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April 2'-i 


UiCfilit lit Un' IK-U.s vt !ht,' lall ot iucUUlODU. 
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Italitin and Mexican utlairs. 




37 


Mto King to jlr. 


April 2U 


Ki.'ccipt of toe news of too aswusination or 


loo 




Hooter. 




ibo Frerident and attempted assaaainatlon 










41ba Q — ^ * - 1 ■ II OAaAa 

of tiie cecrotaiy ot oiate. 




98 




Maj C 


HofnoTB to the momoiy of PiMidoni Lincoln. 


107 








Italian affaira. 




39 


• * » QOw 


May 13 




tea 

loo 


40 


Mr* King to Ur. 


Maj S4 


Pending conference between tbe Pope and 


lu9 




oowira* 




Victor £mannel. Mexican question. 




^1 
IJ 


Mr. King w Mr* 


Jnne 9 


Intemew wnn tne carainai leerotaiy or state 


JVV 




Hunter. 




• 

on American affairs. 




JO 


Mr* Jking to Mr* 


Jose «4 


ADniTOisary ot tno eieciion anu corontiiion 


till 




BWora* 




01 uie 1 ope. Ills views respecting anain 










lu tiie Lniteu otates. 




S7 


Mr. SewMU to Mr. 


Jnntf 29 




1 AO 




King. 










31 r. King to Mr. 


Jolj 4 


: Relatiro to instructions to the niltniral of the 


lu* 




sewaru. 




j I'liifed S'afesstiutiilroniu Kuri»p»"au watt rfi. 




46 


•««»v*do**«* ••»••* 


Nov. 10 


Miii'^tiiiu} crisis. KvtKMiafion of Freucli 


1G3 








troujm fiuiii tl;c Papal territory. 




46 


••••«*do***««* •••• 


Not. Iti 


Coiivtr'^arion w ith the Pope ou Auicrican and 


104 








j Kur»>peuu afl'uira. 
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171 






71.; J 
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ihr N:.. Ill-wall. 
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178 
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m 
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do 


S'l-t. I.- 
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tlio cvociiatioD of Atlanta. 
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I j tioa. Ainf:;c;»ii nfi";iii>. 

...do.... ...... Nov. 5 , JVccej>tai!' (' !iy W.ium Wi tcrstcdt of tlio mis- 
sion (o iLr Stfiti's CoUrtrs:«',« t'X- 
ttnilcJ by !lir rtil:. J Stafos tmv;'! ir.rln il- 
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niji! Xovv. .-iv. 

Dec. C Kii r ut lUa result of tlio pre»ideiili>il elec- 
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9 M - >. ^•.■:t ■ •! to ilr. I Dec. V,i Ci^ 'li'i'-s sliown i;;'- T'r:i;.-1 Sia' ■< s'-'-vrior 
1 C'.uui>btil. I V.'.i II (ft 1.. fii.' iMiiisoritifs ut St. IJar- 

I I ! lliiiloii.iw . W»'<' Ii:ciii'S. 

l> .Mr. ] to Dec. 11* M w.^iou ui" ijjuv.n VS'uUojsiciU lo Mt!\ioo 

I Mr. S- w aiil. i I 

10 Mr. S >. 1 1 '1 I" ilr. j Dec. 17 Kict i^>t ul' iksjKiichea. ...... 
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m Mr (• 



1 1 . . 1 » : 1 1 ■ , I 
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11 ib 



II 

12 
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W«clin«ett by tbo uutboriiioa of Si. Bjw- 
tbolomow, Went Indies. 
MiH8>i>n of DarOQ Wcttur.Hto U to Mexico 
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Mr. Seward. | 
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Mr. Seward. 






to the purrlia<e of a vutisel by the ilisur- 
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Assassination of Presidi-nt Lincoln 


200 
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Auticipiitid euii^jiuiiou frtmi Sweden and 


liOO 










Norway to the United States. 




20 
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Muy 
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Relative to the dosing of certain pons of en- 


202 










t ry of the United States. Exchange of re< 












ciproeal hospitalities between war vessels 
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of the United States and those of foreign 












powers. 
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May 
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Honors to the memory of President Lincoln.. 
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Visit of the Bossian squadron to Stock- 
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26 
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Oct. 


17 
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Project rulutivc to the formation of a SwLis 
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1 
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Kifi ipt of the news of the asKassination of 
President Lincoln Hnd attempted aasasainap 

tion of the Secretary of State. 






.....do 




lli>iiiir*< iijiWl til llm mAtnnrv tif T^r§^\Atmt 
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2'J2 
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Mr. Fogg to Mr. 
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225 
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Acknowledgment oS the lecoipt of despatch 
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Mr. Pruju to Mr. 
S'ward. 


Doc. 6 


Kelative tu the niuider of two ofiicers of the 
British army in Japan. 


227 




Mr. .Seward to ill. 


Dec. 14 


Maintenance of the treaty rightsof the United 


229 


04; 1 


Pmjn. 




8tates in Japan. 




71 


Mr. Vmyn to B(r. 


Dec 29 


Execution of one of the mnrderers of the two 


229 




Seward. 




British army officers. 
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>Kii:if]H'ly I'f ;(.ir;-ii tr>i k' by tin' T\fu«iii 
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'11)1' smic '-ii! i'( rt — 
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Honors paid to the nieuioiy of rre«ideiit 
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Iuformatii>n dt'Mred as to the object of tlie 
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Action of tlie Japanese govemmt- nt with re- 
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trade. 

Japoucffo indemnity 

Receipt of despatches 



Relative to a convention with Japan for the 
reduction of import duties, and also one for 
the payment of indemnities and expenses. 

Honors to the memory of President Lin> 
coin. 

Receipt of the first instalment of the Japanese 
indemnity. 

Removal of restrictions at Kanagawa on the 
trade iu silkworms* egg;) and cocoons. 
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JUr. Modey to Mr, Seward, 

No. 7&.| Lboation of thh United RTATF^, 

Viinna, October :33, 18G4. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your deapatchea, Nos. 87, 
%d» 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, and 95, of dales August 26, (two,) 29th, September 
19, (two,) 24, 26, October 4, (two,) respeetively, and a eiredar of date Septem- 
ber 12. 

I thank yon very eameelly for the full and authentic intelligence they convey 
a5 Ui poiitioil and military events, the general character of which ia certainly 
mo«t encoiu-aging to all those who sincerely love their coanti^ and have au 
abidioi^ fitith in nie noble destfny of the eommonwealtli of the United States. 

I have nftthing especially new to report of European affau'S. There has been 
a ItiII of considerable durntinn in the long agitation of the political surface. 

The pence between the German powers and Denmark haa not yet been signed, 
but it irf thought that no obstacle exists to its signature in the immediate future. 
Tbe treat7, wben oondaded, will donbtless be publishedt and as there is prob* 
aMj nothing in the details of any et>pecial interest to ns on the dther side of the 
Atlantic^ I have not thought it desirable to call your attention to Ruch portions 
•^f them as might become known during the progress of the negotiation. After 
the scission of the provinces from the Danish monarchy has been consummated, 
the question of the sovereignty will press very strenuously for its solution, and. 
there will probably be maen animated debate before tbe saceession question has 
been settled hy tbe diet at Frankfort. 

1 am not in possession of any Btate secrets, and certainly should never aflfect 
in thi:" correspondence to enjoy such an advantage, even supposing it to be an 
Advantage to a representative of the United States government, and supposing 
thai tliere were really very many profoond mysteries in the diplomaUe world to 
be diaeorered. I have, therefore, always abstained from attempting to east any 
boffoeeope as to European politics, save to give the result of my observations from 
tim^ to time as to the genenil question of peace or war in the immediate future, 
always an important one to us. 

At the beginning of the year a war between Denmark and Germany seemed 
inentable, as I ▼entured to state. During its progress it appeared probable, from 
Ihe ni* riacing language and attitude of other powers, that the local war would 
•"tpand into a more general ono. Tlirit fear has sinee been di.-jpellcd, and it is 
^■ren possible that Denmark niny now be more tramjuil, deprived of provinces 
v^hich it wai? unable or forbidden to incorporate, than during that period of 
ptrugglc against an inexorable conelusioii wbieh has been terminated by the war 
aad toe consequent triumph of the (German powers. 

The "personal union," which at a certam stage of the proceedings might 
rr^K thiv- h.t\ e l.of^n secured by Denmark, would hardly have been more than a 
v-rr ffinporary arr.mgement. 

I am not able, therefore, to inform you who is to be the sovereign ui iho 
I D C *^ 
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dnchies, altLough I suppote it to be prolmble tliAt Lftuenbnig will be annexed 

to Pruesiii. 

to the future settlement of the "burning qnoHtions" of Europe I pretend 
to no power of prophecy. I doubt, too, whether there are many European 
tftulebuicu who would be willing to hazard predictions with couiideucc. Xhere 
10 logie in events, bnt the syllogisms can with difficulty bo comprehended unlit 
they have been fairly propounded by time. Aeademie dissertations about Prus^ 
eiau ambition and its? possible schemes of annexation and raediatization, the 
clironic dualism between the preat kingdom and the great empire of Germany, 
and their historic rivalry for the hegemony of the great people; by which central 
Europe is mainly occupied, the embodiment of the German state-right principle 
in the policy pursued by the middle and lesser powers, the remodelling of Ibe 
maps of Europe, and, in general, the possible future of the world in this century 
or the next, are interesting and important themr-B for philosophical and hii^torical 
speculation, lint have surely no place in a diplomatic correspondence, enpeciaUy 
ill that oi a Uuu^atlantic power. I shall only say, therefore, that, so fur as my 
observation can reach, no political changes seem very imminent, and the imme- 
diate future can he best expressed by negations. 

It does not seem to me very probable at present that Schle?wig Holsteia will 
be annexed to Prunyiu, or that the German confederation will be PtnMigthened 
or weakened or essentially modified in any way, or that France will extend her 
frontiers, or that the King of Italy will reign at Rome, or that an independent 
Poland will be leconstmcted, or that YenetiA will cease to be a part of the Ana- 
trian empire. At present it appears that the iuetiuct of the governments,* if not 
of the nations, is for peace, for the husbandly of state raB0Qrce8,Vnd for the 
development of inti rnal industry. 

1 have nothing to say of the famous French-Itallhn conventiou of Septem- 
ber. Two yean hence is a long way into the fbtuie. It is not probable that 
this government would look with satis&ction on the downfall of the ro])e's 
temporal power, even supposing that such an event were a possible result of the 
treaty. It is very certain that Austria wonld abstain from any unprovoked at- 
tack upon Italy, or upon any power, and 1 suppose it to be equally certain that 
she would resist to the utmost any attempt to deprive her of Venice and the 
Lombard quadrilateral. I neither comment nor moralise, but give yon objec- 
tively what seem to me the actual fiu^ts. . 

Austria is sincerely desirous of peace with all the woild. Her financial con- 
dition is not very satisfactory at present, and there ij? a varying, but couf^ider- 
able deficit. The rate of taxation is very high. In Vienna, one-third of the 
rents of real eetate goes to the tax-gatherer, and there is an income tax of seven 
per centum. The debt is about three thousand millions of florins, including the 
fund for disencumbering the soil from feudal charges (greindeutlastungs steuer.) 
Nt'vertheles!?, the resources of the empire are very great, and witli a long period 
of peace, and a more thorough development of liberal institutions, there is no 
reason why the wealth of the empure should not be vastly increased. 

The statesmen of Austria are well aware that the least profitable item of na- 
tional expenditure Is war-making. There is a strong party, too, who believe 
that the old system of exclusive tariffs, and of what it is the fashion in many 
parts of the world to call protection of native industry-i-that is to say, taxation 
of the mass ot the consumers of a country for the benefit, not of the uatioual 
treasury, bnt of a certain class of producers — ^is an error, and a very expensive i 
one. But the production of beet-root sugar, of native tobacco, of spirits, wines, 
and many other articles, which could be purchased far more cheaply, and of 
better quality, in foreign countries, has been immensely stimulated by protec- 
tion, and the classes interested are too powerful not to be able to oppose with 
success any sacrifice of their vested interests. 

The'new ZoUveiem, which will be formed on the bask of the leoent Frsneh- | 
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Pruesian treaty at the expLration of the original one after next year, will ia- 
dode metAj ill the states of Qennany, excepting the AwtriaD empire, and die 
tuiff of duties will be considerably lower than those of tbe present Zollverein,* 
and of course thau those of thi:* cnipirp. Thero is much negotiation, I believe, 
between Austria and I'rnssia on this subject, and it is tsnppopfd pome bitterness, 
as the political aa well as commercial advantages ensuing to Prussia through 
Ae new enstoms miion are thought to be great. 

As yon are weU aware, tlie direct trade oetween tlie United States and Ans- 
tria ha^ sunk to an almost imperceptible amount. The direct exportation from 
tbe United States to Austria in the year 18G2 was $35,615, althougli, of 
course, a considerable portion of the exports to Bremen, Hamburg, and the Zoll- 
Torein, which in the same year amounted in all to nearly thirteen millions ot 
doOan, wm sent to Austria. Nevertheless, it will at some- Ibtnre day seem 
ino:<t a:<tooisfaing that the tra£Sc direct and indirect of seventy millions of peo* 
pie — about equally di\n(lcd between the republic and the frnj)ire — could be kept 
within ruch infiniter'imal proportions, mainly owing to the prohibitory logisla- 
tioa of both countries. There is a kind of panic in the Vienna bourse, and there 
1ms been a rise In the gold agio of a few per cent^— a Teiy trifling matter in 
emparison with Uie spasmodic oscillatiras of our own exchangei but one which, 
■mrthelees, eaoses oneasiness. The premium on spede is now about 17 per 
ctnt The panic is partly ascribed to the large purcnases going on in firyincial 
cen»r*'«, like Frankfort, of United States bonds, and a corresponding sale of 
AoAirj^n securities. Certainly, to those who believe in the continued existence 
of the Ui^led States in the family of nations, the priees of our stoeks are tempt- 
It is'not often that the obligations of a great commonwealth pay an inter* 
est of 15 per cent, to the purchas^er. When one recollects that the nation whose 
credit stands thus low adds one-third to its population and doubled its capital 
every ten years, and has never been delinquent to its plighted faith since its 
go vern meot was established, it may be supposed that there are individuals hardy 
eooogli to Tentoreupon such a specnlstion, notwitlistanding the enormous false- 
booda and calumnies which have been sown broadcast thxoogh the world by our 
enemies. 

I i?bou!d say that a considerable change in the public opinion of Enrope in 
regard to our affairs had taken place of late. It begins to be thought, poasiblo 
that the republic of the United States may, after all, prove to be the fact, and 
tiie slaveholders' confederacy the fiction ; and the world of late has been some- 
what less favored than before with school-boy declarations about the horrors of war 
and tho blessings of peace. Writers or speakers who imagine that the Ameri- 
can p>eople. in defending their national existence and their free institutions against 
tbe revolt of tbe slaveholders, were simply inspired by a love of carnage in the 
ahstrad^ and by a desire to sacrifice themselves, their children, and their worldly 
r«>^'ds, for the mere amusement of canying oi^ a terrible war, are, perhaps, a 
hule less admired than they have been. 

Tlios^' P^uropeans, on the otlier hand, who could understand from the first the 
great purpose, the high resolve, the steady process, and the unfaltering onorgy 
ef a peat people, when engaged in a work which Providence had imposed upon 
Aiifenefation of Americans, rejoice at the result, which notr seems to them 
secared — that negro slavery and the oligarchy based upon it are to be num- 
bered with the things of the pa3t^ — they have seen that no war of which history 
preserved a record was ever nKuc cU rtnitu or more logical in its object, more 
iiamaoe in its details, or more thoroughly justified by reason and llie highest 
fSBSidiJiBtleog of humanity. 

For the American republic to have accepted the political annihiUtion thieai- 
Hi?fi by the slaveholders, from a ha.^c f ar of the perils and sacrifices of war, 
vodd have been to proclaim itself unworthy to be the guardian of popular free- 
km and free iosiitutiouti m the western world. ^ 
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TIte Reiehsnith basbeen smniiioiied by bis Imperial Royal Majesty to 
ble on the 12th of NoTember. 

* I bave tbe bonor to remakL abr, your obedient Bcrvnnt, 

J. LOTiiJiOP MOTLEY 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of SttUe, WMingtan, 



Mr, Motley to Mr, Seward, 

No. 79.] . Legation op the Umted States, 

Viejma, October 31, 1864. 

Sir : I bave tbe bonor to steto tbat, upon tbe 26tb of October, bis Imperial 

Royal Afajeaty accepted the resignatiou by his excellency Count Rcchberff of 
bis fuuotionB as minister of foreign affairs and of the imperial lumschold. 'Phe 
fact was comnluuicated on the same day by circular? to the v.iriou.-* Ibrcign K-ira- 
tiona at Vienna. On tbe following day a circular from Count Ment^dorff Pouiily 
announced bia appointment to tbe fonctiona leaigned by Count Rechberg. 
I bave tbe bonor to remain, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHEOP MOTLEr. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, ifc, ifc, 4^ 



Mr, MoUey to Mr, Seward, 

No. 82.] Legation of the United States, 

Vienna, Koreinhcr 8, 1S64. 

8iH : I have tbe bonor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 99, 
enclosing a copy of a despatcb from Mr. Jackaon, United States oonsnl at Hali- 
fSu, in wbicb certain reports are given from Charleston and Ilalifax newspnperi^ 
in regard to a supposed scheme for shipping thirty or forty thousand l\disli 
sold irrt< for the rebel amies. I shall not neglect your instructions to u?e due 
vigilance towards thwarting the scheme referred to, but 1 would observe that so 
far as Austrian Poland is concerned tbe state of siege in tbat conntiy still ex]0t0» 
and it would be extremely difficult for any recruits for tbis Polish confederate 
army to cro^s the frontier in any direction, except witb permission of the gov- 
ernment, which afipuredly would not be given. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William H. Sbwaro, 

Secretary qf State, Waakin^tm, 



Mr, Motley to Mr. Seward, 

No. 86.] Lboation of the T'mtrd States, 

Vtcrina, Dcccmher 12, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 103, 
of date November 14, giving an account of tbe ceremonies performed at New 
York in honor of tbe deceased imperial royfl minister resident at Waebington, 
Count Giorgipin conformity with the instructions issned by the State De^iartment, 
and enclosing copies of two letters from tbe United States district attomey» £. 
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Belafield Smitb, esquire— the one to the Department of State; the other to the 

impcrml royal consul pencrnl at Now York, Mr. Looney. 

I have further to Btate that, immediately upon the r('C('i]it "f the docuraents, 
I addressed a note to hia excellency Count i^Ienisdorfi", imperial royal minister 
of foreign affairs, communicating the substance of your deepatch, together witib 
a copy of Mr. Smith's letter to the department 

I also took the opportunity to express my own sympathy for the 1oh^< ssn?- 
tain«'(l hy the imperial royal government in the death of (Jouut Giorgi, aud to 
^ add my own tril-utc to in8 personal worth. 

I now enclose the translation of a note Just received from his excellency Oonnt 
Mensdorff* in which, an you will perceir^ I am recjuested to express the high 
a])preciation by the imperial royal pnvemment of the friciully and l)ec(»ming 
spirit in which the United StatcH government has thiis paid these last and well- 
merited honors to the lamented deceased. 

I have the honor to remain* sir, your obedient servant, 

. J. LOTHBOP MOTLET. 

Hon. William n. Seward, 

Secretary of State, Washington. 



Count Mcnsdorff to Mr. Motley. ^ 
[TnuulatioQ.] 

* ViEXXA, DrccmhcrJ, 1R64. 

The undersigut (.1, ministfr of tlie imperial household und of foreip^ii ntiiiirs, litis tho hoaor 
to acknowledfi^ thn rciu'ipt of the e»«teeined note of* tho envoy extraordinary and tninister 
pleuipotentiary of the United States of America, Mr. Lothrop Slotley, of date the '^d instant, 
and to exnress h'la thaukss for the official eommunicatioa therein uiado in rehuiuu to the d»- 
cc-aite of the ini|>« rial Austrian minister resideni at Washington, Count Oiorgi, and to the 
solemu ceromonies at lus funeral. 

The andersfpied Cakes the liberty also of exprawln^ to the TTnHed States minister the 
preat 8ati.sfu<-tiiiM with which he has ytorcoived in that est* < m 'il iiiitc an 1 it-j in cnnipftnyiuff 
aoctiiueut^, that the sincere ffrief which the imperial govornuieut fecU at ttie los» «>f its rcpre* 
sentative at Washington is shared by the govemuieut of the United States, and that the 1aft> 
trr t«<tu*'d .such comprehensive directious in relation to the last honoit to the deceased as ez* 

hibit a rttrikinp proof of its sympathy. 

The imperial goTemtnent vuhies all t)ie more highly tho confirmation upon tlii^; occailCNi 
of the fricudly Kentiments of tho I'uited States poverument, since it recopnizes tlierein a pur- 
p4.»t;e to do honor to the power of which the dei-eased wa« a represeutjitive, aud to givo a 
Wortliy expreHsion to the friendly relations betweeu the two states. 

The ondeisigned has the honor a\so to request the United States minister to express the 
iineero thanks of the imperial royal (rovemment to the United States government for its pro« 
Ceedlogs upon the occusiouof the oli.-.e(iuies, so honorable botli to the (lev t asf l, Cuiiut (Jli>rpi, 
and to the Austrian imperial tttatea, aud embraces the rpportuuity to rcucw to the iiiinistor 
the aasnrance of his high and distingnished ooosideiatioo. * 

MENSDOBFF PONIU^T. 

Mr. L.oTnnop Motley, 

£«mf ExirmardUurff and Minister PUnipoUntiary 

4Sf tlu limited SMtee iff Amerka, 



Mr, Motley to Mr, Seward. • 
[Eztnet.] 

Xo. S7 1 ' Lboation of thb Unitbd Statbs, 

Vieima, February 13, 1865. 

4( 

Thm Baa been for a period of two or three months a remarkable lull in the 
EuopeaD atnioflpherei Li this empiie an indbposition on the part of .the gov- 
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onment to de|iart from the circle of its domr stie cares and duties is more and 

more apparent. Tlie R(Mcll^'rntl^ is occupied — in committef^s chiefly — with pro- 
jectu for retn nc]ini( III ami t oouomy, and it is supposed that the budget fur 18t»6 
may possibly be laid before the Chambers previously to the final disposition of 
tlie estimates for 1865. 

' Projects exist of assembling' the diets in Hungary, and hopes are entertained 
even of obtaining deputations from that kingdom to the Reichsrath before tlie 
expiration of the term for which tlio present assembly was chosen, but the pro- 
jects would seem to be premature and the hopes over-saDguine. 

At present matters remain in much the snme condition as that which has ex- 
isted &r the last two yeacs. The passive opposition of Hnngarr to any plans 
for meiging its separate existence in the constitutional cmpure stiU continues. 

The close political intimacy between Auf»tria and Prussia seems iinbroken, 
so far at» can be judged from any outward signs, and this combination, which a 
few yt'jus ago would have been an impossibility, has already become one of the 
common)) I aces of European politics. Yet there is no doubt that a vagne feeling 
of uneasiness on the subject exists both in Germany and in the rest cc Europe. 

PruHHia and Austria combined are an enormous military force, capable of 
neutralizing any manifestation in the centre of Europe, to which it should be 
hostile. External movements against the Rhine or against Venetia, risings in 
Poland or Huugarv, would be utterly futile so long as this alliance remains. 

Whether the Schleswig-Holstein matter is to cement the compact, or whether, 
on the contrary, it is to &U asunder as soon as a decision of that question is 
reached, must soon be seen. 

Tlu rc it<.much impatience felt here as to the masterly Prussian procrastinatiou 
through which the interim still continues. The diplomatic correspondence be- 
tween the two powers has not yet been published, nor has it yet come to an end, 
but the general opinion would seem to be that a present schenie for annexing^ 
the duchies to Prussia does not exist. It is observable, however, that while the 
liberal party is loud in denouncing all such projects, and in calling for the 
installation of the prince of Augustenburg as rightful sovereign of the duchies, 
the more ministerially inclined appear almost indifferent as to the possibility of 
annexation, and are lukewarm m regard to Angustenbuig. But die matter 
cannot be protracted m«ch longer, and a decision as to the sovereignty must so<m 
be made. 

In regard to our own nfTairs, I should say that a decidod cliaujrc in what is 
called the public opinion of Europe is manifesting itself. In this empire we have 
never had to commit with the malice, the calumny, and the treacherous and per- 
fidious neutrality" by which some other nations have sueceeded in injuring us 
almost as much as by direct hostilities. 

We have not often b(3cn brought into actual contact with tho <]:oveniment on 
exciting questions, but its attitude towards us has been unitormly loyal, frank 
and unequivocal. The sovereign of the couutrv has, on more than one occasion, 
done me the honor to express in energetic language his admiration of the 
steadiness, the courage, and the vast resomcrs by which the United States 
government had muintained its authority, and his sympathy with our military 
puccepHfs ; and certainly not a word has ever emanated from the imperial royal 
Foreign ^ffice, or from any statesman or public speaker, that could ofiend the 
dignity or wotmd the susceptibility of the American people, engaged as it is in 
a life apd death contest with the demon of slavery, | 

The tone of the jourunlism iij this capital in regard to our affairs has been, in 
general, n .-^pcclfnl, friendly, and intellif::ent, while articles have been occasionally 
published manifcslinga thorough acquaintance with the subject, and much breadth 
and depth of reflection as to the consequences of our great revolution. At present 
the opinion scfems to have pervaded everv channel of pu*blie thought in Enrspe ' 
thatue war is drawing to a dose* that tne cause of the confederacy is lost, and ' 
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that the nnifei^ repoblic is to rise snpcrior to all the powfrs of domoftic treason 
Mid foreign malice, and to be more conspicuous and formidulde than ever. 

I dhalJ not endeavor to analyze the materials of which this opinion is com- 
Muded. I only itate it as a fact;, and as a new one. The very oppoi^ite opinion 
Imbeen until Udely the prevailing one; and thoee who Have maintained the 
ccrtVmty of tho contitmed existence of onr undivided commonwealth, and the 
akimte exfinction boih of tlu' mutiny and of plavory, have bf^en met with a smile 
of ino^ulitj. For my own part, ju* I have never faltered for one instnut since 
die b(^;inniDe of the war in my faith that Jefferson Davis and his fellow con- 
nnteni had undertaken an Imposeible taak, and that a eoTernment founded 
lilt oon, on the broad basis of the popular will, and a wid<^ extended suffrage, 
wa? immovable and impregnable, I do not fe<'l any moro oncoumgod now that 
thf wlinle Knrojx an world accepts than 1 was disturbed when it denounced and 
nuiculid 6uch cuuvicdona. 

On the eontnu^, I shonid eaj that Europe In its impatience is again going 
tos fitft Four years aj^o it was in a great hurry for the United States govern* 
to abdicate, and for the American nation to get itt»elf decently buried without 
lunher delay. Now it is equally hasty in giving phort shrift to the rebellion, 
and in expecting by every day's steamer to hear that it had given up the ghost. 
Eipedally an importance which seems inexplicable has been attributed to cer- 
ttis reported negotiations whieh it was supposed were at once to bring the 
vartea elase. As if the very term negotiation were uot in itself an absurdity 
and a recognition of tlie rebellion, and a? if the Unif»Ml States government were 
abfut to make itself an accomplice in one of the darkt ut crimes ever recorded 
by history, by pro^joeing to compound the gigautic felony with the chief crimiuald. 

GcrUiinijttiere seem ane<|uivoca] symptoms of a eoming counter rsToIution hj 
the pe<^e of the slaveholdmg States against the oligarchs. The palingenesis 
of Missouri, <^ Maryland, and (as it now seems probable) of Tennessee, makes 
tlw heart '^•f every loyal American and every hater of plavery loap for joy, and 
it would t^eem to require only a wider expaoi^ion of the movement — to expect 
vkicli in the early future seems not over sanguine— to cause the whole common" 
vcilth of the United States to be bom again into a newer and a higher life. 

Bat we cannot Jiagnlse from ourselves that we have a long twd to travel 
Wore the end of tlii.^ war is reached. Krheliion ?till niaintains great armies in 
the field, and defied tbr* lawful gov<^rnment from itw intrenched capital. 

Until those true pciace negotiators, our great general:^ and admirals and our 
lispmfirimt armies and fieets, have destroyed tho military power of the rebellion, 
ve on haidly daze to hope for an effsctive counter revolution in the insurgent 
States. 

ITie European public is, however, alroady busy with spocnlations as to the 
f€rit* of events likely to follow the reconstruction of the Union, prominent among 
irbich, of course, are tremendous military movements by the combined veteran 
tmiet of the loyal and of the lately insurgent sections. 

Tilt inva.^ionof Canada and of Mexico without an instant's delay, the sweeping 
off from the American continent of every vestige of European dominion, from 
BeL^:l^55 StraitA to tlu- T.sthmus, thf' rovoluti<mizing of Ireland — a war with 
Fr.irjct and Englaud, and 1 know not what besides — these are the phantoms 
aaiic to daiic<: about to appal the souls of fearful politicians. It is superfluous to 
iqr diet such tricks to inveigle the rulers of Enmpc into rendering assistance 
It lbs Isit moment to the sinking rebellion are too shallow to have a chance of 



I have the honor to remain your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY. 

fioB.^lLLiail H. SbWABd, ^r., 4r., 5(e. 
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Jkfr. Motley to Mr* Seward, 
No. 88.] Legation of thb Umtrd Statbh, 

Vimna^ February 2G, J 865, 

Sir : I liavG the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches Noa. 1 23 
nnd 124, of dates of January 30 and Febnuqry 7, both xeaching me by the aame 

pos^t. 

The f^nbject which, perhaps, more than any other is cao^sing excittiment iu tbe 
European world at ihiB moment ia tbe late confinenee between tbe United States 
government and the insurrection. Tbe rumors concerning these negotiationa, as 
they are called, have been varioua, and the comments upon them in many organs of 
puhlic opinion in Europe occas^ionally very laughable. For my own part, I have 
been waiting very patiently for an authentic account, never having an atom of fear 
that the President could contemplate any compromise on tbe integrity of the nation 
and the abolition of slaTeiy» and not eutertaimngahope that tberingleadenof tbe 
insurrection were yet ready to abandon their attempt to destroy our great republic. 

As it is not possible for me to imagine any third result to the war — tbe only 
alleniative being the absolute success of the insurgents, or their subjugation — I 
have always believed that the sword must continue to be the only instrument to 
effect a solation of tbe terrible problem, which has been given tbe Americans of the 
' present generation to solve. Four years is a long time in the life of an individual, 
but it is a mere moment in the life of a groat nation ; and altliou;^h every heart ia 
sick with the bloodshed and the sufferings — worse than death — which this slavo- 
holders' insurrection has brought upon our once prosperous country, no niaii 
capable of thongbt on great subjects can doubt that tbe only way to avoid eternally 
recorring war&re on onr continent in future is to make thorough work now. 

It is very heroic, no doubt, to talk of resisting subjugation by the United 
States <;overnment, but as you and I and all of us are also subjugated iu the 
same way without much discomfort, and as twenty-five millions of Americans 
are willingly obedient to the law, there does not seem any great tyranny in en- 
forcing it on a minority who happen to prefer anarchy. 

If onr fbndamental law, the United Sutes Constitution, violates tho eternal 
principles of reason and justice, rebellion against it, with a reasonable prospect 
of success, would be most virtuous. But as no man ever yet had the hardihood 
to make such an assertion, it is clearly the duty of the Preaideut to maintain the 
Constitution untO rebeUion is beaten down, or until bloody treason has trsmpled 
out the government of onr &tbers. 

Neither result has as yet been reached, and, therefore, peace seems still im- 
possible. In this empire, as I have always informed you, we have never had to 
contend with the c;ilumny and malevolence with which America has been so 
profusely indulged by some other countries. 
^ Here there is an honest desire^ I think, both on the part of tbe government 
and of a majority of the population, that the insurrection should be suppressed, 
slavery abolished, and the Uuion restored. It is not necessary on this occasion 
to analyze very closely these seutimeuts, but there is a feeling that the growth 
of the United States in power and prosperity is not, necessarily, a misfortune 
for tbe Anstrian empure; and there is abo a general conviction wat the United 
States government represents law, order, and civilization, while tbe slaveholders' 
rebellion means barbarism and anarchy. 

There is a strong wish expressed here that peace should be restored in 
America, and the contrast is very great betweeu this sentiment and the panic 
which raged in Eugluud and France at the moment when there seemed a proba- 
bility that peace was to be suddenly restored in our country. 

There is something almost diverting at first sight, aud yet, in reality, very 
melancholy in the ])ul)lic explosions of fear, of hatred, and of irritation at such 
a post^ible result on the part of those who have SO long been howling over our 
" wicked, causeless, hopeless war." 
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Nothing will suit the American people, when its government is once restored 
in its integrity, it ap])oar8, but ati iDBtantaaeoiui ODalftUght upon Canada on the 
one side, and upon Mexico on tho other. 

, The American mob, drippiug in gore and domineering over a feeble government, 
(wUefa, howerer. has become so entirely tyraukical as to have obliterated every 
vestige of popnUur liberty, ^ is about to rush forward to a war with France and 
Enpjlaud at once, not lioing half i^atisfied with the bloodflicd of the last four years. 

As* it id not possible to disjcover in our own country any respectable source of 
any such dire forebodings, one is forced to ascribe them to the guilty imagina« 
tiooB of public writers and Btamp^peakera on this side of tiie Atlantie. It is 
diovght natnral, perhaps, that the Americans, whose national character, publie 
men, current history, whoso noblest deeds and highest aspiration?, have been 
daring the last four years the object of cahirany, hatred, and persistent falsifi- 
cation, altogether without example in history in what used to be called "our 
mother eoontiy,** stang by the memory of those insults and by the material 
injury inflicted upon their commerce by English pirates, may be disposed to 
avenge theni--»elv«'s when they feel tliemselves strong enough. And because the 
destruction of an unfortunate republic — our next-door neighbor — by the fleets 
and armies of the hrst military power in the world, does not seem exactly con- 
sonant to onr ideas of right ana to. our national traditions, it is supposed that we • 
shall consider it our duty to dethrone the new emperor by force of armSf even 
althongh the M< xicana should unequivocally manifest their desire to be gov- 
erned by him. I need not say that I have on proper occasions combated all 
these hysterical suggestions ; and until I am otherwise instructed, and until I 
see very different indieations of the natienal tendencies from sncb as are now- 
evident to me» I shall continue to maintain that the dearest object of the people 
and of the government — which arc one in the United States — is to preserve 
peace with /til ilie world^and to have no more bloodshed during this century if it 
can be avoided. 

We shall have enough to do when onr civil war is over m cultivating the 
arts of peace; and as to our European enemies, whose name is legion, it is to be 
hoped, so long as they refrain from passing firom words to blow8» that we shall 

astonish them by a great inditference. 

I am glad to see the termiaation of the Furt Monroe conference and cannot 
help believing that its result will be to strengthen the government by making 
Bauifer^t the &ct— which has, however, always seemed evident enough — that 
UTttil \\\>']i- i:i a counter revolution in the insm-gent States against the leaders of 
the r» bi-lliun, the idea of peace must be renounced. 

The rejK)rt of tlie President, together with your despatch to Mr. Adams of 
February 7, reached me yesterday as published in the New York journals, and 
I need not say with how moch interest I have read them. 

T send you a bit of European comment on tln se various " negotiations" with 
the Itichmond cabal, printed in a great variety of continental journals, and 
coming uriginally from an English source. If you have not seen it, it may 
eanse yon a laugh in the midst of yonr labors to see the solemnity with which 
such childish gabble is Uttered by the public instructors of Europe. I cut the 
slip from a liflgiiim paper, never having scon (lie English original. The facts 
of Pre.><iilent Lincoln's having abandoneil the rrnaiici j)atiun proclamation, and of 
the coming incorporation of the rebel army with that of the United States for 
feretgn war, are very rsfreshiug. 

Our volunt« ers by tiie terms of enlistment being disbanded on peace being 
made with the insurgents, the United States army will prove but a slender 
ancleus for the great inv uling force contemplated. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHBOP MOTLEY, 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabo, ^ ifc», 



10 



DIFLCnUTIO CORBESPODDBROBt 



NEWS FBOH ENOLAITD. 

XiOinKlir, Fiknmr$ 17, 186S. 

Ttio Moniii))]: PotlTouchoH for the krath of the following nawif wUch 11 bonows firam 

the Qwl, which appeared on Wednesday: 

We have it in our power, from information through a special channel, to eive positively 
the oouditiuus truuswittod by I'renideut Lincoln, throurrh the interrention 6l Mr. JBlaIr, to 
Pnsideut Davis, as base* of pacification. They are as toUoY> s : 

Itt. The abolition of slavery shall be detonnined by the kgialatores of the Statos aa to 
time and cirt nuistmuH', but slavery must be abolished. 

2d. The Cuulederate States shaU xe-euter the Union with the some rights and privilegea 
which they had when they left it 

'M. Tho ( oiif.Ml.'rHtc' army shall not 1m dkbMided, but llwll be InoBipontBd wflik tba 
federal aranr fur foreign war. 

4Ui. In the Union re-establishedt Uie past thall be forgotten. 

The second of theMc proiiositions having been immedietely Kneeled by Fraidanl I>»t]i, U 

became useli-ss to discoss the others. 
In publishing this docnment we ahan call the special attention of onr readerSf fink, to flia 

fact tliat we know, upon incontrovertibh' authority, that if Mr. Blair had not been inv»!<ted 
with full powtT by Prt'sident Lincoln, bo would not have been received by President Davis ; 
secondly, to th*? fact that President Lincoln abondous emancipation by his own proclama- 
tion, le.avinp^ tlu* (lUf^tion tn the sppam'o r« tion of iho Stittt i) ; thirdlyt to the f act thftl tfaa 
policy of his government tends directly to lurui<;a uggruasiuu. 



Mr» Seward to Mr, Motley, 

No. 129.] • Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

Wathington, March 13, 1S65. 

SiH : I thank yon for your veiy interesting despatch of the 13th of Febniarj, 
which relates ezcliisiyely to Gennan a£Fairs. Althongh there ia no immediate 
connexion between those matter.^ mid the now ruling interests in the United 

Slate.", it is nevertheless certriiu tliat a knowU'd^:* <tf the political and financial 
condition of the continental Kuru|)i'an countries, and of thrir neutral relations, is 
necessary to enable us to determine what policy, iu regaid to ourselves, we may 
at any time expect at the hands of the principal maritime powera. 

At presentf tnese powers are so far eaay in regard to European qaestiona, 
that tliey remain at liberty to co-operate, an they have generally done, in a 
policy wliicU i^ unfair and illiberal towards the United States and the other 
American republics. 

Harmony among the Enropean nations is not likely to increase, whfle» hanpily 
for iiB» our mOitary and political sitoation eeema to hi steadily and dedaecUy 
hnproTing. 

It was tlie chief repponsibility of onr arlmini^tratfnn during the last four yenr«< 
to preserve the int<'grity of the Union n^Min.-t the a^^fjaiilts <»f faction. The 
next four years may well be occupied, so lar ixa tbii department ia coucerued, 
with lawM efforts to restore its prestige among the nations. 
I am, shr, your obedient serranti 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
J. LoTHBOP MoTLBYt £sq.» ifCt ^fCt tfc, VUtmo, 



Mr, Motley to Mr, Seward. 

No. 89.] Unitbd Statbs Lboation, 

Vtama, AprU m&. 

Sir : The debates in the Keichsrath for the past few days have been of nn- 
nsnal interest. The sabject of the budget has been nnder discnsaion, and the 



Digiiizeo by Google 



DIPLOMATIC C0BBE8PQND£KCE. 11 

ihitucr eommittcc of the Relcherath, after BATing obtained a 'eoncesslon for 

pnvfTTiment of twenty millions of floriDS as a reduction of the appropriations, 
ha* in:>i£ted on still further subtractions in detail, amonnting in gross to some five 
or six millions. This the government opposes, and there has been for a time 
• gooA deal of talk, both in the papers and in varions eireles of society, about 
vhat it ia the fashion to call a '* ministerial crisis." As it seems certain that 
OQ the qnestion of reduction the government would be in a miaorityf it was 
auppoeed that the ministry would resign. 

The speeches in the Reichsrath have been very ahlej for, as I have often had 
eecaaion to remark in this* correspondence, it is for no lack of forensic talent 
tliat Austria w not among the leading parlimentary governments of Europe ; 
bat I eannol Tentore to ask your attention, occapied so intensely as it is with 
oar own moat wf ighty afiairs, to the debates in general ; but I would recommend 
Ton to read the able and luminous exposition of the policy and principles of 
the present imperial administration, especially in regard to internal affairs, made 
bytM mittieter of stato* M. de Schi&eriing, the most pregnant passages of 
vhirh I hdve just translated. 

I abstain from all comment, because thf^ speech itself w^ill give yon a clearer 
idea of the position of parties in and out of tbo Reichsrath than I could possibly 
do, even by a long despatch. You who are so familiar with the certaminU 
gamdia of great legislative assemblies, and are yourself so consummate a 
naafeer of debate* wul not fidl to observe the passages which ealled forth the 
«Bgiy Rtoita of opponents, and those whiSeh gave most satisfiustion to the sap- 
portfTB of government. 

The coucloaion j.ou will porceive to be that the miniaters have no intention 
of nssiguiug. 

(SPBBCa OF THS MINISTBR OP 8TATB.) 

"The debate on the address and the discussion of the budget," said the 
minister of state* ''are commonly the moments in parllamentaiy life when the 
eontest is carried on on both sides in the most vigorons manner, and where the 

weightiest forces are summoned into action either for or against the government. 
We Kad the one contest — that on the address — months ago. The second is 
now begun ; and although I maintain that, perhaps, under our present circum- 
^taiiced, it is. not entirely justifiable to bring on a contest for or against the gov- 
ernment on the oeeadon of the bndget diMsnssion, yet I cannot conceal mm. 
■lyself the fitct that the contest is t^ing place. 

If I say that, accordinp^ to my individual view, thirt should not be the object 
of an excited contf .>^t in the present condition of Austria, 1 may be permitted 
to expresa myself somewhat more definitely. Above all, there is no doubt on 
tW part <»f the government and of Ae Beidisiath that the greatest possible 
ceoooB^ should be practiced, that every possible effort should be made to re- 
store the equilibrium in the state acooonts, while in regard to the measure there 
■ay indeed be a difference. 

" Still k?!», in ray opinion, is there any reason to make a so-callfd act of con- 
fidence or of diBtrust in the government out of the question whuihtT one votes 
Sor a greater or a lesser sum. This may have ftdl justification in other parlia- 
■floCs, aod» in fiu^ we have seen that the votes gi\ en in a budget discussion 
hare been of necessity interpreted into a vote of confidence or want of con- 
li'i' nee in the g^overnment. But in other countries — for in other countries we 
bare, after all, totally different arrangements in the composition of the budget, 
fioite different'arraDgementS in the appropriation of the voted sum, quite dtf- 
mt a/rangemen^ in the calculations of the same. Tbere, where it is per^ 
IMsUb irr r^*» a general appropriation for the whole of one department (min- 
knm ') there, where it is even permissible to make one general appcopriatioa 
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for hll the departments — tliere, indeed, lliis act ifl of each a nature that it impliea 
confidence or distrust in the government. For where a vjist power of dealinj? 
with money is given to the departments, there certaiuij^ its a possibility of 
nirase of the sums voted, there eerbunlj oonmption Ui possible; bot cS idl this 
there is no possibility in Austria. 

*' I say this quite openly. Any man who reads the five volumes of our state 
computations; who pees with what cxactneeB the salary of the minieiter us well 
as the humblest scr\'aut, the residence of the stadtholder as of the gamekeeper 
on any domain, is settled ; wbo sees the tbonsand and tbousand sets of figures, 
and, on the other luuid, looks through the finance laws in which the govemment 
is bound not only to the separate chapters but to the particular titles and para> 
graphs — that man I will ask, What minister, even if a much larger sura is ac- 
corded to him than to many may seem proper, will lind that a special coniidence 
k reposed in him, when it is pefectly elear in what way the money is to be 
spent, and when the ministers arc not in the position to spend the money fcHr 
anything else than the objects for which it was voted ? * • • • 

During the debate on the address there 
was a very loud cry to as ministers in particolar — for you we have one warn- 
ing — self recognition and conversion. Now, as regaroB aelf-reooftnitioi^ we 
can ooenly confess that we have it sufficiently. It is very ooncei^eble that we 
Fhould possess it ; for if one looks into our circnmstancos, if one observer what 
is written and spoken, one will indeed admit that there has, been no lack of 
warnings, rebukes, and tuition for the ministers. The days in which it could 
be said that men flattered princes and ministers are long since nassed away* 
Oertainly, the ministers are not mueh flattered at present. [Universal and 
continued merriment.] ^qJ^ f^j-st, of ex- 

ternal policy- 1 shall say but a few words of this, as I doubt not niy honored 
colleague, the minister of forcigu aii'airs, will be able within a few days to speak 
cirenmstantially on the sabject • ♦ • • • • 

Doubtless, one demands of ns the greatest energy in our fore^ pal»^, 
in order to .«»rreugthen and maintain the position of Austria as a great power, 
'i'his is doubtless what is wished, what is justly required of him in wliose hands 
the direction of our foreign alTairs is placed. What is offered to him now for 
support of this vigorous policy ? On the one side, that we cannot possibly 
maintain anything else than a perpetual peace — that wOt at least, shonld not 
think of ever following any other policy than that of peace, that is to say, tho 
abstinence from every active proceeding, even should such active proceeding be, 
after all, very much demanded. And what further is offered us ? Perpetual 
tepresentatious that we are an entirely broken-down, dilapidated, creditleas» 
rained state. 

"I think, gentlemen, that these are not the elements out of which to create 
for us a powerful posiiion in forcif^n lands, anil to make it possible for the min- 
ister of foreign iifi'aira to bring his word as a weighty one into the councils of 
Europe. [Bravo in the centre.] 

**IiOok, gentlemen, at the way in which they deal with such matters a little 
to the northward of us. We have in a northern capital the truly melancholy 
and unrcfreshing spectacle of ruinous internal constitutional circumstances, an 
earnest couilict carried on by the house of deputies against the guvernmcut, and 
the fierce and animated debates are brought to us in every newspaper. Bat 
have you, eentlemen, heard from one single deputy in that northern capital, 
din ing the debate on the military reorganizatir)n, an intimation that Prussia should 
give up her position as a great power — should reduce herself for a time, and 
keep quietly at home iu politics, and let things roll over her as they might] * 

"No deputy has eo spoken. • * • • * * Not one 
intimation has there been that the state was a broken-down and a rained one. 
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•nd that one nmst, therefore, renoanee woj vigonme moTements in the eztenial 

world. [Commotion on the left.] 

" I come now to that which most concerns me, and abont which T have been 
obliged, both yesterdaj and to-daj, to hear man j reuroachcs — namely, the man- 
egemeDt of our iBtemal policy. The reproach is always made to the govem- 
nent that the interior constitutional circtmistances are not jet arranged; in 
other words, that the constitution is not yet carried out, or, n!< it is tlic fashion 
to say, the Hungarian quo!*tion is not yet solved. 

* • For us there is but one solution, whether a resultless one or not the 
fiitnre utist show, that we bold on invioUbly to the constitutioh, and pnt every- 
thing in motion to bring abont its recognition in Hungary. We are oy far not 

so sanguine as one thinks, if one assumes that we flatter ourselves that the next 
Hungarian diet (Landtn^^) will bring the constitution question to a pacific solu- 
tion, and that) a few weeks after it has assembled, deputies will be chosen from 
Hungary for the Bdchsrath, and come here to take their seats among us. We 
are not so sangidne as that ; and if from some parts of the house there is always 
the greatest value attached to the summoning of the Hungarian Landtag, while 
tli)-ti the con^^titntioniil (|nc^tion is to be at once solved* we are not disposed to 
believe that the (question will be at once solved. 

**Bnt we flatter ourselves thatby a quiet and consistmt forward movement of 
the government at last this question will also come to a settlement We expect 
that very many, even in Hungary, who have the inner conviction that a close 
annexation { An-chliHi*) mnst be carried out, and that the impfrial constitution 
must at last become a truth for Hungary; that they at last will take courage to 
stand up for their convictions by speaking out, and that we shall thus at last 
raach the goal towards which we have so long been striving. 

** That this aim is a groat one no man will deny; that great nim^ are not 
reached in a very short time i}< quite as cert:iin : nnd if yon will look back, 
gentlemen, to the period when it was at last po.shiblu i'or an Eugli-^h parliament 
to carry the Catholic bill, the com bill, the reform bill, you will not stigmatize 
this government as careless and inefficient if it has not in four years found it 
por^aible to bring the Hungarian question to its solution. At any rate, we have 
the honest will to take hoUl of the question. We can only manil\':?t that will 
by declaring, in the name of the government, that all preparations are made to 
convoke in the shortest time the Croatian and Hungarian diets, and that at last 
it will only depend on this high assembly to hasten the period, because those 
bodies can '>iily be assembled when the larger Reichsrath (Gesamntreichsrath) 
has concluded it.s !»e8«ion. 

In regard to tiic financial condition of the empire, the fniance minister has al- 
ready spoken, and I have, therefore, but little to say. But this I will say, that 
if our financial drcumstanoee are such as they have been depicted^-^if the distress 
is so great throughout the empire as we have here been t 'l l, then is our posi- 
tion an ♦•nfirely de-jfuTnto one, and then one liad better take counsel how to 
apply radical remedied for the cfdamity; I say radic^il remedies, because that it 
is not a radical measure, whether twenty or twenty-five millions arc struck off 

from a budget of more than five hnndrod millions, seems to me tolembly clear. 
«••• • 

*' A f<>w wordii, in conclui^ion, as to the position of this administration in regard 
to thi^ houHe and the diiferent parties in it. 

** I have repeatedly said, and say it now, that a true constitutional life is only 
thoroughly possible when there is as harmonions a oo-operation as is practicable 
of the government with the representative body. I have repeatedly said that 
the government and the reprF?«Mitativ(' body are not two different partio:Ji, inaa- 
inncn as that both have one object before their eye^, namely, tin- wcliare of the 
empire, and, perhaps, can only be of different opinions iu regard to the meaus. 
t have already declared that oonflicte between the government and the repre 
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Bentatlre body are to be lamented, and to be as mneh as poealble avoided, for : 
the very simple reason that they ^ iiot two opposing parties, and because, if | 

even that woro tlie cobc, tliore h no puporior jiulge to decide between the parties, 
that therefore prodenco and necessity drive government and representativefl . 
iuto the way of working aa harmonioiislj as possible together. 

" This is the view which I tuive ever taken, and which I now express again, be- | 
cause it brings me to declare whether the govemment deserves the reproach that it ' 
is one-sided, obstinate, self-willed, because it doea not conform itself in all direc- [ 
tions to the votes of the representative body. On this I have to observe n? 
follows: I leave out of view whether or not a strong parliamentary gnvernmeMt 
is ap08j*ibility in Austria ; whether it be possible or not to govern exactly accord- 
ing to the majority, and if it be possible or not to form so-called majority adminis- 
tiatious. 

•*I will only ind5cate*tho moral effect of the so-called majority of a honsc on 
the reBolutioua of the government. I can well understand that a govemment 
which id opjjuiied by a closely-formed party, a party which has a fixed pro- 
gramme, a uarty in the midst of which are men with a sufficient knowledge of 
affiurs (Sachicenntniss) and eauipped with a oompetent gift of administration 
to take the reins of power if they are called upon to do so. 1 can well under- 
stand that a government is mornlly bound to be accountable to such a par^ : 
and to accommodate itself to it hb far a? pot^niMe. 

•* 1 beg to be excused, however, if I adhere to the opinion of a deputy who 
has said that such psrties do not exist in this house, and that, in particolar, tbe 
uarty which calls itself bis Majesty's &ithM opposition cannot be considered 
Dy us as a party with a fixed programme. The relation i^ rather that many 
men, doubtless guided by conviction, have temporarily found themselves to- 
gether, who, in the most important questions, have quite divergent views, and 
whom we Gaooot, therefore, regard as a party, because it is only a party 'm that 
it makes opposition to govemment. 

"And to this party we cannot concede that decisive weight which, according to 
onr opinions, ought to fall into the scale as the moral weight of a fully or- 
ganized party. Tiii.s mu.-t not be taken ill of ua, and therefore offeuce should 
not be taken, if when here and there the votes of this house gq against the gov- 
ernment we still find it consisteot with our honor, onr duty* and onr constito- ' 
tional principles, to continue to place our services at the disposStion of his 
iWajesty. • • • • • • If wo are — however we may lament it — not 

always in accordance with the views of this honorable houi^e, it is not from a 
contradictory spirit ; it is the expresaiou of the feeling that the govemment ii 
an independent factor in the constitutional Hfe, and, therefore^ must act according 
to its convictions, aa it is assumed to be the case with the other factors of the 
constitutional life. 

" For US is the same device ns that which has often been announced by raera- 
bers of tlji:" honorable houFiQ : true to tbe Emperor, but aldo to the cousiitution, 

and true obedience to duty." 

You are aware that a new step is about to be taken in the Schleawig-IIolstefn 
affair. A motion has been made in the Diet, and will be voted on the Gth of thii 
month, to establish the prince of Augustenburg in the govemment of Holstein, 
the question de ^'arre being reserved for future decision. This so-called Saxon- 
Bavnrian-IIeh'sian proposition is to this effect, the diction being important : 

"That the high a?penibly of the Bund would, under reservation of a further 
and final deci?ion, (Beschlunz fassung,) express the confident expectation that 
it will please the high governments of Austria and Prussia to give now to the 
hereditary prince of Schleswig-Holstein Sondesbnrg-Augustenbuxg into his own 
administration, the duchy of Holstein ; in regard, however, to the arrangements 
made between them as to the duchy Louenbuxg, to cause communications to be 
made to tbe Diet." 
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I have reason to believe that this proposition is favored hj the Austrian gov- 
emmentv and that it will be oppoBed by Pni88U|. 

The matter was, of course, much alluded to in the debate.>i in the Reichsrath, 
and youVill see by extracts from the apoecli of Count Men.sdorlT. which I append, 
that the position which Austria means to talio will be very clearly laid down in 
the Diet. You will observe that the minister attaches the highest importance 
to the good underatandhig with ProBsia, but expreBses himself as hopefiil of a 
■atirifictory Bolulaon of the Schleswig-Holstein question. 

Lf the Austrian declaration to the Diet be of tlie nature indicated* it is dXBH' 
coU to see' how it can be otherwise than unpalatable to Prussia. 

COUNT MBNSDOBFP'S 8PBBCB. 

* ♦ * * "Voiy hr from regarding diplomacy," said the minfster of 

foreign affairs, Count Mensdorff, " as an exclusive gaild» mystery, only "attain- 
able by the elect, I entirely share in tlio opinion expressed in tin"? liour^o, that it 
is possible for every edncated man of average capacity, without }ia\ in^ bfon at 
a regular diplomatic school* to form a correct judgment in questions of foreign 
policy. But I also permit myself to hold to my modest view, that the handling 
of these foreign oucstiona requires the greatest discretion when one is not in- 
tending to quit the diplomatic field and to f^o over to that of deeds. The word 
which falls into publicity from tlie lips of t!ie foreign minister of a great power 
must be closely and wisely pondered, because it imposes upon the state the ob- 
ligation, in ease of necessity, with its whole power to makeit good. That may 
be the reason why in all times and places the obseryance of reserve has always 
formed and still forma one of the first rules of diplomacy. 

*• After the p^loomy picture painted in this house of our interior circimistfincca, 
it is a doubly sacred duty for him who has the hpnor ot conducting our foreign 
albini to lend all his energies to the maintenance of P^ce, of which the em- 
niro seems in every respect to stand so much iu iMcd. We believe ourselves to 
nave never left this aim out of view, and to have attained it through the course 
pursued by the imperial cabinet, so far as that an earnest danger of war is not 
threatening us from any quarter. 

" la a rapid solution or so complicated a qnestion as that of Schteswig-Hol* 
itetn probably no one ever seriously believed. Were the legal qnestion as in- 
disputably clear and indubitable as it is represented here to be on many sides, 
there would not be so many various conceptions concerninp;' it, and the nflair 
would have long since found its solution. The imperial cabinet will have an 
opportunity on the 6th of April to indicate in Frankfort the stand-point which 
It means to take on the question. By the oo-possession in the duchies, Austria 
id in a position to prevent a solution detrimental to itself* and to guard the justi- 
fiable claims of the Grerman Bund. 

"Prussia enjoys the same advantage with equal justification, and we entertain 
the conviction that this much-decried diplotnacy will succeed in making a solu* 
tMNi ^osaible without endangering that good nnderstanding with Fknssia which, 
Botwithetandiag all arguments to the contrary, has thus fortaeeording to my 
SamAfi eonviction, prevented any interference by foroitjrn powers in German 
affiurs. 1 see therein still the basis for a greater uuiliction of Germany, and 
therefore of an elevation of our prestige (auschen) iu respect to foreign coontries. 
A lees etremnspect policy would probably have involved us in a war, as to the 
dimensions aoa oonsequcnces of which I shall refrunfoom giving any opinion. 
If thereby financial difficulties have been lessened, and the development of OUP 
iodtitutions furthered, are questions which answer themselves. 

You may be sure that thu imperial government will do its best to further the 
tedaatrfel interests of the empire. • • • • • • 

* The xdatioua with Italy have great diiBcnltiea. The hostile attitude eomei 
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not from Anitria olone^ but it is maintained in those regions perpetnallj, and on 
all puldic manifeftntions notliiiig is iirglectt'd to depict our possessions in Italy 
as an nnju^stifialjlc ono, and as an attack upon Tt^ily. That this is no small 
difficulty for the minister of foreign afraii;s to find a way consistent with the 
honor and dimity of Austria for furthering Aottrian eommercialmtefests inthb 
direetion, you will sorely, gentlemen, admit" * * * • 
I htkve the honor to be, your obedient serrant, 

J. JUOTHBOP MOTLET. 

Hon. WiuJAM H. Skwako, ^ ^„ ^ 



Mr, Motley to Mr. iktcard. 

No. 92.] Lbhation of tbb Umtbd States, 

Virnna, April 9, 1865. 

Sir: T liavo the honor to acknowh-dge the receipt of your despatch No. 129, 
of date l.Jth of March, containing very iuteret*tiug reHections on the close con- 
nexion of the politics! condition of Enrope with the development of oar grest 
levolntion. 

You ohserve that the principal maritime powers of Europe are so far easy in 
regard to European quef^tioni* that they remain at liberty to co-operate as they 
have generally done in a policy which is unfair and illiberal towards the United 
Stiites and the other Amertcsn republics. Yon add that the next four years of 
tiie present sdministmtion msy well be oecnpied In restoring the prestige of our 
republic among the nations. No expression could certainly be more jast or more 
moderate than those thus employed to characterize the conduct of the great west- 
ern powers towards the American republic tliroughout her great contest with the 
slave power. It is difijcult to speak with calmness of that uufairuess and illih- 
erality on the part of two governments which have not nnfrequently affeeted at 
somewhat earlier periods of our history to hold the insititation of African slaveiy 
in horror. That their whole moral inllncnce, besides very con}»iderable materiiil 
support, has been given to the insurgent slaveholders in their efforts to dei=«troy 
the United States, and to establish an independent state avowedly based upon 
slavery as its corner-stone, and that whenever in the course of oar great struggle 
to maintam the national life disasters seemed most to thicken npon ns, the danger 
of direct or indirect foreign interference in our domestic nfTiir.-* has always b. come 
w»\ imminent, are fncts whicb hifitory will forever hold fast, nnd which the 
American people are not likt-ly soon to forget. If there remain to n-i any illu- 
sions that the lie of a common language and origin between our^feives and the 
subjects of the one power, or any hereditory friendships and traditional kind feel- 
ing towards US on the part of the other great nation, were likely to influence 
their couiliiued policy towards up, these illusions have been nub Iv dispelleil. 
Thid ert'ect will be salutary if it imprer«8es upon us the important truth that in in- 
ternational aflair.**, liberality and justice are freely manifested by great powers 
towards others as great as themselves, and that the Union, if true to itself, and 
to the great principles of hnman freedom on which it is foouded, will be always 
F'troug enough to dispense with political friendships* which experience has riiown 
to be impoPHible. 

A.s to the recovery of our prestige among the naf ionf>, that pntce^H neems already 
to have begun. Several long debates in the English House of C oumions on trans- 
atlantic subjects, with haruy one insulting or calumnious expression towards 
the United Mater*, are certainly refreshing and novel phenomena. 

The ^lavt holders' eon.^pirncy must indeed be considered in a desperate con- 
dition by its Kuropeau patrons. 
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In rej^ard to the attitude of this governmeut towards the United States and 
the gvneral tone 4>f pablic opinion in this enipire» I have only to raneat vhat 

it has so often been wj pliXMKtre to state, that nothing conid be more nank and 
l)igh-minded than thoy nave been from the beginning. Now that the hours of 
our trial are numbered, aud that the g^reat republic is seen to be emerging; more 
prosperuuti aud powerful lhau ever, the fcuitog towards us has uut dimiuished 
in eoidialily. 

I have BO reeendy aiddrensed yon on the subject of German politics that I 
phall say nothing more to-day, save to observe that the Saxon-Bavariau-TTes- 
sian motion before the Diet has obtained, as you doubtless have noticed, tlie ex- 
pected majority. The opposition of Prussia, and the fixed resolution of Austria 
to preeerve its intiaate rdatlons with that kingdom, deprive the vote* I snppoae, 
oi mnch practical eignificanoe. 

I have the honor to remain, air, yonr obedient servant, 

J. LOTHKOP MOTLEY. 

iiuu. William H. Seward, 

Seer^ory of State, igc., Ijfc., Sfe^ 



Mr, Motley to Mr. Seward, 
No. 93.] LaoATioN or thb Unitkd Statbs, 

Vienna, April 9, 1S65. 

Sir ; I have the lionor lo acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 130, 
of date 13ih of March, containing military news, especially in relation to Major 
General Sheiidan^s magniieent ezpedition« which eertainly seems to be one of 
the most remarkable exploits of this or of any war. 

We are lonkiiif; with intense anxiety, but with highcBt hope, upon the devel- 
opment of i)ur vaat military drama, ot which the details, obviously prearranged 
by the band ot a great master in the art of war, 8cem rapidly bringing about 
the catastrophe for which the whole world has so long been almost breamlessly 
waiting. 

Tlif oxpor^ition of the political situation of Richmond, reforre^l to in your de- 
spatch, bar* alt*o reached me, and I have read it with very great intcre.-'t. Of 
course the importance of such pictures depends upon their accuracy, aud upon 
the opnortnnities of the artist who paints them. As yon seem to have been 
satisfied as to their fidelity, I need not say how closely I have stddied them. 
I have the honor to remain, sir, year obedient servant, 

J. LOTH&OP MOTLET. 

llou. William II. Sbward, 4ic., Igc., 4c. 



Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward, 

3Co. 96.J Lboatio?! Of the United States, 

Vienna, April 16, ISGo. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 132, 
of date tilstof March, containing military intelligence, especially concerning 
General Sheridan's solendid successes, of which the importance can scarcely, I 
Ihiak, be exaggerateo. 

The deuils of Geneial Shiman's wonderful campaign reach us slowly, but 
are studied with intense care, and it would be difficult for me to describe the 
emotioua of pride and patriotic exultation with which we follow the career ot 
tiiis dai'ing aud most sagacious dbieftoia. Who can doubt that the canse of 
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civilization and of human freedom most feriompli under the gnidcnoe of mcb mil- 
itary geuiua as it lunv possesses ? 

I have the houor to remain, sir, your obciiieut servant, 

J. LOTHBOP MOTLEY. 

Hon. WiuJAH H. Sbward, 

8eer9Uuyrf Slate, 



Mr, Mmiet to Mr, Moliep, 

No. 140.J Department of State, 

WMkingtom, Aprii 28, 18C5. 

Sir : Tour despatch of the Sd instant, Ko. 89, has been received. For the 
▼ay interesting BOBunaiy which it presents of the recent debates in the Beiehs- 
rathf you will please acce|)t the thanks of the department. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant) 

W. HUNTER, Acting Secretary. 

J. LOTHKOF MOTLBY. ^ VumUL 



Mr. MutJcy to Mr. Si ward. 

Ko. lOO.J Lboation of thk Unitro States, 

Vienna, April 24, 1865. 

Siu: It would be quite impos&ible for me to express the joy with which 
every Ameriean heart abroad, as well as at home, has been fiUod at the recent 

tidings of the occupation of Richmond and the destruction or capture of the 
whole of Lee's army. The first rmotion mn?t naturally he one of intense and 
humble gratitude to God, that our terrible expiation is nearly nccfunplished. 
Certainly no one can now donbt that the four years' war by which an oppressed 
race has been redeemed twrn slavery and the great repablte seenred upon weU- 
nigh impregnable foundations, is rapidly approaehhig its end. 

No thinker in any part of the world, no one accustome'l to ponder the mean- 
ing; of daily events and to ef»timate moral and political force.-*, can ever have 
doubted as to Che ultimate result of this great struggle. Nowhere more than in 
America hav^the moral fbiees a direct and visible effect upon political affairs, 
and never were the moral forces of humanity exerted on so prodigious a scale 
and in so uncrjnivDcal ;i dire ction as in this rnnt* ^t of principles which tlie pro- 
fane and vulgar of Europe have been in the iinbit of denouncing a« our " wicked, 
causeless, and hopeless" war. Certainly, those who have so firmly hoped for 
the success of a conspiracy ostentatiously founded on perpetiud negro slaveiy as 
its corner-stone, must have been brought op in a different school of morals nom 
that in which the majority of Americans have been educated . And if the preB- 
ervation of a great commonwealth like unr.-?, resting on widrr foundations of 
popular liberty, and offering better hopes for the general progress of humanity 
than any polideal organization yet attempted by mankind, did not justify the 
vast and voluntary expenditure of blood and treasure with which the American 
people has startled the world, then was bloodshed never authorized on earth. 
In my own humble judgment, there has never scorned a chance of success for 
the rebellion even in the darkest liours, for to contend agaiust the democratic 
principle in America was like struggling against any of the elemental and inex- 
orable laws of nature. But while the supremacy of the republic and die de* 
Btmction of the rebellious oligarchy were predestined events, there was ever a 
terrible uncertaintgr as to the number of yean during which the sacrifice of 
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bumaa life and the outpourmg of national wcHlth might go unchecked ; and it 
was not until the final aeetnietfon of Hood'e arpiy hy Thomas, and the mi^i- 
fieent inarch of Sherman h-om Atlanta to Wilniington» that the downfall of the 
eo-called confederacy within the current year became inevitable. I confess, 
liowover, that I, for one, was not prepared for the moM dramatic and complete 
catadtropbe which the genius of the Lieutenant General had so qaictly ordained. 
It is an additional canse of national gratitude to that great soldier that the de- 
cisive cruishing of the rebellion against American liberty hae been effected in so 
sudden and startling a manner. 

The hatel^i of popular freedom everywhere who have been prayino^ so fer- 
vently fur the success of the slaveholders cannot but be more vividly impressed 
by such a termination than if Lee had withdrawn his army intact from an uu- 
toiable poeitiottt and had thus, perhaps, been enabled to continue the struggle 
in some other stronghold until the rebellion perished of exhaustion. And the 
moral effect upon after ages will thus be the more distinct, for the method taught 
by Grant of trampling out Hedition against the majesty of the people will as- 
suredly be a lesson to be studied in the schools of states unborn and nations 
yet to be. 

I do not think it exaggeration to say that this ten days' woriL will always 

rank ani.uifr the moft consummate of military achievements. 

Hot often in history have we read of a stronghold like Richmond — ^besieged, 
but not invested — being taken by assault, and the whole defending army of 
seventy tbonsand men, killed, wounded, or captured within lees than a fortnight 
of time. And the modesty and patience of the genera1-iu-chief awaiting with 
the steadiness of fate the issue of his vast combinations, and the utter inditfer- 
ence to the common joys of the conqueror, in abstaining from taking formal 
possession of the captured city that he might the more rapidly intercept the 
nying but not yet annihilated rebels, are sis impressive in a moral point of view 
as are the wisdom of his strategy and the vigor of his blows when the long* 
foreseen hour to strike had come. 

I am tre.<pa»sing too much on your time, having" nothing especial to commu- 
nicate, and it is superfluous for me to dwell any longer upon this victory of 
Grant, upon the spieudor of Sheridan's exploits, which will live as long as we . 
have a history, and upon tlic steadiness, couraps and sagadty of all our other 
!• id»'rr», and of the whole noble army of the Potomac- from corps commanders 
to privates. But what is most likely to strike the foreign observer, and to be 
most pregnant in useful lessons to mankind, is the magnanimity exhibited by 
the American people m tiie hour of its triumph, the absence of a thirst for ven- 
geance, the yearning for reoraciliation with our opponents which mingled with 
the rapture of success; above all, the spontaneous outbur.^t of devout thanks* 
giving to the Almighty for the preservation of our united republic. 

Military and naval triumphs as signal as those which have made the names 
of Grant and Sherman, «nd Farragut, and of othersi immortal might prove a 
cane instead of a hlesung to the nation if we forgot that they had been achieved 
over our own brethren, and if they should foster in our people a Invt- of war 
fir its (,v,'n Hake, a pas.sion for a national military renown which at best, in this 
age of the world, is a poor thing, and which fur us would be fatal as well as 
vuteff. 

Of this we need entertain no fear, I think ; and it seeiDB to me the duty of 
«VCTy American representative abroad to combat the very prevalent theory that 
our success in crur^hiug a domestic sedition by force of arms foreshadows war 
with foreign nations, and that it will be necessary to seek new fields of action 
far the great fleets and armies which the zehellion has eaUed into existence. 
There is no need of my 1 veiling now on theveryohviousarguments, so familiar to 
'^ ry Ajnerican, by which I endeavor to prove the unsoundness of these fears, 
tW certainty that Uie American people has liad enough of bloodshed for a cen- 
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imy, and that it has far too much common sense not to perceive tiiat a fdtnre of 
prosperity and of a higher life is opening befiwe it by coltlwtiiig the mrt» of 
peace euch as never lay before any nation nntil now. 

I ought to add, that on reading the telegraphic news of the surrender of Lee 
with the remains of his army I had an interview with the Count Men^dorflT, and 
nothing could be more cordial or genial than the felicitations with which he 
greeted me on mj entrance, for the news had already reached him. 

"You know," he said, that our wishes have always heen for Toor success, 
and that his Majesty has always frankly desired the suppression of tne rebellion." 
It was a pleasure to me to r«-Hpond that ever since my residence here I had 
never heiird a word from any ouc coniu ctcd witli the imperial royal government 
except of friendship and cordiality to the American Union. I take pleasure in 
adding that the langnage of the Austrian press, so for as I haye ohsenred* and of 
all circles of Vienna society, is one of very sincere congratulations. 

Europe is ringing with the news almost to the exclutjion of other topics, hut 
the voice of detraction and of impotent malice is unheard in these regions. 

In concluding, I beg^to express my most fervent congratulations on these aua- 
picioQS events to the Ptesident, who during this erentfal period has so well 
represented the American people in its onsophistieated wisdom, its ooiinige» its 
patience, and its generosity. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, yotur obedient servant, 

J. LOTHEOP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William H. Suward, 

Secretary of Staiet (jfe., 4^* 



Mr, MoUey to Mr, Seteard, 

No. 101.] Legation op thb Umtkd States. 

Vintna, April 30, 1S65. 

Sir : Tlie news of^the great tragedy, which has brought desolation upon our 
country iu the very moment of our lughest joy, reached this place on the 26tb. 
This ie the first post which leaves Vienna since the receipt of the intelligence. 

I shall not even attempt to picture the consternation which the event h;i3 
can?(Hl throughout the civilizr d world, nor to describe the nngiiish -.vliicli it has 
excited in my own heart, as in that of every loyal American, whether at home 
or abroad. 

The European public spontaneously expresses in every public way its admi- 
ration for the character of the murdered President, and its horror at the vile 
assassm who has taken his life. And if the inhabitants of foreign and distant 

lands are giving expressions to such deep and unaffected sentiments, what must 
be the emotions now sweeping over our own country ? I confess that I shud- 
der at the thought of the deapatches and journals now on their way to Europe. 
As yet we have nothing hut the hrief telegraphic tale of horror pnUished by 
the Secretary of War to Mr. Adams, in Lradon, and by him transmitted to the 
United States' legations on the continent.- 

Not often in human history hu8 a great nation been subjected to such a sud- 
den conflict of passions. In the midst, not of triumph nor vtd^r exultation, 
but of deep, religious, grateful joy at the final suppression of a wicked rebellion, 
the redemption of the land from the perils of death, and the certaintv of its 

furification from the great cnrse of slavery, blessings hronght about under God 
y the {genius of our great generals, the courncfe of onr armies, and the saga- 
city of our statesmen, the American people has seen its beloved and venerated 
Chiet Magistrate murdered before its eyes. 
The eminent statesman who, with such snrpassbg ability, has goided oar foi^ 
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relations during the mn?it cnttcnl anfl rianp^orous period of our history 
eeems, thank God, to have L.-*caji('tl d( ath, if we may trust the recent telegrams 
received laHt night ; bat we must wait with intense anxiety the arrival of more 
tiiaii one post beftm we can fetil eoDfideoee that the eowaidly and mnrderoiia 
aasanlt upon him in his sick bed has not after all been suoeeaafiil. May Qod 
grant that his invaluable life may be spared, and that the country may long 
have the benefit of his wise and faithful counsels. May the life of that excel- 
lent son, who has so nearly perislied in the attempt to defend his father, also 
be preaenred. What may he the effect of thla snaden veviUakm in the national 
feeling I Iiardly dare to contemplate. 

The benignant heart of the late President was filled, as wo have reason to 
belif ve, with thoughts of peace and reconciliation and reunion ; with the fifeiings 
of compassion for the criminal, mingled with detestation of the crime, becoming 
the ehief of « ^raat, free, and magnanimoos nation, In the hoar of ita ▼ietoir. 
wbeo the aaaaaam took hia life. And the country itself, consciona of ita atrengthi 
■ OOP ed fully to respond to these pontimcnts of the President. 

Will not these gentler feelings give way to a desire to vengeance, to a convic- 
tion of the necessity of terrible severity, now that the great treason has just 
aeeonpliBhed Ita darkeat crime, now that the moat flloatnona of all the innnmer- 
•ble victims of the akveholden' rehdlion haa been ao haaely and wantonly 
•acrificed { « 

I should apologize for giving expreai*ion to these thoughts, not iuitnblc to a for- 
mal despatch, but in such days as these, and in the midst of such a national sorrow, 
it is diioeolt to be formal, and Impoaaihle to be calm. Nor can I resist the im- 
' poise to add my humble contribution to the nnlTersal eulogy which I know is 
pouring forth at t\m moment from so many more eloquent tongues than mine, 
and out of no many million-^ of sorrowing and affectionate hearts, now that the 
most virtuous of chief magistrates is uo more. 

I know that one shonld avoid the language of exaggeration of oyeivexdted 
enthaauem, so natural when a man, eminent m atation, mental abilitiea, and lofty 
characteristics, is suddenly taken away, yet I am not afraid to express the opin- 
ion that tin* name of Abraham Lincoln will be cherished fo long as we have a 
history as oue of the wisest, purest, and noblest ma^strates, as one of the great- 
Cit benefactors to the hnman race, that have ever lived. I believe that the 
Ibttndation of his whole character was a devotion to duty. T6 borrow a phrase 
from his brief and simple, but most elotjuent inaugural address of this year, it 
was " his firmness in the right as God gave him to see the right" which enabled 
him to discharge the functions of his great office, in one of tlie most terrible 
periods of the world's history, with such rare sagacity, patience, elieerfnlness» 
and courage. And Gk)d, indeed, gave him to see the right* and he needa no 
nobler epitaph than those simple words from hi^ own lips. 

So much firmness with such gentleness of heart, so much logical acutenet<8 
with such almost childlike simplicity and ingenuousness of nature, so much 
candor.to weigh the wisdom of others, with so much tenacity to retain hia own 
jad|nMOt» were rarely before united In one individual. 

^ever was such vast political power placed in purer hands; never did a heart 
remain more humble and more unsophiaticatea after the highest prizes of 
earthly ambition had been obtained. 

Certainly, •* government of the people, by the people, for the people"— 4o qnote 
aptn his own words— shall never perish, mnut the earth ao loog^ as the American, 
people can embody itself in nchancter ao worthy to represent the best quali- 
ties of humanity — its courage, generosity, patience, sagacity, and integrity — .it» 
these have been personified in him who has been oue of the^ best of rulers, and. 
ii now one of the noblest of martyrs. 

If it seems auperiuons and almost presomptnous that I»n comparative stran- 
|» 10 Mr. Uacoln, altkoogh honored with hia conunisaioni shoald apeak of himi 
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thns at leng;th to tho?e who shared Iii-* counsels and enjoyed his intimacy* 
• can only reply that the grief which, in common with every loyal American, 
most profoundly feel at his death demands an expression, and that at t) 
distance from my country it is a consolation for me to speak of his virtues 
those who knew him beat 

I have followed his career and have studied every public act and utterance 
his with an over-increasin» veneration for a chrirncter and an intellect whi« 
seemed to expand and to grow more vigorous the greater the demand that w. 
made upon their strength. 

And this feeling, I belieTe* is shared not only by all Americans worths 
the name, but by all the inhabitants of foreign lands, who have given theniBelyi 
the trouble to Httidy our hiftorj' in thi^^ its most eventful period, 

I wish to conclude this despatch by rnjuestinj,' you to convey my most r 
spectiul compliments to President Johnson, together with my prayers for h 
success in administering the affairs of his great office. That he is animate 
with the warmest patriotism, and by a determination to meet wisely and maninll 
the neat responsibility which has devolved upon him, wo are all conTineed 
and I am sure that the best wi!>hes of every patriotic heart, and the counse 
of the wisest minds will be evt-r re;uly to support liim in the great tusk of n 
constructing that blessed Union whieh traitor bauds have failed with ail tbe^ 
eflforts to destroy. ^ 

I have the honor to ranain, respectfullT, Yoar obedient servant, 

J. LOTH&OP MOTL£Y. 

Hon. William H. Skward, 

Secretary of Slale^ Washington. 



Mr. MoUey to Mr* Seward. 

No. 102.J Lboation of the TTnitbd States, 

Vienna, April 30, 18G5. 

Sir : The impression created in this capital by the horrible murder and at- 
tempts to murder just committed in Washington has been intense. 

The whole diplomatic .corps, with scarcely an exception, have called upon me, 
as representative of the United States, and their wann and sincere expreaaiou 
of sympathy at our national loss, of cordial good will for the Union, and, more 
important than nil, of decided respect and admiration for the character of OIU 
lamented President, have been most grateful to my heart. 

The journals of the capital — all of them, as I have often htvd occasion to 
remarkt ooodncted with great abililnr — have Tied with each other in eloqoent 
tributes 4to the virtues of Mr. Lincoln, in ezpreasiona of unaffected sympathy 
for the great cause of which he was the impersonation, and of horror at the ac- 
•cursed crime by which one of the best of men has lieen taken from the world. 

I enclose (marked A and B) the correspondence between the minister of for- 
•eign affairs and myself in relation to this event. I send, further, a translation 
^(marked C) of the report, taken from the joomala of tiie day» of the aotioo 
;takeD on the subject in the ReiclMiadi. Dr. Berger, the member who pro- 
monnced the brief but feeling eulogy upon Mr. Lincoln, is one of the most 
(distinguished and elfx^uent members of the house. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedieut servant, 

J. LOTHfiOP MOTLET. 

^on. William H. Svwabd, ^ 
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A. 

The nnJer.tipned, envoy extraordinnry and minister plenipotentiary of the Unitod Statea 
of America, deems it his duty to atato to nis exceUencj Count Menadurff, imperial rojal min- 
inter of fioTeign affairs, and thronfh him (if sneh a course be considered proper) to his Majority 
the Emperor, that nfficial intellifrenco lias been reooivi'd by t^-lejjrnph at thi« lep^^ation of the as* 
aaaaiuation of Abraham Lincoln, President of tiie Unitod btates, in his box at the theatre at 
Wa«hiugton, on the evening of the 14tb April. The PieaidenC died OD the morning following. 

The extent of this caliinjity cnii bfirdly now be duly measured. 

No President of the United StHtes, since Washiu^ton, has so thoroughly possessed the confi- 
dence and the veneration of the (froat majority ot the American nation as did Mr. Lincoln* 
No man doubted his purity of character, his patience, hi.i firmness of purpoee, his benigiu^, 
his vriA*" cheerfnlne.ss in the duike.st hours, and his trau^pureut honesty. 

His love of his whole eonntry was perfect. To restore the blessed Union which the rebel- 
Bon of a rast number of misguided iudividuals, acting in the interest of neero slavery, had at- 
teniplwd to deetroy, wea tbe object of his ndmiaistration. That ot^ect had been secured after 
lour years of terrible wm Hire, l>y the capture of all the strongholds of the insurrection, the 
cnpitolation of its jurincipal armies, and by dne legal provisions for the emancipation of the 
davM. 

The President was on the point nf ifiKuinp an address to the people of the in'!nrjr< nt S:tnt"«, 
do«btl«'s«< with the intent uf exuressin^r the terms of thatamnesty and pardon which Congress, 
seiyiiig n\H)n his wifidoin and generosity, had alraidy empowered him, his discieUon, to 
grunt, when the hand of the assassin t«H>k his life. 

The Hudersigned will not even albide to the universal distress which this tragic terniiuu- 
tion to the virtuous career of their ( hit f Ma^^istrate mnsWcaiLsc in the hearts of the whole 
American people. Words are too weak to depict such a UDlTenwl sorrow as this ; but if an 
exc«se be thought necessary on the part f>f thetindersigned for thus dwelling upon the events 
whi' h hiive juht overwhelmed him with (riief, it must In- found in the fact thai tli-' imii- rial 
royal government has ever so frankly and so nobly manifested its sentiments towards the 
United States government in its contest with this iuquitotis rebellion, as to justify the hope 
«f lis sympathy at this tragic mciiK tit. It 5?^ a consolation to the undersipneil rrmeuiber 
tltat one of the last public utterance.'^ of the lamented President in regard to toieign affairs 
was a recent acknowledgment of the magnanimity and fnendiv attitade of Ids Imperiel royal 
Jlajp^ty t< 'Wards the United States thronp+iotit the course of tlie great rontesf. 

No d4-taiis MM to the condition of tbe United States minister of foreign affaire^, Mr. Howard, 
has yet been received, but tbe critical state of his health, caused by a severe accident a very 
little while before tbe murderous attempt upon his life, makes it but too probabU- that the 
United 8tates may soon be called on to mourn also for the loss of this most eminent and ac- 
complished statesman. 

Tne anderaigoed seises the opportunity to renew to Count Meusdorff the expression of his 
most distingnished considemtioo. 

J. LOTHBOP MOTLEY. 

His ExceUency Col'nt Meksoorff, 

b^ptrud nogtl Muu$Ur ^ Fonign AJairt* 



V!r.?rx\. April '>8, 

Tbe undersigned has the honor to acknowledge the receipt from the Hon. .J. Lothrop Mot- 
Isy, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the Unitod 8tates of America, of the 

eftecBird note concertiinfr the fn^flitful act nerjM>trated against the President, Mr. Abraham 
Lincoln, and to state that he at once luid the said note before his most gracious Majesty tbe 
Enperor. 

Tne imperial government cmild not receive the news of this horrible event without tho 
deepest indignation, which has made upon it the more painful impression, as shortly b4-fore it 
i»d seen reason to instruct its mini^^ter at Washington to express to tlie government tiiere 
Us sincere congratulations upon tbe brilliant roanlts which pimnised a speedy end of the 
Moody contest in the States or the Union. 

The horrid crime of which Mr. Liiu i'ln was the victim conld not but inspire the govera- 
BK&t of his Majesty the £mperor with the more sincere jprief, as at no time have the relations 
betwesn Anstrw and the Umted Stotee borne a more friendly efaaractor than during the offi- 
cial term of Mr. Uincfdn 

The imperial government cannot but cherish the liveliest desire that the hopos of a 
htfff fbtiira for the Unitod Stotaa, wUeh In tUia ooontiy it was believed might be eonfl- 
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dently basod on the disttngimbed characterUUcs, the witdom and moderation of the lamented 
Ptmident, iimy bo falfiUed under bis Bucceaiior, and the peacefitl felaHonabelweeD tfa^ Uiuted 

Btatt-; aud fort'igii i)invt i s lit pros* nc*! uii(1Ulurl>ed. 

In conclusion, toe uuderaigned tot b it hin duly to give expression to the sincere wish of 
the imperial govemmeDt, that it nmj plea«e Providence to preserve to the eoantrj etill for- 
th<'rtlt<- piiiinetit Sccrcf of StHt<', whose lift> lins ftlsn In t'ii in ilanjr«^r from murdprous hands. 

The undersigned avails himseif uf this uccaMou to renew to the honorable minister the as- 
•urance of his distinguished consideration. 

In the abaence of the minister of foraign affMn, 

IIBTSENBUG. 

His Excellency J. L(»Tfrnop MoTLET, 

Envoy ExtraoTUiuarjf and Miuitter Ple»ifoUntiary of tht L. S, of America. 



C. 

fiBsmoH OP TBE House or I>Bi»imBs» ApfU99, 186S. 

Tlio session op<>ned at 10.40. Deputy Dr. Berp-er spoke us fullows: 
G£STLtJi£M : The news of the tragical fate which has befalk u the President of the United 
States, Abraham Lincoln, thronf^b a mnrdennu band, at the very moment in which the cause 

of the iKirtlicm Stutcs. aud with it the cause of freedum utid civili/.!iti«tn and huniHiiity, wus 
victorious, has, I believe 1 ma/ announce, deeply moved all circlea and all daasea of aoeteor 
fai our flMherland abo. 

From the rery hcpiniiinp of tint ovenffnl and blcMNly sfrufrgle, which has 1a^ited severnl 
Tears, Austria was always un the side of tlie north, and on the day on which the news of the 
laat victory of the northern States reaehed Washington, tha nan who now standi at tha bead 
of the United St4ite8 dt clured that the sovereifrn of thf state to which we beUmg, frooi ibabapB- 
oiug ap enemy of every rehelliuu, had always stood on the side of the uoiih. 

I tUnk that it hecomoa this hout^e, which represeuts the Dctpulatiou of Austria, to express 
its sympatliy for tlie cause of the northern States, its synipathy for the traffic fate of Abraham 
Lincoln, the plain, simple man, who has risen out of the people to be placed at the head 
of the greatest state, and I move that the president should aommDU the houae to sig- 
nify, hy risinp;' from their plnrcs, tliis its doubk' sentinient — s^-uipathj Uu the tn^^fiilaof 
President Lincoln — sympathy for the cause of the northern States. 

The PRI^MIDBMT. Idonbtnot that the house sharst tha views and feelings which the dep- 
uty, Uerger, has flzprosaed, and will he ready to give proper ovidaBiOe tharaof by riatng fiKun 
their seats. 

(The assemblj' risea. Ihiring this oenmooy the ministen Me In their plaoee as dqi^ntiea ) 



Mr, MotUif to Mr, Hunter, 

No. 103.] Lboation of the Unitbd Statbs, 

Vmmm, May 8, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of de^pateh No. 13G, of 
date Ajiril 10, pigiicil by F. W. Seward, Acting Secretary of State, and gfiving 
official intelligence of the great events which would seem to have nearly de- 
Btroyed the military power uf the insurrectiou — the battles before retersburg» 
the capime of BicfanoDd* and the eai^tiikttoii of Lae. 

As thiB iDtelligence had ahready reached me, and had ahready been made the 
Bubject of more than one eongratulatory despatch on my part, I refrain from 
further alhision at thif momejit to tliia memorable campaiprn, which has rarely 
been i^urpa^sed in consummate military ability and succesd iu the annals of oar 
own ur of any other nation. 

I have uie honor to remain, sir, voor obedient servant, 

J. LOTHfiOP MOTLET. 

Hon. WiuJAM HuNTBR, 9fo,t igc. 
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Air. Matk^ to Mr, MmUer, ^ 
Sow 105.] Lboation of thb United States, 

Vienna, May 8, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular, of date 
April 17. giving official intelligence of the horrible crimes committed at Wash- 
iogtoa on the uight of the 14th April, and of the great natioual bereavement 
k ihib death of oar wise, coorageous, and yirtnons I^^sident. 

Ab I hare alraady* liodi in oiBeial detpatefaet and privale letters, expresMd 
mj emotions upon this awful calamity, and alluded to the intense and uniyeraal 
g)rmpathj- which it has excited thronghout this country and the oviliied W0rld» 
1 confine myeelf to-day simply to acknowledge your despatch. 

You lurthcr inform me that Andrew Johnson has formally entered upon the 
dmiea of Preaidrat, and I bctg through yon to offiar my most respeetfbl good 
vidlies to tlie new Chief Magistrate of the nation, together with an expression 
of entire confidence in tlu^ zeal, patriotism, and great ability with which he 
seeoii^ a?~unMl]y doatined to carry out the great work of the naii(Hial reden^ 
tioD from the horrors of treason and slavery. 

Already there is a general feeling of respect, not nnmixed with astonishment. 
Ml tfarongliotit Europe fat the steadinees and tranqniUitT with which thia 
change in the executive head of the government has been enected in the midst 
of a trnpnl V almoet onparaUeledin histoij, and of apopnlar emotion hardly ever 
kn 

The world*8 iaith in the stability and benefiorace of democratic institutions 
ii «Bt likelj to be dindnished by so noble a spectide of national anguish, tem- 
peradl by national self reliance. 

You likewise notify me that j'ou hare heen authorized temporarily to act as 
Secretary of State, and I shall accordingly have the honor to aiddress my 
deepatches to you in that capacity. 

1 hare the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHBOP MOTLEY. 

Han. William Huntbr, 

Acting StcrtUury State, 



Mr. Motley to Mr. Hunter. 
Ko. 100.] Lboation OF the United Statks, 

Vienna, Maij S, 1S65. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge tho receipt of your despatch No. 139, 
of dale April 18, by which the news it< officially confirmed of tlie capture of 
^\ma and of Mobile, and of the proposed surrender by Johnston, Mosby, and 
liiboden. of the faieurgent armies. 

Ton further inAMia me that *'lfr. Sewaid* senior, is decidedly improving^ and 
thax Mr. F. W. Seward's case has shown more &vorable Bymptom^;." 

For this most consoling intelligence 1 am sincerely grateful, and I beg through 
voa to offer to onr eminent statesman and hiB excellent son my congratulations 
and my fervent ho|>es for their complete recovery. 

YoQ iostmet me tn the same despatch to notify all United States consuls within 
d»e Aostrian dominions that all the usual forms of national mourning for tho 
Presideot are to be obooTed. and I bog to say that this inatmotion has already 
\rtfTi compliej with. 

1 have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY. 

Hob. Wiluam Huntbk, 

Actkig Seerelury cfSMt. 
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, Mr. HmUr to Mr. MoiUg. 

No. 144.] Dbpabtmrnt of State, 

Washington, May 16, 1 865. 

Sir-: I have the honor to acknowle<]ge tbo receipt of your despatcbe^ from 
No. 90, of the 9th ultimo, to No. 100, of the 24th of the Bame month* with the 

exception of No. 98, which has not yet come to hand. 

• Your obdervatious upon the fall of Richmond, and the military eyents which 
immediately eneceeded the occupation of the IneoijgeDl eapital. are extvemelj 
intereeting and inatructive. 

I am, bUt, your obedient eerrantt 

.W. HUMliii. 

J. LoTUBOP Motley, Esi^., ifc., ifc., Vienna. ' 



Mr, Motley to Mr, Seward, 
No. 107J Lboation of thb Fmtkd Statbs, 

Vimna, June 5, 1865. 
Sir : 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Fiji.itehr!* Xi>3. 140 
to 144, from Aj^ril 22 to May 16, coutaiQing summaries of political and Luilitary 
eveuta. 

In No. 143, of date 16th May, were endoeed two eopiet of the President's 

procliimation relative to ioMligent cruisers, one of which, in accordance with yovr 

instructioiip, I have commnnicntod to the imperial royal p^ovemment, aceom- 
|»anied hy a brief note, of which the following paragraph h an extract: 

** The undersigned is glad to make use of this occaBion to express his eatie* 
Cnetion and that of his goTemment with the fact that, eo far aa the Austrian 
empire is coneemed, this proclamation has no practical i^plieadon. inasmuch as 
thp, insurgent cruiM^rs in question have never, so far r» known to the underfilled, 
'been harbored or countenanced within the dominions of his Imperial Bojal 
liaiesty." 

I have the honor to remain, itir, jonr very obedient seryant, 

J. LOTHBOP MOTLEY. 

Uon. Willi AM Hunter, 

Acting Secretary if State, Waskingtom, 



Mr, Modeif to Mr, HwUer, 

No. 108.] . I^ATIOfil OP TflK UnITBII 8taTII8» 

FfOHM, Jane 5, 1865. 

S|R : It seems .to me that the time <^ the department must be too miieh 
absorbed b}' the p;rave dntiep of reconstruction at home, and of directing our re- 
lations altro.ul will) thone loivign BtatcB whose conduct during the four years' war 
has been let^s Btraighttbrward and loyal than that of the Austrian government 
has been, to leave many leisure moments at present for intending to lets import- 
ant oorrespondence. 

I shall only say, Uierefore, in regard to the affairs of this country, that nothing 
very important haP occurred since my last writing. The Emperor is about to 
make a vi»it to Hungary, and hopes are entertained that the personal presence 
of the sovereign may exercise a fortunate mfluence on the relations between the 
eoontries beyond the I^eitha and those other parts of the empire which hftv« 
Already accepted the constitution of 1861. 

I believe it is ezpeeted that belore the close of this year the Dietof Hongtiy 
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will be convoked, daring the sessions of which vigorous attempts will be made 
to overcome the paesive resietance hitherto offered by that kingdom to the con- 
stitutional union. I should not think, however, that sanguine hopes were enter* 
talned of wy soon feeing Hungarian depntfes deeted to take the seats ptorided 
for them ii» the Reichsrath. 

The Schlrpwig-Holstein affair drap;^? its plow hngtli along. The imperial 
government htw consented to the Pniseian propoBitinn, that the provincial Diets 
of the Elbe duchies should be summoned according to the electoral law of 1854, 
iMther tiian the mete Bbeial one of 1849. 

The sovereignty of those provinces still remains in Ae joint possession of die 
Emjioror of AtHtria nnfl the King of Prur^sia, and no very rapid fteps 8eem 
likely to he taken- on the part of tho^e potentates to vacate th» ir c^mdominiura 
in favor of any of the rival claimaiitd to the dukedoms. There will be much 
tedious, legal, and hlstorieal disqm'sition befVne Pnseia will avow herself con* 
vineed on the subject, and meanwhile her able and indefatigable prime minister 
will see to it that the naval and military reqnnementt of that kingdom jreceive 
no detriment. 

The question of Mexico occupies a very large part of public attention in 
£inope» and the jprohahle dangers impending over her new order of things, so 
in as estebUshed!^ in that conntryi is a very fruitful topic of di:>cus8ion in the 
journal.'*. T have had no conversation, official or informal, on the Bul'jcct with the 
imperial government. My pergonal views as to this adventure have been long 
ago expressed whenever httiug occasions offered, and the position of the govern- 
ment of the United States has been folly set forth by my commnnieation of the 
de:<patche8 of the Secretary of State aeeording to his instmctioiiH. As I have 
oftt n had occasion to observe, the imperial government has ever held itt*elf aloof 
from the whole Mexican enterprise, and di:»avow8 responsibility for its results. 
I Huppose that the United States government continues its diplomatic relations 
with tne Mexican republioi and has no prsnent intention of departing from the 
Hne of strict neotrauty which it has laid dowu between the contending parties 
in that country, nor any intention nf lending assistance by underhruid means to 
either belligerent. In cat^e any change of attitude is conletnjdati il. 1 beg to re- 
ceive as early instructions as possible, and I should be much gratiHed to be 
Infoimed, if each a eoone be not inconvenient as to any important communiea- 
tions that may have been had on this subject at Washington or elsewhere. It 
is obvious that my position requires me to he at lea.^t as well inf^trneted in thlB 
matter as other diplomatic representatives of the United States may be. 
I have the honor to remain, air, your obodieut servant, 

J. liOTHBOP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William Huntbr, 

Atetmg SeertUarff State, Wa»kin^;Um» 



Mr, Seward to Mr, MoUey, 

Ko. 148.1 Department op Statb, 

Waeknigtom, June 13, 1865. 
Sib : I have rsceived and have read with deep interest yovr despatches from 
Ko. 101, of April 30, to No. 106, of the 8th nltimo. Your accounts of the feel- 
ing with which the news of the apsassination of the late President of the 
United States was received throughout the Austrian empire, as well as else- 
where in Geruiany, are very gratifying. Yonr own proceed i ngs upon the 
tn a|^ioved« 

I am» sir* yonr obedient servmit* 

WILLIAM H. S£WAfiI). 

J. LOTBROP MoTLBYi £s^.t ifC,, SfC, ViCHUa, 
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1&: MoUey to Mr, Seward, 

No. 111.] Lbuation of the United States, 

Vienna, June 21, 1865. 

Sir: I have no startling events to record since my last writing. Nevertbelees 
it cannot be denied that the attention of the Austrian statesmen ia absorbed hy 
very grave matten. Whether the positloD of the admuiistntuHi or of any mem- 
ben of it is seriously compromiBea or not I am not prepared to decide ; bat it 
is certain Uiat dcfi ats have been sustained by the government on vital questions, 
which, in a rt'fxularly organized parliameutAry system on the English model, 
would neccdsariiy lead to a resignation or to a dissolution. A few dajre a^o 
(here waa a warm debate apon the qnestioii whether, aflcording to a oertaia 
article ( No. 13 ) in the February oouBtitotlon, ministers were not MUtid to obtaiA 
the sanction of the Reichsrath to measures taken during its recess. A rcsolutioii 
to the cfft'ct that such measures were nnconftitutional and void unless enbse- 
qucutiy confirmed by the n'prcpoutative body was carried agaiut<t the minitaters 
by a majority of two-thirds. 1 have not learned that there are to be atiy ateps 
tucea in eoneeqiieiioe of this vote. 

Thin Week the minlater ot finance has announced that a loan of 117 miUiona 
of florins will be necefeary to cover the eijtimated deficit fur the yeat H isG^ and 
1SG6. The house of deputies refused to sanction at present a loan of more than 
13 millions, or ouu-uinth of the whole amount, a sum immediatijly required fur 
the protection of the July couponi on the existing debt, and reaervee the futbtt 
authorization of the loan demanded nntil the finance lawi for 1865 and 1866 
aball have been constitutionally pasi^ed. 

The effect of these eentiinonte and di^tMi^sions has been very perceptible on 
the exchange and in the pui)lic fcelins. There is a sentiment, amounting almorat 
to conviction in some ^uartcid, that Uie empire ia on the hijzh road to national 
bankraptcj ; that it is imposaible to raJae any more revenoe nom taxation, as tbe 
pei^le are not able to bear the existing burden, and that some means most lie 
dipcovorod without delay for reducing the expenses at least to an ecjuilibritim 
with the present revenue, and for putting an end to the annual deficit which liaa 
assumed a frightlul regularity. 

Those means have not yet been fi>nnd, and I refer yon to extracts appended 
to this despatch from remarkable speeches Jnst made in the honse of peers, bjr 
some distinguir^hed members of that body, as piooll thai veiy great alarm M 
felt, and that the alarm is not without cau8e. 

In previous despatches I have given you sufficient details as to the annual 
budgets of the empire, and as to the amount of the national debu 

In round numbers, for general purposes, it may be said that Austria owes to- 
day about as many florins as the United Stat^ government owes dollar;). 

The annual interest, exclusive of that upon the "Grand Entlantunp," (a debt 
of about fiOO millions, contracted for the emancipation of the peafiantt*.) is not 
far trom 120 millions of florins. The market price of the Austrian loans, bearing 
6 per cent interest in specie, is quoted today in Frankfort at 66}, and that (n 
the United States six per cent five-twenties at 75. 

Thus, ut this moment of our emerging from a terrible civil war of four years* 
duration, which has co^t 3,000 millions of dollars, our credit is about equal to 
that of the Austrian government, although our actual indebtedness is about 
double theirs, (a florin being nearly half a dollar,) while the popnUtiou, re- 
spectively, of the empire and of the republic is almost exaedy the same. 

As United States stocks have been S4dd as low as 36 in Frankfort, or at less 
tihan half tlieir present market value, you perceive how rapid has been the ad- 
vance, in the belief that the American government is not rosliiug very rapidljr 
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npoTi thnt national bonkraptej which oar exeeUent fiienda in £n|^d hvn 00 

steadily predicted. 

After all, it is felt that a natioa which has a vested capital of at least 21,000 
sullionB of dolUuTB, or fleren times its dolit> whose population doablei ereiy 
quarter of a eentiirj, whose wealth donhles every ten yeerst and whose annnu 

production may be fairly stated at 4,000 millions, or considerably more than 
that of any other country, is not in dauo^er of insolvency unless the character 
of Its people, both for industry and good faith, should suffer some astouoding 
metAmorphosis. 

The instant disbanding of a Urge part of those armies and navies, (as soon 
aa the last shot in the civil war was fired,) with which it was ^msidered bo cer- 
tain abroad that we wore at once to attack England and France, and the world 
in general, in order to find occupation for our warriors, and to slake the per- 
sistent thirst for blood which the war against the slave power was supposed to 
have engendered, has astoondsd Europe — ^for Ennype always knows that we 
are going to do exactly the reverse of what we rsally do— bnt it has benefited 
onr credit. 

The rapid disappearance of those tremendous forces peeraa as prodigious to 
the European mind as their sudden apparition whea recj^uircd to save our na- 
tional life, while the ranishiog into space of the ** nation" created by Jeffinson 
Davis, and so warmly welcomed by the haters of onr republic, without leaving 
one solid fragment of itself in exiatencp, ought to furnish a Ir-sson to politicianB 
in future in trie art of distinguishing exhalations from organized bodies. 

But it is hardly possible for the Austrian empire, or for auy of the great or 
Httle powers of the continent, to effect sneh sweeping retrenchments as onr 
gM^raphical position and our democratic institutions allow. Of the four mil> 
Hon? cif -oldiers always kept on foot in Europe, this empire has from 320,000 
to 613,(100, the latter figure being that of its army on a war footing, while the 
total number (active and reserve) of the army of Hesse Casscl, with its popula- 
tion of 740,000, is 15,000, or two thousand more than the whole Uniteo States 
army— officers, musicians, and privates — ^in 1860. 

It is true that the expense of the imperial army has just been reduced, as 
was well put by Minister von Schmosling in bis speech to the peers, from 135 
million florins to 05 millions, being a saving of 40 millions; but the exposed 
coodiiiou of the empire, the troops of enemies ever ready to take advantage of 
any momentary weakness, and the constant possibility of external wars, great 
or litde, or of flistiurbancea in some portion of its very heterogenfon^^ popula- 
tion, n nd< r it doulitful whether snch a diminution can be sustained, and almost 
certain that it could be earned no further. 

Thut the exigency of diminishing the imperial expenditure is very great, 
and that there is a frank determinatmn, both of the ministiy and of the opposi- 
tion, to eflSsct such retrenchments, seem to be certain, hot the road to them doee 
not Beem so clear. 

It was wittily observed by Count Rechberg, ex-minister of" foreign afllairs, 
that the opposition was very loud iu shouting fire, but they did not come for- 
ward with the engines to pntitont; and it was quite as wittily replied, by 
Count Auersperg, that the key of flie engine-house was not in their hands, bnt 
is that of the authorities. 

7Tin-j far I have not seen any very promising indications of large economies to be 
efr< ct» d in the future; and, after all, a great empire in Europe must, under the 
uuj V ersal system which now prevails in this hemisphere, lookrather to increased 
national prodaetion than to very great savings of expenditure tb relieve its 
embarrassmeDts. 

J mvposc it to be as well cstablisbod a fact as any in human history, that 
the }nrf^''^f individual liberty of action consistent with due security to life and 
jvopert/ ^^^^ ^ largest national production, other things being equaL 



Digitized by Google 



30 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



It if for diii leuon ihat in the United States the nme aBMrant of eapital. 
lend, and Ubor yiddB mora wealth than ean be expected in any European 

country. 

No doubt the resources of Austria are great, almost inexhaut»tibK' ; but this, 
after all, is but a phrase. The resources of Mexico are boundless, so are tho^e 
of Torfcey, white the national reaonicea of Holland are almost nnll ; yet fiol* 
land has been at timea one of die rieheat and moat prodnetive states ia the 
world. 

The more Austrian industry is freed from its fetters; the sooner the emanci- 
pated serf finds himrielf siblo to earn more than twenty kreuzers, or ten or twelve 
cents per diem, which is ubuut the daily wages of the laborer iu many of the 
most populous and important provinces, the sooner will the deficit which now 
perpetually stares the country in the face, suggesting hoErid visiona for the 
Fnturo, bt'f^in to withdraw lii - (Iisaf::;rpoahl(' vi;gigo. 

Certainly democratic institutions aro not po,>*^ihlo, scarcely conet ivahlc, .>r 
desirable iu Austria ; but so long as protectiou, legisiatiou, class piivilcges and 
general administrative itttevferance wiu the indiTidtia] pierent Ae m^ of the 
neople» hy whom the'resottrces of a state must be worked* from having any 
better prospect in life than tliat of earning, by twelve boors of daily toil, abont 
one-tenth of what can be earned by an Amt^rican laborer of the lowest class 
iu the same time, certainly a very largely increased prodactiveaeas of the 
empire cannot be expected. 

To perpetually look upward to goveriimeut fbr aasistance, direction, inatmc- 
tiou, mdvice, and commands in fluUly affiiirs is not a habit which inspires a 
pooplo with the spirit of self-confidence and of self-help, out of which is bom 
national wealth, and which gives the deathblow to deficits. Bat I am not 
writing au essay on political ec(MK>my.' 

I have ue honor to be» sir, yoar obedient servant, 

J. LOTHBOP MOTLET. 

Hon. W. Hunter, 

Acting Secrtiary of 6uue, 



[ Extracts. 1 

Session of the House of Lords, June 23, 1805. 

Count Anton Auer^^fkro. " • • Ii would be before all thfnff<« 'lesirable to 
expect that the ofiicial upholders of the coD«titutional principle should be t!h>st \'.\\i> vsiuildfeel 
bound to work most earaostly far the rt-nioval of those finauoial troubles. * * * " At 
the beginning of the so-called new era the old figures were retaiued as a result of the old sys- 
tem remaining unaltered. I know that thorough and lusting n^forms cannot be effected iu a 
moment's time, but iu these five jears there has certainly been too little upward movement, 
and even au impulse towards a spring has not been given. • • • • Louder and louder 
ri-<- to us voices trom the provinces, partially from the over-burdened provinces — voices of tax- 
payers ciying for relief m>m taxea hardly loogor to bo borne. In Huogaiy, owing to ex- 
ceptional circamstanees, a payment of taxee in natural products has been granted and aa 
attempt made in this direction. Out of Styria, a country which, under its n i^'ular conditions, 
ei^oys a quiet and secure proepority, a wish for similar favors reaches us through official 
oi^nt. I will not even speak of my poor home, Krain (Carniola, ) where ft has been afiowed 
as a favor that executions should not be proceeded with, aft* r tin- obii < t tn: tlip execution 
has ceased to exist. • • • • l should call attention to the fact tlmt fi om thet^e circumstances 
raralts a certain amonntof demoraliMtieii. If any one tneeeeds iu spite of these melancholy 
circumstancoH in Inyinpiij) a fortune by dint of iniuistry and economy, does he know whuthe 
poitsesses 1 What cau he really* cull his own 7 Ii the father of a family invests his aqtiired cap- 
ital in veal estate, lie receives irom it either no revenue at all, or a comparittiyely small eiie. 
If he invc.Hts if in stocks, he does not know what would renmtn to hi^ heirs to-morrow if be were 
to close his eyes) to-Uuy. He allows that the fruits of hi.s enruiugs flhould be squaudered in the 
eiljoymentof life, even if he does not share in them. Tiie phantasmagoria of an almost ex* 
aggerated enjoyment of life and pl<*asnre luit blind us to what Turks behind; there Is 

in them the sting of resignation, if not of despair. This is certainly a position of things far 
remored from that which we had in view, and on which wn placed onr bopea, wbeiithe 
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celebrated circulai' of the minister of state opened a vista to os into a new inture when we 
wen mformed th»t Anatria would find in the oonstitatiou the means to rise to that height 
of power which it tfie OflcoiMlX fbandation of mstertal prosperity and intellectual aj^pira- 

Uou." But I look vainly around for this prosju rity, for tl.is iiu rt iiNc uf tluelitity. The 
conditions in which we live^ and the causes which have brought them about, werepropheti- 
eallf Indicated to a eartaiB eactoat by another Anslriao etatennaa when he said, ** leonstder 

it a destructive measure, the excluf»ivt> covering of the wants of the strtte by a perpetuu! 
new increase uf the debt ; it mulves the cuUivatiou of order iu the douiejitic atiuirH ot the state 
an irapoMsibility; it undwrnines general contideoce because every oue loses cuufidence in 
liimself and gives way to despair." ••••••• 

If I meet the father ul a family regularly at a pawnbrokt^r's door, if I see a husbandman 
regularly mortga^ his still ungathered harvest, without laying up these most urgently re- 
qoired means against a daj of want, I know what sort ot^ order I have to expt-ct iu the 
Soneebold of sndi a nan. It is not to be denied, iu the chaunel which lias been ent<T(Hl 
upon, the ship of state Is niahing inevitably into the whirlpool of a financinl catastrophe, 
and we must try with all oar strength to save her, for we have reached that point when the 
two leren whleh liaTe hetm need to assist ns in the still inciearing need have ceased to perfonn 
their service. It is certainly impossible to f,^) any further in tb«; au{^ineiituliiiu of taxes. • * 

The loan system, too, has its limits. The eventual creditor is geuenJly a ^ood rockouor, 
and if he holds up to himself a domestic interior of the state, in which the interest of the 
sttte debt and the army budget consnines 1ml f the revenues, and of the other halt', twenty-six 
millions are cuubuuied by arrsars of taxes, he will not be very iuijialieut to phu tf hi^ capital 
at tlie service of such a state. • » • • • I believe that tliis is understood in 
Ihs other house. I believe tliat it is also understood iu this houiic, under these con- 
ditions the finance budget was laid before the Reichsrath with a total appropriation of five 
hundred and forty-eight millions, and with a deficit which, according to gevemnmit 
figures, must be estimated at thirty millions. A species of permanent declaxation o£ 
deficH seems on the point of toking place, if an enercetic opposition is not made. Tliis 
hss aln-'fly Ik .n ip.fj'li' in tho otlier house, and the resultlms been th;it t!i«- ;.'-nvcniriient itself, 
at the hrst M:rious attack, has reduced its own budget twenty millions aud a fraction. I 
regret that the government on the presentation of the first budget has not won for itself tliesa 
laurelft ; that it made these important reductions only after the pi essiiri>of the representatives 
of the people. In the crown lands this proceediug lias not hud a tavoruble re.suii; the cou- 
cIosioB lias been drawn Uiat the original Irndget was not put together with that earnest care 
which the position and necessity of the state deninnde'l ; it was furthf'v < i,tu 1 : l. -l — and I 
hardlv believe that this was a mistaken iufereuee — that it' twenty nailious could thus be 

saveo, one conld also have saved hi a greater or lees degree iu former jean. 

• • • • • • • • • 

Court Leo Tmnr. The detofled reports had made npon men the impression of an at- 
tempt at fiue coloring; and even the pnuci[i;il report was uot free from this, fur it mentioned, 
for instance, that the end could oulv be reached gradually, and not by a single efibrt. The 
OMBarittee indieates that a steady cUmiantion of 3ie deficit had tdien place, but U was not- 
only a diminution — it was an entire reiuovul of the deficit, that was urgently required. In 
tUs way (the speaker continued) we hhall never reach that end. That no further increase 
of taxes is poesiole wmtj one will admit to me, bnt I am justified in my questiou, why, in 
this increase of taxes, a sudden iniimlse was not avoided ! It" all these last I'nrtliiiifjs which 
are brought in by uuau^ of the tax execution are put into circiilaiiou and a deticit still re- 
maius, in cou.sequence of which the weight of interest rises to a sum which in still greater 
than that which is brought in by the executions, then those last farthings have be<.>n collected 
in Tain. [Hravo!] What u wanted is not a gradual change, but an immediate radical 
o i:e; for I am tirnily convinced thai if the balance is not soon successfully restored, thia 
ta-^k will in a short time become impossible. Our position can be characterised ia a few 
propositions, the indispntable tnith of which, aeeording to the report of the minister of state, 

las rfceived full recognition in govenniierit circles. Tlie tirst prujio^^itii.n is this: that eveiy 
hoosebold wiiich is so arranged that the yearly returning expenditure is greater than the re> 
eslpis, wliUe the difference ha^ to be covered by new and evermore disastrous loans, mnstneces* 
•aniy come at last to baukruptey. Tho second propoj^ition is this : that our receipts cannot 
be increased by tax laws; a lax reform, is ever hinted at. The sanguine hopes, however, 
whkh are baae d upon thia,ai« only that by this means the amount from taxation as it exists 
at pnsent, can be made permanent for the future. A gocul deal of this is in no event to be 
expected. [Applause.] Cousequeutly the equilibrium iu the state accounts can only be 
obtained by a diminution of the aqModituo at Isaat to that figoie at which the leosipliafo 
now estunatmL [Bravo 1 1 

To the Tssnlt wUch the boose of deputies, led by this Tiew, have already reached, I must 
on one si']( still oppose the fact that even the figure at which the House of Deputies ba^ ar- 
rived does uot seem to me snfficieuL »•••••• j cannot Uiink that the tirst 

speaker has |M^nted with too black a pencil, and I shoold oonaldar it serions at such a tine 
is this to bnng such a reproach against any bod v, for I admit frankly that the state ofafT.iirs 
vith regard to finance is so black that it would be difficult to paint blacker Uiau the reality. 

thkfac* law well kuiwa thai an nTowal of it, in thia hMsa^ camofc bring about dt- 
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ooong^meiit on ihe part of the popnlatloii. voice : Qnite rigbt. ] TboM wlio bsne my 

knowled;^' rif^ finmirinl nfffiirs kiiruv onr Bitnation, and it is not liy an open expf>Mition of 
them that >ve Bhall injure a credit which is only to be helped bv the conrictioQ that we are 
folly alive to the danger, and inspirinsf tbe eonTietioa that w» mouk to leek for * 

remedy. [Ikavo!] 

A8 far as regards tbe population, it feels through its own interestii the consequences of 
the porition; (md certainly what it fiods works more detplythan anything tlMt is said in 
this house or written in the ncwppHpfTS. The tax-pfiypr, wTiowf house is soTd over his hoiUU 
will not look around him to be told by the ufwypuper^ what is the condition of tinancial 
affairs. 

The Minister of State, v. Schmerling-. • • • • It is an 
undoubted fact that we have a deficit in this year of 1^*65, and we can hardly deny the fncr 
that we shall hardly get through 1^66 without a deficit. This is certainly a serious and 
melaiicholy cirtumstance, but I must permit myself to throw a little glance on the past year 
in order to show that the requisitions of the present year and of the coming year are very 
dilTcrent from those that existed in former years. Whoever will throw a glance at tbe 
requisitions of a former year, and compare them with thos« rates that have their present 
exprewion in the itate propositloii of 1866 and 1666, will not he able to avoid the oon« 
elusion that a ih rided retrogression has taken place in the renuitiitinti. 

I shall only point to the one fiact that tbe war budset, whicn has been so often drawn into 
eoDtideration, naa experienoed a reduction of more than forty millions. It is eertirinly said, 
however, why is this snvirig just now ? Why not in former vears ' If the conviction has 
been attained that a round sum of 95 millions is snflicient for the war budget, wliy were 
195 millions reqnired in former years T Well, to-day we enjo^ the oert^n^ of a European 
peace; to day, in ^reat and important things, ciiidv secunty in our interior. TlKit tlv.n 
was not the ca^ m former years will bo clear to nil who will throw a glance into the 
past. • - • • • • • • • • 

I go furtliiT into the question. The government of Ms Mnjo'sfy, nnd ecrtainly not tbe 
finance minister alone, but the assembled advi.<ier8 of the cruwn, me penetrated aud moved 
by the conviction that in all branches of the administration thorough refoffma are nece asarj ' , 
particularly in the direction simplifying the administration, and therefore necessarily nuUdn^ 
It leH8 expensive. [Bravo .' ] 

The government will be, however, in the position to lay before the lesser Reichsrath, 
well as oefore the Diets in the provinces of the eastern half of the empirOi propositions which 
will give the desired aid exactly in the right direction. [Bravo!] • 

But there is another very important question which must be kept in view, and thai for 
the present is only to be touched upon. It is neoessaiy to increase tina income of the staAe, 
not bv augmenting taxes, for the government is as thoroughly convinced as this hi(»h 
assembly ; out, in toe present condition of the empire, there can be no fnrtluT augmentation 
of taxes. But we most take into consideration the maxim repeated so often, that in Ausiritt 
there are still many resources which now lie dormant. They must be ntiliaed, not in ang>- 
menting tlu' taxt Init by rrfutmir new .<<onrce8 of revenue, and. as in this wtiy tin- stat*' 
will indirectly obtain tbe moans of imposing taxes which will not be burdensome, for the 
fntnre we may look to this as a sonroo of help. * That the government of his Mnjivsty have 
already turn*'n thfir attention to this purpose, this high assemhly must believe tu>m oiu< 
slight indication, that it is endeavoring in all directions to give every possible asi>i»«tauce to 
hostitntions of credit which have the purpose of animating commsroe, traffic, and indtistry, 
as well as to infliienre thnsp individuals who are devoted to commerce. Wli. ri. therefore, 
through the uutiiing activity to which the ^vemment is pledged aud flujipurted by the 
Uvaly participation ot this high assembly, anu by the higfa House of Deputies, we shall have 
succeelded in working in the double direction, that on one side n total reform cf the admin- 
istration shall diminish the requin>meiits, that, on the other, new sources of national pros- 
perity shall be developed, than we shall have attained what wa all wish to aMain, ana &e 
deficit will be pennaiMiktty covered. tBr«vo ! ] 



Mr. Motley to Mr. Hunter. 

No. 112.] Lboation of the ITmtrd Statks. 

Vienna, June 28, 1S65. 

Sir : Ab postscript to my despatch of yesterrUy, which will probably go by 
the same mail which takes this, I have tO Btate that important changca ia the 
cabinet have lust taken place. 

It is officia]l7 aniumtioed that fhe Arebdnke Begnier, piesident of the councO 
of miniflters, hai receiTed, at hk own reqnoit^ a long leave of absence* and tbat 
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the minister of foreign afiEurs and of the imperial honseholdy Count Mensdorf, 
will act proyiaionallj as president. 

It is further imnonnced that his Majesty has accepted the resignation of 
Tonnt Hermann Zichy, aulic chancellor of Hangarj, and of Coont Nadasdjt 
director of the aulic chancery of Transylvania. 

Mr. George Yon May lath has already taken the oath of office as chancellor of 
HnngaiT. 

It is nirther understood that State Minister Ton Schmcrling, Police Minister 
Baron Me8cer}% Finance Minister von Plener, and the ministers von Ilein arid 
von Lasser, have likewise resigned, and that they are now holding office* at the 
request of the Emperor, only until their successors can bo appointed. 

Id shortf the Seamerlin^ administratioiit identified with tne Febroaij coiwti- 
totioii and with the idea of the parliamentaij eentialisatioD of the imperial do* 
minions, has come to an end. 

The principal and immediate cause of this change of policy is undoubtedly 
the Hungarian question, and the appointment of Mr. De Maylath, one of the 
leaders m the eonserratiTe party in Hungary, as chanoellor of that kingdom* 
pomts to an attempt at a eompromise. 

The statesman moat prominently mentioned as succ^sor to ^Tr. "Po Rchmer- 
ling is Count Bcicrcdi, at present statthalter of Bohemia, belonging to the anti- 
centralization and aristocratic party. 

I have not time to add anything more» taye that the changes would seem to 
be in the direction of a federal and aristoeratie* as opposed to a centraliamgand 
more popular policy. 

Before the next post day it is probable that the various rumors now circu- 
lating as to the new cabinet will have given place to facts. 

I have the honor to remain, sur, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHfiOP MOTLET. 

Hon. W. nUN'TER, 

Acting Secretary of Slate, Washington. 



Mr, Motley to Mr. Seward. 

No. 115.] Lbgatiqn of the United States, 

Vienna, July 10, 1865. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the circular of date 
June 7, ultimo, signed by yourself, giving notice of the departure of Admiral 
Goldsborongh to take command of the £nropean squadron, and commnnieating 
eertain ordors of the Navy Department to tliat officer. 

A.* you are woll aware, tho.se orders have no particular application, so far 
the ports of this empire are concerned, the imperial government never hav- 
ing extended belligerent rights to United States rebels. 

I have the honor to remain, dr, yonr obedient servant, 

J. LOTHBOP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 41c., tgct 4c. 



Mr* Motley to Mr* Seward* 

No. 118.] Lboation op tbb TTnitbd States, 

Vienna, July 24, 1865. 

Sib : I confine myself to-day to tlic simple statement that the new min- 
iatry is formed, although not yet formally announced. 
Count Larisch, a noble of large fortune and high character, who has 
3 DC* • 
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* not been hitberto mnch employed In the public semce, is to sacceed H. 
De Flener as minister of finance. Like the other leading incmberB of 
the now cnbinot, Count MensdorfF, Count Maurico l>tf^rh;izy, Count Beleredi, 
and M. Do Maylath, wlio arc all between 40 and 60 jeard of age» ho is in the 
prime of life for politic*!! labor. 

This is also trae of the new Travernicua of Hongaij, Baron Seimyej, ^bose 
appointment is also settled. This post» which anawon in some respecta to 
that nf a minister of the inte rior for Hungary, ( Tavemir.oumerc regalium mag- 
Ut€r,j is of special importance at this moment, and I understand that M. 
De Seunyey, like M. De Maylath, the new Uuugarian chancellor, belongs dis- 
tinctly to ttie "old conservative " party. 

It would seem obvious, therefore, that the effort to brio|^ abont a reconcilia- 
tion of the kingdom of St. Stej)hen with the " heieditary provinces" is to be 
founded on ,i gnod underataiidi^g between th& conservatives in all parts of the 
Austrian domiuiuus. 

It is not worth whOe to add any further oonjectorea to those already made 
in this correspondence as to the probable policy of the new adminisnation. 
Tbe budget for 18G5 has been voted, and the Rcichr^ratli will adjourn on the 
27th instant. The lesser iicichsratb will probably not assemble before the 
new year. 

Meantime, the Hnngarian diet will be convoked in October» the measnrea 

of the government will then be developed, and the great pm:tieal questions, 
how to establish a united An-tria for imperial purposes, how to reconcile the 
legal continuity of the Hungarian cout*titution witli tlie Febrnary j^ntent, and 
how to modify that organic law in a constitutional manner, will press for solu- 
, tion. » 

The Schleswig-Hpletein matter is no nearer a settlement, and it cannot be 
denied that the fair days of the Austro-Pnuaian alUanae have been aocceeded 
by a somewhat threatening atmos[)here. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, jour obedient servant, 

J. 40THB0P MOTLEY. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Swreiary 1^ StaU, WatkingUm, 



Mr, Motley to Mr, Seward. 
No. 120.] Lboation of thb Unitbd States, 

Vienva, July 31, 1865. 

Sir : The =e=.-^innof the Reichsrath was closed on Thur.-day. tlie 27th instant, 
with the usual lonnulities, in the hall of ceremonies of the imperial palace, the 
speech from the throne being read by the Archduke Lewis Victor, the Empe- 
ror's youngest brother* aa ** alUr ego " of the sovereign. 

The sp^ch was as follows : 

"Ho.voRBD Members of titb Reichsrath: The honorable charge is con- 
ferred upon me of solemnly closing, in the name of his Imperial Royal Apos- 
tolic iMnje.sty, the ])re.-3ent session of the Reichsrath. In doing thir«, I greet 
you, archdukes, princes of the imperial house, illustrious and houored gentle- 
men of both houses of the Reichsrath. Before all, it is inenmbent on me to 
discharge an agreeable duty in expressing onr most graciouB Enijieror's entire 
appreciation ol" tlie ])nti iotic real and the unwearied activity which has been dis- 
ph\yed, a.-^ well in liit. comraittecB as in the assemblies of both hoaiies» during 
the di^cu-'.iioii of many important Subjects. 

*'Becogniziug the influence which the attmnlationol tmffie and of industry 
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exerts on the aniversal wtS&ae, a great part of your activity was devoted to the 
Ji=ca:^3inn of r«nch prnjocts aa had for their object the fiirtlicrnuce of industrial 
acuvity in the iuterior, the eetablishraeiit of the h^^al protection necessary for 
the same, aod tiie auxiliary support on tho part of the government for under- 
takings which are to be regarded as the moat effeetiTe means for promoting indoa- 
trial and xtmtttral production, trade and manufacture. 

" The reasons which have inducqd you, after a careful and intelligent examin- 
ation, to adopt the new commercial treaty with the states of the" German Zoll- 
Tcrt-in ha%-t- jrtiided likewit*e the decision of hid Majesty in pip:ninf»' it. We 
may indulge the Lope that, with a freeh and courageous exertion of the indus- 
trial energy and intelligence of the country, and by rapidly and prudently 
maidog u^e' of the advantages presented by iJbe treaty, this work wiu conduce 
ee^nttally to the augmentation of the prosperity .of the empire. 

' Through laudable and mutual harmony of action in both houses, many laws 
Qtcei!5ary for the requirements of the national household have been pa£>8ed, ea- 
pcdaliy tho finance htw for 1865. The detenmnation exhibited during the 
*tin t fjim of this law to obsenrot intheap|nopriation of the means at command 
^ the neeessities o€ the state, an economy rcachinp^ to that limit which cannot 
be over;»tf pped without weakening the strength of the monarchy, and its jj^si- 
tiou ''v.varfis the external world, deserve a thorough appreciation. 

The mainteuauce of the universal European peace, which was always the 
Imk of tibe imperial govenuiienty will continue to oe the object of its earnest 



**In the Scshlcswig-XTol .stein question , hi.s Majcpty, in harmony with hisMajes- 
tv'5 illudtriouB ally, the Iving of Prussia, will yeek to bring the same to a solu- 
tion such as is required the interests of Germany and the position of Austria. ^ 

" Weighty reasons, which touch the general intezeats, and which, on that ac- * 
havenmnd patrietic and eloquent expression in the assembly of both houses, 
demand the speedy convocation of the legal represcnUitives of the people in 
rhe eastern parts of thf" empire, and bring with iliem tho nocer^f^ity of pretermit- 
ting the discussion of the huauce law for tho year 18G6 in this sesbiou. 

"Mo3t Percne, most worthy, illustrious, liighly honored gentlemen : The satis- 
faction crt^ted by the thought of your iotelugent, patriotie kbors does not 
Jmih>;a|f | iiiQ deeply cherished aspiration that a common discussion of the laws* 
fhfiinr^ lyj intelCBtA which are common to all tho kingdoms and province!^, may 
in tbe near future throw ;t firm bond of union around all the peoples of thi.-? em- 
pire. This hope is rooted in a recognition of the vital conditions of the mon- 
archy; it m r<^ted ia the noblefoeiingsof true love and attachm^t to the throne 

aod the fatherland. 

"Where a hope rests on such firm ground, that which now finds expression 
as a warm wish will, with the aid of U-od, soon ripen to the glad announcement 
sfaeoflBpl^ed fact." 

It would be saperfluOHB to make comments on the foregoing speech, further 
thaa to call voor attention to tho fict that it contains no (hV-tinct indication of 
tbe fiitore policy of the ^^overument, while, perhaps, as signiticant a critic i.-^m as 
anv other coold be derived from the absence in it of any allusion to the " con- 

'^It^W also not escaped notice that among the new ministers— whose ap- 
P,^^^^^^^^ oflficially announced on the day after the prorogation of the 

^^hmtfa no naTT*^ ie to be found that has been identified with the February 

I ^nbioin the li-^t^ <>f incoming administration, so far as published : 
iWu Menadorti, foreign a£hln and ^ ' m * • • * ^ 

Count iklcredi, minister of state and ^lesident of the comica of mmisters. 
Csut Larifcby'm^nieter of finance. 
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Iff. Be Komen, miiiiBter of justioe for «]1 the kiogdomf anA pioTiiiees not. 

belonging to the Hungarian crown. 
Mr. I)e FiMiick, Tninr^ter of war. 
Mr. De Maylath, chancellor of Hungary. 
Count Hallcr, chancellor for TraDsylvauia. 
Gonnt Maurice EBterhasj, minister witlioat portfolio. 

What would Bet m thus far to be certain is, that the theory of forfeiture by 
the Hungarians and the other people beyond the Leither of their old constitutions, 
in consequence oi the troubles of l&4b,has been abandoned, and tliat the known 
political opinions of the new mmisters furnish a guarantee of as large a measure 
of autonomy to those kingdoms as is consistent with any form of substantial 
imperial union. 

The cabinet has obviously been eonstmoted npon what is hen called a fed- 
eral, as ojipoHod to a centralistic basis. 

I say nothing to-day of Schleswig-Holstein. There is a general feeling, however, 
that axPairs between Aoetria and Prussia are at last approaching a crisis, and the 
result of the special mission of Count Bloome, Austrian minister at Munich, to 
the King of Prussia, now at the bath of Gasteiu, in Styria, is looked forward to 
with aoTiie anxiety. It would be useless to deny that there is a wide and deep 
dic«8atibtuction felt in this empire at the position of things in the Elbe duchieSt 
and the bitteiiieas between Austria and Prussia is increasing every day. 

I have tiie honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHBOP MOTLET. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, ^c, (jpe. 



Mr. Mo&ey to Mr. Seward, 

No. 122.] United States Lkgatiow, 

, Vtama, Augm 8, 1865. 

Sir: The relations between Anstria and Pniafia npon the 8elilesw%- 
Holstefai question haye become so very much embittered that I think -it my 
duty to write a line by tody's steamer, although there are but few new &cts 
to communicate. 

The mission of Count Bloomo to the King of Prussia, at Gastein, to which 
I referred in my last, has not produced a dutinet randt. I am fad^mned that 
he reports his Prussian Majesty and his prime minister as not disposed to con- 
cessions, and as maintaining very firmly the propositions of Februaty last, 

which have already been distinctly rejected by the Austrian cabinet. 

Those propositions which relate to the conditions to be laid down before any 
one of the candidates for the position of Duke of Schleswig-Holstem can be in- 
stalled in thai dignity, are regarded here as inadmissible, because they ^ve the 
virtual sovereignty, both militar}' and ])olilicaI, in those prorxnces tO Fmssia, 
and would reflucf the nominal duke to a state of vassalage. 

On the other hand, no compensation, as I understand, is offered to Austria. 

The answer of the imperial government has always been — ^let us decide the 
question between the rival claimants of the sovereignty first, and then prescribe 
such conditions as may seem proper. 

Prusi*ia insists on laying down the conditions first; and those conditions are 
regarded by Austria as incompatible with any t?overcignt y hut that of the King. 

The provinces, as you are aware, have been, siuce the termination of the war 
with Denmark, under the condominium of Austria and Prussia, as represented 
b^r two commissioners, and sustainqii by detachmenta of troops from both ar- 
mies. 

This condominium, as might be supposed, has led to much wrangling and to 
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many anpleasant incidents, the result of which has been great exacerbation of 
itnimg b c lweott tlie empire and the kingdom. Tek the oo^ QMans of avoiding 
aa htmpuHate rupture, to bo followed by a war between llieie two great German 

powers, i» a continuation of that fcondomininm. 

A? well as I ca.n learii, Count Bloomc will go back this week to Gfwtcin, in- 
structed to propose this prolonged condominium nnder new conditions, and with 



^% thiB arrangement is but little better than an armed trace, prelim- 
inary to a war wi&icli» iJthongb it yet may be averted, ia now regarded as at 
least probable. 

An?fria, believing^ the Prince of Augustenburg to be the Bovercij:^ dosired by 
a majarity of the iiiliabitauts of the provinces, and most acceptable to Germany 
m gtoenl, has mipported and oontinnes to support his claim. 

Pni4.«ia Insists, as I understand, npon his expulsion from tbednebiea, together 
with all hie adherents, and refuses to henr f)f him as a candidate. 

A"» the Princes of Aagnstenburf^ has for some time been rosidinp^in the dnchief, 
aad will probably not withdraw voluntarily, it seems almost inevitable that his 
violent expulsion during the condominiom would lead to an armed conflict be* 
twcn Atntrim and Flrus.sia within those provinoesr 

Jtf diplomacy saececds in arranging this question without bloodshed, it will 
ath!^vo a trinmpliy of which, at present, I am sony to say theie are no strong 
indications. 

It i» considered almost certain by Austria that Prussia is bent upon annexing 
the provinces in question. '£\aM is not possible for the imperial government to 
pennit, Ibr it woud be eqnal to an abdication on the part of Austria of her po- 
ritiflB firet GGmia.n power. Even now that rank, and the con3pf|uont pr"ce- 
dencT of the Diet at Jb'^'rankfort. i? rof^urdcd by Prussia as an assumption, be- 
c:ixise PruB^ia has alreadv more German subjects than the empire has. Should 
ehe Qow place haJf a million more Germans under her sceptre this argument 
WMld be irresistible. 

Austria i« in no position to go to war. Her internal affairs, and especially 
tile condition of her bndfz:et, (on nil which subjects I have fully dilated in my 
nrf^ni despatches,) niako peace alm<»t indispensable to her, and most earnestly 

ahe striving to avert a, conflict. 

Nevertheless, the aanezation she will, I think, prevent if possible, even at 
the eost of a war. Etvery effort, however, will be made to ke^ the peaoe» and 

It is fervently to be hoped tliat those efforts will be ?<!iecef*sfuL 
I have ths honor to xemaiu* sir, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTflllOP MOTLEY. 

lion. Wii-LIAM IX. SbWABD, 8fc. 



' Mr. Seward to Mr. Mot lei/. 

XaUXl Dbfartmrnt of State. 

^ Washington, August 14, ISi)'). 

Sit • Toot despot of 24th of July, No. 118, has been received. I 
•hall follow with nitic-b iuterest the development of the imj)erial policy for ob- 
imiing an < ff< c ti ve aud yet libend national system of financial administration in 
Aaitna. WbUe the stepB thst have been taken thus far appear to have been 
by nmeh dieooorsgcment, it must be conceived that the government is 
-extwordinaO" pntietice and assiduity. ' . ^ 

. _ woor obedient servant, 

• 7®" • WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
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Mr. Modey to Mr, Seward, 

No. 125.] Lbuatio:^ of the United States, 

Vienna, August 22, ISG't. 

Sir: I write a few Hues juet as tbc mail for tliis week's steamer is closing, 
to say that a conTention was signed at Salzburg on Sunday lastf 20th August, 
by which the governments of Austria and Prussia continue for the presentrtheir 
condominium in the Elbe duchies, and the chance of conflict between those two 
powers is averted, or at least postponed. 

The treaty is not to be made public until the 24th of this month, but I am 
able to state to you that the essential conditions aie, that Anstria will exdn- 
sively administer the afiatrs of Hoktein* while Prussia will gorem Schleswig— 
each for fni indefinite period. 

Nothing has been settled as to the cvoTitiml povereignty of those provinces, 
so that the arrangement is merely a continuation of that state of suspense which 
has already caused much auxiety. 

The most obvions criticism npon the present modification in the arrange- 
ments is, that the two provinces are now t»cparatfed, whereas one of the leading 
motives in the agitation which brought about the war with Denmark was the 
supposed ueeeiaity of their perjietual union with each other. 

Whether this same necessity will ultimately cause the junction of Holstein 
with Hchleswig, under the sceptre of Prussia, time will show, bnt it would not 
seem probable that Austria could remsls in Holstein for a very long period. 

1 have the honor to remaini Terr xeepectfutlv, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTimUi* MOTLEY. 

Hon. William U. Sewakd, 6fc t i^c, ^c. 



Mr. Seward to HSr.MoOey. * 

No. 154.] Department op State, 

Wa.sJt I nglon, August 30,- 1865. 

Sir : Tbo de-patch which you acklrosscd to ^Ir. Hunter on the 29th of June, 
No. ill, wiid duly received, and the very suggestive parallel between the 
Austrian financial sitnation and that of the United States deserves especial 
acknowledgment and appreciation. It is, however, hardly necessary for me to 
mention bow uncertain any continuing foothold in the department has been 
rciub'rr d \\>v mo during" tho summer, by ill health and otber casualties. It 
st-enis to me that the encouraging view which you take of our fiscal prospect is 
quite correct We have been able already, since the capitulation of the rebels, 
to disband, pay and discharge a force of eight hundred thousand men. We 
still retain a force believed to be adequate for any domestic or foreign exigency 
that can be roasonably apprehended, lint this force is far less than the stand- 
ing amiy wliicb xVu;<tiia maintains in time of peace. It surprises many of our 
countrymen that thus far no great financial reaction has resulted from the sudden 
chapge we have made from dvil war to what,tui yet, continues to be profound 
peace. While political economy is so very imperfectly understood as a sdencet 
prudence in regard to expenditures is very obviou?* policy. 

Like yourself., I find it difficult to conceive bow Austria is effectually to 
rcorgauiz#her liuuncial system, and yet at the same time reduce the large mil- 
itary force npon which she depends for secnring the integrity of tiie empire. 
Btit, in this respect* her utuation diffiars only in degree firom that of other trans- 
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atlantic powers ; it pccm? ]>rohablo that the wliolo Byetem of armed inflcpon- 
dence, which prevailfi throngbout the Europeau continent, must at no distant 
day receive a ehock which may opeu the way for heucficcut luodificatiou of 

I am, Bir, your obedioDt Bervant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAXtD. 
J. XiOTUEOP MoTLBY, Esq., lfc.t Sfc^ ^c, Vienna, 



Mr. Motley to Mr. Scicard. 

No. 128 ] Lboation op thb Unitbd Statbs, 

FioiM. Oct4/ber 8, 1865. 

Sir: Having been staying for a few weeks in the country at a few hours' 
distance from the capital at the time of the promulgation of the imperial man 
ifegto and patent of the 20 ih of September, I neglected to transmit translationa 
of those important documents. • 

Ab they haye, however, bec& printed in Taiions vemiooB in all the Earopean 
and (douDtless) American jounial^, I content myself now with forwarding an 
official copy of the manifesto and the patent aa part of the history of the time. 

As I have said bo much concerning the internal politicd of An.-^tria in my 
recent despatches, especially Nos. Ill, 112, 113, IIG, IIS and 120, in all of 
which the steps leading to the present position were described, and the catas- 
trophe has now occurred clearly indicated, I ab^^tain to-day from any super- 
fluouB reflections;! say cata?trophe, because, altlioii;:h tlu'^ro i^) no violont uphea- 
val of the social and political elements, yet the coiiHtitution of February 7, 
1861, under which the empire has been administered for the last four years, 
leemB to ha?e eome to an ttid, and an interim of chaos to have letomed. 

The Dew patent of September, 1865, is brief; it consists, as yon will observe, 
of two articles. 

Article first contains one important word, s^hfirt — suspended. Article sec- 
ond provides that during said suspensiou the government will take all indis- 
pensable fiuandal measures. 

Uo^aad when this period of suspended animation will terminate time must 
soon show. The new manifesto holds fast to the principles of October, 1860, 
by wliich pome kind of constitutional existence was promised to his people by • 
an absolute monarchy. It declares, however, the Febmary experiment td be a 
fuilurc 

That the new attempt to breathe the breath of life into the constitutional 
embryo will prove more successful, we must be rathw sanguine to believe with- 
out any hr-.-itatioii. ^feantime not only the centrifugal forces of majryarism 
and czechism ar^i in full play, but niovement?* for inflejx ndcnt national existence 
are rife in Croatia, Dalmatia, lllyria, and elsewhere, to say nothing of the Ital- 
iaaportioDS of the imperial dominions. 

xo unite such vast and heterogeneous groups of nationalities as compose 
thia empire, ton kingdoms (not counting Jerusalem) and at least thirty duchies 
and principalities under one sceptre by tlie coercive force of absolutism was 
possible. But is a constitutional E plunhiu uau/a conceivable, now that the Feb- 
mary Beichsrath has confessedly failed 7 

The veiT best that can be hoped for it is an Evlurihus duo; for the realms 
of Sftfait et^fdien, after their recent victoiy, can nardly ha expected to send 
members to an imperial parliament at Vienna. 

The Transleitha diets are convoked, and will be in sesaiou before the end of 
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tlie year, and it will then be seen what propositions for legislative union the 
government has to lay before them, and how sach pn^ects are to be reeeiyed j 
meanwhile the said imperial parliament is siHirt. 

I have the honor to remain voor obedient eervant, 

J. LOTHBOP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William H. Sbwakd, ^v., 4ie., 9ge, 



[Tranalation.] 
IMPERIAL MAMt £6i(X 

To my People : 

To streugthfn the monarchy by reciprocal action in highest state matters, and to preeerro 
the integrity of the country in it« varioiiB aud nidnifold constituents, was my chief design in 
my diploma of the SUfch of October, IbtiO, and will bereaiier coaUnoe to be n>j guide in txTing 
to promote the welfare of my subjects. 

Tin: right of the people to participate in legislation Jind nianagcnionf of tho finantv-J, 
through their legal representatives, as security for the advaoceuieut of the interesta of the 
empire and its provinees, Is solemnly finnamnteM and {mvocably established. 

The forms for the rxcnitiini (^f tlu sc laws is indicattHl in my patent of 2fith Ff^niary, 1^1. 
promulgated with the fundamental laws concerning representation; and in the sixth axticle of 
tbe Mma patent I have ravised the eatira oodet and pvoooanoed it to be tbe duurtar of my 
e^im. 

Tha revival of this form, witlfharmony in all it.s parts, I leave to the free mana^ment e( 
my people. 

I warmly acknowledge the readiness with which a Inrfrr jii i tlon of the monarchy pent rep- 
reseutativfs to the capital for a number of years, at my iuvitutiuu, for the purpose of .--oIt- 
ing certain highly important questions. 

But my design for the formation of a durable and constitutional charter of rights for the 
empire, which would reeelTe strength and importance from the free participation of all the 
tnmectS of the empirv, is yet unaccomplished. 

The pa<^le of a lar^e portion of the empire, tboueh warmly patriotic their hearts mav 
throb, nave firmly rarasea any legislative action, perasps, because the vacious laws now 
composing the imperial code, in their judgment, up]i> ar inconsi^rmt. 

My duty forbids me to disregard a tact that binders the realization of my cood inteutionSi 
and threatens the foundation of popular rights, for legislative action is only antboriaedin 
those lands not belonging to tln^ IIunu:Jiri:m crown, which were sj^ecitied as part of the em- 
pire in article VI of the iiatent of iMith i'ebruary, Ititil. So long aa the principles of funda- 
mental law of clear intelligenee are waatbig, there remains an fanportaat wofk for an impa- 
rial constitutional asseiolily. 

Now, to keep my imueriul promise, aud not tojsacrifice the sense of the letter, I have deter- 
mined to cuter upon ttie way leading to an understanding with the legal representatives of 
my people in the eastern portions of the monarchy, and to lay for acceptance before the Hna* 
garian and Croatian (Uets tiie diploma of SiOth October, 18GU, and the fundamental law pro- 
mulgated bj the patent of tha SGth of Febrnarj. 1061, coaoenung dm rep rese ntation or tbe 
empire. 

As, howevM*, it is legally impossible to make one and the same constitntion the subject of 

negotiation in one part of the empire, while it is simultaneously treated in another part as a 
fundamental law, generally binding, I tind myself compelled to suspend the validity of tlK> 
constitution aud I lie actual representation, with the express declaration and reserve that tlu- 
result *>f tlie deliberations of the diet in each eastern kingdom, in case they comprehend a 
moditicatiou of existing laws compatible with the unity of the empire, and its ponition a^^ s 
great power, shall be laid for ultimate approval before the legal representatives of the other 
luug>loms aiK.l provinces, to receive and worthily estimate their expression of opinion. I can 
but regret that thij* iuiuerativoly required step also brings with it a susponsiou iu the con- 
Btittitional working of the lesser Rcicbsrath, as the unity and eqnivaleiicv of all legal prin- 
ciples for the df»uberation of the eotpicil makes a distinctive and partial effect of the laws 
impossible. 

iSo long aa the representatives of the empire shall not he a.ssembled, it will be the duty of 
my government to forward all measures that cannot bo postponed, and among them, especi- 
aUy, such as are required by the financial and commercial interests of the entire. 

Tli(> course leading to an understanding, while taking into rotisi'li iatinn It iritimate rights, 
is now o{)en, if, as 1 expect with full assurance, a sacriticiug aud conciliatory spirit aud rips 
insight guide tbe views of my Wtbfnl anhjects, to whom this imperial word is addressed in 
thorooga confidence. 

Y&AJHZ JOSEPH, M. P. 

YismrA, Sapfemftsr 80, 1665. 
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£Translatioo.J 
IHFBfilAL PATENT. 

We, Prancis »7osw»ph the Firft, liy the grace of dnl Emperor of AostriSi King of Hmgaxy 
■ad Bobemim King of Liombardy, &c» &c., make knowm, to wit: 

In eoDflidenitioit of thm muiToidsble neoeisfty of fbnnisr a dniible and eonstitatiotial 
chartM" of rig-Lt.s for tbc empire wMrh sliall receive Btrrnf^th luu] impnrfarirc from the free 
pttiticiptfction of uXl its 8ubjecl«, the h gtil repr&»eutatives of the Iniuis of the liuDgarian 
crowB incloded, and of proposing to the diets for their acceptance the diploma of 90th Octo- 
be-. 1^^60, aatd tho pttteat of tha 9Gth Febraoiy, oonoeniiog the lopwaentation of tha 
tfbpixe : • 

u ftntber c < >rtsidenKl3oii, as these laws are ferUddan to be considered generally bin^ng in 
tnrerj part "f t li*? empire, with (he advice and connsel of our Tuinisters, Wjo d«'cri.>e follows : 

Ftr»t. The effect of the fuudameDtal Iaws conc^riiiiifj; the representation of the empire, 
vhh oritalu exeeptione, is suspended, and the deliberations of toe Htmgarian and Croatian 
dietR, in ca$c they comprobend a modification of the existing laws, compatible with the imit7> 
vf the empire, and its position as a great power, shall he mid for our ultimate approral be- 
fore the le^al representative's of the other kingdom* and pcorincea, to lecelve «■» wnrthiljr 
eHimaAe their expression of opinion. 

Baevmd. So 1oii|^ sui the imperial lepieeentatives do not araemble, it is the dn^ <rf onr 
p>Tpmnient to A>rwa.rd all mrusnn s tlmt cannot be postpnncfl, and amon^r those* O^ecialljr, 
aueh as ai<a required hy the financial and commercial interests of the empire. 

Oven in oar emf^tml aad plaeeof leaidenoe* the 90th of September, 1866^ aad in the 17tfa 
fear of onr siricn. 

' ^ FRANZ JOSEPH, 

BELCREDI. 
MENSDOIJFF. 

* ESTERHAZY. 

FRANK. 

MAJLATH. 

LARI8CH. 

KOMERS, 

MAZUKANl£. . 

HALLER. 

Br aunn e m a commandi 

J »F"^ BEENHABD BITTJ5K V. MEYEB. 
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PRUSSIA. 



Jtfr. Judd to Mr. Seward, 

Ko. 80.j Lboatiom OF THE U.MTRD Statrp, * 

Berlin, January 12, 1SG5. 

Sir : LatP fvents at home, beginninf^ with Mr. Lincoln's re-election, followed 
by the opening of Congrcas and the President's firm and undiuching message 
icigardiiig the war and the qvestSon of slaveiy, together with the glorioiu sne- 
eeeB of General Shennan'B wonderful campaign, and the brilliant victories of 
General TliotTin?, have not failed to affect most powerfully public opinion 
thron<^hout Germany and Europe, and it aflbrds me satisfaction to hiy before 
you some editorial extracts from articles that have lately appeared in the Ger- 
man press. I have selected the three foremost German papers, the ** Bcorluk 
National Zeitting." the " Kolnische Zeitong," and the " Augsburg Allgemeine 
Zeitung." The ability with which they are edited, no less than the numbers 
and class of their readers, put them widely ahead of all other papers in Ger- 
many. Their views, as expressed in the articles frdln which I have selected the 
following extracts, dmnot &fl to exercise a wholesome influence. I now pro* 
ceed to qnote as follows : 

" There are two features running through this year's message of Mr. Lincoln, 
which raise it far above the average value of hia former state papers. It is full 
of the consciousness that a tribunal, even higher than Congress, has approved 
of his administration, and that the people have accepted and sanctioned the prin- 
ciples which will impart to the statesmen of tfie north unity of purpose, and 
stamp the war with the sanctity of high aims worthy of the greatest sacrifices. 
The chosen leader of the people may well discard, as he has done, the petty 
arts which subserve to represent events and expectations in a more pleasing light 
than a faithful record of the actual state of affairs would show them in. During 
the election vcampaign, all the deeds and shortcomings, successes and failures, 
causes and eflfects, on the part of the administration, have been sifted through, 
and been pninted in the most varying colorf'. Tlie President need not add his 
version to the manifold and widely differing representations of the great polit- 
ical parties. He does not court the favor of Congress, nor approbation from 
abroad. In his re-election he has received a testimonial, that in his person he 
for more embodies the will and the views and aims iS the people, tiian the 
present Congress assembled in its last session. 

*' Li the message, the unmistakable voice of the American people speaks to 
us, and that people has nothing to conceal, and need not soften a line of the 
item picture of the present aspect of affairs. The north of the Union has 
searchingly surveyed all the events since the breaking out of the rebellion, and 
lias arrived at the conviction that slavery has ceased to be legitimate in that 
civilized portion of tlie globe which in the future is destined to perpetuate the 
name of xhe United States of America. This is the great stream of light, the 
rajs of which reach us across the Atlantic. From that source the whole pic- 
ture roUed up before us receives its wonderful light, and over all the surround- 
ing group? that were heretofore wrapt in dark nod gloomy shade is poured the 
dear light of day. 

" Now the goal is found, which no possible measure of sacrifice can purchase 
ai too great cost, and success is assured. The reign of himian slavery has 

a 
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eeased in tbe TTnited States ; therein Uj the real siffnificanee of Mr. Lmooln's 
re election, and from this GonscioQsncsB flow the noUe and simple words of his 

message." 

Another article contains tiio following : 

«« The American people can contenfplate the dose of the year with satisfac- 
tion. With that practical instinct that has always charaeteriied that natioot 

they have re-elected Abraham Lmcoln as President ; and as at tlie ballot-boXf 
so on the field of battle tliey have won a great victory. General Sherman has 
accomplished his march through the very heart of the rebellious States, from 
Atlanta to tbe Atlantic ocean, a march which in conception, spirit, and ex- 
ecntion recalls Hasnihal's crossing of the Alps. The sontfi, it is true* is still 
po^se^^sed of a Taliant amy and able generals, out Sherman has proved that tibe 
southern colospn? rests on feet of clay, and that the rebels have no power tO 
plac-e against the warriors and free laborern advancing from the west." 

The following was penned ou receipt of the news ui ihii capture of Savan- 
nah; 

" Every day the Tnion comes out more powerfully, more giant-like, from this 
dreadful civil war. She Ims no need to plead for friendships ; her own ciiizcna 
are the pillars of her free SUite?. A few more months and Davis with hia friends 
and rebel companions will seek an asylum at the shores of the British lion. 
There triumphal ardies will be boilt for them, addressee made, and dinners 
given to them, until, a few months later, they, like so many others before than, 
will be handed down to nbHcurity." 

I might add many others' ecjuaiiy strong and expreasive, but I content my- 
self for tbe present, and havq the honor to be, 
lonr obedienf servant, 

K. B. JUDD. 

• Hod. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, Wathingion. 



Mr, Judd to Mr, Seward, 

No. 81.1 • United States Lbgation, 

Berlin, JoMUary 16, 1865. 

Sir: The lejjislritivo body of tills lcin;:^dora asaembled in pursuance of the royal 
proclamation on the l lth iusUiut. The crrcmnnit s were held in the large hall 

* of tbe palace, called "der weisso saal," and were unusually imposing. A large 
assembly had gathered, and by the great display of nnirorms afforded a fine 
■peetacle. The galleries for the court, the diplomatic corps, and the public were 
largely filled. Besides the mcmbei-s of the two climibers, there were assembled 
the gencralt? of the monarchy, with field-marshal Count Wranfrel at their head, 
tbe minister of the royal household, Herr von Schlemitz, and all the high coart 
officials, and very many of tiie {)rivy cooneiUors and duef fimctionarieB of the 
civil service. At the appointed time the state ministers took their places at the 
left of the throne, and after her Majesty the Queen and her royal highness the 
Crown J'riucess had made their appearance in the royal gallery, bis Maje.sty 
entered the ball, followed by the Crown Prince and all the other princes of the 
royal hoase. His ICt^estv was received with the cheers of the assembly, and 
tAet having bowed his thanbs and placed the helmet on his head— Jie wore a 
general's uniform — he received from the hands of the president of the state min- 
iVtrv. Iferr von Bismarck, the manuscript of tlie crown speech, which he pro- 
ceeded to read in a loud, and at times an elevated tone of voice. The close of 

ths reading was ibUowed by renewed cbecrs, and when tbe King bad retired, 
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Herr too Bismarck, in theKing's naiiie> dedand the Gbamben of the monarchy 
opoDod. 

I annex lioreto a copy of tlio opening address. It corresponds in tlie main 
with the e^cpoctations which persons familiar with the condition of internal affairs 
in Pru^$sia had conceived. The goverument inflexibly maintaius its stand-point 
on the qneetton of the reorganisation of the arm j. Thia is expressed in the 
speech in terms not to be mistaken. The tone is rather eonciliatory, and tlM 
King at the clo^^c expro^sps the hope that the differences now existing between 
his govemnieiit and the House of Ik'piifir';^ may be removed. But it is difficult 
to see how, this is to he brought about, wiien the very (question upon which that 
diffisrenee arose is maintained with even more emplmris than ever before. It 
requires no prophetic gift to foretell that tibe present session bids fair to lead to 
no other result than the three prpcoding ones. Xn iindprstaiidin;^ i?* likely to 
be reached nn the army quo^tion, and as this in the condition precedent of a 
settlement of the constitutional and budget controversy, matters so far as regards 
that issnOf too» will remain m «late qvo* 

The part of the speech relating to Sehlcswig-Holstein is so worded that no 
definite prognostic can be given regarding the [)olicy of Prussia in that matter. 
The language is intentionally non-committal, and so framed as to leave to the 
government freedom of action. It is no secret that Herr von Bismai-ck really 
means to annex them if Aostria can be induced to consent thereto. 

Tlie finances and commercial relations as well as the indnstrial and agricultural 
interests of the monarchy are reported to be in a most gratifying and flourishing 
condition. The wnr h?i!» been carried on without the necessity of resorting to a 
loan, and notwilhtftanding the extraordinary exponses^the budget for the current 
year will show a balance of receipts over expenditures. 

The enlargement of the pavy is warmly adyocated, and in connexion there- 
with, the bttUding of the ship canal between the Baltic and the North sea is 
insisted on in a manner as if that great entexpriae waiibnt an Internal affiur of 
Prussia. 

Foreign relations are represented to be in a particularly satisfactory condition. 

Of course the army comes in for its due shue of the ro3ral enloginm and ap- 
probation for its prowess and success in the war with Denmark. This is the 
topic upon which his -^fajosty ever loves to dwell and enlarge. 

The foregoing constitute the le^iding points , in the King'p address. As it 
yields nothing iu principle, the House of Deputies, while grateful tor the concilia- 
tory tone of the speech, will maintain its p^ition as unflinchingly as before. An 
impression haa prevailed that the military excitement consequent upon the ane- 
ceffOR in Schleswig-Holstein, the satisfaction of the nation at the reparation of 
tlie duchies from Denmark, and the prospective gain territorially on the part of 
Prussia, as well as the increase of external influence and position already by 
the Fniasians as a nation, would be stroog enough to compel submission on the 
part of the house to the demands of the ministry, and tnat indemnity for the 
ministry for the J)asrt, governing without a budget voted by the house, and a 
grant for the future, to meet the King's military views, would be the result of the 
present session. From all that I can as yet hear as to the temper of the house, 
the ministry will be disappointed in these expectations as beifbre stated. No 
official action has yet taken place in the honse beyond its oi^nization. Herr 
Grabon has been re-elected president almost nnanimously, ana if ihat fact and 
his opening speech are' indications of the temper of tlie house, no agreement be- 
tween it and the ministry ia probable. The fbllowiug extract from his opening 
speech exnre^^ses iu iewcr words than I can iiud, the interior administrative 
poli^of tne present ministtr : 

<* Wlien we were last dismissed, the bom- of an agreement with this house was 
renounced. Since, prosecutions of the liberal pree? and of liberal officials, non- 
couiiimatioQs of the elections of liberal mnncipal officers, asperBlous, accusatiousy 
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and slandering of all liberal citisensi bave prevailed in a greater degree thm 
before. Liberal views and opinions are under tlie ban. Fidelity to their con- 
victions, the fairest ornamont of the Pmssian official of old, is prei^ciibed hy the 
I'ruasiau regime of to-daj^. But the King's mottOt ' He who phiuts Iiimaelf on 
ihe rock of jnstloe fltaads on tbe rode of bonor and Tietofy*' is onra too. Under 
this banner we can find the agreement with the goyemment wbieh we too desire 
and have hitherto endeavored in vain to bring about in a way alone wbicb does 
not involve the sacrifice of the lightB the people have coniided to U8» and 
we have sworn to uphold." 

I abstain from speaking of the House of Lords. That bodr is in full accord 
with the govemmentt and will sanction all the meaeoiea which maj be bronght 
belbve It hj the ministry. 

Herr von Bi.^marck's policy of postponement and "masterly inactivity" in 
settling the question of Buccession in the duchii d ot Schleswig-Holstein yet 
prevails, and no arrangement between Austria and Prussia has bet-u reaciicd. 
In tbe mean time tbej are gavenkd by Pmaaia and Anstria jointly, the real 
powor and inflnence being on the side of Pmssia* ^ 
I am, shr, your obedient semuit* 

N. B. JUDD. 

Hon. William 11. Seward, 

Seentary of State, WathingUm, 



SptiBA fnm the tftrwu. 

ninstriouB, noble, and dear lords and gentlemen of the two chambers : A year fertile in 
•veut« bafl i>aBHed away. In concert with bis Majesty the Etuperor of Austria' we have sne- 
c«<eded in acqnitliiit: uiir^^dvcs of a debt of boimr which had been frequently recalled to our 
lecoUectiou, and with reij^ard to which seutiuieuts traditioual iu the memory of the entire 
ow tttiy had been called HMtli. An hononble peace has been w<m by tbe brilliant valor of 

OQX Tiiiited Hrniie-H. 

luucuuragtHl bv the gatisfactiou with >\hiih our people ca.«it a retrospective glance upon 
this sncftMS worthy of Prussia, we turn our huarto with hutuility towards God. whose h\es»' 
lug has enabled me to give tliauks, in the name of the country*, to my army, for its exploits, 
wuch eqna) those of its most glorious military annals. After fifty years of |>eHce, brolcen 
only by liouombje but short cumjtiiifnis 'be i-ducatiou and discipline of niy ariny, the utility 
of ita organization and of its aruiameut, have been brilliantly tested by the war of last year, 
wUeh the tnelemency of tbe season and the valiant resistance of the enemy will render for* 
•rrer mi;morable. Owiug to tin* • xisfhip nr^'aiiiz.itinn of tin- arniv, tin- wnr m mx enabk-d to 
be earned on without our being compelled, hy caiUng out the JLaudwolir, to indict imujy 
opon the fdalSona ef labor and of family amon|^ the people. After such experience It m 
more than ever my duty n s.ivereipn to maintani the prc.-t nt nnaugemcnt« and to develop 
them upon the exuting ba«i8, 8o a» to impart to them eieater perfection. ■ 1 may expect tliat 
bcMth houaes of parltament will afford me their eoDsatutionu aesislaoce in accomplishing • 
diis duty. 

The development of the navy also creates special oblipitjoiis. IJy the part it has taken 
ia Ihe war the navy has acquired just rigbu to my gratitude, and ha.s proved it;* hieh im* 
nortanee to tin- cotmtry. It I*russiit dt'siros to fultil tbe bi^'b mission yoposcd upon ner by 
her ffeogrupbical situation and her political {Ktsitiou, it is requisite for bcr to ^'iM- her navy 
the fitting d)>Telopment» and not to refrain from malting considerable sacrifices tor tbi^i pur- 
pose. Acting upon this co&TictioB, my gorenunent will lay before you a hill for tbe aug- 
mentation of the fleet. 

Tbf ilutv ut pr4.viiHng for tbopo soldiers w hose health has been imi»aircd in tlif fii-M. and 
for the ^Boilit H ot those who have fallen, will find legitimate expression in the presentation 
. of a bfll f»r the peusloBf of inralldi, trhidi I hope trill meet with a fkTorahle receptioa at 

ywir bamlft. 

1 have tieen enabled to put an end to the concentration of troops up^" ^he Polish firontier 
■ftar the suppreesioa of the Insaneedon in the adjoining country. The moderate bnt firm 

i:* :u.!< i f luy jruvernrneut hun sbeltercil Pnisnia iVoni the encroachnient<< of the insurrection, 
wluie tbe competent tribunuln have sentfuced persons guilty of isolated participation in ten- 
dMMiaa afanlnff at tlie aeparatiun of a portion of the monanmy. 

TTif pr<»spcrou.-f ."fnte of our tiuanccn enabled us to airry on the war apainst Denmnrk 
witiivut being compelled to have recourse to a loan. This result must arouse great satialac* 
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tion. It han Viron obtained by economical and far-»ip:bted •dministration, and abow aU bj 
the coosiderublu surpltu of the public ruvooue during the lait two vears. 

After Btrikiikg the Mlftsee of Ust jear, my eovemmeul will laj before yon a complete r^ 
port xipon thesalyactof Uie ootte CNSOMioned by die war and tbe 001110 fioiD which fcbeyh«v« 

been mut. 

^le budget of the enmnt year will be laid befon* rnn iinmo<liatoly. It includes tbe in- 
crease of rovenuo expected to ,"\risr from the new land and iii'lustrijil tax, WhiU? confining 
itself to the tried limits of u prudi-ut estimate, my povernmtut haa also be«»u able to place 
the other bruuches of revenue at an au<,niRntcd amount. It has thus been enabled, not 
only to re-ei»tabli.s)i eouilibrium between the revenue and the expenditure in this badcett but 
also to allot consideraDlo snms to meet the new reqnirementa in all branches of the adminlt* 
tration. Ik'sitlos the general accounts rcspcctiug the budp«'ts . f I-^r>y, Jr<<»U, and 18451, 
which will be again laid before you, yon will also receive the accounts for Jbti2, in order 
that the fforemment may be remued mm the same. 

The labors for tho ulterior repuhition of the limd fiix have lu rn rompletod within the pre- 
scribed period and in a satisfactory manner. I am happy to ackuowledgo that this result is 
•olely dbe.to ih« zeal and efforts which have been made in all qnarters to arrive at a 
solution of this difficult utiil lulmrious question. The preparatory labors of the tax upon 
buildings are also very greatly advanced, and only now reciuiro definitive anpniviil. 

My goM-ninn-nt does not cea.so its efforts that tlio .same progress should be realized in the 
dIfTorent brandies of production, nnd tliut care should be taken to extend and improv«> (Ik* 
method of conmuinicafion. The bill for a general regulation of roads will again iorm an 
important item of your deliberations. Several bills wiu also he laid beforayoa tor the exten- 
sion and completion of the railway system. 

My government has had the preparat<iry technical works executed for the construction of 
ft eaiiut Ix'iwit'u fhe^'orth soa an<l tlio Baltic, ik'toss H«»l8tein and Sdilcsu ig, which should 
be constantly navigable for merchantmen and vessels of war of all dimensions. In view of 
the importance of this great undertaking to the interests of commerce and of Pmssian ship* 
ninff, my goverunu-nt will i rideavor to guarantee its execution by a participMti 'n uf tli)> state 
ui the expenses it will occasion. More detailed communications will bo made to you upon 
this subject at the close of th<- preliminary deliberationfl. 

The working of mines, being freed from harassing restrictions, relieved from taxation, 
and develuped by iucreajie of the markets, acquires a more and more satisfactory position. 
You will have to examine the ^11 of a new general mhiing code, intended to xc^nuate tha 

4egal jiosiiiou of this branch of industry. 

The ordinance dictated by the iutt;ri'j^ts of our commerce and our maritime ports, pending 
the duration of the war, relative to extraordinary duties upon the tlag, will be lud before you 
in virtue of an ulterior authorization. My government has succee ded in removing the ob- 
stacles which threatened to compromise the existence of the German Zollverein at the e»- 

Siratiou of the period fixed by treaty. The treaties concluded with the government of his 
lajesty the Emperor of the ifreuch have obtained the adhesion of all the governments con- 
stitnting the Zoirverein, and the enstoms treaties have been renewed with some modifications 
justiticirby ('\p«T;ciK i>. 'i'lie-^c tn ati. s, together ^^ itii the arrangements upon the sultjetn of 
the wishes expressed by one of our allies in the Zollverein, will be laid before you for the 
purpose of obtaining your assent. The negotiations which, in consequence of these treatiee 
atid in accord with the govcmin*'nts of Havaria and Saxony, have bt;en entered ir^to with 
Austria with the view of I'aeilitating and reciprocally developing business, permit the hope 
of a speedy result. The work commenced by these) treaties with France inAngust, 
and the e.\eent:ti;i of iivhu h has been pursued since that time with equal persevorance by my 
goverunieut and tliat <ii liis Majesty the Kniperor of the I'reueh, is thus ap]iroaching a con- 
clusion which will o{)en a vast field to commerce, and, by the common development of p|Oa- 
perity, will affoi^ a fresh guarantee for the amicable relations of neighboring nations. 

I cannot alluae to the exploits of my army without expressing my satisfjictiou with, and 
cordial ackuowledg^inent of, the deeds of the Austrian tnnips, A-- the soldiers of the two 
armies have sbaredHh^r laurels together in the frateruity of arms, so tbe two courts have 
oontinned ttnited in the complications that have ensned by a close alliance, which has fonnd 
a solid and durable basis in my German sentiineiit.'. and in those of niy august ally. In 
these sentimeuts and in fidelity to treaties is to be found the guarantee for the preservation of 
the tie which connects the German states and secures tiiem the protection of the confedera* 
tion. 

The peace with Denmark has |jiven back to (lornmuy her disputed northern frontier, and 
has restort'«l to the inhaldtants ot those countries tbe possibility of taking an active part in . 
our national life. The fask of my policy will be to secure this conquest by institutions 
which shall facilitate the honorable duty of protecting this frontier, and allow the duchies 
to employ and turn to account their resonrces in the interest of de«d^ng tlie land and sea 
forces of the common country. 

In the nuiiritenance of these legitimate claims, I shall seek in their fulfilment to oonibiue 
both the well-founded demands of the country and of the sovereigns. In order, therefore, 
to gain a secure basis to judge of the legal questions in dispute, I have requested the law 
offioen of tbe Crown, eonfonnabljr with their dnties, to give a legal opinion upon the subject. 
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My ctymMkna <ra the legal ride of the qn<>stioii, and my duty towards my conn try, will 

assist me in my endeavor^ to ronip tn nii nnd'Tstniidinp' with mv illTistriou*^ »Ily, with wliona 
I at present share the occupation and tho ciire of a repfuiar aduiiuistratiuu of the duchies. 

It affgads me lively satimaetion that th^bomplications of tho war have been cou^ned with- 
in a narrow compass, tuid that tlic dtingers which mrj^ht hav.- tlircHteiu'd liuropean peaoe 
liave been averted. The rt*-«stai)lishiucnt of diplomatic relation:} with Dcmuork has com- 
menced, and I entertain timi confidence in tho formation of those more friendly and mora 
profitahU- ri'lHtions whicli so thoroughly conduce to the nattmil ititerestij of thctwo coiintriea. 

Our rt'iatiiiiis with all tho other pow«»r8 have not been in any way troubled, and cuutiuue 
to present the most agwenble and moRt Batisfactory characti-i. 

6entlemeu : It is my earnest wish that tho difference which has arisen within the last few 
years between my povemnient and the Chaml^er of Dsputies should be brou{^ht to reconcilia- 
tion. The memorable events of lf^)4 will have tissistod to enlighten the public mind upon 
(be neoeasity of impioTing a military organixaiion wiucii lias passed tlurough the test of * 
raeeeaafttl war. 

I am re^oU i'(l sli!l (o respect and uphold the riu':hf s the 00liatUutii>n lias irrnntod to the ro- 
preeeotatives of the couatry, but if Frossia is to maintaia ber indepeudenoe aud the rank to 
wlueh she is entitled amoii^ Eoropean atatea, her government mnst be firm and strong', and 
a g"oo<i nn<lcrstandinf: with the repr(>spnt;itivr3 vnn only be sernred by the mainteuauce of 
the organization uf the army, wiuch guurunto s its military ethcieucy, aud, cou-secjuently, 
tiw aeeiiiity of the conntry. 

All mv ♦ tforts and nil my life are dovof*'^! to tin' liappinoss and the honor of Prussia. By 
punalug the same object, I have no doubt you will tiud the way leading to a complete 
Hgreeraeat with my gOTemmeat, and your labion thoa coodm:e to the wel&re oi tba 
eoaati7. 



Jlir. Seward to Mr, Judd. 

No. 85.] • DEPARTNtFXT OF StATR, 

IVas/t tngton, FthrunrTj 1, 1S65. 

9lB: Your despatch of Jonaary 12, No. 80, has been received. I thauk jou 
for the Tcrj agreeable ioformaticm it gives concernhig the fevoiable impreBaion 
which xecent politieal and nulitary events bete baa nude upon the popular mind 
in Qermany. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAHD. 

NoBMAN B. JuoD, jBsq., i^c., ^c, Berlin. 



Mr, Judd to Mr, Seward, 
[Extract] 

No. S6.] . U.NITED States Legation, ' 

• Berlin, February 24, 1865. 

Sib: • • * • • • • 

There is no immediate prospect yet that tbe ttatue of the dncbies of Schleewig- 
Holstem and Lanenborg will Boon be settled. Prassia and Ai^tria cannot come 
to an untL'r-'t.'UKlii)^, and thr- r]no<«ti()n is more than ever a matter of agitation 

and apjirt li< ii-'ioii throughout (iermauy. 

Au iuteriismi&tic flag tor the ebippiug of tho duchies has been agreed u^on 
between Prussia and Austria, oonsistrag of three borisontal stripes of blue, wbita, 
and red, with a yellow field in the blue stripe* on the top near th* flagstaff, and 
foreign maritime nations will ho n:^ked to recognize that flag, and accord to the 
idiinping of the ducliies the rights and privileges as provided in the commercial 
and maritime treaties of Denmark with those uatious, uud which it enjoyed 
when the dhehies constitnted a part of Denmark. 
I am/sb, yonr obedient servantt 

N; B. JUDD. 

Hoik Wn.UAM H. Sf,u Aim, 

Secretary oj iSCaU, Washington. 
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Mr. Judd to Mr, Seward, 

No. 87,j . Wkitbd States Legatiox, 

Berlin, March 13, 1S65. 

Sir : Your doppatch No. 85, dated February 7, 186.5, ia received. The dif- 
ferences between tlie Pniasian admiuiatration and the house of representatives, 
■o &r from being compromised or adJuBted, increase in their intensity, and the 
hope of a return to conetitntioiial rnlo and to a condition in wbteh the lepvo- 
^ sentatives of the people shall exercise some inflneoce and control over the ex- 
penditiires of the government is c3chanHt(-d. 

At the last court ball HeiT von Bismarck said to me that he saw no prospect 
of an agreement between the ministry aud the house. That body is at present 
debating the budget for the purpose, as J euppose* of diflfoaing information 
among the people, and the result of the TOte, when that U taken, will be its 
rejection in tlio form presented hy the goveniment, and the ministry will con- 
tinue to curry on the aiVairt; of Btate according to their own will and pleasure, its 
only responsibility being to his Majesty. 

The negotiatbns between PnuMia and Austria, in relation to the Sehleewig- 
Holatein qneetion, ** drag theSr slow length along," apparently no nearer a ter> 
mination tlian they were t*ix mouths pince. ITerr von Bir*marck*s " masterly 
inactivity" still leaves tlie administration of tljc duchici' in hit* Imnds, and the 
Prussiauizing process is goirig on, not apparently with much success. A favor- 
able resnlt could hardly be expected with the known fieelings of a minority of 
the people of the duchiee. otill this entire Schleswig-Hol^tein business has 
been from the beginning:; a series of lucky accidents in aid of Prusr^ian experi- 
mental policy. There are those that believe the finality will place the duchies 
substantially aud really under the control of Prussia, although formal annexation 
may not lie proclaimed. It ifl true, Austria has just refused to agree to propo- 
sitions made by Heir von Bismarck to that elfect, but this wiU not preclnde 
further transaction, and not occasion a rupture, as Austria fears a total disagree- 
ment with Prussia in the present attitude of Italian affairs, aud llerr von Bis- 
marck knows it. As long as that continues, the ucgoticftions can end in only 
one way, ana that is, by the eonceasion of all that Prussia desires. 
I am, sir, yoor obedient senraot, 

N. B. JUDD. 

Hon. Wu.iJAM H. Skwarh, 

Secretary of State^ Washington, D. C. 



Mr, Judd to Mr, Seward, 

No. 92.1 Unitbd Statbs Lboatioiv, 

Berlin, AprU 18, 1865. 

SiH On Saturday I hung out of the legation our " star-spangled banners,*' 
and thus notified tlie peonle of Berlin that rebellion and slavery had met their 
doom; that their foriilied capital had been tiiken; that their executive was a 
fugitive, and the rebel army of Kichmond for the most part killed, wounded, aud 
pfuoners. No details reached us on that day except such as a rebel subsidised 
news company, located in London, cho.<^i> to despatch to the continent. I knew 
enough, liowever, to warrant niifnrlinp the flags, and to-day the happiness is in- 
creased by the cordial congratulations of true friends. The well-informed have 
expected the " collapse" ever since Sherman entered the " shell but, notwith- 
Btimding, the actual occurrence produced inrpressions as enthusiastic and exciting 
as though the result had not been expected. 
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The number of I told you bd's" on the streets ia rather reiiiar]i:able. Still, 
the geoaine reaetionaiy and feadalist consoles himself with the vise helief that 
the nation, althon^ aoccessful in armed contest, is bankrupt, and that the 
finances will bring ruin to the (by him tletested) repablic We can la^gh at his 
"divine right," igjiorance, and conceit. 

Your serenade announcement of non-intervention was a happy inspiration for 
die moment, as it accompaded the message of our triumph, and will soothe the 
alarms of those that know they deserve chastisement for theur past eondnet 
towards us during our depression. f 

The European rebel sympathizers, who for four years have gloated over the 
anticipated ruin of the republic, and have believed to see in this ruin the final 
end of all hope for that form of government in any part of the world, feel some* 
what easier in the presence of the ** armed democracy" snoeessfol at your assnr- 
ancea that justice and honor only are to be sought for and protected in its fbtore 
career, and that the nation reinstated can afford to forget sliglits given us in 
times of affliction, however meanly it mav think of the in uiliDod of tho.-^e who 
have sought the protection of such circumstances to utter their couiumelies. I 
hxwe only a short telegraphic synopsis of your remarks, and as construed by me 
they only laid aside thoughts of Tengeance* but yield iiot a jot of jostiGe and 
honor. 

I am awaiting to hear that you have demanded of other nations that pirates 
and piracy shall be called by their right names, and treated according to the 
kws of the dTiliied world, and the honeyed phrase of " belligerent rights** should 
cease to be used, and the protection of neutral harbon for such craA should be 
withdrawn. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

N. B. JUDD. 

Had. William H. Sbward, 

Seerttarjf State, Woihington. 



Mr, Judd to Mr, Seward. 

Now 93.] United States Legation-, 

Berlin, Jjjril 27, 1SG5. 

Sir : Intelligence of the asis.issiuation of Presiilent Lincoln, and of the murder- 
ous attack upon yourself and many members of your household, reached Berlin 
at aboat two p. m. yesterday. The statement had such an aspect of horror 
that I did not heh'eve it. At the exchange, where it was first received, it was 
pronounced a stockjobbing^ report. I teh'ixraphed immediately to Mr. Aflara?, 
and bis reply was a continuation of the dreadful tidings. Your coiiditii'ii, as 
reported, gives occasion for the most intense anxiety, and no words can express 
the feeBngs with which I await farther despatches. The report states that 
your son, Frederick W. Seward, wati killed in defending the life of his invalid 
father. A noble death of one so young and promising, though sad and mournful 
to sur\'iving relatives and friends to know that lie died by tlx- linnd of an assaj'.-'in. 
The terrible and tragic death of Mr. Lincoln, and the calamities that befell your 
housi hold in that fearful night, are heavy blows for one enfeebled bv previous 
illness. May He who sav^ your life amidst all its horron give heiding to 
your wounds, and restore you again to health and usefulness. 

I cannot realize that Mr. Lincoln has been assassinated. Ue was saved from 
the Baltimore demons, when on his way to Washington, to be slain now in the 
midst of friends, and just at the moment when public affairs have assumed their 
brightest aspect, and peace and order are about to return to the country he 
ivved so well 
4oc» • 
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AD tbe afternoon and evening yesterday tbe legation was thronged with 

anxions and inquiring frii luli^, ana many tears fell from the eyes of strong men. 
Berlin tnlk? of nothing else to-fl;iy. Expressions of horror and indignation at 
the foul murder of our great and good PrcBident, and of deep sympathy and 
condolence for our stricken people, mingled with fervent wie|^eti that you mny 
zecover and survive this terrible affltetion» are on the lips of all— on the lips oif 
fbreigners and strangerB, who see in you the tmsted friend and counsellor of 
our martyr Presi<1( iu, and the man who, for four yean 80 firatigbt with dangers 
and triuis, has pn .-^e'l \ «'d jteace with Europe. 

The legation is draped iu black, and the pastiiug world beholdd that thiti is a 
house of mourning. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant* 

N. B. JUDD. 

Hod. Wim-iam 11. Sk\vaki». 

^Secretary of iState, Waxhingtan. 



Mr, Judd to Mr, Seward, 

No. 94.] ,Unitbd Statbs Lbgatioiv, 

BerUn, Apnl 2S, 1865. 

Sir : I have to-day received a oommunieation from tlie minister president and 
minit^ter of foreign atVaii .^, llerr von Bisniarck-Sc Iiomliausen, expressing the 
deep sympathy of his !Majesty*.^ <^ovtTument with tin ;j:< a cniment of the United 
States at the death of Mr. Lincoln, and tiie attemjjt on your life, and desiring 
me to convey the expression of their s}-mpnthy to my government. Herr von 
Thile. nnder-secretary of state for foreign aifairs, was charged with deliverine 
the note in person, and came to the lepition with it. In doing so he expre^sea 
in tlie warmest terms, for himself and hie government, tbe deep feeling tbe sad 
occurrences have occasioned. 

I annex, marked A and B, copies of that commnnicntiott and my response to 
it. Herr von Bismarck^s note has been in turn delivered in parson to Herr von 
Thile by the secretary of this legation, Mr. Kreisman. 

My oollengnes of the diph)matic corps nre all calling to express their sym- 
pathy with us in this afHiction, and their abhorrence of tbe foul deed. 

1 am, sir, your obedient servant, • 

•N. B. JUDD. 

Hon. William H. Srward, 

8eerttary itf State, Washington, 



A. 

[Tnoslalion.] 

Berlin, April 27, IBGT). 

Tbe roval gorermnent is profonndlj moved hj tbe intelligBDce, which reached here jester' 
day, of the aesMmination or President Lincoln, and tbe simultaaeoiis attempt on tbe life of 

tlu- Spcrt'tnry of S'at.-, Mr. Soward. 

In view of the so happily ejusUng friendly relations between Prussia and tbe United States, 
the vttderBTgtied cannot forbear to c.xpr«vsM to their government the sincere sympathy of tbe 
royal frKvornuu nt with thv prpiit lo.ss that this crime has inflicted upon thi m. lie thprrftnv 
roqiu-bts the envoy t-xtraordiuary and minister pleuipoteutiary of tbe Lulled States uf 
Aniorii M, Mr. .Indd, th at he will convey the ezpiMaion or theee sentimoita to bis goverament, 
and he avaih hirii-. u uf ocoieioi), too, to reneir to Mr. Judd the aanuanco « bia dialin- < 

gui»hed coui^idciatiuu. 

y. BISMABCK. 

Mr. K. B. JVDD, ifc,, tfc, Sfc 
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B. 

LGOATION op the UmTBD STATK9 OF AMERICA, 

Berlin, April 'iH, 1865. 

The THidiTsig^pd has the honor to ncqnaint lus excfllonrv tho minister prcsidi'iit nnd 
minister of foreign atifuirg, Herr von Bisuuirck, that he will nut luil to tntnsntit ut once to 
^oveniuient the expraasioiM of sincere! sytn^mthy with tho greiit loss the t'uitod Statci 
liATe sustained in the a8«a8.<*iiiation of their President, Abrulnini Lincoln, and the pro)«tratiua • 
of the SecreCiifT of State, Mr. Seward, which his «c«ltent y, on behalf of his Mujt sty'fl pov- . 
ennneat, 1ih« b<'« n i-Ii a-i il in )i«l<li<-ss t»i the uinltTsijjfiifd, in the note of the "JTth of Apiil, 
1865i, and whicii was delivered in person, bjr his exueilency the under-secretarjr of state, 
Herr Ton Tfaile. 

In thf niirlst of their jrivaf nffliction, it will ufford the pov(-nnnrnt of the tindersipned. a« 
it docii him, a sincere ^atuitac'tion to receive a renewed imd so uiiukcd a tolcen of tho happilj 
exifftinff friendly relations between the United States and Prossia. 

The tiud<Tf*iijn< d but antioij>i\ti'S t!ie din'cfiuns of his g^overnment in ossniinp' bis rxcol- 
lenc^ that the expre!<^i<»ns of syniuttthy and condolence of his Maje.sty's goveruuanl will bo 
neetTed with due appreciation and acknowledgment, and he avails himself of this occasion, 
too^ to feaaw to his excoUencj the aasafanoe of his distinguished oonsiderati<»n. 

N. B. JUDD, 

Hb Ssedlonex Heu tok Bismarck, I^., 4rc., 



Mr, Judd to Mr, Sewtrd, 

No. 95.] UiNiTBD Statrs Lkgatfov, 

Berlin, April 29, 1865. 

Sir: TelegraDhic advices from tlie United States by a later atcamer reached 
ben It noon to-aaj, and it affinrdB me eineere pleaetire to learn that the first re- 
port of die death of Mr. F. W. Seward has been erroneous, and that although in 
acrittcal coiiditiou, be still lives; and that notwithstanding the cruel and Stnil^ 
Grounds inflicted on you by a cowardly a-ssna^in, in addition to the Hcvertf injnries 
Bii^tA\n('<\ by your late accident, your condition was considered hopfful. 

All of the ineiob«rsof the diplomatic corps have paid me their visito of regard 
end eoodolence. So hare the King's chietest offieiaki, and many df the distin- 
gni'ghed meti of science and letters. 

A:* the iletails of the horrible crime become known, the interest and excite- 
ment in every circle and among every class of men increases. It is the one theme 
oC convcraation and discussion. The public journals here and elsewhere arc 
etttircsly filled wHh it. One intense and spontaueons bnmt of sorrow and indig- 
nadoti Id ringing throoghont Qermany, and every one, high and low, great and 
lmm\ \o, is en^or to bear testimony of his admiration and grief for a great and * 
good man d»^i):irted. 

Yesterday the subject was brought before the IIouj»e of Deputies by one of its 
BMWt distingniahed members, Dr. William Lmwe, well known among oar German 
citizens in the Unit«'d States, from his long residence in New York, as a political 
exile from his liitlicr-laiid. In eloquent and feeling terras lio paid a warm 
tribute to President Lincoln, and at the close of his remarks called upon the 
hous«i to unite with iiim in an address appropriate to the occasion, to be pre- 
sented to the American minister here. Nearly the whole house rose in token 
of cooenrrenca, and the address, as drawn up by the speaker, is receiving nume- 
rotu 8^;nattires. It is to be presented to me by a deputation of memlx )>, headed 
by the president and the two vice-presidents of the house. Dr. Loewe has con- 
f' rred with ine, and it is arranged that the address is to be presented on the 
s/ternoou of Monday next 

At my ioiriiation the Americans at present at Berlin have met at the legatiout 
isd it bsB been d<'eided to have divine services, in memory of the late President, 
M Tncadny next* May 2,' at 4^ o'clock p. m., in the "Dorothea church," the use 
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of which for tbat purpose has been kindly granted ju hy the city anthorities 
and the paHtors of the church. President H. P. TappUl, fonnerly of Michigfttl 
university, will conduct the scrvio'r^ for us. 
I am, sir, your obedient servauti 

N.-B. JUDD. 

Hon. WiMJAM H. Seward, 

Secretary State, Watkingten. 



Mr. Judd io Mr, Seward, 

No. 96.] UiNlTBD Statks Lf.(7 ati(in. 

Berlin, jMuy 1, 1SG5. 

Sib : This forenoon Captain von Lucadon, personal aide-de-eamp of his royal 
highoeu the Grown Prince of Pmseia, presented hiniDelf at the legation and 
informed me that he was chaif;ed by their royal highnesses the Prince and Prin- 
cf'sa Royal of Pru.-<si:i to rfniiri't me to transmit on their behalf, to the govern- 
ment of the United States, their condoleTicc at the pad event thiU had tnmt^pired, 
and desiring me also to convey to Mrs. Lincoln their kind hympathies in her 
affliction. 1 enclose herewith. a copy of my letter of condolence written to Hrt. 
lincoln. I shall send the original through the State Department, sealed* 
I am, sir, yonr obedient serrant, 

N. B. JUDD. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Sfcretary (>f State, Washington, 

(For accompaniment sec Appendix, separate volume.) 



Mr, Judd to Mr, Seward, 

No. 97.] XTnitbo States Lroatio?!. 

JB^/ta, May 2, 1865. 

Sir : In my despatch No. 95, yon were informed, that I had named Monday, 

the first day of May, as the time to receive from the membi rs of the Prussian 
House of Deputies their address of condolence on account of the death of Presi- 
dent Lincoln, and the attempt to assassinate yourself. • A note, received in the 
• morning of that day, appointed five o'clock p. m. as the hour at which the depu- 
tation would be at the legation for that purpose. 

I had concluded , from some casual remark of a member, that the deputation 
would be composed of some six or eii^lit nieuiljcrs. 15uf to my |>lertf»urable Bur- 
prit^e on its arrivul, 1 tbuud it numbered twenty-six of the n)^)^'t talented, cele- 
brated and influential men of the Chamber, headed by the venerable President 
Orabow, First Vice-President Herrvon Unmh, and Second Vice-President Herr 
▼on Backuin DolH's. The additional munes of the members of the committee 
were as follows* : Deputy Dr. William Loowe, deputy Prof. Dr. Virchow, deputy 
Baron von Vuert<t, deputy Stavenlia^'cn, deputy Dr. jur Waldeck, deputy Par- 
risius, deputy von JJouin, (ex-uiiuister,) deputy Bassenge, de puty tichroeder, 
deputy Dr. Zi^^t, deputy Duncker, deputy Lent* deputy Baron von Zedlit^ 
and Kurzbach, deputy Riet)old, de})ut y Schneider, deputy Dr. Johanu Jacobj, 
deputy RafTaiif. drpufy von SaiK'k< n rarpur-c lit n, deputy Dr. Liemens,depQtjr 
Dahlmaiui, deputy Dr. Krebs, deputy l)r. Von BunHen. - t 

The title of doctor reptjatedly recurring indicates a university degree, and not 
that of a physician, as used in our country. Dr. Loewe, who had the honor of 
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yom personal acqnnmtanee when be vended in New York, tbe politieal troubles 

of 1848 and 1*^49 having caused his temporarj absence from Prussia, as stated 
in a former despatch, presented the address with a few remarks in German 
expressive of the deep, feeling io all Germtiay at tlie death of Mr. Lincoln, and 
your narrow escape from tbe wme fiite, at tbe band of an assassin, which he 
followed hy reciting tbe address in full. After apologizing in German for my 
imperfect use of that language, and asking to be allowed to respond in English, 
I oxpri'-aod t])e thanks of the government and the people of tlie United States 
for this sympathetic manifestation of interest in our affliction, ast^uring them that 
the latest advices happily stated your improving condition, although the danger 
had not yet folly piissed. That tbey might rest noder the certain conviction 
tbat the object sought to be accomplished by the conspirators in these horrible 
$nd nitirderouf attacks would not succeed. The government would not be par- 
alyzed, but move stoutly and firmly forward in tlie political and social regenera- 
tion of the communities in rebellion. That the experience of the last four years 
bad demonstrated beyond qnestion tbe power of a people under a republican 
form of government to resist and overcome interior commotion and rebellion. 
That tlif administration of public aff iirj^ ha<l passed toanew President, habituated 
to public life an<l to deal with national quesitioiis, and whoee talents and firmness 
of purpose would speedily bring into submissiuu what little remained of the 
rebellious spirit That revenge was no part of our national character, bnt security 
for the future was the essential element that would control and guide the con* 
duct of public affairs. That the people of the United Slates appreciated the 
sympathy of thf German people during this terrible rebjdlion, ;uid that the 
soldiers of German birth, many of whom not even citizens, would be held in lasting 
remembrance by a grateful people, and that their memory would be bound with 
the laurel common to all who had fought this battle of fVeedom, without distinction 
as to nativity or color. Oue member of the committee, Mr. Schneider Sagan, 
was theJi in inonrninp; for an only son, killed at Petersburg, Virginia, and another, 
Deputy Uatfauf, has now a son serving in the army of the United Slates. The 
Geruiao heart has been more moved by these awful occurrences than by any 
event in thdr own histoiT sinee tbe year 18 13. In tbe minds of the great mass 

German readers Mr. Lincoln had come to symbolize the republic in all its 
attributes of the liberty and equality of all men, and their a^pir.irions and hopes 
tunnfd to him with admiration and atfuction. They feel that in himall humanity 
has lost a pure and noble champion. 

After the close of my remarks, some time was spent in friendly couTersatioii 
with the various members of the committee, and I parted with themat last, deeply 
gratified and consoled by this mark of generons and noble sympathy with our 
people and our canne. 

I encloi«e herewith the original address, with an English translation thereof, 
by the secretary of this legation, Mr. Kreismann, who was present during the 
interview. It is signed by two hundred and thirty-eight members of tbe coam* 
b«r,and I feel persuaded that a fit place will be assigned by you for this interesting 
document in the ar( lii\ t s of the StJ»t<' I )f iiartment. 

Your old aequaintance and friend. Professor Tellkampf, a member of the upper 
house, sought and obtained leave to add his signature. Yuu will readily hud 
his to yon fiuniltar bandwriitng. 

I am, sir, your obedient servantt 

N. B. JUDD. 

Hon. William H. Srwarh. 

&ecrttartf o/ iStale, Washington. 
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[Txaasktion.} 

ADDRESS OP THE MBMBBRS OF THE FRU881AV BODK OP DEPUTIES. 

Sntt We, the nndenlffiied, nifmbors of the Pmssim House of D.-puUttB, beg yon to m- 

oppt tlio oxprt'ssioii of niir jimruundest Kynipatliy \n tlit* i^tnt-n- loss tlic provciiiiiit'iu and tLe 
people of tue Uiiilfd States liave suffered in the death of President Liucolu, aud alike the 
eacpreuion of our dcepi^fit horror at the fthockingr crime to which he fell a Tictini* We are 
tLe more deeply moved by thi8 public calamity, itiHsmueh as it occurred at a moment when 
we were rejoicing at the triumph of the United Stales, and as the simultaneous attempt upon 
the life of the faithful partner of the Presideut, Mr. Si'ward, who, with the wisdmiiand reso- 
luUau of true stateeinaiiship, supported bim in the fulfilment of his arduous task, betrays 
the olject of the horrible crime to hsTe been, by the death of theee grrat and food men, to 
deprive the pt dp], vf tlic United States of the frtiits of their protniete*! sfnifjfcflc and patriotic 
self'Sacrificiug dtivotiou at tbe very moment when tbe triumph of right and law promises to 
biinf bock the bleesings of a long desired peace. 

Sir, livinp amonp; us, you are a witness t.f tlie hpfirtfolt sympathy which the people have 
ever preserved for the people of the United States durin<j this long and severe condict. You 
are aware that Germany has looked with pride and joy on the thousands of her sous who in 
this stni^'-frle have placed themselves so resolutely on the side of Imv iinJ rijrlit. Yim have 
£Ceu with what juy the victories of the Union have been hailed, aud how coniideut the faith 
in the final trinmpn of the great cause, and the restoration of tlie Unioii in all ita greatness, 
has ever been, even in the midst of adversity. 

ThiH prreat work of the restonitiou of the Union will, we confidently hope, not be hindered 
or interrupted by this tenible crime. The blood of the great and wise chieftain will only ce- 
ment tbe more hnuly the Union for which be has died. This the inviolable respect for law 
and love of liberty, which the people of the United States have ever evinced In the very 
midst of the ptodigious htrufTL'!' nf tin ii ijreat war, abundantly guarantees. 

We request your good utHcus for giving expressuni with your govermneut to our sincere 
condolences, and onr sympathies with the people and govemmeot of the Uidtod Stataa, and 
proffer to yourself, sir, the assurance of our distinguiuied COnsidsnlioil* 

(Follow two hundied and thiitj-eight signatores.) 



EEMABKSOP DEPirrV DR. WILLIAM LOEWE IN TUE PRUSSIAN HOUSE OP DEPUTIES. 

(lENTI.EMr.N : I have ventured to request the presidt-nt to permit me to make a communi- 
cation, for which I claim your sympathy. That which 1 wish to request of you do<.*8 not iu- 
deed belong to the immediate field of our labors, but it goes so far beyond tlie narrow circle 
of private lite that, in union with a number of our colleagues, I have ventured to call your 
attention to it. A considerable number of our colleagues feel the need, under the dismay 
produced by ilie shocking news of the urdiajipy death of President Lincoln, to {rive eapres- 
sion to tbeir feelings in regard to his fate, and their sympathy with tbe uatiou from whom he 
has been snatched away. Abraham Lincoln has fallen by tbe hand of an assasain in tha 
moment of triumph of the vnu-^f wlileh ho had eonduetcdt Mid wlulo he was ill hopes of bo> 
ing able to give to bis people the peace so long desired. 

Onr colleagnes #ish, in an address, to express the sympathy, not of this ho n ae t his I say in 
or<lerto reuKAc all hiiprcln iisinn of a violation of tlie rules of the hotise — but the sympathy 
of the individual nienilKrs oi the house in this great and unhappy eveut. This uddrcss we 
desire to present to the nnnisterof the United States. Gentlemen, I will lay the address on 
the table, an-l I bejr tltoseof my colleagues who share with me the feeliups of warm and 
hearttelt »yuii>uthy in ilie lot of a nation which is united by so many bunds with our owu 
people to give expression to these feelin|[8 by appending their signatures to tbe address. 
These sympathies 1 regard as all the more justified, as the United States have won anew and 
splendid triumph for uumkind, through the great stniggle which they have been carrying on 
for the cause of true lauiuiuity, and w hich, as I coutidently hope, in spite of this murder of their 
chief, they will conduct to a successful termination. In expressiug our feeliugs of pain, we 
desire at the same time to prove onr hearty sympathy with tne American nation, and those of 
oui biotbers w liuliiive tnkt n jiart in the struggle for their cause. The man, gentlemen, who 
has fttUvu by the murderous band, aud whom 1 seem to see with bis simple, honest counter 
nance — ^the man who accomplished such great deeds from the simple desire consdentionsly to 
perform lii iiiify — the man who never wished to be more or less thim the most conscientious 
and niost laiiiilul servant of his people — this mait will tind his own glorious place in th e pagtss 
of history. In the deepest reverence I bow my head before this modest greatness, and I think 
it is especiiilly Mfjrecablo to the spirit i >ir ou n niitiorf, with i(s ilcfp inner life, and adndra- 
tiou of s»-il-saeiitieing devotion, aud effort alter tiic ideal, to pay the tribute of veneration to. 
such greatness, exalted as it is by its aisiplieity and modesty. I beg you, gentlemen, ac* 
coulintrly, to join in this expn-ssion of ven<'ration fur the p^rnat dead, w hich, w ithout distinc- 
tion ot party, wc offer to him us a true servant of his ulutu aud of the cause of pure bumauity. 
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Jfr. Judd io Mr, Seward. 

No. 98.] United States Legation, 

Berhn, May 2, 1S65. 

Sir : To-day. at 1 o'cluck. a deputation* composed of Count Joaepli 
Fotnlreid and Mr. St. Motty, both membens of the Pragtlan Gfaamber of 
Deputies, presented to me an 'address on the subject of the lute terrible 
cal.'iniitj lo om nation, sJij^^iied bj the Polish mcmbei-i? of the Prussian Chamber 
of Deputies, with a re(|uest to Imve the same laid before tlie government and 
people of the Uuited States. I assured them of our full appreciation of this 
act of sympathy, and that I woald not fiul to immediately forwaid the addreaa 
to wj goTemmeut. The addreaa ia herewith eneloaed. 
1 MB, air, yoor obedient* ' 

N. B. JUDD. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, Wathington. 



[TmiiAlaiioii.] 

m 

ADDRSaa OF TBI PEUBSIAlf CHAMBER OP mPimB8. 

The Polish membeis of the ClUMllber of Deputies of Pnutia, at this moment present in 
Berlin, join their German colleagues in expressing all the grief and indignation they have 
axpeheuccd uu learning of the abominable crime to which the illustriuus Prodideut lliucola 
haabllMie vietiinT-<a martjr to the gnat caoia of tho obolikioBOf ■Uveiy. 

(FoUotr tbe lignatnna.) 



Jfr. Jmdd io Mr, Himter. 

No. 99.] Unitbd States Lk(;ati(i\, 

Berlin, May 4, lS6o. 

Sir: Your official circular, dated 17th April, is received. The iutoUigeuce 
of tbe asaaaaination of Preaidetit Lineoln, and tbe attempt upon Mr. Seward, 
aeeompamed by tbe wounding of Mr. F. W. Sew.ufl, official notice of %7hich 
la eontained in your circular, reached Berlin on^the 26th of April. I need not 
repeat aji^in the grief and horror felt on receivinj^ the tiding?^ of the sad evt-nt. 

The Attiericaus in Berlin met at this legation and resolved to hold appropriate 
divine eervicea, in memory of the lamented Preaident. The original intention 
of aieeting in tbe little chapel, ordinarily used by us for religions worsbip, bad 
to be abandoned, on aeeonnt of the almost universal desire of men of all classes 
bare afford them an opportunity of participating in tlx* perviceSi and min- 
gling their grief with ours in paying n last tribute to the great and good man 
departed. We therefore sought and readily obtained of the Berlin city authori- 
tieatbe nae of tbe Dorothea dinrcb, one of the most apaeious buildings of public 
woiabip here^ It was arrange* 1 tliat the Rev. H. P. Tappan, D. !>., of New 
York, now temporarily in Berlin, should conduct the Rcrvicea and deliver an 
«ddre*f?, and the German part of the exercises whs intrusted to the very (lii*tin- 
euLthed author and divine, Kev. Dr. Krummacher, chaplain to his Truseiau 
Majegty at Potadam, wbo kindly had consented to officiate on tbe occaaion. 
We also obtained the services of the choir of the Royal Cathedral; tbe eboroh 
WIS draped in black, and the American flags hung in mourning. 

The services were among the most significant and solemn ever held in Ber- 
Ho. The attendance was so large that many persons were unable to obtain 
•dmiiiaiou, and remained standing outside in the ehnrcbyard. His Majesty tbe 
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King was represented hy Major General Vou Boyen, his aide-de camp. The 
president of the ministry of state* and minister of foreign affairs, Heir toq 

Bii«mnrck, was also present. So were the members of the dlplomatie corps 
in full, a large number of the Pnisfian house of deputies, and very many of trie 
distingnighen men f)f . 'Science, letters, and art. It was indeed a noble tribute to 
our martyr President, and the cause in which he had died. I beg leave to eu- 
eloee tite order of exerciBes as printed for die occasion. 

The addresses by Dr. Tappan and Br. Krummacher were eloquent and 
feelinp: tr:ibutefl to the public and private virtnop of the deceased, and to the 
genius of onr institutions in developing character, as illustrated in the life of Mr. 
Liucoln. Throughout the whole of the exercises the audience remained absorbed 
and profoundly toached by the simple solemnity and impreesiTeness of the 8eene» 
which will be long femonbered by the people of Berlin. 

Tliere is no abatement as yet of tlie iiitonse excitement and heartfelt sympathy 
in all classes of society, here and elsewhere in Germany, over the sad event, and 
the possible and probable consec^ucuces thereof. All are moved, and seeking, 
words and modes to show xa iheur deep emotion and genuine sympathy. 

The first feeling of many here and elsewhere, on learning of the assassination 
of President Lincoln, was one of alarm and apprehension lest his death might 
be followed by anarchy and confusion, and our government be paralyzed. The 
quiet and undisturbed assumption of office by President Johnsoui his speeches 
at his inauguration, and on otner occasions, haye now removed all fear, and con- 
vinced all persons that the people, and not dynasties, rale in tihe United States ; 
that onr government and our institutions do not depend upon any man's life, 
however great and good that man may be. The American people Stand forth 
greater than ever in the eyes of Germany and Europe. 

Whatever may have been done in the United States, Mr. Uncoln is being 
canonised in Burone. A like unanimity of eulogy by sovereigns, parliaments, 
corptHrate bodies, by the people, and by all ptiblic journals, was never before 
witnessed on this continent. The most trntbfnl and eloquent testimonials are 
now given by some of those that belied him most while living. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

K. B. JUDD. 

Hon. William Hunter, 

Aciwg Searetary of Staitt WiMhingUm, 



Mr. Judd to Mr. Hunter. 

No. 100.] United States Leoatiox, 

Berlin, May 8, 1S65. 

Sir : On the Oth instant a deputation from the " Berlin Workingmen's 
Union," consisiiiig ot Messrs. A. Korig, L. Hoft", II. Krebs, Robert Nouvel, and 
Lu^hmann, presented au address of condolence in relation to the death of Mr. 
Lineoln. 

That Un ion ia oompoaed of nine hundred members, and is one of the infinential 

clubs of Berlin. 

I tlianked them for their kind sympathies, and promised to forward the ad- 
dress to the government of the United iStates, to be laid beiore the people. 
Annexed is a translation into English, made by the seeretary, Mr. Kreisroann. 
I am, sb, your obedient servant, 

N. B. JUDD. 

Hon. William IIuntkr, 

Acting Secn fari/ of State, Washivgfm, D. CK 

(For accompaniment see Appendix, separate volume.) 
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Mr. Judd to Mr. Hunter. 

No. lOl.J Unitbo States Legation, 

BvrJin, May 28. 1865. 

• Sir : Accompanying this T have the honor to forward an address to the 
Preeideoti presented to me for transmission by a committee of the " Berlin 
At^Mxaf and Heehaiiks* Uaion,'* a very large and ret^pectable assoeiatkm of 
men for mutual advanoement and bonc volence. I have properly responded to 
and thanked the gentlemen who delivered me the address, and I h(>rcwith en- 
close it with an English tranalation thereof* made by the aecretaxy of thia legap 
tion, Mr. Kreismann. 

I also beg to enclose an address to the President, presented by a committee 
of the Berlin branch of the ** Allgemeiner Dentscher Arbeiter-Varein»" an aaao- 
eiation of German workingmen, extending in braneheB» with a central oiganiaa> 
tion at Leipzig, throughout all Germany, 

Thr3e an* but additional tokonn of tijo deep and universal sympathy prevail- 
ing among the Germans ot all clause:) for our cauiie aud our peoplu, aud ui e cu- 
titled and will receive our mtefnl acknowledgments. 
I am» air* yonr obedient Bervant» 

N. B. JUDD. 

Hon. William Hunter, 

Acting Secretary q/' State, Washington, 

(For enclosimjs see Appendix, separate volume.) 



Mr, Jmdd to Mr, Hunter. • 
[Extnuit.] 

Ho. 105.] Ukitbd States Legation, 

Berlin, June 2, 1365. 

Sir : Prussian politics, internal and external, remain as unsettled as ever. 
Nf'irotiaf ions still continue between Prnf*^iia and Austria, in relation tn the final 
ditino^iiion to be made of the duchies of Schleawig-Holstein. The peculiar views 
and desires of Prussia I have mentioned in previous despatches, and thna far 
maalerly inactivity is having its inflnenee in her fiivor. So snre was she of 
accninj)li?hing her objects, that a short time since her fleet was ordered to the * 
harbor of Kiel, and the initiatory steps entered upon, to establish a permanent 
navy yard and a depot of naval ston-w and supplies at that port, to bo accompa- 
nied by fortifications perniaueutly armed and manned by iVussiau troops. This 
was done without saying even " by yonr leave*** to the duchies or to Austria. 
The interference of the Aoatrian commissioner in the duchies has so far checked 
that action. T'ropositions are now pending between Prussia and An^tri.i for 
the n!<(«embling of the estates of the dtichies, and this seems to he assented to 
by both the governments, but they are still seuarated by the qiu;stions as to 
what are the oonatitnent parte of said eatates nnaer existing laws ; by what law 
the composition ia to be regulatedt and when assembled, who is to have the 
initiative in the measures to be acted upon, and other points of a like nature. 
(Vrtain it is, that neither of the governments intends to permit the estates to 
■ettle the succession, and regulate such other matters as may to them seem 
iMCHBij. The people of the duchies are treated as of no importance, and are 
la be fimillT disposed of according to the interests and wishes of the oonqueiois 
of Denmark, to whom the duchiCB were ceded as the spoils of victory. 

The differences between the governnifnt and thf Chamber of Deputies continue 
u decided and irrecoacilable as ever. The military budget has been overwhehn- 
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in gly rejected. The annual budget has shnrod the fame fate. In fact overv 

• me.iHiire of tlie government, having for it8 object a grant of moin^y b<'yond 
the pointii of the rao8t restricted ordiuary expenditure, ia peremptorily rejected. 
The debates are bolder and freer than ever oefore in the history of this kiog^ 
dom. The charges of conrdption and despotism against the minister of ju.-^tice, 
ill the comporition of the courts for the trial of political offencef, are boldly 
uttered, and, that too, by members wlio themselves are judgc^s. Unfortunately, 
the charges of using the judicial power to puaish political opinions are too true 
to be denied, and the minister of jnstice has no other defence than that of say- 
ing "I protest," without meeting one of the specifications with even a plausible 
explanation Tlie truth U, that Pru.-?sia is to-day as thorough a despotism as 
exists in Europe ; the excesses of the despotiam being, however, restrnined hy 
the really good heart of his Majesty. 

The debates in tlie ehamber nave ereated a profound sensation among 
the people. They are permitted to appear in full in the newspapers, but a 
pamphlet edition thereof, intended for general circulation, has been confiscated 
! y tlic ETovernment. Repression, according to the system now in TOgne in 
France, is being carried out in this kingdom. 

The influence of the United States at the present time upon the masses in 
Europe, and especially in Qermany. cannot be estimated by a person not living 
smong them. The briltiant-militaiy soooess, the putting down of the rebellion, 
the quiet transfer of the government from one man to the nthor, as the result of 
the horrible tragedy in Washington, the stern and steady onward march of public 
affairs under the new President, have convinced the masses of the steadiness of 
power in a selfgovemed pcople» and European mlers look to*day with more 
interest at what shall emanate from your department than all the other diplo- 
matic bureaus in Europe. The system of the repression of lil>eral ideas that 
now prevails in all'tiie governments of Europe, with the exception of Rn!*sia a?id • 
Italy, must break down, and no influence does or will operate so strongly to 
produee this result as the nniTcrsal diacnssion in every eircle of the affairs 
of the United States, and the sncceesfnl progress of events there, grander 
and more powerful for humanity than any that have yet oceurred in Uie poUti- 
cai or military history of this continent. 

The rebel cause has now no longer any friends iu Europe. The murder of 
President Lincoln, and the attempt upon the lives of the Secretary and Assist- 
ant Secretary of State, 80 filled the public mind with horror and indignation 
tliat all its advocates and sympathies here are thoroughly silenced. And now 

• the capture of the redoubtable rebel chief, Davis, in his wife's petticoats, has 
covered him and his ruined cause with withering ridicule. What a fall there 
was I A shout of.homeric laughter went forth all over Gemiany at the ridiculous 
plight in which that worthy was taken prisoner. His capture, it is plainly felt, 
removes the last obstacle to a permanent and lasting peace. Kirby Smith and 
his bushwhackers will not long stand in the way thereof. The fourth of July 
next will see the nation restored, slavery abolished, and our laud not only in 
song, but in fact, " the land of the free, and the home of the brave." 

United States bonds here and elsewhere in Germany are quite buoyant. 
They are now qtiotdl at 73. Permanent investments therein continue to be made 
quite larg<dy, althoii^;h the speculating mania which had seized upon them, and 
was crowding out all other fuuds, lias perceptibly abated. The attempt which 
was lately made by the enemies of our cause to stop the sale of our bonds, by 
starting rumors of the circulation of large numbers of counterfeit bonds, has 
utterly failed. A letter from the Secretarj" of the Treasury, which was received 
here in Berlin, and published in the daily jnuriial^, has fully removed all appre- 
hensions regarding the exi.Hteuce of any counterfeits of our bonds whatever. 
The article on our tiuances, and ability to nay our national debt, prepared by 
Dr. William Elder, under the auspices Jay CookQ» has likewise done mum. 
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good. I deemed it of sofficient importance to seek its insertion in flnbstaaoe ia 

(ke ** Benache Zeitong," Uie jounal of the krgMt cireulAtion hero. 

* 41 m ***** Hi 

Yesterday, the first of June, pursuant to the President's proclamatiou, was 
duly obBerred ml Ibis lesation in memurj of onr late beloTed rresiclent 
I am, air, yonr obedient semmt* 

N. B. JUX>D« 

Hod. William IIuntrr, 

Aciing iSccreiarif of Slate, Washington, 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Jmdd, 

Ko. 91.] . Department of State, 

Wathimgton, June 13, 1865. 

8iR : Tour deepatcbaa team Kb. 93, dated April 27, to No. 100, dated May 
8t hare been received, and have.'been attentively read. Year narrativc:)i of tlie 
public and private demonstrations of sympathy in PruH^ia, occasioned by the 
tm^ic occurrence of the 14th of April last, are interesting as well as highly 
gralifying. 

I am, sir, yonr obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAKD. 

KotMAN B. J VDD, Efl^n 4v.t Berlin. 



Mr. Judd to Mr, Seward, 
Ha 109.] Unitbd States Lf .atior, 

Berlin, July 3, 1805. 

§IR : Tour despatch No. 91, dated June 13, lS6o, is recoived, and contents 
duly noted. I am deeply gratified that a kind I'lovidenee has re!*ton-(l you 
to health, and preserved your invaluable services to our couutry, that stands so 
Biach in need thereof. May you soon have the happiness of seeing yoar son 
frederiek i^ao entirely recovei ed. 

The department circular, relating to Admiral GoldBborough's squadron in 
European waters, is likewise received, and I shall not fail, aii occasion may 
rerjuin'. to make the subject of the circular known to the proper persons liere. 

B* rliii at this time is entirely deserted by all prominent official and diplo* 
■latic pen>onag^e8. His Majesty the King has gone on his annual tear to 
Karlsbad, accompanied by M. de BismarcK, and he is not expected to return 
to Bf-rlin hf fore September next. 

Afiainj in the United States continue largely to engross the attention of the 
press And people of Germany, and hopes are indulged that the i;econstructiou 
«f the Statee on the basis of the total and ^nal aboution of slavery wUl be suo* 
t^ffully carried ont. Public sentiment here is strongly in favor of seeing the 
riglii of' j-uftni^e conceded to the colored population of the rebellious States. 

The demand for United States bonds is Ptill very active, so much so thnt at 
tl»>« time tb4'y are from 2 to 3 per cent, higher than iu New York. They aio 
^BolBd to-day at 77* a 774. 

I am, air, yovr obedient senrant, 

N. B. JUDD. 

Hon. William 11. Skward, 

Secretary of iSiate, Washington: " , 
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Mr, Seward to Mr. JVrigkL 

No. 2.] Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 

Watkmgtoih My 18, 1865. 

Sir: Infomntion lias been received at this department, from the United 
States cnnsnl at Bromen, of thv ^thipinent from that port to the United IStatfs 
of two sentenced criminals from Pru??ia. I enclose a transcript of the consul'd 
despatch upon the enhject, from which it appears that the convicts referred to 
weTsent to Bremerhafen by the local aath^ides at Wandersleben, io Pftssia. 
under the escort of a Prussian officer, hi order to be shi|iped to this country at 
the cost of the said local authorities. It further appears that one of the 
criminals has nlrendy sailed, and that the other, having committed a fresh 
offence at liremerhafen, has been sentenced to three months' impt isonment, at 
the expiration of whidi ho trill alio probably be sent to the United Stales, his 
passage thitlier having already been paid. 

You are reqnr ^tcd to make a representation of the above facts to the PruBeiiin. 
government, and to express the expectation that prompt measures will he 
taken to prevent a repetition of such unfriendly proceedings on the part of any 
of the local authorities of that government, ion will also state that the 
criminals referred to will, in case of their d^tocdon on airival here* be promptly 
retnmed to the port whence they departed. 

X am, sir, yonr obedient servant, * 

WILLIAM H. SEWAllD.. 

Joseph A. Wright, Esq., Sfc., Sfc., Berlin. 



COMSCLATS OP THE UHrTBO StATBS OP AMERICA, AT THB 

FllEE HaNjJEATIC city of Bremen, Bremen, June 21, ISRS. 

Sir : With reference to my despatch No. I have to inforra you of a new case of ship- 
ment of criminals to the United States. In this ease the culpability of the local nntboritios 

ID Pnifigia bu8 been fully proved in a Bremen court, uml ri'flHinatiotis, if yon d. cui tbi in 
necessary, can be based upon punitive facts. It anpears truui the proceedings in the Bremeu 
assizes, of June 15, that in the first days of iMtek two criDiiDais from Proaaia, named 
Ernest Roodifrcr and Krnmholz, both incorrigible criminals, and already nmny times sentenced 
for larceny to the penitentiary, have been sent by the local anthorities oi' Wanderslehen, 
Pnissia, to Bremerhafen, cs( orted by a pabiic ofbt er, in order to be shipped to the United 
StHtes at the cost of tlie above local anthorities. Kumholz sailed with the Breuu n ship 
Luuru, but Koediger comiiulled another larceny at Bremerhafen, and was seuteuced to iliree 
months' imprisounicnt, after the expiration of w hich ho w ill probably be sent to the United 
Statw, as his passage is already paid. I subjoin the full evidence in the reports of t^vo 
dHferent newspapt^rs for farther use. I rannot believe that these local authorities are actiu|^ 
without tlie consent of their government; and even if tlu-y do, a diplomatic reclamation 
liom our government would probably put a stop to this daily increasing mal-piautice. 
I am, sir, yonr obediant tnvuAt 

HENBT BOKRXSTEIX. 

United Utatci CotuuL 



Mr, Judd to Mr, Seward, 
[Eslracts.] 

No. 116.] Unitbd Statbs Lbuatio.v, 

Berlim, Amgusf 9, 1865. 

Sir: Allow me earnestly to call your attention to tho qno.-»linn of the im 
prp^sment of ndopted citizens of iho United States into tin- arrnies of Pru.-^i^ia 
uud otiier German states. It is now assumine such importance, by reason of 
the nnmbora retoroiog Io Genmtny, that I would xespeetAiUj suggest that the 
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reBtrictkHU placed upon this legation io your despatehep, and partieiilaHj in 
those numbered 29, 49, and 92, should be removed, and liberty given to the * 

representative here to exercise his diVorofion in the casop a? they arise. 

With tlie closing of our civil war, the reasons for llie prohibitiouH contained 
iu those despatches have ceased. Citizens of the United States, Germans by , 
birth, who have boldly followed the flag of the Union for the last three years 
and more, are now retnmiog to visit their relatives, and they are threatened 
with comjiulsory military service hore. And this will apply to many who have 
ac<jijin'd the ri-^lit of citizenship in accordance with the act of Congress con- 
ferring such riglit for actual service iu our army. Every steamer brings more 
or less of these yonng men to the land of their nativity. • • * * 

I snppoae that the government of the United States mtends to protect its 
citizens. It surely should do so, and not permit this state of things to con- 
tinue, even if extreme measures should have to be resorted to. If this is not 
to be done, good faith to our adopted citizens, at least, requires that they bo 
notified that they are not to be or eannot he protected when they return to 
Gennany, and that the ehdms for the free right of expatriation, which we have 
always made on foreign goveniments, should cease. I hold there is no occasion 
for the latter course, and that a positive and earnest demand for the adjustment ' 
of the question would be successful. Hiding from the military authorities of 
Prossia aod other German stittes, by a man who has worn our uniform duriug 
the last four years' straggle, is not the eonrse a citisen of the United States 
shonld be reqoired to*take, and is not in accordance with the prestige of onr 
nation. **•♦♦» 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

N. B. JUDD. 

Hon. WiLLiAJi H. Sbwabd, 

Secretary State, 



Mr. Wright to Mr. Seward. 

[Extract.] g 

No. l.J Umtbd States Legatiom, 

Berliut Sepltmber 7, 1865. 

8in : In answer to the request of Mr. Jndd, the minister of foreign affiiin. 

Baron Von Bismarck replied the King would receive Mr. Jadd and myself in 
audience at Baden Baden on tht- iiixta.it at II o'clock a. m. The day pre- 
vi(;us I met the King with his brother, Prince Carl; they both jrreeted me 
widi words of compliment; his Majesty remarking in Engli.-h, "1 am most 
h 4 {iy to welcome yon again to Prussia.'* At the appointed hour Mr. Jndd 
and myself were presented by the minister of foreign affairs, (Mr. Judd prece- 
ding me.) The interview was brief. The King spoke highly complimentary 
of Mr. Judd't* cour-c af linlin, an 1 bade him an aft't ctionate adieu. His ^laj- 
esty said, among other things, he was rejoiced at the tcrminution of our war, 
ana the jirospect of the restoration of law and order. I had remarked on this 
sobject, that during the last four months we had discharged eight hundred 
thousand soldiers, and paid out more than two hundred millions of dollars ; yet, 
amid all thi.«', there was no perceptilde change in pocit ty exce}>t the labor of 
the ^ohlirr being transferred to his ordinary avocations of lite. I assured the 
King of the seuiiments of friendship and esteem entertained for bim and his 
sabieets bv the President, and the ardent desire of the President and people of 
the United States that the two nations might become more and more closely 
aniied in the Itond^ of friendship. To this hini Majesty warmly responded, 
most fuUy reciprocating the sentiment, and closed by saying to me personally, 
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^ I irost jour ftitnre midence at Berlin will be u happj and prodtictiTe of 
good feeling as the past." The day before this iaterriew with the King I was 

introduced to the minister of foreign afffiirs. In the courde of our convergation 
he alluded, with some feeling, to the ?iihjrot of military duty of Prussian citizens, 
• and to the position of the Prussian government. 1 hear every few days of cases 
of acrest throughout Prussia. Some of thesQ purchase their way out of the 
oonntiy | others leave in a manner not very creditable to an American. The 
consul general at Frankf rt (Mr. Mnrphy) writes me as follows: "I have 
before me four nrw cases in (Jassel and Nassau. Otip of the parties is too old 
to serve in tlie military; he has no money to procure a substitute or pay a fine, 
and he lies in jail now. He emigrated to America when he was seveu years 
old, and has lived there twenty-one years, and now Ibr the first time visits his old 
home." There is a great increase in the nnmber of our German adopted cid* 
zens returning this year, many of whom have been soldiers of our army. In 
this connexion the views of our government on this subject, as cxpn .>*sed from 
time to time, are well known to Prussia, and hence I have no doubt the subject 
is now attracting the attention of the Prussian government. I have no evi- . 
dence of any change in the police of the government. Yet I do believe 
good will result from a direct and firm issue on thi^i subject. Prussia de- 
sires our friendship and good will ; her ministers fully comprehend what is to 
be the condiiiou of things rct»ultiug from the past, present, and future emigra- 
tion to onr eonntrj. I am AOt mistaken in saying some of them are anxions to 
settle this vexed question. A despatch firom jrou at this boor may be inoad* 
culable l>enefit. 

I enclose copies of corrospondcnce with P. F. Von Rhcin, of San Francisco, 
California, on the subject of hi^ return to Prussia. I deem it my duty to call 
the attention of the government the probable demand for our agricultural 

S rod actions on this side of the Atlantic In some portions of the country the 
rought has entirely destroyed the grass crop, and farmers are shipping their 
, stock away or making hurried sale. Already there have been some heavy im- 
portatioQB of American rye into Hamburg at a good profit. I believe this is 
only the commencement of large importations firom our side to supply the wants 
%f many portions of the country on this side of the Atlantic. It should be 
known also that during the past year a considerable business was done in im* 
porting com to Hamburg, (called here the white horse tooth-corn,) for seed. 
They cut the plant green and use it for fodder, so that every year the demand 
for the seed is renewed, and constantly increased. 

Emigration to onr country is on the increase ; every berth on steam or sail* 
ing vessel from Hambuiig (and I hear the same b true of Bremen) is taken np 
to the last of October, and the compntiies are sending out extra vessels. 

We have some German paperii which are willing to publisli articles giving a 
correct condition of things at home. 1 shall nut tail to furnish such papers and 
ainphlets, or items sent*from the department or may come to my noticCi which 
are adapted* to the Gorman mind. **♦*♦« 
I have the honor to be» most respectfully, yotir obedient servant, 

JOSEPH A. WEIGHT. 

Hon. William U. Seward, 

Secretary (»f State, 



Mr. O, F. Von Rhein to Mr, WrighU 

San Frakctsco, July 18, 18G5. 

Sia : It is not nnlikely that circuin8tanc«<i will make it desirable for me to reside in Berlin 
for some lenfr»h of time, or it may bo iMTinanently. You wonld, thorofore, confer a ^roat 
fnvor if you will kindly reply ti» one or two nni>>ti<nis whu h T ;.iKc rlir liberty to ask. 

Yoojr amwer laiut in aoow measure decide wneiher I return to my native city or noL I am 

* 
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\f bffCh a Praarifln, mj fadier bftring 8«nr«d as captAin in the royal annj. I left Berlin 

»<>nif i\M h e years a^o. takij);r « irh mo a passport which entitled ino to remain nhruad for 
one je«r only. I renmiu< d in Mew Vnik, however, for over tive yearrt, whuu, having U-c-ome 
af agfa and u citizen of tha United Stutes, I retniniHl to Germany ou a visit to my mother, 
who residt.'d in Ficrlin. I remained hut two weekw, heintr, during tliat time, in hourly fear 
of being fUTf .Hied und forced to enter the army. With lae exception of these two weeks, I , 
have never been in Europe since my sixteenth jaar. The Question, tiien, to which I cravo 
Tonr reply, ih. can I. being an American citizen, pennanentiv reside in Berlin without dun* 
jrer of In inp forced to do duty in the Prussian army 1 In order that yonr honor may under- 
sinnd my cti^e fully, it may perhaps be well to a«ld that on my ictuni from my former visit 
to German/, feeliutf oomewbat aniioyad at being obliged to make mj stay in Berlin vvxj 
much shorter than I wonid have dona bad it not bean tot fear of the army, I addrawed • 
few lines to tin- Xew Toik Haratd, to wbi^, contrary to my azpectadons, tha editor atlacbad 
my full signature. 

1 do not now reeoOeet lha arael worda T need; Imt tbey w«n» about m lUloani; **To tba 

Editor of the New Vnrk ITcrriM. 8ir : I hui by hirth a I'nisaian ; by a<hipti<>n ii citi/< ii ef tlio 
United States. On u recent visit to Berlin, tiudiug myself in danger of being furceil into tho 
Prussian anny, I calWd on Ooyemor Wright, the American minister in Prussia, for protec- 
ti'ni. 'I'iiat p-ntienian, after exrimiiiing my passport, told mo that while Ire liad the wish and 
inclination, he lacked the power to protect me. Govenior Wright, thcefore, advised uie to 
leave Berlin aa aoon as possible. Such being the case, Mr. Editor, would it not ba batter to 
withhold a psis-^port from naturalized cltizt ns than to consign them to tba TOiy giaip of a 
tyrant, with no better protection than a worthless piece of paper 7" 

The apf>earance in the New York Iferald of a notice something like the above aronsed 
some little dim-ossion, through the public pross, by parties who were strangers to me person- 
ally, but felt interesti-d in the principle involved. It in, therefore, not impossible tnat tha 
fact that I have written and published a notice similar to the above may nave come to tho 
knowledge of the Prussian government : and if ao, can 1 be held responaible on the ground 
that I have formerly been a rraaeian subject T 

I am H nuirrit d man, liaving a wife (a native of New Orleans) and two young children, 
and, if I decide to reeide in Berlin any length of time, not being rich enough to live ou the 
interest of m j money, sball be obliged to do somethiug towards ue support of my family. I 
should either engage in some inerointile pursuit orestablishmysalfaa a teacher of languages; 
(1 Htieak French, English. iSpanish, and German.) 

The Kulyect is to me a very important one. I have for this reason been mora lengthy 
than 1 at first intended, at the risk even of trcfipa^Hing on your honor's pa'iencc. 

Be kind enough to address your reply to the undersigned at 6uu Fram iseo, California, 

Very reepeetAiUy, your bonor^ most obedient sarranty * 

O. i\ VoM SHEIN. 

ihe lion. UM1T£D STATES MINISTER to /Vm.vm/j. • 



JTr. Wrigki la Mr, Bin*, 

Bermn, Prussia, August 2R, 1865. 

Sir: Yours of the l^th of .July, dated San Francisco, is just at hand. I am not yet the 
accredited minister to Prusaia, but shall be in a short time. I hasten, however, to say. in 
reply to your note, that no ehaoga baa been effected on the subject of exitatriation and the 
rights of citiseuship between our govemnient and Prussia since vou called upon me in 
The snbfeet is now being agitated on account of the great nuniWr of Oennan soldiers from 
onr army an«l others returning to the land of their fathers. I will advise you if any chaofro 
occurs. Under all the circnmstancea you name, X cannot at present deem it advisable for 
you to change yonr laaldanoa. 
la hmk^ joora truly, 

J. A. WRIGHT. 

O. F. Yob BHSnr, 106 Mmgom&nf street, San fVwaetSM. 



Mr, Wright to Mr, Seward, 
[Extract.] 

Ko. 6.] Umted State.s Lk<} atio.\, 

Berlin, Ortober 25, 18Go. 

8lB: Immediately on the receipt of the newa of Lord Palmeratoira death, I 
ctBad upon Lord Napier, the Eoglisb ambasMidor ai this eoart> and ezpremed 
tokfaa mj prpfomid aympathy and regmt, in which mjr wmtrj wonld join, at 

a 
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die hn his governineBt had sustained in the death of the first oiBoer of the 

country. His lordship responded with much feeling to my expression of sym« 
pathy, and desired rae to convey to my p^overnment his unfei^ed thanks for 
this mark of respect and sympathy, aud he desired at the same time to be espe- 
cially remembered to you. 

I fbrward with this despatch the reply of Baron ThUe, the acting minister of 
foreign affairs, to the application of Jacob Carl Breiger, who desireB to return to 
Prussia with a view of settling bis family affairs. The case was roported by 
Mr. Judd, December 27, 1S64, in despatch No. 79. This reply of the minister 
is certainly without any precedent. The idea of a child 13 years of age being 
cha^^ of hating left his country with a view of avoiding military duty seema 
to me most absura* After making this statement, as connected with the finding 
of the court Mt Newstadt, he says : " I'nder the peculiar circumstances of the 
case, the government will permit the said Breiger a short atny in Prussia, upon 
the conditiou that he submits to the judgment, by the payment of the money or 
imprisonment for one month;" and then adds, most generously, "Mr. Breiger 
must pay the cost." This language appll* d to a young man who left this 
country when a child with his brother, having committed no offence, upon 
whom no liability had accrued of any kind, and who is now only asking per- 
mission to return to adjust and settle his family matters with a government 
which have, by solemn treaty with us in 18S8, stipulated and agreed, among other 
things, that " the inhabitants shall he at liberty to sojourn and reside in all parts 
of said territories, in order to attend to their affairs," &c. Having written bo 
much on this subject, 1 do not propose to take your valuable time with a repe- 
tition of my views, but would most respectfully refer you to my despatches Nos. 
60 and 56* as also No. 13, with tiie accompanying doenmeDta connected with - 
the case of Eugene Dnllye. 

The Minister Baron von Bismarck is not expected to return for some days. 
I am most anxious to sec him before replying to your despatch No. 4. I will, 
. however, say we have everything to gain and nothing to lose by taking a de- 
cided and firm stand on this subject; not by attempting to enforce our views 
by threats, nor by the way of menace, but by argument. The condition of things 
in Prussia at this time is most fiivorable for as. AU is not quiet and secure. 
Much dissatisfaction exists in many portions of the country. Great discontent is to 
be found among the working classes, not only on account of the question of wages, 
but on political questions. The agitation is greatest iu the Uhenish provinces. 
The questions connected with Schleswig-Uolstein and Lauenburg provinces 
• are not settled. Prussia has a popular legislature, called the Landtag, elected 
by the people, who are at variance with the King, and have been for years. 
Taxes are le\ icd and collected for the payment of the array without appropria- 
tions made by law, alihou^lt she luis a written aud liberal constitution. Large 
bodies of her leading men have been prohibited from meetmg together to dis- 
cuss politicid questions. 

At this time our commerce and trade with Prussia is very great. We pur- ^ 
chase five times the amount of Prussia that she does of us. The emigrratiou is 
constanily increasiug, consequently the communication aud correspondence are 
daily becoming more frequent by the cheap and weekly steamers by the way of 
Bremen and Hamburg. 

There have been at least five hundred American citizens in Prussia the present 
Year, liable to perform military duty according to tlieir laws and regulations. 
They do not succeed in placing in the army one in a hundred. 1 believe the 
arrest of any American citiisen by Prussia, which necessarily become the su1>- 
ject of discussion in the papers, with the consequent agitation that follows, is 
productive of great evil to Prussia. All these things are beginning to be fully 
understood by the Prussian cabinet ; they will not let the snl>j< ct lie over from 
year to year, becoming, as it must, more aud more complicated aud formidable. 
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Bot the initiative elmuM come from Pnttsia. In my opinion it will come if we 

take our position itii finnnrs^, for tlioy desire the conlinnance of our good will 
and friendship. IVussia acknowledge-^ thf rij^ht of men to exjtatriate them!*elve9, 
an slie it) couatantlv admitting citizeus of other cnuutrics to become citizens of 
Fnueia; aeknowledging thereby she is opposed to the doctrine of perpetual 
sllegiance, and thus favoring the right of men everywhere to form new political 
associationi'. * ♦ * * » 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant. 

JOSEPH A. WKiGHT. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State, 



[TranaUtion.] 

l^r.RLiX, October 21, 18G5. 

In replv to the memorandum of the 4th of April last, tlie under»i(^ed has the honor to in- 
fonn Mr. w'tipht, envov extraordinary and minister pleniimtentirtry, that the formtr Pnissian 
eubjwt, now citizen ot the L'uit< il Slates, Jiirni) Cur! UrciptT, who desires to ri'tiini tem- 
porsrity to Fmasia on account of faniiljr matters, was condemned to a month's imprisonment 
or a fine of flftj R. (tifty thuleri^ by the circuit oouft of the district of Newstadt, on the 10th 
t>f" Ft'liru irv, K>H, for havinfj left the country with tlie intention of nvoi'lincr the |K rtbrinance 
of military service, in consideratiun of the peculiar circunistance^i of the case, the govern* 
ment will permit the said Brei^rer a short stay in Prussia, upon the ooodidon th^ be sabmits 
to the judgment wliich wils pa-<>f"l )1)m>m him, and he pajTS besides tho OOSlS. It in in thtf 
Ben»e that the aiitliui itius have been iii»truct«d to act. 

The nudersi(riied takes thts occasion to renew to Mr, Wright the aMoraaoes of his most 
disttngnished consideration. 

Th« minister for foreign affildrsi by authority, 

THILE. 

Mr. Wriort, Sft,t Sfc,, 4r«* 



Mr, Wright to Mr, Seward, 

No. 7.] United Statks Leoatiox, 

Berlin, Korcmber 8, 1865. 

Sir : I forward with tlii^ despatch the reply of Baron Thile, acting minister 
of the Prui*i*iHn goveninif nt, to your despatch. No. 2, dated July 18, 1865, 
wliich ret'erd to tlm Bending by tlie authorities of Erfurl two condemned crimi- 
nals from Pmssia to the United States. The answer of the minister evades the • 
main qi;* .•<ti<Mi, by attempting to show it was the act of individual citiaens, and 
not of the i'mtJi^ijin aufliui iticr*. 1 quot(> hidhinguage: "This request, according 
to txipitinp laws, coukl not be refused, and, in consc fjuence, tltc anthorilies at 
Erfurt gave tlicm permission to emigrate." Thia is the very act of which we 
complain. They were condemned criminals. They conld not leave Pmssia 
without the comment of the legal authorities. This consent was given, and from 
tliia reply of the minister of his Majesty's government there is to be found no 
condemnation of the act of the public aufhf>rities at Krfurt, but a dit<tiuct ap- 
proval. If such it} the exititing lawci> of Prusi^ia, they should bo repealed at 
once. The answer of the miniater, to use his own language, may present tiiis 
case in its true light, but I cannot believe it will be satisfactory to the govern- 
ment of the United States. If so, this will form a precedent for sending to our 
conntry the condemned critninal.-^ of other countries wlienever philanthropic in- 
dividuala can be fouud to iaij>e the necessary means tor the accompliisliuit iit of 
this purpose. I do not believe the miiiister for foreign affairs, Baron vuu Bia- 
ntru» woold have made such a reply. I shall know in a few days. 

The viewa of the President in reference to the protection of our adopted dti- 
SCBS, if expressed in Ills annual message, will do much good. No document 
6 D a * * 
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from onr conntry is so gt norally pablishetl and read by the Germans as tlm 

irifssajro of flic Pn Hiflcut. In this way the (Jermfin poopln can be made to un- 
(lei\<t.u)(l our views ou ihus subject. I do truat it will be alluded to iu the forth- 
coming mcstiage. 
I have the honor to be, most recruecUuUy, your obedient servant. 

JOSEPH A. WRIGHT. 

Hod. Willi am 1 1 . S v. ward, 

tStcrHary of ikate. 



[Trauslution. 3 * 

BeRLfV, Notemter 1, 1B65. 

TIio I r (Ration of the I'nitt i! Sfatcs cif Anu'rica, in a noto tlutt'd IDth of AiifrtHt last, com- 

f laiiis that two condomin-d eriiiiiiiul-i. (Ji o --i S';n.in KruinMjolz and Kiust lu tl. i :ck 
lodl^aT, from Wandi'r.sU'ltfU, province ol Luuit, iuid hvvn forunvdid by a (ilfuuitr to 
AiiKTioa, nnder tin- cKudiict and costs of the local authoritii-H. Tlio undersifjufd lias the 
huuor to lul'orm Mr. Wrijfht. envoy extniordimiTy and mini.Htfr ph nijMttt ntiary of ibc United 
States of America, in rc|)ly to this note, tbat, from the inqnirit's which have been made con- 
cerning this affair, the romplaint .srfiiiB to n-st nj)on fintnious suppositions. Krumbholz and 
Bddiger, who are iu truth coudemut.^ subjects,, bad expred«cd the dobire to soek in Ann rica 
a new home, thlnkinj^ a continned existence \n Wnndorsltj^en donbtfni. To put this jdau 
into excriitiiiii. a inaiiufHi Mti. r, Lilit iitliul, livinir in thf vicitiitv. animated by philanthropic 
seutiiiieuts, hud given a considerablu buui, and the citizens of Wuuderslebeu had furnished 
an e({ual amount for this) purpose. These two individoala ask now, in order to accomplish 
this purpose, their lilieiatinn as IVnssian subjects. This rrcjutst, iifiKrdiiij:: to exis)iii<; hiw.-*, 
could not be refused, and, in cnti^mm inL-, tiie anthoritlts of ihc province »»t Lifurt pavf theiu 
permission to emi^rntt-. Only, in order to set- that the mooey given by Lilienthtil and the 
citizens of Wanil< r>li l)( ii s!:nuM lu« employed for tin- purpose pmpcsi-d, a uieinli*'! uf tbe 
local aiithorilies ot' Waudeisicbeu accouipauied the two individuals a« far as iirenierhuteu. 
Thia conduct was not in the cluiracter of i>olice : it took place only iu the peettliar and private 
interest of Lilientlml and the citi'/cns of Wauderslebcn, who, in a very generous mjumer, 
had offered to these two emlprrants the means of sei-kint; a new existence. 

In asking Mr. Wright to make tlii> ail'alr known to the government of the United States, 
the uudersiguod has uu doulit but that this explauatiou of the cose will he sufficient to make 
tbe affair iqipear in its true light. 

The uudeni|pied takes this occasion to renew the assurance of his most distinguished con- 
sideration. 

The minister for fordgn affairs, by authority, 

THILE. 

Mr. WruuiiT, Ssc^ ^c, ^c. 



Mr, Wright to Mr, Seward. 

No. 8.J Unitfih Statfs LROATrox, 

Bt rh/i, Novetnlnr ]s<i.'>. 

Sir : I have had an jntrresting conversation with Count Bismarck, iniiiiistcr 
of foreign affairs. My ouinion is, he will in a few days modify and change tho 
views as expressed in Baron Thile's communication, forwarded to you by my 
la8t de.-^patcb, iu reference to the two Fientoticod crimioa)8 designed to be sent to 
tbe United States by tho authoritiei* at Erfurt. 

The miuister'a attention was culled to the case of Jacob Carl Breig<'r. It 
was evident he had no knowledge of this case, it being acted upon during bia 
abM^nce. This brought up the whole subject of Prussian laws as connected 
with military service, and the difficulties in the way of adjusting; the same with 
the United StJite.-^. Iff said it would be ahno.»Jt imposs^ible to chanp* by lej^isla- 
tion tbe Prussian laws, in view of the prejudice among the Gerinaii pea.><aiit8, 
that, as all Prussians are subject to military duty, tbe returning adopted citizens 
would be exempt. After some oonveFsation, during which the count exhibited 
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Ibe moet earaest derive to adjast the whole rahject — admitting it was becoming; 
more formidable and eomplicated emj year, as tho nombers returning from tlie 
United Sfaf' ^ wore increasinsr — be nsrrccd with mc that not one m fifrv 
liable utuli r tlie l^ll.-ei;lu law?* were brought into the army, and, to use his own 
language, " There wad no desire on the part of bia Majesty 'e governmeut to 
arrest any American eitisen retnming to his native land on bnshiess i bnt when 
a case was presented to the government by the police authorities* giving the 
name, place of birth, ap^c, &^c., the law was imperative, and the government 
compelb'd to act." Hi- remarked, " The subject could only be a*li!l^ted by 
eome treaty arrangement with the United ^^tateJi; at least, in bia opinion, ibis 
wonld be the proper way to commence its adjustment, and, if it iKub successful, 
no doubt the principles agreed upon would be cairied out bj the legieUtiTe 
authorities of both countries." 

My anxiety was to hear bis plan for the scttlemrnt of thi? vexed question in 
detail. It was substantially this: '* Exemption to all l'in.-*.-^ian subjeet^* retura- 
ing to their native laud who had lei't before their seventeenth year, and ex- 
emption also to all other persons who were not in the army or notified to enter 
at the time of leaving, aim who shall liave been out of the country for ten years." 

Allusion was tln-n made to the ditlicuUy in arresting and bringing to tri ll 
perrion.s charged with criruiiial oflTinicc.'^ in citlur of the t»vo countries ui;d«'r flie 
present extradition laws. While on thid subject, be remarked the progrc-^s u 
the commercial world since the date of our treaty, in 1828, showed the propriety 
of some addiUonal guards and restiielious of a summary character, whereby a 
more prompt enfMrcement of the criminal laws may be had, and he h(»['i d tbei-e 
would be some inoditication of ilu- extradition laws between the two countries. 

I left Count liitimarck with the understauding that be would commanicate with 
Baron Oerolt on this subject, and the military authorities of his Majesty '15 govern* 
ment in Prussia. If they should concur iu his views, he would then, through 
this legation, communicate to the United States government bis views upon the 
propri« ty of miking some changes in our ]>r(-ii iit laws on the subject of sur- 
rendering criminals; expecting the government of the United States, if receiving 
the same favorably, would reply with au allusion to the military law of I'ru^sia, 
asking for some modification of the existing law by which the settlement of this 
question might at least be entered upon, and which, he trusted, wonld result in 
its «iatir»fictory adjustment. I heard all; gave no assent to his proi)os,ils, bnt 
remarked. I would communicate the same to liie government of the United States, 
believing they would be favorably received. 1 believe Count Jiismurck id in 
earnest and desires the settlement of this question. He promises to look into the 
case of Mr. Breiger, and I am more confirmed in my opinion that if this subject 
is reft rred t/) in the forthcoming message of the President* it will accelerate the 
aettb'ment of this question. 

The Tarid corre^spondent of the Czas, a Polish paper published at Cracow, 
who derives his Mexican intelligence from the Polish generab and colonels in 
the service of the emperor Maximilian, and whose trustworthiness has been 
repeatedly tested by gentlemen in whom I place implicit confidence, states that 
the Fp'nch governmevil h ive opened negotiations with the imperial government 
of Mexico ou the subject of the withdrawal of tho Ureiicb troops from Mexico 
within one or two years. Tho emperor Maximilian (the correspondent adds) 
is very unwilling to accede to the proposal, but the French Emperor insists 
upon his assent, giving him, however, to understand, if, at the time of the con* 
terni>1ated witlidrawal of tho troop-i, the slate of things in Aineriea and Europe 
thould render it proper tor Francr- t ) leave her troops in Mexico, arrangements 
w ill be ao modilied as to euii the then existing state uf things. In the opinion 
of the same writer, this arrangement will be perfected in time for Napoleon to 
annoance this fact at the opening of the next French Chambers, and it is in- 
Ceaded to pacify the United States, on the one hand* leaving Napoleon» on the other, 
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ftill liberty for the fotare. A few weeks will tc?t tJie troth of tLis wriicr'i? pre- 
diction. I should Bay manj of the diplomats at this court place iiill confidence 

in hid Ptntcnipntf. 

1 have the houor to be, most rctfuectfuUv, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH A. WRIGHT. 

&on. WiLUAM H. Bbwasd, 

Secretary State* 

f 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Wright. * 

Ko. 13.J Department of Statr, 

^Vushington, November 30, 18G5. 

Sir : Your despatch of Xorember 15, No. 8, has been received. I shall be 
glad to hear that the Pmssian government has reconsidered the decision which 

was announced here by B.iion Von Gorolt, in the ca!*e of the convicts exported 
to the United Statfj*. Direction? have been given in that case to refuse the 
convict.-* n landing, and to canse them to be if turn( d to Fruffia. The expense, 
if any, which may attend that proceeding, we think will be a fair ground of 
claim against the Pmssian goTemment. 

You will read this despaleli to Count Bismarck, and leare a copy with him if 
ho shall desire it. It is the President's wish that it may be understood as a 
respectful protest against any future proceedinirr' by which the Prussian govern- 
ment might direct or consent to the transportation of convicted criminals to the 
United States. 

I am, sir, your ohedient serrantf 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

JosBPH A. Wbioht, £sq.» 4fc., dfCt Berlin, 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Wright* 

Xo. 15.] Dbpabtmbnt of Statb, 

WtuhingtoMf December 3, 1865. 

Sir : Beenrring to your despatch No. 8, which has already been acknowledgedr 

I have now the honor to give you the President's views in regard to the pro- 
c^oflin^^js in Prussia, by m liich natives of l*rnssia who liave voluntarily exchanged 
allegiance from that government for the rights and privileges of citizt^ns of the 
United States, and have been duly naturalized aa such, arc nevertheless arrested 
and held liable to perform military service on occasions of their transient visits 
to their native country. The question involved in these proceedings is an old 
one, and was a snliject of elaborate di.><cn8sion between the two countries before 
the occurrence of our late civil war. Considerations of ea^e and policy prevailed 
with this department to allow the subject to rest during the continuance of the 
war. We became even less aturioiis npon the subject when it yrsB seen that 
worthless naturalised citizens fied before the requirement of military service hy 
their adopted govemnient here, and not only took refuge from such serviee in 
their native land, but impertinently demanded that the United JStiUes should in- 
terpose to procure their exemption from military service exacted here. Those 
circumstances, however, have passed away, and the question presents itself in Its 
original form. The United States have accepted and established a government 
upon the principle of tbe rights of men who have committed no crime to choose 
the Starr- in which they will live, and to incorporate themselves as members of 
that state, and to enjoy henceforth its privileges and beneiits, among which is 
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inclndt'd proteetion. This principle is recommended by fJt ntiments of liumauitj 
and abstract jotftice. It is a principle which we cannot waive. It is not bclitrved 
that the military serriee wudi can be proenred hy any forci^ Btate in deniAl 
of tbiB principle ean he important or even useful to that state. The President 
de«ire3 tliat you will present the eubjcct to the seriotis consideration of fnuiit 
Bismarck. lu doing bo, you will assure the minister for foreign affairs that we 
arc animated hy sentimootd of eincere friendship and good will to Pru^^ia, and 
that, tliefefore» we eball be reidjr to ceeeiTe and eonsider with candor any opinions 
upon the ra^eefc ibat the Praaaian gOTemment may think proper to eommuni- 
cate. 

You will also apsurc Count Bismarck that any suj^ge^tions that he may think 
proper to make relative to the exlradiliou laws of the two couutrieiB will n ceive 
juit and IHendly attention. 

I aaa* sir, toot obedient aerrant* 

WILLIAM H. S£WAfiD. 

JoSBPH A. Wbusut, 4fc., BerltM. 

■ 

t 
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BELGIUM. 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Sanforet. 

No, 150.] DKi'AKT.MK.M OF S l ATR, • 

WasJiiiigtun, Ortohcr 15, 1SG4. 

Sir : I call jour attcutiou to the cnciodcd copy of a despatch from Mr. M. 
A. Jackson, United States consnl at Haliikx* and of an extnM^ firom a late 

Charlestou paper by which it was accompanied, in rcpranl to the propoi^t'il b.iild- 
ini^ in England of a number ot" fast sail in tstcamers for the purpoj<e of running 
tlif blockade of Wilmington with troops from Poland to the number of thirty 
thousand. 

You will exercise your nsoal Tigiknee towaide thwarting the Beheme referred 
to. 

I am^ BIT, Tonr obedient serrant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

He.xrv S. San ford, 4pc., Sfc, Brussels. 

(Fmi ( iirlosiiroR ecc despatch No. 1130 to Mr. Adams, Diplomatic Corres- 
poudeuce ibG4, Part 2.) 



Mr. Seward to Mr. tianturd. 

No. lou ] DBFARTMB.NT 07 StaTB, 

Wduhingtoih Iheemher 21, 1864. 

Sir: Yonr despatch of November S5, No. 229, has been received, mid I 
thank you very sincr-rely for the full account it gives of newspaper opinion iu 
Europe concerning the j)robuble iuHuence of tlie recent presidential election. 1 
regret with you that lijurope does not see Americau facts uiore cU arly, aud 
reason npon them more wisely. I can well believe that a newspaper in Enrope 
whicli shoold speak in the name and with the authority of the governmeut 
wuuM in many respects be useful. But, on the other hand, I remain of the 
opinion I have heretofore expressed to you, that there is no neea that the United 
States should compromise their just dignity by employing other than the cus- 
tomaiy diplomatic defenders in any part of the world. The rebels naturally sub* 
sidize presses in Europe, for they seek favor and aid there. We stand or fall 
not by means of foreign love or hate, but exclusively by reason of our own 
physical and roor il strength. We wish only good to all Europe. We get in 
return for this benevolence mingled love and lute. Tliis resulta from the na- 
ture of our institutions, and our unusually elevated aspirations. Let us be con- 
tent with this Bitoatton. We shall thus g6t throu^ our troubles all the sooner, 
and be all the safer when they are passed. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SKWAKD. 

IlE.NRy S. Sanpord, Esq., «^x-., ^c, Brussels. 
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Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward. 

No. 234.] Lkuation of thk Umtku States, 

BrusxiU, December 29, 18G4. 

Sir: The message of the Presideat has beea widely republished here, and 
hn% confirmed and deepened the profound impression produced bj die elections. 
Its compactness has also contributed to assure it a more general circulation tbali 

hh^ been U3n;illy privon to t^uoli documontH. 

Itr> tin yic'ldinp; position wiih n-^ard to slav^ ry !inj< dt-.-'troyod effcclually the 
only remaining argument ot our enemies, which had much iuHuence on the pop- 
nlarmind abroad-— that slaverj bad nothing to do with the war, and would be 
protected even if the south would not yield. 

The iinpri'-jsion on all FidcH. far iu* 1 can observe, is, that the rebellion is 
approaching its end, and tliat the cauf^e of the Union niunt triumjdi. 

It would have been of great utility \i there had been t^eut abroad, at the same 
time with the memage, copies of the departmental reports. They excite a good 
deal of inter^t»are much sought after, and could hare been very effectually em- 
ployed among public xsvfSSk and tlie organs of public opinion before they came 
ema-cMlat^ tl in substance and spirit, tliroii;,''!! the medium of a liostile press. 

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Srward, 

Secretary of State, ige , Sfc., 8fc. 



Jfr. Seward lo Mr. Sanford. 

Ko. laS.] Dbpart.mrn'T of Statk, 

}V^us/angfffN, January 16, ISOo. 

Sir; Yonr despatch of the 29th of December has been received. 

We learn with pleasure that on the continent the President's meesage gen- 
erally accepted as proving the confidence of the people of the United 8(ate« in 
their ability to overcome the lesistance of slavery, and to preserve their national 
Union. 

The military and political incidents which have occurred since the mesr^age 
was transmitted to Congress tend to confirm the &vorabIe impression which has 
thus been made. 

I am, sir, your obedient servantt * 

WILLIAM U. SEWARD. 

Ue.vhv S. Sanford, Sfc., Sfc., Brussch. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Sanford. 

No. ioO.] Departmknt of State, 

Waghingfon, January 20, 1865 

Sib : I have received a despatch from Mr. Orawford, United States consul at 
Antwerp, coniniiuiieating a congratulatory address to the President from the 

** Fn e Speech t?ociety," on the occasion of htd late re-election. The interesting 
pi|i« r has [>ct T\ pubnnttcd to the President, wlio desir- < tliat you will make nn 
acknowledgment of its receipt. In doing t?o you will titate that »*o fur as the 
•entimeots expressed by the society are personal, tbey are accepted by the 
Pkesident with a sincere and anxious deshre that he may be able to prove him- 
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self not unworthy of the confidence which haa been recently extended to him 
by hit) f ( llou- ciiizenc, and by so many of the fHenda of hnnumi^ and progreaa 
througbout the world. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM U. SEWAKD. 

IIbnsy S. 8a.\fosu, Ee^., iyc., Bnusels, 



Mr, San/ord to Mr* Seward* 

No. 236.] Lbgation of thb U.vitbd Statbs, 

BruueUt February \, 1865. 

Sir : M. de Balan delivered his letter of credence to the King aa envoy ex- 
traordinary and ininii^ter plenipotentiary of I'ruFtiia near tin's court, on the 25tli 
ultimo; Pnnce d<> Kcu^-", who hud been previouflly designated for this poatt 
having been appointed to Munich. 

I have had the honor to receive in due coorBe yonr de«>patcheB Noa. 154 to 
158 inclusive. 

I have the honor to be, with great respectt yonr most ohedient Berv.mt, 

11. S. SANFURD. 

P. S. — Another deUichment of the Belgo-Mexican legion, and, I believe, the 
la^t. n\md)( riii<; about two hundred meu, sailed for YeraCrua, via Saint Nazaire» 
on ibe 14th ultimo. 

H. S. S. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of ScatOt ife„ 4^*t 4^* 



Mr, Sanford to Mr, Seward, 

No. 237.] Lboation of thb Umtbo Statbs, 

Brunei s, February 2, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith, from the Monitcur, tabular state- 
nu lit- prt'jt.nt d at tiir dr partnii nt of finanro. showing the movement of trade 
and commerce of Btdgium with foreign couutrit's for the year 1SG4. 

By reference to these it will be s^en that the augmentation of imports and 
exj)ortj» over the year 1863 is ten per cent, and nine per cent respectively. 

The importations of wool, linen, hides, and woollen fabrics ha^e been in round 
numbrrn t • the amount of four and a half, three, one, and one million of dol- 
lars, rt's*|)ectivtdy, over the importation of 18G3. The imports of grain, salt 
meatft, &;c., and cotton have diminitfhed respectively by three, one and a 
quarter, and half a million dollars. 

The augmentation of cxporti^ are on manufactures of lino.i, woollen, and iron, 
and on coal ; and the diminutions iaXL principally on rebued sugars, batter, and 
fire-arms. 

I't'tioleum haa become the most important article among our exports to 
Belgium; the importation from all countries the pa^t y* ar, according to these 

tables, amounts to about six millions of dollars, of which it in fair tb presume 

that over five-si xtli" in of American origin. I learn from another sottrce that • 
the importatiouH Iroui tiie United States of this article at Antwerp th(j poet 
year are about nine uiilliuus of gallons. 
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These tables give evidence of the steady growth in wealth and prosperity of 
thiB country. 

1 have the honor to be» with great respectt yoor most obedient nervnut, 

H. S. SANFOHD. 

Hun. William II. Seward, 

Secretary of StaU, 8[e., Sfv., S(c. 



Jfr. Sanford to Mr. Seward. 

No. 239.] Legation ok tub Unitbd Statbs, 

Brusseli, February 6, 1865. 

Sib : I have the honor to transmit herewith, firom the Monitear, the reports 

of an interesting debate in the House of Representatives Qpon the war budget. 
The general di^cn^^siion of that appropriation bill, commoncing on tbo lOtli ulti- 
mo, closed on tlie 2Sth, the debate up to the vote ou the Ist being confined 
thereafiur to ibe articles iu detail. 

Free expression was civen therein to the different shades of opposition to 
the militarj system of Bdgium, whether in favor of abrogation of a standing 
army altogrtlier or of its reduction ; and on the other bund, in defence of this 
eysteni, which, upon a nominal army of 100,000 men, keepH up a peace e-itab- 
lidhmeot, io ruuud numbere, of 40,000 men under arms, and with a war budget 
of seven million dollars. 

Instead of an analysis of the debate, whieh would exceed the limits usually 
given to a despatch, I would refer you to the fjieeches of Mr. Hardy de Beau- 
lino and of Mr. Cooman?, the one opposed to standing armies, the other opposed 
to the present system ; and on the other side, to that of the minister of war, 
General Chazal, and of Mr. Vauoverloop. The very able speeches of the miu- 
ister of war, while showing a much more profound knowledge of military 
affiiirs in Belgium than in the United States* are an interesting expos^ and 
deff'nce of thf military system in ibis country. 

T\u' bill was pa9!«ed on the l.-ii by G4 to 27 votes and 9 abstentious, 10 of the 
liberal membeiu voting against it. 

I refer particularly to this debate as bebg probably a point of departure of 
a syi*teinatic opposition to the large military establishment <^ this country* 
and as likely to have an important bearing, unless political events come in 
meanwMh . to change the growing popular feeling on this subject on the next 
general ckction. 

I have the honor to be, with gi cat respect, your most obedient servant, 

H. 8. SANFOBD. 

Hon. WiixiAM H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State, 4(V., 4^., ^v* 



ifr. San/ord io Mr. Seward* 

Xo. 34 1. j Lboation op thb United Statrs, 

• Brussels. Fehruary '^O, 1 805. 

Sir ; I have had the honor to receive your despatch Xo. 150, and, in accord- 
ance with its instructions, have addressed a letter to the Free Speech Society, 
iu reply ' to its congiaiulatory letter to the Tresident upon his re-electiou, of 
which I enclose a copy herewith. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

H. S. SANFOBp. 

Hon. William H. Skward, 

Sccrtlary of StaiCt SfC., Sfc,, 
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Lkoatiok of Tin; T'siTKi) States. 

Dntsse.ls, February 15, {^(m. 

Gentlkmi n : Y(mr conp^atulaton- a«ldn-.-;s ot the iGth Novemlxi-r to the ProiiJent ou tlio 
orrnsiim of ) it<- re-e]{H!tioii, Aiidrorwardeil through the United States c<HuaI at Aotweri)^ 
bus ht'cu Miliniiticil to him. 

I am ♦k'sin-J by the Pn'sidcnt to acknowlodp-o its rppf jpt. and to hiiv to yon tlia*. in so 
far us tlx' s«'iitiin»'tit.s ('.X]»ri sscd liy tli'- .-oi-ii ty juv pi rsona!, tln-y n-.c a •«•' ;ifr<l liy liiin with 
a sincere and anxioiui dcsiro that he may be able to prove bitnsi-U' not aaworthjr of the 
confidence which has recently been extended to him hj hin fe1Ioir*citisens and by so many 
of the fricmls i t" Imnanity and pvopxens thn»u;rli"Ut tl)e wnilil. 

1 have tbo honor to be, firntlenieut your obuUiuut at^rvunt, 

H. a SANFOBD. 

To the Members op the Free Word Society, Antwerp. 



■ 

Mr, Sanjbrd to Mr* Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ho. 2iij.] Legation of the Umtfo States, 

Bruiteht March 13, 1865. 

8lR : I bad the bonor to enelose to yon in my despatch No. 314 the report 

of tlio dritntc in the House of Repreaentativos on recraitin^ in this country 
for tlif r>* l j:i)-Mexican legion, and the r<\-*uU, viz., a vote on Mr. Barn's motion 
tliat "flio IIou?e, in vicw.of tlic formal declaration that the frovornniput h-.is re- 
mained, and will coutitiue to remain, completely aloof {^et ranker) liom the fpr- 
matton of a corps destined to serve in Mexico, passes to tbe order of tbe day." 

On the 24th olthno tbe debate was again opened upon tbe subject, which is 
R thorn in tlie side of the government that the extremes of both parties 
appear to dcljcjlit in vcxinir. upon the report of thi» committee to whom were 
referred two peiitions toucliinu' the legality of tlie.>e enli.stments ; one of the 
petitions is by Mr. \'andenkeikliove, a lawyer here, being a pamphlet of consid- 
erable volume. Invoking on this subject the action of the laws, and more espe- 
cially the 92d article of the penal code, against recruiting in Belgium for foreign 
service. 

Five of tlio tnin'-torr* of tlie fjovernmi'tit took part in the di.scnssion, which 
wa.«i qnite animated, and which served to bring forward the fact of the personal 
sympathies in this enterprise of several of them, including the minister of 
foreign aflairs, while at the same time all insisted that the government had not, 
as fiicli, takr n any part in it. A request wn« made of the mini^ti r of war for 
the documents hearing upon the formation of this legion, and these appear m 
the ^Mouiteur of ye.Htorday. 

After a day's discussion, the report of the committee^ referring the petition to 

the minister of justice and of tbe interior, was adopted. 

** * ****** 

The lirst, under date of the 2')th of .Tuly, is a circular, Hign«'d in hidialf of 
the minister, addressed to tlu? generals commanding territorial divisions or 
army corps, "to give, without delay, to Lietitenant General Ghapelie, />ei»«20iMr«, 
all the facilities which he may ask for the accomplishment of tbe mission with • 
which be is charged." 

The second, undtT date of 3d Septemher. (the tiny after t^e vote before men- 
tioned,) is a circular to the same authorities, as follows: "The intervention of . 
the government, in accordance with the desire expressed by the House of Rep- 
resentatives, being to remain aloof from the said organization of a Mexican 
corps, I have to recall to you that you can execute no act which can engage tbe ' 
responsiliility of the government." 

These are accompanied by the royal decrees of 8lb October and 19th No- 
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Tcmber, 1864, and 10th February, lS6o, auiliorizing officers and soldiers " to 
aeire tempoTarily in the armies of hie Majesty the Emperor of Mexico," and 
emtinoe to them their Belgian nationality. 

Accordincj to tlie minister's Rfatement in the flouse, 875 authorizations were 
given to officers and soldiers to enlist ; and according to statements made in the 
coarse of the debate, it would seem that the whole number recruited in the 
BejjjgiKMexican legion waB from 1,200 to 1.500. 

Aerc have been difficnltiee, before referred to, growing out of the want of 
means and dissatisfaction of the soldiers, which have prevented the raising the 
2.0GO originally contcniplaud, and complaints of the soldiers from Mexico, and 
their par* nts here, whicn are now bi giuning to be heard, will probably make 
this a eore subject for some time to come. 

I have the honor to be» with great reepcci, your most obedient servant, 

H. S. SANFOm 

Hon. WiLi.TAM n. Seward, 

Secrttary of tSlale, S^., i(C.t !fc. 



Mr. tSatiJord to Mr, iSeward. 

Ko. 247.J Lbgation of tfh: I'mtei) Ptate>, 

Brussels, March 14, 18G5. 
: T have tlio lionor to enclose herewith, from flie Mnnitenr, tlie text for a 
convention rafititd by this government on the 14t}i Novrnilicr last, eiiti ivil into 
by Belgium, Baden, Denmark, Spain, Franco, llesse, Italy, the Netherlanda, 
Portugal, Prussia, Switzerland, ana Wnrtemberg, for ameliorating the condition 
of soldiers wounded in armies in campaign, and by which military ambulances 
and hospitals are, togetlu r with their attendants, recognized as nontrais. 

Thr- various provisions for mitigating, so far as is consistent with the rules of 
warfare, its rigors, will be read with interest. 

This convention, signed at Berne the 22d of August last, only appeared in 
the Monitcnr of 8th January, and was at the time mialidd, or it would have 
been forwardrd to yon more promptly. 

I have the honor to be, with ^eat respect, your most obedient servant, 

H. S. SANFOllD. 

Hod. William H. Sbwaro, 

Secretary iff State, Sfc^ 



Mr. Sanfurd to Mr. Stward. 
So. 248.] Lboation of the United States, 

Brussels, Marrh 16, 18G5. 

SfR : I have liiul the honor to receive your d(\<j)atch (unniualten d,) niulcrdate 
of Tth of February, relative to the peace conference near roiiresa Monroe. 

This dc-tpatch has sinee been published in the public press from documents 
commiuiieated to Congress, has had wide circulation, and attracted much atten- 
tion. 

8ri fir as ray observation extenrls, it seems to have made a most favorable 
iropn -sion, and to have come very opportunely iu aid to counteract a wide- 
fpread api*reheiiBi6n of ulterior foreign aggression on our part. 

The earnest endeavors of the agents of the insurgents abroad to convey the 
belief that the extrinsic policy referred to therein did not originate with or was 
fitvored bjr them, -seem to have failed. People are beginning to remember that 
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the aggressive spirit and language on oar side> which so freqncntljr excited ap- 
prehension abrMd before the rebellion, almost invariably emanated from 

Bouthem influencpp, and tlinl tlie moderation displayed by our provcrnmrnt, 
amid the trials wliicli have be^ct it for the past four years, are indications tiiat 
our future course will coutiuue to be er^ually juat and conservative. 

There exists stfll* however, a very general bnt diminishing feeling of distrust 
touching our foreign policy after the peace which all now anticipate. It is as- • 
ptimed that our great armies cannot safely be disbanded, and will require em- 
ployment, which popular scutimeut will favor in the direction of Canada or 
Mexico. 

My rc nly to the expression of these apprehensions is, that if oar past coarse 

towards loreign states is no guarantee to them for the future, our interests ore 
also opposed fo otiicr w;irH tlian in defence of our nationality ; that we have 
now all the territory tliat we cani well pncrn, and the sentimpnt of the country 
is opposed to further acquisitions ; and that our practical ueople, having learned 
now that war means debt, taxation, draft, and deranged trade and finances, 
will not he able to fiivor any ** extrinsie policy" likely to renew snch costly ex- 
pericnco. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

H. S. SANFOilD. 

Hon. William H. 6bward, 

Secretary cf Stattf 4^, Sfc*, fv. 



Jlfr. Sai^aiB^ to Mr, Seward, 

Ko. 250.] Lbgatio.n of tub Umtbo States, 

BnuteUt March 20, 1865. 
SiK : Importaot modifications have been lately made, and are likely hereaflter 
to be introdnced, hi various of onr departments of administration ; and these, as 
time and experience shall test than, will, doubtless, reqnure further changes and 
adapt a! ions. 

Il has occurred to me that niucii useful information in aid thereof might be 
procored abroad expeditiously and withoat expense to the government througli 
its pnUic agents m £nrope; especially in matt^ connected with the depart- 
mrnt of our finnitcos, wli« re a new revenue system has In ( n intioduet li, and 
where a knoAvK-d^io of tin- innchinery .'iikI wfu kings ot similar branches of ad- 
ministration in Europe would I e likely to be valuable. Their system of collec- 
tion of internal revenue, and of accountability of collectors and receivers in par- 
ticular, perfected by the 'expaienee of centnries of taxation, eoold not but be a 
profitable study fo uh. 

It would aflbrd me real plea.'^ure to furnish any facts on these subjects likely 
to be useful at home ; and I w ould suggest that the beet method to procure 
them would be by a aeries of questions on specific points where information is 
needed. 

I have at different times, looking forward to our future requirements in this 
field, made reports upon the systems and workings of different branches of ad- 
ministration abroad. In Ex. Doc. 68, 33d Congress, in the same volume with 
my report upon tho Penal Code of Europe, is an extended paper of mine upon 
the aoministrative changes introdnced in France by the reonblic and the 
empire. Hy despatches Nos. 68 and 177 (the former published in Diplomatic 
Correspondence of 1862) accompanied, respectively, reports upon the revenue 
system of this country, and the recruiting systems of this and other countries. 
I have also prepared for a congressional committee a paper upon the legislation 
of European states tonching bankmptcy, and for another a paper upon the mili- 
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tan' Pi-lioiil-f of tlii-^ country, and this expcriontf- linsi convinced me that much 
of the labor in preparing such docnments niiglit bi- saved if attention could be 
directed to the precbe points upon which informatiou id most needed. Hence 
the Buggeetiott whteb I have taken the liberty to make to 70a. 

We have now nearly passed the phase of war, and of soHeitnde touching the 
action or opinion of Europe with re.'^pect to it and its conseqacnt labor:*, and we 
arc abntif fntcrin'^ upon the important one of reorganization and consolidation ; 
and it f-ttms to me that our agents abroad could materially aid in laying and 
»trengtbeuiug the bases of the modified administrative system which the wants 
and coanges of the past four yean have rendered neceesarv. 

If I can be of asaistaoee in that work, the department oaa bni to command 
my service-;. 

I have the honor to be, with great rcdpcct, yoar most obedient servant. 

U. tS. SANFOKD. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Seerttary tf State, tfc., IjfC, 



Mr. Seward to Mr, SaHford* 

Ko. 165.] Dbpabtmbnt op State, 

Washwgton, March 25, ISG.'j. 

Sift : I enclose for your information a copy of a late inftruction addressed to 
Mr. Bigelow, and also to Messrs. Adams, Perry and Wood, relative to the 
pirate IStonewall, otherwise Olinde or Stoerkodder. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Hb.nry S. Sanfobd. ifc., S(c., Brussch. 

(For enclosure see despatch No. 1302 to Mr. Adams.) 



Mr, Seward to Mr, San/brd, 

Ko. 166.] Dbpartmrxt op Statk. 

Wax/fingtont Ajpril 4, 1865. 

Sir : Your dp?pafcli of tbo IGth of ^Farch, No. 24S, has been received. 

Tlx* politicians in Iluropc wiio anticipate aggre!<!*ive wars by the United 
SuitcB ad a consequence of the expected return of our domestic peace, reason 
rather from En|opean than American principles. We most insist on the free- 
dom i f rhe seas for our commerce and the safety of our border?* against extern 
nal vifdrncf These rights will doubtlcs- yi- lil'-d to n<», ultlinugh not with- 
out regret and possible reluctance, lieyond tliat ihere are iiu <[uestion8 which 
may not be salely and wisely left to the province of diplomacy. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

HB.NRy 8. SanroBOt 4^., Bmetett, 



Mr. F. W. Seward to Mr, San/ord. 

Ho. 167.] Dbpartmk.n r op Statr, 

Wa.fhIngtoM, April 8, 18G.5. 
Sir : Tour despatch of the 20th nf March, \o. ;>.'>0. has just been received. 
The subject to which it relates is au important one, aud the suggestions you have 
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offered are valuable. 1 have submitted the despatch for perusal to the Secretarjr 
of die Treasoiy. 

I am, sir. Tour obedientr serraiit, 

I F, W. SEAVARD, 

Acting Secretary* 

He.nry S. Sanford, Es^., Sfc., ^v.t Brussels. 



Mr, Sanford to Mr* Seward, 

No. 252.J Legation of thr Unitbd States, 

Brusiels, April 12, 1865. ' 

Sir : I transmit herewith from the MoDttenr the report of another debato 
which touk place in the House on the 4!h and otli instant, npou interpeilatunUf 

liy M. Deliict, a mombor of tlie opposition from Antwerp, toucliinj^ the organi- 
zation (»f tlie Belgo-Moxican corps of volunfcors for the .-ervicc of Mexico. 

2»io new facts of special moment were elicited during a discussiou marked hy 
considerable bitterness and violence of language. 

The following motion proposed by M. Goomans, of the opposition — "The 
House, regretting that the government has not remained completely aloof fVoru 
the Bfclgo-Mexican expedition, pat^ses to the order of the day" — was rejecLi d by 
27 to 44 votes. The motion of M. Bars, that "the llouse, in view of the ex- ' 
planations given by the government, persists in its decision of the 2d September, 
and passes to the order of the day," was adopted ; the portion of the liberal 
party opposed to the Mexican expedition being evidently unwilling to aid the 
opposition in weakening or overOirnwino^ the ministry. 

Tlie most notable event in connexion with this debate irf tliat it ayipears to 
have led to a duel between M. Delaet and the minister of war, iu which the lat- 
ter was slightly wonnded. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, yonr most obedient servant, 

H. S. SANIOED. 

Hon William II. Srward, 

Secretary of State, Sfc., S^. 



Mr. Sanjhrd to Mr. Svicird. 

No. 254. 1 Lbqatio.n of the Uxitfi) States, 

Brussels, Aj/nl 1865. 

Sir: I telegraphed you on the 23d insiant, via Qiiecnstowii, as follows : 
" Konitenr announces an indisposition, not without gravity, of the King." 
Testerday's bulletin at the palace states : "The Kinpr contracted in England 
R severe bronchitis; great prostration has followed; condition this morning more 

satisfactory." 

This morning's bulletin announces less proetration of Strength, but the 
cough was more frequout during the night." 

The bulletins since have stated that his condition has ameliorated, bnt he has 
been in a very critical state, and cannot yet be considered out of danger, llis 
natnral robust henltli has carried him through an attack which would have 
proved fatal to most men. 

I believe it is expected that the Duke de Brabant will reach Suez this week 
on his return from China. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

H. S. SANFORD. 

Hon. William If. Sf.ward, 

Secretary of State, ^v. 4fC., 



Digitized by Google 



DIPLOMATIC CO&R£SPOND£NC£. 



79 



Mr* San/brd to Mr, Seward* 

Ko. 255.] • Lroation of thb United Si ATii?, 

Brmxeh, April 24, 1865. 

Sir : TIiP news of tlie c iptiiro of RiVlmioml and rout of Leo is generally 
received la r*' as a certain indication of tli-' coIl/i ])■;(• of tlio rcln l!i(»n. 

A deputatiou coii»idtiug of the cluiirinan, M. l^icurd, otllc« is and other parti- 
dpants of a public meetino^ of Belgians beld in this city, preceded by mnsie 
and the flaprs of the Unitetl St'ates and lUlgiumand followed by a large procession 
with torchlight.^, came to this Inration ou the evening of the 22d to present an 
addre.-'t'i of congratulation upon tlii;* event. • 

I enclose a cmy of the address, and also of my reply (A) aud rough trausla- 
tions of each, (B and G.) 

In response to the serenade which followed, and the enthusiastic cheers 
of the immense crowd which had accompanied the deputatiou, I appeared at the 
balcony niirl thanked th- tn for their congratnIation;J. Although what I eaid 
would appear too in.-*ignitic int to bear re})eiition, I annex D, in accordance with 
geueral iustructious — verbatiui in traualatiou — the few words I said to the as- 
sembled multitude. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

H. S. SANFO&D. 

Hon. William II. Sbward, 

titer ctary of State, Sjfc. 4^., ^c. 



B. 

BiR: Deputed by a larc^e number of our fellow-citizens as»entbl«'cl in public meeting, wo 
come to ciai^^ratulute you upou the brilliant triuiupbii gained by tliu people of the llnitod 
States, and to evinoe at th« aanw time tha lively sjmpathies which we ever enlert«tt for 
them. 

We are happy and prond to be near you, sir, who ^ present here the ffreaA Ameriean re> 

puMie. tin- i)i;_-Hii oi thi» nianitV'-trttiuii. 

Daring ilie days of trial which the Union haa traven»od wo havu not ceased to pray tor ita 
triumph. To-day, when that noble canne is ▼ictoriooa, permit us to associate ourseWee 
Witli the j<y of the people of thu United Srn i <, ani] to salute them ;is brothers. 

The capital of tho rebels is taken; the otar-spungltid banner floats over the walU of 
Richmond. It may be aeaerted henceforth that the revolt is conqaered, and that tho Union 
will !*tihsi.st in its iutc-gfrity. 

The»e tacts represent more than material victorie», uud therul'oro we could not reminii iu- 
different to them. 

When a mtiDtry enjoys, as yours does, every liberty ; when every part of itM territory, 
when every iii"l;viiiuul, has ils share in the nutional sovereignty, re.sijjtance to the laws of 
the majority i> un Httack uptm right; armed rehullion becomes a crime. 

The revolt of the Huuth a'^aiust the north was uujinititiablu. it could not be that right, 
(!• ^I'l nitely j^trngirliiis; wiilj blind interests, was to issue mntilatetl from this great COmfaat* 

W'lir, utten an iiii<juir<nis sconrge, has been ('.rv;it>'<I with y<>ii to a mission of justice and 
of humanity, it was, in fact, the arm, the mailed arm, of civilization. 

The Wood which hiw been shed will not flow in rain. The dead have freed the living. 
Tnt> hiiiuJred aud tifty tliuUMind men of llie ni»rth hiive perished, but, in fallill;_^ tih y l.ave 
given liUrty, and admitted to the common law, four uullious of slavus, and with liam a 
whole race up to this day oppressed and despised. 

1 1 \.'v frnitf 111 sacrifice ! It suppressed Maveiy at the same tinie.that it strongthened the 
American Union. 

I he wbule people of the United States will again enter npon the tranquil current of works 

of p< a« e, and ^\yc us the liU H-se-l exfuiiplo of the complete <levelopjneiit til ii- lihertii -*. 

The whole worl-l luis been deeply moved by your successes, for it fceb that beyond the 
■ess Ton are a harbor to it. 

It knows iliiit tilt' l 1 States represent the anrora of a new policy, which is caused to 
rcplttce everywhere the ancient luw. it knuwti that, alter having repudiated governments 
based upon force or divine rights, yon have, sioco a long time, proclaimed the piindple of 
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the aatODOmj of cvc rj nation. It kuows that with 70a every luan is really a citi/^u in the * 
true acceptation and g-randenr of that word, and in the whole realitjr also U knows that 
with jo)i nil tlie powers (;mannt«> from thr- nation. Tliest) principles an liot OdIj inscribed 
In your C'unstitutiou — the pructice of each day reaffirms titcni. 

You have the verituble sentlment.s of democraej, and this sentiment hns cansed American 
society to tend constantly tow.irdM the ni<>sf perfect realization of Helf-f;nvernn:eiit, that 
political idcul of society. Hence, what marvel luus results have everywhere been olttained 
Djyoil! Human invention, «>\teiii11nf^ each day it 8 limits; your tyntem of railroads and 
telegraphs, vaster than that of all Kiirope, cnrryiug the conqtiest of civilization from the 
shores of the Pacific to those of the Atlantic; popular iuslruetiou, that vivifvinp well- 
sprinp:. penetrating^ from strata to strata, till it reaches the hoiye of the poon-st citizen, and 
iVom prairie to prairie across vour immense (eiTttoriee to the most distant hanUetH ; tlx par- 
ticipation In pnblic alliiira of ail the cithsens fornipd in the double school of a Tigilant pi e^s, 
•which spreads abroad everywhere the opeiiinir idea, and of immense popular a-isj-mblieg, 
where confe, and whence issue iu every direction, tlie <rreat currents of opinion; the con- 
stant accord of the administration with the nation it r< pi • «ients, and of whhsh it is proud to 
be the .simple orpran ; fiually, even in the midst of the st verest trials, tl)is adniiral'le speo> 
tacle of order always maintained in tlje midst of aptation, aud of liberty ever respected. 

S\i( h noble efTorls, such noble concjnests, will bear their fruits fOT humanity. 

\<mt' entire continent will be gradualljr drawn into the eunent of your ezpansiTe oivili- 
s^tion. 

These teachings which Young America gives us will not be lost on Old Europe. 
You have thus paved the way for universal brotherhood. You have strengthened tie 
Union at home ; we count upon you to cement the union of peoples. 

0. 

Gentlemen ; I thank you for this manifestation of your sympathies for th» American 

Union and for your con t;ratulatory address to the peujile of the I uited Stai< s liy \ niir fellow- 
citizens without party distinction, on the occasion ot the victories which assure the end of 
the sfafcTehoIders' retwIHon. 

It is natural tlint tlie friends of civil:/ iti in, ImiTiunify. and propress evervwhere, ^^Iv nld 
celebrate an event of such great intlueuce upon the world's atfairit. The triunipiii of thislormid- 
able but now expiring rebeUion would have been a retrograde of civilisstion ana a perpetual me- 
nace for j)nblic j»o:ice. It was, indeed, dLvise<l by a class for its i»wn siilti^h and criminal pui^ 
poses, not only to overthrow the republic but to make ilj»elf, while destroying universal sudVage, 
an oligarchy of slaveholders and tillibusters, and itbelieved with the monopoly of cot ton tubeable 
to dictate lun s to the universe Aiid our victori»-s are not alone ilie defeat of a class of slavehold- 
ers; tliey complete emancipation, strengtiien the Union, elevate (he nation, abase our enemies, 
and consolidate American liberty. The rebel chiet's will seek to escape by tiight from the ven- 
geance of their fellow-citizens >vhoni they have destroyed, as nmch as from the penalties of the 
mws they have violated ; and the world will see how a great pi . !)»:»•, which to crush the rebel- 
lion and to defend its cherished institutions has made unheard-ot sacrilii i n, w ill be generous 
and maguanimotia towards its erring brethren. Those who think that the Union will not ^ 
come out Intact from this last great trial, decelye themselTee ; there will be, it is true, a * 
chttUf."' in the ("oMstitiition : the .slain of slaverv w ill disajipear from i^s pa<r< s ; but w ith that 
respect for legality which is one of the most striliiug chuiucteriaties of our people, and which 
they have constantly maintained durini? this crisis of civil war, it will be done legally and 
in ai'Cordance with tlie provisions of that veneialed charter. 

We shall soon enter, 1 hojM-, upou an era of jw-ace. Certainly it will not be the people of the 
United States which will desire to see it disturbed : they comprehend, and ho|H< (hut others 
%vi!l comprehend, that every Stnte ha.s the right to, discuss, vote, and, if lu-ed l»e, to li^rht out 
its own internal questions, without iuterfereuce on it« part against others, or on the part of 
others a<rainst it. 

I thank you again, gentlemen, and I pray you to thank, in my name^ those yon represent* 
for their .sentiments towards the people of the United 8tare.s and their syuipathie# fof OUT 
cause, which you have ex|n( s^.-d lu me; they cannot but tighten tlie bonds of friendship and 
of brotherhood which so visibly draw together the two peoples. 

D. 

My voice cannot commaud this vast crowd ; but, although I have just thanked vonr dep- 
utation, I cannot omit fb thank you personally for this imposing nianitiBStation of your sym- 
pathies for the cause of the American Union, and your congratulations upon the defeat of the 

slaveholders' rebellion. 

I am happy to salute the flag of Belgium which I see here by <he side of that of my conn • 
tiy. Again i thank you. 



Digitized by Google 



DIPLOMATIC COBRESPONDENCE. 81 

0 

Mr. 8a^fbrd to Mr. 

No. 257,] Lboation ok thb Unitkd Statbs, 

BniMseU, April 28, 1865. 

Sir : The traj^c tidings from Washington of the as?a?8iuation of the President, 
anci murderous assault upon the Secretary of State, has caused a deep iinprca- 
6iou here of bQnx>r and indignation at the cowardice aud cruelty of the coufed- 
emle plotters. Following so rapidly upon tbe exettement ereated by our late 
victonea, and the public demonstrations on accouut of them, the aaaoimeemeiit 
has aroused unusual agitation in this citj, and through the country. 

Tlie Kin«r, from hif* sick bed, ?ent to me one of hi? aides-de camp, Major Gen- 
eral Boarman, to express in his name his deep feeling at this tragic event, and 
for tbe great loss we have sustained. The minister of foreign affairs and the 
other members of the eabinetf the president of the House of fiepresentatives* 
the high dignitaries of the court, most of the foreign legattons, and a very 
Lirg'e number of perBons of every rank and station, lia've come personally to offer 
their condolence, aud to express their horror at this crowning atrocity of the re- 
bellion. 

H. Bogier informed me he had sent a despatch to the Belgian ehaig^ d'af- 
&ires at Washington to offer directly to the government the expression of their 
sympntli y at the f»ad event. Immediately on receipt of Mr. Adams's telegram I 

ikldressed a circular to our consuls, of which I annex a copy. 

The shock caubt^d by this news is too great to permit me to appreciate calmly 
its InflaeDce on pabVc sentiment tonehing onr amdrs ahroad. It cannot fiul, I 
think, to eanse a far* reaching reaction in the sympathies heretofore entertained 

hv the so-called *' better classes" in Europe for the rebels and their cause, and 
to -^timiil att', on the other hand, a more friendly feeling toward us and the cause 
of the Union. 

The £tet that tbe oonfederste loan at the •London exchange yesterday rose 3 
percent, upon the news is a significant indication of the effect which the hisli- 
gators of thiB droadriil crime imagined it ^vonld liave npon their cause. 

The calm tran.-*ition of the exenitive power to other hands at Wa.^hinjrton, 
contrasted with what would be likely to occur on a similar occasion in most 
Kuropeau states, canndt but help to strengthen the eonTiction already becoming 
genetal by the influence of the success which has crowned this trial under the 
strain of the rebellion of the power, fitness, and durability of our system of gov- 
ernment. 

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

H. 8. SANFOBD. 

Hen. WiUJAM H. Bbwakd, 

Seenkanf StaU. 



Leoatiok or the UnrED States, 

Bn»Mt», AprU S6^ 186S. 

Sot: Anf»th« r dreadful crime has signalized the slAveholders' reh»llion. After havinn^ been 
■arkni hx l>iirl)aritie« which could «ibly emanate from the iufluence of a barbttruus cause, 
lu crrenLiow hu.^ cxi\ttAtk9»ieA In a crowning atrocity ; tbe President, wbose Msaesiiiation was 
Maapled throug'b tli*^ f^nmo influences at the outrirt, lius been murdered ; a merciful God 
W we^ened tbe onxs of tbe asaaesio, who sooght to murder, in his sick bed, the Secretary 
«f 8tate, and add »no*b«f affllefUm to tbe country, another foul crime afirainst society. 

Ki' vated bv his ("^-^ r» ^vortli from the humblest ppherc to a positioti of {^(wer and ro- 
imiiaibilitT unequalltitl in the world, Abraham Liucohi lias given to muukimi a rare example 
• vuelfiab pamotl»«n, t^tegrity, aud aiugleucKS of nur})08e, in working lor tho country's 
r».l and oirrvinj? out tbe behests of the people. The deiioMiination of "honest," which 
Pi l lar aentiineut bad atSaed to hia name, will paas to hiaiory, oa \ua well-earned distinction 
%that of iM^iiot aii4 nMUgt. What a blight eumpls bo Imtis for those who foUow sftsr 

« D c * * 
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Providence spared him to see the virtual accomplishment of flip great work to which h«« 
had been called; the roliolliuu and siaverj^ itd cause, are at uu uud ; aud the Uuiuu in uut 
•lone preserved, but has (▼Htht>red new streofi^ and vitality as a nation. Thank God, 
its safety or peril cbu doj>oinl on tlif lifV »>} no one mrin ; its (rovtTument is but un emanation 
of the popular will, and tbo pu.v<in^ iivvuy ut the elect of tbe people at auotber time than 
the Hmlt of his presidentinl term can caoso HO pMtnifaation in the state. The people re- 
UU^D, and their will is continued by his successors. 

Called upon to mourn the death of a great and good man, and the loss of an eminent 
Chief Magistrate, I have to request you to display your tiag on tbe day, and for tbe tlin-e fol- 
lowinif days, after the receipt of thir* commuulcation, at balf>inast ; abo, that you will cause 
tbe masters of the American shipping in yuur port to hoist their Hags for the same period at 
half>mast. 

1 have further to request that you wear tbe usual baud of mouruiug for thirty days. 
Beraectfully, yours, 

H. 8. SANFOSD. 

To United States Coksll at Antwerp, Brtuttitf Gkcmtt Lu^t, 



Mr. Sa^hrd to Mr. iSeward. 

No. 258.] Lboation of THB Unitbd States, 

BruJtsth, April 28, 1S65. 

8lR : The bulletin of the King's health issued at the palace to-day is the 
aame as that of yesterday, aud is as follows : "The night has been more trauq^uil. 
The eenend condition of the ISing is more Mds&otory/' 

I So not consider he IS yet out of danger. He has been much debilitated and 
prostrated, mentally as well physically, from want of food and sleep, and these 
tell additionally upon his advanced age. Hi^i physicians, 1 undert^taud, finally 
induced him, not without difficulty, to partake of some nourishment on the day 
before yesterday, and sleep followed, aud he has since improved, but not with- 
oat one relapse of the siufocating attsdc whi^ caused so mach alarm a few 
dajs since. One lung seems to be seriously affected. There is a good deal of 
apprehension touching the result still entertained, but he is in a much less critic 
cal conditiou thau he hm been. 

The Duke de Brabant, if he connects with liic various steamers from India, 
Will arrive here aboat the 8th pnudmo. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, year most obedient t«ervanr. 

H. S. SANFOm 

Hon. WiLL!AM IT. Skwahd, 

tSicrclury uf iState, ifc^ ^r. 



Mr, Samjard to Mr, Snoard 

No. 261.] Legation of thb Umtkd Statfs. 

BrusitU, Ajii il 3U, 1SG5. 

Sir : llifl royal Iiighness the Count de Flanders sent to me yesterday one 
of bis officers of ** ordnance" to express in his name his condolence on the antunelj 

death of tbe President. I also received in the afternoon a private note from M, 
Bogier, expressive of hi;* sentiment.-*, of which, a? he i-ffcr? to it m ]ml)lic dehate» 
I venture to enclose a copy, A. I replied to il by a tew lines of thaiikn. 

In the House of Keureseutatives, this afteruoou, M. Hardy de lieaidieu, a 
member of the extreme left, moved, in accoidanee with previoas notice, fiir an 

* expression of feeling at the late tragic event at Washington. He was followed 
and warmly peonded by the lite Cauoii de Heame, of tbe " oonserv.iti ve " party, 
who is the autlior of a widely dir^f^emiuated pamphlet on our war, aud is an 
ardent friend of tbe cause of the Uuiou, aud by M. Kogier, who auuouuced that 

• he adopted on the part of the govemmsnt the Tiews jost expressed, and that he 
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boped the Home would join in the expressKa of his desire fbr the recovery of 

the eminent statesman, Mr. Seward, lo whose existence was attached, in so great 
a degree, the definitive pacification of the country for too long a time desolated 
by war; and, after rendering homage to the moderation which he had dis- 
played, the minister expressed the hope " that they might one day rejoice over 
the restonuioii of bis bealtb, at the same time with the re-establishment of peaoe 
between the fractions of (t great ])eople whom they admired, and who had 
always had their pympathies, and which he hoped would take apiin in tlie world 
the great part which assigned to it." AH which, interrupted by frequent 
marks of approval by the niembera, was declared by the president to be the 
ttnanimons sentiment of the House. 

I enclose the report of the same from the Moniteor, (B.) 

Fwrote to thank \(. Hardy de Beaulionn and the Canon dc Heame for ini- 
tiating thi.>« expression of. opinion by the HouaOi and transmit (C) copies of my . 
lettei-s to them. 

I have the honw to be, with great respect, yonr most obedient servant, 

H. S. 8ANF0RD. 

Hon. William H. Skward, 

Secretary State, ijfc^ ^ 



A. 

LTnoslation.] 

My Dear Minister : While*! transmit fo Washiuptun tho expression of th^ spntiments 
of llic govf ruuifiit of the King, ou account ot the horrid crime perpetiuted upon your vouer- 
able President, I must inform yon of our a^stonishmt'nt at thu sad news that has resoimdsd 
through the aotira ooontr j, and b«g yon to be the jnediom of our sentiiiMnte lo yonr govsm- 
mrat 

1 tl-.. take the liberty (if aHkinfj you to have the kindness to b« my interpreter with the 
family of Mr. Seward* for whom I have always professed a particoUr regard. The news 
ffirfu by tlie papem kttve some hope for the recovi ry of the eminent statesman ; and H Is my 
d< .ir- -t wi«.h th.1t he umy be reston-d to jjerffct hi altli, and give peat c to a country sO lODg 
desoUiteU by tht> colauuties of a war grt»atiy to be deplored by all friends of liberty. 
Aoe^t, mj dear snlnisler, the new sssamnoe of my yerv high aod afecttonstecensidewtien. 

CH. S0Q1££ Jfisisfsr ^Feffwga Ajfmire, 

Baussfxs, April 29, 1665. 



B. 

£Tnuu}latiou.] 

If etion to Older. 

Mr. Lr: IIardv de PrAfi.iKlT. Gentlemen: Yon were all horrified three da vs a^o on 
bi^iug (if the astiaaeiuutiou of the Pnjsideut of the Uuitod 8latea. You all felt that it was 
not only the chief of a free oatien that was struck down, but at the same tine it was law, 
the siif'j-'^uard of all, and I may say civilization itself ; for there is no longer any persoual 
securuv wben political ^a^isiou substitutes brutal action for ihu protective power of law. 1 
have thought It beconung, genileoMii, for as not to kt thiseoeasiea pass withont thees- 
prsMion of our painful nentirnents. * 

I will nut give vou the history of the eminent man who is no more: be sprung from the 
hamlileit ranks of steisly, and elevated himself by labor and induatiy, when the Amerkan 
nation, with that acumen that rarely fails an intelligent people in important emergencies, 
clMee hioj as a guide to direct it through a dangerous situation, wberR a formidable insuirec* 
tkm hod placed it. 

Ton all know, gentlemen, what difficulties Mr. Linooln had to overcome. 

Ceofrooted by a portion of the nation thai r^ttsd a|«inst the laws thcj thamselves had # 

niivle. he <Iid not fiilt<'r onco in his patriotic duty. In the iiiii-.t perilous cireuuiHtanctH, in 
fiKeof ail kinds of dangers, external and internal, he \sm always calm, and, I may even 
i^, bsDCfVolent to Us bittorest enemies. 

After gigantir efforts, after n struggle of four years, Mr. Lincoln at last renched the close 
si thai OKMl bloody contest ou American soil, and the greatest troobks of his lifo seemed over. 
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He lm<l alrcfvily oxprpised the sentiments of conoiluifioTi thftt animated him — it was m h\n 
last message, bis political testament — ^wben the assassin's bullet struck biui in the bock of 
the bead, and laid^m low. 

I cHiiiiot fon tcll xhc ronfipqnenrrs of that crime, so horrici tliat no terms aro stronp enonph 
to coudeuiu it; all 1 can say is, that the parliament uf a tree uation likt> Belgium would lull 
te its duties of international coiiiirateniit7, if it did not oxpreas its fiAlin^'s of horror and regret 
at a crime that has robbed a pjcnt aud ponproiis uation of its eminent Chirf Mitfristratp. 

In t'xpressinjf those sentiuieutii, we cnntirm the nnuniinons wishes that the di plorablo loss 
nay not deprive the American nation of tliut ( nliiun ss wlm h is necessary to tiuish the groat 
work of conciliation and pacification which Mr. Lincoln had so nobl^ begun. 1 am done. 

Mr. Di: llKARNE. I agree with my honorable colleague in the sentiments he ha.s oxpresscMl, 
and I am persuaded that the feeliug of horror produced by this sad news from Atnei ica is felt 
not only in this house, but in eveiy auart«r of the globe. ' Ye^, gentlemen, we feel the greatest 
indignation at tiiia politiad crime that has plun^i^ a great people in the deepest mourning, 
but nas not disconritjjed it, we must hope ; for the great President, who was the victim of 
the barbarous aud cowardly act, has set an example which bis successors should follow for 
tlie good of the nation they represent and the enligntenment of a free people. 

The dreadful catastroplio tliat has thrown America into the greatest consternation and has 
appulied the world contains a great lesson for the people, particularly when coutrastwd with 
the victories that had rejoiced the American Union only a few days before. 

On Pulni Stni'l iy the news of General Lee's capitulatioj) whs announced in most of the 
cities ol the United States — ou that day consecrated to the I'rinee ot" reace, as an American 
paper expnsses it — aud on Good Friday Mr. Lincoln and Mr. 8<*ward were attacked by bar> 
parous assassins. And this recalls a profpund re-mark of the angtist and lioly pontiff Pius IX, 
who, speaking of the many vicissitudes of his reign, said: "Truly, Good Friday is very 
near to Palm bnnday !'* 

The people of the Union who were identified with theur chief, particularly after the last 
pnsideiitiaf election, were moraUy immolated with him, aflter enjoying the iiatioiial triomph, 
10 wliich Mr. Lincoln added glory by liis iii(h]( ration. 

The nation is plunged in grief, but hop*- will resurrect her from the gloom, like the Prince 
of pence and' glory. This grand and t<-rril>le lesson of miMfoftune to the people and their 
governments will prove a valnal)le instruction by thr <y]T\t of conciliation beqtierifln il them 
by their worthy President, as u mysterious pledge ot luuiro prosperity, the secret ot wiiich is 
hidden in their past glory. 

If there is a nation that ought to sympathize with America in its grief on this occasion, 
that nation is Belgium; for we are the only nation thru luis renniined faithful inspirit to 
traditional rights, and followed America from the foundation of her political estahlishtn«'nt 
«nd her liberal institutions. Yes, gentlemen, we looked upon England, on the one hand, as 
worthy of imitation in the march <n progress. In the path of true and practical lilwrty ; but, 
at the same time, wo were consciou>* thiit there were certain customs in the instifutionH of 
that country we could not adopt, aud we cast our eyea beyond the Atlantic, where wo fuuud 
a great people worthy of entire imitation; and it is the institutions of tliat people we have 
chiefly inscribed upon our organic charter. We Imvi' fullowed their eiarnpli in all that re* 
^ards public iibertr, the distnbutiou uf powor, the election of repre.sentutiveM, aud deceutraU 
laotion of rale. Tm diat reason, I say that Belgium ought to sympathise with America by 
expressions of horror and indignation, such as a;l civilized nations ("t i l, mi l [irotest ar^'ii'st 
the act of barbarism that has stained the soil of Auiorica with ihu ia^^t mourutul trace of ex- 
piring slavery, which has now vanished before the vivifying breath of modern civiliKatioo* 

The sentiments manifested in this house arc felt throupfhmit all Europe: England has pro- 
tested through Parliament ; Franco has spoken by the mouth ot her Emperor ; Prussia by 
her legislative assembly, where all the uiembers rose to declare that the infamy of the horrid 
act deserved tlie condemnation of all civilized .nations. We must also do homage to the man 
who wag the Wetim of that atrocious crime— to the man who, as the honontble ifr. de Beon- 
Ueu has tnily said, sprung from the people to a<1oru a nation, and. like certain popso, came 
firom the lowest ranks of society to be the nieatest honor to the church. 

Idncoln was a self*made man; he drank from the spriug of liberty; be was' guided by the 
Bght of a deinoornfic tifition ; and merit elevated him to the hiplies; djg'uities of the countrj'. 

He has set a worthy e.\am}>lf , which bis successor ought to follow, relying ou the sujiport 
of pnblio opinion, which .should be his constant guide, never to bo abandoned or<^po$ed. 

That, gentlenien sii I ]» his greatest bonor, which, united wilh his firmness and wise 
imnartiality, will mmk hnn a place in liistory. 

In joining other civilized nations in otir protest against this political crime, we do a good 
deed ; by our participation in the sentiment of universal indignation, we lielp to anest tlie 
lontagion of an abominable example that might attack other uatious. 

]u outlawing monsters guilty of sftoherunes, we tetrii^ those who ml^ be tempted to 
commit them. 

Ifr. RooiBR, ngJnister of foreign oflUrs. It is useless for me to say, gentlemen, that ^ 

government participates in tin- seTitiinents so el<>i|ueiitly expressed by the two honorable 
aiembers of this assembly, eutertaiuing different political seutiments. Our government 

o 
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^pathuEes with the }>oreav(^<] n/ition, and has transmitted the cxprossions of ita sorrow to 
the pvemmeut of ihv I uited Stut.»s and their honorable representative in finusels. 

riie motion just mivh' is m-w to Bfclginui: but U has beenmMle eliewhere, and the import- 
i^f* VI ^ consider the srmpalhv cxpre.'sscd in tlie speeches ot the 

Honorable Mr. d© Beoulieu and Mr. l'Abb6 de Hearne us the unanimous opinion of the House; 
and thus ilir l. pislative .uiH. inhlv joins the ipovemmeiil in the ngnta felt and expreued on 
theoccasion of » crime that has filled Bel^um and the rest of the world with dismny. 
« f expTeea our wishes for the recovery of the eminent statesman who wai» 

attacked at the same time witli tlio v. ncnihle President of the republic. His life must be 
preserved to insure the final piicification of a splendid country too tone desolated hj the 
calamities ofa war afflicting to an friends of trrie liberty. ' 

May that fmi itate^'iiiin, now burdened with a heavy duty, persevere in the sentiment* 
or moderation he has always shown through the excitement of the irreat •tragele. and mar 
wa aoon hear of the restonuion of his health and the retnm of peaea betwaen the factions o*f 
a srreat people whom we (Klmire, who havaalwajriliad our aTmnathiaa,nd who will loonn- 

same their exalted station in the world. 

The r«F..Hii,F.NT OF THE HousE. OenUauen : As no oljaetioii ia oflM, tt is now 
decided that this house is unanimous in its approval of the senthmMilijaatainrMiedby Aa 
two honorable members, whose speeches you have Just heard. 

C. 

iff. Sm^ford to jr. lU.MMmium. 

LEOATIOV or THE UNITED STATES, 

BrusjtelSt April 30, 18G5. 
Mv Dbam Sir : I write tofhank j«ni forlnltiatlnfrto^heHoaseof Repreoentetires, veater- 

«.iiy, the expression by it of its horror and rc frret at tlie hist rebel atrocity which 1ms brought 
to an untimely end our loved Chief Magistrate. 1 could not doubt that the national represent- 
attraa of liberal Belgium would give public tokan to its appredation of this eriina^ and of 
ili ajnpathy for a sistor aaliim, and 1 tliank 70a for uving didtod it 

Yours truly, 

„ „ H. & SANFOBD. 

Hardy de Beaulieu, 

Eepre$*iUa$tt de Peupcr, Sfc, Sfc. 



Mr. Smtfpfd toM^k GIbMitM. 

I«MATIOM OW THE Unitfd Statf.s, 

BrusseU, April 30, lf?65. 

HoNSiErR LE Cuakoine: I cannot allorw the words you uttered in the House of 
itttives yesterday, in the reprobation of the laatlnfiunoos act of an expiring rebellion, 



and of sympathy for the cause of the Vn\tt-<\ States, to pass without writing to thank you for 
them. I have known you too loue as oue of the most ardent and best<informed defenders of 
the cause nt n^'ht, justice, and liberty, againat this atrocious attempt to OTOithrow ftea 
inatitBtions in Amorica fur the benefit of slavery, not to be certain that your voice would be 
raiaed on audi an ooeaalon, and that your words would find echo not only in the chambers, 
but in the country. Certainly, as you .-;iy in your speech, if there is any nation which ought 
to aMO Ci a t e itself with our mourning in theeo circumstances, it is Belgium, whose institutions 
KaTo boon bi ao largo part formed npon our own; and I am happy to testifv to you, as one 
of thf orif^nalors of this expression of li.>rror, regret, and sympathy by tlic tliumc, tin- satis- 
Cactktn it had given me, and which 1 know will be sbarad bv ail loyal people in country ; 
•od 1 pmy 700 at tha aama lima to aoerot tha awnranoe of my cor^ ngafd. 

H: & SAKFOBD. 

ifonsieur JLE CiiANOiKE de Hearne, 



Mr. Sanford to Mr, Seward, 
No. 862.] Lboation of trb Umtkd Statks, 

Briusch, May 1, 1865. 
Sir: The Moiiiteur of yc.-^terday contains a note touching the expre^Bion of 
the teotimenta of the King, of the GouDt de Flanders, of the miuister of foreign 
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affairs, ancl the cabinet, as well as the Houso of Rpprcpentativcs, witli respect to 
the murderous attacks apon the life of the President aod the Secretary of State. 
I enclose it herewith. 

I have tiuB day called upon the minister of fmign affiun to express my grati- 
tadefbr the condolences of the King, and of the Count de Flanaers, and to ask 
him to convey to his Majesty, and to his royal highnes^s, the expression of it ; I 
took occasion at the same time to offi r my thanks to him and his coUeagoes for 
the evidence they had given for their sympatliy on thia occasion. 

I have the honor to be» with great respect, yonr most obedient senrant^ 

H. S. SANFOBD. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, 

• Seeretarjf State. 

(For encloBores see Appendtz* separate Tolome.) 



[Note firom (he Ifoniteiir of the SOth April, 186S.— TrsiuktloB. ] 

Till! Kinj: ordered one of his aides-de-camp to go to Mr. Sanford's and express to hini the 
gormw lii.H iMiijesty felt at tlio news of the attacks on the President and Secretary of State ot 
the llniti il Stutos of Ainfrioi. His hiphn»'p9 the Count of rimidora also s.-tids one of hia 
aids to tiit> itiiiu.ster, ou the 8uiiie mission. The minister of foreign utlairs and uthor members 
of the cabinet, on Uieir part, hastened to call on Mr. Sanford, and inatractions were sent to 
the Belgium l^atioo in Washington to express to the American government the aenkimenta 
of regret and condemnation excit<Ki by such odlons acts. 

In tlif Ifouf-e session of yesterday Mr, Hardy dc HciiuHcu spoke in tlic most nxiviiifr t<^rmg 
of the emoUou produced in Belgium bjr the news of the tnM^ic event wluch has just occurred 
in the United States. He ciuied jfeaeral attention to alltbe eminent rirtnes of President 
Lincoln. 

Mr. de Hearnc joined ilr. do BeauHeu in a eulogy of much beauty upon the character of 
the lamented President. 

The minister of foreign affairs a-ldid, tliat the gnvpmmnnt sympathized sincerely in th© 
sentiments just expressed by the houoruhle uieuibers, and tliat \n' liad already despatelie<l a 
oonunmnication of that effect to the government of the United St it< >, and to their honomblQ 
repros(>n}ativ(' in Hiii^'^' ls. Ho expressed jt In* most fervent wislit s :i>r flu- recovery of the 
distinguished st.itesmau, Mr. Seward, whose lite was necessary to the tinai pacitication of a 
country tliat bad been so long ravaged by the desolation of war, and the proapeil^ of whidft 
was greatly denied by all friends of libertj. 



Jfefr. Sanford to Mr. Hunter. 

No. 266.] Lboation op the United States, 

Brtuseh, May 5, 1S65. 

Sir: The voice of hostility to the Union is hushed by the univ('r.-»al ponti- 
ment of horror and sympathy which has been aroiised by the tragic events at 
Washbgton. Und«r'the emk of condolence, however, is a general ontciy on 
the part of those most opposed to ns heretofore for '* rooderatioa, eondHation," 
&c. It would seem as if our enemies, assured that this rebellion was to be a 
failnro, were seekinp^, under the plea of hum uiity, to prevent the thorongb erad- 
ication of treason from our land, in order tiiat its roots may remain and bring 
forth a new crop of rebels, to again attempt our destruction. 

My reply, in my limited sphere, to these officious people, is that the treatment of 
those who plotted and carried nn this rebellion is an internal matter which con- 
cern? ourselves solely, and is the busineps of thopp char<::ed to execute our laws, 
and of nobody else; that the masses who have been led astray, I doubt not, 
will be treated as erring brethren, who have already been punished severely 
enough bj the oahunities of the war into wbieh dieir ehieb betniTed them, bnt 
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that their political leaders will, doubtless, receive tlir> Ramr» pnnifthmftntj if flap- 
tared, that would be meted to tron?nn in aiiy other country. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your moat obedient servant, 

H. 8. SANFOBD. 

Hon. W. HUNTBR. 

Aettng Secretary of State, 



Mr, Sanford to Mr. HmUer, 

No. 267.] Lboation of thb Unitbd States, 

. BrutMdi, May -% 1665. 
8m : I deeiie to enpjdy an omission m my despateh No. 257* 
The coinplimentB of condoleace and of sympathy addressed to me on the ' 

Sirt of the Kiug, as I biive since learned from his aide-de-^unp, applied also to 
e crime which nearly co.-'t to the stite the life of Secretary Seward, 
1 have tho honor to be, with great rrapect, your most olredient servant, 

H. S. SANFOBD. 

Hod. William Huntbr, 

Acting Secretary ^ State, i^e., Spe^ Ijfc, 



Mr, Sanftrd to Mr. HmUer, 

No. 869.] Lbuation of the Unitbd Statbs. 

BruueU, May 6, 1865. 

8lB! I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of despatch No. 1G9, en- 
dosing copies of three proclamations of the Pre.-ident, under date of 11th April, 
relating l<> the clo.-aing of certain ports of entry, and reciprocal hospitalities to 
die vei<iicl.s iA foreign navies in the ports of the United States, and to our vessela- 
of-war in foreign ports. I am heartily rejoiced at the steps taken with respect 
ftt tho unnst and humiliating treatment to which onr national ships have been 
sobjeeted* and I doubt not it will lead to a return to thst courtesy which is due 
to a friendly power. I have also had the honor to reoeive despatches Nos. 166» 
167, and lti». 

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient Bervant, 

H. 8. 8AMF0BD. 

Hon. W. HU.NTER, 

Aciimg Secretary of State, tfc., l^c, 



Mr, Sanford to Mr, Hunter. 

No. 270.] Lbiiation of the United Stated, 

Brussels, Maj/G, 18G5. 

8tR : I have had the honor to receive this day your circular deijpntch of the 
17th nltimo. announcing the assassination of the i^resident and the attempt to 
murder the Secretary of State. 

I have already informed yon of the profound sentiment of indignation and 
empathy it had excited here. 

Unusual interest h is been manifested with respect to the new President, and 
nf'ver. {torliap?. in Europe, have accounts of the past life and public recerd of 
the iucunibeut of that high office been sought Sat with more interest or been 
mutt widely cUsaeminated. 
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I am Imppy to state that the result has been to create a most favorable im- 
preesion in the public mind* which 'h«8 been augmented by the eonaervative tone 
of the Preaident'a reply to the British minietef on preaentiog hia credentiala. 

Public sontimrnt here, eomewhat incredulous at first, owing to the mali^nfint 
aspersions of enemifs, now is, that the succrssion lias fallen into capable nncl 
worthy hands. However much the late tragic events may have caur^ed sadness, 
there ia one feature in oonnexioti with them abroad which cannot but canae a 
melancholy pride, and that i8» the oonvietion created thereby in classes hereto- 
fore incredulous in the permanency of our system of government, which, unin- 
fliienced by what would shrike any European government to its foundations, 
moves calmly on iu its great work, amid the most formidable dithculties with 
which a government haa ever had to deaL 

I have the honor to be» with great napeeti yonr moat obedient servant. 

.H. S. 8ANF0AD, 

Hon. W. HUNTRR, 

Acting iSecrvlary of iSiatft Ifc^ tfCf ifG, 



Mr, Samfiird io Mr, Seward. 

No. 274.] Lboation op trb Unitbd Statbs, 

Brmstets, May 19, 1865. 

Sir : Mr. Mann, the oommiaaioner of the late insurgents, has, I understandf 
taken his departure from Biuf<se!s and returned again to obscurity. His action 
and influence here seem to have been mainly limited to furnishing lii^ version of 
the news from the United States to a small journal here, which was dually com- 
pelledy under the preaaure of eventa and the incHgnant aentiment of the party to 
which it bdoogedt to throw him and hia cause overboard. 

I am not aware that we have any extradition treaty with Belgium In vievr 
of the probability that many of the accomplices in the assa8?inati<m at Wash- 
ington will seek reiuge here, I would respectfully call the aiteutiou of the de- 
partment to thitf fiMt 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, yonr moat obedient servant, 

H. 8. SANFOED. 

Hon. William H. Skwabd, 

Secretary of StaUt ifc.f Ifc., Sfc, 



Mr* Saafcfi %o Mr, Seward, 
[Eztraet] 

No. 277.J Lboatiom ok thb U.nited States, 

BruneU, May 29, 1865. 

Sir : Mooming has been brought to many faroiliea here by the newa firom 
•Mexico of the destruction of a detachment of the Belgian legion in a combat at 
Tamcaburo, in the State of Miclioacan, on the 11th of April. It is stated in the 

Iiubli.ehed reports that the whole detachment of about 300 men were either 
Lilled, wounded, or taken prisoners. Among the killed is a son of the minister 
of war. General de Ghasal, who waa a captain, and aeven other officers. * * 
I have the honor to be, with great reapeet, yotir moat obedient servant, 

H. S. SANFOm 

Hon. William H. Skward, 

Stcrelary of JState, ifc., ^c, Sfc. 
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Mr, Satt/ord to Mr, Hunter, 

No. 283.] IiBaATtoN OP thb United States, 

Brtusels, May 31, 186/). 
Sir: I euclotio a copy of a leltrr of condolence on the occjusion of the ae- 
laaeioation of I^rcaidcnt Lincoln f rom the Beptcntrion Lodge of 'Masons, of 
Ghent, and translation of my reply. 
I have Uie hmtax to be. with great respect* Tovr most obedient servant. 

H. S. SANFOBD. 

Hon. William IIuntbr, 

Actmg Secretary of State, Sfc., ifc. 

(Fot enclosure see Appendix, separate volume.) 



LBOATIOV or THS UHITBD fiTATEfl, 

Brussels, , ■ > 

Sir: I have received the letter which jon addressed me on the 20th instant, infunnine me 
of the re|;retfl and gympathies of the Septentriou Lodge, of Ghent, on the occasion of the 
•MUAination of our venerable President, Lincoln, and dso of the salisfaetioii al tlie trinmpii 
of the United States over the slaveholderi' rebellion. 

I cannot bat sabacrlbe to the tonchiup manifestatioQ of ftntenial sentiinent, and beg to 
offer throngh you to the 8« picntrion Ixxl^^o my tyucero thanks for this neir proof of the Sjm- 
fathjr of l&lgians for my country and for the cause of the Union. 

Aeeent the assnraDoe of mv dbtbgidahed soitioienls. 

H. 8. SAMFOBD. 

The pB£aiD£NT of the Septentrioii Lodge, Ghent. • 



Mr. Stuifard to Mr. HmOtr. 

• ' [Sxiraet.] 

Kol284.] Lboation of. thb Unitbd Simtbs, 

BruaeU, May 31» 1866. 

SiB: The order of the day to the army, of the miDister of war, upon the late 
dwaistfT to a portion of the Belgian corpa in ^fr■xico, of which mention was made 
in my df'j'[)atch No. 277, appeared in the Monitcur yesterday, and was the 
sabject of inter jidiatimu by M. Ooomans in the House, who expreseied his re- 
grets at thi' eeeociation of the Belgo-Metieaa lesioiL with the army of Belginm. 

M. Rogier replied that the minister of war had oommnnicated the uccount re- 
oeived direct from the military c^tbinet at Mexico to the army and to the jour- ' 
nals, for the information of all. A sentiment of pride in the gallant conduct of 
Belgians had, doubtless, influenced him in bringing it thus othcially to the 
knowledge of their former companions-in-arms; he insisted anew that the de- 
ptrture For Mexico of Belgian volunteers was not a government enterprise; 
tltat the Belgian legion, although for the most part going from the army, wij) 
iK»t a part of it — did not nerve under the Belgian Hag; or wear a Belgian cockade. 
There was nothing in this, he thought, to compromise the government. 

Be was followed by M. D'Hane-Steenhuyse, who insisted anew upon the en- 
Bofaaent of the Belgian legion, composed, he said, hi gieat part of soldiers of tiie * 
^Vff who bad left it for the purpose, under the express authority of the gov- 
irnmcnt, and who might be considered as on leave, as compromiRing the neu- 
trality of B<'lgiuin, hkely to expose its commerce to the atuick of Juarez's 
fdvateers, and in the end to cause didiculties with the United States. 
9 JL Bogier, in xeply* treated as absurd the posstbili^ thatt in case of an inter- 
KMion by the United States in Mexico^ Belgium woud be hold responsible for 
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the presence of a tbonsand Belpans nnder the Mexican flag; those Belgians 

Iiad, moreovor. ]}o continued, cotiTr.ictfd nn oTiga^oment not to cnnproniise the 

foreign relations of Belgium, and in the event of a r«'giii;ir war, could return 

home. As many Belgians, he affirmed, had served in the United States under 

the American fliig dnring the late war as were now under the Mexican flag. 

M. HaynanB con!>(idered the discu$«sion usclesa; that the Mexican qaeetion had 

been long ago drcided l>y tlif cliambers, and on throe occasionf in the sense 

that thf re wan no Bi lp^ian expedition in Mexico, and that if anv ])ower could 

find fault with Belgium under this head, it would be, least of all, the Uni'ted 

States, which, accor9in|f to him, bad enrolled recmited aoldt^rs everywhere; and 

be again insisted upon the charges li li nl m . in a newspaper which he edits* 

that Belgians li.id been enrolled hv i'ln r iuto the army of the United States 

ailer having been engaged here aa iaborers. 

• • • • . * * 

I renet not baring been sappUed by the department with tbe refutation of 
these uiarges to which M. Haymana referred, and which were brought to your 
knowledge in my despatch No. 2^ accompanying tbe letter of M. Bogier on 

the subject. 

A copy of the "answer of the goveroor of Massachusetts to incpiirics respect- 
ing certain emigrants who have arrired hn this eonntrv from Enrope, and who 
are alleged to be illegally enlisted in the army of the United States, &:c.," 
printed at the Government Printing Oflice, came into my hands a short time 
since, through n private gource, and appears to be a complete refutation of these 
charges, I immediately, on reading the debate referred to, ti»ok it to the Foreign 
Office and left it tor M. Bogier, who was out, with the request that, if it had 
n'tt already been brought to the attention of the government by its own agents 
in the United States, he would take eogniaance of it; and I propose seeing him 
to-mnrrow to repeat the hn]>e T exproased- to the secretary jreneral, that he would 
have tlic justice to correct th*- impression whicli liis silenci; on the occasion of 
M. IIiiyn)ans.'d ac>.sertions would c^eem likely to make on the public as iudur^^iug 
these scandalous statements. * 

I have th^ honor to be, with gieat*respect, your most obedient t^ervant, 

H. S. SANiTOBD. 

Hon. W. Ill \TKR, 

Acting iSccretary of State t igc,t 4^., igc. 



Mr, San/ord to Mr. HmUer, ' 

[Extract.] 

No. 289.J Lboation of thk U.vitrd S i a i ks, 

Brussels, June 12, 1865. 

Sib : The Monitear of yesterday contains a note announcing that this 
government has been offieiuly informed that war has been dechunM between 
Brazil and Paraguay, and that the ports of the latter have been blockaded by 
the Brazilian navy. Recalling the fact that Bel<:;ium had adhered to the 
principles laid down in the declaration of the couj^resn of Part>, of April 16, 
18'>6, it gives warning that all persona subject to the laws of the kingdom who 
' shall fit out or take place in privateers, or do any act eontraxpr to the duties of 
neutrality, will be liable to ne prosecuted before the Belgum courts. Inde- 
pendently of any other measure of rigor which they may incur in other 
countries. •••••• 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

H. S. SANFOBD. 

Hon. W. HUNTBR. • 
AtiMg Secretary if State, 4^.* 4^ ^ 

* 
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Mr, Sun/ord to Mr, Hunter, 
No. 286.] * Lboation op tbb United States, 

BrutteJ.^, June 13, 1865. 

Sir : "With rofprence to that part of my fle?patch No. 284 touching asser- 
tions by M. Hayuians, in the House of Repn'Hentativea, relative to alh-f^ed com- 
puldory eorolroent in the United States of Belgian emigrants, I called upon 
M. Bosier the following day to repeat what I had aaid to we Becretary general. 
He said that he regr^feed the incident ; that he had himself called out, " Yon 
are wrong," to M. Uaymans, but that hif^ romark had not been reportf'<l in the 
official journal. He would look into the matter, he continued, aiul tliouglit he 
would 6<;i'k an occasion to bring the sabject up in the House, in order to make 
conreetion if found adviaablB after looking into the reports of their agents In 
the TJoited States upon the snhjeeL I expressed the hope that he wonld make 
such correctinn. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant. 

H. S. SANFOKD. 

Hod. W. Hon tbb, 

Aaimg Seerettay vf QUUtt k^** tfCt 4^* 



Mr, Sanifhrd to Mr. Seward' 

[Extract.] 

No. 293.] Lbgation of the Unitfo Statk.s, 

Brussels, June 24, 1865. 

Sib : The Moniteur of the 15th instant publisher the census of the popa- 
latkm of Belgium for the ^ear 1864. According to the statistics fbmished oy 
the ''commercial" administrations, nnder the direction of the mini.xt<;r of the 
interior, the population of the kingdoni nn ilie 31.-^t of December, l^Gi, was 
4.940.57 0, showing an increase over 1663 of 47,649, five-sixtha of which is doe 
to excestf by births over deaths. • • • • . • 

The resnm^ shows that the ratio of Inrtha to the popnlation is one to 31.7 ; 
of deaths, one to 48.6 ; of marriages, one to 133.7. There i^ one still-born in 
19.9 births. The ratio of female births is one to 1.06 male. The proportion of 
illegitimate birth.'* is one in eight in the citi«'?«, and one in eightoen in the country; 
and there is an average of four legitimate births to one marriage. 

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

H. S. SANFORD. 

Hon. WiLUAM II. Seward, 

Seerttarjf ef StaiOt ^ 4^** 4^ 



Mr. San^M to Mr, Seward. 

Xo. 20'J.] Legation op thb United Statks, 

BrtuHlt, July 31, 1865. 

Sib : The Niagara left the Schddt yesterday on her return to die United 
States. It is my pleasbg duty on the occasion of her departore from these 

ali irr s bear testimony to the good imprej»sion which her commander and 
officers have left upon the nnrhorif i<H and people of this coniitry. Commodnre 
Craven has won the respect and e:*t( < m of all with whom he has come in con- 
iaat here, and carries with him their good wishes. 
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TLo presence of the Niagara in tlipsc waters has had an oxcollent efTect. 
. While ia Antwerp she waa vicitcd bj many tliousand citizens, who came from 
all puts of the country for that purpose, and the courteous receptiau and kind 
attention extended to them have done muehf I donbt not, to Btimnlate the eordial 
good feeling which exists on the part of this government and people for the 
United States. Both ship and commander have done ns crediti and have left 
favorable impressions in Belf]^ium. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, vour most obedient servant, 

H. S. SANFOBD. 

Hon. William H. Sbwaro, 

Secretary 9f State, ^ 



Mr. Sanfordto Mr. Saoard. 
[Extract] 

No. 309.] Lboation of thb United States, 

BrutteUf September 13, 1865. 

Sir : The cattle plague, wliich is causing sncli great mvages in England, has 
appeared in this country, having spread from Holland, where it was brought by 
some Batch cattle sent 40 London for sale, and reimported. A commission of 
Belgian veterinary surgeons was sent to ^ollai^ to examme into and report 
upon this malady, and the cattle on the farms where it has appeared have been 
destroyed and the importation or transit of cattle, fresh hides, meat, and tallow 
have been prohibited by royal decree ; and stringent regulations for the imme- 
diate alaognter of cattle infected, and the proceedings with regard to those sus- 
pected of or liable to infection, have been promulgated — indemnity to the 
amount of two-thirds of the value bein^ iill iwed to the owneiB of cattle de- 
stroyed by order of the authorities. • * * 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient pervant, 

H. S. 6ANF0BD. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd» 

Seeretary ^ State, Sfc^ 4^., ^ 



Mr, Satsford to Mr. Seward. 

No. 31L] Spa, September 30, 1865. 

Sib : I have the honor to truumit herewith, in translation, some data I have 
procured touching the attrihotions of the conrt of accounts of this country, and 

which I owe, for the most part, to the obligingness of one of ita eounBeUom, H« 
HisBon, and which I think may be useful for reference. 

I do not send the laws referred to therein, as I have not all in my possession ; 
but if desired by the department, I will forward them on so far as I can procure 
them. 

In. my despatch No. 250 to the department, in the month of March ]aat» I 
suggested that, in view of the probability of an early t<'rmination of the war, 
and the changes in the various departments of the government, required to 
meet the new condition of things caused by it, series of questions touching the 
system, organisation, and worldngs of siinilar departments in Europe be pre* 
pared and sent to our pnblic officers abroad, ui order that onrgovnnroent mieht 
06 able to profit by toe experience of other countries, and our agents be iwle 
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to labor intelligently to that end. I still think that most valuable information, 
especially in respect to STBtcms of revenue and taxation, collection of accounts, 
kt^ 9Dt., CBM be obtuned, of the hisheet impoTtance in fomiDf^ a definite l^is- 
ktion for ourselves on these vital sobjects. 
I have the honor to be/with great reapeet, yonr most olx dient Borvnnt, 

Hon. William U. Seward, 

Secretary of SUUe, Sfc., Sfc., Sfc 



The great priuciplca which eovern public ac^-ouuts in Bel^uin are derived from the con- 
•iMdon and from the law of ue 15th < i .M ly, 1846. 

The conrt.of acconnts was created by the cc>Ti«titut5on of 18JM, and organized by the law 
of the 2Uth <Jctubt;r, lr<4(); it is charged with tiif examination and the liquidation of the ao- 
coanta of the generul ad ministration, and of those of all havinj; acc«mntH with the treasnr}'; 
it aees to it that no article of expenses of the budget is exceeded, and that no transfer toluM 
place: it audits the acconnts of the different administrations of the state, and is dmrgsd to 
this end to collect ull necessary inforiiiHtiuii (iinl voucIut--. 

The umrt judges and passes upon the uccuonts of the state and provinces. 

Ko requi -iition IS paid bv the tmsory except iHth the visa of the court, wfateih Tba ft only 
jrlv'-n by that body after having examined and verified that the payment ask('<l for is really 
detitined tu acquit a debt of the treasury ; that it is applied for the time and for the purpo.te 
iped6ed in the amnroprifttfon; that it is duo to the parties i« whose favor it is drawn; that 
Uie «'viDditions of the contracts or barp^^aius have l>ecn faithfully and exactly executed ; in fioO) 
that it is a regular debt, which is due and bas to bu paid. 

Wbeo the court deems it proper not to give Its visa, the motives of its refusal are examined 
bv tlif cat>inet ; aii'i when it dcciilcs tlin! tlic payment >li!»il be Jiiadc upon its re.spon.si hi lity, 
the court zisa$, but renders au account ol its cuuise uud the rca-sonfj thereof in its annual rc- 
pHtletbf c hambers. 

The ioatilication of a credit can be made subsequently to the visa In two cases only, to 
vit: when the nature df the service demands the opening of credits for an outlay to be made, 
ud the continuation of a service canrled on from motivei^ of eoooomyieqiUree advances 
to liie ageut of said service. 

ThsM advaaeea caonot exoeed 80,000 francs ($4,000,) and their employment must he ae- 
*mvf^ for to the ooiut within the delay of fimr months. 

The opening of a credit for outlays to be made is by an ordinance ad hoc, which is 
■ah ml tte d lor tne pieUnuuuy visa of the court, and this credit is disposed of by drafts upon 
the af^ents uf the treasury in favor of the creditors of the state. The payments arc audited 
Biuuthly by the coiut of accounts, which, after exauiiualion of the vouchcr.s annexed to the 
ordiiiauce!> of ree^ulefiaieHon, visas them. 

A dupli- att* uf the great bwk uf public di'bt is deposited with the court of accounts, which 
»e«3« to It liiut the transfers and payuieuts, as well tk;« ilie new loans, are duly inscribed therein; 
it also N-t"- :li it each accountable functionary furnishes the catttioil XDOn^ provided for as a 
faarantee for tbe.taithl'ol performance of his official duties. 

All bonds whatever, of loans or of conversions, and certificates of caution money must have 
da* visa of the court. 

The court keeps a duplicate of the pension register. The pension certificates are vise aud 
firistefed by it after examination and payment. 

The iiiveiitori« s of fnriiittirn fumishcnl l)y the state arc depnsiti'.] in its nffice. and it receives 
ftem til*; hktA of the niinistorial departments a detailed stuteuieni uf the property and roveuue 
rfte State. 

The cottrt of accounts corresponds with the ministers direct; it corresponds also with tlK< 
Kcuonting officers in what n late-s tu the reudering of their accounts ; it fixes the delays 
WLthin which their accounts mu.st be deposited at its office. It can condemn tliuse who are 
bf-faindhaxxJ to u fine to the profit of th.' stHfe, not to exceed hrilf ofthe sulary, independent of 
fu»pt>tLsion or loss of office, wiiich it c^n cause if there is ground iheretur. Kvury (4)udemua- 
fai to a fine is pRmoiuieed upon the demand of the yoongest connseUor, who aets as pablie 
ySMecator. 

The court judges and passes tipon acconnts, it establishes by definitive decisions whelher 
WBO the arcotiiiti of uccuuiitinr; ofTicers are balanced, are in advance or in debt; in the two 
fnl eases it pronounces a tiual discharge, aud orders a restitution of the cautiou moneys, and,* 
ImmI he, toe raising of injunctions and mortgages upon their property by reason of the i 

otiuu."^ incident to thu account jiasscd upon. In tlie third va<v it condemns them to pay 
^rdeht to Cbe treasury within a delay wliich it prescribes, in each case & copy of these 
jwetedingg is addressed to the minister of finance^ that he may see to their execution. Three 
fTirtar tin* iwsnHon of bis functions the accounting officer has a definitive discharge, if 
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the conrt of nrcounts has not othe fwhft pimi^ad. The court, notwithstandinfp • dceisfon 

which lias <]i-tiiiitivi'ly |m»s( 'l npoii nti M< c<mnt, can prwcvd to its revision, t'lfln r upon the di-- 
maiid of the accounting otlict r, svijtjMirti d by vouchiTs recovered biuci' the dici^ion ur pruprw 
motu for error, omission, or double entry, discovered in the Teiificntion of other accounts. 

The decisions of the court af^ainst accounting officers are carried into effect, unless within 
throe mouths appeal is made to the court of cassation for violatioD of form, or of the law. 
In caseof cassation, the affair is sent brfonB a eommMMOP ad hoc from the Home of Bepfaacnta' 
tivoa, and judgedT witboat appeal. 

The court of accomiti is composed of a president, rix eomiMllors, and a elerk.. 

TIjo presitli iit Mil l tlie comi<i llors must be at least thirty years old, and th<- clerk twenty- 
five years ; the latter has no vote ; they are named every six years by the Uuiue of Hepresenta- 
ttvee, bnt can be disnuflMKl at its pleasure. The memhen of the eoort cannot be related m 
connected witheacli otlu r by maiTiafre within the fourth deg^ree inehi^ive, nor at the epoch 
of their first appointment related or connected within the same limit to a niiuiater; tbey 
cannot bo members of either honM, nor fill any office salaifed by the treasury, nor be interw 
estcd, directly or indirectly, in any enterprise liable to accountability to tin- vtfite: tli« v can- 
not exercise by themselves, or in the name of a wife or any other iuleruiedjaiy, any kind of 
conm it rc r, or be business agents, or participate in the admiuistmtion of aeoiB|Miij or in- 
dustrial euterpriso. They cannot deliberate upon affain which concern them personaUj, or 
in which their relations or connexions to the fourth degree incliisivo are iuteresled. 

For its ordinary labors the court is divided in two sections of three C4)unsollors each; every 
six months chauffes are made iii the composition of the sections in such way that every coun- 
sellor shall sit in both sections every year. The first section is occupied with andit- 
ing accounts; tli. duties of the secotul cDinjiriso the functions of comptroller, and the care of 
allthat relates to thu public debt; Uie accounts are dosed and passed upon in general assem- 
bly of the court. 

The court of accounts 1ms no vijcatior. 

No tax for thu beuutit of the state can bo established save by laws ; such taxes are voted 
annually* 

No privilepe can be established in levyiup taxes. 

No exoinpliou or moderation of a tax can be u^itahUshed save by law.' 

Exception in cases formerly specitiod by law ; no dtiaen can m oonatninod to pajmonqr 
save under the head of taxes for the state, province, or commune. 

The chambers pass every year the law of accounts, and vote the budget, in which must be* 
included all the receipts and expenses of the n-dvenmient. The vote upon the budget is by 
chapter and by article. By this means the chambers exercise a real and efficacious control 
upon the finances of the state. 

Every law relating to receipts and t-xponsee of Am gOfmOBIMlft DUMt, in thefixskplMa^ 
be voted by the House of Kepreseutalives. 

The collection of state dues can only be effected by an a|!«nl of the treasury, whose mis* 
eion it is, under the supervision of superior officers, tu litinidate and compute the amount 
due from tax-payers, (excepting in case of direct tuxes, which at[e coulided to special agents.) 
to notify to them the amount thereof, to collect the same, Mid to pcoflooato thenfor* inae> 
cordance with tin* laws nn<\ repiilations laiil down tor that purpose. 

These agents, betuie entering into their functions, must take oath and deposit the amount 
of their bonds, or caution m< <ui y, which is regulated acMMMdinc to tin importanoa of thaooU 
lections which tbey are employed to make. 

They are responsible for the full amount of the taxes which collection is confided to them, 
and iliey uic not discharped from this responsibility with respects to sums not collected ex- 
cept Upon proof that the non>coUection did not proceed from their negligence, and tiiat all 
neeessary prosecutions had bean made. 

Every ctdleetor, d( jios'liary, or agent whatsoever, in charpe of the public moneys. mu«t ob- 
tain, in case ot robbery or loss of timds, proof that it was the result of superior force, and 
that the preeantionftpreBeribed by the regulations wore taken, or he ie held accountable tor 
the same. 

The amount of collections made by these agents must be paid to the treasurer* general 
once or twice a uMuith, eeoonding to theimpoftanoe of the reeeipto, oiders« and aeoeaaltiee of 

the service. 

On the 3l9t December every year their papers and books are pas-sed upon by functionaries 
or agents appoiuted for that purpose, and m a detailed minute the amount of money aud the 
cash and bins on band, whi<m is annexed to the account of their stewardship, and w)uch they 
are reqnired each year to render to the court of accounts. This account presents all acts in 
connexion with their office dui inp the year, whatever their oitiiie^ end to whatever Mrviee, 
public or individual, they may relate. 

It presents— 1st. A list of monevs on hand in cash or in bills, and of bills receivable at the 
c/inuncnrcnif Tit of the year. 2(1. 1' he receipt and expenses of every nature madi' durinfrthis 
p< riod, specitied in detail. 3d. The amount in cash aud bills unhand, and the auiounts re* 
mai niuf; to be collected, or the sum which the agent is in advance. 

Tlie individual accounts have annexed to them statements sliowinpr by article and by sub- 
division the dues remaining uncollected at the dose of this tiscai term, with tiie reasons lor 
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non-colIeetSoii, fh0 jiuitifieAd<m.of the agv&t, and Ao olMervslloiif and oplnloiis of die pravta- 

The minuter of ihi' condition of tbe cash account (iml ot bills receivable drawn up at the 
fodef each year by agents of tbe adminutration, specially appointed for that purpose, are 
aUo ann«*xi*d to the iudividual acconuts of tin- npents ; they enablf (lie cnurt not alono to 
terify the jiinount in cash uud bills reported iu the general accouut t»l liuuucos, but also to 
exaiuine into the c-buractcr of tbo bills. 

The public treasury has prior lien upon the property of its ageota, and the ofBcers specially 
and directly clmrired with tbe snpennnon ana control of their aecoontability are responsible 
for (tny di-ficit which may liavo been occasioned by a reniissuoss in vfiifvln^ the couduct of 
tbe fuiictiona of the defauking agent. The degree of reapouaibility ot these fuuctionariea 
ii decided by aa adminbtrative inquest befom which they are exanuned, and afWr innpeeUoii 
of all the papers, books and docuruents of accountability, this inqiuet ia oidaed by the mia* 
isier to wLoih) department these functionaries belong. 

If it results that these functiouuries are ill finilt, and as such declared responsible, the re* 
covcry "f fhi- sum cbiiifred to them is j)r«>s<'cuted as provided i'v law, aud if nci-d be, for 
witiiLolding their t^aluiy, without ptejudice to disciplinary mcaHUic^^ to bu takuu iu the iu- 
iwesi of the service. 

Tbe hea^ls of tbo ministerial departments send to the courts all docuraeuts si^rvinfr to show 
a right requirt^ to the State. These docuiueiiLs euabio it to verify the uunual accuuuu* of 
the ageut.s. 

Aiwr being called by the ooort, theee docoments become themselves the elements of Terifi- 
eaiion to amre at tbe ooneetnese of the fesnlts stated in the aeconnts of budgets or fiscal 

PSTl'-i. 

Th«i above accounts servb the court, therefore, for the socoesaive examluation of the aoconnt 
ef tiie past fiscal year, and of the proviaary aceoont of the soooeeding year, ooncomntly with 

fite following documents : 

Isu Tbe books of payments made for accouut of budgets and of special funds voted for the 
wanL« of corTc.tponding fiscal years. (These books aie Kept in the bureaus of the eoort.) 

2d. The disi imr(n.*h delivereii by the court for payments made and justified. 

3d. The !»tatcmeuCH of payments uiade as verinvd by the duplicate.s of the receipts which 
receive the visa of the agents of the treasury in the provinces, iu cx)ufomuty with article 4 
of the law of the 15th of Slay, 184G. (These duplicates or miuutes-»talons — of receipts, which 
are tran-tmitted to the court quarterly, enable it to exercise a control in comparing the funds 
wbo»e payment is announced, with those receipted for in the accouut of the tKeumert and 
to tbos Tcrifr the regularity of the accounts* the one by the other.) 

4th, and finally. The statement of reoapts and expenses as shown by the virements of ae- 
aoonts in the general comptrifnlitt. 

These operations of vtrenuats of accounts in the general comptabUit€ of the finances apply 
to arlides of leee^t and ezpenee which only reuresmt changes of designatiost asovenMnls 
r f .u r-ounte conent, and other opeiatioiia whicn give rise to no material entiy or outgo of 
muuey. 

To the general acc<tunt of the finaneee is annexed an account of the treasury, showing tbe ' 

movement of funds the issue aud payment of bills payable as well as the KHcipt'^ and <-x- 

Cn>>es in account current, and which have for object as much to maiutaiu the equilibrium 
tween the rssouioea and wautit of the State, aa to assure everywhere the punctual payment 
of the public expenses. Tlii.s acctiuut has annexed to it the balance-shetts of the admiuiHtra- 
tiou ot tiuances, showing the situation, on the 31 gt of December of the year which has ex- 
pined, tbe operations of the current year, and the situation on the 31 st of December. 

By the aid of the aocoimt of the treasury, the court of accounts can follow every move- 
■SBS of the jrabUe moneys, and assure itself as to the emplo^ent of the funds of the state 
from tbe reccspt of fhc taxes up to the payiiH iil of the public indebteduess. 

Paktic The special accouut of the public debt is also joined to the general accouut 

ef tbe finaaees ; it gives tlie situation of tbe diffiBient kinds of debts, and makes Itnown by 
rreajD* of tablt-rt auuexed tlien to, the amount of the capital of enoli of tlicm and tho amount 
ot the interest money at the dillereul periodswheu it falls due, the situation of tbe sinking fund 
sad that of credits granted hv the budgets. The said tables make known, finally, the 
aai' tniT and tii. number of autting poBsioiWi the movwneota and the motivea of iocieasa 

or d«>t:^ea«e thereof. 

SimlUng fund. — The resources destined for the extingtiishment of the national debt are 
placfd ni lh»^ disposition of thi- litireau of the sinkinfj;^ fund semi-annually, by orders having 
tbe visa of the court, uud i\\v tiiiplovmeut thereot is justified subsequeutly to it, by tbe 
•*«'*itp*f of the bankers who have made the purchases in the markets. 

After having published iu the Mouiteur notice of the same, the fttrss brought in are de- 
arb}-ed by nu otticer of the department of finances in the presence of the ddsgate of the 
tomoiaaion of supervision, of a member of the court of aeooonta, and of the lenders whan 
sbetr iiitvrvention is demanded by the terms of the loan. 

TWm operations are ratified by a minute (prselt Wftel,) the dupUcato of which is sent to 
tWcourt of accouiit.-. , » , ^ , 

ftfttfjtg dtht — VVhea it ia foreseen that the ordinary lesouroes of the government wiii not 
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tnlBoe to meet all !!• expenaw, a provision of tbe yearly loan of wacm and UMans aothor- 

izes tlie frovcrnmi'itt to issiio treasury bonds np to a certain sum. When it readhoi a lugo 
amoont and can cmburrtuis the goverumeat it is transferred into consolidatud debt. 
These trotisury notes are vise by the court of aooonnta, and those paid are re turned to it 

every fortuiplit. 

The l)ureau of the sinking fund and that of the deoot et con$isnations (where caution money 
is deposited hy public officers or their bondsmen) wert- organized by the law of ir)th of 
November, 1847. Tbe royal decree which provided definitively for the exeontion of this law 
is of the 2d November, 1848. 

Tlie law which or^i^anizes the service of treasurer of the state is dated May 10, 1P,^0. 
The bases of the orfirftnijtation of tbe service of the treasuiy in the provinces were determined 
by royal decree fidtb October, 1850. See, also, the instractions of the minister of finanoea, 
dated otb and 21st of I)( rr-mhor, 1^50. 

A royal decree, dated Decenibor27, 1847, regulates the service of expenses payable by tbe 
agents of the treasury iu the provinces. 

Another royal decree of December 27, 1^*47, prnviilc^ for the application of the articles of 
the law of accountability which relate to the duratiuu of the citrcicc, the accounts of tlie 
iSate« of the minlBten, and of the agents with the tieaanryt end the aceonntabili^ ai the 
provincps. 

The decree which regulates the form of the budgets and their relations wit}<the aoc*.)unt8 
to be rendered is dated February 19, 1H4"<. 

The royal decree of November 15, 1849, brings together the provisions in vigor touchinn; 
the eomptnbil'Ui of the state, and regitlat^^s the application thereof. 

A roviil <lccroe, dated December (>, regulates the nccinuitaiiility (•Mirlihi'^ olii.-< fs of 

consumption and uf transformation belonging to the state iu every department ol the public 
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A royal decree to_ assure the regular and uniform cxernfinn of article 47 of the law of 
accotintability touching furniture, provided by the state, was published March 26, 1656. 
• PMic reesaaes. — ^The budget of ways and meaofl is divided into fonr chapters : 

Taxes, tolls, capital and revenue, payments. 

Taxes, properly so calUnl, are divided into direct and iudirect. Of those two fiscal 
sources, the first, which is derived unon real and personal property, liccuses the sale of 
spirituotis liquors, and tobacco is fixeil annually, and is c<m-ieiju«'!itly certain, foreseen, and 
obligatory. The secoud, the iudirect revenue, is, from its nature, essentially variable, 
havmg i^ source in consumption — changes, in a word, in all that constitutes social activity. 

Ibe branches of revenue which compose the ttiree last ciiapters are derived from servicea 
carried on by the government, or from payments made to tbe treasury from divers sources. 

Owing to the moderation of the taxes, as well as to the coiiij Mniiively easy circumstanoes 
of the people, the revenues of the state are collected with remarkable regularity. 

The ondget of ways and means increases each year by \hif> single liMt of the devel < >]>nient 
of )ublic prosperity and the progressive increase uf the population. 

'he direct taxes comprise the real estate tax, the personal licenses, dues from mines, ro- 
of spirituous iiqtiors, retail of tobacco, 
he real estate tax is based upon cadastral valuation, 
ho bases of the "personal " tax are the following: 
: tenting value, (wfaar Incatiff. ) dooTS and wfaadows, Breplaces, fhmltnn, domestfes, horses. 
The license tax comprise.s trades, commerce, and the professioim in ij,'neral. 
The dues froni mines reach directly those working uiiues. and accuidijig to their degree 
of prosperity. 

The prindpal aim of tbe law of March 18, 1838, creating a tax upon the sale of distilled 
liquors, was moral rather than finandal. 

The tax upon the sulc of tobacco was established by the law of Decemlwr 20, 1851. 

Vottchtrs of receipis. — These are documents going to show a right acquired by the stale^ 
the report^ of revenue, and recdpts. 

I'ouchrrs of expenses. — Kvery draft upon the public treasniy, in drder to be admitted for 
pavment by the court of accounts, must be sustained by documents which show that the 
object is to pay in whole or in part a debt of the state. 

Thus for the personnrl expenses there must be produced stntrments setting forth the 
grade, character of empluyuient, the position as to presence or abseuco, the service done, 
tne duration thereof, the dednetions to be made ha &vor of the catsss of widows and orphans, 
and the net amount to be paid. 

And for the expenses of the materiel: Ist, copies or extracts, duly certified, of royal de- 
ones, or ministerial decisions, of contracts of sale, orders or minutes of acceptance, of leases, 
agieements, or bargains; 2d, detailed statements of the deliveries, of regulation, and of 
lionidaHon, showing the service rendered and the sum due on acconnt or in fnll. 

If need, be the < (mi t deman ls other vouchers to verify the cre<lit to ili ■ persons in cause. 

Vouckert of puyments. — The drafts which are naid are transmitted quarterly to the court, 
by the director general of die public treosnry ; after examination and admission of the same 
they remain deposited at the court w'tth a crppy of the statements concerning them ; the other 
copy, clothed with the riaa of reception and admission, is sent back to the director general 
of tM public traasai7, to he annexed to the poblle Mooont. 

oiy u^cj uy Google 
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Mr. Sewaard to Mr, Sanford, 
CEztnetj 

Ko. 179.] Bbpartjibnt op State, 

Wtuhingtox, October 2, 1865. 

Sib : Tour interesting dcspatcLcs Nos. 309 and 310, both dated September 13, 
and your private notes, dated, respectiveljTt August 29 and Septeoiber 12, have 

hvf n rcot ived. 

The :rubject of the commuuicatioQ addressed to you hy Baron de Rothschild 

win be dofj considered. 

• ••••• 

I am, sir, Vonr ob^ienfe servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 



Mr. Sanford to Mr. Reward. 
No. 313.] Lboation of thb United States, 

Bru/titrh, Octoher 21, 1865. 

Sir : The Moniteurof to-day contains a report to the King by the minister of 
finaDce, accompanyiDg the annual statement of the trade and navigation of 
BelgiuB fin- Um year 1864. It sliows increase of trade aa compaired with 
pieviona jears. The general commerce (of imporlations and exportations) 
amounted to nearly $500,000,000, being an increase of 18 per cent, upon 1863, 
and 24 per cent, upon 1862. 

The importations from and exportations to the United States have increased 
10 per cent, upon 1863. 

The exportations to Mexico, it wUl be obsenred, continue to augment in notable 
proportion, being 356 per cent, increase upon 1863. 

Tlif r-r.uomont gives evidence of .the steady increase of wealth and prosperity 
of the country. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

H. 8. SANFOBD. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Stcretary of State, \e., Ijfc, 



Mr. Sarifurd to Mr. Seward. 

Mo. 315.] Lboation of the Umted States, 

Brussels, Octohrr :?0, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you th.'it the Mouiteur of yesterday contains 
a convention additional to the po:»tal convention of 30th December, 1857, 
between Belgium and France. The postages on letters between the two 
coantliee is reduced by it from 8 cents to 6 cents for the singh^ rate of 10 
grams (J oz.) when prepaid, ;m(l i.s to Ije 10 cent^' not franked. Busi- 

nw? papers and other mami.-cripta not havinjz; tlif character of correspond- 
ence can be ibrwarded prepaid for 10 cents the single rate of 200 grams — about 
7 01. Newspapers are to pay 1^ cent coming from, and If cent going to 
Fcsaee. 

Another convention provide^* for the safe tranpmi??ion of moneys, &:c.in regis- 
t'T«| hftters. In additional to the u^unl charge for nnch h ifcr?, llicy can be 
u.;ur'.d up to S400, by paying i cents tor every S'iiU or fraction thereof of 
u&ouiit transmitted, and in case of loss the same to be refunded by the post 
(Cess. 

* ♦ 

» 
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The (late of cnteriog in force of these eonyentioiui ie not fixed, and is to be 

ADnounced later. 

.1 Lave ihe honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

H. S. SANFOBD. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 



Mr, Seward to Mr Sai^ard.. 

No. 183.] Dbpartmrnt op Statb, 

Washington, Novemher 17, 1865. 

Sir : Your deepfttcli of the SOlih ultimo, No. 315, has^ boon received. 

I shall take great pleasure in submitting a copy of the new postal treaty 
betwron Bflgiiim and Franco, which nccompaaies it, to the Postmaeter Greneral, 
for the information of that department. • 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. 8EWABD. 

Henry S. Sanpord, Esq., BnuteU, 



Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward, 

No. 318.] , Legation op the United States, 

BruueU, Nomnher 30, 1865. 

Sir : I cannot give a betttt' idea of the sentiments geneTall;^ prerailiqg here 
touching the administration of onr government, than by an extraet from a toast 
given by the Canon de Hcarae, a member of the House of Representatives, to the 

minif'tor of the United St.(tc3, at a dinner at his house on the 28th int»tnnt. wlit re 
the large party a.^^cnibK-d was composed of conservatives, members of both 
houses of PaiUament, and ot the clergy. 

AUhongh the dinner was a private one, the character of the guests present, 
representing a class which has not been noted for its sympathy for our cause, 
and the very warm reception given to the t^entiniciits expressed, prompted me 
to communicate it to you an an intere.'*tiii^ indication of the drift of feeling 
concerning the President and our country, and 1 accordingly aeked permissiou 
of my host to do so. 

I have honor to he, with great respect, yonr most obedient sevant, 

H. 8. 8ANF0&D. 

Hon. William IT. Skward, 

ISccretary vj' 6late, ifc., 6fc., Spc, 



[Translation.] 

• * • To tli'j rt'jMiscntativo of tli*^ great American nation; to tbo envoy of 
Pre.Hiilcnt Johmon, that di^titi^uished Htatesnitiii, of wlium we admire the wicdom, the 

BioileiMlion, as well a« clii i>tiai», patrintic, ami truly liberal .sent iment-s : 

Worthy Bucc^siior uf the v/hv Wadhiugtou, of Madison, that gruat promoter of rehgious 
liberty, and of Lincoln, tbat noble victim of the purest patriotism, Mr. Johnson bae given a 

«tr:kirn_' prnof nf tlii)>p sf iifinuMUS in thr jirticldiiintion nliich he pahlislu-d one month a^, 
M itiii^' upui t, as a iluy of national thanks^iviug, the lirst Thursday of Dft-ember, for religions 
exercises, in which all generous and Christian heart! should be associated. In that memo- 
rable docmncnf, the rresi lciit of the ITnited State's renders thanks to the Ahniphtr for the in- 
creaHu of civil liberty, lie invites p«'oj)lo to it-uder thanks to the Creator of the universe 
for the benetits and ble88in|;:8 which they have received at hia hands. He recommends the 
whole people to make n confession of national sins apfninst the infinite gfoodness of Cod, and 
to implore with one heart and spirit the Divine guidance to walk in the paths of national 
virtue and hnliness. He resunifs these beautiful ideas by a phrase worthy of the greateit 
men of an ' it'ut or modern times: ' * KighteuusuesH exaltetb a nation, while sin is a reproach 
to liuy |)e«pli!.'* Such principles u these an indeed fte huSB of the grandeur and veritable 
power of a naUon. 
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PORTUGAL. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Harvey* 

No. 157.J Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

WaehingUMf December 2, 1864. 

Sib: Tour despatch of the 2d idtimo, No. 301, has been received. I thank 
you for the iDforination it coDveja relative to the affair at Bahia, and commend 
the vigilance nn l diligence practiced yonon this as on other occasions affect- 

iDg the intCTcsts of your government. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Jambs E. Habvby» Esql, Spe., Sfc , IMtm, 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Harvey. 
No. 158.] Department of S fa tr, 

Sir : Herewith I enclose for your information a transcript of a letter of the 
3d instant from the Secretary of the Navy, on tho subject of your despatch 
No. 296» which was submitted to him for perasal, and in which you suggest the - 
expediency of a readier mode of communication between the ministeca of the 
United States and our naval oHu'er? on foreign Stations. 
I am, Hir, yuur obedient servant, 

WILLIAM 11. SEWARD. 

Jambb E. Habtbv, Esq., 8fc„ Ijpe,, LUhon, 



Navy Department, Drrrmhrr 3, 18C4. 

SiH : I have the honor to return herewith despatch No. from Mr. kiarvoy^ United 
States minuter at Lisbon, which yon transmitted to me on the 99th tilttmo^ and commended 

to ifty attoutioii thei Hiifjfjtvstion conttiint'd therein coiiccriiiML'' r!io expi-ilu'iiry of a readier 
mode of communicatiuu between the ministers of the United isLutes and our naval uflicvrs on 
foreign stations. 

It 18 in contemplation fo ostnlirfh nt an early day a sqtiritlron in Europoftii •\vntor<5, an^l 
place it in charge of an experienced otiicer, who will feel authorized to make such ariangt- 
u)«ut« OS may appear to him advisable and expedient xi^;aiding communication with onr 
nunisten within the limits of liix cominand. 

Very reapectfully, iSfcc., 

GIDEON WELLES, 

Stcretarjf the Nrnff. 

Hon. William H. Seward, Secretary of State. 



Mr. Harvey to Mr. tieward. 

Ko. 308.] Lboation op tok Umtkd States. 

Lisbon, Dccemhcr 23, lb64. 

SfR : Ttrports have reached me from different quarter:*, written within the 
U«t lew days, that two suspicious steamers have appeared off the southern part 
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of this coast, under circumstances which have excited the approheiision on my 
part that they are dei*tined for hostile service* and that tliey de^iign, if practi- 
cable, to enter one of the secludi d harbors with which tlio Alprarvo district is 
indented at various poiuts, and irum that base to operate a^^uiuiit our commerce. 

That region, as I have had reaflon to represent on former occasions, offers 
peculiar advantage to piratical cruisers, from its natural formation, its geogra- 
pliical })osirii»n, the character of its population, an<l tlie comparative impunity 
with Aviiieh dcprcdntions may be committed, unlep?* it be strictly guarded. 

This government is not able to maintaiu tiie supervision which is required 
bjonr exposed interests, but I was able to effect an understanding a year ago 
that still continues in force, by which the duty of the required vigilance was to 
be performed by onr special agent, with such assistance as he could procure, 
while the governm<?nt agreed on its part to expedite a war steamer to the spot 
whenever the agent should report to me a sufficieut reason for that purpose. In 
faet, that was done on two occasions with effect. 

His Majesty's government is really anxious to avoid any form of eomplieap 
tion which might possibly arise from the arming, equipping, or harboring of hos- 
tile cruisers in the ports of this kinj^^dom or its coloni(>s, and that disposition has 
been manifested very positively and beneficially at the mid-ocean islands, but 
its means are limited, and the suggestion is not unreasonable that we should 
co-operate in preventive measures which look exclusively to the protection of our 
own commerce. 

I have to-day adopted the best expedient which this emergency permits, by 
sending the special agent heretofore employed down to the Algarve upon my 
own respoutibility, hoping for an apprpval in view of the imperative necessity 
of that proceeding. He is aetive, nddiftil, and understands the people, their 
language, and their habits. But as 1 consider any discretion in this matter on 
the part of the legation wholly terminated by your desjiatcli Xo. 1 of the 
30th of June la^t, I beg h-ave to ask for a particular instrucliou upim the sub- 
ject, so as to protect myself while making the endeavor to discharge my duty 
with efficiency and benefit. Should there l>e another mode more agreeable to the 
department, whereby the desired object may be attained, I shall not fail to 
adopt it with alacrity and zeal. 

Tf the remote ana secluded harbors of a sparsely populated portion of this 
kmgdom are used to our injury, as has been repeatedly threatened, against the 
best efforts of the government, the sulfereca will find but cold comfort in the 
prospect of subsequent reclamation and redress by diplomatic intervention. 
8nc£ issues ought to be avoided, if possible ; and although the suggested co-ope- 
ration on onr side is necessarily attended with expense, it is worthy of consid- 
eration wiiether that cost is not, after all, a real and valuable economy. That 

auetitiou is, however, to be determined by the more enlightened judgment of 
le department. 

The United States steamer Sacramento, which had been in port for several 

weeks undergoing repairs to her machinery, wejit out yesterday, at my sug- 
gestion, to the succor of au American ship reported to \u- in diHlrc-<. I .shall . 
request her commander, upon his returu, to proceed to the Algarve, and » udeuvor 
to establish a means of communication between him and the special ageut now 
on his way there. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES E. HAllVEY. 

Hon. William H. Skward, 
Secreiary of HtaU, 
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Mr* Seward to Mr. Harvey. 

No. 162.] Department of State, 

Washington, December 27, 1864. 

Sir : Your (1( •'pntc-h of the 3(1 of Dccctnlior, No. 305, lias bcon received. The 
proccedlugr^ wliicli you took ou the occasiou of the birth-day of the Emperor 
of Brazil were proper and commendable. 

This govemment does not fed serioiis emburuBmeot in regard to the affiiir 
at Bahia. It reposes confidenoe enough in the public strength and virtue to 
inmst on its own ri<;lits. and to recognize the just rights of other nations. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Jambs E. Harvby, Esq., ^t;., Sfc., ffc., IMtm, * 



Mr. Sarvejf to Mr. Seward, 

N0.312.J Legation of thb Unitbd Statbs, 

Lithtm, January 8» 1865. 

Sib : I have had the h mor to receive your No. 155, instructing me to make 

a reprci'entntion to liis Majesty's government in regard to the equipment of 
another pirate in Portuguese waters. 

As that instruction is predicated, apparently, upon the belief that a British 
steamship called the Sea King had, by preconcert and collusion with another 
British steamer called the Laurel, been converted into a rebel Cruiser at die 
D^sertas, near Funchal, I have deemed it prudent to suspend action until the 
explicit information, which I have heretofore sought in vain upon this subject, • 
can be obtained. 

There are various conflicting reports, none of which are quite satisfactory to 
my mind. Our vice-consul at Funchal seems in much doubt as to the real mcts* 
and has not been able to answer distinctJy the various inquiries made from this 
l^ation. 

Had it not Ihm'u for special official causes, demanding my constant presence 
here tor some time past, I should have gone, personally to Madeira, and to the 
spot, to make a thorou|^ investigation of the matter, under the authority con- 
ferred for that purpose by your No. 133. It may be still necessary for me to 
adopt that otir^e, and no personal convenience will be allowed to interfere with 
its execution if further reflection and a sense of duty should require it. 

I have heretofore explained that we must look mainly for the protection of 
American commereiid in these waters to> our own xesourees ; and it was for that 
reason that I ventured frequently within the last two years to urge with much 
earnestness upon tlic pmjx r tiepartmcut the absolute necessity of placing upon 
a more efficient footin;^: than has all along existed wiiatever naval force coulu be 
spared for European service. Those suggestions, derived from actual experience 
and from anxious observation, failed to attract attention, doubtless because of 
more pressing cases, so that we have paid a costly penalty for the want of plain 
and enfective organ i za t i op. 

This government h.'is a very limited navy, wliich is not equal to the pro- 
tection <»f' \\< nwn «'xpn3<'d interests, and is but little available for tlio-e duties 
which other uuiiuuh may claim under circumstanced such as now embarrass the 
United States. An unusually prompt and good disposition has been manifested 
on various occasioflp to arrest the intended equipment and prepamtion of rebel 
cruisers, but the means are not always at liand when niost needed, and conse- 
quently we are thrown back upon our own naval resources to prevent depre- 
datious and to punish the depredators. 

Thtts is no other reliable mode <tf security ; and if oar ahips-i^wsr now la 
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Europe, or to ho .<ent to tTiose wntorp, are jll(lioiou^^ly devntofl to this important 
obi<-ct, there will t<oou be less injury to regret, and little cause for tJcrious com- 
plaiut. But as long as there is no system, and nothing but iiiililiereut concert 
of action between the eivil and miatarj agents of Uic government abroad, 
commerce will be comparatiyely at the mercy of the oonairs which roam the 
ocean, seeking what they may pluuder and des^troy. 

I have the honor to be, ait, your obedient servant . 

JAMES E. IIARVEY. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Seereiary State, 



^ Mr, Hetntey to Mr, Seward, 

No. 316.] Lboation op thb Unitbd Statbs. 

LUboot Fihruary 5, 1865. 

Sir : Information from various eonrccs and directions has reached this l^ation 
within the last ten days, all tending to show that several rebel cruisers are 
afloat in ihes.e and the neighboring waters, and that a perious hostile demonstratidn 
against our o ommercu is meditated. Copies of the notes and telegrams ou this 
snl^eet are co mmnnicated herewith, in the ordor that they were received. 

The United States steamer Sacramento left here about a month ago for Cadis* 
principally to take in stores deposited there, and at the Pametime to make some 
necessary repairs. As soon as I was made aware of the facts above stnt<>d, a 
telegram was sent to her commander, iu(^uiringif the ship was ready lur etiicieut 
service, and upon recdving an affirmative reply, he was requested to oome htore 
immediately. It is to he presumed be is now on his way to this p ort. 

The I'nited States steamer Niagara is supposed to be in one of tl/e ports of 
Belgium or Holland, and as her services are not needed in that quarter, but arc 
imperatively retj^uired hereabouts, I deemed it proper to telegraph M/-. Saoford 
at Brussels yesterday, requesting him to give tibat information to Commodore 
Craven. 

The steamer Ajax, referred to in Mr. Moran's note, put into the Tajrns on the 
3d instant, owinrr to stress of weather. From inquiries made yesterday, I am 
led to believe that she is an intended blockade-runner and not a cruiser. 

The ram meutioued in Mr. Montaguie's despatch has not yet appeared here. 

Immediate steus will be taken in r^;ard to the representations made by Mr. 
Bayman at Funchal, but it will be necessary to procei i1 ^vith a certain degree of 
prudence, as this government, under any pressure, might be inclin ed to follow 
the example ot the larger powers, and apply a rule to our vessels-of-war which, 
under existing circumstances, would be far more injurious to the public interest 
than the impertinent proceedings to which attention has been called. 

My first endeavor and duty, in the midst of these complications, and with 
but a single ship-of-war at hand, must be to protect oor exposed commerce, aad» 
if possible, ti) punish the armed depredators. 

1 venture to suggest, as Lisbon is a much more available point than Cadiz 
for the information by which the movements of our ships^f^war in these waters 
must he to a great extent determined, that it would be a material economy of 
time and of money if the sup))Ii('s intended for them wen' stored here, so as to 
be quite at hand in case of enieifjency. Whatever naval turce can be spared 
for Europe should be so disposed in all respects as to give it the i'uUest vigor 
and efficiency. The want of systematic organisation has liaen and is still se- 
riously felt 

I have the honor to he, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES E. HARVEY. 

Hon. William H. S£w aru, Secrelary ^ SUUe. 



Digitized by Google 



DIPI^OMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 103 
Mr* Mwnm Ut Mr, Barvef, 

LOVDOX, January VJ, IS»i5. 

Mt Dear SiRt I write privately to say tluit there m a double screw propeller now in the 

Imrlior <>f Kingstown. Iidnml, wbich is, no donbt, infm !' •! 'o I v- n-"-! a-; a rc)>fl frunhoat. 
She \» called me i^ux, lias but one fuuuel, painted while. uuU a lil.ick hull, bhe has iron 
beams, and it vwy atronjg^. I cannot learn her tonnage. She has ei^^lit y berths, with tables 
to let down from thecnilinnr of saloDii^ tu ncci inKiin'luli^ that number <it pi : s.viis ; and ahliotirrh 
she has uo guus on board, she has uuiplc ruuui at tlic bows and stem for pivot guns ; tiuti tlH>ugh 
■he has no portholes, her hulwarhs are low enough fur guns to range over them, and hIio is 
a three-decker, ller crew are all in a state of mutiny, and say she is fri'iiicr to MiuU ira. 
There aro two or three rebel officers on Ixiard. 81ie has two masts, but uo yurds, as f-ho only 
QMS msinsaib. She has four boats swung on davits painti d white. Iler eoul is in bags. Her 
eng^ineer says she is to be used a.s a gunboat. If we should not atop her I will telegraph to 
you. She took arms aud iron plating on board at Glasgow. 

I give you these facts for your own n«o, 8o that yon may have one m our vessels on the 
lookout for the AJax about Madeira. The rebels recently seut away a large nnmber of men 
from London on a screw steamer of theirs called the City of Richmond. Hhe may be intended 
to ineeft the Ai ix. 

Ever truly, 

BENJAHUr MOEAN. 

Hon. J. E. Habtbt. 



[Tdepnun.— Lisbon, Jaaiiai7 37, 1865.] 

Benjamin Montu^ E»q.^ Legation, of th» UniUd StaU$, London; 

Y< >ur letter has been received. You should notify Niagara, which is probably at Antwerp. 
Mr. &uiford, perhaps, knows her whereabouts. 

♦ JAMES E. lIAliVEV. 



[Telegram.— Kaates, January 30, 1865.] 

American MiHister, Lisbon : . 

Ram Olinde, built at Bordeaux, and trausterred by Dauea to rebels at Ilouat island, here* 
sailed for Lisbon on Satnxday. 

MONTAGNIE, Contul. 



[Telegram.— Usbon, January 31, ISGS.] 

Cp/j^mm WMtf war tUmmiir SneraauaiOt Cadix : 

Have your repairs been eompleted, and ia your ship ready for efii< lent f^ervice ? 

JAMEii £. HARVEY. 



[Telegrsm.--Cadia, Febrn^ 1, 186S.] 

Vmlad Slatea Miniater, Litbon i 
flaeiamento is ready for efficient service. Have answered by letter 



CAPTAIN WALKE. 



[Telegram. — ^Lisbon, February 2, Jb4>5.] 

Caftain Walke, ttar steamer Sacramento, Crniiz : 
Your letter just received. Come here imnuidiately. 



JAMEjs E. IIAUVEY. 



[Telegram. — Madrid, February 4, Je6o.J 

Minxstrr iif thn I'nittd Stales, Lisbon: 

The cuulederate cruiser Shauaudoah is in the harbor aud asks for repairs. Notified our ships. 

^ PESRT. 
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[Tekgnun.— Lisbon, Febnuuy 4, 186&] 

Hvn. H 8. Sanford, UmUed SHOn tKmner, Bmueb: 

lufurm Couimodure Craven that seviTal vesgelit reported ^ be roliel cnusati, areluitto 
abouta, and, uqIom restricted by orden, bis senrioM aie nraentlj needed. 

JAMES £. HABVET. 



[Telegraph. — Lisbon, February 5, 1665.] 

£. S. EggUstony Conttd of the United States, Cadiz : 

Bm Sacramento started ? If not, tell Captain to come here immediately. 

JAMES £. HABVET. 



Jfr. Bujpmmn to Mr, Harvejf, 

Uritbd Statu OovmrLATB, 

Madeira, January 3], 18C5. 

Sir : On the 3d instant the steamer Alice arrived, five days from Cork ; harden, 450 tons ; 
forty-seven men, all told ; bound to Nassau ; took 160 tons of coal, and sailed the inslaat. 

This vesHL'l can>( in uih1< r the rehel tlag, after%vurds lowered bj order Of the gOTeniOT. I 
enclose copy of my correspoudence upon the subject. 

On the 26th Instant the steamer rannle arrived, ten days from Glasgow; 390 tons, fifty 
men, all told, two passeiif^ers ; twk 2l>U tons of coal, and sailed to-dny. Also under the 
rebel flag, which was ordi rcd to bo lowered, as well as that of the steamer Coufedorato 
States, just arrived, thirty u lays from Nassau, 279 tons, filly evsw, twelve passengers; re- 
ports iu balbist, bound to Liveriuw*!. 

Thene three steamerH are padule-whH«ltd, painted white, and said to {fo 15 knots the hour. 

Have bad no correspMidenee with the p:ov( riiuu nt re^ardinc^ the Fannie and Confederate 
Stat( s, as the polky parsned towards the rebel vessels will not be altered without orders from 
Lisbon. 

It' there be liny vessels of war within reach of vour teleprnni, it is well to let them know 
that this place is^ likely to be frequented by the rebel ships tiiound to and from NasMiu. 
I shonid state that the steam power of the Alice was 200 horse ; the Ftanie,SSOI and 

Confedfiiitr States, 140. 

I liave the honor to naudn, tatt very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BOBEBT BATMAN. 

HisExeellcnry Jamf.s E. TT\Kvrv. 

United States Minister, Lisbon. 



Mr. Marvet/ to Mr. iSeward. 

Ko. 317.] Lbgation of thb United States, 

Lisbon, February 6, 1865. 

Sir : Inasmuch n? sufficient time has elapsed for the United States steamer 
Sacramento to come Iktc from Cadiz, in response to my urgent rc<]U(\'^t of" tho 
2d instant, and an £«he had not appeared, and uo reply had been received to 
my telegram, I made iiKiuiry of oar comml at that pit yesterday, apd was 
sm^i i.^cd to learn that alie bad started on Satnrdaj, (the 4th instant,) at 2 p. 
m., for Vi^. 

Without having any information upon thf pnlijcct, I presume this movement 
has beeu made iu cousc(^ueuce of the cruiti'er Shenandoah beiug reported at 
Conmna, seeking repairs. I find myself, therefore, without any resource to 
confront the yarious emergencies to which reference was made in my despatch 

yesterday. 

Superadded to the causes of anxiety already stated, a telefrrnm ia the 
Spanish papers received this moniing cnniaiiis tlie folhjwing iuformatiuu : 

**Fbrrol, 1*^, — ^The confederate war Btetuner Stonewall has just entered 
this port in distress, with damages, liram Gopenhagem" 
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As FcOnrol is a little to tbe northward of Conmiui, it ia pomible ihat the 

Tesael named in the foregoing telegram may be the same referred to in Mr. 
PerryV despatch, (communicated in my No. 310 yesterday,) of the 4th instnnt, 
under the name of the Shenandoah ; for, according to previous accounts, the 
steamer Shenandoah was committin^dopredatious along tbe coast of Brazil. 

A telegram from our minister at Brussels, in reply to mine of Saturday, the 
4tb instant, requesting him to notify the United States steamer Niagara of the 
state of facts hereabouts, informs me~ 

" Niagara sailed yesterday moxning. Copy of your despatch forwarded to 
Craven, at Dover. 

••SANFORD 

"BsvssBLS, J^eSfMfy 5, 1865." 

In view of the actual situation, and of the difappointment occasioned by the 
departure of the United States steamer Sacruuicutu in another direction, I have 
jusl now addressed the following telegram to Mr. Adams at London : 

** Lisbon, February 6 — 11^ a. m. 

** Hon.. Oharlbs Francis Adams, 

Minister the Thited Stata, London : 

Please inform Oommod ore Craven immediately that several rebel cruisers 
are in these waterst and that his presence is urgently needed. Niagara is at 
I>over:. 

"JAMES E. HAllVEY." 

It will thus be seen that every precaution has been taken to provide for the 
pre.c?in;_' exif^ency, which never would have existed if the suggestions derived 
from positive and costly experience that have been presented, urged, and re- 
peated time and again during the last three years, had been regarded as worthy 
of attmtion by the proper department. 

Efficient steps have been taken for a thorough investigation in regard to the 
suspicious steamer Ajax, now in the Tagus. 

I have the honor to be* sir* yonr obedient servant, 

JAMES E. HABVET. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Smtaty qf State, 



Mr, Honey to Mr, Seward, 

Ko. 3iX8,l Lboation of the U.mtbd States, 

Lisbon, February 9, 1865. 

Sir ; Tlie United States steamer Sacramento put into this port yesterday with 
her eo£^ue in a disabled condition, having started from Cadiz for Vigo on Sat- 
oiday last in consequence of information communicated from onr l^ation at 
"MLeAridi ft is yot uncertain when the necessary repairs will be completed, 
tbongh her coniTTinnder, who has just left me, will urge them forward with all 
possible expedition. 

It \» now positively ascertained that the opinion ventured in my last despatch 
was correct, and that the rebel cruiser supposed by Mr. Perry to be the 
gbeoao^ati at Corunna, it; in fact the Frenc h ram Olinde nnder tbe name of 
Stone wnll. whi*"!' entered Ferrol in a damaged state oti tlie lt»t instant. 

Jf the SHcrumcnto can be got ready for sea in time, }*he will he defjpatcliod 
w'fhoiit delay to the vicinity of IVrrol, in the hope of capturing or deatioying 
nun in questiott. Or, if the Niagara should appear in these waters* as is 
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remotely hoped, in consequence of my telegram to Mr. Arlamr^ on the 6th in- • ^ 
etnnt, (to which no reply nas yet been received,) that dnty will l)p n>'sip'ned to 
her, al8o, in concert with or independent of the Sacramento, as circuuu^tances 
may render necessary. 

There is no other resonrce that can be invoked for this urgent occaaion, hat 
every paius will be taken to employ our limited means to the best advantage. 
I have the honor to be, sir* your obedient servant, 

JAMES E. HAKV£Y. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Seentary of State, * 



Mr, Harvey to Mr, Seioard, 

No. 319.] Lboation op the Unitbd Statbs, 

, Lisbom, February 11, 18^5. 

Sir : The following telegram reached me yesterday morning s 

**Madbid, February 9. 

" Has the Sacramento sailed*? Send her. Lose no time. I am afraid the 
ram will be off to-moirow. 

'•PERRY." 

The only answer whieh I eonld give was, that the repairs to the Sacramento 
were proceeding, and it was uncertain when they would be coni{)lete(l. Not 
satii^tied, however, with the report wliicli harl reached me on that sultject, I 
determined to go on board immediately and make an investigation on the spot 
which ehonld dear away all doubt. 

That purpose was at once put intoexeention, and Captain Walkc snmmoned 
the chief engineer, at my request, to a conference in his cabin. 1 interrogated 
him a^^ to the nature of the injury to tlic machinery, the possibility of it. -i liciii^' prop- 
erly repaired here, and the time that would be absolutely necessary to complete 
thQ work. Without going into details, it may be said, in brief, that the engmeer 
stated ten days were required for this labor. That reply necessarily precluded 
all hope of employing the Sacramento for the capture of the rebel ram at 
FeiTol ; and, upon returning on shore, I notified Mr. Perry by telegraph of the 
result of my inquiry, so that he might shape his proceedings upon a certain 
knowledge of the unpleasant fact. 

I received his answer an hour ago, anhstantially as follows, so for as it can 
be made out, for the telegram is confused in the transmission : 

• 

"Madrid, Fthruary 10 — 10.50 p.m. 

If that ship (Sacramento) cannot move forward immediately, ought to 
have help of Commodore Craven on the scene of aetiou. This is certaiuly a 
most unfortunate condition. • 

« PEBBT." 

I have not been able to put myself in communication with the Niagara, and, 
indeed, am wholly ignorant of her whereabouts. Upon the suggesdon of Mr. 
Sanford's teh gi nm of the 5th instant. I supposed shft was at Dover, and there- 
fore telegraphed Mr. Adam.s, informing him of the urgency of her presence in 
these waters. As he ha? not replied, I must infer that the ]Siagaia was not at 
Dover, or within reach of notice from him. 

This state of things is not only unfortunate for the public tnterests, but is 
most mortifying in every respect, for, with means to capture or destroy the ves* 
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gels wbich have receutly been ?ct afloat to depredate upon onr commerce, wo 
are wholly unable to employ them ; in one axsv, because of an unlucky ai cident; 
and in the other, because, for the want of a proper system, there is no mode of 
aseertalnii^ where to find a snbstitate. 

Every ship-of-war i^ provided with aderk to the commander, whose ordinarj 
duties are eoBy and light. If the commanders now in Europe were simply re- 
quired to nntity the United Stare!« ministers when starting; out on a cruit^o, long 
or Bhort, of their iutended movements and destinations, much confusion would 
be avoided, and some degree of efficiency would be given to the service. Under 
the i»perfeet«rrangements which have heretofore existed, it is quite impossiUe, 
except by more chance, to assure the presence of any Bfaips-of-war for the exi- 
gencies whicli are constantly occurring. This experience is by no means new 
or recent, and it has involved most serious and costly consequences. • 

I avail myself of this opportunity, without making a special despatch on 
the snbyect, to state that the Fortogaese gvvemment has withdrawn its offer of 
mediation between Brazil and England, and, therefore, that the original tUUui 
o£ the question which complicates the^^e two powers h necessarily resumed. \ 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JMIES E. HARVEY. 

Hon. William H. ^bwabd^ 

Seeretary qf State. 



Jtfr. Barvejf to JIfr. SevfonL 

No. 820.] IiBOATiON €F THR United States, 

Lisbon, February 12, 1865. 

Sir : It was a great relief to my anxiety to receive the telegram which is 
given below, last evening, when nearly all hope of being able to make any 
effective opposition to the exit of the rebel ram at Ferrol had been abondoned : 

" CoRUiVNA, Fehrmary 11 — 2 o'clock p. m. 

"Am here with the Niagara. Please send the Sacramento here immediatelv. 

. . •« CKAVEN." 

Necessity compelled the answer of which yon are ahready informed, and which 
I repeat for a more perfect understanding: 

"Lisbon, February 11 — ^7} o'clock p. m. 

«* Copunodore Obatbn, United Statee Steamer Niagara, Corunna : 

" Sa'-ramento is disabled and cannot be repaired under ten days. Please keep 
ne infomied of your movements. 

" JAMES E. HAEVEY." 

I shall make it a point to go on board the Sacramento again to-day with the 
hitentiou of h:i.^f» iiiii<; the repairs if that be at all practicable. 

As yet 1 am nut inlnnned whether the Niagara hiis appeared at Cornnna in 
response to the urgent requests contained in mv telegrams to Mr. Saui'ord and 
Mr. Adams or not, though it appears quite probable from the dates of the two 
frets. In ff^^^ the*pres6nce of that ship at such a time is a cause of much 
MtificaHon. • 

X have the honor to be, sirr.your obedient servant, 

JAMES E. HAHVEY. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sewaro, 

Secretary ^ State, 
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Mr. Harvey to Mr, Seward, 

No. 322.] Legation of the United States, 

Lisbon, February 19, 1865* 
Sir : Anticipating yesterday that the TTnitcil States nteamer Sacramento would 
be in a condition to loavc thie^ port withotit much farther delay, and that there 
would be auxiety ou that account owiug to the presence of a rebel ra.in at Ferrol, 
I addresied tlie followmg telegraphic despatdi to my colleague at London, with . 
a view of having the iufonnation transmitted to the department hj the Canard 
packet which sailed jesteiday ; 

** Lisbon, February 18 — 1 o'dock. 

Hon. Chablbs Francis Adams, Mmitter tftke Vkiied 8uue$f Londm: 

** Please inform dcnartment imnusdiatelT that Sacramento will start to-night 
or to-morrow to join Niagara at Ferrol, where rebel ram is Btill reported. 

"JAMES E. HABVEY." 

V 

* 

The repairs to the Sacrsmento were pnshed forward niglit and day« and what" 
ever influence I could exert perBonally to urge expedition was applied. I have 
now the satisfaction of announcing that she lias just left the Tagus, hound for 
Ferrol, which place ought to be reached within two dayn. This fact is now on 
• the way to Commodore Craveu, of the Niagara, wlio has been anxiously calling 
for the aid of the Saeramento. 

There were other duties which claimed attention in these waters, and for 
which 1 should li.ive requested the service of the Sacramento under a ditlerent 
condition of thinijs ; hut as the case at I' errol seemed to be regarded as the most 
urgent, all the resources at command have been turned in that direction, though 
at the hazard of some exposure elsewhere. There are but two United States 
ships-of war in Europe, and they are both at one spot. 

If the reports which have reached me from various sources are to he credited, 
the " ram," which has excited so much apprehension, is effectually disabled, and 
cannot be made seaworthy without going into dock and br ing entirely overhauled. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient serviuit, 

JAMES E. HABVEY. 

Hon. William II. Srwarp, 

Secretary of State, 



Mr, Harvey to Mr, Seward. 

No. 326.] Lboation op t h e U m i t e d S t at r .< , 

LUlnm, March 18, 1865. 

Sir: a British steamer, known as the Amy, put into this port som*- time rtgo 
in a disabled condition, and has remained here since then e\ idcntly waiting for 
instructions. That vessel was strictly observed by my direction, because her 
appearance, and the reports which attached to her, excite suspicion. 

Since the capture of Wilmington the Amy has received orders to return to 
Glasgow — a fact whicli p ints almost conduaively to her original destination. 
A pending controversy between the crew and commander has developed a fact 
which is worthy of notice by the Navy Department, since it may serve to guide 
the instructions to be given to oihcers afloat, <m blockade or other duty, con- 
eeming the papers of ships which they may examine. 

The actual captain of the Amy is not the person named in her papers, and he 
holds no certifu'.ife, such ns tiie British law requires, entitliiig liiin to command. 
His explanation is that he took charge of the steamer at the last moment, be- 
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• eanae the r^piiUir commander reftued to make the Toyagc. It may be aMnmed 
that many such cases have oceoned, nnd, perhaps, have escaped eeisnre aa law- 
fbl prizes npon the faitli nf" papers which co%-erod international fraudi 
I have the honor to be* sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES E. HABVEY. 

Hod. William H. Sbward, Secretary of State. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Harvey. 

'So. 168.] Dbpartme\t of Statb, 

WasAing(o;i, March 28, 1865. 

Sir : Your despatches No. 323, of February 28, aud No. 324, of March 6, have 
been leedved. The explanation given in the former ia entirelj satiafaetozy, 
and leaves happily nothing to censure or regret in any quarter. The informa- 
tion communicated in your No. 324, relative to the resij^nation and the Sttbo^ 
qnent reappointment of the Duke de Louie, is very interesting* 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Jambs E. Habvby, Eaq., ^e., IMom, 



Mr. Harveif to Mr. Seward, 

No. 3S7.] IiBOATION OF THE TJnITBD StATBS, 

LuboHf March 38, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform yoa that the rebel eroiaer Stonewall, a most 
f'^nnidable iron-clad ship, entered this port ou Sunday evening, the 2(;th instant, 
buviug left Ferrol the previous day. As the flag which was flaunted from her 
mast-head was entirely unknown here, aud somewhat resembleB that of the 
Bnasian aerviee, ahe was generally supposed to belong to that navy. And, in 
fret, the real character of the vessel was not ascertained poi^itively until the 
next monrinp^. when certain individual^^, calling themselves officers, published 
their disloyalty in the streets in gray uniforms and arrogant language. 

As soon as I was iuiormed of the identity of the cral't, immediate steps wero 
taken, personally, to have het ordered out of port, and- they were followed 
later in the day by a formal note to Dnke do Lonl^, now enclosed, (marked A,) 
which will explain itself. 

Assurances were given without hesitatimi tl)at the ve?sel Avould be required 
to depart within twenty-four hours, aud i have ocaii*iou to know that the orders 
were at once made, and the notice officially communicated to the Stonewall. 

The Kiagara and Sacramento arrived last evening, having been delayed on 
the way from Corunna many hours, by the deranged condition of the latter's 
cnginep. Their presence created great excitement iu the city, from the absurd 
apprehensiou of a naval combat in the harbor, which it was very dinicult to 
allay, aud the contagion of which seized even those who should have been 
better informed. As an accident delayed the departare of the Stonewall vntil 
this morning, the alarm became greatly magnified, although onr ships had re* ' 
maiued. at tlK' fVieiKlly request of the authorities, ofl* Belein, some few miles 
down the river. At an early hour I despatched a messenger to rt quest Com- 
modore Craven, the superior officer, to call at my residence to consult with him 
as to the measnree which dnty and wise policy required to be adopted. Whih) 
we wei« in conference, the under-secretory for foreign affairs came in with a 
verbal n;ply to my note, and perhaps with a view of getting an assurance that 
no ooiiiaion would be permitted. Indeed* the Eing himself had previonsly sent 
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an aido-de-c.imp on board the Niagara to exproi=3 h\s solicitude on that point' 
A few words soon roliovcd any miggiving, but I improvod tlio occasion to say 
emphatically, that if our sbips desired to go out they should go out, because 
the time for ihe departure of the StonewaU bad elapsed, and t>ecaiiBe tbe role 
wplicaUe to an armed pirate, in no legal sense recognized as a belligerent hy 
thift govornment, should not be applied to a regular abipHif-war caxryiDg the 
honorable flag of my cotintry. 

A brief couiiuhation with Commodore Craven soon satisfied me — for I did not 
feel at all qualified to judge a professional question of anch moment and serious 
importance-— that in tbe present condition of fine weather and smooth sea, to seek 
a combat with this powerful iron ship would be to Invite almost certain and 
wanton destniction of life and property. There was another i-eason bearing 
directly upon a decision in a different form, which neee.-^sarily attmcted atten- 
tion. By referring to tbe letters marked 13 and C, of our consul at Liverpool, 
it wfll be seen that two vessels are now on their way to this port with cannon, 
monitions of war, and large military supplies for tbe Stonewall. They may be 
expected hereabouts from one day to anotlier. Tt is very important to cut off 
and capture these sinews of war, without which the intended hostile operations 
of the cruiser cannot be successfully prosecuted. Our ships will address their 
efibvts directly to that duty. 

According to my information deitved from careful inquiries and investigation, 
the Stonewall is in perfect sea-going condition ; has all the improvements of 
modem art, science and experience adapted to the ohjcct^* for which she was 
constructed; received all the necessary repairs wliich were required, duriug a 
stay of seven weeks at tbe naval station of tbe Spanish government at Ferrol, 
and succeeded also while there in enlisting numbers of seamen and others for 
her piratical service. She is of remarluble speed for a heavy ir i t lad, having 
made the voyage from Ferrol to Lisbon in some thirty hour?, which compares 
favorably with the running time of the be.-^t steamer;? of the commercial marine. 

Large inducements were held out to procure enlistments' in Lisbon. As much 
as ^10 sterling monthly wages and <£15 iKHinty were offered, but onlv one 
misgnided and dissipated victim was secured, and he by a prooesS' of kidnap- 
ing. Th" fact oidy came to light too late to ht^ visited with the penalty which 
should certainly have af<!*i.xted in seeing enforced. 

Inasmuch as anxiety will uaturaliy be felt at Washington in regard to the 
movements of the Niagara and Sacramento, and the Stonewall, I deem it proper 
to communicate to Mr. Adams the fact stated in tbe tdegraTn, marked D, here- 
with, in order that he might transmit them immediatt ly to the department. 

I also communicate herewith, marked E, a copy in translation of the note of 
the Duke de Louie, in reply to mine of yesterday's date. 

These papers and this general statement concerning the cruiser Stonewall 
sincd her presence In the Tagus will enable the President and the department 
to appreciate understand ingly the official proceedings which were adopted to 
meet an exceptional .and vexatious emergency. 

I liave the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES E. HARVEY. 

Hon. William H. Sbwaro, Secretary of State. 



A. 1. • 

Mr, Harvey to the Duhc de Loul^. 

Leoatiok of tu£ Unitku States, 

Lisbon, March 1666. 

Sir: A pfa«tica1 steftmship enllcd the Stonewall entered the harbor of Lisbon ye»terclay 
(Snmhiy) under a (!t!<r imt riTuprTiizi-il by tiny civilizdl uiition. Tlmf vt'SSfl quittoii tlit» port 
oi i onul, 2ipain, oubaturUay, iliu 2oili instant, at 11 o'clock, ultor having reuiained tlioretiiuce 
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die 40i of Febniary, that )^ to shv, during a period of sc^veu weeiks, die pretext tot cldming 
luraitalily being serious iajurics previously suffered at sea. 
Attention is called particalarly to the two &et8 above Btated~-firat, to show that the excel- 

lent cou<lition of the sliip is ntteste<I by thu short pasKa^T f rom Ffirol ; and socotidly, to 'li iii- 
opstrate that uuuu uo prutcuded plea uf bumauity can any claim be justiiiud lor iuruiiiliiiig 
eoab and euppnee after a voyage of litUe more than twenty-fonr hoon, and after a e<»tbiii< 
ous stay in port of ii'-hiIv two months. 

The Stonewall is u tormidablo irou-pluted aruiud ship, commanded and ufiicercd by persons 
representing themselves as in the service of a factious inswjgeiit Uaw, who have revolted 
against the authority and laws of the United States. The open and avowed aim of this ' 
piratic ul craft is to bum and destroy and ravage the property oi citizens of the United States 
on the high srus, and to embroil, if posaible, the fiienalj nlatuuM now happily aubaiaUng be- 
tween Portugal and the United States. » 

In addition to thct$e grave and nndonbted facts, fnlbrmadon has just been rpcetved from 
the United Stiitt's consul at Liverpintj, which gives the must srrious importance to the pres- 
ence of the Stonewall here and to the purposes of those concerned in a hostile conspiraqr 
agmnst the commerce and intereeta of the Vnited States, fbr which it is proposed to make the 
porta uiid islands of this kingdom tlic base of miUtaiy oju-nitinu^. Tin- i ii-^ul'-; l- rti rto 
me, dated March 19, savs: '*Tho English brig Fairline, now lying at this port, has taken 
foT^ bales of clothing, blankets, »«upplies and the like, marked C, and nnmbered from one 
to twenty ; f'if:;'lit lari^o guuR, ■weighing i-i^ht uml a half tons, each with rrpiipineiit or fixtures; 
aquautity ot small-aruis, and a large tpuintity of shot and shells hinl.ildi' ami no 'loii'tt in- 
tended for tbo guns; also enotigh coal to supply a large steamer. The nhot tuul h i are 
comjiiifc'] fo weigh one hundred tons. The vessel is ostensibl}- entere<l fnr I'io de Janeiro, 
but the new say she is to go actually to Lisbon. There cau bo uo doubt but these guns 
and supplies are intended for a war steamer, and most proljably the Stonewall. The crew of 
the Fairline was shipped yeetetdayi but it i« not probable that abe wiU sail before Wednes- 
day.'* 

In another letter, dated March 21, the consul •<iiys : " I wrote yon on Sunday last iibout 
the schooner I>el£»ida taking anchors and cable lor two steamers at Ferrol. I learn thia 
momiug that the Delgada had proved too email, and that the schooner Merton Castle Is to 
be substituted in lii i ]t!a( f\ The captain of the former told one of my n > n that a part of tbo 
anchors and cables, toguthcr with the stores, were for the rebel iron-clad Stonewall, now at 
Fenol. She is to take ten laree anchors and two hundred fathoms of large and heavy ehain 
cable. * » » • • Xhe English bri<^ Fairline, iu command of C^»tain Savage» men- 
tioned in my lust letter, cleared and sailedthis morning for Lisbon." 

The eviueuee of a collusive intention to outrage the territory of his Majesty and the ob- 
ligations of the publi«! law are too clear to admit i f any reasonable doubt, as is also the design 
ot this audacious conspiracy to wage a piratical waxtkrc against citizens and commerce of 
the United State s. 

I have reason to kno%v, positively, that the Stonewall has entered this port to obtain a large 
stock of coais and provisions, and with a view of incifasing her hostile equipment by enlist* 
iug seamen and firemen. Such proceedings are forbidden by the royal proclamation of July 
SUt Ititil, by good faith, and by the law of uatioue applicable to the existing oircomatancee. 

It becomes my duly, therefore, to ask in the name of the Uidted States — 

1st. That his Majesty's government will imnu dialely adopt the necessary measures bv 
which this piratical vessel, now flaunting iu an iusulting manner, a flag not recognized by 
anv nation, shall forthwith leave the port. 

2d. That no supplies o{ coal shall be allowed. 

3d. That all eulistuicuts of seamen, firemen, or others, shall bo strictly prohibited. 
The tirgency of this occasion is such as to admit of no delay, and therefore I permit myself to 
hoj)e that ilie decisions of his Majesty's government will be made known in sufficient time 
to be telegraphed to-morrow, .so as to be forwarded to the United States by the Liverpool 
packet of Wednesday, the 2Uth instant. 

If sui'idies and eulisttnents are iu any way permitted here or elsewhere within I'-atnguese 
jurimlictiou, the government of the United States will be constrained to accept 5uch a pro- 
ceeding as a most unfriendly act, and to claim the fullest indemnity for every species of 
depredation that may be committed by this pirate. • 
1 avail myself of this occasion to renew the tissurauces of my most distinguished cousider- 



JAMES E. HABV£Y. 

His Excellency the DUKE Dft LotnLi, 

MinitUr mtd Stentarff ^ SMtfir Fonign Affmn, 
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B. 

Ifr. Dudley to Mr. JIarrty. 

UsiTBO States Consulate, Tower BriLDiKo, 

Srati Watir ttrwt, Lherpool, Mardk 19, 166S. 

Dear Sir: The English brig Fairlino, uow Ijin^ n{ :lii8 port, has taken fortj bales O 
cldtliiiip, blankets, supplies, marked C, iirnl jhhhIm ikI frnm one to twMity: eight large 
guns, weighing eight and a half tons each, with eciuipmcut or lixtures ; h quaiiiity of small- 
anns, and a large qoantitj of shot and shells suitable and no doubt intehded for these gun a, 
and enough coal to Htipply such a steamer as the Alabama. The shot and shell are computed 
to weigh one hundred tons. The vessel is entered for Rio de Janeiro, but the men say she is to 
go to Li.sbon. Thoro i. :iu hv no doubt but what tbivsi- guns and supplies arc inti-nded for home 
war steamer. There is everything to fit her out for a cruise. I fear they are intended for some 
piratical eraft to destroy cmr commerce. Her crew were shipped yesterday, but it is not 
probable that she will sail before Wednesday. It woiiM be well to comniunicate tins iufofw 
mation at once to our consuls in the islands, and to tell them to keep a lookout for the suspi- 
cioiu steamers. 

Vaiy respeetfiilW jonn, &c*, &c, 

TUOMAiSU. DUDLiiY. 

Hon. Jabibb E. Hartbt. 

N. B.— The schooner Delgada baa taken ten large anchors and ch^ns for steamen, as she 
says, now at FUrol, in 8p«in. 



C. 

Mr. Dudley to Mr. Harvey. 

UxiTED States Cunsdlate, Tower Buijuoing, 

W^aUr sfresi, Li«e»|W0f , Jferdb fSl, 1865. 

Sir : I wrote yon on Stindiiy last about tlip Eniirlish .schooner Delgada taking anchors and 
cable for two steamers at Ferrul. I learn this morning that the Delgada has proved to be too 
small, and that the schooner Merton Castle is to be sobstitnted in her phuse. The captain of 
the former vessel told one of my nu n tliitt a part of the anchors and cable, tngelher witli the 
Stores, were for the rebvl irou-clud fcslouewall, uow at Ferro., and that another vessel was to 
be there, to which the balance is to be transferred. I learn from other soaroea that this it 
true. She will .«uiil, so far as I learn, on ])urpo!<e to snpi^ly tlii^ vessel and some other rebel 
veBt*els which she is to meet. She is to take ten large uneliors and two huudretl luthoins of 
large a;i>l heavy cliaiu cable. 1 infer from what the capUuu says, as well as tVoni the quan- 
tity of anchors and cable, that there is another iron-clad somewhere atioat intended for the 
rebels. The English brig Fairline, in command of Captain Savage, also mentioned in my 
letter of Sunday last, cleared and sailed this morning liir Lisbon. She has eight large guus, 
^^ ith cf^uipmeuts, fixtures, du:., each weighing eight and a half tons — I think oue-huudred- 
}Hmnders-*and about fifty eases of clothing, sma11*anns, and stipjdics; one hnndred tons 
of shot and shell inti I for tin- guns, and a (|\iantity of cnal, all intended for some war ves- 
sel. The man who bad the charge of shipping them told one of my men they wore for the 
Spanish government. If this is so, wh^ do they clear ber for Lisbon? From what I learn 
fr-nn cnfside sources. I think they are uitended for sniio inrafical vessel built in Kurope for 
the cunlederutes. 1 have but little doubt about iu Look gut for her, and inform uur consuls 
at all seaport towns. 

I am, sir. veiy respectfuUr, your obedient serrant, 

THOMAS U. DUDLEY. 

Hod. Jambs £. Harvbt. 



D. 

Mr. Ban^f to Mr, AdMms* 
[Telflgram.— Ushon, Maxdi 88, 1866.) 

lion. Charles FraNOS AOAM8, AmerieaH MimiUtr^ London : 

Please infirm dejinrtmcnt immediately that cruise Stonewall arrived hi^re Sunday evening, 
and left this morning, ordered out by government on my applii-ntinn. Niagara and Sac- 
ramento arrived last evening, and rem^ temponrily on special una uupHrtunt service. 

^ r # jj^;^ ^ UAliVEY. 
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DtUie dt L»d€ to Mr, Hmrw^, 
Departmsht of State for Fosekv Ai r vnts, 

I received the note which yon were uleased to addretts me uuder yesterday's daU; vegttidiug 
the 6Dtijto Ibis port of the steamer Stonewall, wherdn, after sundrjr considerations on this 
oecnrrence, you make the following requests : 

1. That hia Majesty's govemnient shall immediately take the necessary steps to order that 
A t.'?<,sol away. 

2. That nbe be not allowed to roceire sapplies of coal. 

3. That the enlistment of seamen, firemen, or any other Individaals be prevented. 

In reply. I have tin lion ir of inforiiiiiip: ytm that, sostton as his Majesty's government was 
made aware of the arrival ot said vessel, and that the cuuhc thereof was the wautol cual, iuUma* 
tion was given to therespectlTeeommandertb^ on complt ting his supply, and within twenty- ' 
four hours, he.shoiiUl proi-innl to mix. Said term expinul tliis alu riioon. Oo pi rii-ivin;; tins 
morning that the vessel was still at her anchorage, a navul oihcer was sent ou board tt) u-scer- 
tain the reason why she bad delayed her starting. The said officer, on bis retnm, stated that 
if the Htom'wuU Imd not started within the prescribed time, it was owing to her not having 
taken in all tin- euul, and that there U-ing to-ilay a strong current, the coniinaudt r wtus afraid 
thai a slijrht derangement in his capstan might prevent tiis weif^hiug anchor; und tiie latter 
further declared tlmt as ^oon as the current uigut diminish its intensitj be would quit tha 
port, aud this be eliectt-d about 10.5U a. m. 

Begarding the supnly of coal, against whicbjou insist, allow me to observe that the vessel 
being a steamer, his uaiesty's government oonld not avoid, with good foundation, that shf 
should be provided with tliat article, for the same reason that it conTd no! deny to any saiiin^ 
vessel in a dismantled state to piovidi- it.si lf witii the nt i illul >ails. In ri'ply to your third 
reqoest, aud to wiwt you say regarding the English brig Fairliuo and the schooner Herton 
Castle, which were about sailing for Lisbon with munitions of war, chains, and anchors, sup« 
posed to li'' ilestined for the Stonewiill, I liasten tn asstui' you tl .it li s Majesty's govern lueut, 
Laving ffreaUy at heart not to give auy motive which might alter the friendly reiutiuus and 
the gW)S harmony which happily subsists, between Portugal and the United States, has not 
hesitated in adopting all nei-essary uieasures, throogb the deportmeata of. marine, inteiior, 
aud linance, to put a stop to all such plans. 

I avail myself of tU» oppovtoni^ to vbubw iba aaranuioes of my most distinguished con- 
sidemtioo. 

DUKE DE L0UL£. 

Jambs E. Haevbt, Eaq^ Ire., tf., 4re. 



Jifr. Harvey to Mr* Seward, 

Xo. 328.] Lruation of the United States, 

lAAtm, March 31, 1865. 

Sib; The enelosed eopj of a note wblch I had occasion to address to the; 
Duke de Lonld on the 29th instant, aud the papers which accompany it, will 

bring to your notice a vexatious iiicitL nt. wliicli has excited tnuch interest and feel- 
iti;^ in this community. It is not Tit ci h^-^aiy now to repeat the detailt*, pince the 
complete hiatory of the case id related in the note to the miuiiitcrof foreign atiairs. 
It may be ohserved, howeyer, that no moral donht was entertained that the of- 
fence complained of originated in the inexcusable mistake or excessive zeal of 
the imprudent, officer in command of B'-lcm captle, -svliicli, tlioiij^h beiuing a 
very impo^iIlg name, is really little more than a beautilul ui e hi tecturol ornament 
to the harbor, and of uo consequence iu a military point of view. 

The goremment of his Majesty served no notieeof any kind upon me, apply- 
hg to our ships what is known as the 24'hoiir mle, and I feel anthorised to state, 
fr TO til at fact and others, that there was no intention on the part of the responsible 
auihoriti* r* to impose any puch restraint upon their raovementf*. 

In the midst of the confusion and alarm which prevailed during the presence 
of the Stonewall iu port, and the apprehension that a collision might occur iu 
the Tagust Verbal oraers were probably passed among military officers, withonl 
4«fi&ite iaetnictioDS from their snperiorsi wnieh led to this untoward cirenmstaoce ; 
8D0* • 
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Btill the event was of itself of a character which could not be passed by in silence* 
and, after a lapse of 24 hours* I addressed the Duke de LouM in such terms as 
seemed to be appropriate to the occasion, keeping in Tiew tlie propriety of a 
dignified calmness, and not forgetting that onr own government had been recently 
conipromised by a similar iiidiscrt tion. That note was not delivered in point of 
fact at the Foreign Office until yesterday at 11:2.20 u. m., and was seut from there to 
the royal palaceof the Ajuda, where the Bukede Loay was attending the King in 
a eonncil of ministers. It was kept back in order that there might be no ap- 
pearance of precipitancy, and in the hope that the government would anticipate 
the necessity of any communication whatever. 

At the usual audience of the diplomatic body later in the afternoon of yester- 
day, the Duke de Loul(3 stated to several of my colleagues that be was gratified 
' with the moderation and tone of my representation, and that he would respond 
to it by ample reparation for the wrong. I permit myself to hope that this 
proceeding may merit the approval of the dej)artmont. 

The shots which struck the Niagara did not inilict the least injury, or I should 
have required the repairs to have been. made. 

1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES £. HABVET. 

Hon. William U. Seward, 

Secretary of State. 



No. 1 

Ctmmtitn Craven to Mr. Harvey. 

UxiTtD States Frigate Nugara, 

LMm, Mmrth 28, 186S. 

RiK : "With the ohjpot of shifting her Uorlh further tip the riv«^r, so us to be nriiror the usual 
laniiiiig slmiLs, at about ;i. 15 p m., llic Nia^ani was got un«h>r way with a reg^ularly authurize<l 
Portnput>M? pilot on board, and was ubuut being turned head "up stream," when three shuts 
were tiled in rapid succession dinn-tly at iier tVoni Castle Heleni. Supposing that the officer 
•counnanding the fort mi<*ht have biH'u un<k'r the inipressiuu that 1 was in the act of followiugf 
itbe pirate Stonewall out to sea, and had tired those guns asa WUlUDg not to proceed, I im* 
juodiately ordered tnir dag to be dipped, or hauled part way down, a sigiial tXuit hJa warning 
waN uudcrstnod and that I did not intiMid to pa^s the fort. 

But, to my astonishment, so soon as those guns could be reloaded, they were again fired at 
my ship, auJ this loo when my flag was at Ualf-uiast and the ship's head being rapidly tamed up 
stream. The firing having been ceased for some few minutes, my flag was run up to its place at 
tlic " pcnk," when almost immediately a third volley of tliu e s}iot.> was firetl at us. At the 
moment this last round was fired at us the port auarter of the Niagara was presented to the 
castle, and DO one but an idiot could have imaginea for a moment that there was any appearance 
of intention on my part to quit the port. 

The ofiicer who perpetrated this gross outrage upon our Q&g cannot invent the least possible 
ezcuae for his conduct, and I feel that I have only to snbmit this statemrat for year considera- 
.tion, in order tlmt the whole case may be prcsc nted to the Portuguese frovemmenL 
I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

, THOBfAS T. CRAVEN. 

Hon. Jambs £. Harvry, 

Jiinitter liesident qf the United States of AmertM Lisbon. 



Mas. 

Mr, htm la JTr. Mmtr». 

RVA DA EUBXDA, Mwtk 99, 1865. 

My Dear Sut : In reply to your request to be informed of anything I know re^'arding the 
affair between the Unitod States ship Kiagara aud Belem castle, 1 beg to say that I went 
on board taid steatner botwe<bn 3 and 4 o*e1oek yesterday afternoon with my two tons, for the pur- 
pose of ascertain] iif;- what coals she might require; when I spoke to Air. Roberts, the chief 
eagioeei;, he told me that he could ouiy state the quautity exactly, when she got to her anchorage 
near the eitj.; and at tbe was then imder tteaiii, and abont to leare her moorings, he told as • 
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"irc ha'] better pet into our boat nl oiite, whidi wa did. I tbon steered for the Sacnimcuto, 
and at'tcr a few iniiiut* s I beard a ^iiu, followed immediatclj by anotber, atid lookic^^ round 
I saw a shot or two strike the water, and in a short tin«p two or Ibree, or in(»rp, one of which 
pas.sed the Niajrara and Htrnck on the shore, on the south hide, near Porlo Brandao, or the 
Lazarettos when the Niagunrn bead was that way far over oa the aoath Bide, viz., her ktad 
and stern across the river ; this was the last shot 1 saw 6red. 

I mnst mention also that at the neeond or third shot the Niagara dipped her colors ; I must 
also sfiire thnt, as the fide wa< r'uuui^ in, lier bead was necessarily turned down liTer^ there- 
fore she cuuld not make the turn without steaming a little waj aliead. 
I remidii, my dear sir, fitithfollj jwm, 

ARTHUR H. IVEM& . 

Charles Mukro, Eaq, 



Ko.3. 

Jtfr. T^futtt H^toMr. HarMg, 

LisBOy, ^arch 29, 1865. 
Sir; In compliauco with yonrvequcst, wu have to' state that we were vi^itinp^ the castle 
of Belem yesterday afternoon about 3 o'clock, when suddenly a shotted pun was fired at the 
United States sliip-of-war Nia^rani which was then in motion, and immediately after three 
Others were discharged in q^uick succession. Meanwhile the Niagara was plainly turning to- 
wards the city, and afker'her bow was pointed fn that direction, two other gnns were fired at 
her. 

WILLIAM TUFXELL. London. 

AUGUST ARNAUD, 48 Boulevard Pkallo, Ihuri*. 

GEORGE W. WI:RTS. of Philivlelpbia. 

Attachi a la Legation da Elats Unis a Madrid, 

His Excellency James E. n\RVEY, 

MiMtar BuidMl ofUtt UmiUd Statt* at LUbotu 



Mr. H«neg to CotnU «U LamU 

Legation op. the United States, 

LUboit, Murrh JO, 1-^(m. 

Sir: Tbe unpleasant diit}- is imposed upon me of brin^'^ln;:^ t i tli.' attention of hi.s Majesty's 
govemmeut an event wiiich is otticiaHy reported by the Uut i ui LViiuuiodurc Craveu, com* 
mnnicated herewith, (marked No. I,) and which, nnexplaiued, assumes the natare of an act 
of war on the part of the Portugese !ig,\iii>*t the Uniled Stiifi s. witliont notice, cause or pro- 
vocation of any sort. The facts of tlii^i ca.<>e aie so extraordinary that it is ditticuU to believe 
they eontd have ooenned in a oommonity goTonied by the lawa and itsagaa of civilimd 
society. 

The I *uite<l States steamers N iagjtra and Sacramento arri ved in this port on Monday afiemoon, 
the *i7th instant, aud upou entering the harbor we: e vci bully reiiuested by xmie ntVu . i ( ! limiiig^ 
to represent the naval authorities to anchor near Belcm, as much anxiety aud appreheusiou 
were entertained, owin^ to the presence in the Tagus of the piratical croiaer StonewaU. « 
Altboutrli tint !• ipietit involved considerable biconveuieDoe, and waa in no maimer obligaAoiy, 
it was at ouce respected and obeved. 

The two ships remained off Belem until about three o*cloek yesterday afternoon, some 
fire hours after the departure of the Sfouewall. Commodore Craven then ordered iheui to 
be tnOvtMi to tbe u^ual place of mooriofr of vetisel^-of-war, which is more convenient for in* 
tereonrse with tbe city. Tbe Niagara was under the charge of a regularly licensed Portngueee 
pilot in M iluiicr fliis cbaripe of ii 'wiriun, and he alone directed her movemeMfs. As Hoonasthe 
eiiip i^iii undei Hiiy to be lurned, lielem castle discharged three shotted guus iu quick succes- 
sion direcriy at the Niagara, without previoas warning of any kind. As Commodore Craveu 
8tippos<-d that this hostile and uuwarrantable act proceeded from some misapprebeusion on 
tbe piirt of tlie officer conunauding at Belem, the tlui; of the Niagara was immediately 
dipiK-d or hauled partly down, a signal which is universully understood to express subinissiou 
to the governing authority. The gnns were reloaded and fired in tlagrant disregard of this 
token. Tbe national tlag of tbe United States was then hoisted at the peak, and while the 
bow of the ship was actually turned to the city, tbe guns of the castle :i;;aiti opened fire. 
These proceedings were witueseed bv numbers of persons and are verified iu detail by the 
italements marked Noe.' S and 3, which accompany this note. 

Three of the fhots stniek tlie Nia.rara at dilVerent parts of the ship, and if UO life was 
Mcrificed, it was not because the gunners at Belem ca:itle did not do their best regardless of 
Mmaqoeaees. If llw Niaaan did not respond to this warlike demonatmkion, as aha waa, 
MdiattUI, entitMtDdo^ttnuiybaattcibated to tha ciiigolar prodenoa and foibeanmoe of 
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Commodore Creren, tvho with Wcoming Ininianitj wished to avoid thei effiiftion of blood. 

and to spnrc iniuH'fnt persons from tlio jK-naUy vs liirli tin y \mhiI(1 liavp inpvitn^)Iy <liaretl 
with till' atulinrs) of this (.nni*', if thi* bioHdside of the ^iiuguru lind bt-en onco opum-d upon 
Ctmth- r.i U'tii. A state of actual war would have then wm inaugurated, the consf^qaenees 

ol" which 1 do not ptrniit iny.self tu conti'inplnU-. 

It is assumed with eutiio (•t)nfideneo that Lis Mnjesty's (jovernuicnt has iu no way author- 
izotl or Miiuctioued the acts whioli an- now pri'^ented to notice, thouph it is not easy to recon- 
cile the fact of a militar}' officer at all competent to comniund a post proceeding to suck 
violent extremities without the knowledge or consent of liis govcmuient. Bnt whether that 
oili CI T acted witli or \\ !t)ii>iit ii)>;nR't!uns, the ac tual TC^poluibility is the SSmOi thODgh die 
moral aspect of it majr be ujoditied by explanation. 

The facts of the case admit of no dinpnte, and of no extenoation, whether the plea he 
inir-fipprchension. hotzea!, ui ifrnmaiu f of duly. Tlio .unicaMe rt lnf ions hetwcni pitvt i nnients 
and the grave questiuuii of peace and war are too nionieutuuii iu theuiDvlvcs to be com- 
mitted to the keeping ef a caprice, pas^ioni prejudice or partiality. 

The cojiviotion i< cTitrrfiiiiH '1 fli.it his Miijocly's fjoveninii-nt will rcfrnrd this matter in the 
ouly light that it cun be vieueil with due respect to lopal and moral ohli<;!iti«uis, and will be 
glad of the opiMinunity to disavow ateneeall rssponsibilitr for the wronpr, accompanied bj 
lin'I'fr Hcknuwifdjrnient and atonement, to reijuire the fiap- of the Uniletl States to ho 
saluu'd ill turni with a uutionui salute by lieleni castle, aud the national fortiticatious and 
slii}>s in harbor at a day and homr to be named for that pnrpo^, and to Tisit the officer who 
din ctrd the firinp upon the Niagara with the most exemplary punishment. 

As itis desirable for both ]mities that a question of this character should not be allowed 
to lianfT in suspensr, and as there is no necessity or rea-son for discussion since the proof is 
conclusive, the hope is indulg^ed that his Majesty's government will find it convenient to 
sip:nify its pleasnre within fot ty-eighk hours afU>r the deliveir of this note, in order that the 
decision may ]>e inadt kuowu to niv govci iiiiient, by the British packet which Can be intet^ 
ccptod in lielaud uu Sunday jiext by the telegraph. 

In dosing this commnnicatton, I beg to assure yonr ezcellen<7 of a sincere and earnest 
ilcsin' on luy j iit ti> avoid any and every form of complication, snd to Strengthen friendly 
relatiouh buUvet-u the two couutrieti iu the most euduriug mauuer. 

I avail myself of this opportonify to reiterate the sentiments of my highest eonsiderstioa 
and respecL 

JAMES E. HARVEY. 

His exceUenc^ the Dcm m . Loul^:, 

JftatsCer and Suretarji o/ SUUefvr Foreign Affwr$, 



Mr, Harvey to Mr, Seward. 

No. 831.] Lboation of thb United Statbs, 

Lisbon, April 7, 18C5. 

Sir : I have now the holior to comninDicate a copy of the note of the Duke 
do Louie in reply to the reprefontation regarding the indignity and violence 
offered to the United States 8t('jitti«'r Xia^'arH, by the jjovernor of Beh-m castle, 
on the 2Sth of ^larch, aud ot my ackuowletigiuent and acceptance of the same. 

It ehould be stated in this connexion that the flag of the United Statn wae 
ni.'«ed above the main tower of Belem castle yesterday at noon, and fonnally 
saluted with twenty-one gnns. The Niagara returned the salute as an act of 
courtesy. Tlii;' was the iirst occasion upon wliich the flag of a foreign nation 
ever floated over the tower of Belem, it being reserved exclusively for the royal 
etandard. A flagstaff is erected upon the lower part of the castle for salutes of 
ceremony. 

' I have the honor to he* sir, yoor obedient servant, 

*JAM£S £. HAILVEY. 

Hou. William II. Skvvaru, 

Secretary of i:>taU, 



The Duke de LouU to Mr. Ilartey. 

DSPARTMEIIT OF STATE FOA FORSIGN AFFAIRS, 

March 31, J 865. 

I received yesterday the note which yon were pleased to addresn to me under date of the 
tOth instant, calling attenti<m of hie lii^eety*s govcnunent to the disagieeahle occonence 
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-'Uch OB tlie pravioos day had tak«& plaoa with the United Statei ships Kiagan and 8aera> 
■ratow 
Ton obsM'vu- - 

1. That these two voi'sels ImviiK-- cnton -1 port of fliis t ji])i< il on Monrluy. tijo *20th in- 
Haai, it was virtimlly reuueatuU ut' tbom by a naval officer, lu tUe uame of the rospvctive 
. Hdbofftj, that th^ woola anchor near Bolem, seein^^ there existed apnrehensioni and feare 

•riap to th*' steHiiier StoiunvHlI be-ins' thou in the Tii^'iis. a n'r\m'M wl.ich Cotniiifuloro ( 'ravi-n 
»p«c(od an<I ohcj^-ed, uotwiihfttaudiii|^ that it implicj great iucouvt-uifiK-t*, aud watf uut iu 
MT way oMi{r»<ory. 

i. ThAt both vt'Hdels remainctl at the point thus imlicatfil to fh<Mn until iit-nr 'A u. m oftho* 
d»r before yesterday, near five hours aft«r the sUirtintj of the .Sioiiru all, ihe .said coiiiiiiodoro 
Mniog then hU orders to wci^h aochor and protteed to the u^ual mooring' f^ruuiid of men* 
tf-Kar, which is le^ inconveiiictit for cominunicatiDg with the liltore; but that m* soon ns 
tk»* Niagara comnai'nced movinp, so fw to turn round, thrws ithotfl in Buccessiou were tirt-d 
iirectly at her, witiioiit any previous warning of atjy kind from Melem fori. 

3. That Conamodore Ciaveii» sapposing thi4 hostile and ttDjaatitiable act to proceed from 
MDB misapprelienirion on the part of the commander of the tower, immediately lowerrd hid 
fia;r tw a sipnal uiiivt i >a!!y !i< kuowledj;cd to( Xj)i< -<s siiltuiission the eonstiruti d )itifh<>ri(y ; 
but that, uotwiihattauding, tbcy coutinuud to liru ou him iu ilagraut disregard of said 8i£uul; 
lad tliat hoistitig: then the national fla^ of the United States at the peak, and when tlie Dowe 
o>f th'- N'iMrrara wen- nli-p.tdy tiirni;i] towards tlie citjr, the firing was continued, three of tlio 

shjU Miikni^ that Khip iu ditfureut poiut». 

Yi>u add that you have full fitith in tiie faet that hi.-i Maje-^ty's rvovorninent in no way an- 
thjT'.u^] or saiu'tioiiod tlie a<-t-i to nhjch ymir Siiid note refers, hut that u!i»-t!i(-r snid ofKrer 
vU-J nuder i!i;>tructiuus or not the ri-spoiL-^ihility i« all alike, howevt-r iiiui h its moral H«'|iect 
Kr&v bi- tuo<liHed bj meauH nf explanations ; and you oonclode by dc >laring tluU yon oontide 
ic h\>. Mnjej-iry's government that it will not deny that prompt and complete reparation which 
iMjr U- due. and will hasten to make known it« disapproval of the conauct of whosoever may 
UvK thwarted its poo^l intention'*, aud have offended the tla^- of the I'nited States. 

Taking; into due cooaideratioD all that you have exposed, and Assuring you that his 
Havj^t/s <;ovemmnnt preserves unaltered its deeiro to maintain and fltren^rthen everyday 
■ori- Hud more its friendly relations with the Vnileil Statrs, it i-^ my <liity to add that the 
hcto treated of iu the note you were uiuuied to wlUress lo me yesterday shall not put a i>top 
*6u» dssire iu presence of the foliowin^ franlc and loyal i«piy : 

With res'M-ot t<> tli>' Hi-tof thi- thn-c nbovp-tiipntiunod points, it is my duty to say flmt -n 
Pi^-nu;Ml, as iu ail other civilised countries, it is-tlio exclusive attriloite of the national au- 
tliLiity lo reirulute the police of its poTtM in Hiieh manner as may he Judp-ed most convciiii nt. 

To t'oiumudi>re Cruven wrn- itidH-afe<l, by tlie cotnpetent autlutrify, the points in the Ta- , 
fu« where, the two inen-of war, Nia{}^ra and Sacramento, should anelior. Ou this <K-oasiou 
*-'<>u.iDodore Craven did not manifest the slip^hte.st wish to select any other anchora^, and 
nobody cOuld have gnpposed that ho did nttt consider as ohlifratory in the port of Lisbon that 
wfcifh is so in all other military ports. Further, if Commodore Craven entertained any 
iJouUs (.n this head it would have becu natural for him to have reipusted information thereon 
km the aolbohtjr who comtntmtcated to hiiu said iuformation, but no tuformatiuu was aaked 
(Vi vldeh iliowa that the point indicated and accepted as anchoraf^e was considered ohliga- 

to the second point, it occurrs to me to say that the authority who trans- 
■ittsd to Commodore Craven the indication as to tlie ancliorage ^nnd, informed him at the 

nnif lioie that tlie Xiajrara and S:t rruncntn, havitij^- t-nten-d the pc»rt of I/tsb tii. should not 
•«ive uutil alter the lap.>>e of tweut^ -four huui:4 Iroiu the sturtiug of llie StouuwuU, which was 
l^io the TafTua waters. 

Hv»- liniirs had not yet i-Inp-cd since tlio Slon>'\vall had Wfi'^h. .1 iiiichor njid i[')itf«'(l t'lo 
P'rt, v^UifU the Niagara /iud 6aciameulu began to move, keeping their hnwn imucd toward.-i 
t^ W. 

Ihe Niagara gradually approached the tower of JBeieni, and always with her bows in the 

dir»>ction« 

N'jtwiihstanding' that this vessel had anchored near the I'ortug>-se corvette Sagores, whence 
W eioanated the above-mantioned comuuinicatioos. Commodore Craven did jaot iutimato 
lo the corvette or to the competent authorities the movement wliieh be Intended to 

"'•-fu;!.-. It niu>t 1k! further added, that if tin- N\a;:ara had k' j>t lu r ni>>orni;j^> tor a vt-ry 
Ume luuger, the tarn of the tide to the ebb would have placed^er in a po.sitioQ to pro* 
^ t« the new anchorage grounds, and to avoid tlie movements which gave rise to the 

K^>=* t'r«»Hi livluui tower. 

rii/«>ugb this cuucurreuce of circumstances it was to be supposed tliat the uiovemeuts of 
vL'ailed Statea ships indieatsd the purpose of quitting the uort of Li>bon. 

llmwt call your aff«'nfion very particularly to this point, because, it Counnodore Craven 
N DitnifiMted hia de-Hire to chaogo hi« anchorage, the authorities would not have opposed 
^^iM-ivea to the carorittgontofiiia wish, and all the subsequent events would have been 

"Ui J^rence to Uia last part of your note, I must bring under your couaideratiou that 

t 
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in rniii"irrnifr with intcniationnl riplits. liis Mnji-sty's }r<">vcrnmcnt conld not, nnd nnfr^t not, 
to ali^tain troni its duty ot' issuinp; tlio uocf ssmy oidprs to ])rt'vtut, by every iik uum, tlio sail- 
injr of the Niafrat.i und Sacramento l)cfon' tli«' stinulat«>(3 time. 

In consequence of tho first movement of the Niafraru it became the duty of the governor 
of Beli'm tower to order the firinj? so Ion i;^ as the Khip did not indicate that her movements 
hiid not for tliidr olijfct thi' (jtiittiiirj «tf tlic jjort of l^istion, but iiiiiiiediiitely tbat CViinniod^ >; 
Craven showed that he bad not such an intention, and hastened to mak«> a si(|rual indicating 
irabmiMiioD to the warning^ g:tTen him, the governor of Belem tower ought immediately' to 
have reused firiii»;. 

• This did not happen, as the firing still continued after the Niagara had changed her direc- 
tion, and mceivint^ the 1a«t shot when she was abeadj steering with her bows turned towards 

the city of Ij>-1)i>!i. , 
Coiiimodori' Craven's prudence diMj)1iiyi d in this last period is worth v of praise. 
With -that frankness and lojralty w hu h guide the conduct of ids >faiesty's p)V(>rnni< nt, 
ruid from which it lU'Vfr swei"V( S, it my (hity to declare to von that the shut-, lin <I tVorii tlio 
tower of Jkdcin sul>>i t|iifiiily to the uiuim ut iu which the Niagara lowered her th»g eouriiti- 
tutes a fact wliich his .Mui-'sfy's government tlei-ply deplores — a fact which wjvs completely 
independent of itH %vill, ,nnd whieh is de>erving i>f its di-a;ij;rn\ nl ; the conduct of the gov- 
ernor of IJeleni tower, who went beyond the instructions c<.imiuunii uled to hlui, being in this 
part wortliv of reprimand. 

Under tiitae circumstances his Majesty's government considers that a reparation is due to 
the TTnited States, and in confumiitv the goventor of Ikdcm tower shall be dismiss«'d M itliout 
del: y : ]\U .];>-it °< :il -h.iU be published in the first order of the daj of the army, and subse- 
quently iu the Dtario. 

This categorical explanation precludes any Idea that, on the part of hisMnj. ^^ty's gorem- 

mcnt tlure I xi.stt d the remotest iotCUtion of otTeni c to lli,> flatr of the I'liited ,^!.itfs. 

Hut a veiy siiort time ago, in its conduct towards the Stonewall, did his Maje^^ty's gov* 
crnuieut, give evident proof to the United States of bow much it has at heart the acting with 

justi( <• nud h>yalfy. 

In vii;uo tlic fon ^'oing considerations his Majesty's government thinks that no doubt 
can exi-'t D'tritrirni;.' the sentiments w hich have alwuvs animated it in continuing in gnod and 
amicable n I;i"ii>; s wiili ti c rui^ il Siatt >. and which it doires to strengthen niore and more. 

I avail oi (hi> oppoiiuuiiy to renew tiie assurances uf my must Uistingui&he*! con^ith-raiiuu. 

DUQU1£ J>E LOULfi. 

JaM£8 £. IlAttVEV, Esq., jfC., isc., SgC 



Mr, llartty to Ute Duiie de I.oulf. 

Legation of the United Stati-j?, 
Luton, AfrU 6, 

8fU : I have tlie lionor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr note of the Hist March, and to 
pay that the explanations and reparation made for an act of unjustitiable violence towards tho 
Uuitetl States steamer Niagara aie accepted, tliough it would have been more agreeable to niy 
government if they had come spontaneously and without the ueci s^ity of an othcial repre- 
sentation, since the facts were notorious to the whole public, and their serious character 
demanded a prompt and thorotigh investigation by his Majesty's government. The privilege 
is reserved for anotiier occasion of deuMinstrating, as can be done witliuiit tic h asi ditiieulty, 
that the views advanced by his Majesty's government, iu re^rard to the international rights 
involved in this question, are In conflict with all the accent eil principles of public law as 
applied to the stains of I'orf iiiral. 

And it is my duty to add, that when your excellency assumas that, " iu consequence of tho 
first nmvemeuts of the NlHgara. it Inrame the duty of the governor of Belem Tower to order 
the firing so hm;' ri-i tin' sImj* did not indicate that l.er movements had not for their objoet the 
quitting (»f tlie jinit of l^islniu,'' a grav«- responsibility is accepted, and a doctrine is as- 
serted, which, w ith less njoderation and pnioence than were manifostod on tliat particular 
oc<Tisi«iii by Commodore Craven, rtii'^'hf liavc |>r(iv<i1<cd a very ditVerent state of fuels from 
that which now hapjiily exislj*; for, had il been understood tliat his Majf.sty's government 
considered the governor oi lltdem in **duty*' bound to fire shotted guns at a ship-of-war of 
the United States without wariung. precaution, or injurv- of any kind, it is quite sure that 
those shots would not have been accepted lis evidence t>f the friendly asstjrances which have 
bec-n protes;e«l so strongly. On the high seas when a ship-of-war desires to exandne a sus- 
picious vessel a bianli cartridge is tired as tlie first notification of tb«' intended puipose. If 
that notice be disregarded, then at least one and sometimes two shotted guns are discharged 
acro)-s the bows, aiid. as a la-t Miternntlvc. a shot may be frrcnl at the Imll. The pi actici- of all 
civilized nations has sanciitied this usage as law. If this be the rule tor tlie s«'a, liow uutch 
more ought it to be the rule inside harbors, and especially towards the ships-of-war of fH**ndl7 
nations, liuviug ri^rhts to claim and responsibility to protect thcjo atraiiist unworthy siuipicionf 

As a.mere matter of practice the firing of shotted guas is forbidden as a mudu of warning- 
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eT«a when there is good reason to sappoiie a meditated wrons; and, in the case of the 
Siagaim, taking in riew the position whicn Portugal and the United State* occupy towards 
«a^h othrr tinder the law of Ufttions, that firing; would 1 r mi act of <!' lilinate and Hafrrant 
war accorUiug to the tUii triue dfscrihed as a "duty" by liis Majesty's governuieut in the 
paragmph alraady died from your exo llency** note. 

T\u' conijtleto power of liis Mjij<'>ty'.s povt rinin-nt to n ^ulnlt tin- jinlii-c of the ports of the 
kiugJom htts in uo iiuiuuer Inen i|iie.sli<)iied. 1 hut powu isu ujuural attribute of HoveiX'ignty, 
but police regnlations may not di.-<criniinatc jmrtially and to the pngadico of friendly Aft* 
tions. Ships-uf-wur of the United States do not enter Portujnie^e portx upon mere ^ufTernncc, 
rabject to tnc caprice, conrenienco. or orders of local Mibordinates. They come clotlied with 
ill*- r";:lit«; ^uaiaiii« t il Ity tn afy and hy the public law, which are fully reciprocati «I mi the 
put of the United Stntei^. They carry with them wherever they go the ensif^n of natioiiaUty, 
ibd Tpprfwent the dignity and lionor of a gorernment wbich respects the rights of otliers, and 
is cdJi 1 I' iif to maintAiu its own. Those ships-of-war Hr<' ^peciH!ly instructed to nianif»'8t, 
snd Lave always shown, the utmost ros}>ect and courtesy towards tlie authorities of her 
Majej^iy's ^ovemuient, ^vinir a most si^ifnal proof of that cllspoiittion in the very esse tinder 
fonsiilt ratioii, hy acceptin;:; and obeyiiifj flu- vfibal rcfiuest of an unknown subonliimfe to 
sru bor at lic-leni, in the pres«iucc of the fact that a pirate or privateer was allowed to proceed 
vrithont obji-ction or restriction to the anchor^>e assigned to re^^^ular vtMAclH-of-war. The 
\'nist«^ States claim the same privileges that are conceded to other nations in this respect^ and 
wiicn they iuvolve indij^putahlu rights they will be a.s«erted. , 

I permit myself to hope that raeasores will be taken to prevent the recurrence of any such 
incident as that which lias reci'ntly engaged nttention, because it is not always possible to 
ursuTf the same calm demeanor in presence of such great and serious provocation. 

I avail myself of this oj^ctnnity to lenew the assurances of my most distingnished 
consideration. 

JAMES E. HABTET. ■ 

His Exc ii< V the Pi KT nr. T.oi i.f:, 

MinUur and Suretarjf o/ SuUt/or Foreign Affairs, 



Mr, Seward to Mr, ffareey. 

^Q,nO,] Dbpartmknt OK Statr, 

Wa^/dVLrfon, April 22, 18G5. 

Sir: Your dospntchps Nns. 32.*;. 320, 327, nnd dated rospeotiv. ly ^Farch 
12, March 18, March 28, and March 31, have been received. Nos. 320, oSi , and 
328 have been anbmitted for peramil to the Secretary of the Navy. Yonr pro- 
eeedings raktive to the rebel ram Stonewall and the firing upon tbe United 
States frigate Niaj^ara from Ca?ll«? Belem are apprdved. 
I anif air, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM n. SEWARD. 

JlJIIta £. Habvby, Esq., !yc., ^v,, Luibom, 



Mr, Harvey to Mr, Seward* 
Ko. 335.] Legation of the TImtfd States, 

Lisbon, April 2^, 1?=!65. 

Sir: I communicato herewith the copy of a note which I addressed to the 
Count de Avila on the subject of the recent royal decree regarding the admit- 
M of eereale into the ports of this kingdom, which decree affects injnrionslv 
the interests and the rights of the United' States under the treaty with Portugal. 
I have tbe honor to be, air, yonr obedient servant. 

JAMES E. HARVEY. 

Hon. William U. Sbward, 

Secretary of State, 
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' Legation op the UinTEO Statw, 

Lisbon, April 2(5, 18(m. 

Sir: A roral docrco, issnod under date of the llth in.stant, and countersigned by the Inte 
Diini.Hiry, lussuinps to establish provisionally the rates of duty that shall be paid in this kinpf- 
dom for the adniisMion of various cereals, difcriminatiiig^ between ports on the sea and what 
•re called portot teean—drj ports. This ducrioiioation not only drairr invidiouA discrimina- 
tloh between coantilei staging upon tlMiaara looting by eommtrdat traallet with Portugal, 
but it (loes .so with a prejudice OD the one ilde and a partially on the other that axe ineonaiat- 
ent with those obligations. 

For example, a oaty of stx btradred reis per hundred hflojniinmieii ie Imposed on wheat In 
grain and ei^bt hundred rcis on Mliciit in fiotir in the sen port-;, while but two hundred aiMl 
war hundred reie, respectively, are imposed on the mnw artit U-s in the dry ports. It is 
very well known that tne only dry ports are those alon^r the Spanish frontier, wbieii are wholly 
inaccetwible *n all other nnlions, lun! consequently the efTt'Ct of the decreo in its exHtinp form 
is to give a jMekireuce io the productions of Spain, at the expense of other countries eujujiu^ 
the same rights. 

. Article tliiee of treaty b<'tween Portugal and tlie Unifed States dechires as follows ; • 

"No higher or other duties shall be iuipoHed on thu iiiipuitalion into llio kiugduiu and pos- 
■esaions of Portugal of any article the growth, product, or manufacture of the United States 
of America, and no higher or other duties shall be imposed on the importation into the United 
States of America of any article the growth, product, or manufacture of the kingdom and 
possessions of Portugal, than such as are, or shall be, payable on the like aitiele, Deing the 
growth, product, or manufacture of any other foreign country." 

It lias Deen sliown tliat the terms of the decree are in conflict with the arUde'of ibe treaty ' 
by a large disciimination inTavor of Bpaalsh grains and flour, to tlw iiynry of thoee of other 
countries. 

At this time thm are, at least, ten American ships at Porto loaded with grain, the growth 

and product of the United States, nnd otliers are ilaily expected tt) arrive hen- utmI tln rc. 

Those cargoes are nut fairly subject to the prejudicial distinction which the decree lissumos 
to make for the exclusive advantage of one nation over all others, and, ttierefore, this repre- 
sentatioii is now made in the expect^ition and beliel that Iiis Majesty's {juvernment will take 
imuu'diau nil n-sures to correct an error i>u manifest iu it^elt, urgent in its operation, and 
so violative of the spirit of the treaty. 

The luijie is cntertaiueil, inasnuich a'^ flu --o are large interests at stake and an important 
couunerce may bo seriously affected, liiat this matter may at ouce engage attention. Tlie 
cargoes in (piestioa will not lie discharged frmn the ships until tlie decision of his Mijesty^s 
government is known. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew the assurances of my most distinguished consider- 
ation* 

« JAMES £. HA£V£Y. 

His Excellency the CouMT Dfe Atila, 

Jtfinistsr ami ftenfaty of StaUfor Fvnign Ajfmin. 



Mr* Harvey to Mr, Seward, 

Kg. 336.] LEGATiOiN of the Umted Statb^!, \ 

Lisbon^ Ajtril 2S, 1S65. 

Sib : Mr. Adams telegraphed me last night from London the terrible news of 
the asBassination of PireBident Linoolo, and of the atrocious attempt upau the 
life of ^Ir. Sewnrd on the same eveoing^the result of which is not yet known 

here — t V tlie Inind of another assassin. Thes'e evente have excited tlie pro- 
foutidi'rit emotions in all the circles of Lii^bon, and luive called out general and 
particular exprefisions of sympathy and reripcct Irum the government, the diplo- 
matic body, and the comnranity. 

I do not trust myself to speak of this great crime at a moment of mingled 
sorrow and prostration, bnt I may be allowed to say, tliat after the grief natu- 
ral to snch an occasion, the k*en!<L' of humiliation at the thought that an atrocity 
80 awlul could by poiji^ibility be purpclrated iu a country like oui-s is that which 
most masters ana overwhelms me* 

Cbrbtian charitj may, with the blessing of Ood, teach us to bow down he- 
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fore tliii stern trial, bat the stain which it inflicts cnnnot soon be wiped out from 
a name heretofore uutarnisheil by any such act of infamy. 
• If there was anything wanting to complete the fame of Mr. Lincoln, it may 
be found in the crown of martyrdom with which an eventful career in a meet 
ercntfol epoch has been eloeed, to tbe regret of a whole people who shared his 
oonrietlona, honored his virtues, and lamented bia taking off. 
I have the honor to be* sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES £. HABYET. 

Hon. WiLUAM II. Seward, 

Seeretary of State, 



Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward. 

No. 337.] Lboation of TMB Umtkd States, 

Lixbon, May 8, 18G5. 

Sir : I have bad the honor to receive your No. 169» with the proclamations 

referred to therein. 

Attention is specially called to the one which very properly prescribes that 
the measures of hospitality which foreign nations may extend to national ships 
of the United States shall be reciprocated by the United States to the sbips-of* 

war of those nations. 

Iso exception can be taken to a rule so jiint in itr^clf, and bo necessary to the 
dignity and position of our government before the world. 

I am prond to say that no diplomatie action will be needed, here in regard to 
thts p.irticular instruction. Portugal never declared neutrality during tiie war 
now haj)[tily terminateil, and iicvfT conceded belligcrctit rij^bts to communities 
which revolted against tiu; cMiistituted authority in the United State:?. Our 
ships-of-war have used these ports with iho same freedom and entire absence of 
restriction as their own, and have been welcomed with a generous and fKendly 
hospitality throughout. 

Efforts were made at the outset of our sad struggle to induce bis Majesty's 
government to adopt tlie policy and the proclannitioiis of the principal powers, 
but it declined to go beyond tbe declaration of tbe treaty of Paris, of 1866, pro- 
hibiting the equipment of privateers, and the sale of prizes made by soch ves* 
sels. And the royd proclamation to that effect was made at my own instance, 
. and with an object which has served an important purpose. 
I have the honor to be, sur» your obedient servant. 

JAMES E. HARVEY. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Stentary of State. 



Mr. Harvey to Mr. Scicard. 

Ko. 338.] LaaATioN of the Umtkd S tatks, 

Lisbon, ]\Inij 11. JSG.'>. 

Sir: The papers herewith enclosed will bring to your view the proceedings 
of the Cortes in regard to the recent melancholy event which has so much 
shocked the eiriliied world. 

The note of tbe minister of foreign affktra only communicates the action of 
the chamber of deputies, because tbe motion in that body specially required it 
to b<; done, while tbat in tbe jx-ers did not do so. I have tbouglit it Ix r^t, bow- 
ever, to send a tran^jluted copy ot tbe full proceedings in both braucbeb of the 
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Corte!*, in order tluit their spirit maybe the better approciiifed. Tlie tardy 
publication of the official Journal does not perujit at this time (on the eve of tho 
departure of the mails) such a tmnsl itiou ad 1 des»ired to furuish, but the gen- 
eral tone of the speeches is fairly reported. That of Mr. Rebello da Silva, in 
the peers, was remarkably eloquent and touching, and has received very im- 
perfect )ti-<ti('e at the hands of the ir.-infilator. In tho pressure of the moment 
it li-is heeti tound impracticable to trautdato one of the addrcsdcSt which ia com- 
municated iu the original. 

It seemed to me otdy becoming .to make an acknowledgment of the note of 
the chamber of deputiei*, and I beg to enclose a copy of my l(>tter to that effect. 

Every manifestation of respect to the mem ^ry of the late President Lincoln 
wliich could he expected or desired has been made by tins fjovernment and people, 
both in an oiEcial and iu a private manner. Hid Majesty the King, immediately 
npon being informed of the sad event, sent me the kindest words of sympathy and 
regret. Every member of the goveroment called in person to express similar 
Bcntimcnts, and when our ships-of-war, the Nia<: ua and Kearsarge, exhibited 
the customary signs of mourninp; on Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday last, tho 
Portuguese national ships not only united iu a similar observance, but Castle 
Belem also responded to all the salutes by order of the authorities, and without 
any notice or request on onr part 

. While npon this subject, I may be permitted to remark, as quite worthy of 
notice, tliat the ])opular legislative bodies of the different states of Europe have 
taken the initiative in nt>nrly all the expressions of public sympathy. Such a 
tribute was not only fining iu itself towards our lamented President, but the 
fact is si^ificant of a mighty change and progress in ideas and usages, as it ia 
of a coming time in the near future when the peoples of Europe will chiim the 
right to assert those great principles of political and personal liberty which 
Abraham Lincoln illustrated so well, and for which he may be said to have evtia 
* made a sacrifice of his life. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient serrant, 

JAMES £. HABYEr. 

Hen. WfLUAM H. Srward, 

Secretarjftf State, 



HOUSE OF PEEBS, 
SeMim tf M«jf 6, 186S. 

Mr. KbbkLLO da Silta. Mt. Speaker, I desire to bring forward some considoratioos in 
an affair whifli I ^li om of iiiijiortanoe; mj olgeet is (o present mj reaaoos for the motion 
which I shall j>rt;seutly iutruduce. 

The house m aware, bj ofBckil documents published in the foreign papers, that a criminal 
evont lias plunpfed in grief an<l rnouniing a great nadon on tluD oUier tide of the Atlantio-^ 
the itou oilul republic of the Unife<l States. 

The CofmT d'AtOiA. I deflire to speak on thig inddent on the part of the government. 

Mr. KKitKLi.oDA Srr.vA. I 'resiiU ut Abraham Lincohi has been aasa^rinatedin the theatws, 
almost IU ilie verj* arms of \n< wile ! 

The perpetration^ of thin t ruel act hae caused profoond pain In America and in eveiy 
conrt <if Kiiropf. Kvcrv (•al)inct nml every parliament have pivon vent to tlifir deep feelings 
on such a painful event. It behooves all civilized Hoci. ti. ^, it becomes almost the duty of 
all constituted political bodies, to cause their manifest l i rt^ to be aecompMiied bj tho sin- 
cere enression of honror and profound pain with which thej deplore acts bo grave and crim* 
inal. CHcftr, hear.] 

It very otten happens, apparently thronirh fatality or through the sublime disposition or 
nntathomable mysteries of Pravideuce, which is the most Cliristinn historic law, that in tlu} 
life of nations at> in that of individuals, after attaiuiuij the hiprhest position ; after consunmiat- 
itip the most ( vi ntful dt siiny. din] cv* n huviiip reached the very hin^hest steps in tin m of 
humangreatuess, when the road appears suddenly easy and smooth, when all clouds disap- 
pear from the hoiiion and the bric^rtest light enlivens every object around, it is then that an 
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inTisible band raises itself nn from darkness, that an occult and inexorable force arms itself 
in silence, nnd bmndidbinc^ tne poii^nard of a Bmtus, pointing the cannon of a Wi7llinrrt<)n, 
or prcsentiiij; tlio poisuiied cun of tli ' Asiatic kin<;s. tl.isbes down froui the licijjlit-i the trinin- 
phaut and laurelled victor, and co^ts hiiu at the fuut of Pompejr's statue like Ctcsar, at the 
feet of exiiansted fortune like Kapolcon, at tbe feet of tbo Roman colossus like Hannibal. 

The mission of all proat iiifii, <<t" all hnoc^, who arc lookci] npoii almost as demijjod.'*, 
while receiving, as they do, from ubuve, that Kburt-livud oinuipotcucu which revolutiuiiizcs 
society and transforms nations, passes awaj like tbe tempest's blast in its fiery car, and 
nn>Tin !if» Jifterwiii ils (hi>ln s it.-clt n^ninst tlie efennil harriers of iirijio-isihilify, thc^ • !»;irricri 
^ hieh none can go beyond, and where all the pride of their epheuicnU power is h^uibled 
and red need t A (lust. God alone IR hnmutiible and great. 

I>i Hth strikes tlic ]i!<iw, or niiii attains them in the hi i-jht of thi-ir power, as an evidenro 
to till princes, con<|U)'rors, and uatiuui^, that their hour is hnt one, and short; that their work 
becomes weak, lis u'.l hnman work, from the moment that tbe lominoiiaoolamn which guided 
them is extinguished and darkness overtakes them on their way ; the new rood which they 
have carved out, and whereby they expected to prweed undunnted and secure, have turned 
into abvssert w Urw they have fallen and (K-rishod from the moment that the Most High nimi* 
bered tlie dajrs of their empire and their ambition. [Hear, hoar.] 

Tbts has been witnessed as a terrible example, as an admirable lesson, in the eatastrophcB 
•which have ovci taken the mos: eoiisi-ii udiis men in history; and thus do we this day see tho 
recent pag«>8 of the^aunuls of the powerful republic of the United States spotted with the 
iUustrioQS blood of one of its most remarkable citizens. 

At the clo.si' uf the first four yt ars of a government, durinji^ ^vMi h war }>ecaine Ins motto, 
the President of the republic iti suddenly struck dow^u at the momeul of his triumph, aud 
his now ioanimnte and paralysed bands let fall those niva of admlnbtration which the force 
ftnd eneriry of his will, tlie c*)-operation of his conntrvmoo, the pre.>jfi<.'-t> and suMiinity of tho 
grand idea which he porsouitied aud defended, have immortalized with tlio acclamations of 
millions of arms <m the battle-fields and of voices in tlM jiopular elections. Re-elected, car- 
ric'l a si'coiid tiino o!i the popular hncklers to thes npreine anministratiim of affairs at the mo- 
ment when the ardor of a civil contest was subsiding, when the union of that imiiiense 
dilaceratad body seemed to foreshadow the healing npof the wottnds whence had gushed 
forth for so many months aud in such torrents the generous blood of the free, almost iu 
the arms of victory, in the midst of that populace wlio loved him most, iu the centre of 
his popular court, he suddenly meets with death, and the bullet of an obscure fanatic closes 
and seals up ihfi golden volume of his destiny at the very hour when success promised a 
new life and was welcoming peace with joyful acclamations. 

Tliis is no king who ilisapiiears in the Jarkuess of the tomb, buryinfj with himself, like 
unto Henry the iVth, the realization of great hopes. lie is the chief ot a glorious people, 
leaving a successor in every citizen who shared his ideas and who sympathised with his 
noble and well-founded aspirations. It is not a purple-covered throne whicli has been co%'- 
ered with cra|>e : it is the heart of a great empire which has been cast into mourning. That 
catise of which he was the strennoQS champion has not ceasod to exist, but all weep at his 
htss, ill horror at the crime and the occasion, and foT the expectations which his pure and 
generous intentions had inspired. 

Lincolu, a martyr to the prolific principle which he represented in power and in strife, now 
heiontrs to history and to posterity. Like luito the name of \Vasliinp;^t()n, whose exiiinple and 
priiiciples he followed, his own name shall bo allied with the moaiorublu era to which ho 
btdonge"! and which he appreciated. 

As the champion of freedom in America, Lincoln drew without hesitation tbo sword of 
the republic, aud with the point thereof erased frtun iho code of a frtu* people that anti- 
social sti;r><ia, that blasphemy ng'uinst human nature, the sad, shameful, infamous codicil of 
antiquated societies, the darlk and repugnant abuse of slavery, which Jesus Christ was the 
first to condemn from the height of the cross when he proclaimed tbe equality of men before 
tunl, and which nineteen centuries of a l ivilizatiou enlightened by the Gospel has proscribed 
and condemned as the opprobrium of theiio our present times. [Hear, hear.] 

At the moment that he cast away the chains of an unfortunate race of men, and when be 
eontemphitxd millions of fumre citizens iu the millions of eaianrii) it ' 1 men ; at the very 
moment that the echo of Uraut's victorious cannon proclaimed the emancipation ot the soul, 
of eoosoienee, and of labor; when the lash was about to drop from the hand of the task- 
master: when the former liut of tht? slave was about to lio cnnv rti d into a home ; at the mo- 
ment that the stars of the Uniou, bright aud respleudeut with the gladdeuiug light of lib- 
erty, waved triumphant over the fallen ramparts of Petersburg and Kichmon^ it is then 
that the grave opeii" if- j:isv<. uni] the strong and thepowertnl tails to rise no ifnve. In the 
midnt of triumphs und acciamations a spectre appeared unto him, aiul, Lki tliat of Casur 
in the ides of March, said, Thou hast lived ! 

Far be it from me to enter into the appreciation of the civil questions which have disturbed 
the br«>therhood of tho pamo family in Aujerica ; 1 am neither their judge nor their cen- 
sor. I bow down to a principle, that of liberty, whenever I m e it respected and upheld ; but 
St the same time I bavo learned to love aud cherish anotlier, not less sacred and glorious, 
the principle of independence. May the force of progress iu our days biud again those who 
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havp boon sopamtc<l hy diffproncos of opinion, ami nmy it rocnnrilo tlie ideftS .which exist 
iu the heart, the aspimtiotis, and la th« desire ot u!l gcuerous-niindctl men. 

In this warfare, tlie proportions of whicli have exceeded evervtliingr that han ever been 
seen or heard of in Europe, the vanqui.slied of to-daj* an* worthy of the i;veat raee from whicli ■ 
they descend. Grant and Loe are two friant.i, whom hint^ry will iu future re-«|)ect in »n 
inseparable manner. But the hour of peace was perhaps about to strike, and Lincoln de- 
sirca it asi the reward of his painH, as the result of summarr sacrifices. After the 

exhibition of strength couies toleration; after the bloody fury of battle comes the firaternal 
embrace of citizens. 

Such were iiia manifested intentions — these were the iast and noble wishes which be bad 
formed. And at this very instant, perhaps the only one in which a noble mind is so power- 
ful in doiiirf pood, ami whcti tlie sou! ;i-c< :i'iove whole letrions fts a pncitir i'or. that tho 
baud of the assassin rlAQ» up iu treacberr and cuts off such mighty uud uublu purposes. 
[Hear! Hear?] 

Were not the Ainrrican nati- n a pi^nple prown old in the painful strifes and experiences 
of governmeut, who is there that l uuiil foresee the fatal con^ecjuenccs of this suddm blow i 

who knows hat that, in such a case, the fiery torch of civil war, in all its horribh- pomp 
and t'MTor, would spread itself to the furthermost Scales of tho federation? But happily no 
such calamity is to be api>reliended. At tho time that tho jiress and public opinion have, 
with juHtice and severity, condemned this event, and |fiv«*n expression to their horror at the 
fatal crime, s( utinients and feeliii}^ which are common to the whole of Euio!)o, they pay 
bomaff<" to tla- iticus of peace and conciliation just as if tho j^reat man who first invoked 
tliemliadnot disappeared from the fjreat scene of the world. And I purposely repent tho 
expression great man, because, iu truth, great is that man who, confiding: alone in his owa 
merits, rises from profound obscurity to the greatest heifrhts, like Napoleon, like Washing 
ton, like Lincoln. Who elevate thciii>elvt s to the lu i^lits of powi r and of pr<>atne'S, n >t 
in virtue of the chances of birth or of a noble descent, but by the prestige of bis own ac- 
tions, by that nobility which begins and ends hi 'themselves, and whieh is solely the work 
of their own bands. [Clu ers ; lu ur, hear.] 

The man who makes himself great and famous by his own acts and by bis own genius is 
more to be envied than he who was bom among inherited Mcntoheous of nobility. 

Liii<'«»ln belongs to that priviV ;: il r.vr, to that aristoeiii - v Tii iiifaner his enrr^et-c soul 
was temjiered in po%'erty ; in youtli, labor inspired him witii flii- love of liberty and respect 
for the rights of men. ITp to the age of 22, educateil in adversity, with his bauds hardened 
by honorable labor, while restiiijr iVoin the fatifjufs of daily toil, <lrinkinp: in from the iu- 
Spiied pages of the Bible the lessons of the (itrspcl, and in the ephemeral leaves of tho 
public jtjurnals which the morning brings forth and the evening disperses, the first rudi- 
ments of that instruction which is subsequently ripened by solitary meditation. Light 
gradually and gently illuminat<'d that soul. The wings with which it tiKik its flight then 
expanded and strengthened, the chrysalis felt one brijrht day the rays of the stni which 
called it iuto life, it broke through its' bonds, and rose up from its humble condition to thoso 
luminous spheres where a higher destiny was awaiting its approach. The ftirmer, the 
laborer, the shepherd, like Cincinnatus, abandoned his plough half buried iu the earth, and 
as a legislator in his native Slate, and subsequently in the national Congress, be prepaied 
in the pnblle tribune to become one day the popular chief of many millions of people, the 
defender of tlie n h.ilc principle which Wilberforce inaugurated. What strift s, what airitafed 
scenes, what a series of bereuleau works and incalculable sacrifices are involved and repre- 
sented by th<nr glorious results in these four years of warfare and f^ovemmeut ! 

Armies in the field, such as ancient history speaks not of; iinmeiisi' battles, during which 
the sun rises and sets two and tlneo times before victory declares itself on either side. 
Heavy marches, where thousands of victims, whole legions, cover with their dead eveiy 
foot of the contiuered ground. Invasions, the daring and daugors whereof far surpass the 
records of Attila and the Uuus ! 

What awful obsequies for the scourge of slavery ! What a terrible and salutary lesson 
has this people, still rich and vigorous in youth, given to the timid scmplee of ancient • 
Europe, now the battle-field of princijtles likewise sacred! 

These were tho beacons, tie' land-marks, which guided his grand career. If th(^ sword 
was the instrument iu his hanJs, yet liberty, inspiration, and the courage, which were tho 
outgrowth of bis priueiples, we:e e<iua!ly effective. Trampling down the thorns In his path, 
guiding his gteps amidst the tears and the blood of so many holocausts, hf still lived to see 
the promised laud. Ue was not permitted to plant on that soil the auspicious olive branch 
of peace and concord. When he was ahont to rennite the loosened bond of the Union, 
when he was about to iufuse info t!ie body of his country the vi\ if\'ing spirit . f f''i r iti^'^tn- 
tions, alt43r collecting and reuuitiug its dispersed and bloody members ; wheu tho standard 
of the republic, its funeral dtr|(es ended, its a^fonfes of pride and defeat sileneed and sub- 
sid -il, was about to rise again, and to spn a-l its glorious foM^ over a reconciled ])eoj>le, 
purified ami cleansed from the stain of slavery, the great, athlete tripped in the ring and 
■ tell, thus proving that, after all, he was but mortal. [Hear, hear. Applause.] 

I think this tiriefaiid Imri ied sketcli is quite sufficient for tho occasion. Tlu' dniinber 
being, by its uaiure, by duty, aud by orgnizatou, uol only the couservaior, but the failU. 
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All V, 'iTi''( II nf trnditions nnd prin(iplo<!, \\\\\ not bositate to fake part in the dem on «f ration 
. which iliti cUtctiv e cbauibt-T btu> ulrend/ uduptcd, tliu.s.t'oUowinf^ the example of all the ea* 
lightened parllamenta of Europe. Silenoe, in the piesMice of such criminal attempts, can 
only b<* iiiHiiitniuvd by Hiich aenaloa as am dtunb and Toid of elevated sentiments and 
aspirations. [Hear, bear. ] 

By votin<; tlif present motion the chamber of peom takes n part in the feelings of puiu now 
oxperieniiil by all civilizfl nations. The crime wliicli ba« dofied the can?er of l^incolu — , 
a martyr tu tlic uoble pnnnplea of which this epoch has reason to be proud — is almost, is 
e«i>^entially, a rcf^icide, and a monarchical country cannot but abhor and condemn it. The 
desceadaots of those men who were the first in the Kith century to reveal to Europe the new 
road which, across stonny and unknown si^a-*, opened the pates of the ea-slern world, must 
not i)e tlie last to bow down before the prave of a j^eat citizen and a preat magistrate, Mrho 
himself piloted his people through terrible tempests, and sncceede*! in b adtng them in 
trltunph over the milen rninparts of slavery's stronc'hold. Let each peoplu and each era 
hare its tiw<k and it^ share of >r'.ory Let each illmiinoas dtiaoi haTe his crown of lanrat, 
or bLi civic crown. [Hear, hear. ' Applause, j 

The MmsTRR op FoRRioif Apfairp, Connt d'Avila. As a peer of the realm, be takes 

Imrt in tliis m tiiift sfjition. As miiii^tiT of the cn)wn he had iiln ady done as much, in 

lis own name at fir^t, wiieu mere rumois were circtUated that the crime hud been committed; 
and a<;nin, alter having received the order of hte MiyestT, as soon as no donbt, nnfortonatelyt 
exi-«ted on the subject, in order to show what were the sentiments of the Portogoese goT- 
t-rnnient. 

Mr. Hr.nKiJ.o da Sii.va. Mr. Sneaker, I am rejoiced to hear the words of the minister of 
finance (iiid of forfiirn atfairs. Tli<-y ^rivo evidence that tlio government Ims acted in this 
atfair with that propriety and promptitude which its duty indicated, and wliich An; inspired 
by noble feelings. 1 shall now lay on the table my motion of order, as follows: 

** The chamber of peers deplores, with the most sincere feelings of pain, the criminal act 
which has just thrown into mouniing the sons of a great nation, by the death of the President 
of the United States of America, Mr. Lincoln, who died a martyr to his duty." 

Li. a. Rkbello da 8ILVA, the speaker. The chamber has heard the reading of this motion. 
I do not consider it neeeasnry to liare it again read from the tiAle, as It woald not liaTa a 
better etfect than when read by its author. [Hear, hear.] 

Mr. KeSELLO da 8ilva. The Count d'Avila has likewise signed the motion. 

Tlie Speakbr. Ail the worthy peers who approve of the mouon will be pleased to indioale 
• as much. 

It was unanimously approved. 

The Count d'A vh'.a. I reqaeet that it be leoorded in the minoles that the Totiag was 
imanlmoas* (Hear, liear«l 



[TVanslation.] 

House of DcruTies, 

ftssMeo/Jfaf 3, 1865. 

Thp Prf.«!ii)knt. The proposal jost placed on the table bj the depntj, Mr. Hedeiros, will 

now b«' read: it is as follnwH: 

Proposal: I move that the house do insert in its minutes a sipi^nificant expression of the 
profound emotion with which it received the news of the barbarous assassination committed 
on the person of Mr. Lincoln, the President of the United States of America, and that the 
worthy reprt'sentative of that republic at this coutt be respectfully informed of the deliberatiun 
of the h'»nse on this subject. 

House of sessions, May 3, 1865. The deputy Hoorique Medeiros de Paula Mjedeiros. 

The minister of public works. (Mr. Carlos Bbnto.) I do not know whether the motion 
is admitted, but it a|t|ic:irs to me that from its very natuio. it is of an ni^fiit and exif(i- 
tional character. Ou my part 1 do not hesiAle, in the name oi the govermueut, iu sharing 
saeh a noble and feeling manifestation as the one contained In the proposal. 

Wi 111' till unanimous, in common with the civili/r ] M.'.ii i!!^ 1.! Kuro|>e, in rnndeinnin? an 
act vviiicli has excited the indignation of the whole pi^tple, without i;^pec( to party diittiuc- 
tions. All and every individual reprobates the fatal deed winch has taken place -in the 

Lnitcil States. 

I wiliiIl^'ly take part in the expression of the vote contained in the proposal. I feel con- 
rinced that tlie Portuguese parliament will n it hesitate one moment In adopting the maiii- 
fe^tation of such becominc ''enfimcnts. [Hear, hear.} 

Mr. 55ANt'Anxa k N'a>c<»N( kllos. 1 thank tlie illustrious deputy, the author of the 
motion, for having brought it forward, and I do mi trom my whole heart. 

Mr. PaI'la Miidf.iro.s. I thank the noble deputy for his expressions. 

Mr. Sant'Anxa e Vajscoxcki.i.os If tiie aisastrons war which has existed in America 
during the last thrc« or four years has a jiistitic^tion, it is to be found iu the one piaiul and 
noble mutive which has dominated througUoul the — abolition of slavery. The man who has 
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just follen a victim to tho assassinntion which wc all tlcploro inaintainffl.that nolilo nnd sub 
liine i^tea. la view of the fact which i« in itself so much to be deplored and in prvtit^uce o 
the great and persistent idea of that |*reat citizen, we cannot refrain from being- nnaoimona ' 
in voting the motion. 

The MlMl8T£a of Flblic Wobkk. I spoke iu the uame of the governmcut, and I caa 
assure the honiie that the government has already tendered thone manifestations which ita 

duty and its feelings clearly indicate d. I congratulate myself nu the fact tliat tlie parliament 
was allowed the opportunity, by a &nuutaiieou8 iuitiuiive, of niaiiile^ting its seutimtuts. 
In putting the motion to the vote it was carried nnaulmonaly. 

I have- tho honor of handing 70a copies, inclosed, of a coirmnnication addressed to me by 
the secretary of the chamber of deputies, under yesterday's date, and of the motion referTBd 
to iu said commuuicutiuii, which waft presented iu the session of the !?d instant and voted 
unanimously, manileeting the sentiments of said chamber in regard to the horrible deed com- 
mitted on the person of 1^. Abraham Lincoln, late Ptesident of the United States of America. 

While rcfjuesting you to bring thew? docuuieiit.s bi fou- >ciur f,'MvertUMeiit, it is iny <!uty to 
iuform you that his Mi^esty's governiueut, iuimeUiateiy thai it was iutornied of uXx uveal 
which Iws saddened a nation whose destinies had been confided to such an illustrious magia- 
trftle, issued the needful instructions to his M I'l ~t\ 's niinister in tlit» Tuited Stales, witli a 
view to express to the American government the piofouud regret with wlucii his Majesty iho 
King aud Lis govimment recdvM the news of that event. 

I avaii of this opportunity tordterate the asauranoee of nur most distinguishe<l consideration. 

C02sDii D AVILA. 

Dbpartmbnt of Btatb pok FoftBioM Affairs, tfsf 9, 186& 



Legation of the United States, 

LitboH, May 10, 1865. 

I have reeeived, with deep eniofion, the expression of sympatlty and condolence uttered by 
the honorable cliuniher of deputies in a manner so touching and marked, in referenceio toe 
deplorable event which now saddens the hearts of the American people. 

In tlie very hour when peace bad spread her beniguaut wings over a distracted country, 
he, who by his virtm-s, gentleness, and public worth had inspired everywhere a generoua 
confidence, was struck down by tho criminal hand of passionate resentment. 

The martyrdom with which au eventful career was crowned becomes the legacy not only 
of a nation but of humanity; fur his life was a sacriiice ou the altar of duty. 

A great and a good man has fallen, but the principles which he represented and delended 
60 upi i;xi>t1y and well survive to liuiiur his memoiy, and will coiitmno to live and boclierished 
wherever coustitttt tonal goverameul, liberty, ami justice are resuected. 

The )xople of the United States, who bad learned to value tlie goodwill and honorable 
conduct I'ortngal during a period of strife now hupjiily terminutdl, will welcouio her vt»ico 
of sympathy iu this hour of uuiversul grief as a token of friendship which should bind them 
more closely together. 

It will be my duty to communicate immediately to the government of the Uiiite«l Stales 
the sentiments expressed by tho honorable chamber of deputies, but I cannot peimil this oc- 
casion to pass without couvj-ying, on behalf of the constituted authorities aud for myself 
individually, a united appreciation of this high mark of consideration and respect. 

JAMES £. llAliVEY. 



Mr. Harvey to Mr. Hunter. 

Ko. 339.j LBOAtlON OF, THE UmTEI) 8taTF.8, 

Lisbon, Alay 13, 1S65. 

Sib : A HnBaian sqaadron of four ships, bearing the remains of the late Dae 
H^ritier, eotered. the jTagoe on the monnoi^ of the 10th instant. Xhe United 

States ebipa Niagara aud Kearsarge were then in port. The Russian minister, 
Mr. de Kondriafl'iiky, bad previously itiformed mc of the intentiou of llie stjiiad- 
ron to Come in, and of the ceremonies proposed by tlie Portuguese autijorities 
wheu it should appearand during its stay here. The Niagara hafl just returned 
from a cruise to Madeira, and I at once addressed a note to Commander Orayen, 
requesting him to consult and co-operate with the Portngnese authorities, and 
to Htiperadd to their action any pecuHar tribute of reapect permitted bj the 
naval service of the United States on such occasiuna. 
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Commodoro Cmvcn called npon me soon afterwards to B&y, that as ho was 
to Antwer|). li(> proposed to oflfer his ship as an escort to tbe Bnssian 
squadron. The sup^gestiou Btruck me as a rerj proper nnd becoming cxpres- 
sion of our sympathy, and at the camo time as a raanifostation of friendrihip 
towards a great power which, from firr*t to laat, liad borne itself kindly and COtt- 
eideralely to the United States durin«j our whole struggle. 

*I faWj eoncnrred, therefore, in the view of Gommo4ore Graven, and made 
the intention known to the Ruscfian minigter, in order that he might accept or 
decline th(.^ offer, according to the wishes of his governn:i;^nt lie at onco ex- 
pressed the greatest patisfaction and gratitude for the courteay, arid made the 
purpose known to the Emperor, now at Darmstadt. I received a formal visit 
m>m him yesterday, heing iustmeted, as he Said, bj the Emperor to exprraa 
his acknowledgments for this act of considerate and weloome attention. 

It occurred to me a3 proper for the Kearsarge to accompany the said cortege 
a certain distance to sea; fiift to render our respect the more imposing, and 
next in order that the progrf!HS of the voyage up to a particular point might be 
reported to tbe imperial court. 

I feel qnite confident that n) manifestation of good feeling or of sympathy on 
this melancholy occat^ion could be made here which would not he acceptable to 
the PreBident and the departuifnt, and then fVtrf I have had no hef^it ilion what- 
ever in obeying my own impul.sc;^, bv^cause they responded, as 1 believe, to tbe 
wishes and sentiments of our p^ple. 

And if there had been no other reason to guide me, the expression and con- 
duct of tlie Bnssian government at the great aniiction which has recently been 
deplored by our people, and tlie language of friendly fittnchment addressed to 
the Uiiiti d iStatcs by the oiUcinl press at Saint Peli r.-lun :r, in the presence of 
the world, would have been autiicient lo have determined any little responsi- 
bility on my part, if a doubt as to tbe plain course of dnty had ever crossed my 
mind. 

The Russian squadron is now about leaving the Tagus, under the convoy of 
the Niagara and Kearsarge, her Maje.-^ty's TlcfVnce, detailed from the 

fleet recently here to escort the sq^uadron to Plymouth, and the Portuguese 
sbip Sagree, which will Attend it ceremoniously a short distance. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES £. HARVEY. 

Hon. William TTi-ntrr, 

Acting Secretary o/'btate. 



Mr, Harvtjf to Mr. HwiUer, 

No. 340.] LkoATioN op thb United Statbs* 

Lubon, May 16, 1865. 

SiH : A royal decree was communicated to the Chamber of Deputies to-day, 
dtt>Bolving the Cortes and convolving the chambers, aftes the elections, for the 

30tli of July. 

The new miuisLry found it wholly impracticable to carry on the govemmeot 
with a majority in the popular assembly, which had been instrumental in eaus- 
iug the abandonment of power by its own friends. 

Parties are now in a state of fusion, and the chiefs of opposing divisions have 
banded together in the hope of carrying into oflice a coalition whicli coutaioa 
tbe seeds of its own dissolution, even in the event of a temporary triumph. 

Both sides profess confidence in their ability to secure a m ajority in the 
Chamber of Dejiuties. but die actual ministry has an advantage in the organ- 
ised machinery of official patronage which quite countorbalanoes if it does not 
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exceed the eonbioatioii of etmnge elements wlueh foim tlie impoaaj op* 

poBition. 

TIjc mini^^try of tlio iSrnrquiy do fa da Baiulcira nttrncta tlif synijiatliv of the 
Bubatanlial iuterest^ of the couiUrj, and deaervediy enjoys the couhdtucc aiid 
reepect of the representAtivee of foreign goretKmeatB. 
I have the honor to be, sir, yonr OMdieot servant, 

JAM£3 £. HABV£Y.- 

Hon. WiLUAM Hi NTKR, 

Acting Secretary of State. 



Mr, Harvey to Mr, LwUer 

No. 341.1 Legation op tub Umtbd Statbs, 

LisboH, May 16, 1865. 

8lB: The note from the Count d'Avila which ac Lomj)ani(?3 this despatch 
communicates officially the proceedings of the Chaiuber of IVers in reference to 
the aj^pa.^finntion of the lamented Prej^ident Lincohi. It will he observed that 
the count was associated iu ihe motion which wab pat«iied uuauimou&ly iu that 
body. 

The eloquent speech of the dit^tinguished ontlor Bebello da Silva — the author 
of the pn)j>osition — was included in the note of the minister of fi)reign alfairs, 
having been lecorckd a part of tlie minutes of tin* « h;unber ; but I do not 
now eiicloi^e iti at} uiy Mo. 33b lias already put the dtpartmeut iu pott&eiiaiou of 
a copy publiriied in the official paper. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES £. HARVEY. 

Hon. William Huntkr, 

Acting Secretary nf State, 



CmmI iP Jfftfa t0 Mr, Bmnt§, 

DspARTMBirr OP State for Foreion Appairs, 

May Vi, 1865. 

In addition to my notp dated Htli instant, I have the bonor to hand yon enclosed a copy of 
the comnmuiauiun wliieh, uudi i date of *Jtli, was sent to uie by the vice-pre.'-ident ot" the 
chamber of peei> of the n alin as well OS of the docnmem. a copy of which ucconipanied it, 
containing the uiotii n made iu the eeMion of the 5ih iutitttiit by the worthy peer Luis Aa* 
gii8to Rebello d« 8ih a, » motion in which I took part bh a peer of thereelm, and wMch was 
r iiiii il niiaiiiiiiiiu>ly, to tlit- « lVi ct of having it recorded in the iiiitiutcs h<t\v deep was* tho 
pain experienced ai the news ot the horrible crioie perpeUated ou the person of Mr. Lincoln, 
Fraeident of the United States. 

In the aforenaid document yon will find that part of ti e minutes which refer to tho subject, 
and I have to request that you will be pleaoed to make known to your goveruiucnt the 
manifestations of said chamber on an event which all so deeply deplore. 

I avaii this opportoaitj to lenev^tbe assiuaiiew of my most duitiniruiKhed consideration. 

COU^JT D'AVILA. 

James E. Harvkt, Esq., tfc^ tfc., tfc 



CnAMBER OF WORTHY PEERS OF THE REALM. 

Most Exckllfxt Sir : The chamber of peers of the realm havinfj nnnnimon«i1y rr«n1\ iVl, 
in it«t<tB.Hiou of 5th instant, and on motion ot' the werthy peer Luiz Au^^usto Keb«'ilo da 
SiiVA, iu which tlie worthy petT Count d'Avila took part, to record iu its minuter the ex- 
pression of great pnin wlm li tlie chnuiber felt at tlie m \\ s of tlie liurrible eiiine eonin»itt«-d in 
tlie I'liited States of Auieriea on the person of Mr. I.iiiculii, tlicir illustrious i'residebt, 1 have 
now the honor of handing your <'\eelieiK y tbi- * ii( lns('<l copy containing aforesaid IDOtioa 
and Quu part of the miuutus which relates to the subject, iu order that your exotdlency may. 
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throur^h mch ctinnncl as may ho iV omed most ftppropiiftte^ came tbe BUDe'to made known 
to the guveruiiient of the United 8latea. 
May Ood pre««nre jrottr excellency. Palace of the Ctnu -*, May 9, 1K)5. 

COUNT DE CASTRO, FiwPntUaiL 

His Exctlleucy the CouxT d'Avila, 

MudMUr mnd Seeretarjf of State for Foreign Jffain, 

EMILIO ACHILLES HONTEVERDE. 
Dbpartmbmt of Statb for Forbkm Afpauui, Mmg 1st, me^. 



Mr. JIarvei/ to Mr. Hunter, 

No. 342 ] Lboation of thr Umtkh S tatks, 

Ijislnni, May IS, lS(">o. 

Sir: I have the honor to coninuuiicate hfn'with the tupy of a note iVom tlie 
Count d'Avila, with the proctedirigd of the chauiher of (iepuLi«'.i, in regard to 
tiie replj which I addressed to that distingiushed body on the 10th instant in 
answer to their expression of sTmpalhj on the occasion of President Lincoln's 
death. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant , 

JAMES E. HARVEY. 

Hon. WfLLIAM HUNTBR, 

Acting Seeretartf nf State, 



DEi'AATMLNT Of bl Alt FOR FoULlUN Al'FAlRS, 

Mag 16, ItfliS. 

I have the honor of hftntliiiff you for your information the enclofled copy of a dt sj.atch 
which the sccretarv of the cliaiuber of deputies, now disnolTed, addressed to nte under date of 
13th Infftant, and likewise of the motion which accompanied the same, made by one of its 
niMIl!l( I^. iiud uiKiiiiiiioti.sly v<'ii:<l.on the uccatiion of commnaicating^ to the raid chamber the 
note which you uddiis'-ed to the house ou the iUtb instant. 

I avail of this opportuuity to renew the asNuranoes of my most distinguished oonsideiationi 

COUNT D*AVILA. 

J.UIE^ £. JJauvey, Ju&q., S(c.f ^c, Sfc, 



BtmEAV OP THE SECRETARY OF THE CHAMBER OP ItEPimES. 

Mn*JT K\< rr.I.rNT SiK: I Imvi' thi- Ixmor of tr.in<initt:iiL: to vroir r M-elh iicy, for your iil- 
fonaalion, the euduM'd copy of the au»tiou presented iii this chaiiiht r by uue vi its niemiM^rs, 
and voted nnanimonsly on the occasion of communicating to the house the note from the 

l»^'ati(»n lit" tlif I'liiJffl Stntfs of A iiarifa at t!il- ruiirt, in it^lv (n tlif tiitiiiitV--i;itl(tii of fci-linij 
and ro;rret tiddrcfiaed to suid leyiitiou ou the aiiVLiuUs ;iN>iu>MUuiiun ut tiit- l'K>idtiut ol that 
rtpuhhc. 

May (iod pieseirve your excellency. I'uhicc -.fr!!,- CHt.s.. yi,.y ji,,. r.tti,. i-f;;,. 

JOAC^l i.\ XAVILK i'iMO J>A .siLVA, 

Dtjfutg and Surttarf* 

Hb Excellency the Mikister and Secretary or s r atk 

/i>r Furi ign AJfnirs. 

Tree copy: LMILIO ACU1LI.K6 ilUN iE\ LiaJiJ. 

Department of State for Foreion Affairs, JUajf 16, itjtiS. 

I niove that it be recorded in tlic minntert that the chamber has h( ard with every- dornon- 
*trHt!..ii of tnif r('>|MH l and pntfouiid .xyuipathy the in»te wliicfi lias in.>t Iki U ir.id at tli«' tal)lo, 
W<1 a'l'iressfd to tlu' hous»! by the minister rfsidcut ot' the United S>lates ot" Aint rica at this 
tourt. 

I lurther niov*- tlia? flu' ^rox'fniiin iit Ix iiiNirnied of thi.s drlih^-mtion, in order to commnni- 
**tothe !>aiiie tu the distiujjuished uuimtrr, Jaciuiho Augu.-to de f?!UJl'Auuft e \ aseom-ellos. 

Correct copy: POSIDONIO A. V. PICALUGA. 

mSSAU OP THE SeCRETART OF THE CUAMBER OP DEPVTIBA, Ma$ VS^ lCHi5. 

Jn>e copy : EMILIO ACHILLES MONTEVEBDE. 

I>EPaRTMKVT <>i S rATE FOR FuUElUK AFFAIRS, Ma§ It), ItH^ 

9 i> c 
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Mr. Harvey to Mr. Hunter. 

No. 344.] Lbqation of thb rM i i i) S paths, 

hmhun, June 5, 1SG5. 
Sib: The Russiw minister, Mr. de KondriafTeky, called upon me this morning 
and brought with him the last namber of the ** Journal de Saint Petersboarg," 
(the official paper,) containing an article describing the manner in wbicli the 
Kns«i;iii ?qn;idroii, boarin*? the roniniiif of tli'- iMOiented arcliduko, had been 
received iu the port of Liiiboo, and the part taken by this legation and our ships- 
of-war. 

As the 8emi>official note which I addressed to the minister on that occasion 

had also been publishei* he de:'ired to expLiiii to me that he had transmitted it 
at tlie time to tlie Emperor, who, beiiif^ pUastd witli the j^enfinv nt-^ tlicreiii ex- 
pre.^i^ed, bad })ersonally directed the note to be embodied iu the oiiiciai docu- 
ment of the proceed iu-^."*. 

This is all the information I have regarding the publication in question, and 
in ca^e it should hnp]) ^ > attract your attention, 1 have tliougbt it proper to 
make tliis stateiiKMit, in order to correct any po.-^^ible mi.sait]iie]ien8i(ni. 

1 permit myself to believe that the senlimLUts <if that ba.-'ty but f^inct-re note 
express the real feelings of our government and people towards a country which 
never wavered in friendship or fidelity when those terms had a practical and 
valuabh? signification. 

I have the honor to bei sir, yonr obedient servant, 

JAMES £. HAEVEY. 

Hon. William nu.NTER, 

Acting Secretary of State. 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Harvey, 

No. 172.] . Dbpabtmbnt of Statb, 

Waehingtoth June 13> 1865. 

Sib : Your several despatches from No. 330, dated A])ril G, to No. 339, of 
the 13th of May, inclusive, (with the exception of No. 332,) have been received, 
and have been read with great interest. Your proceedings as therein set forth 
are approved. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Jambs £. Harvby, Esq, ifc*, LUhon, 



Mr. Harvey to Mr* Seward, 

No. 346.] Legation of the United Statbs, 

IA*bm, June 16, 1865. 

Sir : The accompanying address was delivered to me a few days ago by a 
pp- 1 i ll cnminitlee delegated by an afpoeiation for llie iniprovetnent of the work- 
ing eiasse? of Lisbon. I replied verbally at tlie time, promising a more formal 
acknowledgment afterwards, which is now also enclosed. 

The presentation of this address was delayed by the illness of the president 
of the Bociety. 

I have the honor to be, sir, yonr obedient servant. 

JAMES E. HAKVEY. 

Hon. William 11. Sbvvard, 

Secretary of State. 

(For address see Appendix, separate volume.) 
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LeuaTION of the UKITED STATEg, 

Liftoii, Jmm 16^ IdGS. 

Gevti.F.MF.N : The addrvss wliich yon ditl me tlio honor to dolivor pfrsnnally, in bi-halTof 
the **CeuUro Promotur dus metboraini'utos das chLs.seH hiborioajis do Liitboa," expressive of 
sympAthv ftnd re^t on the occasion of the. death of Pre^tident Lincoln, will be immediatelj 
conmmnicnN'f] to my povornnuMit, and viill In' nToiv«'<l as nn uttcmnco ftt OQCO worthy m 
it.sf'lf. Mid atx'cptHble from its touching'' au«l apprnpriatt! sentintunts. 

Among the nuuiy aympftthetlc ex(trusstoM8 whieh this sad oocaaion has called forth, none 
have t>ceD more welcome than the voin-.s of associations Hko yours, whose aim i< tn c'l ^ Mto 
and difniify n>nn by enlarpinp his iiitfliifit'ncc and ust^t'uincss, uud whose ambition is iluii* to 
pr<»nu>t«" till' iiro.«|H.'rity and liappim ss of the ncopb' at larpt;. 

However mucli the political institutions ot the New and Old World maj differ, these are 
objects npon which ell men may afrn-OT since they are the necessary foundations of stable and 
succeHfjfii! L'"\< inment. Enli«jlit4 nfd profrrei^s iiniiihes fonvard in proportion as popular 
education is ditlused, and it stups and stagnates whvre tree iuKtniction is denied. The civiii> 
sation of a state can only tie measured by the intellifrcnce of it^i people. 

AI>rah.uii Liiu'oln wii> a sfiikiii-^'- illiistialion of this idea, and his career funiisi s an i k- 
amnlo aud au huuorablu incentive which will endure in all history. Humble in origin, 
nnfavored in forttme, self-reliant, and apriirht, he rose from ohscnre bef^nniniifs to a position 
which attracted the ga«e of tbo world. How bravely and well he bore him-^df ; how un- 
scltiKU and noble was bis conduct; how fervent and putriutic were hij) a.-<i>iriiti<>iis ; how 
l^tle and <ruileless was his-lK.>art: how simple and yet how grand was his uuture, are 
riualitie^' nn<\ vli tues for the future historian to describe. It is oar pride to point to him as a 
t\ \>i' of .VmeiitMU civiliratiou. 

None .sympathize more strongly than he with every effort to imjtrove the condition of labor ; 
to educal<5 its children, and to raise it up4o n hi'^'Iier diffuity. Ilis hands had been harden«'d 
by hODC!«t toil, and his youth had Inn-n disciplined by stern necessity. Therefore his sympa- 
thies were ever earnest and practical. 

Hence it is fitting tliat ossocJutions with kindred aims to those which illustrated the life of 
onr lamented President should linger over and lea^e offeriagn upon his grave, and that we, 
who in forei'jfn land" wiriu s^ these vuluntary tribnteSt shoolci feel onr hesifts swell wlUi 
mingled emotions of gratitude and manly pridw. 
I am, with high respect, 

JAMES E. HAIIYE7. 

Messrs. Fu.\ M i-scu Vieira da Silv.s 

President, 

And MiGl CL JlTSTIXUNO roRKEA EI. 8ILTA, 

ALVHiuDO AVUVHTO COUREA, . 

Secretanet, 



Mr, Harvey to Mr, Sewtrd, 

No. 34S.J Lbgatiu.n uf thk United States, 

Lisbon, Jufy 5; IS^5, 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr Ko. 172, together 
with various eireultir^s rt contly issued relating to the public senrice, to which 

prrtpcr attention will lie {jjivcii. 

Tlierc i.s no necci^.sity for, c'linnuiiionting' with his Majesty's government in 
regard to the squadrou uudcir command of Kcar Admiral Goideborough, a& no 
concession of belligerent rights was ever made by Portugal, and no restriction 
of any Idnd was ever imposed upon our ships of- war, cUxring tlic existence of 
the civil Btrife now happily terminated. That squadron will be cordially 
welcomed here by the public authorities, whenever and under whatever circum- 
fitaucea it may appear. 

\ avail myself of this occasion to offer my sincercst felicitations upon your 
return to the department, and to express the hope that you may be spared, not 
only to consnmmate the great work of pacification, but to eigoy long and well the 
ftints of that noblest of victorief . 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

J A31ES E. HAiiYEY. 

Hon. WiLUAH H. Seward, 

Qeeretarff of 8UU€, 
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Mr. Seward to Mr. Harvey. 

No. 176.] Dbpabtmknt of State, 

^^'(lsI>ington, Juh/ 21, 1865. 

Sib : Your despatch of June 8, without number, and your two subseuueut 
ones No6. 346 and 347. dated the 16tb and 18th of June, rcspectivelj, nave 
been received. The addr^'ss which aocompanied jour No. 346» and which was 
delivered to you by n special committ-i . delegated by an association for the 

imprnveraent of the working clasj^cs o{ Lisbon, to^rcther with yonr iiiten'sting 
acknowbHlgment in reply, will be cari^l'uily preserved in the ai'chivcs of the 
department. 

I am, sir, yonr obedient sefrant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Jambs £. Uabvby, Esq., ifc„ Sfc , Litbim, 



Mr, Harvty to Mr, Seward, 

aSo. 363.j Lkgatiom of the Tmtkd States, 

^ Lisbon, August S, 1SG5. 

Sir : Immediately upon the receipt of your despatch, cuclosiug the President's 
proclamation in regard to the harboring or giving hospitality to insurgent 

cruisers, I transmit a copy of the same with a note, of which a copy is herewith 
enclosed, to the minister of foreign affairs, stating at the same time tliat the 
proclamation of July 2<J, ISGl, if properly enforced, would give the necessary 
protection in this respect. 

Count d'Avila, in order, as he t^uppo^ed, to comply fully with tbe wishes of 
onr government, directed a new portaria or decree to be issued, enjoining the 
strict and continued execution of the proclaniation» as will be seen by bis note 
to me and it?* eiulosuit-. 

As the proclamation of 1861 did nothing more than reaiiirm the adheaiou of 
this government to that clause of the treaty of Paris of 1856, by which the 
arming and equipment of privateers and the sale of prizes made by them in 
Portuguese port? was prohibited, 1 have not thought it necessary to ask for its 
revocation, which I am sure would be at once granted, if desired. But if the 
department entertaiuj? any other view upon this subject, I will be most happy to 
carry out its instruction, or to adopt whatever policy may be considered as moat 
wise and proper. 

It may be observed in this connexion, that the proclamation of 1861 was 

issued at my own instance, and was suggested as a means of preventing a con- 
cession of belligerent lights, such as had been then just procl.-iimt-d by nearly all 
the maritime powers, and the example of which i'ortugal was tlieu and afterwards 
hard pressed to follow. That proceeding kept the ports open and unrestricted 
to our ships-of-war, avoided any .tjnilication of the 24-hour8 rule, and was 
materially s' l \ ic('al(Ie in arresting the sclicnu-s of jmlilie en* inies who expected 
to use the mid-ocean islands and tbe secluded harbors of the coast for hostile 
enterprises. 

The government cO'Operated to the extent of its ability, and with sincere 
good will, in efforts to stop all abuses of hospitality, and often seconded iny 
endeavors when there were no United States ships-of-war at hand, by de- 
ppntching their own vt-ssels to exposed points in order to protect our commerce 
and to prevent intended depredations. 

Considering the relation of this country to other powers, and its peculiar 
ctrcumstanoes, it is barely justice to say, that the conduct of Portugal towards the 
United States, during the whole period of the late civil strife, was exceptionally 
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fiiendly unci stands out in mmiced contrast to that of varions states, which 
Kern to claim and receive credit for rescinding ooucc^i^ions, that htfgely con-' 
tributed to the moral and material support of the rebellion daring its exit^tencc 
And this i? the more proper to Ix* ^aid, since there appears to be i\ i\\^])n<\t\on 
lu depreciate and disparage that conduct hy those who are either ignorant, of or 
indigent to the iaets. 

I h«V8 the honor to be» sir, Tonr obedient servant, 

JAMES £. HARVEY. 

Hon. WiLUAM li. Sbwakd, 

Secretary of StuU. 

Mr, Hantji to Cmmt d» JeiCa. 

Legation op the Untted States, 

Sir: T am dlri-rfi il to rommrinicnfc to lus ^f(l>t Faithful ^[•<p <ty's irovrrnnu'nt tin- on- 
flowed cttpy of a profl tin.it ion 1>y the f'resitlrut ot tlie L'uiteU State-, iu ii^MnJ tti the hurboriiiff 
dTing of hospitality to ii;siir</<'iit erttison which have ii)Ti>tcit\>u* ilf])re<latod and stiU 
Uireat*-!! to conimit further «i< pr»'«lations npon thf enimnt»rro i»t lln- I nlti'd Stuifs. 

Tb*> prtH>hiniatuin of his MHjcsty, dutod '^Jth of July, Jr^til, jfpa»pcrly t'liforcLd, wutiM <'X- 
«'n Ic nil such vrssrl.s from r<irtiifrf^i' p«»rts, ami it is ht'pcd that the nec« ssary measun s will 
be adopted to ^ve it full vi^^r iu this kiuplom auJ utl it.s poRsessioDS. I .avail rajraelf of 
tins opportnnit J to renew the nssu ranees uf mv mo8t tiUtinguiMbed consideratiun. 

JAMES £. HARVEY. 

Bis Excellency the Count d'AvUtA, 

MimtMUr mmd Seenturjf 9§ jtete/«r Fvmgn Affain, 



Count d' Atila to Mr. Ilarccy. 

[Tnin^lution. ] 

Department uf Stat£ pott Foaeiun Aui'Aiks, 

I wV:nowliMl^»» the receipt of norv which yoo were pleaned to addrc im- im.: n of 
tifi -fh of Juiif last, tniusinittiiip-, hy order of your povfrniiuiit, n proclrunatioii ti mi iln' J'icsi- 
<'^rit (tf thf United Statos, ri-pirdinj; huspitulity and asyliiiu paiitcd to iusurpeiit criii>erH, 
vhiib li ivc i'au>«-<l and still i-ausi* no mncb >]aiiia(r<' to the cujinncroe of the L'uiteJ States, 
4n l innnif. stin;; the dfsire that the derree of tlio '21>th of July, l^»)l, becoutiutied iut'uil tore© 
in f!.f- ports of l*orlupaI, as well as iu thosi- of the U'ljucotit islanils and colonial provinces. 

ll;iv;n;r tukcn cltto note of your said comninnlcati(»u and of its enclosure. I have now the 
Wior of iuforfuincr you that through the niariuo and colonial denartment, under yofterdaj's 
•Jit*-, WM publish* 'd, as you will pk-ase ohservc, by the enclosed number of the "Diario de 
LUUoa " of thi'* day, a royal order to all th-' piveruors of tin- colonial provinces, to tho 
BA^or general of tho navy, and to the navy iuspvcturs, directing thorn to oViserve iu the must 
RnQjrentand panctualmaitDertheexocntionof^the aforesaid decree, whereby full satisfaction 

tluH ^fiveii to your representation. 

i avail myself of this opportuiaty to reiterate the assurauues of my most distinguished 
•"Brideruion. 

COUNT D'AVILA. 

James £. Harvev, Esq., S(e., Sgc, Sfc* 



[Txansladon from the "DImIo de Llsboa" of Angnst S, 1865.] 

Department of State for M.vkine and Cor.oxir.^, 

Royal Pnfar.e, August 4, I'^Go. 

It b^iog possible that doubts may ari>o ou tlm [»art of some of tlie authorities, whether the 
^'imitions of tho decree of the 2'.Mh of July, l^tJI, are to be considered in full force, in view 
*''hp prf«ent position of the Tuited States of America, his Majesty the Kin^, throuirli tho 
^- ir,c and colonial denartment, is pleast'd hereby to declaie r.nto all the »riivevnors ot the 
'^■■ir):H\ proviuees, t«> the ni.ijor ^/etieral of the navy, and to tho in^pi ctors of the navy, that 
*-' • (id decree of the 2yth of July, l!-t»l, continues to .subsist in lull force, and that it is 
duty Ui execute the same iu tlie must punctual and stringent manner. 

SD. DA BAin>EIRA. 
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Mr* Harvey to Mr. Seward. 
No. 367.J Legation of the Umtkd Statf.^:, 

Iji.s?Hm, St'jttt inbi r G, 18(jf5. 

Sia : The miuistrj of llie Marquis de da iJaiideira rcbi^ned oflice on the 
2d instant vitbout any formal ezprcBaion on tbe part of the Cortes. After a 
close contest for the choice of prrsidentsofthe chamber of depntit in which the 
ministry barely succeeded, it became evident that a Piire workinj^ majority 
could not be relied upon, and that to prolon^j; the Htrujrcrle would only involve 
additional embarraedments. Under tbcije circum.^t;uH-( > it waH considered proper 
to withdraw from an irksome and thankless respuu^hility, and to leave to an 
opposition of mixed materials, which had nnited for a given purpoHc, the ta.sk 
of administering the government in the difficalt eirciimstanoes which it had 
brought about. 

His Maji-.'t y the King then s»ummoneJ 3Ir. dr- A;;uiar and the Duke de LouliJ, 
tlic two ehieljj of the coalesced opposition, and coinmitti d to them the duty of 
organizing a cabinet. After varions conferences the interest represeoted by the 
Dnke de Louie confided the organization ezclnsivcly to Mr. de Agniar, and ha 
announced to the chambers ycfterdny the new minitJtry, compo^od hp follows* : 

President of council and mini.stcr of interior, J A. de Aj^uiar ; uiini>t(r of foreign 
afiaira aud public works, Coudc de Ca.-itro; niiuicier of liuance, Foulea i'ereira 
de Hello ; minister of justice and worship, Barjona de Freitas ; minister of war, 
Conde Torres Novas ; minister of marine and colonies, Visconde Praia Qrande. 

No confidence is entertained that this ministry will ?uccu'd any better than 
the one which it sncceede<l in ousting from office ; and j^o far as respects the 
j racticul conduct of atiairs, and especially the diplomatic relations, it is less ac> 
ceptable that its predecessor. 

It was annonnced in the chambers to-day that the Cortes wonld be adjourned 
till November. This recess may enable the new cabinet to recruit some addi- 
tional strength, hut there are certain elemaut?? of discord whieh cannot be easily 
r( oucih d, and chrouic causes of complaint which a mere change of miuisterd 
will not remedy. 

The public men» generally, have either neglected or failed in the courage to 
apply the stem treatment which the situation demands, or, in other words, to 
confront the necessity* as it presents itself to every careiul (d)server. 

In compliance with the terms of the constitutional chai ter the King ha.s <>1)- 
taiued leave from the (Jortcs to absent himself temporarily IVom the country, 
and intends to make a voyage with the Queen, soon after the opening of the ex* 
position at Porto, on the 16th instant, to include visits to England, France, aud 
Italy, travelling in comparative incognito under the title of X)uke and Duchess 
of Braganza. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES E. HAKVEr. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, Secretary of State* 



Mr, Sarvey to Mr, Sewafd, 

iS'o. 358.] Legation of the United States, 

hUhoUt Scjitember 10, 1865. 

Sir : The accompanying communication is enclosed for information, as it is 
of interest to our ver < Is of-war which may touch at the Gape de Veid islands 

for supplies of coal and water. 

The present supplies of those necessities, for the national and commercial ma- 
rine, are to be obtained at the (Jape de Verd group of islands, only from the 
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Brilisb consnl at St. Vincent, w-Lo^e ntuli^f^iaed sympatby and part'nl procood- 
ii^ during the existence of tin- Into l i licllinn wow fn'(nu'i)tly made the subject 
of rnmplniiit to tliis legation hy those who had experieuced exceptional trcat- 
uiuiu at hi^ Lauds. 

I bare the honor to he, sir, Tonr obedient 8eiTant» • 

JAMES E. HABVET. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. SewARn, 

Secretary of Slate, 



Me$$r$t Bmnmf and Mertttu to Mr, Hanty, 

LiAROK, August 23, 1665. 

SlU : We, IIm' uinU rsigned, atk pt rmissitm to lay L' fore your i'xci l!('nfy c rlaiii liirls con- 
Coming tbt> i >tahlishuient of a coul depot in the Cape do S'erd isitiuds, which lUcts wc most 
mpectfnily prny your excellency to make known to the proper anthorities In the United States. 

For m«Mi- than a year we have bi-eii enrra'Tcrl in the prcliiniiimy Hrriiii:'^< :ii( i;f-< lor evtab- 
lishing a coal depot ut Porto PruyiL, a 8nt'e and excellent iiiu liuiut bi. Jii<;(>, tike uipilal inland 
of the pTTOup known the Cape de Wrd. We obtained from the Portnjrueso provemment, 
in t!ie iiiontb of Jmio this y ar. in fl:o lianic of oja- i>f the lunli-i-iifriied, tin- <•!!»!■ ••><•'] pfrnnt, 
from which your excellency will K' e tlmt wo have every desiiable priviU fje as to whurvcs, 
coal, depot, Ste, We ong^fat heie to remark, that thoufrh ttie pt«ient eone<»^>ion i» in the 
name of but one of ns, we are. neverthclt^-;. jtarfnerH in flu' ctiicrpri'-c, and the PortU(fU080 
goverunjeut will bet'ore long eanhe the di»eiinn-nt.H to l)e duly aiiK Uiit ii. 

To cme acqtmiuted with the Capo de Wrd islands it would b>* snp« rfliiou8 to say that 8t. 
Ja^ U the most fertile of the f^roup. It contains about ti5,U(X> inlial>itautH; alK*niids in "veff- ' 
etablcn, fruit, and oxceller.t water, and is, moreover, the scat of goverunient. Only once in 
the memory of man hus St. .lap) been visited by the dreadful diy season which has frequently 
been so dimutrotu to tlie other islands. • • « « • 

We intend to kcey a constant Bujtply of the best American anthracite. CardtfF, and Vtm 
Castle vox], at ft iiiiifonn rate, not vuryiii;; with tlie necessities of the sti aniers, or the uliini 
of our af^euts or employes, iiy the end of January we shall bo able to supply vessels-of-war 
and merchant steamers on the African <;na!it, or thone botind to the Cape of Cood Hone, or 
from soiitl;»;rTi Europe to the Bnizils. 'I'ln re is but oi'< i t' i i r de;iot in tli" Cap • de Verd, 
at the barren ii«lund of St. Vincent. Till now this ht\» been a monopoly, and Muntetimcii a 
bardt'osonie one, enablinft the pronri(>torH to take advantage of the iiecensities of steamers. 

A few considerations will show the desirableness as well as supeiiority of a coal depot at 
Porto I 'ray a: 

]. Tlie competition of the new will be a wholesome check on the old • - s;:^1nnent. 

'J, The wat<T at St. Vincent, aeeorditip to tlie testimony of every captain, is of very inferior 
«|narny, havinja^ tiften judved uiiSil tor eooklnR; afb r it has lu en broufrhl on board ; so that 
iiien of-war, atter eoalinfj at St. Vincent, liave freqnently gone to Porto Praya for water. 
On tbo other hand, the water at Porto Praya is of rlie b 'si qnality, and can be put alongside 
s.bi]i for >l j>er hojr^Iiead, that of .St. Vinccrtit cnslintr tVutii 9^1 :'»<• to !?i per Iioirsliea'l. 

St. Vincent is a barren, volcanic island, obtainiiijr all its supp!i«'.s either from Europe or 
from iM>iue ether more lavored ish&uds. All stores, therefore, are hiji^h. Porto Praya, on the 
contrary, htta had at all times (except the cue dry season referrod to) plenty of v.^r, elites — 
a- swe'-t potatoes, turnips, cabbage, squashes, pumpkius, d&c; and abnndanco of fruit— as 
QTiuig*^ icmomi, bttuauas, ^c. 

4. Porto Ptaya is no further out of the way than 8t Vincent in the voya^^ from America 
to Africa or China. 

5. At first, coals will be shipped with the same rapidity as at St. Vinceut, but when our 
BiachiiK r\ ( for which one of n)i will pa to America, the other to Enp:1aDd) is all In operation 

Wt- lii !'>• enabled to do it much ipiichrr. 

In couclujiiou, we ni.iy say that one of n.s (J. B. liurnay, from IJelgium) is a m. reliant of 
lonif standing^ in this city, and your excellency ran easily be dsUsfied of his capabllitii s and 
rc-i'onsibiliry. The otlu-r partner (C. Martinez) is a naftimli/ed Anuricin, cf *ii<' State of 
MaiMacbusetts, tlionph a irative of I'orto Praya, and speaks Kii^^iisli the iitiy. Mr. Martinez 
was for a lonjr time on the coast of Africa, as ajrent of diaries Ilotrnmir,' esq., of bait in, 
^f^^sIlc!lIT^• tts, rh • well-known merchant in the hide trade; he was also American oonsoi at 
BlaMU, west coast <tf Atrica. 

Submitting thif* niemorandnm to your excellency's jiidofment, and hopiiipr that yonr excel- 
Vncr niav st^e no ol>i<-ction to laying; these facts bet'ore the government of tlie United States, 
We remain vour cxcelicuey's uiObt obedient feervauts, 

itruutiuj JV.XS hTA. P.rRNAY. 

CLAKIMUNDO MAiiTlKS. 

Uig Excellency JAIIBSE. Hartet, Esq., 
Mimi9t0r ^Amwiea ut fJks cowf o/kU M0je§t]f (As King tfPartugd. 
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Mr. Seward to Mr, Harvey. 

No. 178.] DBPABT.NfKNT op Statf, 

"Wash I ns^/on, i<iptiT}ihi'r 13, 1S65. 

Sir: Your detspatcli of August S, No. 3.3;), lias been received. Tlie coui^e 
pursued by you on receiving my instruction enclosing the Preijident'd prociamu- 
tion in regani to the harboring or giving of hospitality to Insurgent cruisers and 
the proceedings of the Portuguese government in relation thereto were doubtlesn 
pufficieut, and they are satisfactory. It is for the gnveninient of Portugal to 
decide a\ hetlier it de.sirea to be undeinotistiative iu the matter. We ask nothing. 
1 am, \i'iv, yom- obedient tenant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Jambs E. Habvby, Esq., tfCt Ifc., LUbm, 



Mr, Harvey to Mr, Seward, 

No. 3G(3.J Legation of thk U.mted States', 

Liibon, November 21, 1865. 

Sir : The con e.^pondenee contmunlcated with this despatch will bring to your 
notice the material fact.s coun«-cted with a lamentil)!^- cvmt which occurred here 
on the evening of the 2 1th October, resulting in the death of a Portuguese snb^ 
jeet, named Joi^ti Manuel. 

As the consul id charged with questions relating to American seamen, the 
authorities necessarily addressed themselyes tohimin me preliminary proceedings^ 
but he at once consulted with me a.^ to the stejjs to be taken, and fully concurred 
in my earnest wish to have the criminal discovered and delivered up. 

All efVi>rt8 at detection have thu?* far failed, probably from tlie indi:»position of 
the seamen to make any revelations on the sulject which might criminate one 
of their own body; and the investigation before a mixed commission,, informally 
organized for the purpose, while in some degree complicating one of the sailors, 
did not warrant his surrender, for the testimony only excited a mii>giving, and 
■v\ If! not of a nature to be reptrded as judicially or even morally sufficient against 
a person of c^taltlisbod good eliarncter. 

llear-^V(Uniial (ioklsborough, and indeed all the ofiicers, manil'ested a proper 
and becoming disposition to advance the ends of justice, and vigilance will not 
be relaxed because the case has assumed ita present lorm. llis Majesty^S gov- 
ernment is fully satisfied that every desire is entertained, aial tliat ev.( i y energy 
has been exerted to trace the offender, as also that these endeavors will be con- 
tinued so long as there is a reasonable possibility of discovery. 

As the unfortunate victim of the affray was the sole support of aged and infirm 
parents, I suggested the propriety of a subscription for their immediate relief, 
which was handsomely responded to by the officers and crews of the ships now 
in port. 

I have tlic honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES E. HAEVKY. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

^ Secretary fif State, 



Count (ielCastro to Mr. Ihirny. 

The civil governor of LisUon, in a loinniuiiinitittn untit-r (lute of October 26, ma*]*' known 
to the department of interior tlmt, on (he 'J4th <»f .'^aitl luontb, about 6 o*clock p. m., a hoat- 
Dian, Uanutl ,T(>>e Maniu-1, ri'sidiii;,^ in Una da Silva, No. , was niortiilly woumli-i], wiih two 
Btabs, by ouu of iho scaiucu belougiiig to oue of ihc Aiacricau uieu-of-war now iu tbu Tngus, 
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mid Imrinif tak«n ptae« on tbe Cues do tMM, firom wh«nc« the wounded man wm 

cnrri(»i] til Sr. .To^-rpli's li<»i]iitMl, u lifif ]u- dird slior'lv :it"t(«r. TIk' iifiTc-uii'l n)Mrri>trato fnrth<"r 
Oiliis, that tin* H'T^n-j'sor uitiuugud to escape ou bo.ird (»iio of the buuUt witliuut its haviijfj btt-n 
possible to identify him. 

Til iMiiif^tng thin si rioii'! nffnir to yom iioticp, hi> Mujcsty's povernmoTit cxfirrs'^cs the hone 
that you will not tuil to mlopi fiucij !i«'i'ff»j»ary iiu-ii^iuri's us tnny It'iul to the puni'^liiiient of the 
ClimilMl, assuring; you that, n.« connnanicated to me by the niiniKtrr of inteii.n, the civil 
gfovomor of Lisbon has caiisetl to be dniwn otit the requisite form of dechirHtion, with all the 
attc'iiiliiip; circumstances and inve.stifrations reffarding the crime find its perpetrator, in onler 
th»if jMopt f proceedings nmy be instituted, and that commanication bus been nuide to the 
Unitetl States consul of aU that lias taken place» at the same time requesting him to have the 
erimiual given up. 

I renew on this occasion the assurance ct mj most distinenJthod consideration. 

CONDE DE CASTKO. 

L>i:r.uiTMEXT of State for Ftj^EK N .\\ y mk-, November 7, 



Mr. H*rve$ t»jC9wU de CosCfV* 

LBGATIOlf OP THK I'NITF.r) St.\TK.'«. 

Lisbon, Surruilirr 14, ]r*i\'y. 

Sill : I have the honor to ackuowledfje the receipt of your note of the 7iii instant, which 
yvii'i only delivered at this legation at 0 o'clock la.st eveninir. "^ix dajt aflter itB date. 

Tlie general facts relating' to the unfortunate event, to which your excellency invites alten- 
tioi), had already been brotij,'bt to my notice by the consul of the United States, and the 
nuMsnres taken by him and by the officers ot the United .States ships-of-war in jiort, for the 
purpo.-^c of investipiting the alleged crime and tracing out th9 criminal, were adopted with 
my knowledge, privity, and c?o<^perat!on. 

It appears tVoin the inquiries made tlironph this ]e<ration, that A seaman bi'lnii'^riiijr to th 
United iStutes transport ship Giuird was badly maltreated by some of the boatmen who pur- 
nued tbeir callin}>: at the Caes do Sodr6, In the afternoon of the 34th of October, and that snb- 
RMjtieiifly, Avlieii <ii!e of ffiut ship's bnats reached the (|nay at almut (i o'clnrk. and while its 
crew were in the act of transporting their distibied and wounded comra«le to the boat, a 
eenemi broil ensued between the Portu}r<«se boatmen and American Hailors, dnrin^ir which one 
Jose Mamiel was ^tJlbbed by some unknown hand, and sulisequetitly died nftlie wounds. 

As it was alleired that the fatal blow hud la t a stiuek by one of tb<> .saiiui>. of the (iuard, the 
OOmmAttding • ni< i r of that slop, 1iponbein<:^ made aware of the cliar<;e, itumediately and of 
his own accofil oi.leied all the seamen attached to two boats which biul becTi (ni duty, and 
live others who had been ashore ou liberty, under strict arrest to await judicial examination, 
and he proce«'«!ed to make un inquiry himself, with a view of discovering the criminal, if he 
wa^on board the slilp. That inquiry made no di.sclosure affecting any of theseamenia ques- 
tion, but the arrest was nevertln less c<»ntiiuied. 

lioisiituch as a report had gained currency that the offender con 1<I and would be promptly 
identified by various wiinessfs, if all the seamen said to be implicated were produced, the 
consul of the United States, at the instance of the commander of the Giwrd, adaressed a note 
to the civil governor on the *Jd instant, stating his rea line--'' and desilB (O funlsb thatOppOt* 
tuuiiy, and to bav<' instituted the most searciiing iuveiiti|^utiou. 

Accordingly an apiMiintment was made for an examination at the arsenal on the 4th instant, 
wliich wa.-* Hitendr 1 li\ hi- Mii;> >tv'- ji: ini^-rrador, tlie I'liitel Slaies consul, the comman<ler 
of the Guard, and other othcials desi^uuted fur that purpose. The tilteen seauieu were ranged 
in line, subject to the fullest scmtiny of four witnesses who were brought forward t not one 
of them had been enpi^re i in the ineli e, and of whom two were bt)ys. The recorded evidence 
esiabiiiihes that there is not a particle of proof to criminate any particular individual, or to 
fix the responsibility of this grave crime. In the absence of sticli proof or of any evidence 
that would be recognized in a cimit of law to hold a person charged t(» nn^vNer tor crime, it 
is necessarily impossible to uiuko delivery of a criminal who is not known, and who J is yet 
has avoided all »'lforts at discovery, if he really be one of the seamen suspected. lJut there 
is every disposition on liie jinrt of this le;L'ation. artd ofilie ollicers «(f the ships-of-war, to pro- 
tnof** ttie coiirs*' of justic«', and to that end eveiy aid will be given for further invt-stigation, 
in liny prop«-r form that may be indicated by his Majesty's governrn' iit. Although there is 
no treaty of extradition between Portugal and the United t»tate.s, all questions of form will 
be waived In order that the criminal may lie bnuigbt to a sjieedy trial, if he is within the 
JUrisdietion or under the protection of th«; American flag. Ami with a view of leaving no 
duty undischarged, the wuole case will be at once presented to the notico of Kear-Admiral 
Goldsborough, who arrived in the Tagns this morning, so that such additional measures nmy 
be adopted as his superi"r autliniity over the tieet will authorize. 

Without the leiwi deitire to avoid responsibility, or to depreciate the seriousness of this 
oiiae, it mey be suggested as worthy of consideration, whether in the oonfiision of a broU at 
iri^tfall. In which a large nnmber of persons were engaged, there can be any reasonable oer- 
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taitity without cloftr'nnd convinc'inrr tostimony. a?? to tho iinllvirliial who may have inflii'tcd 
the lutal wouuU, or \vh*'tlier the hluw was htruck luteutiouullv or uccidi-nlally. The I'ortu- 
guoKo hoiitmen largely tmtimDibcrod the AmeiiCAii milora, ana it ia very remarkable that not 
one of those eup'ap-t-d in tlie utTmy should have appeared at the arsenal, to tf-siify at the ex- 
amination which they were uotiliuU was to take place. There is uo doubt but their cntel 
trcHtinent of one of the aeaman was the prorolcing cause of the qoanel and of its lamentable 
oonaequeuce. 

Tlie occasion is a fitting: one to call tlie attention of yotir excellency to tbe imperfeet police 

at the Cues do Sodre, and to sufrpft-'st llie propriety of ih-'i-ximliiig a special Irtiidiut; lor boats 
belonging to foreign ships-ot'-war, or at least of establisliiug some regulation, by which they 
may be protected ag^nst the constant outrages of iMMtmen who throng that quay and obstruct 

free roiiinnniicutiou. 

8iiR-e writiug the foregoiug, Admiral liuldsborough has called at the legation and beeu in- 
formed of this note. He fully concurs in its suggestions and stands ready to afford every fa- 
cility tor tlie most thorough investigation, ana to assist personally in any manner that will 

b<*8t promote that object. • 

^ I arail myself of this opportunity to renew the assnnmees of my most distinguished con- 
sideration. 

JAilES E, HAIU LV. 

His Excellency the CorxT df. Castro, 

Jfiatsler and Seeretarjf of Stau/or Fomgn Affuin. 



Cuunt (it Castro to Mr. Harrry. 

I have had the honor of receiving the note which you were pleased to address lue uud- r ycs- 
terdav's date, informing me that notwithstanding all the e£fort8 employed, it han utit lieou 
possible to disi in iT tln' jx-rprtrator of the crime attributed to one of the st .imfn Ix lmiLritig 
to the. AmeneiiJi tiituspuit hhip (.iuiinl, and declariu}; that there exists both on the part ol tho 
len;atu)u under your char^re and of the commandiu^' otheers of the United States ships-of* 
war, the utmost desire to aid the Portuguese authorities iii forwardinj,' tin- emls uf jiistiee. 

ThankinfT yoti for this comnnniieatioii, which I sliall immediatfly make kuosvn to tho 
minister of the interior, and appreeidtinf;: in a hijrh dejjree the i^^ood ofliees tendered by tho 
worthy commander, and other officers of said ship, with the approval of Admiral Golds- 
borough, iu tlie case in question, I shall avail mviiejf of the first .i| >purtunily to make known 
to yell any r* >nIntiMii wliichmav b»' a«lo|)ted. witli regard to yniu .--uggfstion as to the de- 
siguaiiou of a special point for the lauding of the crews of Ibreigu ships-of>war. 

I avail of this oppoi tuuii v to renew the assurances of my most diatingnished consideratloii, 

COUNT DE CASTKO. 

D£P.iRT3lENT OF StaT£ fuu FoKCiGN AFFAIRS, November 15, Jtil>5. 



Mr, Haneif Is Rmr'Admind OMAifromgK 

Legation op the United .States, 

Ctsloii, Nwembw SO, 1865. 

Sm : I have the honor to furnish yim with copies of a correspondence bet wt-eu liis Majesty's 
government and this legation, in regard to a ctmrge of crime made against some unknown- 
seaman alleged to belong to the transport ship Guard, attached to the squadron under your 

command. 

It appears that his Majesty's goTcmmcnt is entirely satisfied with the disposition shown 
and tne efforts made by all of the officials of the United States, not only to discover the 

criniinal in (|Uo-^ti<in, Init to purge tlieiu<c!ve.s of all respouriUlity connected with the crime, 
aud that uo further investigation seems to.be d<-sireil. 

In view of tliese facts, tliere is no good reason for detaining tho transnort ship longer in 
pcft, as yo'i bad properly and promptly directed should be done pending tne investigation* 
I liavc the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JABfES £. HABVET. 

Sear-Admiral L. ^I. GoLDsnoitfiifiir, 

Commanding U. S. Lurojuan Squadron note at Lisbon, 
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ITALY. 



Mr, Marsh io Mr, JSetoard, 

No. 109.] Lboation op tbb TJnitbd Statbs, 

TMn, November 22, 1864. 

Sir : I mentioned in a recent deepntch that I had applied to the Italian sot* 
rrnincnt to permit the temporary eetablishmentDf a depot for naval stores ox the 

L niti d States at Caf;liari. 

I Lave received a reply, u translulion of which is enclosed hcre\vitli. The 
decision of tbe Navy Department to defer for the present the employment of 
storehouses on sh'>re, render.-) it unnecessary to prosecate the sobjeet furtherr 
and I have notified the Italian f^^ovcrnment accordingly. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient scrx ai t, 

GKOilGE P. MAliSH. 

Hon. WiLLUM H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State, 



CThoMlatloiu] 

TUIUN, November 1, ldC4. 

Mr. Minister; T have curanmnnicated to the ministry of marine the contents of yonr note 

of tlur 'Jtiih S» |)t» ijil<t i !;i-t, iu K liitioii to liaviii;j: iiui;_Mizni»'s in tlu- poi t <>\' ('afr'"iii t<> n i < ivc 
tbe Uuilod iStuU'tf uavai stores, which are to bu reiuuvt <! I'unu the deput ut Spezia, ou accuuui 
of the transformation of the gnlf of 8pezia into a militury cstablisbment for the royal marine 

of Italy. 

Iu vk'W of (heaaiiculilo relutions exi(»tin(^ between tlio two cuuutries, and in considera- 
tion of the exceptional circamstanceH that tbe United States of America have no nosses- 

pinn in Kiini|M', anJ tlifir fricut distanci' frnin tin McHlitorrancan tliM-s not permit tlieni to 
priivision diiectlj aud oppoiiundy thrir ships iu that H<'a, t\»\ povcrnujent oi the King iias 
no i)l>i)'otiou to granting tbe perm i88ion dojiired. But you will recognlie, Mr. Minister, in 
iiiaK iiijr tli'tH coiiccssiou we aro oliiipd t<» n turn to i]n' Kirttj's povt riiincut rli if l lniv of 
uctiou wim-li it"? own intcrt st.s and tlu- luaiiitcimntc of nmiUuuc ui utiality lit inain;. ii is 
my dutj thfu to tlx tlic follouin^:^ cmulition^ : 

The i>rivilege accorded to the I niti-d States to rent ninjrazinee at Capliari for the stores of 
their naval station in the Mediterranean can at any time be revoked by the povennueut of 
tbe Kin^, and tlie murine of t)ie I'niri li States will he held to evacuate the atoresaid nia<^u> 
aiuea within a delay of three muuUia alter uvlice given to the legation of the United States 
at the court of Italy. 

Iu ca.M' <•)' a )ii]itiiie between the United States and any European pOWer, the magaslues 
of Cagliari uiuat be evacuated iminodiateiy alter the declaration of war. 
The United States will not be entitled to indemnity for the eTaenatlon of their nayal mag^ 

aziiK s at Cj(<;!i;u'. 

Shijis-of-war of the Uuitetl States marine will conform to the provisions of the roval decree 
of 6th of April, ltf64, hereunto annexed, In regard to the neutrality of the p<Mrts of the Italian 

Kiup;doiii. 

In c-Hse that ishij)s-ol-\vur of tbe United States should have to remain in the i>ort of Cagliari 
b< the time lued by article 12 of the said decree, they will he re(|uired, except in case 
of t.iK stoppage or df ilanin^, to obtaiti the authorization of the Kiiifr'** jrov<Tiinient. 

The provifiions of the before uientiouud dectue relating to betlig^ereat ships will he applica- 
ble to the military marine of the United States, whenever the United States shall be at war 
'With any other power, or in rase ships-of-wnr or privateers (armis en course) of the aepara- 
tists should make their appearance in the Medittirrauean. 

I shall lie glad, Mr. Minister, it, w hi leappieciating the necessity of these conditions, you 
should find no dignity in accepting them. 
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I hasten to add that the grovorninent of the? Kinjr will Ix- happy to he nhlf to pive proor<< of 
its t'riendship towards the United States in according to the federal marine all laciiitieii that 
may li« eonflistent widi Ha dutlea. 

I ttike with p1< Hsorei Mr. Minister, tUs occasion of ronewing to joa the assaranoes of my 
high consideration. 

ALPH0N8O LA MARMORA. 

Mr. Marsh, Emvog Extrwrdinarrj and 

MiittiUr tlentpoUntiary oj the United StattM of America. 



Mr. Martk to Mr, Seward. 
[Ezliact.] 

No. 111.] Legation of thb Unitbd States, 

Titrin, January 16, 1865. 
Sir: • • • • • • • • 

The removal of the sent nf tliis jr'^vommont to Floronce to take placo on 
tlic riifit of May next, and tlic lu ('•■.>.-'arY altcratiniiH and constructiont^ of public 
buildings for the accommodation of the different departments of ilic miDidtrjr 
and other branches of public service are now in pro^rc^^s at that city. 

The excitement which the snddeo announcement of this chan;_'o produced 
havinpj fuhsided, the measure has now become a subject of cdin reHection, and 
is by no means regarded, even at Florence, with the favor which welcomed the 
first intelligence of the convention. Uu the contrary, while it has gained no 
new fHenda. as a wise or necessary step, the convictions of those who origi- 
nally opposed it have been strengthened, and if the question were now to be tried 
upon its merits, I do not think the ministry could command a maj' trity of either 
branch of the national legislature in its favor; that it was intended b}' some of 
the parties to the nejjotiation as a renunciation of the claim to Rome as the 
national capital would now be scarcely denied ; but however that may be, the 
effect of it will be to renew the agitation of the Roman question, and it will soon 
present itself to the people in a shape more imperiously demanding a aatisfite- 

torv ?:nluti(>n tliati ever. 

Hitherto the <!i .-irt- to retain the seat of government at tiie ancient capital of 
its kinga has, in a great measure, .•^titled the voice of I'iedmont on this qucijtion, 
and, therefore, the most powerfnl national influence which could be brought to 
bear upon it has been, to a certain extent, paralyzed. The moral strength of 
the nation resides in Piedmont, and the whole inihience of all classe-^. witli the 
exception of t1i<- clerfry, throughout the old provinces, will now be dirceti *! to 
the accomplishment of an end to which the population of the f onm r Sardinian 
kingdom nas been hitherto comparatively indifierent. Jealou-y of Florence 
and of Tuscan influence in the government will combine to rouse the spirit of 
other parts of Italy in the same direction, and the peninsula will be better united 
on this point than it has hitherto been on any other, 

Hap])ily for the interests of Italian liberty, the recent encyclical letter of 
Pope Pius IX is likely to frustrate the various schemes of conciliation which 
have been dreamed or as effectually as the madness of our own southern pro- 
slavery politicians has dispelled the visions of a new compromise between the 
spirit of slavery and the spirit of freedom in our own commonwealth. 

One of the mose important measures now under discussion in the Italian par- 
liament is tlie bill for the supprc ssion of monastic corporatioiis. It is unfortu- 
nate that the measure had not heea proposed and sustained on moral rather 
than financial grounds ; i i its advocates have thus deprived themselves of their 
strongest argument, and at the same time furnishes their opponents with the 
most powerful weapons of resistance. Considered as a question of exjiediency 
in a moral point of view, iudej^endeutly of religious prejudice, the reasons for the 
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nippresaioii of the conTentional eBtablisliments are ovr rwIiclmiDg, and tlicir 

force if much increns'cd hy numrroiis rfcfiit disclosuif'S of ,i turpitude nnd de- 
pravitv ami)n;j tlif mctnltcrs of ui;iiiy iiKHiHstic inr<tituti<>ii.s wliicli arc liapjiily 
ouinui^iuablc iu cuuuirit'6 uot familiar with the hiatory of aimilar establitjhiut'uts 
in former penods. Four or five monastic schoola have receatl/ been closed by 
the govenimcut for reasons similar to thud<? which led to the Buspeneiou of the 
school of the Gynoraiitf Hi at Turin, in 18G3. • • • • • 

The fate of tho bill is doubtful, but it is thought probnlle that it will pass 
the chamber of deputies, iu a moditied form, aud then perhaps f«iil altogether in 
the eenate. 

Bnt while the political ooadttion of Italy is in many respects tmsatis&etory, 
there are in some directions some tokens of at least material prop^rcfs. The 
Tf'adinej^s with which the proposal to anticipate the taxes for 1SG5 has been 
Uh t by the peopli', is a very favorabb- indication of the pecuniary condition of 
the people; and the imiiroved well-being of the lahoring classes, and especially 
the £^reat lednc ion in tne.nomber of mendicants, are ctrcamstances which very 
forcibly !*trike the attention of all strangers who knew Italy fifteen years ago. 
The sale of the railroads and of the public domain, though at prices far below 
thfir probable vmIuc, will serve to roliove tho treasury, and, in fact, the financial 
embarrassments of the government are among tho least of its real ditficulties. 

The re-election of President Lincoln has, as yon have heard from all quar* 
ten, been received with the greatest satn&Ction by the friends and the greatest 
disappointment by tho enemies of ljuropean liberty. The \s»n() preneiitd itnelf 
on the continent in two aspects ; fust, an a (pu ption of ^he abolitiou ot domestic 
slavery, aud, secondly, as a uuestiou of the power of popular government to 
maintain themselvee against domestic as well as against foreign hostility. The 
preseot administration of tiie American government enjoys, I believe* the con- 
fidence of our European well-witUiers — that is to say, ot all the popular masses 
on this side of the Atlantic, on both points. I have no reason to doubt that 
most of the members of this government are friendly to us, though I regret to 
say that it allows the ministerial journals to indulge in atone of malevoleuce and 
misrepresentation of fact against us, which it certainly would not pennit in the 
case of states w host good will it valued at a high rate. s 
I have the honor.to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

GEUUGE P. MARSH. 

Hon. William 11. Seward, tivcrelary of Hfuie. 



Mr* Seward io Mr. Marth, 

No. 125.J Dbpartmkxt of State, 

Washington, February 7, 1865. 

Sir : Your despatch of tho 16th of January, No. Ill, has been received, aud 
your proceedings therdn mentioned are approved. 
I thank you for the information you have given me concerning the political 

affiurs of It ily." 

The I'liited States njoicc in everything that contributes to the .-stability of 
the Italian government, or tends to promote the welfare and happiness of the 
Italian people. If, as yon suj) pose, these sentiments are not fully reciprocate^ 
by the ;j: A . i iini* nt of Italy at the present moment, we may re<rret the circom- 
**ance without alldwhi;:; it to alTcct our scrtl^ cl policy in regard tn tliat very in- 
*"r' :^liug country. Once w(^njoye(l the general r»'!<pect of Kuropcan states, 
some of them became xndVieudly when we entered the ways of adversity. We 
Shan always gratefully remember that Italy was not one of these nations. 
However unfriendly any of its governing statesmen may regard US, we do not 
ceiae to remember that the iate of the civil war in which we are engaged is 
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little dependent on foreign fSivor;that if we fail we cannot ezpeet friends, and 
if we contiuue to be BuccessAil* it will be less necesiaxythanithaB been bitherto 
to plead for friendship. 

I am* sir, your obedient servantt 

WILLIAM U. SEWARD. 

Oboeor p. Mabsh, Esq., ^r., !fc., Thtrin, 



Mr, Marth to Mr, Seward, 

No. 114.] Lbgation op thb United States, 

IMth February 13» 1865. 

Siu : As tlic pnUie jonmals li.ue .iln ady informed yoUptbeKin^ of Italy 
1( ft Turin fur I'lorence on tlie third day "f the prosont month, and tli<* latter 
city will hencctorth be the loyal resirh iir*'. Tiie imnu'di it'- occa-^ion of the 
King's departure was the absence of any rtprescntation of the municipality of 
Turin at a eonrt ball given on tbe evening of January 30, and the refuMl of 
that body to dieclaim or apologize for popular manifestations of dissatisfaction 
In tbe streets aud public squares of the city on that evcninf:. 

These manifestation;*, it appears, w^-re specially provokt d l>y the nep;l( ct of 
parliament to pa.ss resolutions implying some censure of thu ministry lor their 
conduct duriue the distnrbance of September 21 aud 22, and to make any 
provision for uie relief of the widows and children^f innocent persons killed 
on that unhappy occasioli. 

Tbe departure of the King waf? extremely sudden. Xi> previous notice of hi.** 
intention to remove to Florence was p:iven, nor, in fact, wa^ that intention even 
generally suspected at Turin before it was carried into etfect; no public announce- 
ment of his change of residence has been since promulgated, nor has any 
communication yet been made to tbe diplomatic corps on the suhject. The 
King, however, was accompani< d 1>y General La Marm(»ni, preHidi tit of the conn- 
cil and minister of foreign atiairs, hy some others of the iiiiiii-^try, and by the 
principal officers of the court, aud many of the public journals declared that the 
penonal removal of tbe King and court was held to involve the removal of the 
seat of government, and to be, in fact, an execution of the act of parliament and 
the royal decree for transferring the capital to Floretice. 

In order to inform myself on this point, 1 visited the mini-ter of foreign 
affairs at Florence on Monday last, and learned from him that Turin is still . 
considered the official capital of tbe kingdom, and will continue to bo so re- 
garded until the actual removal of the public offices and their archives and 
personnel. 

This it is understood will not take place until April, or more probably I^Iay, 
an<l in the mean time most, if not all, of the foreti^n diph'in itic represetitatives 
will remain here, visiting Florence from time to time, if occasion shall require. 

I shall, unless otherwise instAicted, pursue the same course, aud hope that this 
decision wOl meet your approbation. • 
I have the honor to be, eir, your obedient servant, 

FORGE P. MARSH. 
Hon. W^ILLIAM H. Seward, Secretary of State, S^c, <^t:., «^r. . 



Mr^ Martk to Mr, Sewi^. 

No. 1!7.] Leuation of the United States, 

Tun*, April 1865. 

SiE; I have received from the minister of foreign affidrs official notice that 
the office of diat ministry will be transfened to Florence on the fifteenth day of 
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May next, but I have been since informed by the secretary general that it ht 
doubtful whether the minister of foreiga a£^ir8 will be at that city in person 
before the end of the month 

It id uuderdtood that Uie Kiug leaves Turin for F lorence to-day, but do formal 
tmumncement of hia change of residence has been made. 

I abfUl remain at Turin nntil the removal of the public offices actuallj takes 
plact . and t^hall then proceed tO the new capital. 

1 have the honor to be. sir» your obedient serrant. 

GEORGE P. MAKSH. 

Hon. William H. Sbwawd, 

Secretary of State. 



Mr. Marsh to Mr. Hunter, 

Ko. 118.] Lboation of thk Umtkd Statks, 

Turin, April 29. 1SG5. 
Sir : Two dny? ?ince a telegraphic rae^^ago forwarded to this city for trana- 
mif^iion to Constantinople brought us the tirft annoiuicement of the fearful crime 
to which the Chitf Magistrate of the Union has falleu a victim. The waut of 
direct intelligence and the brevity of the telegram led many to 8u.>«pect that it 
was a fiUsemmor, invented for purposes of speculation, but it waa coniirraed by 
lat<T Tno^^=nir''>. nnd th'- po!<t of thif morning bringf n« many of the details of 
the a8sad;iiuatioQ, as well as a notice of your appointment as Acting Secretary of 
State. 

Upon the reception of the first message members of the Italian senate and 
chamber of deputies, which were then there in session, called at my house for 

information as to the truth of the report. Thi.s, in coiiseqiient-e of the accidental 
failure of telegnims to and from Mr. Adam?*, 1 was unable to fjive, hut know- 
ing, as I do, the character of the enemies .with whom the late I'resident had to 
eoDtend, and remembering the threats of which he waa often the object. I have 
long thought such an event probable, and did not hesitate to say that I so cdn- 
ndered it. 

You will reccivo from nearer sources abundant evidence of the reprobation 
and horror which this enormeu.s offence against humanity has excited throughout 
Europe, and X am happy to say that the most eminent friends of Italian liberty 
are not behind the foremost in condemnation of the crime and in regret for the sud- 
den removal of a public niTi< <-r who, at the moment of his dewi, enjoyed the 
reverence of the civiliaed world in a higher degree than any other man of our 
timf 

The minister of foreign affairs^ has requested me to assure my government of 
the special regret and sympathy of the King of Italy and of the present ad- 
ministration of the kingdom, and m of theforelgnmini.^ters at this court have 
expre.^-aed to me similar sentiments. The ?enate and the chamber of deputie.s have 
parfj<ed appropriate resolutions on the occasion, but as these will be officially 
communicated to the government through the Italian minister at Washington I 
forbear to transmit them. I, however, enclose herewiHi, at the request of re- 
spectable persons, two series of resolutions from masonic associations, which have 
jnst been communicated to me. 

Great interest is naturally felt and expre«ped respecting the probable policy 
of >Ir. Lincoln's successor, and the eftect of the President's death on the polit- 
ical interests of the United States. It has been a great satisfaction to me to be 
able to testify, from personal acquaintance with the present incumbent of the 
presidential office, to the purity and elevation of his character, and to his sound' 
ness, abili^, and integrity as a state«ian, and at the same time to profess a eon- 
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fidence in the stability of our iiii^titutions which exdudes all fear eithor of a 
daiitr< iou? nhock to thorn or of a tcnipoiHrv derangemeai of their normal func- 
tions* irom evL'u so calainitoud an event arf this. 

It would be migraciou8 at tbia moment to inquire jealously into the sinceritjr 
of the official expretfaions of European regrct»or into the probable effects of Mr. 
Linoola's death on the policy of foreign powers towards u». Uappily the pro- 
gress of our arms lia8 secured us from all visible daiij^er of Europ^-an interven- 
tion, and if then* are governmental which, in earlier stages ot the reb(!l!u>ii. 
might have availed thenigelvea of such a coujuuciure aa this for evil ends, it is 
now too late to make it an oecasion of snccessfol wrong-doing by any European 
slate to the people of the United States. 

We are vet with 'Ul definite information as to tlif condition of the Secretary of 
Slate and of his son and assistant ; but the t*'legrapliic iiit( lli^ence seems f ivorable • 
to the lite and complete rcc>loration of both uf ihem. 1 he great wisdom and 
ability with which Mr. Seward has conducted the foreign relations of the United 
States are universally acknowledged, and arc, indeed, so deeply felt that his 
decease at tliis moment would be repirded by Europi! as a loss to his country 
hardly less than that of the President himself, and 1 most earnestly ini.<t ootii 
that hid life may be saved and that ha may bo spared the heavy atliicliou of 
the loss of a distinguished son. 

I am, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE P. MARSH. 

Hon. W. IIl N'TKR, 

Acfuig Sicrcfari/ of Stafe. 

(For enclosure see Appendix, separate volume.) 



• Mr. Marsh to Mr. Hunter, 
[Extract.] 

No. 119.) Lbuation of thk United Statks, 

Turin, May 15, 1SG5. 

Sir : T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your instinction of 
April 17, with the official announcement of the assa.-sinalion ot tlie Pres- 

ident of the United StHites. I immediately communicated a copy ui tiiis an- 
nouncement to the minister of foreign affairs, and have received a reply, of 
which a translation is annexed. 

I have received a considernlile number (»f addressee, resolutions, and other 
expressions of condidence with tlie peoph- of the I nited States on this sad 
event, which I shall Ibrward to Wasliingtou by tlie tiist private conveyance, i 
retain them in the mean time, because they would form a packf^ somewhat 
bulky for the mails. 

• ••••• 

There are in circulation many rumors of a projected alliance between France, 
Austria, 1 taly, and Spain for llie maititeiiance ot the new imperial dynasty in 
Mexico, at a cost, even, of a war \s\i\x the United blates; and a visit of Gen- 
eral Oialdini to Spain, at this moment, is suspected by some to be connected 
with a negotiation for this end. The whole thing seems extremely improbable 
as to some of the ])ower8 in qne^itic^n, and snjireinejy a! surd as to the best in- 
terests of all ot Ml. In such a crusade 1 can liardiy Ixdievc that this or any 
other European g..vv:rnment, except, perhaps, England, would have the sup- 
port of its own people ; and so transparent an attempt to put down republican- 
ism in America as this would be, might very probably teach European states- 
men that demoeracy is a much more pow< rfuI element of opposition tO measures 
of despotic policy than they, at this moumty cousidcr it. 



« 
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The sesdioa of parliament is not yet closed, and the minister of fore gn affairs 
is »till here, bat tne transfer of all the public offices to Florence will probably 
be completed before the month of Jane, and I intend to go to that eity in the 
eonne of the pnsent or the next n-outh. 

J am« ur, lenpectfaUy, jour obedient aerrant, 

GEOUGE P. MAHSH. 

Uou. William IIlxtbr, 

Acting Secretary of Siate, 



£Tr&Dalation.j 

Tlrix, May G, \fiGo. 

Mr. Minister : I have received the note wliich you have done ine the honor to uddreM 
me under datf of May 5, transmitting to nie a copy of a cireulHf of the Department of Stuto 
it Waabington, which convey* the <^cial aonouncement of the MMaHinatioo committed on 
the person of toe President m the United States and of the accession of Mr. Andrew Johnson 

to the President^-. 

On the 2tith oi April last, I hastened to transmit to the' minister of Itulj at Washington the 
■ ddrass which the Italian parliament liad Toted to- the Congress of the Union, in order to 

expretis to that body its flentinn rits of llvelv 8rni;>athy an ! the indignation whidi the ezecrei* 
bk chme of which Mr. Lincoln has been the victim lLia« excited in Italy. 

The Kinf^, my august sovereign, and his goremment^ fiillj concur in this manifMtation, 
unt] J r<-ii'-\v to yon, Mr. Minister, the wantx -^r oxprf^^ioti of the sentiments Uiey have folt, in 
cumntun with the whole Italian nation, on ihis saU occasion. 

In t'oninng sincere wishes for the pnsperitjvf tlie States of the Union andof^h^r worthy 
Prr»i<lent, Mr. Andrew Johnson, 1 big jw to accept, Mr. Minister, the assonmce <tf mj 
higli cunsideratiou. 

ALPH0N6E LA MABMORA. 



Mr, Marsh to Mr. Hunter. 
Xo. 121.] Legation of tbk U\t trd States, 

Florence, June 5, 1?65. 

SiR:*I left Turin on Tuesday last and came imiiK diatdy to tlii:^ city. I 
shall make my arraugemcuts for a permanent re^ideuce. here as rapidly ad pos- 
rible» thonghf for reasons stated in a former despatch, I shall be obliged to 
QLike occai<ional Tisits to Torin, until I can secure proper apartments for my 
family, and the convenience of the legation, which is by no mcjui:* an easy task. 
Mr. Clay preceded me by a few days, tmd has takenlod^iugs which will serve as 
an oifice until a better provision is made. 

The Foreign Office is now established at Florence* although one branch of it, 
the diplomatic council, as well as some other pablie offices, still remain at the 
former capital. 

I saw General La Marmora on Saturday. He inquired into our prcpcut and 
probable future relatioud with Mexico, with no small interest, and i know from 
various aourced that this tnbject is now occupying the serious attention of Ital- 
isn statesmen of all shades of political opinion. In case the Emperor Napoleon 
ehall decide to send large re- enforcements to Mexico, I have uo doubt whatever 
that Italy will be called upon to furnish a contingent, and the lending: article in 
the Ojjiniuue, a -emi-official organ, which I sent to you by the hut post, waa 
doubtless into tided to prepare public opinion iu Italy for such an eveut. 

llie pending negotiations with Borne are looked to with much anxiety. 
Nothing aathentic has tianspired as to the charaeter of the instructions of the 
Italian envoy. •••••••• 

I have the honor to be* sir, your obedient servant, 

GJiOKGE P. iLARSH. 

Hon. WiLUAM HONTM, 

Acting Stcretarff State. 

10 DC** 
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Mr, Mar$h to Mr* HunUr. 

^o. 133.] Lboation op thb Unitbd Statbs, 

Ffcreneet Jmte 10, 1865. 

Sir : On the receipt of the three proclunations of the President of the Unit<>d 
Statos, dated /\pril II, 1805, relating, rof»pectiv('ly, to the treatment of veeMs- 
^if-war of the United States by foreign powers, in tlie ports and waters of 
Buch powers, to the closiog of certain ports of the Uoited States, and to the 
port of Key.Weat, I eneloeed coptes of them all to the minister of fbreiga 
affairs, with a note, n copy of which, marked A, is hereto annexed. 

On the 29th of May 1 addrei^sed to the minister a note, of which a oop^t 
inarkr-d B, is hereto annexed, together with a copy of the proclamation therein 
reterred to. 

I have received from the minister twojootes, dated June 6th and June 9th, 
translations of which, marked, respectively, G and D, are annexed. 

I j-hall go to Turin to-day, partly for reasons of personal convenience, and 
partly to finish the draught of the treaty "vvliich T am anthorizi d to negotiate 
with this kingdom. Tho library and archives of the legntion still remaiJiiiifr at 
Turin, 1 cau perform this labor much more couvenieutly ut that city than at 
this, and I hope to complete it in a few days. 

It is now announced that the archives and offices of ihe Ttalian parliament 
will remain at the oM capital for some weeks, or even molltll^' longer, and, ns 
the expected dissolution of the national legislature has not yet taken place, it 
is suggested that a uew session may be convoked at Turin for the purpose of 
sanctioning a convention with Rome, or, possibly, of acting on the question of 
fnrnisliing an Italian contingent to the French army of occupation in Mexico. 
The latter snpposition is less probable than it seemed a few days since ; but the 
present ehnmoers would go with France and the Italian ministry on either point. 
The next parliament may prove less pliable. 

1 have the honor to bo, sir, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE P. HARSH. 

Hod. William Huntkr, 

Actimg Secretary of State, 



A. 

Legation of trb UmreD States, 

Turin, May 5, IBGS. 

Tour ExcfllENCY: I have tin- honor to enclose to you copies of a proclumatiou by the 
Prteitlent »»!' the I'nited States, datt'd \\m\ J I, If^io, n-latinp to the treatment of vessuU-of- 
war of the I'nited States by foreicn powers in tlw; ports and waters of such powere ; a proc- 
lamation by the President of the United States, dated April 11, 1H<>5, relating to the closing 
of certain portg ofthe United States ennmeraUx) in said proclamation, and a proclamation by 
the Presiiltnt of the United States, dated April II, lHf»o, declaring that the port of Key West, 
inadvertently included in the terms of the ladt^mentioaed proclamation, shall remain open. 

Tout excellency if aware that the gorerament ofthe United States bM never admitted the 
validity ofthe reanonfl which have induced viirirtim foreign powers, during^ tiio rehrllinn nlii 
portion of tiie lawful territory of the Union, to deny to the armed vesitelii of the Uuitud btates 
th« hospitalities reciprocally nsnal between friendly nations. 

Tf uNii kiirwii to your excellency tli it by recent victories of flif anus of tlir- T'tilon, the 
federal poverumeut is once more in undisputed possession of neaily tlie ^vhole of the territory 
lately uecupied by the rebel foroes, and that the so-ealtad Confederate States are now withont 
a pulitioul capital, without an annj, withoot aeaporlSi and, in witboot a government 
recognised even by lhetnf«elve,s. 

The alleged reasons for the refusal of the usual international OOmitj to our ships^of-war, 
never, as I have .said, .sutfioiout in tbe eyi's ofthe federal goverainent to justify such refustil, 
have now, therefore, altogether cea.sed to exist, and my government confidently expects that 
all fiireiL^i p<>wt*rs, and especially the kingdom of Italy, in whoso waters no vessel bearing 
the rebel tiag has ever appeared, and which has always n»iufested the moat amicable santP 
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meats towards the United States, will acquiesce in the justice and propriety of restoring to 
the anntnl vessels of the Union the onjoyment of thehotpitaliUflS which OM been granted hf 
each of the two nations to the navy of the other. 

It is proper that I should sdmlt, on thie oecosUm, that the TTnfted State* have had no occa- 
sion to complain of tho enforcement, in prm-tieo, of the rules prescribed hy his Mnjcsfy's gov- 
ernment respecting tho trcntmeut of fureigu armed vessels, and I take pleasure iu acknowl- 
edging a comity on the part of th^ Italian roTemnirat, of which niT own is by no mrans 
insensible, and which mayjustly be regarded as- n proof that the friendship so Ion}; miuiif. st. d 
hgr his Majesty's guvemnient for the govemuienl of the United States is in no degree im[)nirt'd. 

1 praj year CKceUeney to neoept tlw ranewed ezpresdon of my high consideration. 

OEOKGE P. MABSH. 

His Excellency General A. La Marmora, 



B. 

LWIATIOir OP TBB UnTTFD STATES, 

Turin, May 18C5. 

Yom EXCKLLENXY: I hiive the honor to enclose herewitli u printed copy of a proclania- 
tioa by the President of the United Stiiu .s in relation to the treatment of cruisers acting under 
the pretended authority of the so-called Confederate States in the ports of foreign powers. 

It is certainly not to be expected that vessels under the rebel flag will seek an asylnra in 
the ports of his Majesty the King of Italy, but in such cn.se tho liherulity with which his 
jyUjesty 'a government has treated the armed ships of the United States in Italian waters, and 
ibe notorious fhct that no shadow of a confedenrte goramment now eziata, juitify the expec- 
tadon thnt no maniur of r< cognition, aid, Of oomfortwiU bo ostendod to sldpa elaindngto 
belong to this illegal organization. 

I pray yonr oxcelleney to aooept the renewed ezpreesiMi of 017 Ugh oonsideration. 

• QEOBGE P. MABSU. 

His Excellency General A. La Marmora 



0. 

[TraMhrtion.] 

Florence, Jane 6^ 188R, 

Mr. Ministf.r: The transfer of the capital to Florence has not fill<nved me to reply sooner 
to the note yon did me the honor to address me, under date of ifay 5, communicating to me 
proclamationa of the late Plreddent of the United States, Mr. Lincoln, relating to the tieai- 
meut of ship8<oj^war of the Unkm in foreign wfrteis and to the doeing of eert^ ports of Uie 
United States. 

Ton are aware, Mr. Minister, that the King's goTemment has never concealed its sympa- 

thif s for the just cause which h.'js obtained so decisive snceesses, :ir,d you have yonrsi'lf ad- 
mitted that if we have been obliged to apply, in principle, to the armed ve&sela of the United 
States in the watere of Italy the conditions which onr regolations Impose upon belligerent 

veasclii, wc have taken care to mitigate their culoreeitH nf in practice, so .as to embarrass as 
little us puiisible the entrance of Umon ships-of-wur into our ports and roads and their titay at. 
such points. 

Now that the civil war may be considered at an end, we are happy to be able to give tO> 
the govenmieut of the United States new pledges of our continued f riendship. 

I hasten, then, to announce to von that all tlie restrictions provisionally adopted with refer- 
ence to the armed vessels of the United States are rescinded, and that hereafter these vessels 
wiB be treated in our waters on the footing of the ships^>f-war of other friendly powers In 
. tiaae of peace. 

Aa to the armed vessels of the separatists, wo hope that none of them will appear on on£ 
eoasts. Bnt if, contrary to all probability, any such should present themselves, they would. 

T (rt l.c received into our ports * xct jit in case of urgent necessity, under circumstances whero- 
thv laws of humanity would not allow us to reject them ; and in that event, our authorities, 
-will take all necessary j^ecaatfons to prevent any inconvenience firom resnlting therefrom. 
AeoMBt, Mr. Minister, the assaiuoe of obj high consideration. 

A. LA MAEMORA. 

Ifr. Oeorob p. Marsh. 

£a«tf jBitreeiediaalyaad Min%$ter Plcnivotentiary 

qf the Unittd StfUt$ of America. 
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tTraodaftloii.] 

Florekce, /mm 9, 1865. 
Mr. SfiN'isTF.R : The dpcisionB which I had the honor to annonnce to you by my despAtch 
of Juno G, having uuticipated the cutntuunication, which by your note of May 29 you have 
made me, of a pn>claination by the Presideut of the United States relative to the trcHtment of 
armed vessels of the separatiata, it only ramaiiu for me to diecharge the duty of ackoowledg- 
ing the receipt of that aocament. 
I vnli myaelf of (Us oocaiioiito offiw joa Che assumncc of mv higheoosidemtion. 

For the miaiater , M. CEEKUTI. 

Mr. GEUKfiE P. Marsh, 

£«wf Extrmardimmrff mud Mimister Plenipotentiary 

qftiu Umud &mU* ilMcricfl. 



Mr, Marsh to Mr. Seward, 
[ExtTMta.] 

K<v 183.1 Ijmiation or thb United States, 

Florence, June 29, 1865. 

Sir : Altlion'>}i T am not officially informpd that you have so far rocoverod as 
to be able lo i i .-iiuue the discharge of your functions as chief of the State De- 
partment, I infer from the newspaper accounts that you are again at your post, 
ani I aeeordingly address this despateli to yon. I oeg you, sir, to aooept tor 
yourself and our common country my sincere congratulations on your return to 
duties which, if lesH ttrduous than heretofore, are still of a character to demand 
the utmost powers of an intellect which has been exerted with Buch commanding 
ability and such uignal success in the direction of our foreign affairs during the 
eyeDttnl administmtion whieh has lately closed. 

The transfer of the official capital of the kinf^dom of Italy to Florence is now 
substantially effected, though some ]niblic office.4 Htill remain at Turin. The 
work of reorganization how( ver, not completed, and it will be some months 
before the engine of state is again in regular operation. The King has gone to 
Piedmont for the snmmer, ana the minister of foreign affairs is at present al 
Turin. 

I have left a draught of the proposed treaty of commerce and naytgation between 
theJ'nited States and Italy at the Foreign Office for examination, and ^liall pro- 
ceed with the discussion of its proyisions as soon as tiie ministry is ready to 
enter upon it. 

By the letter of my instruetions I am anthorised to negotiate a treaty or trea- 
ties. I soppoie this expression would include a consular conyention as wdl as 
an ordinary commercial treaty, but T am not clear as to the expediency of con- 
cluding a separate convention for this pnrnose. A consular convention much 
resembling ours with France was negotiatea between that power and iuily iu 
1869. Great Britain has no consular convention with this kingdom, and the 
British government has contented itself with inserting in the treaty of commeree 
and navif^ation of IRGS a general clau.-^e Hecnrinfr to theconfnls of the two conn- 
tries regpectively the powers, privileges, and exemptions granted by each to 
consuls of the most favored nations. 

As 1 yiew the qoeBtlon, the principal motive for n^tiating an independeDt 
convention for denning the power and privileges of consuls would be to limit 
the exemption of consular officers from liability to attendance in courts as wit- 
nesses. To invppt consular pupils, or vicc conpuls who may be American citi- 
zens, or commercial representatives of insignihcaut powerd, with privilege.^ which 
may occasion great inconvenience to American legal tribunals, as we appear to 
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haTe done in oux convention with France, seems to me a sabordiuation of the 
jndidal ftiithoritj to mere commercial intereBts, wbicli is SnoonBisteiit witli tlie 
d%nit7 properly belon^itig to what Ameriean and Englisli ]«▼ regards as so 

exalted a departmpnt, and I phould propose to exempt only consuls general and 
consuls, citizens of the states thej represent and not engaged in commercet from 
compulsory attendance in courts of justice. 

Too have certainly better means than I can bave of judging of ihe intentions 
of the French Emperorwith regard to Mexieo and the United States, bat I cannot 
help attaching some importance to the tone of the Italian ministerial presSf and 
of all the Italian journals in t!ie. French interest, in regard to th?B question. 
Thc-y are evidently still aiming to prepare the public mind for a call from France 
for a coutiDgeDt to the French army of occupation in Mexico, and for a possible 
ruptare witE the United States. How fiur these journals speak from ministerial 
inspiration, and bow far from French suggestbn* it Is hard to say. * * * 

T!:»' nogotiations with Rome will bo roejumofl ns soon as the preliminary elec- 
tious are over ; and if the present ministry remains in power new concessions 
will be offered, provided it suits the policy of France to require them. Many 
suppose the settlement of the Boman question to be especially desired at this 
moment by Nn])oIeon in order that botn his troops and those of Italy be K-ss 
embarrassed in their Mexicari movements, but I shall be muc h di.^.ippointed if a 
QaUo-Italic transatlantic war does not end in a Gallo-Xtalic revolution at home. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

GE0B6E P. kABSH. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Stenlary if StaU* 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Monk. 

Ko. 135.1 DSPABTHBNT OF StATB, 

WMmgUm, My S4, 1866. 

Sir : Tour despatch of June 29, No. 123, has been received. I thank you 
for the interesting information which it communicates. It is not deemed im- 
portant that you phould make at present any proposition to the Italian govern- 
ment relative to the negotiation of a consular convention. You will, therefore, 
confine yonreelf, under the authority that has already been given you, to the 
negotiation of a commercial treaty. 

I am, tb, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. S£WA&D. 

Gborob p. Marsh, Es^., ^„ Florence. 
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KOME. 



Mr, King to Mr. Seward. 

No. 29.] Legation op the United Statrs at Komb, 

December 24, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 20, 
of November 18t in nuwet to mine of October 24, and tm gratified to iMm 
that the eontents of the commanication to which it refers were aatia&etory to 

the govern men t. 

Sitiee my last, of November 24, nothing has occurred at Rome calling for 
special mentiou. I'olitical (juiet continues to prevail throughout the papal 
dominions. The health of his Holinees. somewnat impaired bj a cold daring 
the past week, is now fully restored. 

The intelligence of }>lr. Dayton's sudden death in Paris was received hero 
hy all who knew him witli feelings of profound regret. The country loses in 
him an able, faithful and zealous public servant, and his family one whoso 
place cannot be supplied. 

The impression produced in Europe by the ever-memorable result of the 
recent presidential election, and the firm self-reliant unyielding attitude assumed 
by the American people in vindication of the national authority nnd honor and 
in defence of the national life, continues to strengthen and extend. It is the 
ardent hope of all loyal Americans abroad, and of the millions in Kurope who 
sympathise with them, that the progress of our arms may speedily complete 
the triumph of law, liberty aud Union which the popular verdict of November 
8 so gloriously inaugurated. 

I avail myeelf of the occasion to tender to our honored President and his faith- 
ful cabinet ministers the good w ishes and congratulations appropriate to this 
festive season. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

AUFUS KING. 

Hon. WlLUAM H. SfiWABD, SfCt 



Mr. Ki-ng to Mr, Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No. 30.] Lboatiun op tub Umtbd Statbs at Komb, 

January 7, 1865. 

Sir: • •* • • • • 

In accordance with diplomatic custom, I paid an official visit to the Pope 

and cardinal secretary of state, during the Christmas week, to tender the good 
wishep and congratulations appropriate to the season ; I enjoyed with each a 

Slea(»ant and fatiffictory interview, and availed nivt'olf of the opportunity to 
irect their attention to the gratifying character of the recent intelligence from 
America. They both appreciated in its full force the significance of the news 
and joined in the hope, which I expressed, that the steady proeress of the 
federal arms would Speedily restore to our country the inestimaDle olesslngs of 
peace and union. 
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Bishop Lynch, of Charleston, South OarolinA, ratnraed from Paris to Rome 

a few days eince. I know of uo reason to 8uppof*e, however, that he is at all 
more likcij to be received and acknowledged aa an oiEcial representative of 
the rebel government than at bis previous visit. 

I EsTe the honor to be, with great vespeet, your obedient lenratit 

BUFUS KINO. 

Hon. William H. Sbwasd, 4^., ^e. 



Jlifr. King io Mr, SeuHU^ 

Ko. 31 1 Lbhation op tub Unitbo Statb^ at Rumb, 

. January 14, 1865. 

Sir: I have the honor to aeknowledge the reeeipt of despateh No. 21, of De-. 
eember 16, from the State Department, in reply to mine of November 12, and 
conveying instructions as to the disposition to be made of suadry volames in the 
archives of thf? United States legation in Rome. 

The intelligence of the capture of Savannah by the federal forces, under com- 
mand uf General Sherman, reached us on Monday Jast, and waa received with 
the atmoat enthnsiasm bv the Americans in Rome. I attended a state dinner ' 
at the Austrian ambassador's on the same day, and had the pleasure of reeeiving 
from various members of the diplomatic corps thrir hearty congratulations npon 
the favorable complexion of the news. The Russian charge d'affaires, Biiron 
Heyendorf, and the newly appointed minister from Venezuela, Signor Pullido, 
were especially eamwt in their felieitations. Baron Meyendoif remarked that 
Russia sympathized deeply with tiie United States in this hour of our national * 
trouble, and that not only the Emperor but the people of lvu>.s'vi had bcon inex- 
pressibly touched by the warm aiul gpnerous welcome extended to the Russian 
fleet, during its visit last year to different ports in the United States. I cordially 
assented to the hope which he expressed that the relations between our two 
governments might become more and more kindly and fraternal as the years 
rolled on. The Venezuelian miuif^ter was even more empliaiic in the oxprt s^jioti 
' of his good wi.-»hea. lie said thai for years past the piedoniiuauce of Llie pro- 
slavery intereats in the councils of the great American republic had exerted a 
banefm inflaence npon the new>bom governments of the south Americm states ; 
that in their early stm^les and later development they had met widi little 
pympalliy from the quarter to which they had naturally looked for encourage- 
ment, as well as example, but that now, happily, all was changed, and from the 
United States of North America, under their present ruler:<, they bad met with 
the kindest recognition ; therefore it was, he added, that the progress <^ the federal 
arms and the impending overthrow of the slavdioldem rebellion was hailed with 
delight by the people and states of South America, as it held out to them the 
bright promise that the system of free government and republican institutions, 
iuauguratcd and vindicated by the people of the United StJites, was to be the 
common heritage and pruud boast of the entire western continent. 

The telegraphic despatches yesterday gave ns the substance of the note ad- 
dressed by the State Department to the <j^overnment of Brazil in reference to the 
capture of the Florida in the harbor of Bahia. I thought it a good. occasion to 
converse with the Chevalier de Fif^uei eido, the Brazilian charge d'affaires, on the 
subject, and was glad to iiud ihut he was equally pleased with the spirit and 
tenor of the oommunicaUon, as oUculated to allay aU ill feeliug between the two 
Koveninu)nt<(, and to satir^fy the authorities and people of BrazU that the United 
olates wotild do justice iu the pn mifps. 

I had an official inti rview yesterday morning with the cardinal secretary of 
State i he too exjjressed his satisfaction with the action of our governmeut iu the 
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matter of the FIori^Ai and remark od that it would quiet the ailgiy Spirit which 
bad been at firt't aroused in TJrnzil hy the conduct of the American consul at 
Bahia and the captain of the Wachusett. Revertinj^ to our home affairs, the 
cardinal observed that the recent signal successes of the federal arms seemed to 
promin an early end to tbe war, which be moat eameBtly deairad, and the re^a- 
tabliabment of the Uoion. He thought that the great difficulty now would be 
to arrange the terras of peace aiifl tin- re-admission info the Union of the seceded 
States, as the violent pascious excited by such a war as had afflicted our c^nintry 
for the past four years were not easily allayed. I remaiked to liia eminence 
that there was no angry spirit, no feeling of revenge, towarda the people of the 
aonthern States among their brethren at the north ; that we believed they had. 
been misinformed and misled hy a few ambitious and unscrupnloun nu n, and 
that they wnuld be welcomed hack into the Union wiih open aims and in a for- 
giving temper, the moment they submitted themselves to the authority of the 

.federal government 

I availed myaelf of the opportunity to mention to the cardinal a rumor whieh 
has ben in circulation in aomB, that the Pope bad written a second letter to 
Jefferson Davi^, in the sense of encouraging him to persevere in his work of re- 
bellion, and giving him tlie benefit of a pap^il recognition. The cardinal with- 
out any hesitation prououuccd the report untrue. The Pope had written no 

' second letter, he said, though he himself had addressed one, general in its terms 
and pacific in its spirit, to the sonthem "commissioners*' who had addressed a 
circular to all the courts of Europe. This, the cnrdinal remarked, simply en- 
gaged the good offices of the Pope to bring about peace, whenever a fitting op- 
portunity should offer itself for the exercise of his moral influence. Bcyou'l this 
X do not think that the papal government will be in any moreliaate to interfere 
in our affairs than France or England. 

I have thfi honor to be* with great lespeet, your obedient servant, 

EUiUSKING. 

Hon. William H. Skwakd, 4pc., Sfc„ Sfc, 



Mr, Seward to Mr, King. 

No. 24.] . Dbpartmbxt op Statb, 

Washington, February 8, 1865. 

SiR: I have received your interesting despatch of January 14, No. 31, and 
have read with much pleasure the account it gives of your conversation witli 
variouH members of the diplomatic corps, on a recent occasion, at the residence 
of the Austrian ambassador to Rome. 

Yonr proceedings* on receiving by telegraph the substance of the note of thia 
department* relative Id the eaptore of ^e Florida in the haifaor of Bahia* are 
approved. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM U. SEWAIID. 

BuFos KiNOf S^c., Sgc., Borne, 



Mr. King to Mr, Seward, 

No. 32,J Lboation of the U.nited States at Rome, 

February 11, 1865. 

Sir: The intelligence of the sudden death of the lamented Edward Everett 
was received hy the Americana in Borne with profound and unaffected regret. 
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AnticipatiDg the wisbes of the State Departmcsl, I have eanwd the rooms of 

the American legation to bo draped in mourniag, aa a slight maik of reepeet to 

the memory of tho rleparted etatefman, orator, anri pRtriot. 

The unexpected departure of Victor Emanuel from Turin for the new capital 
«f Italy — Florence— excites eome effervescence in the political circles of Rome. 
The adb«reiit8 of the papal gorernmeiit do oot openly attadi mach ifldportanoe 
to changei Jtrat the liberal party build high hopes upon it. Tiii.'^ party for 
?everal years past hn9 kept entirely aloof from the carnival celebration cus- 
t/imary at this 8ca.-ioii, but in honor of the Franco-Italian treaty, and, m they 
believe, the approaching realization of their darling wi»L — an united ItalVt 
vith Rome for its capital — thej hare resolved this year to participate In the 
carnival foatiTitiee* and do whatever they can to add to tneir gayety anil 
splendor 

The health of the sovereign pontiff continues excellent, though tho winter 
thus far has been an unfavorable cue. and an unusual amount of sickness has 
prevailed in Boine. 

The number of American Tisitors here has largely increased within the past 
fiew week?, and I am happy to say that, with very rare ezcepUonSt they are 
esmest and ardent guppnrterf of tlic government of the Union. 

I have the honor to he, with great respect, your obedient servant. 

RUFU6 KING. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Stematy State, 



i 

Mr. Kmg to Mr, Seward, 

Ko. 33 ] Lboation of tub Umtbd Stated at Rome, 

March 4, 1865. 

8iBs I am reminded by the date of my letter that on tfiis dav our honored 
PMdcnt renews his vow of devotion to the Conetitation and laws of our 
eoontry, and enters upon the seeond term of his administration I desire to 
offer to him and to the faithful counsellors who form his cabinet my heartfelt 
congratulations on the events of the ua^t few months and the happy auspices 
under which be resumes his good work, as well as my earnest wishes that, by 
the Uessinf^ of God, he may realise* within a brief period, his ardent hope for 
peace, liberty, and onion. 

Nothing has transpired in Rome Bince my last despatch callinsr for special 
comment, 'i'he carnival papsed oft* without any disturbance, and was very 
generally participated in, as well by foreigners as by Romans. 

I had an offeial interview with Osrdinal Antondli a few days sbce, and a 
very frank taXk about affairs in Amoric^ ■ His eminence seemed to appreciate 
fully the events of the late campaigns, and to look forward hopefully to tho 
»[i^( dy cessation of hostilities and the sabmission oi^ the insaigenUi to the con- 
itituted authorities of the country. 

I availed myself of an opportunity during the cnrrsntwesk to converse with 
the Freneb embassador, the Oount de Sartiges, about affairs in Mexico and tho 
rumor, very ottfient in Europe, that Maximilian had ceded certain provinces to 
Kapoleon aa security for material and financial aid, of which ex-Senator Gwia 
was to be viceroy, and which was to form the nucleus of a "confederate'* 
colony. Tho count treated the story as an absurdity, and repeated what he 
ind to me some months ago, that the Empeior of the IVench would withdraw 
all Lin troops from Mexico at the earli< >t opportunity. 

Bishop Lynch is still in Rome, though in no nccredited official position. I 
htag, however, that he and those who sympathise with him ^profess confident 
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hopw of some European demonstration in behalf of the Bo-callod Oonfederate 
States on or immediately after this tho Ith day of ^larch. I do not myself 
entertain any apprehensions on the eubjcct. J'>uio|»e has enough to do at homo, 
while the United States of America have abundantly proved that they can take 
cave ctf tbem8elTe«» tnd ndtber ask nor fear any forei^ intervention. 

I have the honor to be, irith great leapeet* yonr obedient servant. 

BUFUS KING. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, 

Secretary qf State. 



Mr, King to Mr. Seward. 
TSo, 34.] Lbgatior op tbb Unitbd States at Romb, 

March 11, 1S65. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of despatches Nos. 23 and 
24, from the St:ite Department, nnder date .of February 8, in reply to mine, 
Nos. 30 and 31, of January 7 and 14. 

The news of the fall of Oharleeton, which left New Tork on die S2d of 
February, Washington's birth-day* arrived in Rome on the 4th of March, the 
first day of President Lincoln's second term. The coincidence added not a 
little to the pride and patir^faction with which the glad tidings were hailed by 
the loyal ATncricans, as well a? all others in this imperial city, who look forward, 
hopefully to the progress of civil and religious liberty throughout the world. 

The rumor to which I referred in a previous despatch^ about the Pope's 
probable departure from Kome in the event of the withdrawal of the French 
g;inij«oii, has been revived during the past week, and iy quite current in diplo- 
matic and other circles. It i^i added that, in the case that he leaves Rome, tlie 
Holy Father will take up his residence, temporarily, at leajjt, iu the i«laud of 
Malta, where an asylum is understood to have been offered him some time since 
by the British government. My information upon the subject is not yet 
sufficiently reliable to enable me to form a detinite opinion as to the authenticity 
of this report. I hope, however, to obtain ere long precise and trustworthy 
intelligence in the premises. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

BUPDS KING. 

. Hon. William H. Sbward, S/e,, 4c 



JVr. King to Mr. Seward, - 

[Ejftract.] 

No. 35.1 Leqation op tub Unitbd States at Romb, 

MarcA 25, 1865. 

Sib :♦♦♦*♦ The relations between the French and 
papal courts continue to engrofls attention in Europe, and many rumors are cir- 
culated as to the convcnation between his Holiness and Count Sartige.^, to wliich 
I adverted in my last communication. From what I can li arn, 1 am inclined to 
believe that the French ambassador simply called the Pope's attention to the 
fcict that the Emperor intended to carry out the Franco- Italian treaty, by with- 
drawing his troops from the Roman states, and suggested the advisability of 
organizing a sufficient force to preserve the peace and to maintain the papal 
authority. It is generally believed that the Pope, in reply, declined to increriHo 
5 the nomber of hi^ troops, as not warranted by the resources at his command, or 
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hj the necep?Ttie8 of the cafe, I adhere to tlie opinion, lioretofore expres^ie^, 
that notwitljst-andinp^ the treaty, in tlio possible event of tlie Pope's authority 
being threatened iu Rome, there will bo no lack of French bayonets to sustain 

sad no timnafer of the imUtary protectorate to any other European power. 

The recent intelligence from die United States has wroaght a marked change 
m tlie piii)lic opinion of Europe. Tht* belief that the war is nearly ended and 
peace, liberty, and union assured to our country beeominp^ very general. The 
idea of any foreign intervention iu behalf of the so-cuUed Confederate States is 
mXL nwh aibandoned. 

1 mm, air, with great reepeet, your ohedient aenrantt 

BUFUS KING. 

Hon. WIU.IAM H. SfiWABD, 



Mr. King to Mr. Seward» 

Ko. 36.] Lbqation of tub U.mtkd States at Romf, 

jpru 22, lees. 

8f R : I have the honor to acknowlodge the receipt of despatch No. 96* from 
the State Department* nnder date of March 7, In reply to mme of Fehroary 11, 

and expre??in^ Hatisfaction with the contents thereof. 

The imposing ceremonies of Holy Week and Easter Sunday passed off this 
year with unwonted eclat. The weather was uncommonly line, the concourse 
of ▼isitois from all parte of the civilised world nnpreoedented, and the health of 
die Sovereign Pontiff so good as to admit of his officiating in person on the days 
appointed. To the Americans in Rome our Easter was a scene of special re- 
joicing, for the eve of Paschal Sunday brought us the glorious tidings of the de- 
Seat of Lee, the capture of Richmond, and, as we trust and believe, the final 
overthrow of the wicked and wanton rebellion. The intelligence was received 
with the sineerest gratitude and delight, and almost all the memhers of the diplo- 
matie eorps at the papal court offered me their hearty congratnlations on tliia 
happy i9?ue out of our national dit^imltiofl. 

The Francr-l talian treaty continues to excite lively discussions in the diplo- 
matic and poliiic^il circles of Europe. It is not easy, in the midst of the varying 
opinions expressed and the conflicting rumors circulated, to predict with confi* 
dence tlie results of that convention. The chief interest hinges upon the futnre 
statns of the Pope, and the probabilities of liis leaving or remaining in Rome, 
in the event of the withdrawal of the French troops. I Imd a long conversation 
with the French ambassader, Count Sartiges, on this topic a day or two since. 
The connt expressed the belief that matters were approaching a crisis ; that the 
Pope was pressed by conflicting counsels, one party (the ttltra-montane) urging 
bim to abandon Rome, and the other opposing such a step as suicidal ; that the 
ifsne WIS with the Holy Father himself, who thus»far, at least, was strongly 
disinclined to leave the Vatican. That in his, the count's judgment, the de- 
parture of the Pope from Rome would be the signal for a general convulsion in 
Italy, if not throqghont Europe, and that the peace of the world might depend 
vpon the Pope's remaining in the imperial city, where he thought his person 
would always be secure and his authority respected. Count Sartiges further 
informed nic that the Pope had addressed an autograph letter to Victor Emar^- 
ael, with a view to bring about a conference touching the q^ucstious of church 
tad sute, in ifsne between the papal and Italian governments, and that within 
ifew days an accredited representative had arrived in Bome from Victor Eman> 
idf ehar^god with a reply to the papal missive. He regarded this, he added, 
as a verv important step in the right direction, for that would be the happiest 
poasible solution of the problem, which, leaving the spiritual power of the Holy • 
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Father nDqneitioncd, should sustain hw temporal antbority by Italian bayonets. 
I have given quite fully the substance of tlje French ambassador's remarks, as 
I thonjrht thorn very significant and ba^ed upon intimate knowledge of the facts. 

Pa^ising from Italian topics we conversed briefly about American affairs. Tho 
eoimt said that be regarded the hMt news as entirely eonelusiye and the war aa 
substantially at an end. His apprehension then was that Home troable might 
grow up between the Fiiifed States anfl ^^axinlilian. lie did not fear any hos- 
tile or aggressive action on the part of our government, certainly not — Ix' r^aid, 
so long as the State department continues to be managed by the same able 
Statesman, who had presided over it dnring the past four years ; but there was 
danger that forty or fifty thousand desperate or adventurous menf thrown ont 
of active service by the return of peace, might, at any moment, cross over from 
the southwest into Mexico, while there never would be wanting a Juarist 
chief to issue a pi-onuuciamento and give to the movement the color of a revo- 
lution. I assured the count that peace once restored, the aim and policy of onr 
government and people woold be to caltivate friendly relations with all mankind* 
and that so long as our rights were respected an^ fiur treatment extended to us 
we should be the la^t power to resort to war. 

I cannot close this despatch without tendering to our honored President and 
his faithful cabinet my heartfelt congratulations upon the glorious successes 
which hare crowned tibe Union anns and cause. " Thanks be to Ood who giveth 
us the victory !'* 

I have the honor to bsi with great respect* your obedient servant, 

BUFUS KING. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, Sfc,, ^v., ^e. 



' Mr, King to Mr, Humier, 

Ko. 37.] Leuation of tub Umtbd States atBo.%ib, 

April 29, 1865. 

8ir: The appalling intelligence of the assassination of President Lincoln and ' 
the attempt upon the lives of the Secretary and Assistant Secretary of State, 
which reached Rome on the moruing of the 27th instant* excited the most pro- 
found and universal sentiment of horror and indignation among men of every 
class, condition, and nation. The first account represented that the As.-<istant 
Secretary of State had also fallen a victim to the asdasdiu'ti knife, and that the 
life of the Secretary was despaired of, but we are at least spared this aggravation 
of horrors, the latest despatch report! n^^ that "Secretary Seward is out of 
danger," and that hi^< son, though in imminent peril, is still alive. As the 
tidings (jprt ad the Americans in Rome gathered together at the room.s of the United 
States kgutiou, and held a meeting to give utterance to the feelings which the 
news had excited in ever^ loyal breast. I transmit herewidi, as requested, a 
copy of the resolutions adopted. They but ^bly express th^ intense emotions 
which the d;i3tai dly crime of the southern conspirators has everywhere aroused. 
Kor ii^ this confined only to our own countrymen. From the cardinal secretary 
of state, the ambassadors of France, Spain and Austria, the representatives of 
Russia, and Brazil, and othere, members of the diplomatic corps, and from some 
of the principal Roman nobility and eitutens, I have reeeived assnranees of the 
utter detestation with which they regard the criijie, and of their profound sym- 
pathy with the government and people of the United States in the hour of 
terrible trial and affliction. May Almighty God safely guard and gtiide onr 
country through the surging waves of trouble into the calm suushiue of peace 
and public, oraer. 
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In token of respect for the memory of the great and good man, who died 

hp h;id lived, faifhful to his tnist nnd nt tlio pof»t of duty, I Lave caused the 
riioma of the United States legation to be draped in monminp. The loyal 
Americans in Home have all aasumed the usual oadges of mourning as a slight 
Btaifbotatioa of their sorrow for the lamented death of our Pcesideat* and of 

Trd for his memory, 
need scarcely add that we await with tifinbling anxiety further news from 
America, and that it is the devout prayer of all true-hearted Americans in Rome 
that the livee of the Secretary ana Assistant Secretary may be spared to their 

COUltlJ. 

I am, BUT, widi great retpeet your obedient eerrant, 

BUFUS KINa 

Hon. W. HUNTKR, 

Ac/ing /Secretary of State^ lfc.t ifc^ tfC 
(For encIoBoro see Appendix, aeparate Tolome./ 



Mr. King to Mr. Httnier, 
CEztract} ^ 

^0.38.] Legation OF THE U.MTED States AT Rome, 

May 6, 1865. 

Sir : The terrible eatastrophe of the 14th of April, at Washington, atiU oeen- 
pies Ml thoughts and tongnea on this aide of the water, and has called forth 

from the court:* and people of Europe an expression of her.rtfelt sympathy and 
sincere r»orrow un{>arnllele(l in hit*tory. A|)proprliite relij^ious services were 
held in the United States legation rooms here, which were largely attended by 
Americans and othera. •••••• 

Our l<ite;<t adviees from home to the 22d of April encourage the belief that 
both the Secretary and Aj^^istaut Sfcretary of State have escaped the fato 
defij^ned for them hy their brutal and cowardly a8t<ailaDt, and still live to serve 
their country. I need not say with what unfeigned gratitude and joy this news 
haa been teeeived, not only by the Americans, bat by men of all nations In Borne. 

I bad an offidal interview with Cardinal Antondli a day or two since. His 
eminence embraced the opportunity to express to me, for himself and for the 
Holy Father, the horror with which they regarded the bloody act which had 
struclc down the head of the American republic, and aimed a like blow at the 
hfe of his chief coaasellor, and of their eai*ucst sympathy for the American gov- 
ernment and people In this hoar of trial and affliction. His eminence Itarther 
begged that I would make known theee sentiments to the anthorities at Waah* 
ington. 

in rny despatch of April 22 I mentioned the arrival in Rome of an accredited 
representative of Victor Emanuel, charged with the reply of that monarch to 
the antograph letter addressed to him some weeks sinee by the Pope, in reference 
to certain matters at issue between them. This gentleman, Mr. Vegezzi. has 
been in Rome upwards of a fortnight ; ha? held .«evei al conferences with the Popo 
and with Cardinal Antonclli; has received vi;»it?* tVotn the French atpbaasador 
and other members of the diplomatic corps, and only left on his return to Fior- 
eace yesterday. I have very good reasons for believing that he is greatly eon- 
tent with the issue of his missy>n, and goes back in high hope that a reccttdlift* 
tion between the Pope and Victor Emanuel, which would bring with it peace 
and union throughout the peninsula, will ere long crown the ardent wishes of the 
friends of a united Italy. Such a result, it cannot be doubted, would be hailed 
with delight by the mass of the Italian people. On the other hand, it is wholly 
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l^puj^nant to the views and wiflies of that f Dnnidable body in the Catholic 
church known as the ultrn-monune party, and thejr* of course, will oppose ia 
all possible wajs the desired cousumniation. 

I have tbe honor to be» with neat respect, yonr obedient aervant. 

EUFU8KING. 

Hon. William Hunter, 

Acting Secretary of Siate, ifc., Sfc* 



Mr, Kng to Mr, HunUr* 

No. 39] Legation of thb TTnitbd States at Bomb, 

May 13, 1865. 

8lR : I duly received a copy of the circular from the State Department 
tinder date of April 17, directing all officers and others pnbjpct to its orders to 
wear cimj)c upon the left arm for the period of six months in honor to the memory 
of our late illuetrious Chief Magistrate. Anticipating in this respect the wishes of 
the department, I, had already eansed the United States legation rooms here 
to be suitably draped, and, in common with all loyal Americans now in Rome, 
had a?puni*'(l the customary badge of mourning, which will be worn dnring tho 
time prescribed. It is a mtMaticlMily eati.'^factioti to know that the grief we feel 
at the bereavement tbe republic has sustained meets with general and earnest 
sympathy in all parts of the Old World, and that in Europe, as in America* 
enl^tened public opinion has already inscnbed among the most illaatoiona 
names on the roll of fame that of our martyred President. 

The intelligence from home, to the 29th of April, bringing dr'taiL>^ of Johnston's 
surrender, seems to remove all doubt as to the complete and tinal overthrow of 
tbe slaveholders' rebellion. The four years ordeal through which our count!/ 
has passed has proved indeed a fiery one, but, thank God, it has been bravely, 
unflinchingly, and triumphantly encountered. The latest advices as to the 
steadily improving condition of the honorable the Secretary and the Assistant 
Secretary of State iia\ e given wide-spread satisfaction. We cherish the hope 
that a few weeks will restore them to their wonted health, and ouce more in- 
sure to the country the benefit of their counsels and services. 

In my despatch of May 6 I Vnentioned the recent visit to Rome of M, Ve- 
gezzi, an accredited agent from Kii;g Victor Eraannel, and spoke of the, cur- 
rent rnmor;* and conflicting hopes as to the progress and probable is-'tie of h'n 
mission. The subject excites veiy general aud lively interest in political cir- 
cles, and ibrms ope of the chief topics of conrersation. It is not supposed that 
much has yet been accomplished towards eflTecting a complete reconciliation or 
establishing cordial relatitnis between the Pope and the King of Italy, but at 
least ft f'tt p ban been taken in tlie riglil direction, and this of itself aftbrds great 
encourugcmcnt to the friends of Italian unity. There can be no auestiou, in 
my judgment that the Uoly Father is sincerely anxious to bring about such a 
result, and is prepared to make liberal concessions in furtherance of so desirable 
an object. Ihe advisers of Victor Emanuel and the body of the Italian Pope, 
in the papal as in the royal dominions, look forward hopefully for the same end. 
But, as I mentioned in a previous despatch, a very strong body in the church 
are wholly opposed to it, as are the radical or Mazzinian party among the peo- 
pie, 'though for very opposite reasons. It seems, indeed, to be a contest 
between extremes and means, the result of irhieh is still rery doubtful. 
The counsels of the French Emperor, I have reasons to think, are all in the 
sense of peace and unity between church and state in Italy, and everything 
seems to indicate his settled purpose to carry out the IVauco-Itaiiau treaty, and 
withdraw his troops from Rome at the time fixed upon. This, howeyer, as I 
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have before remnrki rl, is cnntinf^ont upon the maintenance of pence and public 
order hero; for tlie Ktnpcior will not permit the person or authority of the Pope 
to be molested or a8^<niled for the want of adecj^uate protection. 

I cftlletl yesterday upon the cardinal Becretary of state to eommnDicate to liim 
tlie latest tidings received from America. He fally concurred with mc in re- 
garding the intflligence as deeisive, and the war ai^ practically at an eildt and he 
freely avowed his salisfactiou at tbe auspicious result . 

The cardinal iuij^uired particularly as to the state of Mr. Reward's health, and 
again ezprmeed for himself and the Holy JTather their earueat hopes for bis 
speedy recovery, and their sineero oondoknce widi the American people in the 
lose of their lamented President. 

I have the honor to be* with great reepect, yonr obedient Bervant, 

BUFUS KING . 

Hon. William Huntbb, 

Aetimg HeerwUtry State. 



Mr. King to Mr. Seward, ^ 

[Extract.] 

No. 40.] Legation op thb UxNItbd States at Rome, 

May 24, 1565. 

Sib : Sinee my deapatch of May 13, nothing has transpired in Home calling 
for special roention. The discnseien to which I referred in my last, as to the 
resnlt of the pending conference or correspondence between tbe Pope and Victor 
Emanuel, is efill going on in diplomatic and pol tical circles. It is doubtful, 
however, whether any material progress baa yet been made t»)ward8 a solution 
of the different questions involved. Tbe return of M. Vegezzi, tbe envoy of 
Victor Emannel, is daily looked for here* and it is generally supposed that he 
will bring with him some definite propoeals on the part of tlie King of Italy. 
The feeling of opposition to any compromise or reconciliation betwe n the Popo 
and the King does not rt em to abate either with tbe idtra-montane party in the 
church or tbe radicals iimong tbe people, and the hope of a favorable issue to 
the negotiations appears to he less strong than it was a fortnight since. 

Among the mmors received from America by the last arri^ was one which 
has created some excitement and elicited a variety of comments on this sitle of 
tbe Atlantic. It is that which refers to the proposed "emigration" of many 
disbanded officers and soldiers of the federal arm^ to Mexico, with tbe view of 
taking service nnder Juarei. The course which Maximilian has mnsned 
towards the chnreh since he ascended tbe throne of tbe Monteinmas has cost 
him a large share of the popularity which he enjoyed at Rome a year ago, and 
there were not a few of the Catholic dignitaries wlio expressed the hope that 
tbe Austrian aicbduke may speedily find it advisable to return to Europe. 
Some of the French jonnials, accepting the rumor as a &et, see in it a threat 
against France, and seek to hold the federal government responsible for anj 
movement of the kind. In conversing, however, last evening on this BOhject 
with the French ambassador, Count Sartigcs, I was glad to hear him express 
the utmost confidence that, so long as the State Department at Wa.-liington 
continued to be guided by the same able hands and wise counsels which had 
eontroUed its action during the past four years, there need be no fear of any 
difficulty or misnndefstandiug between the United States and France. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

KUrUi3 KING. 

Hon. WiLLtAM H. Sbwabd^ ^. 
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jair. King to Mr. Hunter, 

No. 41.] Lmation of thb Unitbd Statbs at Romr, 

June 2, 1865. 

Sir: I liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the circiilftr from the 
State JJepartrnent. uiidrr date of May 16, enclosing two copies of the l*resi- , 
dent's proclamation of May 10, relative to iuBurgeiit cruisers, one of which I 
am directed to commnnieate, without delay, to tbe rovemment to which I am 
accredited. In aooofdanee with these instractioiiB, I thia mornini; presented 
to t)ie cHrdinal eecrefary nf 8tnte a copj of die pfodamatioii in qnefitioii, with a 
bri< f cxjilanation of ita contents. 

i avaiied myself of the opportunity to converse with his eminence on the 
enbject of Amerieaa afihira. He Njoiced, he said, to see that the war was en- 
tirely over, and that the questions remaining to be disposed of were of trifling 
importance compared with the great one which had been so effecttially settled. 
Alluding to the capture of .Jefferson Davis, the cardinal t'xpret»scd tin" hope that 
the government might find it consistent with its views of duty to .-'pare the life 
which he had forfaited to the outraj^ed laws of his country. I remarked to' his 
eminence that of one thins at least he might rest assnred— >that no feeling of 
yengeance would dictiate the coarse pnrsned, and that fewer victims woold fall 
at the close of our great dvil war thim in any other similar struggle reeorded in 
history. 

The cardinal adverted to our existing relations with England and France, 
and the causes which might disturb them. Of these he seemed to think that 
Hezioo was the most prominent. I assured his eminence that the American 

government would not pcnnit any " fililniHtorinf^ " expedition to he fitted out in 
the Unital Stat«'s, with a view to upset Maximilian and expel hi^ French pro- 
tectors from Mexico. At the same time I expressed the belief that the Austrian 
arehdnke conld not maintain his anthority there without foreign help, and when 
that was withdrawn — as it shortly- must be — he would probably follow in their 
footsteps. The cardinal coincided in this opinion, and added that when con- 
sulted on the subject by Maximilian, upward? of a year ago, he had cautioned 
the Austrian prince against undertaking the enterprise. All that his eminence 
said, indeed, confirmed the view taken in my last despatch, as to the feeling now 
entertained by th* papal court towards Maximilian and his projected empire on 
the western continent. 

I mentioned to the cardinal that, \vithin a few days past, Bi;*hop Lynch, of 
Charlej^ton, South Carolina, a repnted confederate apMit, had applied to ine, 
through u tricnd, to know upou what conditions he would be allowed to return 
to South Carolina and resume his clerical functions. The cardinal remarked* 
iu reply, that tlm bishop had never been received or recognised in any way as 
an accredited reprP!<entative of Jefferson Davis, and that, like every other jrood 
Catholic, re:<ideut in the United States, it was his bounden duty to hoiKn-, re- 
t^pect, and obey the constituted authorities of the goverumeut uuder whose 
])rotection he lived. 

The envoy of Victor Emanuel^ H. Vegeiai, is expected to return to Rome 

on Monday next This is another step forward in the pending negotiations 
between t)ie Pope and the King of' Italy; but no prediction can yet be safely 
hazarded as to the Hnal result. 

I am, with great respect, your obedimt servaaty 

BUFUS KINa. 

Hon. W. HU.NTBR, 

Acting Secretary tf State* 
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jUr. King to Mr, Seward* 

Now 42.] IiBQATlON OP TUB TTnITIIU StATBS AT ROMB, 

June 24, 1865. 

Sir: I liave received from the State Department copies of the presidential 
, proclamalioiia of April 11. and May 2, 9, 10, and 22, as alpo of the notWcation 
issued bY the Secretary of fcstate, dated June 2, relating to foreign passports. 

The reetiTisl of Ooitnib Domini was celebrated in this city on the 15th instant, 
with all the pomp and ceremmiy with which the church or BoniA is acenBtomed 
to surround its public observiuicefl. The Bovera^n pontiff* wfaoM health con- 
tinues excellent, bore a conppicuous part in the imposing pageant, and wa? wel- • 
corned with every outward demonstration of affection and respect by the multi- 
tude assembled in the great square of St. Peter. 

The anniTerBariee of the election and coronation of the present Pope, occurring 
on the i7th and 2l8t instant, were duly honored in Rome. In accordance witli 
custom, all the members of the diplomatic corps now here called to offer to his 
IIolin»'B8 their congrattilatinns upon the happv return of these (to liira) memor- 
able davri. During my interview with thu Holy i'ather, he* spoke with much 
feeling abont American affiturs, exproBsed the Bineere pleasure which it gave him 
to learn that the war was ended, and desired me to convey to the Preaident his 
best wishes for the 8ucce?8 of the administration and the complete restoration 
of peact , ])ro8perity, and public order. He asked several questions about onr 
nation<il debt, remarking, in the connexion, that ours was a country of wonders 
and of resource* appaientljr so vast that even a debt of such magnitude need 
cause no disquiet. Hifl Holiness seemed greatly interested in the probable ftAe 
of the leaders of the great rebellion, and especially of Jefferson Davis, express- 
ing the hope that his life might be spareo, and no victim3 offered \ip on the 
altar of the restored Union. But as for the conspirators and asHa^sind who had 
Btraek down FkesMent Lincoln and attempted the murder of the Secretary of 
Stale, he was entirely content that, in their case, joatice dhould do her perifbct 
work. I repeated to his Holiness the assurance which I had heretofore givm 
to Cardinal Aiitonelli that no life would bo wantonly, vengefnily. or imtiecef 
sarily taken, and that the greatest civil war the world had ever seen would close 
with the smallest number of victims recorded in history. 

After taking leave of the Pope, I proceeded as nsnal to make a formal visit to 
the cardinal secretary of state, and conversed for some time with his eminenoe 
about American affairs. He, too, m.uiife^tfv] p^reat interest in the progress and 
results of the American state triatt^, :nul warmly congratulated me upon the 
final and happy termination of our great fltruggle. 

H . VegvMBai, the representative of Victor Emanuel, has been In Rome, on his 
second visit, for two or three weeks past. He is here, howover, in no reeog- 
niEed official capacity, but rather as a private and confidential messenger; and 
tlmfi far mission hap been without any actual practical renult. The influ- 
ences for and against bis success seem so nearly balanced that, as yet, it is 
difficult, if not impossible, to predict which way tne seale will turn. 

The papal oourt is about breaking up for ^he summer. Early next month 
hi^ Ifolines:^ go«»3 to his favorite retreat in the Alvan hills, Caste! Oandolfo, and 
the diplomatic corp.-* have alrendv commenced dispersing. After fc>t. Peter's 
day, the 29th inptant, very few will be left in Home. 

Biehop Lynch, of Charleston, South Carolina, late confederate agent, is still 
here. I had an interview with him at his request a short time since. He ad- 
mitted that the cause of the south was hopeleps, exprestted a wish to return to 
hi? home and popt of duty, and aeked me on what term?* he could It*' re-adniit^ed 
into the United 6lateji. I told him that the tirst thing to be done was to take 
the oath of allegiance, and make his pet ce with the federal government. This 
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lie vcfis willing and ready to do, if that would s^iiflice ; but he seemed apprehen- 
sive that if he returned to America he might be proceeded against criminally. I 
told him that the Presidcnt'B proeUmiation, which was daily expected, would 
no doubt eontaia fall information on this point. The proclamation has since 
arrived, and Bishop Lynch, I understand, considerB hiinBolf included in the list 
of exccpHonB. His present purpose, as I learn from a mntnal friend, is to pro- 
ceed to iiavana, and thence make hifl appeal to the fedeial authorities. 1 judge 
that he is effectually cored of hia Beoemkm IbUj. 

I have t3w honor to be» with gnst mpecl. your obedient servant, 

Hon. WlLUAM H. SSWARD, IjfC, tfC^ tfC, 



Mr, Seward to Mr, King, 

Uo, 27.J Department op State, 

Washington, June 29, 1865. 

• Sir: Your clo?patchea from number 33 to number 39, with the exception of 
number 35, have been roceived, and have been read with much interest. Your 
account of the feeling excited in Home, and of the proceedings which took place 
there, on the reception of the newB of the aBBasBination of Presldrat lineoln, 
axe Teiy gratifying. 

I am, sir, yonr obedient aervantt 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 

, BuFUS Kino, Esq., igc.t ifc.t Rome. 



Mr. King to Mr. Setoard. 
[Extract.] 

No. 43.J Lbqatio.n of the Unitbo States at Romr, - 

JuJi/ 4, 18G5. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the circular from the 
State Department, nnder date of June 7th» relatme to the order inmed to Bear- 
Admiral Goldsborongh, thai about to sail in the United States steamer Oolo- 

rado for European waters. I believe that nearly all the maritime powers of 
Europe have now withdrawn their recognition of the insurgent States a.«i belli- 
gerents, and no longer accord to rebel veasels-of-war any privileges as such, or 
withhold from the flag of the United Statei the enatomary naval ooartesies. 
The government to which I am accredited, possesses no navy, nor any ports 
likely to be visited by American ships of- war, and has not taken any action in 
the premises to which the United States could object. When I mentioned to 
Cardinal Antonelli this morning the substance of the circular above referred to, he 
at once replied : " We, at least, have never recognised the sonthem belliger^ts." 

St. Peter's day, the 29th lUtimo, was duly honored in Rome. It was tine 
great festa of the church, and nearly the whole populfttkn of the city seemed 
to take part in the ceremonies. The Pope officiated in person at the celebration 
of the ma.>*.s in the morning, and a vast and perfectly orderly crowd enjoyed the 
magnificent display of fireworks on the J^incian hill at uight. 11 is Holiness, 
whose health eontinnea excellent, takes his departure for Oaatel Gkmdolfo in a 
few days. 

M. Vegezzi, the special messenp^or from the King of Italy, left liome, on his 
return to Elorence, last w(;ck. Thus far nothing has been accomplished, nor 
does the prospect of an ultimate agreement between the Pope and Victor Ema- 
nnel seem at all flattering. • • • • # 
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The few Americans remaining at this season in Rome, though far away from 
their native land, do not forget that this ia the nation's birthday, and tliey honor 
it accordingly. They may be pardoned for repeating, with conscious piide, in the 
andoit capital of the world the old Boman Mast* **I am an Amerieao dtisen." 
I bayo the honor to Imv with great respeet» Tour obedient sen^ant, 

BUFUS KING. 

Hon. WuLUAM H. Sbwabd, ^e^ ^ 



Mr. King to Mr. Seward, 
[Estnelf.] 

Hb. 45.] Lbgation of thb Uxitbd States at Rome. 

November 10, 1866. 
Sir:* * * * * • • • 

Two events have occurred in Rome, since my last dcHpatcli, of more tlian 
ordinary interest. The retirement of Monsiguor de i^Ierode from the papal 
eafalnetv and the commencement of the eTacoanon of the papal territory by the 
Fkeaeh troops, Hie explanation given by the press of M. de Merode's with- 
drawal vary according to the political bias of the parties making them. Those 
who wit»h to attach but little consequence to the thange attribute it to M. de 
Merode's failing health, while a much larger party see iu it an important step 
in advance, and iSth^ thai it augnrs fitvorably fat the reconoiliation of Rome 
and Italy. IC. de Merode was understood to reflect the sentiments of the nltra- 
montane party, in church and state, and a marked antagonism existed between 
himself and Cardinal Antonelli, which threatened at times to disturb the har- 
mony of the papal council. Now, however, that M. de M.erode has retired, the 
influence of the distinguished secretary of state has become all paramount, and 
wiUt it is confidently hoped, he wisely and fiuthfnlly employed. 

llie evacuation of the French troops, in pursnanee <tf the treaty between thb 
Emperor of France and the King of Ituly, commenced on I^Iouday lust, two 
batteries of artillery having left Rome that day to embark on French transports 
now lying at Civita Vccchia. Other bodies of troops will follow at brief iuter- 
vala» and there seems no reason to donbt that the whole movement will he coul- 
l^eted widiin the period stipniatc-il, to wit, two years from September 15, 1864. 
To replace the soldiers thus withdrawn by Napoleon, the papal government is 
recniiting and organizing a considerable force ; and the belief gains currency 
that, before the final evacuation of the French, an arrangement will be entered 
into between the Pope and Victor Fiwiannel which wiU secure to the Holy See 
aU the protection it needs. 

The cholera still lingers at different points along the Mediterranean coast, 
and, within the past few days, has been quite fatal in Naples. Thus far the 
pontifical slatct* have escaped, comparatively unscathed, though it is hardly to 
he expected they will go entirely free. Meanwhile very rigid quarantine reg- 
iktioBe are enforced afi along the ficontier, and the resolt Is that, as yet, hot 
ftw Americans or other foreigners have come to Rome. Shoold the sanitary 
condition of the Italian peninsula improve, however, there is eveiy prospect of 
a large influx of Americans during the coming winter. 

Within the current week I have enjoyed two interviews with the cardinal 
seeietary of state, and conTeised at some led^ on topics connected with 
Aaierienn affaim. His eminence expressed his smcere gratification at the rapid 
^ffpgp nes towards peace and union which our country was making, and spoke 
m temnB of very warm praise of President Johnson's plan of reconstruction, and 
of the merciful and magnanimous course which had been pursued towards the 
van^uitiicd rebels. * . * * * * * 
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The Pope* I am luQ^py to brj, is hi tbe enjoyment of excellent health and 
ppirits. He papsed, Thursday, aloncr the whole lenj^th of tlio Cor^>^ on foot, 
ni< ( ting^ everywhere, from the crowilrt wlm thronged that thoroughfare, uuo- 
(j^uivocal demonstratioDB of afTection and respect. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your ohedient semuit, 

fiUFUS KING. 

Hon. William H. Srward, 

Secretary of State, 



Mr, Ku^ to Mr, Seward, 
No. 46.] Lroation of thb Unitbd State!« at Ro.mb, 

Koremhcr 18, 1S65. 

Sir : I had the honor, yesterday, of an interview with the Holy leather, and 
enjoyed a long and interesting couversatiou with him about American all'airs, aa 
well ae the oonditioa of tJimga in Italy and Europe. The Pope had many 
questions to ask aboat the pfOfrress of events in the United States, and expressed 
great satisfaction at the return of peace and the reconstruction of flio Tninn. He 
inquired particularly as to the health of the President, wIiohi- lite, he trusted, 
would be spared, that he might finish the work be bad so well begun. lie 
warmly approved the clemency which had been ahown the rebel leaders, and 
hoped, be said, that Jefferson Davis would also receive the ezeeudve pardon. 
The most difficult problem he thought for the United States to solve was tbe 
proper disposition of the negroes ; and he seemed to apprehend that we phonld 
find the question a troublesome one. Passing to European affairs, his Holiness 
remarked that there was great political agitation a^ll over the continent ; not in 
Italy only, bat in Germ iny, Spain, Fraroe. and England, there seemed to be 
{ronole bvewing. Ireland was restless and discontented, and Fenianism uttered 
ominous threats. He had no idea, he said, that this movement would affrct 
Britinli rule in Ireland, for the ocean which rolled between the United States 
and Great Britain forbade tbe idea of invasion. But Canada, with its extensive 
and exposed frontier, offered an easier prise, and thither, he thonght, the Fenians 
might tnm their arms. It would be for the advantage of all parties, the Holy 
Father remarked, that the United States should tJike Canada and incorporate it 
into the American Union, rather than allow tlie Fenians to pof<*es»f* themselves 
of it. Better that it should be done by a regularly constituted government thau 
by a revolutionary and irresponsible organisatfon subject to no control, and 
liable to every excess. His Holiness spoke, I thought, despondingly of the as- 
pect of affairs in Italy. "Within another fortnight, he said. Saxony and Bavaria 
would reorganize the kingdom of Victor Kniatniel. The Emperor of France 
was about to withdraw from Italy, and the poor Pope would be left all alone 
in bis little boat in tbe midst of the tempestuous ocean.'* What would happen 
God alone- knew, and to His will and protection the Holy Father committed him- 
self. I expre?sed the hope that no serious trouble vould occur in Rome, and 
reminded his Holiness that it was the duty of the diplomatic corps* to ^hare his 
fortunes atid remain near his person. Yes, he said, and during the revolutionary 
movement uf '48, when he had sought refuge iu the palace of the Quirinal, the 
diplomatic corps all hurried thither and formed, as it were, a cordon around him, 
so that, in the inidr't of the tumult and firing, he remained calm and tranquil. 
Hi:^ Holiness adverted to the cnncef<:*ion8 whtili tlie different p^oveniraent!' of 
Europe seemed to be making "to the revolntirmai y i^jnrit of the fl^< /' They 
would not, he said, satisfy those who were clamoring lor change, but only en- 
courage them tolnake Mther deollaodB nn'tfl tli^ Vould finish by telling the 
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governments tbemselvcs that they etmld dispense with tlieir farther services. 
Evidently the Holy Father looked upon the condition of affairs in Europe aa 
anything but BntistUctory, and it was with deop and manifest emotion that he 
referred to the Supreme Kuler of the universe as his only guide aud refuge iu 
the apprehended fcroahlea. 

After taking my leave of his Holiness, I paid the customary visit to the car- 
dinal pecretaryof stite. and was received by him with his wonted kindness and 
courtesy. His eminence, who watches with close attention the proo;reHs of 
events in America, referred with great satisfaction to the reported interview of a 
delegation fipom South Oarolini^ with the President of the United States, and to 
the bngnage used and the sentiments avowed by Mr. Johnson on that occasion* 
Hii* eminence cordially assented to the justice of the President's views, and ex- 
pressed his warm and earnest approval of the course pursued by the federal 
authorities in re-establishing law, order, aud civil government amoug the people 
of the States so lately in rebellion against the Onion. A policy at once so wise 
and 80 humane deserved, as it eoiud not fSdl, he thought, to secure complete 
saccesB. 

The cholera still prevails with great severity at Naples, but, as yet, there has 
not been a case in Rome, and the authorities here hope to escape the visitation 
of the pestilence, at least during the present season. Meantime very striugent 

auarantine regulations continue to foe enforced all along the papal frontierSv and 
ie result is that Rome is comparatively deserted; thoagh at tnis period of the 
year it is usually crowded with visitors from all quarters of the globe. 

The French troops continue to leave Rome by detachments, and Count Sar- 
Uges, the ambassador of France, remarked to me a few days since, that within 
a year there would not be ii single French soldier left In the papal territory. 
I have the honor to he, veiy respeetfhlly, your obedient servant, 

BUJTUS Kim. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of tState, ifc., Sfc. 
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J&fr. Wood to Mr, Seword. 

No. 182 J Lbgation op thk United States, 

Copenhagen, February 6, 1865. 

Sir : On the 4th instant, having received a commouication from Mr. Bigelow, 
the United States chaig^ d'affiiiree at Paris* I addrassed to the minister fir for- 
eign afifairs the accompaoying note, No. 47»and interrogatories, and to^y have 
addressed another noto to litm,Ko. 48, a cop^of which is also herewith enclosed. 
Some time last autumn an iron-clad brig-rigged steam ram arrived at this port 
from France. I was informed, in answer to my inquiries, that she was for the 
Danish government. I was eubscquently informed that she did not pass inspec- 
tion, and wotdd be retained to toe birflder, in Fmee, aa unfit for the Bsnieh 
i^avy. I was also informed by a Danish naval officer that she was ru(lely and 
badly hnilt, as he knew by inspection, and that her bolts had no beads to them, 
and she was in othor respects defective. After lying licro eouic three months, 
and having had several inspections, none of which, as X wa3 infurraed, was sat- 
iafaetoiy, she, with a erew of some thirty men, (as I was also informed,) was 
sent back to Bordeaux, and of which Consul Hansen duly apprized our consul 
at that place. She is a formidable and daugerous-looking craft, and is said to 
be heavily armed with Armstrong guns. 1 await the answer to my inquiries. 
It is possible this government may have been deceived, as there is a rumor of 
one **I>e Beviere," who onoe olfored te make eennon for us and wai feflifled» 
being oonoemed in the aflbir. 

I remain* very lespeelitiUy* your obedient servant, 

B. R. WOOD, 

MinuUr RetidetU, 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Seereiary of State, 



Mr. Wood to Mr, Mumke. 

No, 47.] * LaOATlox or tttf UNrrED Statf.s, 

Cojtenhugen, February 4, Id4i5. 

Sm: From anthentie infonnation thts dsy reeeivod firom theleiratlon of die United States 

at Paris, there is re-isoii to fear that one or moro vossels-of-war built in Frrin(M\ litit cnrrviticr 
the Danbh flag, have recently passed into the hnndR of the so-called couiedcrutes of l^ortu 
America. Though I do not suppose thai hit Mitj<-Hty'8 oroveramettt Iim aanethmed or will 
sanction sucb a use of tlmt flup, yet if is vf ry (li sirable that the puvfrninfiit wliich T have* 
tlie honor to represent should be in ^)os8e»siou of all the facts conuocu-d with this trmifMiction, 
with a view to obtain such infonnntion, (if In th«p08SeMioD<tf his Majesty's government.) 

T take tin- liberty of hen-witli piicloRinjT to yonr exoellency certain inquiric^s which, whoQ 
answered, will put me in possession of the di*hiro<l information. May 1 a.sk ot your excel* 
lency as early an answer as will be convenient. 

With renewed assnrances oi distinguished consideration, I have the honor to remain year 
axoelleucy's obedient servant, 

BBADFOSD B. WOOD, 
_ Mi»itUr Ruidnit, 

His Exoellenoy Mr. Blohhb, 

• Jf talsler ^ Fonigm AJfrntrUt tfc 
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1st How many vMeels has the Danish govprnment parehaMd in Frtncef 

2d. What are the naom they bora b«fora and after tneir pmclune by the Danish gown- 

ment? 

3d. Were they, or either of them, aAerwards MBt bade to Flruiee, and what were the 

Orflors pi von tb«'ir onntnins in rcsnfct to tlieir delivery ? 

4th. When au<l where were they delivered, into whose hands, and wliat became of their 
equiPHfre 7 

5th. Were they eold before their redeUToy \ and if so, to whom, and what were the tennt 
of BaleT 

Gth. Wii-i any notice pivcn to the French government that the vessels were not ficocptcj 
by the Danish government before their sale and deliveiy to the ne# porciiaBers ; if so, when 
and to whomt 

Till. Whnt was the name, mnk, and natinnality of the ofTicer who took command of them, 
or either of them ; and where and how w ere tiioj, or either of them, named after the de- 
parture of their Danish equipage 7 

Wtlu Had they aiiy annament on board when they wera dalivend; if in what did it 

consist ? 

9th. Were anv arms or munitions of war taken on board white the Danish equipage was 
bring translenea; if so» of wliat did they oonsistf 



Mr, W9Qit» Mr, KwrAs. 

No. 48. ] LBGATnnff or thb Umited States, 

CtptmkagvUf Ftbrwary G, ISCTt. 

Sir : In addition to Mie in<inirio8 I had the honor to address to you on the 4tli iiistant. I 
would suggest, inoNumch a.s 1 iearn from Paris tliat the Frcucli povtTnmout suy ihi- Itaui-iu 
govenunent bought the Sta<^rkodder ab»oluteJy, that his Majtsty's government furnish 
me with a certified copy of the contract and an^ other papers that passed between the two 
governmentjj, and I would also respectfully inquire under what permission and other circum- 
stances the Htaerkodder left Copenhagen, whether under the command of an officer of the 
Danish navv, and whettior she was fully coaled and armed. I assure your excellency that 
in seeking tnis information, I do it to ezenlpate his Majesty's government from any censure 
in the 1 1 iiiisjictiun. 

Witii renewed assurances of iiigh consideration, I tiave the honor to remain your excel- 
knej's obedient aerrant, 

BRADFORD R. WOOD, 

Minuter Resident, 

His ExeeUeney Mr. Blumhb, 

if iatster qf For0ig» Agiun, 



Mr. Wood to Mr. Seward. 

e • 

No. 183.] • Lboation of trb Unitbd Statbs, 

Coptnhagah Fehruary 14, 1865. 

8lR : Sinte my last despfitch I have had sfveral interviews with the acting 
minister for foreign affairs, Mr. Quaade, (Mr. Blumlie Lcing ill,) ajul tlio director 
general of the ministry, Mr. \'edel. The a£ur of the StJierkoddcr, the iron- 

flated ram to which 1 reterred in my laat, is undergoing an investigation, and 
have an aMunuice that the whole matter will be placed In my faaada. From 
these interviews with the minister and the direetor general, I learn that the 
Staerkoddor never belonged to tlie Danish goverament. Some time last 
winter or last spring they made a contract witli one Arman, of Bordeaux, to 
build an irou-plated ram, carrying three heavy Armstrong guns, but as she did 
Bot ftdfil the eoDtract, ahe waa rejeeted. NotwithataadJng this she was sent to 
Copenhagen under the French flag, withoat guns; the gons following 8uhse> 
qnently in nn iMiglish fhip. The ram, after arriving here, was again inspected 
and again rejected. lu the mean time, or on her first arrival, she dif^charged 
her French crew. After lying here from the firat of November until sume 
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time in January, either the agent of ArniKn, Do lliviere, or Mr. Pujrcr, a Danisli 
mercliaDt to whom ebe was consigned, applied for liberty to ebip a crew, and 
pennission to take back to Boraeauzt nndor the Daniah flag, inatmudi aa 
she could not be taken back under the French Ha^, aa two-thirds or three-fourths 
of tlu' cnnv were not French ; the Fronch law, it wns iillodfi^cfl, rc^iuiring; it. 
Tins permission was conceded, and the Stat rk odder, witli a c iew of forty-live 
Danes and Swedes or less, set out for Bordeaux, with l>e Kivierc, the agent of 
Annan on boaidt and Hinder the eomnunid of a Danish merchant eapti^ 
After pateing bito tHk Cattegat, for some cause or other, perhaps an alleged 
ptorm, she returned to Elsinore, and landed De Riviere. She again. put to sea, 
but was compelled to put into Norway and coal, De Riviere having Airnifbed 
the money. From thence she proceeded to the coast of Holland and took on 
board De Riviere and another man, and proceeded to Quiberon or Nantes, and, 
when anchored in French waters, De Biviere informed the Danish captain that 
be had sold the ship and he need go no farther. The Danish captain and crew, 
(with, })orhapB, the exception of two or three, said to be engineers or firemen,) 
lett the ship, tnkinf^ the Danish flag with them. 

I should state that the Armstrong guns were placed in the bold of the Stacr- 
kodder when she left here. I must confess that the whole matter looks Tery 
mnch like a French trick on the part of Arman and bis agent De BiWerei in 
which, perhaps, Puger bad a hand, and in which the Danish government were 
the unsuspecting dupes. I have written Mr, Bigelow, our cliarg** d'at^aircf at 
Paris, but tear, from the state of the mails, the Baltic being closed, that ho has 
not received my letter. We haTe commnnicated by telegraph. 
I remain yovr obedient servant* 

BRADFOfiD R. WOOD, 

MmisUr Ruidemt, 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Seenkary of State, 



Wood to Mr^ Seward, 

No. Ib4.j Lboation of thr UxiTRn States, 

Cop mho gen, li^ebruary 2U, 1865. 

?IR : I herewith enclose a note I addressed the director general of the 
ministry on the receipt of a letter from Mr. Bigelow, our charge d'aflaires in 
Paris. I have seen him this momlni^, and he leitentes the assertion that the 
Sphinx or Staerkodder, or Stonewall, never belonged to the Danish government. 
I read in Galignani of the 12th inflt.mt, from the index, "That a secret ne- 
gotiation is progressing hetween the United States government and the Danish 
government for the purchase of the Clyde-built iron-clad, of the Waitior 
model, belonging to the latter, and now lying at Copenhagen." 

This ship is nndonbtedlv for sale^ for, leamhig last autumn that negotiatiOna 
for this purpose were pendbg, I made inqnury and was confidentially informed 
that the negotiations were with a power friendly to ur. I understood from 
OQtsiders that the negotiations were with Spain. I repeat an opinion made 
some two years ago, that we should have a man-of-war in the North German 
ocean, and, eommanding the Baltie, we eaa be our own best police. 
I remain, ftc your obedient servant, 

BRADFORD H. WOOD, 

Minuter lU*ident, 

Hon. WiLLii^M H. Seward, 

atOMary of SUOo, 
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Mr, Seward to Mr. Wood, 

No. 103.] Dbpabtmbnt op 8tatb» 

l/ltaekitigtom, Fehmerp 21, 1865. 

Sir : It is with aineeie regret that I find myself obliged to call your atten- 
tion to a serious causae of complaint op^ainst the goverament of Denmark. 

Certain vesdels were building at Bordeaux for the insurgents of the United 
States. This goyemmeut remonstrated. The French government interdicted 
the depaitare of the yesseb. One or more of them was reported to have been 
Bold to Denmark. It is certain that one of them went to Copenhagen. 
Recently, that vc;<t*el is reported to liave come, with a Danish crew and a Danish 
flag, to the island of Houat, on the coast of France, and to have there received 
an equipment and crew from an Englibh vessel, and coals from a French vessel^ 
and then to have put to sea as an inanrgent vesaeL There is much eonfiubn 
in the reports of tlie transaction which nave reached the United States. It is 
even douotful wheth^ there are not two vessels concerned in the transaction, 
instead of one. A<^ain, we hear of ono Buch vessel as having put into Ferrol 
for repairs ; and again, of the same vessel, or another, having pat into Cormma 
for repairs. 

Mr. Raasloff bere^ and the Banish mhiister in Ftois* deny that the Danish 

goremment have owned or sold the vessel which is reported to have -been 
brought to Ilouat. The French minister of finance is understood to affirm 
that the vf'3s*cl was so sold. Even the fact of the transfer to the insurgents is 
not yet clearly established. There is, however, too strong a presamptioa of 
the net to allow this govetnment to remain idle or nneoneemed. 

Yoa win, therefore, ask for explanations of the Danish govemmentt and in 
doing so you will not omit to inquire how it happened that, if that government 
intended to divest itself of responsibility, it caused or suffered tlie vesmcl to go 
into Hooat, an unarmed place, not within the surveillance of the French gov- 
ernment, instead of Boideanz. 

In every ease, and speaking only npon the condition that Uie fiiets reported are 
tme, you will inform the Danish government that this government cannot be 
expected to puhrait uncomplainingly to apprehended invasions of piratical 
veaels coming from Kurojtcan ports. We shall expect that Denmark will do 
whatever is necessary to prevent such acts, if the responsibility shall be traced 
to the govemmeBt or. tp the BQljects of Denmmk. 

You will say, moteover* that this government deems the time to have come 
whr n the maritime powers of Europe ought to witliliold all protection and shel- 
tA^r irom enemies of the United States who proceed from countries with which 
they are at peace. 

I am, sir, your obeteit lervantf 

WILUAU H. SEWABD. 
Beaopobd B. Wooo» £sq^ ^ ^ Copemiagm. 



JUr, Seward to Mr, Wood, 

No. 104.j Department of State, 

Washington, March 2, 1865. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
6th of Febmary, which contains an acoonnt of the representation yon have 
ntsde to the Danish government concerning the truut^ferof the ram Olinde, other- 
wise called the Stonewall, to pirates engaged in hostilities ags^pat the United 
Stat^ 
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Whfle it eeema to me poBsible that jonr reptesentatioii migbt properly hK9% 

been mn^c in a form more accpptable to that government, yet I approve of the 
proceeding in its pencrnl cfTect, and I authorize you to Btate to his Majesty's 
vemmeut that the subject is regarded by the President as one which it is 
ped will receive the serious attention of the government of Denmark. 
The inqniries which have been made in Franee leave it donbtfid whether the 
Danish authorities have exercised that vigilance and that regard to the rights of 
the United Stntpp, in the transaction referred to, which, as a friendly nation, 
they had a right to expect. It mu»t be aj)parenl that thia government cannot 
rest content if a naval war is waged against us, under a piratical flag, from any 
of the miaritime etates of Europe. * 
I am, sir, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. S£WABD. 
BRADPOfiD E. WooD^ £s^., Copcnkagen, 




Mr» Seward to Mr. Wood. 

■ 

Ko.l05.] Dkpabtment of State, 

Watkimgton, March 3, 1865. 
StR : Herewith T enclose, for your infonn.ition, a copy of a despatch of the 
9th ultimo, (No. 23,) from Mr. Bigelow, chiir^^ d'affairetj of the United States 
at Paris, in which he commuuicates a transcript of a note addressed to him by 
Mr. Dronyn de Lhuys, relative to the steam nun Olinde, otherwise 8tonewa]l» 
together with several other papers upon the same sobject. 
I am» sir, yoor obedient senrant, . 

WILLIAM H. S£WABD. 

Bradford R. Wood, Esq., i^c, Sfc., Copenhagen. 

(For enclosures see despatch No. 2d» from Mr. Bigelow.) 



Mr. Wood io Mr. Seward. 

Ko. 185.1 Lboation op thb Uif itid Btatu, 

Oopenkagem, Btarek 3, 1865, 

8ta: 1 herewith enclose copies of notes to the director general of the 
foreign ministry, of the datet* of 25th, and to the ministor for fnrripi nffnir? on 
the 2Sth F<'bruary, ultimo. The letter to the foreign minister, who still con- 
fined to Ilia house by illness, was written after my interview and a full under- 
ttanding with Mr. Yedel» the director general of tie ministrj. I yesterday had 
an interview with Mr. Qnaade, minister without portfolio, and he assures me 
the fullest investigation shall be had in the matter; that my note of the 28th 
ultimo had been laid before the niiniftor of justice, and that I might expect a 
speedy answer. 1 have to-day had an interview with Mr. Vedel, who submitted 
to me the contract with the French bnilder of the Olinde, alia* Sphinx, aliae 
Staerkodder. aliae Stonewall, and other papers, which show that the ship never 
belonged to the Danish government. Copies of these will be placed in my 
hands. While I acquit the Danish government of an intentional breach of 
neutrality, yet we mny Buficr ju.-^t ns much as if they had intended it. I await 
the evidence now being taken, and to be taken, before pre^euting the whole case. 
I have the honor to remain vonr obedient servant, 

BRADFORD E. WOOD, 

Mmitter ReeidenL 

Hon. Wiluam.H. Sbward, Secretary <^ Stale. 
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Jtfr. Wood to Mr. Blumhe. 

LEOATIOH of TBS UNITED STATES, 

F«»nMry28. 1866. 

Sir : From informAtion I have received from Mr. Hanson, the American consul, commu- 
nicated to him by one of tho crew of the Sohinx, or Stnerkodder, and now the Stonewall, 
I leam that when this ship left Copenhapi^n she had on board another passenger beside De 
Ri\'iere, a coufe^lerate oflicor, passing under an assumed name, and who took command of the 
sbip after ahe arrived in French waters, (or when she met another steamer,) or when the 
Danish captain ceased to command. I am atso infbrmed that the French enenieers who had 
brought the ship from France were kept on hoard tins sliip (fli.' StHrrkodder or whiitever 
n»me) nntil the Danish engineers went on board, or until tho day before, or a short time be 
fore she left Copenhagen ; and that she had her guns in position when she left, and coal soB- 
cient for the vovage to Bordeaux. That whon she put back to Klsinoro she landed De 
Biviere, and a Mr. Pugeard brought her anotht r en^ueer. After leaving Elsinore, and, at 
Alleged, on account of bad weather, sho put into Christiansand or some other port in Nor- 
way, coaled and rpninim d there four or five dnyn, three of which were pleasant, and went to 
sea in wi-uthcr mure boisterous than when she entered that port ; the ship being a good sea- 
boat, but leaky. About thirty-six hours after leaving Norway the ship altered her course 
for Nien Dieppe, in Holland. One of tho engineeit remooatrated with the cajtoini as the 
weather was nne and the ship had plenty of coal. 

At Nieu l)ii'ii[)e she again took on board De Riviere and another man, (Waddell,) also a 
confederate officer, known to one of the engineers, and who informed' the Danish cantain 
who he was, and who snbsequently became the second officer, or an officer on boara the 
Staerkodder at^er she passed into confederate hands. 

On the 21st January the Staerkodder arrived off Qmberon, or in French waters, and came 
to anchor. Hera a man Tepresentlng himself as thebrother of Do Biriore came on board 
and soon after left. The next moniinfj tho Staerkodder got under Wi^, and wfis shortly aft«*r 
met by a ship under English colors, with coal, munidons of war, and ^ now crew, and soon 
after meeting with her was met by a French steamer. TheDanbh captain them informed 
his ercw that the sliip was Bold, and trifl to in(lii('<" lii'? cre\r or some of them to enlist and 
to remain on board, and which they refused to do, and insisted on being put on shore. They 
weve aet to work hj the Dauish captain to coal from the British steamer under the promise 
of eipht francs per man for doing it. One of the engineers protested afraitist this aolivery 
of tho ship, bud insisted that tho captain should go into port and the crew be properly 
discharges. They were finally landM bj the lYsoch steamer, leaving the Daniah c^rtam on 
board and the Danish flag stiU flying* 

I would request of your excellency that the Danish captain be examined as to his 
knowledg^e or belief as to the truth of the above, and particularly as to bis knowledge 
or belief of the real names, character and business ol the passeneers who left Co- 
penhagen with him, and of those who came on bond in Holland, and what has beooina 
of them, nn(^ where he last saw thcni. And. further, that such of the enfriufcrs and 
crew be examined as shall be indicated bv Mr. Hansen, the American consul ; and, further, 
that the Mr. or Mesanu Pnggard be examnied as to their knowledge or belief of the character 
of the Staerkodder, or any of the particulars in tho forofroing statement. And I would fur- 
ther request that inasmuch as Mr. Hansen understands the Danish language he may be 
resent at such examination, and be permitted to anggett audi questions as may occur to 
im bf»)iri!ipr tlii>' matter. I need not suggest to your excellency tlint if the captain and 
thu n^eut ur agtuiti* of this ship are innocent, tho more searching tlie investigation tlie better 
for tlicm. I do not believe that his Majesty's government has inteutionalfy departed ftx)m 
the strictest neutrality ; but if it should appear that Dauish citizens have used the Danish 
flag for a fraudulent or piratical purpose, I am c^nlideut that his Majesty's government will • 
vindicate its neutrality. 

With renewed assttraucee of high consideration, I remain yonr ezcellency's obedient 
■ervant, 

B. B. WOOD, MinUttr Bciite. 

ICr. Blumhe, Minister far Foreign Affaire. 



Mr, Wood to Mr, Seward, 

N<k 187.] Lmation of tbb Unitbd 8tatb8» 

Copenkagemt Mareh 14, 1865. 

Sir : Yonr despatch, No. 103, of the Slat nltfano* was received yr^'terday*. 
• From the dcspntclu s and copies of letters received ere this, and those I now 
send, yoa maj perhaps think I haTe more than anticipated mj in»tractionf. 
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I am very glad to receive and oommimieate to this government yonr last de* 
Bpatch, as the director general of the minisfry infomiod tnc, a few days since, 
that the court intrusted with tho investigation of the ulVair of the Staerkodder 
had discovered ."it had not tiuliicient juriddictioa " to make the examiuatioa 
I desired. I bave bat leoently discovered that the Staaikodder was oriei- 
naUj intended for the confederates, and I am credibly informed that the Ht. 
Puggard I have aln ady mentioned, a Danish merchant in this city, the con- 
signee or cr)rr( s|)on(lLut of the ship, and the man who procured her crvw and 
liberty to leave the port under the Danish iiug, and whose re-examiuaiiou I 
bave asked, advanced large svnw of money for the bnUdtng of the Staerkodder, 
knowing that this vessel was being built for the c(mfederate8. I have informed 
both the minister for foreign affidrs and the director general of the ministry of 
this. 

To prevent all laches I again send a copy^of my note to the director gene- 
rsl, of the S5tb nltimo. From a translation of Mr. Blnmbe's note to me, en- 
closing copies, dc&t of the oontraet with Arman, the French bailder, and other 
papers, y6a wiU eee what he says of the affair. I am still of the opinion that 
the Danish government was practised upon by the Frenchmen and ouo or more 
of its own subject's, and how far it will screen the latter remains to be seen. 
I have the honor to remain your obedient servant, 

BRADFORD B. WOOD, 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

iSecretary ^ State* 



Mr. Wtfod to Mr. Blutnhe. 
* iiMATIOM OF THE UNrTED StATKS, 

jTafdb 18. lees. 

flats On the 25tb and 28.th nltirao, I respectirelv addressed notes to the din^otor general 
of the miDiAtrj for foreipi affairs and to his excellency the miniater for foreign auiiB ia 
relation to the Staerkodder, and rennestin|^ an examination of the captain andsotne of the 
crew of that ship, as w**ll as of Mr. t'lipfrun], whu, I have sinci- li'iinn-il, advuncej uiuiu'y 
to baild that ship when orignally iuteudod for the so<alled conl'eUerate iusurgeuts. lu a 
reoani eoBveraatioii witii Iftr. Veael, director general of the minietry, I ezpretted my fears 
that the crew of the Staerkodder would he dispersed before any examination of tiiom coald 
be bad on the points I bad presented. 1 am now informed that oue Bulling, an engineer on 
board of the Staerkodder, will eoon leave Copenhafiren, he being engagi^l an a steamer run- 
ninp: botweon Ciirsoe antl Kcil. I am also informed of some difficnlly in the constitution of 
the court belore which the exainiuatiou is being held to obtain the iuvestigaiiou I have re> 
quested. I shall very mveh regret should there be no ssaminadon of the men I have deslgw 
nated. 

.Widi renewed assuruuces of high consideration, I remain your excellency's obedient 

BRADFORD R. WOOD, MimsUr BuidMt, 

His Excelleucy Mr. Blumue, 

Jftotsler/er Fmg* JJkirt. 



Mr, Wood to JTr. Blmmh*. 

LBOATnm or thb U^eo State!*, 

March 13. 1866. 

Sir: I have this day received a despatch from the Secretary of State of the TTnftad Stales, 
in which, speaking oil the condition that the facts reported are true, I am instructed to inform 
the Danish government, " That the government of the United States cannot be expected to 
■Qbnilt nncomplainingly to the apprenendod invasion of piratical vessels, coming from Enro* 
pean ports, and that it is cxju i tt il tlmt ncniiuirk will Au whatever in neceH.sarv to prevent 
this, if Uio responsibility shall bo traced to the government or to the subjects of Lis Majesty, ^ 
the King of Deamuk.** I am also faislracted to ask an explanation of his li^esty's govern* 
meat, and in doipg BO to hiqidre how it hiqfilMDed that* if 
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to Avwt Utelf of mponrfUMty', It eMued or waMmA ibe Stoericodder to into lYomt, m 

nnarm^d plai>», not within the sorreillanco of tho French povcrnmont, instead of Bordeaux. 
. I am also instructed to saj, "That the |;9vernmeDt of the United States deems the time to 
Imto eome when the maritime powers or Europe ought to withhold all protection Mid tbolter 

from enemies of tlm T'Tiit^d States who proceeif from conntrio<< with which they are at peace.** 
With renewed aii8urance» of high consideration, I retuain your excellency's oDedient 

'^'^^ BRADFORD B. WOOD, MimUur JSemisat. 

His Excellency Mr. Blumhe, 



Mr, Wood to Mr, VOeL 

Df.arSiR: From information I have n^reivi'<l to-day, I havo no donht that the Danish 
captain of the Staerkodder knew the destination of that ship when she left Copeuhagent and 
that an examination of some of the crew will implicate b!m. I think it can ne shown, 
ToiwI a floulit, thrit he knew the ship belonged to the confederates when he went into or when 
Ke lett Nien Dieppe. I have reason to believe that Mr. Puggard also knew the character of 
tho ship. If this should prove trao, and t]M Danish eaptmi lias nsed the Danish flag as a 
cloak. di<es it not only reanir^lii'^ arn-st and punishment, but alj»o a request from the Danish 
BOveruDieut tu the Sjmuish g'ovt'rnuieiit nut to consummate the fraud, but to retain thcStaer* 
koddor or Stonewall in the Spanish port, wbere sbe now 1st I will see 70a at tbo enrliest 
convenience, and fully explain. 

I have the honor to remain, very truly, yotir obedient servant, 

... B. B. WOOD. 

Mr. Vedel, 

JHreetor CsMrsI ^tke Ministry far Fortign Affair*. 



Mr* Wmmk§ to Mr, Wpoi, 
[ttaDsbttion.] 

COPBRBAOBN, Mwtk 8, 1866. 

Sir: In the note you have done me the honor to address to mo tbo fimrth of last montht 
Ton have called ray attention to the circumstance that one or more vessels^of-war built In 
France, but bearing the Dant.^h flag, have passed into the hands of tlie so-called Confedemto 
Stiito ; and while entin ly disnii«siiig the supposition of any c«»univauce whatever on tho 
part ot the government of the King in this transaction, you have asked of me some explana- 
tions upon certain points set forth in the appendix to yonr note. 

Hc iuj; jsinet rely desirous of removing: any suspicion which could attach to the gOTemment 
of the King, under these circumstances, I have endeavonni to collect all authentic information 
npon the negotiations which have taken place between the government of tbo King andMr« 
AriTiiin. ^1 i|<iiinM( I of Honleiinx, relative to the iron-clad vessel Sphinx, alias Staerkodder, 
for it 15 evitieutly to this ship that vour note alludes. 

In sending yon, sir, tbe enclosea docnments, inai k* 1 by letters A to F, I permit mvself to 
accompany them with as surcinct a narrative uf the principal puint.s a.s thes«* pin tions admit of. 

On the ;iJKt day of March hist, a coutract was signed by which Mr. Annun engaged to 
delireron the 10th of June, lt?<>4, an iron-clad vessel of 300 horse-powt-r, w iih guns and mn- 
nitions. The vessel, which was already upon the stocks, was to be linished under the control 
of au (»frHer of the Danish navy, who, in accordance with articles IX to XI of the contract, 
was charged with inspecting and accenting the vessel before she could leave Bordeaux to go 
to her destination. The conditions ot the contract were not fulfilled by Mr. Armau. The 
• ship was only finisbed on tbe SIst of October, and she neither realized tbe promism made as 
to hfr sp'HHl nor as to her draught of water. 

The banish officer, Mr. Shun hey der, consequently could not accept her. Nevertheless, 
Mr. Aman, hoping to succeed by a direct negotiation with the minister of mnrino, in causing 
the ship to be accepted, sent ln*r tlu^ hust of Octul cr to f'o]i>iiha^'fn. The refusal of Mr. 
Shonheyder was, uowever, repeated to Mr. Armau during an interview which he had at 
Paris with the diroctor of the ministry of marine, Mr. Eckildsen, and the Danish official 
n<!>!i d rxprcs^Iy th.it the shin having left Bordeaux without the authorization of the proiicr 
oflici r, shf coulil only have been sent at his o\vn risk and peril as well as at his own expense. 
The ve-s<-l, \Nhicli arrived at Conenhagen in the middle of the month of November, was in- 
spected here, but the minister of marine persisted in refusing to accept her: consequently the 
contract was annulled, and Mr. Annan understood expressly that the Danish guvemment 
wa-s freed from every obligation to him under the contract. 
The ship must then letorif to France, bat, from motives of economjr, the builder bad dia 
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miHscd his ca^itaiD and Frt ncli crew npon the ftrrival of the vessel at Copenbaf^n. He thns 
found hiinselt uuder thti uec^st^ity of WQgiug here, through the iutervention of hin comv 
gpondent, a merchant of Co[»enha(i^0ii, aDwuah iserdiant capt^n and a crew composed of 
Dauish and Swedish sailnrn in order to carry the vessel back to Rurdeaux; which rendered 
it necessary for him to oak a sixxial permission of the department of customs, in order that 
the vessel, thoogli Freuch property, ghoald bo able to leave the port of Conenha^n under 
conditions so umisual. Ik-inj; uo fon(2;er able to demand assistance of Fn-ncli consuls in the 
ports wbere the seventy ot" the season uiigbt, perhaps, force the ship to svmk refuge, Mr. Ar- 
man likewise atkad for a letter of recommendation to the Danish consuls as well m permission 
to make tlie vovng^e under Danish colors. This permission and this letter of reconiinend«tion 
were given to him, but I need not add that uU tJio advances the captain should u.sk lor in 
the ports were to remain entirely unconnected with the government of the King, and that it 
WM azprasslj ei^oined upon the Deniah captain to strike the Danish flag as soon as ha 
edeiM the port of Bordeaux. 

I hope, sir, that these explanations will sen e to answer tlie o uestions whicli vou Imve 
addiewed to me. They prove that the ^vemment of the Kinsnas been entirely uncon- 
nected with the tiwMaetion which appears to hare taken place, ana that it regrets Itsincerelj. 
I am engaged in takinr; 5oine steps m order thiit, with the help of depositions made lu fore 
the tribunal br persons belonging to the crew, there may be drawn up some **proces vurbaux'* 
upon ererTthiBg which has taken place during the voyage of the vessel dnoe her departure 
UOin CopenhHi,'t n, and I wnit in order to gcml yon this intelligence as soon aaUtsache 

Accept, sir, reuuwed atMuranceii of my most distiuguisheu consideration. 

BLVMHE. 

Mr. Wood, 

MtHtsier Eesident of the United States 0/ Ameriem, 



Mr, Wood to Mr, Seward, 

"So. 18^.] • LbOATION of TB8 UNITED STATES, 

Copenhagen, March 22, 1865. 
Sir: I herewith enclose my Inst notes to Mr. Rlumhe, tlic minister for foreign 
affaire. My informatiou aa to the confederate officer waa received from ^Mr. 
Bigelow, our chargt^ io Paris. So far, I cannot learn of any ^uepicioua arrivals 
in tUi eitj. Consnl Hansen says be has been informed of eoliatmeots for lb« 
ooidedemtes, forwarded to Hambtirg by a Danish confederate agent We have 
a detective on the lookout. I have written Consoi Andersen. 
* 1 remain your obedient servantr 

BRADFORD R. WOOD, 

Minister Resident, 

. Hon. William H. Sbwabd^ 

Seerttary 8UU€, 



Mr. Wooit»Ur,Bbimh€, 

JjEOATtSai OF TBB UHtTEP STATES, 

* Uardk 20. 1865. 

SIR: I hare just receSTMl Information that two or three confederate insurgent officers, of 

tlic ntiiiic!< iifDoty, Hishii[i, and Thoina.'i, wwo to Icuvr Londnu on the lOth instant, for Co- 
penhagen, to purchase and ec^uip a vessel tor the confederate service. They doubtless ex- 
pect to get this vessel to sea as a priyate commercial enterprise^ Should these men, or any 
of them, succeed in their attt nipt, and by the complicity of subjcctsof the King^, as in the cu»*« 
of the Stall kodder, I can merely refer ^our excellency to the last despatch I have re- 
eeived from the Secretary of Btate of the Lnited States, and which I have sirMdy communi- 
cated. As the French povemnient arc throwinfr on llic Diuiisli jrovcrnment the responsibil- 
ity of the escape of the Staerkodder, and as neither tlie govirnnieut of France nor JSaxg" 
lud have permitted such a ship to leave their ports, and the English govemnient are no«r 
pros^-euting tho««^ enpap;o<l in assisting flic t-trnfi derates, may I hope his Majesty's povem- 
nn-nt will m* equally prompt in this matter with those Danish citizens who pay no regard to 
t)i« m utrallty of tlu ir country. I must again mk that Mr. Poggard be re-examined as to the 
facts 1 have hitherto presented, as well as the Danish captain of the Staerkodder, and es- 
pecially whether they did not know, or hare reason to believe, 4}efore that ship left Copeuha- 
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gen, or befbre sbe hh EUnow ttw last time, that tlMlnikmfired to or was intended for llwao- 

called coiilV-lt ratus. I have alrcjady askt d tor the rt»-oxiitiiiiiation of sumo of tho cnw, to he 
designated by tlio Aiiit;rjcau cousul. Mr. Hansen, and iiurticularly of the engineers, only ouo 
of wnoM nimes, Belling, 1 liave karned. I would also request that the Danish minister in 
PuriH be pemiilted to furnish the American charfre do aftnircs, Mr. UiigdoWt with tho^OOlll 
that the 6taerkudder did not lielong to the Dauit»h goveruiueut. 
Withnnewed ^■■nFmni^. txf MmOngMmh^A ^■M^Hnm, I hm IIia hftntm to iwmrfn, jQur 

•noOcaey's obedieiit lemuit, 

B. B. WOOD, Mim$Ur Buidmt, 

Bk EnallMMy Mr. Blumhe, 

MmiaUr/ar Fi»nig» A§9kn* 



Mr, Wl^oi to Jft^ Jf wdb. 

Lboatiov or'rm Umitbd States, 

Jtmrck 1865. 

BiR: Consul Hansen informs me that ono Block, No. 6 IIyBken.<)tradp, \n enlisting IBMI 
for the confederate service, and in some instances payiog tiieir expenses to Hamburg. 

With fonewed assumaoe of distingniabod eoiMi«nitioo« I h»v» the hoaor to remMn yoor 
WfloUioiifj'i obodiont Mmnti 

B. K. WOOD, MiuiUer JU$ident. 

Bit BxeeUency Mr. Blumhb, 

MiMuurJor Far^m Affmin* 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Wood, 

Ko. 107.] Bbpabtmbnt of Statb» • 

WaMigtam, Marek 2A, 1865. 

8lR : Your despatch of the 20th of February, No. 184» has been i«ceived. 

Ab the case of the Stonewall or Staerkodder stands at present, tlie proceedings 
cf the Danish government, in connexion therewith, appear in an unfavorable 
lu^ht. A despatch, dated the 27th ultimo, has been received to-daj from Mr. 
lUmeikf oor connil at £Uim«o> eonmniDieaidng facts which painfully confirm our 
apprehension that the govenunent of Denmark has not exercised iu the'matter 
such diligent care as the occasion required. "We do not learn that it has addressed' 
remonstrances either to Spain or to France, or that it has taken any interest in 
the subject, or even answered the inq^uiries you have made. 

I do Qol doubt that Mr. Hansen bas fhlly acqnaintad 70a witii fbe fkets wUeb 
be haa oommonicated to the department, nor that yon will exercise pn^er ▼igi- 
lanoe in your efforts to collect further infonoation upon the Bnl:(|eet. 
I ao>t sir* yoor obedient ser^autv 

WILUAM H. SEWAED. 
Bbadfobd R. Wood, Esq., ^„ ^t;., Copenhagm, 



Mr, Wood to Mr, Seward, 

No. 189.] Lbqation of tbb United States, 

Cope»ht^geih March 29, 1S65. 
Sir : The director general of the ministry called on me yesterday with copies 
of the testimony already taken, (in Danish,) and said they would allow any 
further examination of the witnesses desired. I shall look them over with Consul 
Haaaeii* (wboee Daalsb makes bim yetj nseAil,) and supply any defideodes. 
I bave requested this ^vemment to birann officially the French and Spanish 
gorcmmentB that the Staerkodder, now Stonewall, never belonged to the Danish 
govenunent, and the director general assnres me it shall be done. Bat as with 
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neDf 10 wilb goveniiiieDt8» wlio hsve little to do, ^07 are fbrever cloine H. I 
have ient to Mr. Bigclow tbe copies of the original contract between tEis gO¥* 
emment and Arrnan for the building; of the Staerkodder* and of Other doeamenti, 
verified, and the Danish are translated into English. 

' Learning that a man by tbe name of Block was enlisting sailors for tbe 
eoofederates, and sdldien for tbe north, whom it seems he literaUv aold or fbreed 
to enliet* I have nade complaint against him, and he 10 (the director genenu 

informs me) to be proceeded against criminally* . • 
We are still blocked up by ice. 

I remain, your obedient servant, 

BRADFORD R. WOOD. 
Minuter Rmient, ^ 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, 

Secretary qf SUUe, 



Mr, Wfwd to Mr, Seward. 

No. 191.] Lkoation op thb Unite n Statrs, 

Copenhagen, AprH 14, 1865. 
Sir : I herewith enclose a translated copy of the mitii^tcr of foroiprn aflTiirs, 
Mr. Blumhe's, reply to my note of the 3d instant, a copy of which 1 duly for- 
warded to you. 

For obvions reaeona I withheld eonmranieating yonr deepateh or eirenlar. No. • 

106, until I had received the minister's reply to that note, as I knew you conid 
not have been aware of the activity of the i( b( 1? in these waterf . I al«o enclose 
you a note nddrepsed to the niiniBter of foreign affuirf of the l:2tli instant, enclos- 
ing a cony of Mr. Consul Dudley's note to me. The Deumaik is the same 
iron-clad I referred to in despatch No. 184, (20th Fehmaiy last,) bnilt \j 
Messrs. Thompson, on the Clyde, originally for the confederates. It seems the 
Danish government hare employed (as Mr. Dudley informs mc) the Messrs. 
Thompson, or an Knglishnian by the name of Watson, of Liverpool, to sell her. 
•%bhe is now lying in the harbor of Copcuhagen. Ou the 8th iustaut — the King's 
hirtfaday — ^the diplomatic corps waited npon him. He took the occasion to tbwik 
me for the kind manner which I had conducted in the affair of the Staerkodder* 
Sphinx, or Stonewall. I think I have balked the n beb in enlbting men here, 
and I lia\ e advised Mr. McDonald* the vice-consql at liambnig^ who is on the 
lookout for them. 

1 remain, &c., your obedient servant* 

BRADFORD R. WOOD, 
Minitier Eendant 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of Staie^ 



Mr. Jttmmhe to Mr, Wood, 
CTraohrtlmi.] 

CorEXiTAGEX, April R, 18G5. 
Sir: T hnsfrn to infnrTn yon tlmt in rep-nrd to thf infnrnintion you have boon kind euough 
to luniiHh ute by yuur letter ul tLo 3d iiLstaut, I have taken some steps iu order that auy at- 
tempt iii the direction of enroUiD^ Danish sntgects for the service of the eo-celled comiBd* 
eratcs shall l>e put down. 

I ought to add that the existing laws inflict very severe punishments not otily on the re- 
eniiting agents, but aino on those allowing themselves to be enlisted. 
Be pleawd to accept, m, the aeenraBcee ef ngr nuwt dietinguiehed consideration. • 

BLUMILE. 

His Excellency Mr. Woon, mUtUr lUtidtot, 
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Iff. HM i0 Mr. BImmhe* 

it£GATlUN OF TIIK UN1T£I> STATES, 

April 13, I86S. 

Sin: I huve tlib mornin|T received a letter from Mr. DiiJliy, tli<' United Stutos consul at 
Ltverpottl, in copy of which I herewith oudoso,) tuforming me of his appreheiuiotts that the 
Dramark nmy. be so Mid as to pass into the hands of tbe so'ealled confederates, and which 

I hav i vt'ry n-Ason to believe his >!aje,<!ty's pnvprnment do+'S not intend. 

With xttoewed assuraaces of high cousidcratioii, I remain yuur excellency's obcdieal 
tfexvant. 

B. B. WOOD, MimtUr IUaid»a, 
Hxa Exoelloncy Mr. Bll'MUE, * 



Mr, Wood io Mr, Seward, 

No. 192.] Legation of thb United Statbs. 

Copenhagen^ April 15, 1865. 

Sir : The director general of the miniflter for foreign affairs, Mr. Vedcl, has 
Just called to say that the police have written assurances that the sailors enlisted 
here were for the merchant service in Mtchlenburg. I had just received your 
dcspatcL No, 107 of the 24th March, ultimo, and which I read to him as well as 
' tbe material parta of despatch No. 106, and which I was prevented from read- 
ing to the minister on conference day, that day (Thorsdaj as well as f\riday) 
being a holiday. Do not these despatches rather conflict, at least in tone t 
Tlie dirt'ct'tr jir-ncral informed me that tlii» p;^overnment, immediate]}'- on my rc- 
41U itit^tiucted Captain Fobby, the Daninli minister at Madrid, to put bim.^elf 
in ojuimuuicatioQ with the Americamchargc d'affaires and to act in concert with 
him with the Spanish goremment. The Danish government early informed the 
French that the Olinde, or Staerkodder, now the Stonewall, never belonged to 
tin* l);nii-^h pfovenimcnt. You do not seem to have received ray despatch No. 
ISJ, uf" the HtU February last, in which, after fi^iviiif^ you a history of the atf;iir - 
of the bhip us I then understood it, I expressed my belief that the whole matter 
looked like a French trick on the part of Arman, and in which he was assisted 
Vjr Puggard the Dane. As this was some thirteen i\:\yi^ before the date of Mr.. 
Bumsen's h-trt r, T must confess I do not understand the delay. 
I remain, &c., your obedient servant, 

BEADFOBD R. WOOD, 
MimHer Resident, 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwaed, 

Secretary of State, 



Mr, Wood to Mr, Seward, 

No. 193.J Legation of thk United States, 

Copenhagen, April 24, lSf);>, 

Bill : I should have stated, in connexion with your despatch No. lOG, that thi::^ 
government never acknowledged the belligerency of the confederate rebel States, 
woidd never have permitted the Staerkodder, or Stonewall, to leave this port had 
her character been KMown, and never would have permitted lier to coal in a D<mi>h 
port. . It was on my piigge.^tion that CoIl^»ul Han^( it ]mt liini^elf in communica- 
tioQ with some one or more of the former crew of thai ship, thuu<jb the iui'orm- 
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Ation tLua elicited and commimicated baa not l>een wholly borne out hy the 
judicial invosfipation and pxamination. I boliove now tliat the department has 
all llic lucts of the cane, if my despatches have been duly received. 
I remain, &c., your obcdicut servaut, 

BEADFOBD E. WOOD, 

MinuUr Rendent, fv* 

Hon. WiLLUM II. Seward, 

Secretartf qf l^ate. 



Mr, Wood to Mr. Seward, 
No. 194.] Lboation op thb United States, 

Coprnltagen, May 1, 1865. 
Sir : There was but one feeling of horror licre, on h'urning the apsasfination 
of Prcsideut Lincoln and the attempt on your liie. As soon as it was authorita- 
tively known, the diplomatic corpe and the miniBter of state called to express thor 
sympathy, and the King, in a note from Mr. Blamhe, the foreign minister, (who 
is still confined to his house from illness,) feelingly expresses his ; and this on 
the day of the funeral services for the deceased Czarowitcli, hh intended son- 
in-law, and at which all the foreign ministers ass^isted. i congratulate yon on 
youj' narrow escape. 1 hope I can on your sou's, but the news is contradictory, 
and I fear the worst. Tliis terrihle tragedy^at Washington is a natural sequence 
of this rebellion and in keeping with the murder of Union prisoners by starva- 
tion. It is ft consequence of slavery. Well, if the nation now rouse to the 
conviction, (as I have h)iij; since had, as you well know) that there is a class at 
the south, (of whom Booth was oue,) tlie plotters of this rebellion and their 
brigands, who mnst, as a political necessity, be expatriated or in some way an- 
nihilated from our soil, if the frcedman and the northern emigrant are to dwell in 
peace and safety nt the ^^onth. The future of the .^oath demands this * * 
I remain, very truly, your obedient servant, 

BRADFORD R. WOOD, 
Minuter Resident, 

Hon. Wiu,iAM H. Sbward, 
Secretary qf State, 



Mr, Wood to Mr. Hunter. 

No. 195.J Leoatiok of the Umtkd States, 

• Copenhagen, 1^1" 8, 1865. 

Sir: Tonr despatch No. lOS, of the 12th of April, iu relation to the closing 
of certain ports in the United States by a proclamation of the late President, 

and your circular of the 17th of April, ultimo, nlvir^ingmeof theastia^^rjination of 
Presiflent Lincoln, and of the accession of Mr. .T<>iin.<on, the Vice-Piehiident, to 
the prenidential cliair, have been nx-eived and tlu ir contents communicated to 
Mr. Blumhe, tiie nnninter for foreign aihurs. By a reference to my despatch No. 
194 of the Ist instant, you will see that I bad communicated the sad news of the 
murder of President Lincoln, and that this government bad addressed, tbrongb Mr* 
Blumhe, a kind and sympathizing letter of condolence. 

I have the honor to remain, yoor obedient servant. 

BRADroUD R. WOOD, 

Minister Resident ^ !fc, 

Hon. W. HuNTBB, 

Auimg Secretary <^ State* 
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Mr, Wood to Mr, Hunter. 

No 197.] Legation op thr United States, 

Copenhagen, June 6, 1865. 

SlB : I herewith enclose a copy of jny note to Mr. Blumhe, minister for foreign 
affAiri?, on transmitting him the President's proclamation of tlie lOtli of May, 
ultimo, iu relation to the national ships of other powers. By n tl rente to my 
despatch No. 193, you will see that that proclamation u not applicable to this 
govemneDt. 

I renudn, &c.» your obedient eerraot, 

f BRADFORD R. WOOD, 

Mmuter Hesident, SfC. 

Hod. W. UuA'TER, Acting Sccnlanj of State, 



Mr. H'ood to Mr. Blumkt. 

Leoatiom op the Ukited 8 1 atfs, 

Man ai, 1865. 

Sir: The within proclamatkm of the FYesident of the United States I am instnieted by 

tilt' Actiii;,' .S crf-t;iry of State to comimmicHtc to hU Mnjosty's <jnvoninit'nt. 

With reuewed assurance of distinguished consideration, 1 luiV4^ the honor to remain, your 
aMUiiiev*B obedient Mtraiit, 

BRADFORD R. WOOD, 

Minister JicsidetU, SfC 

His ExoeUexunr Mr. Bli mhr. 

Miuuttrfor Fwrngm Affairs* 



Mr, Wood to Mr, Hunter, 
No. 198.] Legation op the United States, 

Copenliagcn, June 13, 1865. 
Sir : I herewith forwartl a copy of a note T have received from Mr. Blumhe, 
the minister for foreign affairs, in answer to mine of the 31st ultimo, enclosing a 
copy of the Preaideul'd late proclamation. From thid yoii will see that this 
government bas never acknowledged the io-called GoDfederate States aa belli- 
gerants, baying, aa I tbink, a better record towards ns than anj other Eon^ean 
power. 

I remaint &c.» yoor obedient eenrant, 

BRADFORD R. WOOD. 

Minister RcsidenL 

Hon. W. lEvyTEn,Acimg Secretary of State, 



[TraTi.«l'itiuu. J 
Mr, Blumhe to Mr, Wood, 

C'ai'KMiAOEN, Jiiyif 0, 1865. 

Sir: In answer to your letter cotituiuiug the procluiuatiou of tlu- IMcskkut ut ihe United 
Botes of the lOthnltimo, rchitivo to the American insurgent cniisi-rs, I Imsten to inform yon 
Am the povemmetit of the Kiug^ luis never rccog^nized the so-culh <1 C'oiift tloriite StateH m a 
J-JIipt-rt-nt party, and conse«jnciitly that proclamation will uot utVect the coiuliict hitherto 
i^>»vrvfd by th»* Danish authoritii's towards their cruisers. On nientiouinj:!: that this fact is 
»^11 known to the cabinet in Wasliingtou, which has often expressed satisfaction for it, to 
tfte uioix(«r of th*.* King in that city, I Accept the occoiiiou to repeat the assurance of my most 
dUaraisbed conaidemtioo. 

BLUMHE. 

Mr. I3RADPORD B. Wood, 

MinieUr Jbfirfnit ^iU UnM SteUe, 
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Mr, Wood to Mr, Seward. 

Ko. 203.] Lbqation of the United States, 

Copinhagen, ScjUemher 18, 1865. 

Sir : I am aware tbat it has often been said that the PmssianB and Aostrians 

waged war againc^i the Danes for (among other things) their oppression of the 

iuliabitants of Sleswig. 

A delegation of t-ome 2.500 from dilTerent towns in that dnchy were here Lost 
week the guests of this city. They were most enthu.-^iastic in their declared at- 
tachment to Denmark, asserting tbat» come what might, they would never cease 
to be Danes. At ihe banquet which took place at Klaini)enljur^% near Copen- 
hagen, aioid where some 50,000 people were assembled, and tables p])r( :ul for 
4,000, telegrams were b< iii^^ coiist.iutly cxchangf d between the towns in Sb s- 
wig, responsive to and in approbation of the j?peaker8. The Sleawicerd availed 
themselves of the last days of their liberty, before pa^eiiiig under the Prossian 
yoke, to make known their views and rodings towards Denmarkt and their 
hatred of Prusisia, and should the opportunity ever present itself they would be 
the first to rise and throw it ofl'. 

"We !-hould covet these men for emigi'auts. The King was absent in Jutland, 
but among the speakers at the banquet was Mr. Lehman, a former minister uadcr 
the late King and a thorough republican. 
I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

BHADFOKT) R. W()(TI). 

Minister Resident, 4^-. 

lion. WiLHA.M II. Seward, 

Secretary of State. 



Mr. Wood to Mr. Seteard. 

Jio, 204.] Lkoation of tifh U.mted Statks, 

Copcnham n, October 3, ISO 5. 
Sir : The procbinir.tion of the Tresident removing all restrictions on the trade 
of the insurrectionary States hjis beeu received and communicated to this gov- 
ernment. I have also this day received your despatch No. Ill, of the 19th 
ultimo, n ;; nie the ngrecable information that Mr. Yeaman has uccepti d this 
mission I will await bis coming and shall be hajtpy to render him all llie assi.-5t- 
ance in ray power, and which, as a strangi r. he may need. I hope soon to re- 
ceive my ofiicial letter of recall from the rresideut to enable me to make my 
cogni to the court preparatory to leaving a country in whidi I have taken a 
great interest. 

I remain, &c., your obedient servant, 

BEADrOKD R. WOOD. 

Minister Resident. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State* 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Wood* 

Ko. 116.J Dbpartment op State, 

Washington, November 4, 1865. 
Sir : I have to acknowledge the n ceipt of your despatch No. 205, of October 
IGth. lour announcement of the liberty which has beeu grautod to the Ameri- 
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can Methodist Episcopal Church througboat the kingdqm of Denmark is re- 
fidred with great Batisiaction. 

I am, BUT, T<mr obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

BiAOFOBD R. Wood, Minuter Ruident. 

• 



Mr. Wood to Mr. Sward. 

No* 209.] Lbgation of t»k llMTKn Statrs, 

Copenhagen, November 11, 1S65. 

Sir; I herewith enclose a copy of my note to the new miniptor of ^oroi^ 
afiiaird, Count Trys. I attended his first conference on the 9th instant, lie is 
evidently a gentleman of culture and is of good address. The proposed amend- 
mentB to £e conetitation rejected by the ministry bave been accepted. 
I called the attention of Count Tiya to tlie ayjplieation of tin Anurican 
and Bnusilian Steam Navigation Company, and which 1 liad placed before the 
late minister, Mr. Blumhe. He n tcrrcd me to .Mr. Vedel, the director "general 
of the foreign ministry. From him i learn that the government will wait iLc 
report of tbe governor of St Thomas. 

I xemain* dee., yoor obedient aei^vant, 

BEADFOBD 11. WOr)D, 

Minuter liesidaiL 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, Secretary of Stale. 



Mr, Wood to Mr, Seward. ' 

Xo. 2iL\ Legation of the United States, 

Copenhagen, November IS, 1865. 

Sir : I have had audience with the King, delivered my letter of recall, and 
asmired him (as directed) of the sincere desire of the President to maintain nn- 

ifflpaircd the friendly relations flO happily existinp; hetween the two countries. 
His Maje^=ty reciprocated this npfurancc in tho kindest and moat cordial man- 
ner, and rr'n nested me to convey to the T're^ideiit the high estimation and re- 
gard in which he held him, and (as by the tenor of my instructions I am re- 
quested to commnnicate vhat was said, or I should not do it) he also requested 
ae to convey to the President his thanks for my b iving been appointed a min- 
ister resident near this court, and for the kind and con.siderate manner in which 
I had dir^chnr^rfd my official duties. He was evidently t^olicitoti'^ aliout our 
aaomalous relations with Great Britain, and wished to know my opinion. 
I have yet to have audience with some of the members of the royal fiimily* 
I renuun* ftCi &e.» very respectfully, your obedient servant^ 

BRADFORD R. WODD, 

Minuter Resident. 

lion. WiLLJAM H. Skwaro, Secretary of State, 



Mr. Yeaman to Mr. Seward. 

Xo. 2.J Legation of the Unitbd States, 

Copenhagen^ Novemher 20, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to state that I arrived here on the 12th instant, and» 
ai soon as practicable, (on tbe 15th,) announced my arrival and mission to 
Coont C Joel Wind Frys, minister for foreign affiiirs, enclosing to him a 2opy 
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of the Prcsideat's letj^er to his Majcety Cbristiao IX, accrediting me aa minia- 
ter Teaident here, aud asking for an audience with the King to present the ori- 
ginal as oarly as convenient. On the 18th 1 was adviBed by a note from the 

grand niarr^hal that his Maj' sty m ouM v'ivc mo a ppecial audience at half past 
one o'clock to-day, at the ( liri-ti tiilmrg i)alac(\ At the appointed time T re- 
tired to the palace designated aud was received aud presented by the grand 
marshal. The King's deportment and convmation nianifcBted the most marked 
friendship and regard for onr government^ inquuing with earnestness for the 
President's health and the peace of the country. In presenting the President's 
letter I addrej»sed to the King a l'< w t>l).-'ei \ aii(»us about the friendly relations 
subsisting between the two governments, and also tlie conclusion and results of 
our lat^ civil war, the anlMtuice of which and of the King's remarks in responae 
win he found in the annexed pape^ marked A. The interview waa emi- 
nently satisfactory and agreeable. 

I am, sir, very zeapectfuUv, your obedient servant, 

GEUltGE H. lEAMAN. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State. 



Mil. YEAMAN'S IJEMAHKS. 

I have the pleasure and tbe distiDgiiisbed liouor of presenting to joor Mtyesty the letter of 
yxmr friend, the President of the l^ited States of America, accrediting me as minister reei- 

(liMitfof t!i;it pi>vemmt nl to icsiilc m ar the p.vcriuiient of voniMHjt sty. In doing this, I 
b«g to assure your Majesty that to me it is cau^e of extreme self-sratulatiou to have been 
designates as tbe representative of my ^vemment to a power whic£ bas always manifested 
po nmrli frit inlshiji towards tlie Aniovican republic, nn'1 which hns esjx'cially trnih rcil so 
many prootb of that regard entiiuiy through tiie terrible ordeal to which the uuiou ol the 
States was exposed tcft four years. I am happy to say that that contest bot u decided in 
fnvor of the «:^overuniciit, and its success hns not bocti merely n triumph of arms. That suc- 
c+-.>s and its cousecjueuces are valuable iu other aud more iuiportaut lights. It has tlemon- 
8trated and secured in matter of fact and practice what was always true iu law, that the 
t'l'n-titution of the I'nited iStates is the framework of a government, a pditica! nationality, 
invoted with the most importaut attributes of sovereignty erected by eiil/i us. aud to which 
tbe citixeii iu turn owes allegianoe and obedience, and that the Union i-^ h i! mt lely a h a^nio 
or confederation of separate and iadepcndeut sovereignties, from w hich any State or local 
government may retire at its own discretion or caprice. Happy it is, in this sense of our 
nationality, that all parties with us, even tire lately in>«nrpeut forces aud ju iiple, ni>w accept 
the^ solution of the issue submitted by them to the arhitramcnt of the Hword. The States 
which Rssnmed to go out are rajiidly and rolnntarily resuming their places in tbe Union and 
undi-r the Constitution ; and thn.se wlio were bravo soMii-rs against the republic are ])roin]»tly 
retmning to their allegiance ami to the walks aud pursuits of private life, becouiiug luyal 
citizens under tbe wise policy adopted Ity tbe Prasiaent. Tour Majesty will excuse me for 
dwellinr; so hmg on these poiuts, whni you reflect that thfij are matten about wbich thero 
has beeu »o much misunderstaudiug iu Europe. 

Another result of that contest, and in which both parties to it seem to concur as a fact, is, 
that a race of some four iT:iI!iM!is of people recently held in slavery have bt en freed from 
bondage. The .system «il unji.iid coerced labor \» come to an end with us, aud this cliange, 
iu fact, will probably soon be iucorporated as a declaration in the Constitution, the supreme 
law of the Union, so that the relation of nuister aud slave mwy never again exist within the 
jurisdiction of the republic. In this particular, I am p- r>ua<I<'<I. we will secure the cungratu- 
lailoiis of nearly all governments, aince thc<n i^^ no ]i(>int of poiiticnl economy and the moiabi 
of natural right upon which Christian people and tlie lessous of modern civilization are more 
nearly agreed than that it b not well that any man should be a slave and his labor the prop- 
erty of another. 

With protound wishes for the continued health and bappines.s of your Mcyesty, and for 
tbe success and prosperity of your government, and with tbe hope, well assured, tbs^ no 
eircuuistauce may ever occur to uu»r the veiy cordial relations subsisting between your gov- 
cnuueut aud my owu, I tliauk you fur the polite aud frieudly attention bestowed on me, a 
pCTs gpal Bttanger, in consideration of the powor which I am deputed to represent in your 
presence. 
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THE KINO'S REMARKS IN RESPONSE. 

To the (»l)HfTvations npon tlio friendly rclntioug fiubsistin*^ between the two ^rcrnmenfs, 
and thf Ijujh; that they may be perpotuatt'd, tho Kiupf respoudfd at that moment with the 
most earnest and kindly reciprocation. Of the views exprt'ssed as to tho n-sult of the war,lll 
ettablisfaiugf our nationality and beatowing freedcan on a race, he manifested a clear appre- 
ciation ana approval, and further remarked that the contest had been very deplorable, and, 
for so greiit a ouo, very protracted ; that it had cost us iuuninorable and very valuable lives, 
and be hojMsd we would now forever remain one people and one nation. He expressed the 
nirpxim and borror he ielt on h«ftrin|^ of the tMsiuslnation of President Lincoln, and spoke of 
Mrn n.H a very great and a very kliKiman. ir<' !»|)oke of thf (ipreeiiblo and BatisfHCdnv i< 'a- 
tiou;> that haa exijsted between himself and my predecessor, Mr. Wood, and wished me an 
cqnally ao-reeable residence. He then asked in a most fiiendly way about mj fiunily, if we 
^\^^ri• rf.rnfort.Mhly sitiiatcnl, hoped we could 8taud Uus noithem cUmate^ and ooDchidod by 
asking me to express hia thauks to the President. 
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SWEDEN 



Mr, Campbell io Mr. Seward. 
rEztmei] 

No. 2.] Lboation of tdb Unitbd Statss, 

Watkingtimt September 20, 1864. 

8lB : I bave the honor to inform yon tbat I arrived here on Snturdaj, the 
17th InBtBDt, by tbe way of Cologne nnd Lubeck. U|)oti my arrival I found my 

prcdeceeeor, tlie honorable Jacob S. llablinian, witli tlio bDokp, papers, and 
arcliivcf of the legation in charge. T will take an early opjjorluuity to examine 
tbe archives and property of tbe United St^ites'at the legation, and to prepare 
and forward a copy of the inTentory thereof, properly yefified, to tbe Depart- 
ment of State. 

Having eccured piiitable apartments for myself and family, T hope within a 
short time to give my entire attention to the bu>!ineF!? and duties of tbe legation. 
In this connexion it affords me pleasure to add that I have received from the 
honorable Jacob 8. Haldeman every kindness and attentum necessaiy to secme 
individual comfort or to facilitate ofTicial duty. 

Yesterday, tbe lOtb instant, 1 liad tbe honor to be received by lii- excellency 
Count Mandeit^troni, bit< Majesty's minister tor foreign affairs, in company with 
Mr. Haldeman, upon which occasion I presented my open letter of Credence 
from the President of the United States, and requested an andienee with his 
Majee^ for the purpose of delivering the original. His excellency, who re- 
ceived me very kinaly, remarked that his Maj«'sty was at the island of Ouland, 
on the Swedish coast, with a hunting party, and would return before Thursday, 
the 22d instant, and tbat he had no hesitation in saying that an early day 
would be fixed for my official reception. 

In the interview referred to Oonnt Manderstrom ftirther read a telegram re- 
ceived by him during the day, announcing the avactiation of Atlanta by the so- 
called confederate forces, underlltKul, and their defeat by tbe federal army, with 
heavy loss. As he appeared desirous of ascertaining my views in relation to the 
effect of this success of the Union arms, I took occasion to explain the import- 
ance of tbe capture of Atlanta, and expressed the opinion that it would have a 
▼cry material influenee upon the ultimate triumph of federal authority. He 
paid strict attention to my suggestions, and then observed that both side^^ seemed 
equally couhdent. Thereupon I took occasion to suggest that the vaunted 
confidence of the 80<«alled confoderates coiUd by no means be admitted, and 
pointed ont facts to establish a contraij opinion, and remarked that even if the 
correctness of the position assumed by Count Manderstrom was admitted, still 
it was obvious that tlw more i-apidly increasing weakness of those in rebellion 
mnst yield to the SHpcrior strength of governmental authority. 

Count Manderstrom further informed me that the Prince and Princess of 
Wales were expected to visit Stockholm the latt(>r p;irt of the present month. 
I have the honor to be» with great re«»ect, your obedient servant, 

JAl^lES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. William II. Sewarp, 

Secretary oj tStatc^ 4fc«» 4^* 



DIPLOIiATIO COBBEflPONDENOE. 



185 



Mr. Campbell to Mr. Seward, 
[Extract] 

Kob 3.J Lboation op thb United States, 

StocJ(7iolm, September 27, 1864. 

Sir : In ray despatch of the 20th instant I had the honor to inform yon of 
my arrival here, and of an interview with Count Manderstrom, his Majesty's 
miuister of state aud of foreign affairs. Upon the return of the King from Ou- 
landt on the S3d instant, I leceiTed a note from Oonnt Manderstrom hifbrming 
me that my audience with his MajcB^ wonld take place at the palace on Satur- 
day, tlie 24th instant, at three-quarters past one o'clock p. m., and a subseqticnt 
note informing me that on Snnaay, the 25th inatint, I would he presented tolier 
Majesty the Queen at the royal palace of Ulriksdale. At the appointed time 
on Saturday I was accordingly taken in charge by the grand master of cere* 
monicB and King's chamherlain, and conducted in the King's carriage, with the 
u.sfual ceremonies, to the palace. interview with lii:^ Majenty, after the cus- 

tomary salutation?, wa.s cot dial and unceremoniout* ; I could not have; been re- 
ceived more kindly by Jiuy gentleman in Europe. In delivering my letter of 
eiedence, I assured ms Majesty tliat I was charged to convey to his .Majesty 
the distinguished consideration and peisonal regards of the President of the 
United Suites, and to express the earnest desire that the amicable relations, 
both commercial and political, existinj]^ Vtetween the government of tlio T'nited 
States aud that of bis Majesty, might be perpetuated. I took occasion to say 
during the interview that the President of the United States felt assured that 
the same enlightened judgment and experienced statesmanship that so ably di- 
rected- affairs in his Majesty's kingdoms, seenred to the Executive and people 
of the T'nitf'd States, engaged in sustaining an established and ClnM^tian gov- 
ernment, his Majesty's profound sympathy. The Kinc^ reciprocated my friendly 
expressions, and avowed himself sincerely desirous ot continuing amicable rela- 
tions "with ihe government of the United States. 

My subsequent interview with the Queen atOhateauUlrikBdale was as agree- 
able as interesting. Her Majesty was pleased to make many inquiries about 
the productions, climate, aud peoj)lt' ot" my country, and appeared well informed 
concerning the United States. A note from Count Manderstrom informs me 
that the Queen Dowager Josephine will grant me audience at her country-seat 
of Drottingholm on the evening of, and immediately before, the ball to be given 
by her to their roy il highnesses the Prince and Princ< of Wales. On that 
occasipn I will probably bo presented to to the other members the royal family, 
thus completing the ceremony of reception. 

In this connexion I may with propriety state tiwt in my audiences with their 
Hajesties I was preceded by Mr. Mora, envoy extraordinavy and minister plen- 
ipotentiary of the emperor of Mexico. At a dinner given by Count ^lander- 
Btrom, minister of state and of foreign affairs, the various honors which Swedish 
etiouette permits upon such occasioua were bestowed upon the representatives 
of toe continent of America, being distiibuted between the Mexican envoy, the 
retiring American minister, and his successor. The leoeptson of Mr. Mora in 
his official capacity by the king will, it is believed, be followed by the estab- 
lishment of a minister plenipotentiary of Mexico near hi-^ ^lajesty, unless cir- 
cumstances of marked signiticauce mar the plans of the emperor ol that country. 

• • • • • • • • • 

Tim Swedish military and naval departments having in charge the subject of 
militaiy mining, have of lati- 1m en inakiiiL^ a series of experiments under the di- 
rection of Colonel J. P. Siiaffner, who chiims to be a loyal citizen of Kentucky, 
m tlu« >ralar hike. Colonel Shaffuer claims to be able to explode a mine in 
water, or in exurth at any distance, say within twenty miles, with fuzes so con- 
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stroctod tli;it tlioro cannot bo ;i failnro of explosion iusstantanpou?ly. The ap- 
paratus, or batti iy, is 80 portabk' tliat a youth can carry it from point to point, 
and 80 eimplc that it is always ready for use. He can explode one mine or one 
litmdred at the same time or ooDsecntivelj. I have Been the wrecks of the gnu- 
boats deetroyt'cl by Colonel Shafiner experimentally. Their destmction was 
complete. He has been able to explode a mine here at the distance of one and 
one-half mile, want of additional wire having limited the experiment to tliat 
distance, while the military authorities here having the subject iu charge were 
onlj able to pass a spark over six hundred feet of wire. 

Military men have informed me that during the battle of Alsen Colond 8haff> 
ner, at 5 a. m., wa? ordered to mine a oarrow Strip of land, having; the pea on 
both sides, ove r wliitlf the Danisli army waFohlicroa to retre.it. Ikt'ore 9 o'clock 
a. ra, the mine was finished, and for a jicriod ot tlirof days fifteen thousand 
Prussians remained in eight of the Danish army, nut daring to traverse the 
mined territory. When the rojtH commission shall report upon the invention 
and experiments of Colonel Shimier»I shall take pleasure in rorwarding a copy 
to the Department of State. 

I have the bouor to be, with great respecti your obedient serv^ant, 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon* William H. Sbward, 

Secretary State, ^e*, ^c. 



Mr, CampbtU to Mr, Seward. 
TExtract.] 

Ko. 4.| Legation of thb Umtkd States, 

SUKkMmt October 3, 1864. 

In an interview with Count Manderstrom this afternoon, he informed me that 

the prevailing rumor that the conference at Vienna relating to the Dani.-'h ques- 
tion nad closed abruptly without a satisfactory result, was unfounded so far as 
be could leai n, and that in hi."* judg;ment the termination of that conference would 
be pacific. There is, however, nuich anxiety here, if not apprehension, in rela- 
tion to existing complications between the German powers and the Danish gov- 
ernment, and the general opinion is that I^russia is exacting and illiberal in her 
demands, and that her coarse, if pexsisted in, will lead to farther and unpleasant 
complications. 

Count .Manderstrom made many inquiries in relation to the progress of the 
war in tiie United States, as well as to the probable lesnlt of tne approaching 
dections. I took the liberty of stating, in reply, that I had no hesitation in 
saying that, from all the information in my possession, and particularly in view 
of recent ovotUb, which I explained to his excellency, the adrainit^tration, its 
views and policy, would be siii^taiued by the American people, and that the 
rebellion was evidently tottering to its final and complete overthrow. 

The Prince and Princess or Wales will leave Stockholm for England on 
Tuesday next. The festivities in bo^or of their visit to Sweden, particularly 
the journey to and banqnet at the historical palace of Gripsholm, were well sua* 
tained thronghnut, and in-autifiil as intercffting. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. William H. Skwarh, 

Secretary of iState, Sfc, Sfc„ 4v. 
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Mr. CampheU to Mr. Seward* 
[Ezlraet.1 

No. 7.] Legation of tbb Unitbd States, 

Stwskhoimt November 5, 1864. 

8lR: I have to acknowledge tbe reeeipt from the department of despatches of 
October 5, No. 2; October 10, No. 47, (addiessed to Mr. Haldeman;) October 

13, No. 3, ami Ociohcr 17. No. 4. 

An early oj)j)oitunity watf embraced by me to say to Count 3ilanderHtrom, in 
piusuance of instractions contRiued io your despatch No. 2, that the appoint- 
ment of Baron Nils de Wetterstedt as envoy extraordinary and minister pleni- 
potentiary to "Washinfijton was duly appreciated as* a mark of the friendly regard 
of bis ]Maic'?tv towards tbe United States; and I fiirtlior assured Count Man- 
derijtrom that the Baron de Wetterstedt would be cordially welcomed by the 
President a.s the representative from the King of Sweden and Norway. 

Connt Manderstrom expres^ied mnch gratification at the intelligence, and 
remjlrked that the Baron de Weltcr^»tedt was well known at WasbingtoiL 

Count ri itten, mini.-Jter of marine for his Majesty't^ govern motif, mooting me 
at the palace, requested, in an informal way, that I would convey hi:* acknowl- 
edgments to the Secretary of the Navy of the United States for the courtesy 
extended in permitting a Swedish captain of marine to take passage on board one 
of our monitors to New Orleans, thus enabling him to make report upon its con- 
struction and qualities. The Swedes are building three monitors after American 
models. I assured the Count Flatten that tbe courtesy he referred to was a 
pleasure, and that the authorities of the United States would lose no opportu- 
nity of strengthening tbe friendly relations existiag between the governments 
ana peoples of the two countries. 

The 4th instant having been the fiftieth anniversary of the union of Sweden 
and Norway, was celebrated in the capitals of the respective kingdoms with 
unusual splendor. The crown prince, U.scar, journeyed to Christiana to assist 
in the Norwegian observances, while a deputation from Norway was received at 
Stockholm by bis Majesty King Charles. The ceremonies at this^capital con- 
sisted of tedeum, anthems, and solemn discourse in tbe royal chapel; ode, music 
and onitioi! in the hall of state; state dinner at the palace, and a grand illumi- 
nation of tbe city in the evening. The following night tbe rejoicings were con- 
tinued by a gala spectacle of a national character in the theatre, which was 
filled by bis Majesty's guests. At all of these ceremonies and festivities I had 
the honor of attending in an official capacity. It is with diffidence that I offer 
8 suggestion to so close an observer of European politics as yourself, but I have 
been forcibly impressed with tbe fact that the recent rejoicings of the court were 
without sympathetic response from the people. The national jealousies are grciit, 
and render impracticable the grand dream of Scandinavian union indulged in by 
a party of which I'rince Odcar is the head. Warned by the fate of Denmark, 

the disposition of European governments seems towards strong alliances. 
• • • • • • • • • 

I have not been able to learn, after diligent inquiry, that tbe insurgents are 
making any efforts at present to purchase vessels or ordnance within the limits 
of this legation. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. William II. Seward, 

Secretary of State, Spc., Spr. 
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Mr* Cami hell to Mr. Seward. 
[Extrftcts. ] 

No. 8.] Lboation of thk U.mtkd Statks, 

St4>ckholm, December 6, 1864, 

Permit me to tender my congratulations on the decisive recult ot the presiden- 
tial election. It Tirtiiallj ends the rebellion by depriving it of hope. It has 
been worth many victories in the field, and ns a moral triumph, rising ahove the 
terrible 8acrific<'r» of civil war, n aelies a sublime altitude. I linvc felt it< intlu- 
cncc in the changed political atmosphere around me. By reanimating our 
friends, and creating respect and fear among our enemies, it gives assurance of 
fotore nvMj and greatness. The telegram nom Hamburg announcing the result 
was received here on the 22d ultimo and published in the evening papers. It 
was of the most satisfactory character, stating, as it did, that Mr. IJncoln had a 
majority of" 400,000 on the popular vote, and in an electoral vote of 234 he would 
receive ail but 13, and that all the States voting had cast their ballots for Mr. 
Lincoln save Kentucky, New Jersey, and Delaware. This despatch, written 
by a firlendly hand» created surprise in some quarters, and I received congratu* 
lations from others. It was not what the "governing classes" expected or de- 
sired. They preserve "friondly relations," but would prefer the di^smfMiilier- 
mcnt of a power jealnusly regarded as too great, and the succer^s o^' the ;iri.~tn- 
cratic rebellion. Our sutcty consists in the strength they deprecate and the 
ability with which that strength is guided at home and directed abroad. . 

* * * m $t * 4e 4i * 

I have the honor to be* with great respect* your obedient servant. 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

* Hon. William H. Sewabu, S^c., 3fc^ 



Mr. Seward to Mr. GampbelL 

No. 9.] • DKPARTiVlEXT OP StATE, 

Wath ingtoHt December 13, 1864. 

SiK : Information has been eommnnicated to this department by the Secretary 
of the Navy that the steamer Wachusett, commander N. Collins, on her rect nt 
passage home from the coa?t of Brazil, had occasion to touch nt tin* island of 
Saint Bartholomew, in the "Wc^Jt Indies, for supplies. Oommaiub'r Collins re- 
ports that every facility wad utibrdcd tor the accomplishment of the object, not- 
withstanding the Wachusett at the time had a case of * varioloid on bosrd. 
The civility and courtesy of his excellency the governor of the inland are highly 
api reciatcd, and it is deemed proper that yon should make suitable acknowi* 
edgmentt< therefor to the Swedish government. 
I am, sur, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Jambs H. Campbell* Es(j., Stockholm, 



Mr, Campbell to Mr. Seward. 

No. 0.] Lboation of trb XJnitiid Statbs* 

Stockholm^ December 13, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge tiie receipt, on the 11th in^^tant, of 
Tour despatches No. 7, of the 18th November, and No. 8, of the 19th November 
last. 
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In aeoorclanee with inttnictionB contained in despatdi No. 8, 1 songbt an 
earij interrkw with Count ^landerstroint minister of etate and of foreign affiiiis. 

His excellonry received me with his n?ual corrliulily. ;uul ha?tonecl to commu- 
nicnte the contents of depatches announcing the progreaa and auccesa of our 
armii'd iu Georgia, under General Sherman. I theu opened the bugiuess with 
which I wa8 charged, by saying that my government had learned with regret 
that the Baron Nils de Wetterstedt had been deBpatched to Mexico, on bnaineas 
of a diplomatic nature, as the envoy of his Majesty ; that while on a recent 
occasion it had afforded me ^rvat j)le;i8ure to express on the pai't of my frovern- 
meut tscutimcQts of appreciation and welcome, iu accordance with the high otli- 
cial and private character of Baron Wetterstedt, I was now pained to say to 
his excellency that his ofHcial errand to Mexico was far from being satisfactory 
to the United States, and that if it did not prevent hii? official reception, it 
would certsiinly impair the cordiality of lii.s wt lcome ; that in thus speaking I 
did uot exceed the letter or spirit of my instructions. 

Count Manderstrom here expressed regret that the mission.of Baron Wet- 
terstedt should be thus regarded hy the United States ; and aigned that not 
having reached Washington, or been officially received by my government, h© 
could not be considered as minister to the United States while on his errand to 
Mexico. 

To this I answered, that the note of his excellency, on file in the Department 
of State at Washington, announcing the diplomatic trust confided to the Baron 
Wetterstedt, and the reply of welcome on the part of the United States, cer* 
tainly et^tahli^ihed inchoate relation? in the contemplation of both govrnimontr<. 

Count Manderstrom theu assured me that the fact complaiiu'd ot did uot 
origiuate.in any want of respect to the government of the United States ; .that 
, it had not been practicable or desirable ror the governments of Europe to main- 
tain relations with Mexico in her former disturbed condition ; that the empir • of 
Mexico was now the oidy government in that country ; that it had, through 
diplomatic agencic!?, claimed, and received, recognition of most of tlie }K)\verH of 
Europe, and he did uot think the United States could complaiu of Sweden 
adding her recognition to that of her neighbors. 

I rejoined, tliat tin United States maintained amicable and full relations with 
the republic of Mexico, and knew no other government in that country ; that 
she regarded with disapprobation the attemjit to establish on her bonier.-; in-ii- 
tutions inimical to her own; that while the right of recognition, claimed by 
all sovereign states, involved responsibilities, I was not instructed to make that 
the ground of complaint in this instance. But it mnst be apparent to his excellen- 
cy, iu view of the distinctly enunciated sentiments of my government, that any 
iutercourfio witli the so-called empire, through the euroye to the United States, 
must be regarded by them with displeasure. 

Count Manderstrom theu remarked, he understood, and thought he was uot 
mistaken in saying, that Russia and Belgium had directed ^eir respective 
representatives at Washington, Mr. Stoeckl and Mr. Blondeel von Ceelebroeek, 
to proceed to Mexico on nimihir errands. I contented myself with observing, 
that upou this fact, or the consequent action of my government, I was uot in- 
formed. 

The minister of foreign afikirs then, with great earnestness and warmth, re- 

Eiated his assurance that no disrespect to the United States had been intended, 
e reminded mo of the long-oHtablished friendship of Sweden for the United 
Stater', and ix r c<»usic<tent avoidance of recognition, or assistance to the confed- 
erate rebels, and the frei^uent aid his Majesty's subjects had rendered iu our 
armies, thus showmg the sympathy which our cause received here, and he sin- 
cerely ho}jed the good understanding heretofore existing might not be inter- 
rupted. I exprcs.-ed the appreciation of the government of the United States 
for the friendship of Sweden and 2^orway, and assured liim I should take plea- 
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sure in convoyin«» the sentiments dcclamd hy liim to my government, and rose 
to leave. Count ^Manderstrom accompanied me to the door, hoping that I would 
convey the lull import of his expressions of respect and amity to my goveni- 
menty and with much frankness added, taking my hand in his, My dear sir, it 
was simply a question of economy | Russia has done the same thing, and you 
know," said lie, laiiLihiiif^ly, "you are very good friends with Russia," "Not 
better than we iiave been with Sweden," .-^aid I, and took my leave. 

In the course of the conversation Count Mauder^ftrom remarked that Baroa 
Wetterstedt would only remain in Mexico about five days. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. William II. Skwaru, 

iStcrctary of iSlatc, Sfc., Ifc., S^c. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Campbell, 

[Extiait. ] 

No. lO.J Department of State, 

M\i.i/nngion, Dtronhcr 17, 1864. 

Sir : Your despatch of the 5th ultimo, No. 7, has been received, and so much 
of it as rdates to Count Platten's request concerning the courtesy extended hj 
the Secretary of the Navy, on a late occasion, to a Swedish captain of marine, 
has been communicatcfl to the Navy Department. I tliank yuu for thf informa- 
tion you have given me relative to the anniversary of the Swedish union. 
• • • • • • * • 

I am, sir, yoor obedient serrant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Jambs H. Camfbbll, Esq., Sgc^ tfc., Stockholm, 



Mr. CamplieU to Mr. Seward, 

No. 10.] Leoatio.\ of the Umtkd States, 

Storhholm, January 3, I860. 

Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 9, 
of December 13, 1864, relative to the courtesy extended to Capuin Collins, 
TJnit«'d States navy, commanding United States .^iteamer Wachusett, by his 
excollency tlie governor of the island of St. Bartholomew, on her recent passage 
home from the coast of Brazil. 

I enclose a copy of a note addressed by mc to Count Mauderstrora, minister 
of state and of foreign a£hirs, on the subject. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient set \ ant, 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. William II. Scwabd, Sgc., tfc, Sfc, 



Legation of the United States, 

StoekiuUm, January 3, 1865. 

?»IK: TIio T'liitrl >»tjit<'s slrnincr "V\'Hi-lnisi-tt, 011 11 n-ccjit pas.sapo home from (lif coast of 
Brazil, t'ouml it, ncfi ssiiry to toufh iit the islund i>t' S?. Burtbolouii'W for supplk's. llur com* 
mander, Caj^ituin Collins, United Stat«'s navy, mi' -i iitly made report to the honorable the 
Swr«'t;iry ot the Navy of the I 'iiit- d Sfntcs. tli:;t tin- kindest eonsi'liTatioii wm Ix'sfowod 
Upon him, aud every fticility exluuded tor the ncconi^ilishiueut of his object by his excelleucy 
toe governor of the island. iUthough thore was a case of varioloid on board the Wachnset 
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at the time, the knowledge of which might have restrained authorities less kiodlj dispofed, 
jet the c'n ility cxtenth d was as iimrkodon thflpartof hi» exfieUency the goTenDor as bene- 

ficiftl ftud griiti tiil to tlie recipients. 

Ibegleavt- t.t assur. yourexceHency that this courtesy was highly appreciated hy my gov- 
ommeut, and, ou l>elialt' uf the President of the United States, I most cordially thaink his 
Maiesiy for this uew a^ssurance of frieudiibip. 

Jrennlt me to renew on this occasion the assaranoe of mj highest consideration. 

JAMEiS M. CAAiPBELL. 

His Excellency Count SIakderstrom, 

Jfiffisfsr ^ 8t0U and tf Fwign Jjfkint ife. 



Mr, Campbell to Mr» Seward. 

No. 11.] Lboation of tbb United States, 

Stockholm, Jamutry 9, 1865. 

Sir: I liave the honor to enclose a reply to my note of the 2d instant, ad- 
dressed to Count Manderstrom, niini.-»tor of state and of fntoii^u atfairs, in rela- 
tio?i to the recent visit of the United States Bteanicr Wachu^ett to tfye island 
of St. Bartholomew. 
A oopy of the reply and of the traoBlation thereof are herewith enclosed. 
1 have the honor to be, air, your obedient 8( rv.int, 

JAMES H. CAMFBELL. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, ^it:., Sgc, 



Comtt MMmienirom to Mr* Cam/hdl, 
[TVanalalion.] ' 

Btockbolu, JmMfy 4, 1868. 

Sir : I have hud the honor to receive the coinnuinication dated tlic st conil nf tlii - month, 
in which you <ixpre«8 to mo, by direction of your govemmenti the sati^fuctiun wliich it has 
experienoM from the friendly treatment which the steamship Waehnsett, of the United States 
navy, had r< ■ < iv* ! during a recent visit to the cnlony ot" St. ]?arthnliiiiu'W. 

In actin^r tims, tlx' governor lias only fuldlleU thu iutuutious and iubiructiuns of his gov- 
enunent. I'Ik ships r,t tiio United States can always rely upon the most cordial reception in 
the ports of the united Itingdoms and their dependencies. 

In having the honor to offer you the a.ssuruuce of tlxis, I seize tho occaijiou to add thereto, 
air, that of my most distinc olsliiisd consideration 

HANDERST&OM. 

Mr. Camtdell, Minister Resident o/tJie U. S. of America^ S(c, 



Mr. Seward to Mr, CampbeU. 

No. 11.] Department op State, 

Washitigton, January 10, 18G5. 

Sir: Yniir despatch of the 13th of December, NO. 9, has been received. 
Count ManderHtrom must have been misinformed. Russia has not directi'd Mr. 
Stoeckl to leave his mission here to perform a duty in another quarter — such as 
the eonrt supposes. The United States acknowledge with pleasore the rekt- 
tions of corditu friendship existing between themselves and liui^.^ia. But tliis 
friendship is neither more intimate nor more cordial than that which the United 
States desire to preiierve with Ssveilen. They wouhl deoply regret any 
occurreuce that should sliow that this desire is not reciprocated ou the part of 
Sweden. 

I am, sir, joor obedient serTant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD 
James H. Gampbbll» Esq., 4^, ifc., Stockholm, . 
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Mr, Campbell to Mr, Setcard, 

No. 18.] Lboation of -i ue I'm tbd States, 

S/ock/iolm, January 12, 1865* 

Sir : I had the lionor to receive your despatcli No. 10, of the 17th ultimo. 

Euclosetl you will ple.ise find tlie translated copy of a note, No. 1, reirivrd 
by me from Count Mauder&trom, of the 27tb ultimo, as well as a co]>y of my 
reply, No. 2, relating to an intemationa] exhibition to be held at Bergi d, Nor- 
vay, next summer. 

Thin exhibition, to which the Foreign Office call.^ my "special attention," will 
em1»race fish of all kind*, from tln' wlinlc to flic minnow ; filching tackle ; prod- 
ucts and preservatives of fish ; models of ships, boats, barrels, boxes, &c.. Sec. 

Thh subject cannot fail to prove interesting to the fiBbiug aud trading com- 
munities of New England, and I tmat the enterprise and ingennitj of my conn- 
trymen will contribute to the attraction of the occasion. 

It is d( sired by those having the matter in charge that public attention in 
the United I^tates may be called to their euterprise. I enclose copies of the 
programme, with a translation of the eume. 

I have the honor to be* with great respect, yonr obedient flerrant* 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, 



No 1. 

Cimmt Mandergtrom to Mr, Campbell, 
[Ttanslatioo.] 

Stockholm, Decemher ^17, 1^34. 

Sir: I Imvo tlif hnnor tn call yntir pporial iitfinition to tin- internutiuiiul exhibition of tlie 
products of tish au<l fi hinj^' tufklc, a> wt^U as uiIht olijtfts f inployeil iu tisliiiig, which wiil 
take place ut lUip ii. Noiway. tiuiu tin- lat of August to the iOth of September, ItXoi an 
exliiltilioii tit" ■which I have tlic honor to trnn.sniit yon lu icwith tho nropTBinnie. 

lie iika:>f(l to acci-ut, fiir, the asiiuruuco of uiy luoiit di^tiuguishi-u consideration. 

MA1ID£RSTR0M. 

Mr. CA»tPBELL, 

JftMwter Jtenditiil tifth» (hnttd Stefet of AmerMt ffc, tfc, S{c. 



Mr. Campbdl to Count Alundtrstrom. 

Leuatiok of the United Statf.s, 

StoekMm^ January 11, J 866. 

Sir: I have the honor to reciivc tlic note of your excellency of the 27tb ultimo^ calling 
my nttention to an international < xliil>ition to lie held at Bergten, Morway, in the COOIM w 
next smuujer, relating to ti.ih and ti.-^lieries. 

The bmuchcs of industry embraced within the purview of the procramme vou did me the 
honor tu enclot-e have added much to the wealth and prosperity of the New England Statee 
of my own country, as well as to the United Kingdoms of Sweden and Norwar. 

The- exhibition cannot fail to be of iniport?uice and niteicst t,i tlie peoples of both countriit?, 
aud 1 Khali take pleasure in calling the especial attention of my govem|uont to a ptupose so 
Interesting. 

This <H i asion is embiaoed hj me, air, to present the awnranoe of vay most distingniabed 

oonsideratiou. 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

HiiExcflKncy Coi'nt M andkhstiiom. 

JUinifttr u/ tilau and qf t'vrciga Affairs, ifc, ifc^ &[c. 
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Mr. Seward to Mr. Campbell. 

No. 13.] Dbpatitmknt of Statk, 

Washington, Fchruary 13, 18G5. 

Sir: Tour despatch of tlie 12th of January, No. 12, h.i.s bron roceived. 

Ill order to make the n qiK .-t of a friendly state as widely known as possible 
throughout this country, the Tresideut has commuuicated to Congress a copy 
of yoar despAtch and its aeeompaniments, lelatiye lo the proposed international 
eznibition to be held at Bergen, in Xorvray, during the coming summer* 

The subject, as wi 11 nn account of its novelty as its general iniportanGe» will 
no doubt attract the attention here which it so cmiucutly deserves. 
1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Jambs H. Gampbbll, Esq.. tfc,, ifc, Stockholm, 



Mr* HmUer to Mr, CampheU. 
[Extract.] 

No. 16.J Department op State, 

Wathington, May 9, 1865. 

Sir : Your despatch No. 15. of l^Iay 8, has been received. Tho prompt 
measnres adopted oy yon to thwart the supposed schemes o£ rebel emissarios 
in Sweden, to which yonr attention had been called by Mr. Wood» are approved 
and commended. 

• . • • • • • 

I am, sir, your obedieut servaut, 

W. HUNTER, Acting Secretary. 
James H. Campbbll, Esq., Sfc., Sfc*, Stockholm. 



Mr, Camfhdl to Mr, Seward, 
fExfaract.] 

No. 15] Lboation of the Umthu States, 

SfoekholM, April 8, 1865. 
Sib : Your despatch of the 13th of February, No. 13, has been received. 

I took occasion to communicate to Count ^landerstrom the action of my gov- 
ernment on the Hubject of the Bergen iotematiooal exhibition, with which he 
expressed liiinself much gratified. 

A letter from ilr. Wood, United States minister resident at Copenhagen, of 
the 1st instant, and reeeived by me on the 6th instant, informed me that '* con- 
federate agents" were prowling around that cit}' in scarcli of a vessel that 
would answer for piratical purposes, ami that be (Mr. Wood) understood that 
"Wadddl, the captain of the late Horida," who was there, had said that he 
might go to Sweden, Sec. 

I immediately took the necessary steps to place the consnis of the United 
States at the Swedish and Norwegian ports on their guard against the supposed 
purposes of these rebel emissaries, and requested careful watchfulness of their 
operations. 

I enclose a copy of Mr. Wood's note, (No. 1.) and of my reply, (No. 2,) as 
well as a copy of a letter addressed by me to the consul at Gotheuburg, Mr. 
Thomas, on the subject, (No. 3.) 

13 D c 
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Preparatious for the rci<uinptiou of commerce with the Baltic ports are now 
1>eiii^ made. It is supposed the navigation will be free from ice after the 15th 
or 201 h instant The winter haa be^ one of nnnanal aeverity, bat the enow 
and ice are now fu-^t disappeariog. 

• ••••• 

I have the houor to be yoor obedient eervant, 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. William H. Sbwa«d, ifc., i^c^ Sgc. 



No. 1. 

JTr. W9od to Mr, CimpMl, 

LEOAnoM OF THE United Statks. 

Citpi nha^nt, April J, ]8(i5. 

Dear Sir: Confederate af^ents have been prowling arouud iIum city, ami, I stippose, 
lookinf^ ont fbr aonw vesael (hat will do for s pirate, and which thoy would ex])ect to get oat 
as a tm rcliant veMel and arm at .«i>>i. 

I liuve been iufbfmed that Waddell, the captain of the late Florida, is here, and that he bus 
dropped the remark that he might go to Sweden ; in other words, go where he coald find 
such a Bhip as he wantt<l. 

I am Hut budicitiUtlj uiMjUaind il with Swedish ports or SwfdisL commerce to indicate what 
plaoo he would goto, Init 'nay* tlmuj.'ht it advisable to apprise you of what I have heard. 
As it is uo lonrrer ns eatsily as Atr.iii iiy to t (jiiip pirates iu Euglaiid, the confederates are 
now, I tbiuk, luruiug their atleutiou to tbu sumllur maritime powcrB. 
I remain, verr tmlj, your obedient eervanl, 

BBADFOBD K. WOOD, 

Hon. If r. Campeell, 

VwUtA Sflet Mimkt€r, Sioekkolm, 

P. S.— I ;>hould think Qothenbuiga port, or one of the porta, most likely to be visited 
by the confederates. W. 



No.S. 

Mr. Campbdl to Mr, Wboi. 

Legation of tiib United States, 

Stockholm, April 6. 1865. 

Sir : Yours of tlu- l>t instant was received this mominp, and I thank you for the informn- 
tion thus promptly fjivt ii. We have been otit of the truck of rebel ojierations here, and, 
with the exception of a jtersoii ciiHiii^' himself William L. Piiv-t'iu, ('. i?. A., who left thin 
place about the time of mv arrival, I have not iioard of any one within the jurisdiction of 
ibis legation who might fairly be suspected as a spy or agent of the insnrgents. 

I can understand tTie vulne of your Mi^'-;,M'stioiis, unt] will immediiitt 1 v tal.i' flir« necessary 
steps to place our consuls on the alert, aud if. or when, necessaiy, will call the attention of 
the tSwcoish and Norwegian officials to the sabject. 

AVitb thanks tor your sti^rprr '^^tions, and in the hope that we may meet in Eupope, I have 
the houor to be, verv respecilully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. Ph adfori) A\'(»on, 

Lulled Stales MiHisUr Eesident, Copenhagen. 



No. 3. 

JITr. Cam/Mt t» Mr* Tkomm$t Jr, 

Legation of the United Statf^. 

Storfiholm, Apnl ti. 1H(m. 

Sir: The followinp extracts are made from a letter received thii» day from Hon. F.radford 
R. Wood, United States minister resident, Copenhagen, aud dated April I, 18tK>, vi / : 

Confederate agenu have been prowling around this city, and, 1 suppose, looking oat 
for some Teasel that will do for a jmate, mm wlUch they would expect to get out as a mer* 
chant vtSMl and annatiea. I have been informad that WaddeU, tha captain of the late 
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Flori'la, is here. nn<1 that he <lroppo(l the remark that ho might po to Swpflt^n ; in other 
worda. go where he oiigbt find such a ship as he wanted. I am not sufficieutly acquainted 
with Swedish prnts or Swedish commerce to indicate what place he would fgo to, Ae. As it 

i- n>' longiT Hs easily !i< fiTriierly to equip piratt's in Englaii<l, flw confe(lcrii(4 •«< iiri' luav, I 
thiuk, turuiug their lit tcTitiuu to the smaller maritime powers, t.^c. I shouM tiiiuk dotiiou- 
barg a port, or one of the ports, most likely to be Tisfted by the eonftderati s. " 

A.H th«' opemfidiis of the insurgent's* nj^ents may fxtoiul to ymr iieiphborhoml, I havf! 
<k«nied it aJvisable to cail j'our attention to this iut'orn)atit)u, aud to request of you tthut 
which I know the iut'Mests of the United States will always receive at yuor hands witnovt 
liny request of mine) especial care aud watchfuluess in tliis repard. If necessary, my aid 
n-itb the govemnieut oHicials Itere cau be invoked by telegraph or otherwise, as you may 
deem best. I have written to the oonsule of the United States at Bergen and Pongnind on 
this subject. 

What is tlie prospect of emigration to the United States from jour part of Sweden for the 

approachiuor ^<-ii»on 1 He plcust d to h t me know. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

JAMBS H. CAMPBELL. 

William W. Thomas, Jr., Es*] . 

UnUtd 8ttiie» Couult Gothenburg^ Sweden, 



Mr, Campbell to Mr. Setcard. 

Ko. 16.] Lboation op the United Statk^^, 

StocMiolm, A-prtl 25, I860. 

f^iR : Yotir tlespntcli of the 24tli ultimo, Xo. 14, has IxM^n received. I will 
[tIvo attention to the sciectioa of proper consular agents at ilanunerfast and 
TroD.««o. 

It 18 abnTidantl7 evidoit tbat immigration from Sweden and Norwaj to the 
United States will be larger this season and probably in exceas of any former 
vear. It is accelerated bv the now universnl convict ioti that the rebellion has 
been eiibduod, niid tlmt there will be a great demand for laltor in the United 
States in all branches of industry. In addition to ordinary inducements, it^is 
' thought eztnordinaxj ones will arise in repairing the wasta sad destmetion ot 
war. On all sides we hear of familiefl and individaals living for Ameriea* and 
refN>rt8 from the various consulates indicate increased activity in the same di> 
rectinn. It is said tbat the Swedi.sb foreign office issued one hundred and seven 

J)assuorts during the first few days of last week, for persons inteudiug to leave 
or the United States ; and when wc take iuto consideration the fact that emi- 
gnmts are not obliged to take out passports, and probably not one in three does 
talte out one» tbe conclnsiou points to a large immigration. The (Subject bas 
crf'.Urd ilann anion;; laiuU d proprietors and governing classes. In the country 
ni(.« tinj:H have been held by employers, complaining that young laboring men 
are leaving the country, and insisting that government should take steps to 
prerent an exodus of the pc ople, so detrimental to landed and prodnctive inter- 
ests. They cbarge tbat the government of the United States, engaged in a 
fTT^.it war. are inducing and aidin;^' the able-bodied men to immigrate, and this 
idea obtaining among the people causes one class to regard its officers with jea- 
lous distrust, while another class daily seek at tlio duurs of the legation and 
coosnlate tbe means to reach American shores. Again, political partisans seise 
the occasion to turn the feeling to tlicir own account. Those who may be styled 
liberals insist that the eatise of tbe immigration is to be found in the laws of 
the country, which they urge, among other things, obliges the citizen to pay 
taxes to snpport a state religion his conscience does not approve of, aud that 
while the country is poor and wages low public burdens are onerous. 

Uut I imagine tbe tme reason is obvious. Receiving through letters from 
friends and relatives in Am* riea accounts of impro%'ed condition, and liberal 
in^^titnlions of h(>me8t<'ad bills aud fertile soil, the Swedish and Norwegian pea- 
sant believes he caQ better his condition in life, not for himself only, but fo) 
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Lis children, and up to this bettor condition liif d' siro roaclio?, a? jd.iiits to the 
sun. The railinga of government organs, and the imbiications, iu* the denun- 
ciations of iuterested classes, are vain. He has faith iu the statements of his 
own class, and go be will, if he can provide the means. And that is the great 
impediment. The land is jioor. Thousands would go if the means were pro* 
virl<>d. The doors of the legation have been besieged by persons inquiring 
■whciher tlie minister of the United States was not sending emigrants to Amr'r- 
icu, and the same inquiry has been so constantly made of the consul (^Ir. 
leeSI.) that he felt called upon to insert a notice in one of the newspapers of 
the city to ibe efibct that the government of the United States was not paying 
the passage money of inmiiirmnts, and tlint he had nothing to do with immi- 
gration companies. Am thorio wlio made the iTKjuiry n'ferrt'il to at this lega- 
tion, 1 recognized one or two with whom the object waa simply to ascertaiu 
whether the current reports were trae or not To one and all the answer was 
retnmed that whilst I would furnish information to anyone who desired to 
proceed to America, where all good ukh would bo welcome who cho^e to go, 
yet that the government of the United ^States, its miuistei-s, consuls and ni^ents, 
had nothing to do with sending emigrants to the country, much less with iiu- 
nishing funds for that purpose. 

The news received within the last twenty-four hours of tin surrender of Lee's 
army, as well as of the capture of Richmond and Selma, has drveloped a feel- 
ing of satisfaction among commercial and laboring classes of which I have 
sometimes doubted the existence. Swedish merchants are anxious to resume 
the exchange of iron for cotton* whilst the laboring classes havA an impression 
that the war was in the interest of free labor and liberal institntionsi and peace 
will stimulate both commerce and immigration. 

Congratulating you upon the triumph of oar arms, and the suppression of a 
causeless hut gigantic rebellion, 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servapt, 

JAMES H. OAMPBEIX. 

* Hon. William H. Sewabd, ^„ ifc, 

4 



Mr* Campbell to Mr, Seward, 
[Extract.] 

Iffo. 17.] Lbgation of the United States, 

Stockholm, April 30, J 865. 

Sir: On the evening of the 2Gth of April a telegram from the embassy of 
the United States in Lcnulon was received at this legation, aiinoinu ing the death, 
by assassination, of Abraham Lincoln, Tresident of the United States ; also, 
an attack npon the life of the Secretary of State, resulting in injuries so severe 
as to render his recovery doul ttul. 

Overwhelmed witli horror by this woful news, which was already in circu- 
lation in iStockholm, inspiring grave misgivings and vague fears in the minds of 
the friends of the republic, who but imperfectly understood its organization, I 
deemed it |>roper, on the following morning, to announce to the department of 
state and of foreign affairs of Sweden and of Norway, the facts of tho death 
of the President of the United States of America, and the insUillation of his 
constitutional successor in executive office. (A copy of my note is herewith 
enclosed. No. 1.) At the same time, I communicated to Count Manderstrom 
the affiicting intelligence of the condition to which you, sir, had been reduced 
by a murderous attack, (No, 8.) 

The prompt and sympathetic response of his excellency displays a warmth 
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of emotion unusual in official papers, and Ib in harmony with the reputation and 
horror felt by all clas^fies of tho Swcdiiah pooplo, (('nolo>»nres Nos. 3 and 4.) 

These sentiments have sought expression at this legation in such varied forms 
ae have deeply touched my heart, and caused me to feel that the blow dealt my 
beloved country by an aflsaasin's hand ia resented by all Christendom. 

I haire the honor to report tlu« direct and marked action of the King, who 
comni5^«,^ioned the Count Axel Cronlieilm, an officer of the royal Ptaff, to visit 
the legation of the United States with messages of condolence, coupled with 
the strongest possible terms of detestation for the parricide, and assurances of 
the admiration entertained by him for the personal character and attributes of 
onr lamented Chief Magistrate. These sentiments of sympathy for a mourning 
])eopIe, and reprobation for the crime by wliieli they have been bereaved, were 
expres;8ed in such earnest and feeling words as were worthy of the noble heart 
of his Majesty, and must prove acceptable to the nation in whose behalf they 
were uttered. 

It was also the desire of the K'w>^ that I would convey to him the earliest in- 
telligence of your health, sir, as his iMajesty felt the deepest interest in thepres- 
ervation of a life so eminent and valuable. 

In addition to the othcial communication from the department of state of 
Sweden and Norway, that most ezcdlent gentleman, Connt Manderstrom, in a 
personal visit, and private notes, (Nos. 5 and 6,) evinced such fieeling as com- 
mands my gratitude. 

In some of the ports the flafrs were at half-mast for the death of the Presi- 
dent ; the public journals spoke with appreciation of his life and death. 
* ' • • • • • 

The Swedwh court has worn mourning for several members of royal houses 
in Europe, during the past winter, but in no instance have I observed a popular 
tribute comparable with this. The members of the diplomatic corps in Stock- 
hnhn have buen inetant in their tokens of sympathy, and the American resi- 
dents bore ha\'(' sought at t-lie legation such comfort and information as might 
soothe their grief and allay their lears. The Baron Feysack, and Lieutenant 
Anderson, gallant officers of Sweden, whose swords have been drawn in the 
«( rvie(! of the United States, came to offer their condolen&es tO the country they 
had defended, as did. also, the Count Piper, formerly minister resident at Wash- 
ington, and other distinguished Swedes. 

If the transmission of these details appears unnecessary, I find my excuse in 
the conviction that such tokens of sympathy in a remote land, for their national 
grief, must be as acceptable to the American people as they have been to thdr 
representative. 

I may be suffered liere to give utterance to ray own emotions iqion the dire 
calamity which has visited my country. The hand raised agaiust the life of the 
President has inflicted a grievous wound upon every American heart, and, in 
common with milli< ais bereaved of their Chief, I deeply feel the outrage perpe- 
trated upon saered national rights. 

With regard to Abraham Lincoln, whom I knew and loved as a personal 
friend, I recognise with awe that God's instrument has been laid away in 
heaven's armoiy. SraionberiDg how, in the raging of political tornadoes, he 
bore himself with the passionless calm of some grand abstraction, and, divestetl 
of prejudice or fiivor, devoted himj^elf to the large ends of human freedom and 
national life, I feel that his death w;is the seal to the deeds of his life, and be 
clused his eyes un great purposes achieved, to open them upon the immortal 
crown. To his country he leaves the rich legacy of a beneficent government 
pre8er\'ed ; the American ideal of liberty attained ; and the noble record of the 
^'hri^'tiau life he lived, the patriot's ends he wrought, and the martyr's death 
tiiat he died to embellish her story. 
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Allow me to tender you, sir, my respectful eympafliy for the montal nnrl 
physical puffering^p yon have sustained, and to exprt'ss most f« rvout tliaukn- 
giving to God, who. in 111.-^ mercy, had ispared a life so valuable to our country. 

Prayiug for your t>peedy restoradon to health and itsefiihie08» I have the 
honor to be jour obedient Beryant* 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. William II. Seward, 

Secretary of State, ^v., ^v., ^v. 



Ko. 1. 

Jtfir. Camfbeli to CowM Manientmn* 

LEGAflOX OP THE I'XITED StaTI:<. 

Sloi l.holm, April '-ll, l -^t^S. 

Sir: It becomes nij painful duty to iDform his Majcst;)-'^ guvernuient uf the Uuited 
KiDg:donis of Sweden and Nonvay of the oontenta of a telegram leeeived liy inc last night* 
from till lionomMu Clmilos Ftanc-'is Adams, eoToy extraordinaiyt of th« United States 
of America near hor Britumiic Majesty. 

Mr. Aduiiis iitnii>ti<H-< ^ to me the uiolancboly intelligence that hin exct'lloncy Abrnimm 
Lincoln. i'rcM>l> i.t ot'iiio Uuited States of America, was assassinated whilst in his boxat the 

theatre, in \Vu>hiii;_'tti!i. 

To my country t]n> is u terrible cataNtropbo, for the President was enshrined in the henrtsi 
and shared the contideuce of his countrymen in a remarkable degree. The natture of the 
crime by which bo periMlied Hhocks civilizatiun, as it outrnge.H humanity ; But his de«th will 
not retard the restxratiun uf national anthority, nor arrest the fnnetion^s of the jrovenunent. 

The Vice l^resideut, the honorable Andrew Johu^ou, has asauued the fuuclions of Fresi- 
dent fn aecordance with the provisions *>f the Constitution of the United States of America. 

OfVu iiil (Ii >|)at( lies, containing the details of this most abhonent crime, have not yet 
lea^'hed thia legation. 

Permit me to renew to your exeelleucy on this sad occasion the assnranee of my most dis- 
tlngnished oonaideration. 

JAMES H. CAMrilELL. 

Bis EzoeUency Cot nt Makoerstrom, 

ilf ittist*r of SMe and qf Foreign Affairo, 



1^0.3. 

Mr. Camyhttt to Count Manderstrom. 

Till RSDAV MoasiM., Aprd'^, \y^C\:y. 

Mv Df.au Sir: Whilst writinf? to inform you uf tlie national calamity which has Hinitteu 
my behiviKl country, tlie kind note of your e.\(-cllency was hauded me. IVIy London telei;ram, 
ebcwhere communicated, forbids indulging in tlie nope expressed by you tliat the tacts ate 
exa(^(i:erated. 

A siniultaneotis attack wa.s made upon the President at the tlientrc, and Mr. Sew.'jrd in his 
8ick>room, where he was confiued by iicriou:» injuries occiutioned by a fall from his carriage. 
His recovery is doubtful, but I trust that God in his providence will spare to his countiy 
this t iainent statesman, who^ in her season of tribulation, has served her widi abiUtj, and 
guided her with wisdom. 

No further details of these sad cventR have reached me. 

For the proni]>t com i tmi, :tri> t: "f :) !• Swcdi.sh telegnim. antl the rea'ly sympathy accom- 
panying it, receive my warni< .st thanks. 1 can well uudertiiand how tho iul«lligence of thia 
enormous crime will 9hock the Christian people uf Sweden. 

ii'ri'catiiip: my pfrateful apitreciation oi tlic ntiiuents expressed by youi excellency, 

1 La\c the liuuur to be, your obedient s-onaui, 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Uis Excellency Corx r Mani>f.r»trom, 

Miniittr vj State and of foreign Affuiro. 
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No. 4. 

CmmI M^auUntnm f« Mr, Cmmpbdl. 
[Tniulation.] 

StopKIIOLM, April -il, l sr>r>. 
Sib.: 1 have rfc« iveii tho official comnuinicatiou by which you have contirineU this mora> 
iag the melancholy intelligence already in circnlation yesterday evening, of the odkMtt OQt- 
r.if^ to which the Preaident of the United States fell a victiin, on the evratog of the 14th of 
thi.i mouth. 

I have thooght it my duty to In in^ this OTerwholniin;; news immediatelytotheknowled^^e of 

my HH^rti'^t Sr>v«'ivicfn, and it is hy his i^xynos^ oflcr that I hast«'n to convoy to you, sir, all 
the horror iiiiti piufound ri-j^rt-t vvitii wliu li it has iii.spired hiiu. Not ouly llio old and excel- 
lent lelatioiix which existed bi-twoen tho two governments, but the high esteem and the 
sincere consideration professed by the King for the noble character, and eminent qualities 
of the illuxtrious President who has been tiiken from a country to the welfare of which he 
was devote l. \>y tlir most atrocious crime, may easily explain the sentiments of just ffrief 
and sad sympathy with which the King is penetrated, and the reprobation with which bia 
Majesty Ktump.s a shamefnl awuMsination, directed by a parricidal hand against ^at good man. 

This criuH' is ii^'i^'^uivaft il by th*' infamous atlm k inadi' iiixMi the distiiin;nished statesman 
confiueil to hia bed of suffering, and who, wounded also in his most cherished adections, 
seems to leare ns little hope of seeing him recorer firom his physical and mnnta! angnish. 

Tho King has charged me to bop^ you, sir, to testify tn your rjovornincnt the sr iitiiiM tits on- 
tertained by him, and which, be a!>surcd, are shared by the two ptupl<\i united uuder his 
sci'ptro. 

In piving utterance to the most siTicoro wishf><? that this frightful minfortune does not in- 
jure tho United States of America, tho government of the King expresses the hope of con- 
tinning with Pn\>4ident Johnson the same relations of couHdence and amity whidi nave been 
maintained nnder the gOTemment of the Uinstrious President whose loss we so bitterly de- 
plore. 

In bi'ggin? you, sir, to accept the expresKion of my most profound peiSOnal XOgiet, I pennit 
myself to add the assurance ot my most distinguished consideration. 

HANDERSTROM. 

Hr« CAWPnr.r.i,, 

JUiniMter Jiendenl of the United State* oj America, 



No. 5. 

Csimf JToiMlsrsffvsi to Mr, Cam/hdl, 

Wbdnbsdat EvBinvo. 

My Dear Sir : It is with the titmost dismay T find in the oTening p^en a telegram ftoni 

New Yorli, of the 15th instant, to the following purport: 

*' President Lincoln has been shot by an assassio. He died to-day. A morderons attempt 
has been directt il ji'^-ii-Ti'-t Mr. Seward. Ills r« cov( rv is iloubtful." 

This news is from iiamburi^. I have received nothing to coutirm them up to this hour. 
I hope it b an tmtme, or at wast exaggerated, vsporL Of oonne I will oomnranicale to yon 
what I receive. 

You cannot doubt, my dear sir, tho general sentiments of horror and indignation by which 
this awful news will be received in my ooontry, and I beg to express to yon the feelings of 
my most cordial sympathy. 

I remain, my dear sir, with great truth and regard, yours, very truly, ' 

MANDERffTROM. 

Mr. Campbell, 

JTiaislsr JbsMeat tfiU Vmud 8taU$ Anuriea, 



No. 6. 

Count Manderttrom to Mr, Campbelt. 

April 27, 18G5. 

Ht Drar Sir t I hasten to commnnieate to yon the following details transmitted from 

I-oTi'lon ye.sterilay evcniiirr. but whirh reached luf only this moruinjr- 

It appears that Presitleut Lincoln was murdered in lus box at the theatre ; the assassin, 
whose name Is Booth, jumped down from the box on the scene and effectually escaped. Ho 
went directly to Baltimore, and was apprehended thero. It was the brother of Hooth 
made the attaclc upon Mr. Seward iu his sick-room and wounded him dangerously^ 
His son, Mr. Fredeiick Seward, hastening to help his father, was muderod on the spot. 
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General Ginut was to have assiHtcd at the play, but was prevented hj Official borfoMs; 
tliis being mentioned, 1 sudihwo tbero was eoine plan laid ogainai him. 

Snch a sbodcinif aedn « atrodoua crimes, up to this daj never witneMedinjOttreonntrj, 
cannot ftiil lo imprefls the minds of all good citizens and make them rally round the banner 
of order. 

I reserve myself to answer officially to your note, but thou^^ht it my duty not to kse time 
in giving you all t li" «]. tails I have ri'Ct'ived. 

I am, ui\' dear sir, your very obedient servant, 

MANDEBSTBdlL 

Mr. CAMPnRi.i.. 

Minister Resident of the United States of America, 



Mr. Campbell to Mr, Settard. 

No. 18.J Lboatio.x of the Umted Staths, 

Stockholm^ May 3» 1865. 
Sir : I thonght proper to make a Buftable aeknowledgmeiit for the note of 

Count ^^auder^»tro^l, minister of folate and of foreifi^u affairs, of the 27th liltimOt 
e!u I<)S( I in my despatch of the 30th ultimo, No* 17, and therefore note a reply, 
of which the enclosed in a c<)j)y. 

1 have the honor to be, vour obedient eeiTant, 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Srward, 

Seereiary State. 



Mr* C«uitpMl to Comif MauderUnm, 

Leoation of the United States, 

Stockholm, May 3, 18<)5. 

Sir: I had the honor to receive the official communication of the 27th ultimo, whereby 
TOOT ezoelleney conveyed to me the detotation and borror entertained by bis Majesty the 
Ktn(2^ of Sweden and Nttrway for the infamous crime whereby the lute President of the I'nited 
States of America lost his life, conpled with seuiimeuts of profound regret and persuual 
admfmlion for the cbametor of the HInstrions dead, as well as Rvnipathy and condolence for a 

bercu t 1 pei'|>!e. I observed wltli uuiiiingled satisfaetioii tliat his Majesty was pleased to 
refer to the excellent relations existin<; between the two goverument«, connected with the 
hope that these friendly relations nmy l>e conturaed under the President of the United States 
of America, the 8Ucres>«or of the late I'resi<i<'nt. 

With a niiud deeply penetrated by tlie noble .seutiim nts of his Majesty, and the pracious 
manner of their expression, I hasten to convey to the President of the United StaieK their 
full import, and to assure your exeellen«"y his Majesty's abhorrence for a crime that deprived 
a people of their cliosen ruler, and sorrow f»»r their loss, will be acceptable to, and fully ap- 
preciated by. the {jrovernment and people of the United States, ond will form anew tie between 
the governments and peoples of the two countries. 

For the sympathy manifested by the Christian and law-abidiiifr people of the nntted kinpr- 
doms of Sweden and Norway for your exci-llciu v's pTsoiial sentiments of condi'lenee, imt 
only for the loss of our beloved i're^ideut, but fur the terrible ii\juries inflicted upou the person 
of the very eminent Secretary of State of the United States, for bis suffering heart, wounded 
in its must tciidi r affections, I am deeply pratofttl. 

To ihenii ajisuruuces of profound appreciation on the part of my government sntVer me to 
add, sir, that of my most oistingnished oonaideiaUon. 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

His Excellency Count Mandlr-strom, 

JTiawfer 8taU and of Foreign Jjfnm, 8ge,, 8te., 8tc* 



Mr, Campbell to Mr, Seward. 

1^0. 19.J Lboation up the UmtI^d States. 

Storkhohn, May 5, 1S65. 
Sir : III my (L-pitcli of the 25th ultimo, No. 16. I called the attention of my 
.government to the subject of emigratiou from iSwedeu and Norway to the 



Digitized by Google 



Vm/yUATlO COBBBSPONBENCE. 201 

United States. Since that timo tin- oiTlcial now.-^paper, publUhed in Stockholm, 
called the ** Pof^t och Sttrikes Tiedrninfj^ar," of the 2Gth ultimo, cnntain^' rin order 
issued from the <.i\ il (h partment of liirf Swedish Ma)('stj's nrovernmont, in rda- 
tiou to emigratiou to America, a copy of wliicli order, together with a trau:?la- 
tion tbefeof affixed, (No. 1,) is hetewith enclosed. 

I feel very certain that Congress has not, and will not adopt any proposition 
to " subject emigrants to a loss of freedom for a certain pr riod," however State 
legislatures may establi.sh laws to enforce contracts in tlie forms and ways 
known to mot-t civilized nations. Yet, I have not thougliL proper to protest 
against what appears from the order itself to have been a report nom a Swedish 
eonsnlr that sncn an act ** was being drawn np to be laid before Congress," 
when no official character is assigned it. In fact, the Swedish autlioritics are 
f'oroljr perplexed at the threnfetu'd lo^r? of numerous of their most valuable arti- 
sans and laborers, and the order in question shows the extent to which they 
feel themselves obliged to go to arrest emigration. 

We might join issue urith the assertion contained in the order, that '* experi' 
ence has showa that many of those who have in former years emigrated to the 
United States have been diMapjiointed in tluiir hope of o!)taitiini^ a bett^-r sub- 
sistence." This is doubted by the class wbieh supplies eniij^^iation, for they 
know, from public and private channels, that experience, in most instances, 
points to a directly opposite conclusion. It is also well understood here that 
the governing classes in Sweden and Norway are interested in throwing every 

Sossible barrier in the way of depopulation, and. unless the department sli.ill 
irect otherwise, I propose to leave the order in question to the press, to emi- 
gration societies, and to private correspondence. 

I have ih% honor to be, sir, your obedient senrant, 

JAMES H. CAUPBELL. 

Hon. "William H. Seward, 

Secretary of Stale, 4fv., Sfc,, ^ 



[fTcanalation.] 

LPublished hi the official Gazette of the 26th of April, 18G5.] 

SWEDEN. — riML DHTAKTMENT. 

It having been rt'prescuted to bis Majesty, ou the basis of a report from the consul of the 
United RingdoinH at New York, that a company formed in that city, uudor tliu name of tho 
American liniiiirrratinn Company, witli a view to proinoto i!iimi;:;rati<»ii from otlior rnniitrics 
to the Uuitf'i States of America, had appointed a npocial ajjcnl at (iotbt'uburgfortUi! purpose 
of endeavoring to obtain emigrants from various parts uf Sweden, and especially firom the 
inarmfactnrinff towns and tho iron districts, to which end iho said afjcut is empowered to 
eulcr intij an agreement with those who wish to eiiiijjrate, relatiii;^ to the provision of em- 
ployment for ihcm on theif arrival, and the payment of their passage ; and, also, that an act 
u Imng drawn up in the United States to be laid before Congress, providing that ewigranta 
who have had the expense of their passai^e to America advanced by tho said Imm1|cnrat!on 
Company sliall l>e liable to bo subjci tr-l to a loss <>t' fn-edom for a certnin juTtod, in tlu-cvr-tit 
of their refusing, on their arrival, to fulfil the provisions of the said agreement ; and, fur- 
ther, it having been proved by ex] erience that many of those who, danug previous yean, 
havi (-niigrHted to tho I'uitt-d Stales hnvt- hvt n disappointed in thdr hopes of obtainiBg ft 
better subsistence there than in their own country : 

Therefore, bis Majesty has l>een graciouslv pleas^ on the 11th day of April, to prescribe 
that the grand governor of Stockholm, and tlio governors of those provinces from which 
eatigratiou takes place, shall warn, bv public proclamation, those who ore tempted to such 
migration notnwUy to abandon their native land, in order to seek an uncertain existence 
•nong stniiigers, spraking a strango language, and separated from their relations and coun- 
ttyniL-n, wbile eusi«T means of subsistence are continually being provided at home for tho 
industrious workman. 

In Jitlem. 

Stuckijulm, April 27, 1365. 
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Mr, CainjiheU to Mr. Hunter, 

No. 80.] LKGATlOiN OF THE UNITED StATKJs, 

SlockJioIm, May 8, 1865. 

Sir : DeBpatcb No. 15, of the 13th ultimo, was recei\red at this legation. 
I eDclbsed copies of the three pi odamations of the Preeident of the United 
States, dated, respectively, A [nil II, 1865» contained in that despatch, to the 
Foreign Office of his Swedish Majesty, accompanied with a note, of which en- 
closure No. 1 is a copy. 

1 have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. W. HuNTBB, 

Acting Secretary qf State, 4®., Ijfc 



Mr, CMMj^i t» Cmml Muukntrmm, 

LCQATIOX OF THE UxiTI D STATES, 

Stocklwlm, May 8, 18(>5. 

Sni : I Lave the honor to call the attention of bis Maio.sty's pov*Tniiiont to fscvoral proc- 
laniationii ii>sued by the President of the Unitetl States of' Aim rica, dated, respe< tivrly, onth« 
lith ultimo, and each herewith enclosed, in print, and attcHted by the undersigned. 

The first (enclosure No. 1 ) relates to the closing' of certain port^i of entry of the United 
Statrs; the second (enclosure No. 'J) relates to the port of Key Wot, in Florida : and the 
third (eucioi^ure No. 3) has rcferouce to Uic exchange of ruciprocai hospitalities between war 
vessels of the United States of America and simUar Tpssels of foreign powers in the ports of 
their respective countries. 

lu thu language of the proclaniatiuu last referred to, (enclosure No. ST) it is believed by 
the Ptasident that, " whatever claim or pretence may have existed heretofore, the United 
States are now, at least, entitled to clitltn and concecle an entire and friendly eqaality of 
rights and ho.spitulities with ail niaritimo nations." 

In requesting the attention of his Majesty's government to the proclamations enclosed, I 
seize the occasion to assore you, sir, of my most distinguished consideration. 

JAMES U.- C^VMl'BLLL. 

His Excellency Coi XT MaNDF.R.sTROM, 

MiuiUtr qf StaU and qf Foreig» jijair$, ffCf t(e., tfc. 



Mr, Campbell to Mr, Hunter. 

No. 21.] Legation of tiik Umted States, 

Stockholm, May 8, 15G5. 

SiK : 1 had tlie honor to receive your circular of the 17th ultimo, announcing 
to me, oihcially, the assassinutiou of our revered Chief Mi^gistratc, the Prcdideut 
of the United States of America. 

The melancholy tidings reached this legation in a semi-ofncial character, on 
the night of the 2Gth ultimo, from the embassy if tin- United States in Lonilon; 
and the action taketi in rt lnfion thereunto, and the reasons therefor, will be 
found fully set forth iu my despatches JSo. 17, of the 30th ultimo, and No. IS, 
of the 3d iustaut. 

The order from the Department of State, of the 17th ultimo, relating to 
wearing crape in honor of the memory of our late illustrious Chief Magistrate, 

was received aiul duly made known to the several consuls within llie Juri.^dic- 
tion of this h-gation ; but, iinincdiutely ujiou the receipt of the di.-»astrous news, 
I took measures to pay that tribute of respect to the departed President. 

In the midst of unfeigned sorrow at the death of the late Ph»ident, I learn 
with much satis&ction of the improved condition of the Secretary of State and 
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tbe Assii<tant Secretary of State, and trust that their valoable lives majr be 
spared to their family and the uatiuu. 

I have tbe honor to be yonr obedient senrant, 

JAMES H. OAMPBELL. 

Hon. W. HuxTKR, 

Acting Secretary of State, Sfc., fyc., ^v. 



Mr. Cumphdl to Mr, Hunter, 

No. 22.] Lboation op tub United 8tati-.s, 

Sfn Iholnh May 12, 1665. 
SfR : T have the honor to enclose a copy of the reply of Count Mauderstrom . 
hiB Swedish Majesty's minister of t^tatu and of foreign afiairj*, to my note of 
the Sth instant, (see despatch No. 20,) conveying to him three proclamations 
issued by tbe President of tbe United States. 

1 have the honor to be jonr obedioit servant, 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. W. HUiNTER, 

Acting Secretary of State, ifc., Sfc.y ffc. 



CvmiA Af mufenlrsA to Mr, CumjML 
[Tnns]ati<m.] 

STOCKnOLM, May 12, l"?(Tr>. 

Snt : I have tbe bouor to acknowlcJgu the reception of tbe note addressed to me by you, 
dated the Sth of tbU month, annonneini^ three proclantations, published a few days before 

the deteHtable crime wliirh pnt an pikI to his life, bj the late President Linculn : The first on 
tbe closing of certain purta ut the UuiteU biat«iii; the second relating to the port of K«y 
Wii^i ; and the third concerning the treatment accorded in ports of the United states to the 
•bii>8-of war of foreign uutions. 

J liave not failed to obHcrve tlieiii with the interest due their contents, and am happy to say, 
iaiegard to the loMt of these proclamations, that the restrictiona which may he imposed upon 
the veesels-of'War of forcig;n nations in the ports of the United States will not ho applirable 
to tbo«e of tbe Kin^ my aiieust sovereig'n, tlio government of his Miijesty havuig never 
refused to the ships of the Uriited States the most favorable treatment, while it is a duty to 
acknowledge that such has also been the reception accorded to its own in the ports of the 
United Stales. 

I avail my^lf of tUaoocasiiMitoieBevr to yon, sir, the aMoranoe of roymost distinguished 
consideration. 

MANDEBSTBOM. 

Ur. CAMIMUM.f., 

Minister licsidenl oj the United Statu of AmerUa, Sfc^ Sfc, SfC, 



Mr, Campbell to Mr. Hunter. 

Xo. 23.] Leuation of the United States, 

Stoekk^^m, Jitne 13, 1865. 
Sir : Toor eirealar of the 16th ultimo, endosing two copiee of the prochima- 
tion of the President of the United States relative to insnrgent emisers, was 

received. 

I con\iiiuTiicate(l the })roclaiimtion to his* Sworlisli MajVstyV p^overnmcnt, and 
herewith enclose a copy of my note to Count Mauderstrom on the subject. 
Your despatch, No. 16, of May 9, 1S65, was receiyed. 
I have the honor to he your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. OAMPBELL. 

Hon. W. Hunter, 

Acting Secretary of State, 
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Mr, Cm^fbtU to CwtU Mmndarsinm* 

LfiOATioaf OP THE T^xtted Staths, 

Stockholm, June I'A, 18413. 

8lR: Herewith T have the honor to enc1o<M> a copy of the proclamation of the PreNi<h nt of 
the United States roLitive to insurgent cruist'is, uudi-r date ot' the ICth day of May, lH«>r>. 

I am pletused to iK-lieve bis M^jo«tj, Kiagot* the United Kingdoms of Sweden and Norwajr, 
will conenr in judging, with the President of the United 8t«ti>s of America, in the necessity 
and propriety of the course taken by the President as indicnv -1 in this j)rn( liiTnation. 

I embrace the occasion to renew to jott,.Bir, the assurauco of my most distinguished con- 
Blderatioii. 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Ilis Excellency Count Manderstrom, 

Jflmsfer qf 8taU taid qf F»nig» AjfkirM, 4r«., tfe,, 9;e. 



Mr. Campbdl to Mr, Seward* 
[Eztnet] 

Ko. 25.] Lboation of thb TJmTBD Statbs. 

Stockholm, September 14, 1865. 
Sib: •••••••• 

The Russian squadron, of some twciitv-fivp pail, including; nine monitors and 
Bcveral iron-clads, with the (hand Duke Coustautiiie on board, paid this capital 
a viait witliin the last fortnight, and ehortly before my return from the interna- 
tioual exhlbitioii at B«^n. One monitor was lost and one damaged by @ti iking 
a rock in the Botbnian gulf before the squadron reached StoL-kholm. 

The visitors were received liy tlio peoj)le witli marked coldness or indiffer- 
ence, and by the King and officials with formal politeness. Tlie Swedes pay 
they are indebted for the visit to the fact that the Russians wish to show they 
are masters of the Baltic. 

Russia is Sweden's chronic dislike. The loss of Finland has not been for- 
gotten nor forgiven. The Grand Duke is proud of his ship, the General Ad- 
miral, built by Mr. Webb, of New York; he declared at Copenhagen that she 
was " the best ship in the world." 

In the absence of Count Manderstrom, the minister of marine, Gonnt Platen, 
has discharged the duties of the Foreign Office. A note from Connt Mander- 
strom informs me that he has returned, and will this momiiig resume his post. 
Stockholin \9> exceedingly dull. The K.tng is passnig the season at the palace 
of Ulricksdalf. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. OAKPBELL. ^ 

Hod. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, 4<^t ^c,$ ^ 



Mr. Campbell to Mr, Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No. 26.] Leoatiu.x ok the United States, 

Stockholm, September 26, 1865. 

Sir: * * * * * * ♦ * 

I had the honor to receive conies of the prockmation by the President of the 
29th of Augnst last, removing all restrictions on trade with the States recently 

In insurrection, including; articles contraband of war, and in an interview had 
yesterday with Count Mandert'trom, placed one of the copies in hi.-* hands. He 
remarked that it was very {^ratifying to obr?ervc that order had becni restored in 
the United States, and full foreign and domed tic couim'^rcial relations re-estab- 
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lishedi and that Swedi^li iron and other articles of export could now go freely 
forward. He furth« r okscrvpd tliaf the distiubancosi in the United State? had 
been severely felt in Sweden by diininisliing the export of iron, and reducing 
the receipt of cotton, u» well m in the high prices of tobacco, ice, and ended 
by coiimttilating me upon the restoration of antboritj in and tbroush the na< 
tional domain. I assured Count Manderstrom that Americana valnea Swedish 
congratulutioiif, and that, in a very littli- time, my countrymen would furnish 
the markets of tlic world with cotton and tobacco, &c.|as they had done hereto- 
fore, and in increased quantities. • • • • ♦ 
I have the honor to oe your obedient Bervant. 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. William II. SnwAffn, 

Hccretarjf of iSUUe, ifc , !gc., i(c. 



Mr. HjunUr to J^. CamphelL 

No. 20.\ Department of State, 

Woikingim Oeiaber 17, 1865. 

Sir : Tour denpatch No. 26, of September 26, has been received. It is grat- 
ifytng to hear of the friend.^hip of Sweden and Norway for this government, as 
expressed by Comit i strom at your last interview. 
I am, sir, yuar obedient servant, 

\V . IIVS TEK, Acting Secrciar t/. 
Jambs H. Campbell, £sc[., SfCt S(c.t Stockholm. 



Mr. Campbell to Mr. Seward. 

No. 28.] Lboation op the United States, 

Stockholm, Norcmhcr 4, 18G5. 

F>IR : TTerewith I enclose a copy of the opening address of the King of Sweden 
and Norway, read to the Norwegian Sturihing at the recent meeting of tbat 
body, and which was transmitted to this legation by the Swedish Foreign Oilice, 
ioffcther with a tranelation of the same. 

No question of more than ordinary local interest is pending or will bo laid be- 
fore the Stnrtbing at pret<ent session, witli the exception of a military meas- 
ure intended to giv<' i!ie King more immediate control of the Norwegian troops, 
a pr(>{)«>.-<ition which, in my judgment, the careful and jealous Norwegians arc 
not prepared to adopt. 

Since the separation of Norway from Danish authority, the former has grnd- 
oally ajul «teadily increased in material prosperity. I/ist year the fi-lu ties 
yielded aljundnntly, and the export of lumber and cattle showed considerable 
improvements over fbnner years. I'he country gives manite.st evidence ol pro- 
gress in various directions, and under a system of government which allows 
great freedom to the Norwegian* its continued wdl-doing may be expected. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

JAMES U. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. William H. Skward, 

Secretary of State, 8fc., ^v., S(c, 



DiMCourtt of the King at the opening of tht tn^ltttntth Storthing of Nortcatf, 5tA October, ldi]o. 

[Translation. ] 

Sirs: In regrrettiug tbat circumatanoes do not permit me to asstflt in proion at the com- 
mencement of your Ittbon, I transmit to yon the exprea^n of my royal good will, and I wiah 
jou all prospen^ in ths aoeomplishment of your important work. 
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Doritif^ the epoch vrhich has passed rinoethe assembtiBe of tbelast orJiunn' Storthing, 
our industiy, nutwlthstandiiin^ partial reverws, has prospemfto such an e.\t< nt iLal the state 
revenues have flowed iibundantly into its coffiTS. Theextraorclinury oxpcnses for our sy^ti'iu 
offlelt'nce, caused last year by political circumstances, havotlin« been able to be met without 
creating any embarrassment in the administration of the finances. The projects communis 
eated hy me to the last ordinary Storthing on the satject of several qnesnom relating to » 
more siiti>fiic(ury or^rauization of the iiniiy, were only partially adoptid. After tlie dissolu- 
tion uf the Storthing, I announced my iittcntion of auhmittiug them to a further examina- 
tion. This work being finished, I aabmit to yon the projects baaed on lis resnlta. I rely 
tijxin ynir nili^rlitt nol love of country in nourishing the Impe that tlio Storthinjx, while the 
;.'< n, rul .-inuuion adniils uf a ailm and deep reHectitm, will arrive at a result >\ hit li I couttider 
lis Mnswc riiirr till- urgent necessity of a natitifactory military organisation. 

The debates which took place af tin- last ordinary Stui thiufj conci-riiiiif^ llic rrtorin of the 
judicial procedure in criminal matu is has slmwn that there exists a great dilVercuce of opin- 
ion, not only respecting the necessity of such a retorni, but also respecting^ the principles OH 
which it .should be based and the extension which should be given to it. U appeared to mo 
that all these opinions agreed in recognizing the fact that the time for placing in execution a 
thorough principal relorui has not yet anivi'd. Rut this should not prevent the n-forin of 
the.se iMJ&uowledeed partial defects of the mode of judicial procedure, and a legal project tcud- 
inp: to this end will he submitted to you. * 

A coniniission of Xorwefriaus and Sutdes has been formed to take into considi ratiou the 
amcliurations that could be introduced iuto the compact of union between the two kiuudouis. 
This commission commenced its labors in the s]m ing ot the present year, bnt several of its 

3 embers finding themselves unable to continne them, on account of tludr !;i^nrs as members 
the Storthing and of the Diet, the commission has bc«n obliged to adjourn during the 
Teunion of the national representatives, and cannot reassemble until a later period. Thedoc* 
lUnents relative to the foriiuUioti of this conmiissum will be connnn'iicatfd to you. 

Treaties of comuierco and navigation have been cuiicluded. with iiis Maji sty the Emperor 
of the fVendu The United Kingdoms have by these treaties acqnir(-d the same advatitages 
for commerce and navigation with France that that country had accorded by analogous 
treaties to other powers of Europe. In taking into considerati(m the importance of our com- 
mercial relations with France", and that of navigation between the two countries, I look at 
the reductions obtained by these treaties as being of essential worth, and I have learned with 
mnoere satisfaction of the favorable reception that this neasnre has met with in Norway. 
Concessions have been exacted from us ol the same kind as huv<> bt eii aroordrd to otlu-r 
powers who have concluded treaties with Franco. Several uf them ossuuiiug the coucuircnco 
of representation, Iho vaUdi^ of the tioaties has been submitted, in that which concerns Nor- 
wny, to the approval of the Storthing. The project nlatlve to this question will be sub- 
mitted to you. 

The exhibition of articles belonging to the industry of fishing, which took place during the 
course of the ftitiimer at Hcrg»Mi, and which is the first industrial international exhibition of 
Norway, has offered a satisfactory testimony of a tendency towards progress, and \\ ill aid to 
bring important and durable results fur one of our priucipal blanches of industry. The 
marked f^ood will of several powers and foreign nations in favor of this enterprise has estab* 
lished their claims to our gratitude. 

The Storthing will receive with satisfaction the communication of the happy increase of 
the royal hotise by the birth of a prince, with whom Providence has again pleased to biess 
the union of my well-loved tnother, his royal highness Prince Oscar, 

( ) 1 r lelatifms'with aU the foreign powen continue to be marked bj confidence and fiiend- 
shiu. 

In calling the blessing of the All Powerfiil upon your htbors, I renew to you, she, the aa- 

Snrance of my royal good will. 
Given at the palace of Stockholm, September 30, 1805. 

CHARLES. 

glBBERSr. 



Mr, Campbell to Mr. Seward, 

No. 31.] Legation of the Umted Statks, 

Stock/iohn, Norembcr 15, 1S65. 

Sir : I have the honor to enclose the addrens of his Swedish Majesty to the 
Diet upon the assembling of that body on tiie S4th ultimo, with a translation 
thereof. Herewith will also be found a pamphlet co]ty of a propt^fsition for the 
reform of tlio rcpresoutulion, whicli wan laid before the Swedish Diet of 18G3 
aud brought up tor action at the pretieut BCEsiou. 
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According to usage, this proposition must be discussed and accepted or re- 
jected witbont smeaioment at the pfesent Diet. 

The King, on the opening; of the I^islatire chambers, called the attention of 
the members of the asaemblj to this project of reform, and urged its adoption 
with (lir^tiiicfneri.s. 

The pro|)o^^itiun, embrucinp; n radiciil chani^e in the organizntion of the Swed- 
ish Diet, proposes to consolidate the four chambers of which the Diet is com* 
posed into two — s first chamber and a second chamber, the members of the 
first chamber to be elected by provincial at<sembiies and municipal authorities 
of the towns, for the period of nine years ; the second chamber to be composed 
of members elected for three j ear.s by county jurisdictions, wlicreof those pos- 
sessing^ a populatiou under forty thousand shall elect one member, aud those 
exceeding that number shall be districted by the King on the basis of one mem> 
ber to each fortj thousand inhabitants. 

These are the noticeable features of ilic project. It may readily be under- 
stood that 80 radical a change as the one conti inpiated in the organic law luis 

fiven rise to much discussion aud no little apprehension on the part of the public, 
t is urged by the friends of reform that the consolidation of the four cliambers 
into two is necessary to meet the requirements of progress which i1. present 
cumbersome machinery' retards, and that a privileged and nurm rous body, such 
as the present House of Nobles, looking more to the iuterc.-*t of their order, as 
well as to au obsolete past, than to necessary legislation, and drawing to their 
support the clergy on most questions of a vital natare, ^1 to meet the exigeu- 
cies of au industrial and practical age. On the other hand, it is said the House 
of Nobles acts as a check upon what is termed the radicalbm of the times, and 
is necessary under a monarchial form of government to the security of the throne 
itself. 

The next month will probably determine the fate of the proposed measure, 
which at present is involved in much doubt, although the prevailing opinion is 
ihat it will be defeated. A modification by way of compromise may be agreed 

to and submitted to an extraordinary Diet convoked for its con^^i(]eration. 

There is apprehension on tlic part of tlie public that, in the event of the failure 
of the contemplated reform, indignation may be followed by revolutiou; but this 
I think improbable. 

The government has presented the budget to the chambers for one year only, 
and not for three consecutive years, as has heretofore been the case. This de- 
pnrtun* from estJiblished rule may meet with opposition, as it is affirmed by 
many to be without precedent and unconstitutional. The explanation given by 
some of the finends of the government is, that they hope to carry the reform bill 
this session ; hence the inutility of a fbrther demand on the public purse at 
present. 

I shall take care to keep the department informed on the subject as further 
developments occur. • 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. CAMPBELL. 

Hon. William 11. Skward, 

Secretary of Siaie, Sfc„ ifc., * 



[Translation.] 

Disctfurse of the King at the opening of the Diit, October '21, lHfi5. 

Sirs: Grave interests and duties which impoHc a high rcHponsiUility call yon to tbis ses- 
gioo. May the All Powerful, whose divine protection we have* just implored in the temple, 
preside' over yotir works, and cuuso to issue fn m tlieuj tlic pood the country. Wo cannot 
bat recognize witli gratitude the bappiueiis, wit hout marked interruption, with whicli the roya 
hoBM andSwedUi people have been bloMed. The nnion of mj brother, the Prince of Dalear 
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lift, with tbe*pnnce8s of the noble houHoof Saxe-Ahenburf^, and the birth of i^jr nephew, the 
Duke of Nericia, form a hapny increuso of the royal fainily. 

In till' niiflst of disease aiiu often Hlanninfr phii^ts i.f iln' last five years wo have constantly 
been blesseU with the benetits of peace, aud uiy reltttious with all foreign powers coaaerve 
the character of friendship and confidence. 

Tlie |mb!ic i lithnsiasni which marki 1 i rli bratlon of tlio «f'iiii-rentennlal jubilee of tho 
iiiiiun of 8wbUen aud Norway, in echoing equally from both siden of the mountains, provaa 
that the ties which nnite the ]>(•<> pie- brothers tlf^hten more and more each day. 

The cdinniission of S\v(m1c.s and Norwegians TininiMl hy me to (IclilM-rate on the DWaU of ill* 
trodncing umclioratiuns iu tiu; itttnpact nf union lias cnnmienced its laliors. 

The first otyour duties will he to decide di-tinitely, after conscientious examination, on tbo 
adojition of my proposition for a reform "f flio national repri'>« n'ntinn. To ask an existinff 
representation to reni>unce its riplifH, in lull liberty of action and will, and to pive up to 
otliers the glorious task of being tlie niandaioties of tiu* country, is to have a great cosfidenoe 
in his patriotism. I have thus a high idea >•( that with which yon are animated in nunonnc- 
ing the hop*? that you will accept this pi< j\ct, iu the adoption of which I shall se*" a new 
guarantee of sociid progress. 

In consequence ot the decisions adopti^d bj the general states at their last reunion, the new 
penal code, the maritime code, and the law on bankruptcies hare received their ap])tication, 
(fjone into effect.) Iu tln' i tion tliat the inipiM'lant changes introduced slinii.taneon.--ly 
to this etiect should not be followed too rapidly by retoruis iu other priucipal brunches of our 
legislation which should l>e revised, I will only propose to yon during the present diet par^ 
tial amelioration of existing laws. 

I have concluded with his Majesty the Kmpcror of the French treaties of eoininercc and 
navigation, which, so far as they relate to Swuh n. will be submitted in tiieir entirety to yotur 
aj'proliation. These treaties have not only lili. r.ui il otir navigatiim from ditlerent chanires, 
but have also facilitated the sab' of several of our principal products. The concessions « Inch, 
at the instance ot other powers, we have made to France consist principally in a reductiim 
justly duo to the consumers the duties attached to certain mercliandisc, at the same time 
niaiutaining a tax upon them which ctirresponds to the just measure of protei-tion accorded 
to our national industries. By the treiities concluded in this regard with tVneign powers 
considerable reductions have l>een mode iu thu trausmitution of letters and telegrams abroad, 
and a new telegraphic cable between 8kona and the island of 1{ng(>n offers ns the certainty 
of not sei'ing oni schcs deprive*! by sudden clrcmnstaiuc- ot' rl 's i ; p : ;;.iit w.iy ofcommu- 
nicatiou with the continent. As the ualioaal repicscutatiou should meet auunaliy according 
to the terms of the pri'ject on which yon are called to dedde, the budget which I will submit 
to you only contains the cxiraordinarv exp' Jises for the year subsequent to those for whose 
wauts the lost diet has already provided. If the |)rovi>.iotis ou which this proposition rests 
should not be realised, I have stdl the means of bringing before the general states in an op- 
portune moment the necessary propositions for the t'tdlowing years. 

Although important reductions have been uiadu in the custom-house duties, and though 
the progress nnule in every sense by the country exact new allocati(ms, you will be satistied, 
by an examination of the calculations of the levennes of state, that they will amply suffioe to 
cover the necessary cx|K'nses. 

I have caused to be prepared complete plans for the organization of the army and the ma- 
line, calculated after tue measure of our re.^onrccs and the exigencies of our epoch, and I 
have approved of these plans in thmr principal parts. Your coucnneooe and also tiie alloca- 
tion-, resulting from the adoption of tnese plans are indispensable to thmr being put in exe- 
cution. 

In reposing on the views manifested by the general states, I have accorded to industry an 

almost illiinited liberty. The salutary iiifltu'iice that it will exerci'^e in the future can be 
judged of with more certaiuty as its iiuiugurati4iu has not been accompanied with any sud- 
den disturbance of existing relations. Liberal principles have eqmiliy received a more gen- 
eral application in other respects, for the tai iliri. s of distributing capital as uell as for the 
conditions of the circulatiou of uionep', and for the establishment of institutions of credit. 

Public instruction has been thu object of my incessaut solicitude. Tiii- woik of the t'uturc 
becomes greater every day in importance as well as in extent. The number of ptii»ils in the 
superior schools has been abnost doubled during these last years; ameliorations Iiave been 
introduced as nuich in the government of these schools as in the manner ol teaching. I have 
united my efforts to yours to realize more aud more the great idea of general primary instrno* 
tion. I nave at heart the desire of giving a solid and intelligent edncation to the population 
and to spr»'a<l llie-<e benelits to the ie-^s t.irtunate cl.i^si - 

Perfected institutions will equally furnish the best uicaus of development to the national 
industry, and will place it on a basis more just, and more conformable to the interests of 
society, which restrictive laws and a system of onerous protection would fail to acconipli^h. I 
couut with contidence ou your co-operation for the eucourageuient of our industries; and iu 
order to propagate the knowledge of their progress in all branches, I have decided that next 
summer a genera] exhibition of the products nf tlt>> arts and industry of Sweden, and of the 
ueigliboiiug countries, will bo opeued iu the capital. 

The obstructions wnioh arise at aU times Smm great distanees have been mofe and mm 
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OTprcomo hy ihc rrmltiplicd works which tend to facilitate in ovcry sonso commnnloafions 
between the ditl'erent parts of the coontnr. Oni railroada httve taken an extenaion which, 
wttXng the populatloa of Sweden and Ite finsBdal leaonroee, can be eompared to that wUeh 
biiii been executed in the richer and more populated cnuntn'es. After having effected the 
junction of the two seas, and having broufifht oorselves nearer to the ^eat European conti- 
nent, I think it will bewdl*to eoncentrate onr forces on the accompliahment of railroadi 
which arc destined to connect the capitals of the kvro united kingdoma, in Older to faring the 
people-brothers to each other. 

Cmlbnning to the tenor of the fondamontid ]»w, I deelare tho pnaentiMrion ogmaA, in 
iwii iliig' yun, aiss, of all my iqjal good wiU. 
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SWlTZEiiLAUD. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Fogg, 

No. 66.] Department of State, 

Wathingtun, Fdtmary 8, 1865* 

Sib ; Kr. Hitz, tbe eonsnl general of Switaserknd, b this eity, has tmin- 
mitted to thifl department a communicatioD firom the federal council relative to 
the proposed introduction of the Swi^s flag upon vessels navigating the high 
Boas, and has policitcd a favorable consideration of its contents. .Mr. iiitz has 
been informed that the subject would receive attention, and that the views of 
the department thereupon would be commauicated to you. 

In order that jou may fuUj understand the propoeition* I hereirith enclose a 
copy, in translation, of the paper submitted by Mr. Hitz. 

Of it;^ friendship for Switzerland, this government belicTes it has left nothing 
of doubt. 

The United States are now engaged in a seriona conflict with insurgents who, 
although they have neither ports nor coasts, are supplied by subjects of other 
powers, which powers recogniie the insurgents as a naval belligerent. The 
United States deny that this recognition is just* or that it finds mj wanaat in 

the law of nations. 

Moreover, the United States have for the present disallowed ship-building 
and armament here for foreign powers, becanee they need all the labor and akiU 
of the country for the equipment of their own navy. 

For these reasons yon will seek an early opportunity to inform the Swiss 
minister for foreij^n affairs that the present time in not dicnu d a Ikvorable one 
for considering the qucslion which iias been submitted by the federal council. 
, Ton will make this communication in a confidential manner, if the President 
should prefer to reodve it in this way, for the reason that this government, ani* 
mated by the hifrliest friend^liip for Switzerland, does not wish eveti to appear 
to be indiflvrent to a propo.^itiou that engages the attention of iSwit2erla,ad. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Gborob 6. FooG, Esq., ^v., Berne, 



Mr, Hit* to Mr, Stwrd, 

Consulate General of SwrrzERLAND, 

IV—ktMgtomt D, C, January 31, 1666. 

Sir: In compliRnce wifli tlicrrq^iost of tin- frflcrnl i-!miinTy of Switzerland, tliin cniD^nliito 
luo^t respeclfully trausniiLs lu ^uui Iioiut iIk* euclo!<t'<l comuiunictttion of the lionurublu leU- 
•rul cuuucil of iiwitzerlaud, relative to thtj proposed iutroductiou ot the Swiss flag upon ves* 
sel.s iiav igatiog tbe aevecal ooeans, and I would fun aolicit a fi^TOiable consideration of its 
contents. 

Wtfa aflsaiaooes of high esteem, reiy obediently, 

JOHN niTZ, 
CoMul Gcmral Sicitzcrland. 

Hon. Wir.i.r AM IT. Skward, 

Sccretarjf qf SiaU, tyoBhiugtoiif D. C, 
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The Federal CouneU to Mr. HUx, 
[Traiulatkm.'l 

BerxF, Derrmhrr 31, WM. 

In reference to petitions nrpsented by a great number of Swiss citizens, the federal council 
has been occupied with thi' cousiduration of the (question, whether 8wis.s eitizeu8, owners 
of ships, shoul'l not also bi' admitted to the lt<-ii» lit of carrying' the Swiss flag on thehijrh seas. 

Switzerland ii ati^uredlv ou equality with uuy other UHtiuu iu the ris^ht to use the free 
pa^iiage of the scat nadir her own name, and the circnmstance that she chies not border im- 
mediately on the seas cannot impair tbiH right. 

On the other hand, the federal conneil does not dissemble that, from the last olrcuinstance, 
•Ome difficulty may arise about the pruetioiil exercise of her right. 

In coQa«^ueuce the federal council, before maiune a definite decision on this matter, takes 
flie liber^ to inquire of the ipenmtil government of the United States whether it would be 
disposed to atlmit to its ports Swiss vessels expressly authorized by the foderal council to 
canrr the Swiss flag, ana to assure to them like legal position as to vessels of other nations, 
•s aiuo to accord to SwibS, ettabliahed in the respective states, authority to hnild Swiss vea« 
lels and to freipht them. 

The federal council can the better yield iusclf to the hope of a favorable answer, because 
the nentral fla^ of Switnerland mi^lit, accordiug to conjunctures, become advantagt>ous to 
all til'' sffitt'S or to gencrdl romnirrce. The federal council, moreover, would not In xitnto 
au instant in accepting all the oUligutiuns of iutematioual right which attach to that ot car- 
Ijing a ting. 

The ft'deral conncU has the honor to praaent to his exoellencj the astniances of its high 
Coosideratiou. 

In the name of the Swiss IMenl oonneil, 

Tk» Pniident of the ConfederatUm, 
DR. T. DUBS. 

TIks Ckameetter eftke Comfedemti^m, 
8CUKIS& 



Mr. Fogg to Mr. Seward. 

Ko. 76.] U*NITBD States Lecjation, 

Berne, Noi tminr 26, 1SG4. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith the enclosed copy of st uote from 
the federal council, inviting the adherence of the government of the United 
States to the eonyentum eondacled bjr the Utfteniational congress, at Geneva, 
Angoat 22, 1864, for the amelionitioii of the conditiun of eiek and woanded 
solders. 

By reforence to article 9 of the convention — a copy of which convention I 
transmitted to you iu my despatch of September 14, No. 70 — ^you will perceive 
that the protoeol was left open to enable those govemmenta not there repre- 
sented, or not represented by delegates empowerod to sign the convention* to 
become parties to the same thorenfter. 

As it is provifled in tlir; convention that the ratification should be exchanged 
at Berne, the federal couucil deem it their duty to extend the invitation here- 
with enclosed. 

I liad hoped to receive, ere this, an acknowledgment of my despatch above 

alluded to, with the views of the State Department iu relation to the convention. 
Thu? far 1 have received nothing indicating that the despatch, copies of the 
convention and other papers, have ever been received by you. Mr. Miller 
writes me that the package contaiuing them was forwaxvled by the steamer 
which left Liverpool on the 24th September. I cannot, therefore, suppose it 
fitilod to reach its destination, and can only explain to myself it3 failure to be 
aclcnowledged on th»* supposition of its having been rcj^orved for examination, 
and subsequently laid by and tbrgotten. It may readily be supposed that I 
would like to be enabled to give some sort of response to the question: *'Will 



Digitized by Google 



212 DIPLOMATIC COBEESPONDENCE. 

the United States accede to the oonvention?" A qnefftion of no little interes 
among tha people and in a conntiy the opinion and deci.sion of the gov- 

ernment of the United Sutes ara deemed of the veiy highest authoritjr and 

imporlAuce. 

Ah I indicated to you in my former despatch, I Lave in no manner committed 
the government, as. Indeed, I had no anthority to do, on this question. On the 

contrary, I have informally answered, when inquired of by the memhm of the 

f(!d( ral council, or by ray colleagues of the diplomatic corps, that it was very 
doubtful, by reason, if no other, of the present condition of our country, and of 
the impossibility of making the rebel authorities parties to the conveutiuu, or 
compelling tbem to respect its proyisions* 

Trusting soon to be in possession of jonr -news ui relation to this matter, 
.and of the intentions of the government thereon, 

I have the honor to be» with the highest respect, your obedient serv ant, 

GEORGE G. FOGG. 

Hon. WiLLiAjM H. Sbwaid, 

Secrgiarg ^ SlaJU qf(he VmUd State* of America, 



tTrauAlatiou.J 

Bf.RXE, Xoreniher 14, 18G4. 

In regard to article 9 of the conTer.tion concluded at Gtnevu, ou tbc ViJd ul' August, 1864, 
for tbv iuipruveuieut iu the condition of soldien wounded in armies iu the tield, the Swiss 
A^diTal council has the honor to invite the ^ovemmeut of the United States also to a^^eut to 
that (•onveutiou, for which ptirpose the orififuial draught ha.s been left ojk'U for the governments 
of nations that have uot v( t usseuted. 

As the maoagement of the affiiir has been intrusted by the congress to the Swiss federal 
conndl, the latter hopes to reoriTe an aflSrmatiw answer from the goTenmeiit of Iho United 
States, and willingly aeeeptH this occasion of ofliHriog to the mfaiiater vosldeutof the United 
Status the aasurancea of liigh consideration. 

DR. J. DUB8, 

Prttident of the Confederation. 
SCHIESS, C/uMctUor. 

Foo«, VniUd S(ate$ MinisUr Re$ident^ Benu, 



Mr, Fogg to Mr, Setvard, 
iJo. 78.] United States Legatio\, 

Berne, January 2, 1865. 

SiK : I have the honor to inform yon that* in conformity with the Swiss federal 
eonstitntion, which forbids that the same member of the federal council serve 

as president of the confederation two terms in succession, the national assem* 
Jbly, at its l.ite eesnion, made choice of Mr. Charles Schenk as president of the 
^nfederation, and of Mr. Martiu Kniisel as vice-president, for the year ensuing. 

Mr. Schenk served as vice-president during the past year, and Mr. Kniisel 
has been several times president^the last time in 1861. Yesterday the new 
president was inaugurated, and entered upon the duties of his office, remaining 
at the Palais Federal the greatest portion of the day to receive the New Year's 
greetings of the diplomatic corps, and such other officers or citiaens as saw £t to 
call on him. 

During my call the president expressed very earnestly and enthnsiastically 
fhe deep interest whicii himself, personally, and the great body ui the Swiss 
people feel in the contest going on in the United States. In common with the 
rest of Europe, Switzerland was suffering in her material iiitcrest.s by the hm^ 
continuance of the war. But she was not blind nor indifferent to the great i.«^^lu•a 
and principles InTolYcd in that war. Much as the struggle had cost iu men and 
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money* the United States and the world would be, in bis jndgmentp amply com- 
pensated, if the refulf shnnlrl ])o the exiiiiction of ^'l:n-<>ry. 

On parting, th<^ pn'-idcut deaired me to present his felicitations and those of 
the federal council to rrMideat Lincoln, on the result of the recent national 
election In the United States* and on the still mote reeent lesnlts of the Union 
military oporations in Georgia and Tennessee. He expressed the hope that the 
next N* w V< irVs r!,iy might See the people and States of America once more 
united, liappj, and free. • 

Joining heartily in this hope, and earnestly wisliing tlie president and yoiir- 
self a happy New Tear* I am, with the h^hest respect, your obedient servant* 

GEORGE G. FOGG: 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State <if the United Statee ^ America, 



Mr, Fogg to Mr, Seward, 

No. 82.] Lkuation of thk United Statks, 

Berne, March 4* 186ff. 

Sib : Tour despatch dated Fehmaxy 8* No. 66, In regard to the oommnnica^ - 
tion from the federal couneO* asking thefaTomble con.^ideration of the United 

State-* to the proposition to authorize vessels owned by Swiss citisons tO sail 
under the Swigs Hag upon the high seas, has been received. 

In accordance with your suggestion, I yesterday had an interview with the 
president of the confederation, in whioh f explained to him the difficulties in 
the way of onr government's considering that question at the present moment* 
when \\v are snflfcring from the recognition by other maritime powers of a belli- 
gerent flag, hailin<^ from no acccfirfible ports and owning allenrinnoe to no mari- 
time tribunals. I told the president* that for the United StateHt to now give 
their assent to the proposition of Switswland wonid he to abandon, in principle, 
the gronnds npon which we rest onr complaints against the conrse of Enghwd* 
France, and the other maritime powers who have conceded to the southern 
rebel? the righlB of naval belligerents, while such rebelf< wore not in a condition 
to observe* nor disposed to hold themselves amenable to any recognized code of 
international maritime law. The rebel cniisers had assumed the right to bum 
onr merchant Tessela upon the oeean whenever and wherever met with* npon 
the very ground which, in our opinion* made them pirates, and not belligerents^ 
that they had no ports into which to carr}' thf^ir prizes, and no prize courts to 
decide on the validity of their capture. Against this assumption by the rebels* 
and its practical recognition by several of the leading naval powers, the govern- 
ment of the United States had protested, and wonld contttine to protest* reserv- 
ing to itself the right to decide nereafter if it would not demand of tlu-sf powers 
satisfaction and reparation for Ioppcs to onr merchant n^ivy, wliirli oTily the un- 
friendly rcco^Miition of foreign governments and the active sympathies of the 
subjects of those governments could have enabled the rebel corsairs to intiict. « 

I added it was not impossible— perhaps not improbable— that* after the sne- 
cessfiil termination of our pre.s<>nt (Struggle* and tne settlement of the complica- 
tions growing- out of it, the United States might f^f-e fit to accept as law the new 
principles upon which the governments of England and France have acted 
towards us, and in that event the recognition of the Swiss flag upon the high 
seas, now asked of ns, wonld be conceded as a matter of conrse. 

In conclusion, I handed the pre(»ident a French translation of your despatch, 
which he read with evident satisfaction, thanking me for the explanations I 
had given him, and wishing me to express his warm thanks to yourself for the 
cordial and friendly sontlmeatd towards Switzerland contained in your despatch. 
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He saw plainly, lie said, the preseDt obstacles in the way of the TJnSted States 

taking immedinte favorable action on the propositioii submitted to them. But 
he hoped, siii did the whole Swiss people, that an onily day Avould hic those 
obstacles removed by the suppression of the rebellion and the re-efitahlii^liment 
of the Union. In this hope Bwitzerlaud could aHord to wait, recognizing that 
the perpetuation of our great republic was of more importance, even to Switzer^ 
land herself, than any formal recognition of her flag either on land or sea. 
.1 have the honor to be« with the highest lespectt your obedient servant. 

G£OKG£ G. FOGG. 

Hon. William II. Sbwaru, 

Secretary of SiaU of tht Umted Statet if America, 



Jfr. Fogg to Mr, Seward, 

No* 84.] Legation of tbb TJnitbd Statbs, 

Berne, Aprd 14, 1865. 

Sir : At the request of a large number of the persons interested, I foi*ward to 
you the enclosed letter from Professor J. Korouikolski to the President of the 
United States, in behalf of the Polish refugees now temporarily in Switzerland. 
The total number of these unfortunate men now witliin the limits of the Swiss 
Confederation is, I am told, about five hundred, moa^ young men, and in many 
cases belonging to the best families in Poland. Having been engaged in the 
late unfortunate insurrection, they are unable to return to their native land, and 
are deijiirons to go to America. 

Professor Koronikolski, whose letter I herewith forward, is the agent of these 
refugees, and is, I am assured, an honorable, patriotic and trustworthy man, and 
posseses the confidence of the federal council, who, as yon will see by^ copy of a 
note addressed to him, (marked A,) takes a warm interest in the aspiradona of 
till r'e iVIfs to reach America. 

(Jt cour^^e I have not felt at liberty to give any assurances of the government 
aid asked for in the enclosed k-Uer, but I have at^bured them of the warm sym- 
pathy both of our government and pn ^ile towards their brave and unfortunate 
nation. 

Enclosed I send you, marked B, a copy <^my note acknowledging receptioa 

of Professor K.'s letter to the IV-sident. 

With the highest respects, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE G. FOGG. 

Hon: William H. Seward, 

Secretary tf State ^ the United Statet qf America. 

A. 

The Federal Council to Mr. J, Koronikohki. 

[Trtiuslation.] 
The Swiss foderal council has rosolvod — 

]»t. To uutliorize the federal department of justice and police to give a contribntiOD Ot 
cue IiiukIm''] t'lHiu-s cnch tn <iu-h PoleH ns may desire to emigrate to the United States, pn>- 
y'nU'd iliHi tlu'v limi the other iiece.s,>ary means of trunsportatiun. 

•-^d. To instruc t the Swiss consul general at Washington to inform the crovennneut of the 
United States that a number of I'olish refugees intend to emigrate to the United States with 
tlie purpose of founding a new homo by the acuuisition of lauds, &,c., and that the federal 
council requests the Ann litaii gov tin meat tofiKalitote to these anfintmiBie men the execu- 
tion of their plan as far a« practicable. 

Oiven at Berne. April 10, 1666. 

The ChaTicellof of the 8irias Cenfedeiation, 8CBEI8S. 
Made out for oommtuiication to Mr. J. KoaomKOUnu. 
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B. 

Mr* Fogg to Mr, KoronikUiki, 

Uhited States Leoatiox, 

Jlfrne, April J 7, 

My Df.au Sir : Your letter addressed to the Presideut of the United States in hclialf of a 

Sortion uf your unforttinato OOtmtrjmeiD, Polish reftlgees now liudiug a temporary anylum in 
witze>rlaud, but wishing: to scrure a permanent home in AjDOiicat has been received, and will 
beforwurdnd to Wa.^hiugtou ut the earliest moment. 

"Withont being authorized to promise that all the prayers of your letter will be granted, I 
eaa aason you of the warm syaipathy of the goverument and people of the United Slates 
for tbe sufferings and miiffortnnes of the brave patriots of Poland. 

WiMbin<r you, my (]• iir sir. i'\ t i v >s>ili!<.- .siicchss in your laudable effiofta to ameliorate tbo 
condition of vour couatrymeu, X am, very truly, your obedi«ut servant. 

OEOBOE O. FOOO. 



BbbXB, AprU, 1866. 

Sir: Animated by the desire to procure for lus nnforkunato countrymen, the Poli.^h refu- 
gees, the best means of finding a new home, the undersigned, professor of gymnastics at 8t. 
Gall, Switzerland, has come to the conviction that l)y emigrating to the Utiited States tbey 
would best secure a new civil existence under the iir<>t<'< tion and luws of that country. 'Hie 
noble aspirations of the great republic are a pledge that its Presidout will not withhold troui 
diem his gencfons support. 

The Polish emigrants are scattered over a preat many European states, where thoy have 
met with the most sympathetic reception, but uo prosjx ct of securing any durable futurity. 
The only hope left to uem in Enrope would be to see the regeneration of their country — a 
hope which, we must say, to our great pain, has vanislied for a htuptimo too0Oie>> Wemaj 
therefore unhesitatingly 8ay that, at present, wu have no t'uture in Europe. 

Under these circumstances it is very natural that the Poles, like other political proscripts, 
should look towards America and seek to place t!H iH.><elves under thejirotectimi of the Union, 
which IS as!<uredly the last and most secun- nsyluui of the world, and in which they hope to 
become useful citizens under the star-spangled banner. 

Far from it to be the intention to solicit from the Union the assistance usually acc<Mrded to 
the indigent. On the contrary, it is our purpose to establish a Polish colony, nnder the 
au>!jjii»s, und, it possible, with the aid of our own resources — a i njdiiy wliidi, at the same 
time, would have the means of being nsefulto all its conntiymeu emigrating thither. 

Oor principal ])ur])OKe is to obtain asristance of the government at Washington In order 
tlint wr iLiiv find on its hospitalilf suil smne b.a.si.-i for ih.- roaU/.afion of onr i)rt)ji'Ct and for 
keeping together our countrymen by a common tie. licsidt^.s, we would wish that the gov- 
ernment wonld assign to ns, for cash, lands in some part of the country where an extension 
of the coJnny acoordin{» to its nect-isitics woiild be jjracticahle. 

We can, of course, not know to what extent our re(ine.Ht will he received by the govern* 
men t of the Union; considering, howi'vt r, the facility with which colonization is going ott 
in the Union, and in the conviction that the Union wiil receive the Polish proscript* as chwr- 
fully as other emigrants, and th«t wo will prove ouisolves to be citizens equally useful, we 
teke new courage in the cert^iinty of snocess. 

The undersigned takes the liberty respectfully and earnestly to entreat the American min- 
ister at Berne to forward this p*»tition to iiia excellency the President of tbe United States, 
accompanied by his recommendation. 

At the next meeting of Congress we, of course, reserve to ourselves to solicit the gratu- 
itous cession of lands which, accordinp^ to information given rw by Minister Pogg, might be 
granted to erni;;ratcd Anierican citizens. At tli<' same time we fltNire, at a later rx rioil, to 
come to an understanding with tbe American committee of emigration as to the alleviation 
of tlie coals of transportation, although we do not venture to express the hope of being trans> 
ported at the expense of the Union on board of its ves.-iels. It may be the case that the gov- 
ernment in its generosity will accord to na thatfkvor spontaneously, iu which case wc would 
aot eonsider it radiscreet to accept such favor from the hands of a great nation. 

Flaftorinfr ourselves in the hope of a favorable re^sponse, we cannot conclude withont ur- 
gently recomniendiug the unfortunate homeless Pi>li>h proscripts to your generosity and to. 
Hte symputh V of the onve and UlMral nation. 

■1 have the honor to he joar eseeUener*a moat obedieni servant, 

J. KOBONIKOLSKL- 

BIf Excellency Abraham Lincoln, 

FruUont lAs UuiUd St»U$ Amorif, 
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Mr. Fogg to Mr. Seward, 

No. 86.] Unitbo Statf.? I>RnATio>j, 

Bernr, April 18, 1865. 

Sir: The news of the capture of Richmond, which war< rtt<'i\ cd here by 
telegraph huit Saturdav, produced almost as much excitemeut aa the same newa 
mutt liave piodvced in the variotia cities and yilkgei of the United Statei. 
The enthneiaBm of the ^xople was nearly universal and quite irrepressible. 
Extras were insucd from the cifiices of the h-adinp; journals, and within an hour 
the news was placarded all over the city. The satisfaction could hardly have 
been exceeded had the news been that of a great Swiae instead of an American 
▼letoiy. 

The president of the confederatioii eame to congratulate me on the {^rcat 

event. Other memhers of the government and leading citizens came. Tele- 
graphic despatches came a little hiter from different and disUint parts of Swit- 
zerland, from clubs, associations, and from individuals personally unknown to 
me, giving intelligence of the general joy at an event deemed or the greatest 
importance to the cause of liberty and liberal progreea thronghont Emope. 

U]) to this date we have few details, and know little beyond the general fad 
of "three days' severe fighting" and the occupation of Richmond by Lnion 
troops. Of course we wait with great interest the news by the steamer which 
left r^ew York the 8tb, hoping to hear of the submission or dispersion of Lee's 
anny and a rabstantial doae of the war. The erent already annovneed is 
accepted in England and on the continent, equally bj the enmiee tnd firieads 
of the Amcriciin Union, as the end of the rebellion. 

The t^ame telegraph which brought the news of the fall of Richmond, fortn- 
nalcly tor the Huancial interests of Europe, brought hIho the report of a '* paciilc " 
speecul by younelf. For some cause not entirely easy to explain the idea had 
come to be almost universal among people, politicians, and journalists all over 
Europe, that tlie people and government of the Unitr d Stati having got a 
taste of war, had become so in hive with it, that as soon as* tliey iihoiild have 
finished their own civil war, they would inunediately pitch into England, a 
little later perhaps into France^ and wind up by being ready to fight all the rest 
of the world. 

Peojdc Imro in Europe, where armies arc composr-fl of trained soldiers, who 
are nothing but soldiers, cannot conceive what the United States can do with 
their immense military forces after the end of the present war, unless to employ 
them in a Ibrdni war. Hence the feyerish anxiety and gmetal expectation to 
which I have suloded above. 

The President's inaugural did something towards dispelling this " fearful 
looking for of judgment. " But I would have been glad to hear him declare 
himself more explicitly; and I am glad to believe that you have done so. 

Of all people in the world we shall, for a long time, have most need of peace' 
with all nations, and least to fbar from foreign aggression. With the immense 
exhibition of military and naval power we have made, we will be honored,- 
feared, and respected aa second to no nation on earth, and that without making 
any new demonstrations for one genoration at least. And this fact of our 
pacific iutcntious cauuot, in my judgment, bu too promptly and emphatically 
declared. ^ 

Begging von to excuse this suggestion and congratulating the President* 
yourself, and the country on the great triumph that lias been achieved» I have 
the honor to be, with the wannest e8teem» your obedient servant, 

GEORGE G. rOGG. 

Hon. WiLLUM H. .SBWAED. 

SeerekoTf ^ State <f tke Vkited Statet cf Jmeriea. 
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Mr, Fogg to Mr, Seward, 

Ko.86] XTnitbd Statss LBOATfOIf, . 

Borme^ April £4, 1865. 

Sir: By rcqnest of the writer and as an indication of the feelings and ex^ 

pectations produced by llie recont piiccofses of the Union armp, T send yon a 
copy of the Bund, containing an elaborate editorial written directly on the re- 
ceptioQ of the first news oi the capture of Richmond. 

The Band is the leading political joomal of Svitserland, and the semi-official 
organ of the Swise government, and ia largely the exponent of the liberal eenti- 
ment of southern Germany. 

Accompanying the Bund I send a translation of the article in queption, which, 
as YOU Will perceive, the editor wishes should be laid before the President. I 
wiu add that, in my judgment, the article doee not overesttmate . the resnlta 
likely to follow in Europe the re-establishment of the American Union, pnri* 
fied from the great evil which came so near destroying our national life. 

Congratulating you with ray whole heart ou the capitulation of General Lee 
and bis army, and the approaching return of peace, with liberty and uuiou. X 
have the honor to be, with the hhrhcBt respect, yonr obedient servant, 

GEORGE G. FOGG. 

Hod. Willtam H. Sbward. 

Secretary of State of the United State* of America, 



CTisaslatfc».3 

BaaitE, AfrU 28, 1865. 

Sir : As a token of sympathjr for the cause for whicb the Union haa foujfht and achitveJ 
with ao briiliaut success in the interest of dumocracy and humanity, the oudersigced takes 
Hm liberty to send yon the acoompanying article on the fall of lUebinood. Acooraingr to the 
conviction at whirh I liuve arrived from the voice of the Swiss ptSSS, that artiole it the ez* 
pre«aiou of the prtxluuiiuaut public sentiment uf Switzerland* 

May th« Union extend ber military triumph to a complete eivil regeneratfon of the Ualled 
Steteo and Ke<'uro republican freedom upon nrni ground forever. 

With the most distingaisiied cousideratiou, your obedient servant, 

F. QEVQEL, EdUor^the BwO, 

Hia ExceUency Andrew Johnson, 

President of the United States oj America* 

[Translation.— From the Bund of April 18.] 
The Fall of Richnumd, 

Kithmond has fallen, after three days' hUiody fighting and the n1tn<»sf conipU-te annihilation 
of Lma^'a army; under circumstauceti, therefore, which, in the muin point, are equal to the 
termination of the American war! This ia the news which Eaiiter aay has broii^lit us-^ 
bloody nev\>. hut grand and of the most au8j»ioious portent in the history of the world. 

Four years ii.ivD already elapsed since tne outbrealc of the war. vVhiU it began, there 
•tood Uie i«luvf empire full of arrogance and confidence. It possessed an alrt'ady formed 
army, nearly all the schooled officers having sworn allegiance to its star. Statesmen of reck- 
less •'nergy promised to lead it to victory. Upon its bauuer stood the motto of national inde- 
pendence and iV' I- tiiide, and it boldly denied, in Europe at least, that it was the hlavery of 
the black race fur which it had drawn the sword. All the miehty and rich men on its side, 
idl the monarebs and atistoemtfl, all tbe materia] intmsts of Bniope and their hoeta of de- 
pendi-nlri, syiiiputhizfd with it and made its nmse their own. To its side at first inclined the 
fortune of war and victoxy, and with it the admiration of all who worshipped success. For 
• whOe, indeed, H wemeo as if really the youu^ glorious repnblio on the other aide of the 
ocefin must crumble into dust iis a proof of the nnpracticabifity of popular fielf-government 
and see itself tramp U.-d upou by slave aristocrats, aud soon, like the Roman republic, by ab- 
ooltite Cscsars. 

Opjxi'^ite to it stood, rich in resources, but hesitating and undetermined, indisposed to war, 
and witliuut military orgauizution, the democratic govermueut uf free labor. Lusucccsstui 
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as it vrm nt first, tlio monarcirisls and mnterialisLs of Europe ili i i^lc-l it, ridiculed its people an 
slaves of the dollar, just as if the dollar wero not most almisrhty with the mockers themselves ; 
they laughed satirically at the pretended abolitlonHnn of the north t thcrf desfmd and hoped 
from tin- bottom of their hearts that it would stii-cnmb, fitul that every fiopo of uiaintnininp^ 
prjtriicH' n piiMican freedom would forever be destroved i'ur maukiud. Even in tuir country 
(Swit/r] !ani] ihetO weire plenty of delndtnl ]ieople who would not s»e that the can.se for which 
the Union fought was neither more nor less than the vital principle of their own existence. 

A.nd nevertheless there was a secret voice whieh whispered in all tlio>e hearts who love 
fireedon that the people of the north were stroiif^er than the slave-aristoerat^ of the south; 
and even when the wails of the defeats of Chickahoniiny, of Fredericksburg', and Cliicka- 
manga came across to ns, the final triumph of the north was nevertheless considered certain. 

Hi'W are matters standing now? Even in the worst epoch, when no military successes 
smiled ou the uorth, when no ahle commanders had yet appeared, the enemy were never able 
to enter the soil cf the Union without nnnishment. Mr. Lineohi, the head of the repttbltc* 

{)lain, but of thoroughly balanced niiua, remniiied firm. Even if he did not peiforni any bril- 
iant exploits, so much the surer did he adopt the right, and, in truth, the grander and more 
■ucoessnil policy, in whieh a genuine rppnblican statesman is always superior to over^wise 
diplomatic demagogues. He declared the black rac-e free, and the pei>pl«' of tlie north said 
amen. When the leaders in the south called, iu the agony of despair, tor arming the slaves, 
the slaveholilers' congress struggled against it even iu the last extremity, confessing openly 
that it was slaver)' for which the war had been waged. At the .same time it was in the north 
that the most significant right was conferred upou a black man, to plead as un attorney be- 
fore tlie highest courts of the nation. 

Tlie moral victory over the plague spot of slavery was followed at last by military success. 
Two years ago Vicksburg was conquered and the confederacy cut in two halves. There were 
two mvn who nebieved this great feat by which the tide of victory was turned, namely. Grant 
and Sbemnui. The same men are now* finishing the war. While Grant was approaching 
the rel>el ( apital nearer than any one ever liefore him, and holding with iron grasp the prin- 
cipal anny of the sotjth, Sheniiun, by his iiuireh fhrmigh tleni i^ia, cut the easteni half ot' the 
rebel States again in two halves, exposing thereby the iuteru&i iiunotency of the rebel league. 
And at last, alter Shemum had captured Charleston, the very cradle of the rebellion, and took 
hi.s way northward towards Grant, Grant, at the right moment, grasped the rebel capital, al- 
ready pressed from every side, and now crushed with one blow tiie organized power of the 
sonth. 

The war is at an eixL Even if Lee should escape from the hands of Grant and Sheridan 
and not run into the arms of Thomas, no more battles ou a great scale need be expected. No 
more southern armies e;(ist, hot only bodies of ftom twenty to thirty thonsand men, wUch, 
being without connexions between themselves, can, at the most, only carry o!i a gtierilla war. 
The probabilit}* is that the moral power of the victory will prevent even this, and that tbo 
south will see that nothing is left it but submission. 

' Since October lU, 1781, when Comwallis surrendered himself to tbo champions of liberty 
in North America, and by which event the existence of the Union was sealed, no day is moro 
memorable tlian (liut on which Richmoml fell. Eight yean had not elapsed after the i1 .v .if 
Yorktown when Europe witnessed the French revolution. As the victory of the Americau 
rapnblic called forth tnen In Enrope the greateet event which oar continent tuts witnessed 
since the reformation, so will the present victory of the American republic send the siirginp 
waves over to Eurone. W^o very much deceive oiirseh es if all the poteutates ol Europe have 
not felt a peculiar cnill at the fall of Richmond. The people, on the contrery, (eel in their 
hearts the exultation of beaming hopt-. 

Of all the nations, however, the .Swi.ss are the first to congratulate the ITuion on her vic- 
tory — they, the only old republicans of Etirone, stirrounded on all sides by uionarehies, imd 
trusting their future onlv in the future of the m niocratic spirit nf all the nations, Switzerland 
alone would be too weak to be the rock and champion ol republicanism. Across the ocean, 
however, there stands now a great, firm republic, powerful enough to cope with any enemy 
and to maintain her position on the page ofhistory . In the self-reliant newer with which she 
bas herself healed tne cancer on her heart ; in the fear which preventea evf«n the mightiest 
monarchies of Europe, notwitlistanding their most sincere desire, from troubling In-r eonva- 
lesceuce, we draw the assurance of safety and the pledge that our republic will also not perish, 
bnt may, perhaps, at some fntnre day, even take deeper root in Enrope.* 

May the Union, noble and magnanimous towards the sneoumbed. but firm as a vock in 
her oriuciples, follow up her victory, aud as a fruit of it re-establish her uatiousl life, tfaoiw 
duroly healed from the fbrmer evil, in order that it may becoine and alirays remain true that 
**Tbe cause of democnioy and fineedoni miist tiiampbr' 
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Mr* Fogg to Mr. Munter. 

No. S7.] United States Legatioiv, 

Berne, May 3, 1865. 

Sir : Yoar de.opatc1i of April 17> apprising me of the assassiiiation of Presi* 

dent Lincoln, is ja?^t reoetved. The shocking intelligence has already been 
fi;it»hed by It It g^raphall over Europe several days earlier, as bad also the scarcely 
leps a!*t<)uiKlin;j: news of the probably fatal attempt upott the lives of Secretary 
and Assistant Secretary Seward. 

No words can eonvey any sort of idea of the excitement prodnced among all 
dasaeS" rulera and peoole— on this tide of the Atlantic. At first no one was 
willing to believe it. 1 be news was too terrible for belief. But soon a des^patch 
from Mr. Adams, in London, put an etui to all doubts. The deed, terrible as it 
was, had been done, and the foremost man of all the world in the hearts of mil- 
lions on both sides of the Atlantic lay stretched in death by the dastardly hand 
of an assassin. 

The millions in America who loved Mr. Lincoln as a father, and revered him 
as the parent and greatest of patriotic statesmen, could scarc< ly b.ive mourned 
him more proiouudly than did the masses in Europe. Ec^pecially dear was he 
to the citizens of this little republic of Switzerland, where, from the beginning 
of our great struggle, his ftrm, true hand has ever been upheld by the warm sym- 
pathies and prayers of a free and gallant people, who bad themselves not Jong 
sincp boon called to strangle a somowhat similar, though far less itti^nitOQB and 
san;^uinary conspiracy against their nation's life. 

You will have seen how all Europe is moved. I am able to do nothing but 
receive visits and letters of condolence from dtisens, foreign ministers, and the 
members of die govomment. These last— sonm of thmn at least— I will send 
yon with my next deppatch. 

( M niy own pe*8onal grief over this great calamity, this is, perhaps, not the 
place to speak, bi 1 1 cannot forbear. Few men out of bis own iamily and neigh- 
borhood were so cireomstanoed as to know Mr. Lincoln better than myself np 
to the time of my leaving for my present pos«. He was kind to me, and I 
loved him as a father. I mourn him now as my dearest earthly friend. 

I pray God that the blow of the asf>a.«?iu may not have proved fatal to Mr. 
Seward and his son. Asking you to express to them, if livuig, my most pro- 
found and heartfelt sympathy in tibeur and onr country's great sufiering. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

GEORGE G. FOGG. 

Hon. W. TTrNTP.R, 

Acting iSecretary of Stale of Uie United State* of America. 



Mr. Fogg to Mr, Hunter, 

No. 88.] XJmiticd Statbs LEr.ATio\, 

Berne, May 4, 1865. 

Sir: T hr-rewith transmit, in copy and translation, the enclosed letter of con- 
dolence from the federal council on recei\'ing intelligence of the assassination 
oi I^resident Lincoln and of the attempt upon the lii'e of Mr. Seward. 

Letters of a similar tenor are being pr(; pared and forwarded tome from iMarly 
all the cantonal governments and fron) the citizens of every portion of Switser- 
land. The mourning and regret for the death of our President are universal 
from the old men to the boys in the Pcbools, I am convinced that no other man 
in any part of the world held such a place in so many millioua of hearts. 
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Later J will forward to the State Department copies or the origimils of the 
addr('88('.'^ now coming into the legation from the c«atoa8» citieSi aud commuaes, 
near and remote, of Switzerland. 
I Herewith append also • copj of my note to the federal ooonei] in acknewl- 
. edgment of theirs. 

With the highest respect, Toar obedient servant, 

GliOKGE G. FOGG. 

llou. William Hunter, 

Acting SecrOart/ of State of the United Statet of America. 



[TkuuIatiiNi.] 

Berhb, if/ml 98, 1866. 

Tho fetleml conncil Imve been apprised by the public pitpors of the horrible crime, the vio- 
tinis of which are two of the most worthy and moat noble citizeus and statesmen of ttie United 
States. One cry of horror and indifrnation at this aet, iiispi red by the most bmtal passion and 
the most hiiiKius fanaticism, has resounded through fli«' r)\iIi/»Ml woild, and particu- 

liirly tliruugh Switzerland, a country whose analogous institutiuua unite it so closolj with 
its great sister repablie. 

The fe<leral council hasten to address their most sincere condolence to the honorable min- 
ister resident of the United States in Switzerland, by cxuressinfl; to him their profound grief 
over thin shockinp^ event, niui tlio strong sympathy wbion Uiey reel at this great calamity. 

Fret' Switzerland, with simiUir institutionH, will not cea^e to devote all Tier ^ympntliies to 
frcu Auieiieii iuid to her tendencies, iuapireU by truth and humanity — synipatiiies deiiving 
new strength from this catastrophy. 

The federal council cannot conclude without exprcsftiog the consoling hope that the new 
Union, reconstituted under the ansptces of fraternity and reconciliation, will follow with in« 
created energy the path which Providence h&s traced out for her, and erect bsfoie the 0;^ee of 
the world the most sublime monament to the glory of the illiutriooa victim. 

With them senthnents, the federal eonndlliave the honor to lenew to Mr. Fogg the es- 

fnrance of their high cinHiderntion. 
In the uauie of tho loderai council. 

The prerfdent of the confiadeietion, J. 8CHENK. 
The chancellor of the oonfedention* SCHIESS. 



Lbgatiom of THfi United States of America, 

BeriM. Jf«f e, 1865. 

The undersigned, mliiNter resident of tho United States of America in Switzerland, takes 
the earliest opportuuitT, ailer a return from a abort journey, to acknowledge the receipt of 
the note of their expelfeneies of the high fuderal conncil, expressing their horror of the fearful 
act which has deprive<l lii.s countiyof its giest and wise cliiof, and plunged a whole great 
people in the profuuudest gnrief. 

This note will he forwanled wlKhont delay to Washington, where, if anything can allsTiate 
the grcfit national horeavenient, it is the universal manifestation of regret with which all 
Kurope, and ei<pecially Switzerland, share the grief of the American people, and mourn the 
great and good man, so suddenly straek down in the midst of his labon for the glory and 
regeneration of his country. 

Among tho incidents of his residence in Switzerlaud the undersigned wi!! ilw ays remember, 
with the liveliest satiflfaction, that in all the long struggle which, (inriti^^ tour years, has de- 
veloped the great nualities of President Lincoln, now recognized and honored by the whole 
world, the sympathies of Switzerland have never fiiiled to bo on the side of the govern- 
ment of the United States. 

If other governments have sympathised with n rebellion against popular institutions and 
in fiivor of despotism, the government and i)e<jple of the Helvetic republic have never wavered 
in their friendship towm ds a ■^'it nt sister reiiuhlic .lud in lidi lity to their own ancient traditions. 

For this new testimony of friendship ana warm wishes for the reconstitution of the American 
Union, expressed hy the high federal oonnefU as well as for thsir sympathy in a great 
national grief, -.hr utid> r-;igned tenders to their exceilendfls Us Sincere thanks. 
With the highest esteem and consideration, 

aE0&6EQ.F00G. 
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Mr, Hunter to Mr. Fogg. 

No. 69] Dbpartmknt of State, 

Washington, May 6, 1SC5. 

8lB : Your d^atcb, No. 84, of the 14tli, and No. 85, of the 18tb ultimo, have 
been reedved. The Bobjeet to which that of the earlier date refers, namely, die 
propoiied iminignition hither of certain Poliith lelhgees now in Switzerland* 
will receive proper attention. It has already been referred for consideration to 
the Secretary of the Interior. 

1 au, sir, your obedient servant, ' 

W. HXTNTEB, 
Aeiing SeertUuy. 

OioBOB G. Fooo, Es^H 4^* Berne, 



Mr. Fogg to Mr. Hunter, 

m 

Ko. 91.] * United States LEGATroN, 

Berne, May 30, 1865w 

Sir ; Tonr eureolar, dated May 16, enclosing two printed copies of the Presi- 
dent's proclamation of the 10th instant, relative to insurgent cmiserSi is received, 
and, agreeably to yonr direction, I tlii:^ morning waited npon the president of 
the coufcderatiou and placed one of »aiJ copies in his hands. 

The president remarked that be bad already peruaed a German translation 
of the proclamation, and that he thought it timely and jnst. If there was ever 
a jostittcation for conceding maritime belligerent rights to the rebels, there could 
n^xix to be now no exense fas continuing such eoneession by any neutral or 
friendly power. 

The preaideut expressed himself enthusiastically, as be always does, in relation 
to the future of our great, free republic, which, with slavery destroyed, would 
leaTe no stain npon her escutcheon, at which the friends of liberty and popular 
institotions in other lands would be compelled to blush. He also asked particU' 
larly after the f^tnte of Mr. Seward's health, and in reply to my assurance of his 
steadily improving condition, he wished me to express to Mr. Seward the pro- 
found w^ishes of the entire government and people of Switzerland for his speedy 
and complete leoovery, and to felicitate him, aa also President Johnson, upon 
the end of the war and the near approach of a re-established Union, baaed on 
political equality and universal liberty. 

With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE G. FOGG. 

Hon. WiLUAM HtTNTBK, 

Acting Secretory rfStaie the XMed Staiet ^ Ameriea, 



Mr,- Fogg to Mr, Hunter, 

No. 93.] United States Legation, 

Beme, June SO, 1865. 

SiB : I have the honor to forward herewith to the State Department, by the 
hand of Henry A. Smythe, esquire, of New York, appointed bearer of des* 
tttehes to Washington, two bound volumes, containing over 300 original ad- 

arei»«o8 of congratulation, sympathy, and condolence, from the various cantonal 
govcniments, mnnicipalities, communes, associations, schooln, and leading citi- 
zeuB of Switzcrkud, expressive of the universal joy occasioned by tbu triumph* 
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ant suppression of the rebellion in the United States ; the destmction of slavery, 
and the re-efitabliahmeDt of the American Union, and of the qnite as vniTenal 
Borrow over tbe aMUUMinatioa of the late President Lincoln, the events of whose 
life, and the moment and manner of whose death, will enshrine lum in. thd 
Pantljcon of history as tli*' most illustrious elinractcr of modern timns. 

The volumes contain official addresses from the governments ot" twenty-one 
cantons, (all ^>ave one, Fribourg,) something more than 20,000 original auto- 
graphs, compri;>iMg all the members of the federal eouneil, members of the 
cantonal govcrnmeiit* magistrates* clergymen, and military officers. 

In truth, they comprise the agfjregate and congregnte voice of all Switzt»rland, 
whose heart, hopes, and prayers, liave been wiih our government in all the long, 
and bloody, and sometimes apparently doubtt ui struggle, through which we have 
passed. 

As these various addresses have been sent or brought to me by delegations 
or committees I have beeti obliged to make many brief speeches and write many 
letters, returning tlmnkH in behalf of the government and people of Uie United 
States fur a sympathy as sincere and deep as it was universal. 

Tnisiinethat these addresses and memorials will be sacredly ])reseryedin the 
archives of the State Department as evidence of the solidaritj' of t^eutiment^ and 
asjj^rations between tbe people of Switzerland and those of the United StateSt 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

GEORGE G.FOGG. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State 0/* tke Vnited Statet tff America, 

(For the accompaniments see Appendix* separate Tolune.) 



JUr. Seward to Mr. Marrvtgttm* 

No. 2.] Dbpartmbn^ op State* 

WiukiMgton, My 25, 1865. 

Sir : In presenting your letter of eredenee to his excellent the President of 

the Sw iss confederation, it will be proj>or for you, while a^!sunng liim of the 
friendly sentiments of the government and j)eople of tliit» ( )initi v. to 8tate tliat 
the United ^^tates, during their receut struggle fur uniU' and lor the supremacy 
of iheir national government, have* among other adverse infinenees, had to 
contend with a disposition* at least on the part of some foreign powers, to inter- 
fere in the conte>'t. In M|>pof<ing tliis dit*poffitiou they li.ivi* not bet'n unmindful 
that the integrity of the fSwiss government was under similar circum^>t•ulc■l ;^ ex- 
ternally threatened; but the Swiss nation, by prudence and firmness, success- 
fully averted the danger. The recollection of that successfol achievement of 
Swiss wisdom and virtue had no small effect in cheering as and enabling ns to 
persevere in the same course. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Gborgb Habbtnoton, Esq., ^r., Beme, 



Mr. Fogg to Mr. Seward. 

No. 102.1 U.NITED States Legation, 

Heme, October 16, 1865. 
Sib : I have the honor to mform you that my snccessor, Mr. Harrington, 
reached Beme last Friday, the 13th instant. The same day I called upon the 
president of the confederation to ask as early a day as convenient for the re- 



Digitized by Google 



DIPLOlCiLTIO COBBESFONBENCB. 



» 

228 



eeption of the new minister. The president named Monday, the 1 6th inataa^ 
at noon, as the day and hour. AccDrdittply, precisely at noon to-day I accom- 
panied Mr. Harrington to the executive chamber in the Palais Federal, where 
we were received by the president and the chancellor of the confederation. 

On presenting my letter of recall I addressed some brief remarks to the pres- 
ident* agreeably to the general tenor of your instructions. I send yon herewith 
co|)ifH of mv nflf1ro3S to the president and of the president's response. I altso 
send, by pernii^bioa of Mr. Uarriugtou, copies ot his remarks and of the presi- 
dent's rei«ponse. 

Ab the train is waiting wfaleh takes me to Paris on my way home, yon wHI 
please excuse the brevity of this despateh. 
Your obedient serTant* 

GEOXLGE G. 1 OGG. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State of the United Statee ^ Ameriea, 



Mr, F^g*$ adirut to PruiinU SdktidL 

Mr. Presiijcnt : I have the honor to present to yonr esoelle&qr ihe enclosed letter from 
Mr. SewHrd, Secretary of State of the United Slates, advising you of my proposed retirement 
from the mission with which I have been honon^ for several yearn near the fifovenunent ol the 
Swiss Confederation In p«'rforiniiijj this duty it pivi-s nu- pU-iisuro to iissiiro your excellency, as 
I am instractod to do, of the friendly seutiiueuta of the Preaideut of the United States towards 
the government and people of Switzerland, and of bis determinatioii to loienoopportunitj to 
improve and strviig^theu the relations of sytn|mtliy uii.1 piud will so long: and h.<> iiuj'pi!y Mib- 
siatiufi; between the two countries. I should do injustice to mv own feelings, Mr. i'rt»»ideat, 
if I dra not. in tbla Iioar of parting, say something more. When I entered upon my mission 
here, my coiniti y was just eutiTiiipr upon the niDst ffai*ful crisis that can try a nation — a 
civil war — in which two diverse aud hostile civilizations are contending for the mastery, and 
wliere, the sword once drawn, the one combatant or the odier nrast perish. I need liot tell 
you that this great crisis is happily passed, the cr^vernment and republican institutions of the 
Uuited States, emerging from their baptism of blood, stronger than ever. Slavery, our great 
national reproach, has perished in the coudict it provoked ; and hencetorib no incubus 
remains to cripple the intiuencc or stay the adifancement of liberal principles and popular 
government u|>un the American continent. 

Many new and important questions will undoubtedly arise out of the armed conflict which 
has just dosed, and whAe solution will tax the wisdom of the wisest. Ot their peaceable 
soladou, however, in seoordance with the demands of reason and justiee, I have no douirt. 

Mr. Firettident, I have allude<l to this >ulijtH t because I know bow profound is the interest 
wideh the republicans of Switzerland Icel in rei^ard to all that concerns their great sister 
repnblie on the other side of the Atlantic I shaU never forget the firiendly sympathies with 
•which our long struggle with rcbollion was watched, and the jnyful enthu^iiism with which 
the trituupb of the government was hailed in every p«>rtiun of the Swiss Cuufederutiou. Still 
less can 1 forget the nnlvenal espression of indignation and moominfif whieh t oil u wed the 
assrissinafion of our great and generous President, whose fidelity, wisdom, mid ni«xleratioa 
hud been so conspicuous as, even in a bloody war, to extort the adiniration ol the world. 

Mr. President, I bid yon, and through you, all your colleagues of the federal council, fare- 
well. I return to my country to find ii !nore Imjipy ihun win ri I lift it, 1 shall carry with 
roe precious memories of your tree aud beuutiiuiiaud, and ol j our people, wiiose iudepeudeuce 
and liberties maj God pressrve* 



FretitUtU Schenk's rtsponse to Jfr. Fogg, 
[Translation.] 

^riMsTnR: By the letter vdu Imve just now commTinii'atod to us, wo Imvc leanied 
thai yuu are going to leave our country, and to retire from lii.- iiiisi.>iou w ith which you were 
charged by your government near the Confederation during lute years. 

During this time the eyes of the Swiss people and of the whok^ world were fixed almost 
exclusively on the gn-at events of your couutiy. We saw— not spring into existence, for it 
existed and wa« in preparation through a decade of years — but burst into action, the rebellion, 
which tended to nothing lees than to tear asunder the glorious Union of North America. We 
law it aoddenly plimg<^ into a war, which became from ^ear to year more vast and more 
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form'idablo. We fftiw the star-spangltKl hnnncr of the reprihltc snrronnded by enemies and hy 
daugers; but w« saw hIso that it was proieclt'd by a lnjruic nation, and that the greater the 
duiker, and nmhiplied force of eufmies, the mor*- did strength, unity, confidence, and patriot- 
ism increase. During this lime, tlu' S^viss people — I diiro will aver it — sliurcd with you, Mr. 
Miuiuter, in the sorrow, indignation, fwins, hopes, trust, and, at Ia.st, also in the joy, when 
humanity triumphed over slavery, and the republic over ita enemies within and without. 
The .S>vi.Hs p4>oplu felt onh' too we'll that the fate of the great republic involved also a portion • 
of their own dehtiuies. That period will remain inscribed with all those emotions on onr 
memories, and we cannot remember them without calling to mind at the same time tin- worthy 
repreaentative of the United States who has become so united in feeling with and so dear 
to US. 

Carrv with ynti. Mr. Minister, onr thanks for the assurances of pood will yon liave been 
pleased in the name of your i(ovemment to renew to ua, and please to say to your govern* 
mnnl buw happ v we an to witness tim oontinuanee and the strengthening of tbe lelationf of 
sjmpiitfaj whicn so happilj- exist between the two lepabliean natunie. 



Mr, B»rriiigt9n*i adinn to Pnridtni SAenJU 

Mr. President: In presenting to yonr excellency my letter of credence as minister resi- 
dent of the United States near the Swiss Confederation, I am instructed by the Secretary of 
Btate to assure you of the friendly sentiments entertained by the govenunent and people of 
the United States towards the Swiss Confederation. 

I am further authoriKed to say that the United States in their recent struggle for unity and 
for the supremacy of the national government, have, among other adverse iuliuences, had to 
eontend with a disposition, at least on the part of some foreign powers, to interfere In the 
c^'iiK St. In opposing this disposition they mive not been unnundtul thuf the integrity of tho 
Swiss ConfedtTatiou was under similar circumstances externally threatened, but the Swiss 
nation, by pnidenee and firmness, snocessfuUy averted the danger. Tberecolleetion of that 
SUCcesNfuI aehievement of Swiss wisdom and virtue had UO Sauul effact In eheoring OS Mkd 
enabling us to pc iseven- in the same course. 

It will be my jdeasure, Mr. Pretiident, as well as my duty, to pveeeiTe, and, if possible, to 
atiengthen die fiiendljr relations so ha{»pi^ existing lieiween the two s^ublics* 



Pnndtmt Bcktmh^t rsqwiiiv to Mr, BmrrmglMi* 
tTranslation. ] f 

On receiving the communication which you have just made to me, I must at once express 
our irreat satisfiietloo that the fforemment of the United States has not allowed any interral 

in the representation in Switzerland. We see therein, with great pleasure, proof positive of 
the iutere.st it fe^ls for the SwiM people and government, of which we are happy now to 
rteeive new assurances. We also attach great importance to the eonUnuanee of this friend- 
ship, and will not forget on our part to do all tlmt liepeuds on us to keep up and add to the 
friendly relations whieU exist between the two countries. You have idetiaed to tell us that 
in tho recent contest the government and people remranber tbe partially analogous position 
in which Switzerland was placed some years ago, when a part of the cantons took arms 
afifainst the confederation, and foreign powers menaced us with their interference. You 
remark that the people of the United State* found encouragement in the recollection of tho 
oourae which in tiiat condition had been followed by the confederation, and the success which 
bad crowned that course. Allow me to re|>ly, Mr. ^nistcr, that the encouragement which 
the United States may have found in onr recent histmy is Imt little in comparison with the 
iresh impulse and additional strength which our thoughts and our republican convictions 
have drawn out from your magnihoent histoiy of raeent years. When after the tcvrfble 
ossns'iiiiation of President Lincoln, liai>pening at a most critical moment, the repnidic, with- 
out being shaken for an iitstant, continued its course with a sure and drm step, that was for 
us, as for you, a triumph of repuUican institutions, and poweiAil strengthening of aU hewts 
in the love of those institutions. 

Accent, Mr. Minister, the assurance of our deep sympathy in the happiness of your country, 
for the President and hia government who have sent you to OS, and be convinced that wo 
Will endeavor to facilitate, as much as will depend on us, the nccwnplishment of the missioa 
with which you are charged. 
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Mr. Seward to Mr. Harrington, 

No. 3.) Dbpabtmf.nt of State, 

IVashingtan, Noveinhcr 1, 18G5. 

Sir : On the 20tb of June last jonr predeceaaor, Mr. Fogg, transmitted to this 
defMuiment a deepatch, No. 93, wb!cli was aecompanied by two laige folio 
Tolomee. The contents were in mannscript. 'IMit sc c-onststca of addrefteee and 

other communications from the government of Switzerland, the povcrnmeuts of 
its several cantonf«, the iminicipnli'ict* and corporations and tlie citizens* of 
Switzerland, to the government and people of the United States. All of these 
had been elleited by some one or more or tbe great events which occurred in this 
country on or about the middle of April last, namely, the rarrender of the inanr- 
xectionary armies, the realization of the abolition of slavery, the clo-^e of our 
civil war, tlie assagsination of the late President, Abraham Lincoln, with com- 
bined conHpiracies and assaalta against the Vicc-Presideut and other persons 
connected with the eovemmentt Uie fnangorationof the present Chief Magistrate, 
and tbe auspicious beginning of his administration. 

These papers were from lirte lo time delivered to and acknowledged by ^Ir. 
Fog^, and on their beinj^ received at this d» parfrnent they were immediately 
laid before the President of the United States, by whom they were rend with 
feelings of profound and afifectionate gratitude to the government and pe<jple of 
Switserland. He remarked with especial satufkction the nnanimi^ of that peo- 
ple, tbe benevolent and fraternal character of their sympathies with the govern- 
merit nn<l people of tlie United States, and the hopefulness of their sentiments 
concerning the prosperity and advancement of the free institutions of sell-gov- 
emment. He was deeply affected also by the generosity of their tributes which 
the precious volumes contained to the memory of his predecessor, who had g^ven 
up bis life a sacrifice for the principles of this government, now so intimately 
connected with the great canse of humanity throughout the world. 

It was the PresiHent's direction that the papers should be depo.^itod as a per- 
petual memorial in the archives of the government, and that the sentiments they 
contained should be communicated in due season to the Congress of the United 
States. It was further his direction that an acknowledgment of the precious 
tributes should jxomptly nvulc. It devolves upon this department to exe- 
cute tins last direetun. ( ;i.-vi;ilti< s which occurred early in the year arrested 
the efficiency of the deuartuient, and caused the delay which I have now to ex- 
cuse. You will read this despatch to the minister of foreign affairs of tbe re- 
public of Switsserland, and give him a copy of it, if he will consent to receive the 
same and you will at the same time int'orm tlu; minister that it will be deemed 
a favor if you shall be permitted to j)n»niul<;atc the despatch, and thus to make 
known in the most effectual way possible the grateful sentiments which have 
been awakened in the government and ])eopIe of the United States towards the 
government and people of Switzerlan l. l>y the manifestations they have thus 
given us of their sympathies and friendship. 

I subjoin a list of the addresses and other papers received from ^ff. Fogg, 
and venture to ask that it may be published together with this despatch, with a 
desire that tbe various parties therein named will be pleased to regard that pub- 
lication as an acknowledgment made to themselves. It is confessed tiiat in 
adopting this summary form of acknowledgment, 1 am unable to give full and 
dif'criminate expression of the sentiment of the United States ; but proceedings 
on the part of the government of Switzerland vary so much, and so generously, 
jfrom customary forms of national intercourse, that I have not been able to brine 
my response to them within any measure of acluiowledgments heretofore adopted 
in international correspondence. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

Gborgb Harbinqton, Es^., Sfc., !fc., Berne. 
15 o c * ♦ ' 
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JUr. Seward io Mr, MarriHgioi^ 

No. 3.] Dbpa rt.m bnt of Statb, 

Washington, Xovemher 17, 1865. 

Sir : ^^r. Fop^g's dcppatcb l)(\aring date October IG, and nnmbered 102, 
hns been received. It givea an account of tbo ceremonit-s wbich occurred oq 
taking his leave, and jour presentatioQ of your credentials to the President of 
Bwit^riand. The naxaOxve is yery intereeting. Mr* Fogg's speech was proper 
in all respects, and your own was in accordance with instructions. The Presi- 
dent's replies to Mr. Fog^' and yourself have givon sspedal satisimBlion to the 
President of tbe United States. 

Congratulating you upon so auspicious a beginning of yon mission^ I have the 
honor to he, sir, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Gbobgb Habunoton» Esq., ^» Bam, 
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Mr, Pruyn to Mr, Seward* 

Ko. G9.] IiB04TiON OP THB TTnitrd States in Japan, 

Kanagatpat Decemher 6, 1864. 

?]R : As you have been already advised by telegram of the 29th ultimo, via 
San Franciaco, Major George Walter Baldwin and Lieutenant Robert N. Bird, 
officers of the 2d battalion, 20 th regimeut of British army, statioucd at this 
place, were mnxdered on the Slst ultimo, by two yaknnins, whue in citizen'^ dress, 
nesr Kamakum, within the treaty limits. The murder was witnessed by several 
unarmed Japanese, who were labodag at a short distance J&»tp the plioeb and 
the af«!»HK.'*iii8 immediately fled. 

Intelligence of this sud event was commuuicated to the foreign representation 
about midnight of that da^, and it was stated one of the officers was still alive ; 
but when the British o£Eicials and esoort anived at the place, about 3 a. m. the 
next day, both officers were found dead and the bodies placed on mats in the 
public highway, with a rongli pIhhI over them and fearfully cut to pieces* ashas 
been invariably the ca^^e in all Buch asBassi nations. 

I united with my colleague of France in commissioning the Abb^ Mermet de 
Gaebon, attached to his legation, to proceed to Tedoand represent to the Gh>rogio 
that the murder had caused great excitement in the regiment, as the officers 
were much beloved, and that it mi<;lit be impossible to guard against retaliatory 
ineat*ures. We thought thiri j*uggestion might increase the desire and efforts for 
the arrest of the murderers. The Abb6 Mermet on his return reported that the 
Oorogio very earnestly, and apparently with entire sincerity, promised tiiat no 
eflbrt should be omitted to bring the offenders to punishment. 

I enclose Noa. 1 and ^ copy of my letter to the QjnogiOf and translation of 
their reply. 

I have not failed to give the British minister my hearty co-operation, hav- 
ing at bis request been presen t at all the intenrieirs be has bad wifb the 

Japanese Yice-Minister Sakai HidaNo Kami and the governors of foreign a£EairB 

npfociated with him. I have also at his reqnept carefully examined the evidence 
taken by the British consul, with a view to such suggestious for further itujuiry 
as I might deem necessary, and to such representations ^ the testimony already 
taken might render proper to be addressed to the Jf^ptanese government. 

We have been &ceed to the painfol conclusion that one of the officers. 
Lieutenant Bird, must have been put to death as late ae 9 or 10 o'clock in the 
evening, the attack having been made on them between 4 and 5 o'clock in the 
afiornoon ; and if so, then by other than the two murderers, as they immedi* 
ately left the place. One Japanese witness testifies that ihe jounger officer. 
Lieutenant Bird, asked that a messenger should be sent to Yokohama to give in- 
telligence of their condition ; another that this officer asked for water and drunk 
it; two otlipr? that after the murderers escaped they saw one of tho officers 
ndentiiicd, irom his position when seen, as Lieutenant Bird) sitting up and then 
mU back. In short, eleven witnesses in some form or other testify to nis having 
besD alive after the escape of the murderers. And yet the post-mortem exam- 
ination disclosed the fact, that the spinal chord had been completely severed, the 
wound being of a character which rendered it impossible for him to live iifter 
its infliction. Norisit open to the explanation that tho spinal column only was 
cat through, as found on jLbe .6j^a>{i:Mniition, audthfit )h,Q ^hord might have been 
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ruptured by moving the body after death, n? the Purp^cons who mnde the exam- 
iuation testify that the chord wa.^ eevert'd by a clean cut ; and further, it ini not 
po88ibIe he could have sat up, even if it were not severed, with so feaiful a cut 
throagh the bone alone. 

This evidence made a profound imprcss^ion on the yiee-mlnister. The fearful 
suspicion excited, together witli the tardiness of the governor of t]m place in 
making known to the foreigu representatives the intelligence he had received, 
(a delay of nearly three hours being admitted, which he says, in excuse, were 
occupied in giving inetraetiona to his omcers. and with a report to Tedo,) in- 
dnced mo to concur with the British minister in hia opinion tbat the govci nor 
ahould be dismissed from office. The vice-minister asked that "no formal demand 
should be made, as that might embarraaa the action of the Grorogio. The gov- 
ernor has been dismissed. 

I hope that our improved relations and the increased power of the Tycoon's 
government will impart to it the desire and ability to nring the offenders to 
jnstico. 

I have the honor to bOf sirt venr respectfully, your most obedient servant* 

ROBERT 11. TRUYN, 

Minister Ruident in Japan. 

Hon. Wm. H. Sbward, 

SeerOaryqfSUUe, Watkingiim, 



No. 1. 

I^ATION OF THE UXFrED STATES IN JaPAS, 

Kamagawm, ffovenAar2i^ 1664. 

Tlio atrocious innr<1pr nf two Rrifish offirors hns rn nt' d «!o much fciliiig in tliis romiim- 
nity, extending to officers n\u\ iik>u of both the Britinh IhuU forces aud fleet now at this place, 
aa to indaoe faw «zcelIeDry the minister of France and myself to oommission the Abb6 Mer^ 
met to explain to yowr ('Xf*»IU"Hc'u s the ctiiiLJil situation of atfnira, and the nieiutures whiih, 
in our jiKip:tiicut, jour excellencies »liouid iniuicdiutely adopt for the preservatiou of good 
faith, and in the interest!^ of peacen 
With respect and eeteem, 

ROBERT 11. PRLTi-N, 
Minister Resident of the United SMt$ in JiUMtt* 

Their EzceOenciee the MunsTERS of Foreign Affaies, Yedo, 



MO.S. 

We have the honor to inform you tbat the intellipcenco of the miirtk r of two Britsh offieen 
in the vicinity of the t.nvn i>f Pm it^hee, in .Sushu, (S.i;r»mi.) ha« tilled us with pain aud hor- 
ror. Since the < nin^' of the |iorts many di plorahie events occurred, aud we always did 
all in our power to arrest the (•ul|)rits. hiit without success. 

This makes m despair, and grieves us exceedingly. We must say, however, that al- 
thoiigh thetronbled state of part of our conntry favors the risinfl^ of such banditti, wo have 
l.t tti i II, Mills thim torn,* rly of .lix-ov. ntirr !liom. We are aware that, should we fail to ap- 
prehend the murderers, our friendly it laiiotis micbt bo jeoparded. This is a matter of the 
greatest importance. We have, therefore, sent the vice-nUnister of foieifD affUiv to voor 
place to make an investigation, and direct the measures to lie taken to msnre a sncoessfiil 
result. 

We had a conference to-day with Mr. Cachou, who fully explained to ns the impressions 
and olist rvfitiotis of the ministers in rcpiird to tliis inur<l< r. mti] I'l cI conviii- of ;! i .u ■ itr i -v 
and preat weight of his conununication, which will .sfiinulute our exi;rtiuiis to arrest the cul- 
prits. We have made it a [)oint of absolute duty to come to a satisfactory conclosion before 
the departure of Sir Rutherford Alcock, the minister of Ureat Britain, wlilch we state to voor 
ezcelleucy with respect and esteem. 
The 84th daj of the 10th month of the fint year of C. II lI. (November 2.311, i-^^i.) 

MIDLUNO IDLIIMI NO KAML 
ABE BUNGO NO ICAiil. 
8UWA JNABA IfO KAML 

His Excellency RoDCRT H. Pruth, 

Minuter RetiduU ^tk$ United Astes ^ Jmriea, tf9. 
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Mr, Seward to Mr. Prujf». 

lExtneL} 

No. 86.] Dbpartmbnt of State, 

Washivgtont Deceinhvr 14, 1864. 

tSiK : Your despatch of October 12| No. 62, baa bi$en received, U^etber witb 
its voluminoua appendix. 

Tbe questions you bave been obliged to eonsider, and the measnree wbieb 
you have found it necessary to adopt m maiatainuig the treat]r*giuurant«cd rigbta 
of the United States in Japan, were very grave and important. Tlie difficulties 
of the Cnii^e were greatly enhanced by the m anifest need there was for intimate, 
cordial and bearty co-operation between yourtielf and tbe representatives of tbe 
edwr wcatem powers. Having carefully examined the proceedings, 1 am au- 
thorised by the President to assure yon they are folly approved. * * ♦ 
I am, sir* yonr obedient servantt 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 
fioBERT H. Pbuyn, E^^., Sfc.t Sfc.t Kanagawa. 



Mr,, Fruyn to Mr. Seward^ 
[Extract.] 

Ko. 7L] LB04T10K OF THB UNITED StATBS IN Japav, 

Kanagawa, December 29, 1864. 

Sir : I have tbe Batisfaction to inform yon that Shiraidzu Seigi, one of the 
murderers of Major Baldwin and Lieutenant Bird, has heen arrested and be- 
headed, aud that tbe same fate has befallen two of liis comrades, who, though not 
present at the tune <^ the murder, formed a part of the band associated for the 
lie:' t ruction of foreigners. 

The two latter were first arrested, havjnp;. in company with Seigi, made a forced 
levy on some .Japanese farmer}*, claitning tlu y .--huuld contribute to their sup- 
port, as they, the Lrouius, were combined fur the purpose of exterminating for- 
eigners. The farmers succeeded in efiecting tbe arrest of all hut tbe prindpal 
Q&nder, though several were severely wounded, and two of their nnmner have 
not survived tlu ir wounds. 

The Lroniu:* were brought to this place and publicly beheaded. 

Some time after their execution Suigi, baviug been traced by means of tbe 
money taken from the fiirmers, among which were some old coins, was likewise 
apprehended. He wa:^, aftc r his trial at Yedo, brougbt to this place, confronted 
^ilh the witnesses who saw the murder at Kamakura, and in the presence of 
the liriti^li vice-consul fully idr'ntified as one of the murderers. lie waa then 
paraded through the Japane;^e aud foreign quarters of the town, preceded by a' 
placard stating hit crime and sentence, ana the next day was beheaded in the 
presence of numerous spectators, including tbe battalion of the 20th regiment, 
the batUalion of royal marines, tbe artillery, and a great number of naval and 
military officers. Tim;* for the first time has punishment been inflicted on Jap- 
anese for tbe murder of foreigners. The oflfenders were two-sworded men and 
said to be well educated. I saw tbe murderer Seigi as be was paraded tbrougb 
the Btreeta. He appeared to be a re8olnte» desperate man, totally unaffected by 
bid situation unless, indeed, glorying in it. He improvised a 'soug aa be was 
aken tkroogb tbe atreet8« and sang even up to the moment of bis death. 



Digitized by Google 



230 



BITLOMATIC COBACSPONDBNCE. 



The government have caused noticed to be aiExed at the places where public 
notiees are pat up tt Kanulram, end at this place, <if the leotenee and pooieh* 
ment of Seigi ; and bis bead was placed for five days near the bridge over the 

hu'gOBt stream betwoon tliif^ jilaco nud the Tokaido. 

This energetic action of the government will probably afTud greater protection 
to foreigners than has heretofore been extended, but it can scarcely be expecti'd 
to pnt a stop to auassinationB. Some deBperata dmacten bearing of Seigi 's 
bold demeanor and of bis djring deelaration that foreigners would be the ruin of 
Japan, may not be deterred from the eommiBsion of aimiiar crimes, but rather 
inclined to covet his posthumnu'* fame. 

As stated above, the governmeut have caused a proclamation to be placed at 
prondnent point! wdJiin the imaJLy limits, to insmn more effiMstoally the safety 
of foreigners. 

This has been, perbaps, in consequence of a suggestion I made to tin- vice- 
minifter, Sakai Hida no Kami, of the cliaracter referred to in my unofficial letter 
giving yon an account of the murder, that the uiHcers and inhabitants who should 
ml to warn foreigners of an apprehended attack, or to capture those engage d 
• In it, should be punished. »♦♦♦»♦ 
I have the honor to be^ shr, yerj respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

BOBERT H.PRUyy. 

Minister Resident in Japan. 
Hon. William H. Sewabo, Secretary of State. 



Mr, Prutfn to Mr. Seward* 

No. 72.J Legation of the United States in Japan, 

Kanagavw, JDteember I86i. 

8f B : While there ean be no donbt that the Tjcoon is far more powerful 
than the Mikadot wd has at bis command the wealth and military force of the 

empire, the influence of tlio latter has, of late yeavp, been frequently and po- 
tentially exerted in controlling public affairs, and determining the policy of the 
empire. 

Theoretieally, the Mikado is the Emperor, and the Tycoon, thoogb not nom- 
inally even next in rank, is clothed with the executive power of the empire. 

The Mikado confers all titles of nobility, and any edict issued by him must be 
obeyed. These orders may, however, be easily evaded and he kept in ignorance 
of such disobedience, in consec^uence of his seclusion, or, if openly distregarded, 
the Emperor Is forced to snbmit, because destitute of means to enforce obedience. 

As I nave explained, this shadow of power may become real and formidable 
by the aid of Daimios, who, though nominally subject to the Tycoon, a;* well 
*a8 the Mikado, may be emboldoncd to dcfv the Tycoon's power, especially if 
shielded by the orders of the Mikado, to whom fealty is first due. 

I have nit, as I have on several occasions informed you, that It was of vital 
importance to obtain the sanction of the Mikado to the treaties. There can be 
no question that his public proclamation to that effect would contribute greatly 
to tlie peace of the empire, and to the improvement of its relations with foreign 
powers, by putting it out of the power of the hostile Daimios to justify their 
nostility, by the real or pretendea opposition of the Mikado to the treaties. 

I have, therefore, frequently urgea upon the Tycoon's government that the 
Mikado's assent to the treaties should be obtainedt in justice to the trea^ pow^ 
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en, and m a measure of seenritr and BtabOitj to his own goremment In tlie 

mimerous intennews before and conscqnent on the operations at Simonoiscki, 
mj colleagne? and m\'self united in preasing this closely and enorgeticaUj on 
the goverament of the TVcoon. 

We hK99 been aasnred that the Mikado and TVcoon vere at lengtli in aoeoid 
om tliis eaBJeett and that, as soon aa the Tycoon had completed his prepara^ns 

Ibv the eecarity of the ^ikado, the latter irotdd make public proclamation 
ttereof ; but that it would not be safe for him to do so at present, as he was 
surrounded by and under the control of powerful numbers of the Sako or hos- 
tile party. 

The Gorogio finally agreed that the minister, one of their number who had 
represented them at Kioto, should address a letter to the ministers of treaty 
powers, stati]^ that the Htkado had avowed his friendship toward foreigners, 
and that he would embrace the earliest safe opportunity to declare the same 
publicly. Letter No. 1 was tlit icuiion sent to each of the ministcre, but was 
rc-tamed, because not sufficieiiliy explicit. It waii again tninsmitted to us with 
a confidential enclosure, of which I now send translation. (Enclosure No. 2.) 

This Is an important paper, provided we are assured of the sincerity of the 
Tt^coon'a government, as conclusive upon the point tluit the ^likado, af well 
as the Tycoon, has abandoned ail hope of cloaing the ports and ail opposition 
to the treaties. 

A large force has been sent ftom Tedo, welt armed and dfadpUned, uniformed 
for the first time like foreign troops, to swell the numbers gathered and assem- 

l li «1 at Osacca for the purpose of enforcing the sentence against Chdshu. I 
have ngked that inibtination be given of the progress of eveuts, but cannot, aa 
yet, say whether this can be expected. 

I also endose No. 3, tnuslation of a vexy able and bteresting letter sent to 
the British monister before tiie expedition to Simonoseki, which you will see 
cnnt-iina stotemcnts corresponding with items of information already trans- 
mitted, and which I am inclined to regnrd aa a more satisfactory history of the 
iatri|pes caused by the treaties tlian we liave hitherto been fortunate enough to 
obtsuL 

' 8o many of the facts stated are known to be true as to justify the belief, 
that the history of the secret conforences at Kioto may be regarded as reliable. 
I have the honor to be^ sir^ very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

BOBERT U. PRUYN, 

Minuter RuidetU in Japan, 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwaid, 



LTzaaalatioii.] 

I hate tfM honor to stntc in writing that, n])on my antral at Kioto, I fnllj represented ths 
cirniinstanrps of tbo rt'lations with the treaty powfrp, m j>roviou»ly stated to you at theia* 
terviow with my colleapues — tlie meaning of all uf which was understood— whersfore ©Tery- 
lUag, as hillierto, will be Htrictly ohserved ; but now an inijiorlHut ()|mortmiIty is nre!<ent«''l 
to tranquillize the public feeling — the order for despatrhin)^ tioopa ror the punianment of 
Chonhu havin;^'^ l i on israed, it is, therefore, deiMMetbat yon wilt note Aiff msk 

With rt-.>^[i' rt ain! csficin. 

Hie 23d day of the luUi month of tbe first year of Qengi, (Nd.) (Noveniber 28, 1864.) 

ABB BUNGO NO KAMti 

HisExi 1 01. ncy KOREriT H. Pruyn, 

Miui»UT Rutd^ml of the U»ited Statu of America^ ifc* 
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Ho. 8. 
[T^ttoslaHoB.] 

The prcHont state of thefelattoDH of our goverameut with the foreign powrers has been well 
uuili-rstoo ] ami (icijuk'Sfi'd in at Kioto, as I stated in thti aci'onipaiiyin{» letter of tliis date, 
the : lu iice the scMidiug of ouvoyri to the foreign countries has been abandoned, and the 
cio.si 1 iKii ts shall not be mentioned ; but there still remains hostile m-rsons, and the 
Choi>hu nmitur haii not been disposed of, whiurafora I cannot ooumaniciito tuia to you in an 
official letter ; those hostile persons, and also Cbosbii, will soon be pnnisbed, however, and 
when hi^ Miijt"--t v tlir Mikudit sluill luivc Im cii inforined ac cordingly, this will be settled defi- 
nitely, and a couituuuicatiuu again be made. Aa the secret meaning could not Ik> made per- 
fectly clear to von from the aocompauyiug letter alon«, I now state that vManiug privately 
and in a friendlgr manner, and it ia reqnestod that j<m will keep this leeiet and not let it be 
known. 

ABE BUNGO KO KAML 



No. 3. 

[Translation. ] 

A Japanese giving an account of the state of affairs at present existing in his country, with 
a glance at the unsettled and agitated feelings of Ita uhabltanta, and wiabing to learn by 
what means it bo possiUo to change or calm down tbeae oppositiona lor aomo time 

prevailing. 

A peculiar state of affairs exists in this country. Tlio person who is our Emperor we 
ctiU Ten.shi, Son of Heaven; he lives in Kioto, and for a long time (the length of a cottou- 
thread) has reigned over us. The higher officers surrounding him, as his immediate minis* 
ten, we call Kang^. In olden times the Mikado governed by himself with the assistance of 

the.sc I I s. l!iit now even centuries havi^ elapn il ^hue the govfrunieut fell into the hatids 
of a man of a military character, (Uoukd,) the :Sai iShogtuig, (Tycoon./ By a state of con- 
fnsion introdnced Into the government, by making somII tnings large, and redndng large 

oiu'.s by bringing about violent and astonishing clianges, the governnnMif asatimed a new 
form and lapsed into the hands of the Tukugawa dyuasty, whose reigu lias routiuuud to the 
present day. 

For more than three hundred years the government was carried on by the direct lino of 
tlif liuux' <»t' Tukugawa, and during thsit period the couutiy enjoyed profound peace. 

TLe Mikado left everything in the hands of the Tvcoou, and the power or tho mUitaiy, 
Book6, came far to exceed that of tho officer of the Mikado. 

At this period Japan was dosed, and of all nations, tho Dutch and Chinese alone were 
privileged to have trading relations with us. But Comni ■ inn Perry appeared, and at Uraga 
and Yedo insisted upon making a treaty of commerce and friendship. The Tycoon called a 
meeting of Daimios, and put before them the demands of Perrv, and asked their opinion 
wluihfi the ports should be opened for foreign interooiiiBe, Off whether tboj woto prepared 
to engage in a war and commenco hostihtiea. 

For a lonf^ time the qneaUon was discussed, but no person of snffieient mi^t and for^ 
thought WHS tlM ic to give good advice. ATnmig those most opposed to the Daimios was 
the prince ot Alito, but as they were not prepared lor war, it was judged better to defer 
ho>tilities. 

A meinber of tlio (lorogio, a very clever and far-seen^ statesman, Al>e Tse no Kami, know- 
ing well all the merits and denierits of the question at issue, ctmclnded a treaty, when Perry 
appeared a second time, without any further reference to the other Daimios and the national 
feelinffs, and couseoucntly many nations came to Japan. But the poo|)le who were on the 
side 01 the prince of Mito, and desirous of making war with foreign countries, rather than sub- 
mit to such a now order of things, Imvo madeof Tate years great disturhanrcs, (like wusps dis- 
turbed in their nests, ) retainers of Daimios, throwing up their masters aud becoming Lrouius, 
were going through the ec'untry assembling poojple ot their own ideas, went to Kioto, and 
r< iiii M lit* il to till- ilikado that ton igncrs slnnild he driven out of the coiuitry. Thej^e igno- 
raut ueople further represented to tlie Mikado that there is no better country in the world 
than Japan, prodocinfr everything good for man, and have, therefore, no wants t'rom without 
to be supplied, aud that now, fur tlie Urst time, we have had intercourse with foreign coun- 
tries — tnule ruins tlie inn-rest of Japan. Ail the articles of daily use have been scanas aud 
g:< at is the soffiaring of the coimtry pei^ile itt consequence; this has been undoubtedly the 
fault of the government t>f 'I''i!.ii'_'nwH. 

The Tycoon has ignored the Mikado, aud his authority does not obey hb orders, but looka 
only to lua own advantago. 
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From what these officers report to the Mikado he believes them, and had little idea of the 
■trengtb of other countries; the retaioen of Choehu alao tnuted iu the LroniuB, and came to 
ttw concltwion tiiat foraifptien otifcht not to be aHowed to remain any loii^t^r in Japan. 

Thrff- fraitorr.iiK officers of tlif MikiuJo, Sanpo, Ant'pa K. iu, nml XulvHyamiv caused much 
difficulty bv xaiiiuig alanuiug reports and uiaking fake aud uuibuuded representations to the 
Mikado. The power of the court of Kioto, however, waxed ^rreat and b^an to rise Uke tiio 
mornirp sun, in its strenrrth, while that of Yedo was fjru'luai; y di ( linings like a setting one. 

Thereupon, Satsuuiu, and other powerful Daimios, seeing the drit't of thinca, assembled at 
Kioto, aiui took coanael topothcr, with a view of disctissin^ the errors of the (E^vemment, 
and <tf api»lyinir some rfitu-tly to its weakness. Amontr these Daimios, some were foremost 
in uroposiiifj to put urt the closing of Japan until the country should become sutficiently rich 
ana powertul to accomplish it effectually, and withont dishonor, lint Choshu, backed in his 
deai^s bj Anef^ and 8anp'0, 9ttccoe<Ie<l in intluencinjj the Mikndo. and making it fal.^olr 
known that the Mikado had declared himself for the closing ot Japan, to which he had ouly 
l^veQ a partial and undecided consent. 

Accordingly, on the iUUi of the fifth month, the order for the breaking off of all relations with 
tfw fotetgner s was on its waj toYedo. Altbouf^h the Daimios did not approT»<rf Ihsie proceed* 
!ug^, they were Ktil! obliged to yield to the order of closing, supposed to haveemanfttod firOQ 
the court of the Mikado. Thej regretted the fact, aud left Kioto. 

In the mean time, fividees negotiations were going on in Tdiobama with tiio foreigners. 

Vnit iinw, C'hoshu, exasperated at the issue of his favorite plaii>. tired upon the nu n-uf- 
war aud merchant vessels of France, Holland, and America, contrary tu all existing la\V'< or 
ndea. Meanwhile, in Kioto, the ill-designing 8niigo, and Anega Kojo were in const ant 
league with Lrnnius, and deceiving the Mikado; but ut length tli<' Koogay Anepa Kojo tell 
by the bauds of those in favor of the foreigners — he was murdered by a Daimto's retainer, 
in secret. But still the affairs were not settled, notwithstaadii^ many consultations and 
discussions, which, although wonli recording, I shu!! not now repent. 

Envoys were sent by the Tyc«x>u to Choshu to examine into his conduct ; they were mur- 
dered, and fell victims to the revenge of Choshu. 
• Satsumu's eyes were opened since the 6ght at Kagolima, and afilurs appealed, to him iu a 
new light ; he chnnged in favor of foreigners, and tnoogbtnow of matting Us country pow« 
erful and coinjiii'tin;^' liis armauu uts. Many Daimios liegan to take serious thought at the 
battle of Kagolimaaud its results, and began to calculate the disadvantages of boiug hostile 
to foraifRiers. 

Chosnu's power was sinking fast, and the fire of his (7oinfrs was bximing itself OQt. One 
of the niini.>ters of Choshu, called Masida Dango, a very cuuning and designing roan, sent 
for his retainers in all directions, as.sembled all the Lronins, and wentto Kioto, and proposed 
to the Mikado and his officers that they sliould go to the god of Dai Siii Koo, in tlie province 
of Isi, in order t«) pray for the expulsion ot the fort-'igners, his covert design heiug to carry 
him captive to Yedo, clo.se Yokohama, tad upset the dynasty of Tokogawa, aud assume the 
Tycoonship himself. This was discovered in Kioto, and Choshu was expelled from the cap- 
ital by the Daimius Aisoo, Satsuma, Yekamonno, Kami, Himesi, and E.steizen. 

The Koogays (.concerned iu the plot of Choshu, afraid that punishment might overtake 
them, threw up their appointments, left Kioto, and took refuge in the territories of Choahu 
The remamdar of the Lronius went to the province of Tamato and raised a ref)eUion there, 
naed vi.i'enoe, and murdered many unoffeudintr country people. 

The Mikado called a meeting of Daimios at Kioto, and they went there a^ain last year, in 
the elerentb month. At this meeting mneh bad been discussed about the foreigners trading 
In .7aiF;i:i, but without any definite rt snliition luing come to. 

Alter this Choshu tired upon a steamer at ijatsuma at anchor at Tauonra, oiid burned also 
aonae cotton junks at Kamimoseka. This caused the Mikado to giro an order to the TycoiUi 
to punish Choslni. The Tyrnon proniised titt-, atid rallnd in secret upon Satsuma, Heigo and 
Kohulu, Geshti, Uusliu, aud Inshu to carry the order into etfect. Before punishment could 
bo inflicted, Choshu got news of the intended expedition against hiui aud gathered together 
nuiny Lronir*'s to detcnd hiui, and mode them spread rcporta in his favor* 

The following is a record of his misdemeanors aud crimes : 

Ftnt o/eare.— Choshu, Mlto, Isihasl, Bisen, Inaba, and the Lronius informed the otlior 
Daimios that Sutsuma, Higo, aud Ktiszen were friendly with foreigners and desire commerce 
and opening of the couutrv, and that therefore their advice should not be accepted; they also 
informed the Kooguys to the same purport. 

Second ojfmu, — Choshu, Mito, Isihasi, Bisen, lusha, and the Lronius told the merchants 
of Ohofl^a that the reasons why all the articles of daily use had become so dear was that 
Sa'.suina, Ili^ro, and Etiszeu hud s^nt tl:i m u!l to Nagasaki, and sold then: t',i ic to foreigner^ 
which caused great misery to the inhabitants of Japan. The merchants ul Oiioaaku believed 
these stateoients to bo true and took great dislike to Satsuma, Higo and Etis/.en. 

Third w/V/iCf .— Chtwliti linn:.Ml a iT.tt<ni innk belonging to Sat'^uina at Kiiminnseki am! 
murdered the officer on board the sauie, exposed his head at Uhosaka with the statement 

thfti fiaifaoM was dBtirona of foraica trade and was makiaf largo gain by sending the 
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necessities of daily use to forcirj^n conntries, ami that this man whoso hcarl wns cxp-^srvT vnt^ 
pmiiflhiMi in obedience to the nuwdftte of Heaven. Also aoine hundreds of people were 
nnrdered hj Gboshn in aeenl for tndinf with fer ri gnenk 

Fourth I'fftnce. — Last year, on thi' Sth month, Cho^hn, by intrijrning: throriffh tho Eoogaj 
Sangu, tri(*d to excuse himself to the Mikodu by addressing hiui in writing. At preMOl 
Sanpro is in Cboshn «nd ontoirtaiiied under his proteetioii. 

Fifth oiVrnrr. — f'hns 
that iSattmuia tried to utiurp the Tycoonsbip himself. 
There are many otbaar crimes aadoffsoees committed T>y Cboshn which aro too nmncwi— to 

be recounted iiere. 

For a third time the Daimois assembled in Kiota, but they were not clever and farsceinjBr, 
•0 that they were nearly all for the closing' of the ports. The only Daimios who wt r*.' in 
favor of the openiufc were Satsnma, and Etissen, aoa a few others of smaller importance. 
Therefore Satsnma and Etiszen were not admitted in the oonndl of the Daimios, and tha 
Tvcoon, Isihutsi, Kawakai, Itakoosa nrnl ntl rr l>aiiiii')>< wore misled by Choshu mi l formed 
Um resolution to close Yokohama and only allow trade to go on in Nagasaki and ilakodati. 

This successfnl strofce raised Chosha a^ain Into Anther fanportaace, so tirat the presence 
of Patsuma., Heigo, Geshu (Aki.) who wore in favor of tho opfiiiiifr, wore no li>T!<riT required 
in Kiuta, which made them much regret the conscquenct s of HUch ill-advistd resolntinus, and 
Husj returned to their respective proyinceo (^eved and tlieir influence much impaired. Tho 
remaining Daimios fixed upon the ntnmn nffhis y<"ar as tlie timn for the closintr of Yokuhama. 

titotsbasi was appointed defender and iMiniiianclci-in-cliiof of the Oho^uku aistle and de- 
fonoes of the eeaooast. Ho is ubont to ereet mon- than twenty batteries andantt thmn with 
some '.5,000 cannon to be made with all speed in order to protect the county. 

PobTSCHlPT. — I have beard that two Dutch m^n-of-war have arrived here with instructiom 
from their king to obtain satisfactinc fur tlif insult offered to thi ir tlajr and tho injury com- 
mitted last Tear at Simoiioseki, and that the £ngliidi ships are to accompany them to co> 
operate with them. I sincerely hope that this report may turn ont tohe true in the intemsfe 
of njy own county. Although I am a very ignorant person, it appears to me that from the 
H ikado down to the Lronins there is a oonsi<ferable darkness and ignorance prevailing as to 
the progress of events and eirilintioB <tf foreign eoantries, and that therefore they look down 
npou t'orcigners as brutal savages^ beKeving themselves in their conceit to be wonderfully pow- 
erful, and to this ignorance can be traced the immoderate desire that exists for the closing of 
the country. Choshn looks upon his oondnet as a great deed, a^ having been the came of 
the closing of the ports. This shall cause also a (roiieml vi nr with tho wholo of Japan, which 
shall not only cost the lives of many thousands uuii iiapovoiish the empire, but also be 
bought by Great Britain with saanjiiires, which is oimtrary to the rales of the gods. If now 
Grofif Britain would have mercy upon our uncivilized people and teach them tbc power of 
your ^njYcrnment, and, together with Holland, destroy Cboshn, in so doing showing the forces 
and power of war to the whole empiro, this would open the eyes <^)t' the wnoleof Js|Mntnid 
acknowledpng their mistake, they would in future observe the treaties. 

In case this could not be done speedily, it would be good then to go to Ohosakft todMnr 
the British lorrts t.) iln- Mikado and make anew tle^7 with him. This would hare the 
desired e&ct without any loss of lives. 

That I. a Japanese by birth, should request yon to send ships to OhosOt nmst be viewed 
by yon with a-stonismout and like a traitor to my country, but it is because our country- 
people being ignorant of the power of Great Britain are otily desirous of closing Japan, m 
wUehosBS civilisation woida never spread over our coimtry. 

For manv years I have contcmphiiod and rotrrottr d the ahon' statr of thinps, but there is 
little help for it. and thereforo 1 again beg, that in ord»-r to suvo and oulightcn our country- 
people, you will kill the prinoo of Cboshn, and then my wishes will be fulfilled. 

Although I intended to enter fiirther tipon the particulars respecting the present state of 
aifairs iu Japan, it would not bo ready for the departure of the Dutch ship-uf war, and ther^ 
fine Ton will kindly take all that 1 nave said in a frvecable light. 

[lAo signature and no date. J 



Mr, Pruyn t» Mr, Seward, 

No. 7.J Legation of the United States i.\ Japan, 

Knnagawa, Janu^iry 21, 1865. 

Sir : Undor the proviaions of the various treaties with Japaa, citizens and 
mljects of the wsmX powen hm been anigned laod, sstgeot to aa annul 
rant pnyable to the gOTenunrat, without tlie payneiit of any aum bj waj of 
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pmciiase montiy. When land was of menlj a nominal Talne^ this wis j^rodno- 
tive of no mischief, bat this settlement lias increased with sneh lapidity* and 

the improvements are now of ptihtftanlial a character, as to have caused a 
great rine in property. The poorest lots in tho peftlempnt hare been sold at 
from $4,000 to 85,000 each, and lots in more favorable situations have increased 
more than tenfold in Talne since I have been in Japan, so that the present 
annual rental may be regarded as fully equal to'the price asked for lots on my 
arrival It is obvion^i that a strong temptation is thii" oflTfrod to adventurers in 
China and elsewhere to come to Japan, aemand a lot, realize a hntulBomf^ profit, 
and then leave the country for uew-comers to repeat the operatiuu. Another 
ctiffieolty has arisen from daima being prsferrsd that an assignment of laada 
alionld be made to the powers with whom treaties htcvt more recently beeif 
mndr for tlicir subjects* in the same proportion as aheadjr granted to those fiist 
on the ground. 

Mj colleagues and myself have desired to remedy as far as possible those 
€pH!8 and to guard against speenlation: in lands (as heretofore) to be ae q nirs^ 

from the government. With that view we have entorr d into an agreement* of 
which I eticlo!*o (No. 1) a copy, to which we have a^kod tho a??eTit of tlie govern- 
ment, and which they have proraiawl to give as soon an tlicy nlmll hear from 
the goveniors of the other ports. We also succeeded in making an agreement 
with the Japanese government, of which I send copy, No. 2, for me enlargement 
and improvement of this settlement and for the Mue of the leases of the land 
to be assigned to foreigners at public auction at a minimum price to be fixed by 
the consuls, which I need not describe in detnil, a^ it will .infficiently explaria 
itself. Our object in providing for public ri(l< Sec, was to encourage excursions 
in directi^s and to an extent where foreiguers would not be exposed to eoUS> 
siona with Japanese^ bnt would have exercise and pleasant rides on safer and 
. better roads. I also enclose (No. 3) approval of agreement. 

The block of land set apart for the consulate forms parts of the site whertf 
Commodore I'erry's treaty vfiia concluded. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

ROBERT H. PRUTN. 

Hon. WiLLiAu H. Seward, 

Sfcretary Suue. 



No. 1. 

Memmvnthm in rtfsnmet lofittmn «/fo(iiM»lff «f Und «t ike open portf. 

It being desirablo in the common iutcrest to agree and determine upon sumo plan for the 
appropriation of all such land M may be required to enlarpe the limita of exiitinjif fbreirn 
(M ttl«'nu*nt At Tolcoliania, as also at the othor npcu ports, in ?noh nmnnor as shall be eijuitable 
aiiil fair to all, withont favor or di.stinctinn to nutiuuulities, and in order tu put guch plan in 
ft^clearand priK-tit-nl slutpe, the following hauPA have been aeoepted and apprOT«d bjtilO 

1. All hiihl hi'ii dftcr tn he arqtjirod by the fillinpnp of tho swamp atYokolmnia, or recov- 
ered from the sea at Nug^a.saki and Hakoda li, tu Ik.' allotted by the consnls in concert, and in 
•OCh portions as thn rvquirement.s nf ti l Ic may, from time to time, siigrppest, at an upset 
price, to be rejicalated by the market value of laud — this piioe to be .^ct npun each lot bv the 
0aid consuls, in common accord. If tbey do not afi^ree, then the upset price to be deCer* 
aiined hy the vott> of the iimjurity. 

2. Thf»e lotH to be &nt offered to all those subjects of treaty powers who nhall be, at the 
time, nnprovided, and who, for le^mate ntirposes of trade and not for traffic te laad* 
•rail men- in v<-t!ii< iits, sliatl liave repi-^tor-'il ihrir nnnii < at tlicir rospcotivc cousulalsai and 
each lot to be aKsifi^ed in the order of date of registry, irrespective of nationality. 

9k Amj «f HMMkm, i£notsoQSpta4attfaa sslefiaidtlobsthenpataptoraaoilon, villi 
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a pnMir iiotU'«> of nt U>Hst fiftern dajt, and pnrticnlars ns to sitaation, dimonsions, and 
upset juice. If tbia priii' should not be ©ffered, tlio lots to be withdrawu Iroin ibe sale 
and re8«rTed for subscqiant sale or appropriation. 

A. The tit!»>-<li'f-il»i to be i«sued on tlic mjiiishion of tlic conMils of treaty powprs, hy 
the piveruur ot the port, and countersigucd by tho cuusul ol ihu uuiiuu lu which the 
lease-bolder belonfrs. 

6. The proceeds of aiiv Huch m\os sluill consUtnte amanicipal fund, under snohoondi* 
tions as the consuls may conjointly ii^'ii e \ipon. 

Tliest' rules to Hjiply to any new fxtfiibiou ol laii<l tliiit may bof)bt!iinfi1 in any otlior dirrction, 
except that, when the Japanese guverumeut will uot be iudeuuiitied i'or the expeuse uf im- 
proremente hj rent on land before valueless, one half the proceeds derived finom the sab 
thereof shiill be paid to Bald govcrniiH iit, and the remaining; half n tainod for said muni- 
eipal fund, and when the Japauetie »baU bo di.spu.s8essed ol any laud, a reasonable com« 
pcnsatioo will be paid to cover the expense of the n uiuval of their bnildinf^ to some other 
locality; nnd no allotment of land to any t'>»reijjner for jnivatt- use or advHt)tarr»» sliall bo 
required or hauctioued by thu cousuls, uud u coiunmuicuiiou tu be made to the ( ioru<:io to 
thia affiset 

For public purposes tho undersigned have already In their memorandum of tho 2^ of July, 
1864, formally di.Hclaimed and renounced any title to exclusive ad van tap^e whatever in respect 
to couci-ssious of land or territory, either in the o{)en ports or elsewhere in Japan, as whiitever 
ia granted to one may, vrith. eauul right and justice, be churned by all in virtue of the mo«t 
lavofed nation dause in all existing treaties. It is to be hoped that the Tycoon's government, 
fldly advised of this, will, in their own interest, avoid nuikinp exeeptiojial (grunts of laud to 
any one nation, minister or consul, or other authority, or without reference to the rest, aud 
to the equal rig:hts of all. 

Finally, all imst experieuce in China an^l Jftjian having shown that any appropriation of 
land or conce>sHins to distinct uatiuualilies is a lertile source uf trouble and a grave disadvan- 
tage in tbo end to all, raising questions of diverse Jurisdiction for municipal porposea, distinct 
bodies of ]io]i( e, and tending to produce conflicts of jurisdiction, increased expen^-e. and im- 
perfect results iu order and security, beside^s pcrpi^tuating a mischievous error, tiiut iha interests 
of different nations in Japan are distinct and may be prouioled at each others expeuse, whereas 
in truth they are identical, and are best promoted by union and common aetioiu the under- 
signed have determined to malie an official r<'presenfation by a note identique tome govern- 
ment of the Tycoon, su;.'L'''stintr tliat upon no other bases should laiul be alloeu'ed for the 
occupation of iorciguers at auy ojten port iu Japan, aud pleUgiug themselves lo uphold thia 
•nangement as the only one consialeiit with equity and the t>eat Inteieata of all the tXM^y 

powers without <li--iinetion. 
YOILOUAMA, Dcccmbtr 3, 16C4. 

BOBERT H. PBDYN. 

Minister litsidrnt oj iht I nitrd States Ml Jamia. 
KUTIIEHFOKD ALCOCli, 
H, B. Jlf.*t En9e§ EjOraordiuary aiul MimsUr Plenipetanttmrf in JaptM. 

LKON lR)r HKS, 
Minister PUnipotenliary to Ins M jestif iht I'.uiptror of Franrr in Japan. 

D. DK (TK.\EFi«^ VAN I'ULSHHOEK, 
H, N, Jf.'s Consul Gewral and PoUtical Agent in Jajraa. 



Ko. 9. 

MtftMrandum. 

Certain proposals for the enlargement of the settlement at Yokohnina, aud other public 
objects connected tberewitb, having been dtscnssed and genet ally a^^M < u ii|>ou by the under- 
sipcned foreifrn lepn sentatives on the one part, in: ! shilmta Hiunf: Ni> Kami aud Shir.ishi 
Shiniosa Ko Kami on tho other, on the bth of bepiember, 2 Ub of October, aud bth uf the 
present month, as recorded in minutes of each, signed by the aforesaid representatives, it baa 
now br-en le-nlved to put on record, in a clear and piactit al shape, the bases and conditions 
of such iihpruvements, extension, uud )>ublic works, us now finally agreed upon, to which tho . 
signatures of the sui<l foreign repre8t!Utatives and Japanese cciuunissioners shall be apjpended 
for the ratitie;.tion of the government of tlw Tycoon, at Yedo, within five daya from the date 
of these pre.Nt-uts. 

It has accordingly been agreed and rcso]\ 1 i.^ follows: 

1. An allotuieut of ground, already niuiked out ou the other side of the canal, giving a 
circuit of one Ejiglisb mile {< i^'hteen Japanese ch6) to be made and designed in perpetuity for 
a parade and exeiel-t- '^'round tor all nations; also, for a race-course for the tore;^,Mi commu- 
nity. The grouud beiue now a marsh, to be filled up by the Japanese govermucut at their 
own cupaiiM, and as It la fiir eonunon ooeopattoi both by Jupaneee for^gnara aa a place 
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of exercise, no rental to be claimed for the samo, with oxrention of the ontside divlo det» 
tiuod for a race-courae, for which rent shall ha paid at a rate heretifu*r to be lixed. 

9. A mt« and temporary hnts having been provided for naval, military, and tM\ smalU 
pox patii'Hts of fill nations, it is ini'lerstodd that an aflditton of fitlicr one or two hull 
being essential to con)plete the accuuHiitxlatiuQf these shall be put up by the Japauose goV^ 
ernmenl in the first instance, at the requisition of the foreign eourols to avoid delay, on tha 
latter undertaking to repay the <'ost of iTcftion. 

3. A t'urlh**r extension within the limits already defined, of the ground for a cemetery for 
•11 nations, to be gnmted oontigaous with that alna^ywAppnipriatodonthe jtrintappUoatioa 
of the consuL 

4. A site having been allotted by the sea-shore for the building of abattoirs, A:e., neees- 
sarr to rpli'-v-- tlic st ttlcinent of a great nuisjinct^, unsiplitly alike to Japanese and rorfifrmr-*, 
auBO preiadicial to health, it baa now been agreed that the necessary buildings, according to 

?>1aA8 already furnished, shall be ereeted witnout delay by the Japanese govemmettt, to Iw 
et under the control of fho fort'igii consuls only t'< =n< ]i Imlclifrs as tlicy sliall duly license ; 
the said butchers to rent the premises when completed, paying a yearly rental of ten per cent, 
npun the cont of erection. Bat it is diatlnetlj understood that the total cost shall notezeeed 
about $10,tH*", (I littU' more or less, tlie exact uniotinf fn bo sotth il with tlio c-niisuls. 

5. The whole of the swamp on this side of ilic t;iuul to bo lillod up \>y tin- Japanese gov- 
ernment, and at their expense. Wtien this is etfcdi d the Kosaltimachi. u situated in tbe 
midst, to be removed to the end furthest from the foreign settlement. In the event of fire 
and the burning down of this establisinnent before the completion of this woric, it is agreed 
that it sliall not be built on the present site. Of this swamp ground, when filled up, tbe 
Japaaeae government shall reserve for foreign occapation. to oe actually allotted to them £rom 
tieae to time, in rach portions as maj be repaired on ttie joint requisition of tbe oonsnb, the 
space lying betweeiitiie Otamarhi and the canal called Okagawa, on a line with the street 
between tbe custom-liouse and tbe cousui&r lot, as marked in red in the plan a n nemd, Mo. 1 ; 
tho proceeds arising from sneh dispoaal to he added to a municipal Aind, which sliaU be em- 
ployed for the making a drainage of roads, il:c., and keeping tuem in a state of repair. It * 
IS understood that rents shall naid as for all other aliotmeuta within tlu foreign settlement. 

6. Tlie location and site now beingf cleared and aetoally aasiprued for consular residences 
and ofHces, marhctl \o. 2 in the aunexed plan, tlio sanic to lie cii iiit d completely of nil 
buildings or teuciuunts, and delivered over to the consuls tor appropriatiou to such uses and 
divided as heretofore agreed upon by the consuls among themselves, without further iuter- 
vention of the Japanese authorities, rtnital being paid oj the respective *<»ntmty in the 
other portions of the foreign settlement. 

7. The whole of the gn)nnd extending from tbe ctistom-bonse hatolm along tbe sea- 
front to the lot recently assigned to the French, at Bentong, and backwui d to the main 
atreet, (section No. Sin the plan annexed.) to be held available for foreign occupation 
and appropriated at public sale, open to competition frn tori rs and Japanese, in rach 
proponions or quantity as, from time to time, mav be found expedient. 

Tire Japanese government undertakes, wlien taese appropriations are in progress, to 
extend the present bounds (if tlie foreign Bottlemeiit frniii the custom-house hatoba to the 
French lot vi' itentong. Toward the ex|)ense of tliis work, aireatly agreed upon in former 
conferences of the 8th SeptemlMr and 21th October, and recorded in the mi iiiomiida before 
mentioned, of one-half the proceeds of sales <>r jtricos paid for right of location in this new 
extension of setflenicnt along the seji-side, (atier paying expenses and indemnities for loss or 
reiiiDval of tile, .1 ip ncse tenanls.) to lie jniid to the guvemor of Kauagawa so Jong as the 
■whole •*xpen»<» shall not have been reindjuraed according to verified estinmtes and contmcts 
for the work done. It is understood that the rent shall bo paid tho same as for all other aiiot- 
ments. 

8. As the ministers of the treaty powers are not at present enabled to resume their red- 
denee at Tedo, it may be noeessarjr to make provision for the temporary location of one or 

ni'in- at Yokohama. \Vi;!i t!us nbject in view, the French and iJiitch representatives having 
already locations assigned at Bentong, (as also tbe i'russiau consul,) it is expressly agreed 
and provided that the remaining portion of tlie sea-firont of Bentong, extending from the 
Pnissian lot to tho western comer and marked No. I in the plan niuicxcd. shall be reserved 
for tbe ministers of tho diplomatic representatives of Great Britain and the United States, 
aod if not immediately required sbaU not he otherwise appropriated for any use except as at 
present occupied without reference to th«'!n, and their consent olitaijii d. the size of this loca- 
tion to be settled afterwards between tho Japanese government and the representatives of 
tho above named two nations. 

9. An adequate site for a clnb-house for tho united services of all nations having boon 
promi»«r'd. either on the site of the buildings now occupied by the British comnnssariat, 
uiarked No. 5 in the plan annexed, or in its close vicinity, it is agreed that quick possession 

' shall be secured, and the trustees of the club shall pay the estimated value of any buildings 
tliereon or pay all the exmosas of their removal bj the owners, and be subject to rental In 
like iiiaiincr ns nil other foreigners holding land. 

10. A conveniently situated market being a great desideratum for .Japanese for tbe sale of 
provitioiia, it ia agreed that the open spooanowiaiiMforthat purpose, and madced ITo. 6 in 
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Ibe uiiiexed plaa* shall be ft»tber«iiIurj2rt.Hl und levelled, aodatraifiexkraiutj&aorlos of jstallt 
erected under a plana or MvevBd-wuj tor the »a\o of piv^doiM. 

11. Asunder tlic ]>risi'nt state of affairs the Japanf«e povemment desire foreigners to 
jidu on the TukuHio as little U8 po»itiblo, thc-y undt-rtake tu nmku a good riding ruud for the 
tgarc to e of foieifrners four or five mileH iu extent, wiuding round and through the MisHiMipill 
TlkUsy, not less than twenty feet wide, to be made and kept in good order by the Jajtaiiese 
g^rremment in accordance with the plans agreed upon and already being put iu execution 
under the dire« !'mn and 6uperint«'udeuce of Slajor W ray, a chief engineer officer. 

12. Finally, in order to avoid all further discussion aboot the keeping of roads, dmimge, 
cleaning of streets, and otlier niudeipal objects for which hidierto the Japanem kxsal anthori> 
tics have biH>n held renponsible iu view df the lii^'li n nial piii l ]>y all 1<ii. i<:ii leasehoMt rs, 
it haii been agreed that the^e objucts shall henceturth be »ocured liy the ioreigu land xeuttm 
themselve.4, and towards the expenses that most be incoTFed annually there shall be a deda^ 
tion of 20 per ceut. torn the yearlj rent paid hj aU lande ieaaed to foi«%iiere, to be paid Is 
a municipal fund. 

In witoees wliereof we, the undersigned foreign representatives and Japanese commissioneit 
duly empowered to that effect, hereto eet Jour handa and this iMh dv ^ Degemh^* 

I66i. 

Jkn» in qnhitimlGatB. 

KOBEBT H. PRUYN, 
Minister Rrsident of the Vnited State$ im Japa$i. 
K VTU I : R V'O K L) ALCOCK, 
B. B. M» 'j JCatNMt £xtr0ardiiuurM and M%ni*Ur PUmiaoUmUaru ia •/avail. 

LEON ROCHES, 

JfisiaCar /*il w(a i ftHaf f H. M. the Emprror of Francr in Ja^m* 

U. DE GKAEFF VAN I'UL^miOEK, 
JBL N,M*S Coatul General and Political Agent in Japm» 
81HATA HINGA NO KAMI. 

We bare to state that Sihata Illiiga No Kami and Siraisi Sitnosa No Kami having under 
OUT instructions ajnecd with you aU>ut land for foreign aettienieat, we approve the aame and 
will exchange ratincatious aooordingly* 

The *2:kl day of tlie J 1 th month (tf the let jeer ef Gengi (Slat Deeember, 1864.) 
With respect and oeteeui, 

MIDLUNO IDLITMI NO KAlfL 
ABE BIJNGO NO KAMI. 
8UN0 INABA NO KAML 

Ewellency Robert H. Pri^tx, 

Jftaistsr Jissidsal lAs UmiUi8tatiu^ jjaisrwia, 4re*t k^t 4rc* 



No. 8.] JiBOatiqh or tbb Unitbo Statm in Japah, 

Kanagatra, January 27, 1865, 
Sir : * * ■* ^ * It is posBible that the Tycoon will de- 
cide before I leave wLetLer he Anil prefer to tender a port or to pay the money 
for indeioDity ^lud e^Lpeuscs. My impreaaion is that he will not he dispoeed to 
open another port, though it is poflsibfe Simonoeeki, after being oocapiea aa im- 
perial temUnry* may be opened to trade. I have the statistics of the comzneree 
of that port, which show a very large trade, and I shall meanwhile endeavor to 
obtain infonDfttion as to tlie trade of other ports favorably located. 

It may not be impossible for me to remark that I think, even should a port be 
tendered, that a portion of the indemnity agreed to bo paid should be e xac t edi 

The governors for forei^ affidrs bavo replied to a note which I durected Mr.* 
Portman to write, asking mibrmation as to the projects of the expedition against 
Ghoshu, that Bome of them would eomo to iitaa place tA an earlj day to nuiko a 
detailed statement on the subject. 
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The forces of the Daimioa of Kin Sin gathered to enbdue Choshu are sta- 
tioned at Kokwea, on the south side of the straits. The Niphon Doimios are 
•asembled near Kioto; the troops of the Tycoon, 16,000 of whom are armed 
widi rifles and uniftmied and equipped in foreign style, are commanded bj the 
Prince of Matsmai, of the island of Yesso. The whole army is commanded by 
the Prince of Owari, of the imperial family. Choahu will not resist It is diffi- 
cult to hear what has transpired, or, rather, to form a correct judgment, in conse- 
qi^uce of couEicting statements. I am incUued to believe, however, that Mori 
DidBeo, Priooe ot OEoehn, has abdieated, and asmiinedf as Is osnal In meh oases, 
die garb and ^aiaeter of a priest. One of his ministen, descendant of a fol- 
lower of Taico Sama, tnkon the direction of affairs, and the heads of (^!io- 
shn's chief minister and of hve of liis chief retmnerd have been successively Heut 
to Owari, who shakes his head and keeps silence, thereby intimating that atone- 
mmt htm not yet been mode for the saerOigioas attempt of Ohoshn to seise the 
saoed person of the Mikado. This is the cause assigned to the Japanese for 
the crupade against Choehu, not bis hostility to foreigners. 

The best opinion I can form of the probable result is, that Chosliu will be 
shorn of a part of his territory, probably the province of Suoro, uud that, as his 
salnnlssion has been prompt, and his nnmiliation deep, the province of Nagato 
may be ultimately left to his son, now called Magsto, wno* tihough at present, like 
his father, in priestly garb, may be spared to represent the ancient house — older 
than the family of the Tycoon, and, before the rise of his dynasty, supreme iu 
seven provinces of the Mikado's empire. 

This IB said to be the policy of m popvtfid Prince of Satsnma, and may be 
mstsiDed by the other Daimios. The magnitude of the preparations is too 
^reat to warrant the belief" that the expedition will be abanaoned without large 
sacritiee of territory and treasure by the refractory prince. This induces me to 
believe that it is intended to pay the indemnity, and thus provide for it, and 
IsdiMB me to maommend diat hi any event payment of a portion of it ohoidd 
bofs^nired. 

I hvn the hanoK to Jbtt^MrtiraEy mpectfully, your most obedient servant* 

EGBERT H. PRUYN, 

MmuUr RuideM im Japan* 

Son. WnAUM JS. Bmtrvnk 

8iBonimr$(fSiaU, i|b« |ib« ^c; 



Mr. Sewofd to Mr, 
No. 88.] Djspabtmbnt of Stats* 

Sib : Yonr despatdifis Ho. 64, of October 28, No. 65, of October 29, No. 66, 

of November 29, No. 67, of November 29, and your private note of the eame 
date, have been received, and your proceedings as related therein are approved. 

Xonr No. 65 is accompanied by a copy of a convention concluded on the 22d 
of October last between the treaty powers and the Japanese govemment. So 
loon as the original of this instmment ahsU have been received it will be job* 
mittod to the Senate for its consideration with a viawio Its latifieation. 
T am. air* vonr ohediBnt.auvantfe 

WILLIAM H. SiiWAKD. 
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Mr, Prmyn to Mr. Seward, 

No. 9.J Lbqation of the Umtkd States in Japan, 

Kdnngawa, Fthrvary 13, 1865. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have received a letter from the 
ministers for foreign affairs, io which they Btate that they had detennined not 
to tend the embaBSj to the treaty powers, as previously annotinced. 

In my despatch. No. 67, of the 3d September laet, I informed you that the 
cmhaHsy would not go furtln r than Slmnp;hai, tlio appointmont having been 
made only lor tlie purpose ot" guininy; time, by inducing the hostile party to be- 
lieve that the Tycoon had not abandoned the hope of obtaining from the treaty 
powers the concesakm of the eloeing of this port 

The letter of the mhiistcrs for foreign affairs is only of importance aa another 
evidence of the increaped strength of the {]:overn!nent. 

X have the honor to be, sir, very respecttully, your mogt obedient servant, 

BOBERT H. PRL YN, 

Mimitttr Rmdent m JiyHm> 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary ^ Staief Watihingtom, 



Mr. Pruyn to Mr, Seunwd. 

No, 12.] Lbqation of THB United States in Japan, 

Kanagawa, March IG, lbG5. 

»SiR : I have the honor to enclose copies of the minute of a conference re- 
cently held with the Gorogio by her Britannic Mcyesty'a chaxg^ d'af&irea and 
the political agent of the Netherlands, and also of a memorandum auhmitted 
by them on that occasion, and of their letter to me oommnnicating the same, (en- 

closures 1, 2 and 3.) 

Two subjects of common interest were conpidt r* d on that occasion : one, aa. 
alleged attempt to create a government monopoly of silk; the other having 
reference to what they said they felt justified in declnriu<r to he the desire of 
their government as to the filial dif»po8ition of the oMiLMtions assumed by the 
Tycoon in and hy the convention recently concluded with the four powers. 

1 was at Yedo on the day the liritif*h charge d'affaires left fur that city, and 
was not aware of his design to call the attention of the Gorogio to these anb- 
iecta, which Mr. Winchester ^\.u.u-^ was owing to the detention of a letter which 
he sent to the consul general of Holland, then also in Yedo, as^king bim to con- 
sult nie. But on the eve of liis departure for Yedo Mr. Winchet»ter had an 
interview with the French minister, when the latter disavowed any such design 
aa being entertained by himself, and he, therefore, now feds aggrieved at we 
ibrmal presentation of the anbject to the Gorogio after snch disavowal, not only 
as a discorteous act, but as one rather discrediting the sincerity of his disavowal ; 
•when, therefore, the Gorogio unexpectedly declared they had tho right to pur- 
chase silks for sale abroad, and the representativcH of Great Ihitaiu and Hol- 
land had presented their memorandum protesting against the same, it became 
necessaiT for them to obtain the co-operation of their colleagnee, with which 
they bad till tliat time believed they could dispense. The minister of France 
when wait' d 'mi hy tlu'in after their return from Y'edo, condemned their course 
with consideralde warmth, and declined sanctioning the memorandum by hia 
approval. I expressed myself willing to meet my colleagiies and join in a 
memorandnm which ahoald be free from the oljeetiona which I pointed out as 
attaching to the one they had presented. When they Bobaaqnenuy traoBmitted 
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the letter and copies abovo rffcrred to, the minister of France propo?nrl that wo 
should answer the same joiully, though wo agreed iu cunflidering the meinorau* 
dom objectionable io itself, and also in regretting that i^eparate action bad been 
taken I preferred not to do eo» fearing; it might create some sorions difT<'renccs, 
and Tiii<:1it connect mo with personal diiruMilties the iflsue of which I could not 
foreset' and would \>r pwwrrK-H.^ to control. 

I have reaisou to know that, my reprerfculations and mediatiou have tended 
greatly to moderate the reply of the French minister and to soften the asperity 
of feeling which at one time appeared to threaten an intermption of onr hor- 
moiiions action. 

I alr-o enclofse, No, 4, copy of my letter to Afessrs. Winchester and I'olsbroek 
in reply, and No. 5, copy of Lotc verbale of the French minister in reply to 
the same. 

I thought it best not to enter into any extmded diBcupsion of the memoran- 
dum, but will ask my colleagues to join in a note to the Japanese government, 
which slinll be more preci.-»e, and which will not justify the adoption of niea- 
Bures by the Japaueae governuicnt which the reprei^cntatives of Great Britain 
and Holland have inadverteutly conceded it may legitimately adopt, ^uch aa- 
either the direct increase of export and import duties, which is declared to be 
the right of all governments on the indirect increase of the former by the im- 
position of transit dutic?, the exercifc of both of wliit li right." munt be regarded 
as restrained by existing treaties, and to that exltnt LXlinguished. The papers 
transmitted require no further notice. I hope the President will think 1 have 
acted with discretion, and that it was well not to make this sepamte action the 
subject of more serious complaint. My letter was framed with the design to 
permit puch explatuition as mi^ht rc-cstabli.sh harmony, though I was scnsiblu 
it wa^, to yay the least, indi'liaite to fore.^tall the action of the four powers in- 
reference to a convention, which may even now be under consideration. 

I have the honor to be* cir» very rc.-pectfullv, yonr most obedient servant, 

ROBERT H. rilUYX, 
MmitUr Resident tn Japan, 

Hon. William H. Sgwabd, Secretary of Slate, 



No. 1. 

JTn WimekuUr ami Mr. PelOntk to- Mr. PrMgn, 

KaMAOAWA, Marrh 11, 1865. 

Sir: We have the honor to wait on yon with copies of a niinato of what took ji'n<c iit sn. 
interview wo hfn\ with tbo Gorog;io ou the 6th iuslaot, and of a memoranduiu which we 
thought it ri<;iit to present to tlictu, consequent on the reply to onr request for information 
on thf siilijet t to which tiie said uionKnuuumii relates. 

Copies of this doctiment have lieen traasmitteU to oar coUeaguo, the miulster pleuipoteu- 
tiaiy of Pmnce. 

Ikf p-oi i'l iMioiiph tn ri( ri'pt the assitrnnre oT our liigbsst oonidderation, while We have the 
honor U> bo vour luont ubudiout, humble sorvauts, 

CHABLEB A. WINCHESTER, 
fftr BrUannie Mnjr»ty's Cfntri'i Affn'iTc* iu Jopan. 

D. DE GKAEFF V AN rOL.SIiK< )EK, 
Poiitieei AgtiU «iui CougtU GeiurtU of the Ktthetlandt, 
His £xoeUeiicy Pniu jtr P. Pri vx, 

Jlmutttr licsifknt oj lh( I intid Statts. 



No. 2. 

MimU ^ a temftreiue ktU «l Ytdo mHh»6tk Mtrdk, 1865. 

Picfont: Xidsnno Tdlnmi Ko Kami and Suwa InabaKo Kami, minister.<4. nu l SaUui Ilida 
Ko Kami, vice-iniuister, oa the part of the Japanese gooyenimeiit, auU Charts A. Wiu- 

16DC* * 
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Chester, her Brilantiic Msjestj^s charcr^ d*«ffaire9, nod B. d« Graeff ran PolslntMlr, ctmtul 

general niul political n^im of the Nfltu-rlniuls. 

After the usual intfifhtinge of coiiijilinipnts, tlio Hritish charp<> (Tallairos ope Tu d the con- 
fereDCtt by aunonncinp: the return <<t K'ntiicviord Alcock to Jupan, and the ajipruvHl hy 
hif» povcrnnieut of the polit'v pnrsiH'<l liy iiim w 'wh rfpiinl to the ]-au- Japanese nfliirs, which 
iiitfJip'nce was received by tiie ,JnjtHiu>c ii;inisiers «ith mueh upjHHiauce of iuteiest, aud 
hinuirirs wr-re made as to the probaoU; diiri- (»f his return. 

Tlie Hritish charge d'affaires then, while thanking the Jnp-moso nuninters in the name of 
his poveriinient for the enerpetic slops taken by them in briu-^in^ to jnf*tice one of the prin- 
cipals in the ninrdt'r of the two lliiti>li dliit frs at Kniiiaknva, iuqniictV' whether an \ traces 
Lttd beuu discovered of Sakahu-sLi Tugiro, the other assas^iu, to which the mtubter replied 
that Shnidln Seij! must haTe giTeu ft falBe name of hit aocmnplice, na no sneh name as SMta* 
Imshi TxjziiowHs known to them. No efibvt» they said, woold, however, be vpared to dia- 
cover and puui^h this criminal. 

The gola watch sent oat hj the British goTemmnit tor tlv» Prince of Ifatnni^ tot ae i v k ae o 
rf'Tulcri-d to the liritihh barque Kporin was tlu'ii handed over to the Japan ese minister, with 
.'^oiiie a])propriute remarks as to the degree in which the British govenuneut api»reciated tiie 
kind treatment wblcb, on varioiu oceaaiona, had been receired by ahl^wicckea erawa on the 

Japanese slmres. 

Next cimu- ihe Ilalcodate and Xapasaki coniplMinfs, respectinp piivileges enjoyed b_v the 
Chinese in purchasing and exportiiip auati, aud irico, and other important articleflt ^ 'I'^^'b 
could nut be oblain«-d, except with preat dithculty, by the pubjects of treaty powers. The 
for«'ipn representatives ])re.seiit pointed out to the Goropio the injnsfice ot this monopolj" 
wliicli Imd be«'n granted to sulyects of a new treaty jHiwer, and stated that it created cou- 
etaut difficulties and led to an organized system of native soiuggling. The Chinese, thejr 
aaid, were quite as well able to pay for such articles as ther reqnired as other nations. 
"NVhen .Jupaii was opened by the tieuly of Itr't^, tlu ir.i Ic \\ ith llol'aii'l, wlikli bad formerly 
been one of government's, ceased to be so, aud the continuance of a pov<-rniuent contract 
favorable to the Chinese, but prejudicial to all other nations, was totally oiqwi^ed as well to 
the i)rinciple« embotlied in, as to the express provisions of, the tre;iti<^. K'epres« iita!ive8 
present were ready to admit that immediate inieicfts might requite special coubiderutiuu, but 
these would be better provided for out of the produce ut a regular and aotboiixed duty to be 
levied diuinp trniisit of these articles, than by the conttnoanee of a eontmefc opposed to 
sound policy and treaty rights. 

The ministers stated in reply that the matter would be duly inquired^into, and tkatlnatmc- 
tic.ns would be sent to the governors of Ifagaiaki and Uakodate to remoTO their cause of 
complaint. 

Foreign representatives present, wliile declaring themsolveB satisfied with this reply, said 
they bad another and very important subject to bring under the notice of the Japanese gov- 
ernment, and one which they considered of such importance that they now thoupht it tneir 
duty to ask for information l'n»in the Citrofrio. f'ortiiin runmrs. which had caused iiinch dis- 
quietude, htid reached them of a project having been formed for the consignment of large 
quantities of siUc and ova to one marhet hi Europe for the pnrc^iase of vessels, urms, ammu- 
nition. t.V <-. 

The Japanese ministers did not deny the existence of some such nnyect, and said they 
considered that Japan was pcrfe<ftly at liberty to make contracts with any nation for tho 
supply of vessels-of-war, anus, and otlier warlike stiircs, and to pay such contracts by the 
surplus of produce not required lor home coiisuinpiiuii in the same manner as they formerly 
used to deal with the Dutch governmeut. 

Hereupon the Dutch consul peiieral observed that the minister" were in error, inasmuch as 
since the date of tho present treaties Japau had never had any liirect trade with the Dutch 

fovcmmeut; for they must remember, he said, that even for the old contracts remittances 
ad to be made, not in produce but in dollars, through the Dutch Trading Company, aud 
that since the treaties were in operation the trade had bet n piven over to individuals. The 
projects rnniured led to the idea virtually of a monopoly which Japan was going to establish 
iu lavor of one market — a proceeding which he and bis British colleague were bound to op> 
pose. Tho subject was of vital importance for the trade of the subjects of their Majesties the 
Queen aud the Kinp and all other treaty powers, and if tlie Goropio could not pive the as- 
auraucc that such projects were not iu existence, or would not be prosecuted, so as to guar> 
antee the non-recurrenoe of the silk restrictions of 1863 and 1t^, they had no alternative buV 
to refer the nuitter to their resin-ctive p»iver!in;enf s us i!icoi-.>iistent with the riphts acqtiired 
by their subjects under treati<'s. As the time would not allow any lengthened discussion of 
this important point, his British colleague aud himself had, in tlM event of receiving such an 
answer as the above from the Goropio, drawn up a memorandum setting forth tl rir A iews 
upon the subject. The said memorandum, sigued, iu the Dutch language, with u .lui iwic^c 
paraphrase, was then delivered to the first minister, who, in the name of the Goropio, hjih 1 
that ne had perfectly understood what the two foreign representatives present had said, aud 
that they might feel assured that the subject would receive the consideration it deserved. 

It was then sugpested, on the other part, that a governor for foreign attairs .should shortly 
be sent to yokohama, in order to discuss the subject with the foreign miuistera generally. 



Digitized by Google 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 243 

« 

Subsennently the two representatives present infornicfl tlie Gorop^io tbat, thoufrli no instnic- 
ti(»8 bau been receiveU m to tbe convention of October last, they bad be(;a made acquaiuttMl 
wldi the views of their retpective guvemmentfl iw to the alteraative eondhion which left to 

the option <if the Japuno^e goverumm; tlif :Hn^'- of Simnuost-ki, or kouh' other < !i;;il)!c port 
in the iuhind seii, iu heii ot' iuduuinity uioucy, and were juHtitied in etniin^ that thu amiie 
was nnobjectionahle. 

The JrtpHtiew ohKt'n-i d, in reply, that this was a point which rf(|iiiri .1 ci'ti.^nleration, and 
which should be deferred till the return of tb^ two members of th<j liuiogiu who huU beea 
tent \ty the Tycoon on a special mi-Hcion to the Mikado. ' 

In conclusion, tlie two rf-fire.sentativfw pr«.-;. iit remarked that th'- fiino had arrived tnr re- 
^stahlinhinp: foreign lefrations at Yedo, and liwit the g^rernment of the Tycoon was now 
considered 8troD(? enouf^h to remove ail obfltades to the peraaanent reaideuce of foreign di- 
plomatic a^nta in tlie capital. 

The Japanese minister replied, this wa.s another point which they could not undertake to 
discuss nntil the mendMTs of the Gorogio were coniplrii' ; if the message to Kioto was suceess- 
fol, there 8hould, on their part, be uo difficulty iu seultug the question of the foreign lego* 
tione. Repre«entativee were aware that sinoe the past year a g«nd deal had l>een done 
tow*rd» trfUi(|nillizing tin? country, and if the tn-uty power-* would only pivc tlx ni a few 
utuDtluf' more time, order and peace might be suliiciently restored so a<i to utTurd better se* 
curity to the foreign atrents in tne Tycoon's capital. 

Tlio tM iift rcr ri' ( liilod liy the presentation ot Commndnre Montrei(!«or, commanding Priti-^h 
squadron, ami L'oionei iiroMTOe, commandant of the Bi iii>h troops, with their respective stuli'ii. 

As reported by me; MARTIN DOUMEX, 

AtHng Japanetc Secrttarg t» her Britamme Majcttyi's Legalwn* 

Tedi), March 6, 1865. 

Coonteriiigncd by — 

Cii.^KLEs A. Winchester, 

Utr HriUinnic Majf sty's GhargS ^AJfoiinB tM JtflUU 

D. D£ Gkai^ff van PuLbuaueK, 

CmmI GmtnU ami PUkktU Ag9Kt ^ tk» Nttknimia im Jltfom. 

Troe copy : MARTIN DOHMEK. 



No. 3. 
AfsmtfroMimii. 

The mraors winch now prevail with respect to the exi'?tence of an extf'n>i\ e u- >igji for the 
pnrcliase of the raw silk and silk- worms' eegs of Japan, and desuatchiug tht to one piir- 
tictUar market, to lay down funds required for the completion or contracts entered into on 
behalf of the Japanese goyemment in that conntiy, are of a nature calculated to create 
anxiety. 

The!>e rumors have l;een steadily on the increnso, thoiipli tiiey have not assumed such a 
shape as to require the use, iu speaking of them, of individual names; still, trom their cbarac* 
ter and perrfstence, the nndersigned arc justified in applying to the Japanese government 
f 'rpf-neral inforniMfion as to wli< iln r nny projects ot" tin." kind luive been forme ], and tlitir 
Datuxe, becanae, if the Japanese government is not able to assure the undersigned that such 
designs have not been or will be formed, it would be the duty of the undersigned to poidt 
out rtje diHicnltins which such plans are certain to create, and adopt, in doing si^ the 
Weightiest t'orin of remoustranco. 

The silk restrictions of 1863 and ]8r>4, which consisted in the detention of «that article at 
Yedi, were clearly contrary to treaties, which piuvido that (Ait. xiv, IMtish treaty) for» 
eign merchants shall be allowed to trade freely with Jnpanc-o iiuTclmuts iu all lawful axti- 
cies accurdiug to the stipulations in the treaties and the regulations. 

There is not the slightest disposition on the part of the MTidor-'gned to complain of tli»' 
iection by the Japam se govcnmient of any partial country t'"r tl i Mipply of its sf4iri's, tshifis, 
and monitiiui.s ; neither of the bringing ot silk into open markets at Yokohama and the other 
ports is nut interfered with, is there auy objection to the Japuuese government seading home 
silk iust+iid of doHars t<» pay for their contracts. The experienct* <n all commerdal conntries 
proves, beyond doubt, that it n< itliir wise nor piudent in a goveiinm ni to ii aKi- tln niM Ives 
merchants. Whenever a govemmeut is known to Im in the market to buy auythim^, the 
price is sure to rise ; if it wishes to sell, it is e<puilly sure to foil, through ttie tricks or indi- 
vidual merchants, who are always jt iilous of giivvninicnt as t-ompetitois, and never think it 
any sin to tleece them. Hut both governmenu and individuals have to puy for their experi- 
ence, and only learn to abide by true principles when they find it is more costly to deviate 
from III. Ill to adhere to them. 

But thi.s is not what the reports point to ; tliey mean a repetition of the restrictions of tlK >o 
last years, namely, that the native merchants are not to be allowed to bring their silk to 
TokobaiM till thej have first sold as much as the govetiunent wants at a lower price. Now 
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till? is ."imply a repetition of the .silk re.>itnctions of and T^OI, Avith the piiifrlo ■liffi rencc 
ibat ita eftcct i» to create » total or |iartial muuopol/ in iavor of Ihe cuuutgr to which the 
«itk in destined. 

Til . tV( ( t on tlie mcrcliiintR of oflicr foroiirTi routitries pefflorl in .Tupan is tin* muw. Tliore 
14 uit lix-e umrket lor the purc-hatie of nilk to »Uii-h the Jajiaiutic tratK r:< arc pciniittnl to bring' 
produce, ou payoient of tne ciistonmry and ri'jrular transit dues. Tii«* jiric^ of any Kilk which 
is tlicii hronpht into the imrket i«! hei'.'lifciu il. Ix ransf the siip]ily Ims IxM-n diminished in. 
projiortiou to the amount of the qiumtit^' brought through this furr» il rt-duction, 

Naturally, if, att<T the comnmnieation of the views of the undcrHigned, tbejfind trom se- 
tual e.Niierit'nee that there is a repetition of the re.strietious aUudttI to, the government of tlio 
(^Mu'on nu'l King will look to that ot tin- Tyi-oun for exjilauntion of designs which proveut 
British and Dutrh suhjeets from trading iu the open mark«>t!4 provided by treaty. On sttdk 
a point they will make no quontion with any other party than the Tycoon's guvernment. 

But there is another point of -view in which it is the duty of the nndersif^ned to invite a 
conHideiution of these projects as ruiinirt'd, which appear to them to rest ou nu niisounJ 
basis, and they believe are supported by false arf^umeuis. It is said there would he pre- 
«tininl>1y greater profits on Japanese produce if consifnied abroad for tale, in fortherance of 
. dt sign.s. and not - 1 in .lapau. Why h); ri.M imt .Iiiiian, th'-refore, keep to her.-eif tlie 
urotit that lies between tiiu foreigu purchaser of the »ilk iu Yokohama aud the laanutacturer 
m-tho foreigiB country 7 

This \< true in a A%ay, but not in the manner represinited. 

If the 'i ycriiin'.s guvL-rnnient were to eiuoiirugo Japane.^e merchants and commercial agents 
to settle abroad in tlie great marts of tlie world — as l^undon, Paris, Manchester, Lyons, Am- 
sterdain. Hamburg, New York, Ac — iln ie to ri-eeivo the produce of .Tap:i!i on consignment, 
aud tlience send back as returns siu h uiti; U-.s us are wauttnl, and, when .loIJ in Japan, will 
£»teb a profit, the protit both ways would be saved, minU8 the outlay involved in these foreign 
Japanese mercantile establishments. Nothing would give the govcnnnents of their Mujvs- 
tie.<» the Queen and King greater pleasure than to witness such a step on the imrt of the gov- 
ernment of the Tycoon. Already nave numerous youths from the e.-»tates of the Tycoon and 
the princes b^en sent to Europe for instruction iu sciences aud arts. Why not send abroad 
the sons of Japanese merchants and commercial B|?ent8 also to be instracted in the countings 
houses of the.-e great trading cit'is, and u!"ti i \s .]> t'..;;i in these countries rslabllshmenta 
of their own 7 Such a stop would be, indeed, the true reunion uf Japau to the world. 

Bnt the mere consignment of whole or part of the available produce not required for con- 
KUnijition in Jjijmn to one foreign mart will not secure a iilgher price. The essence of liifrb 
price is competition. There arc iu i'ukolmma merchants ir»m KugUnd, rrance, HuUauU, 
Switzerland, Germany, America, competing keenly with each other, face to face, with equal 
or greater number of .TMpam^r merehauts ; whereas, if a paitlenlar nia ki-t V>e!onging to onoi 
uf llie.*.e uation.s is clioseu, liie coiupelitors are iu ert'ect lesiricU.'d to one section of the tiix or 
seven now to be found in Yokohama, so far us the side w hich wiU eonespond to the foreign 
pide of the Yokohama market in eoncerneii, while the Japanese side must, as things now 
stand, be entirely represented by foreigu agency. The eniim-nt statesmen who govern .Japan 
will, if they weigh such considerations, liave no difbculty in arriving at the conclusion that 
the best market for Japanese produce is to be found in submitting it to the greatest amount 
of competition. It is oy steadily adhering to tnie commercial principles that the financial 
opci atioii,- of n governnu nt an- best conducted. Kveiy gove-rnment does wi.-ely, without 
fureigu iuterference, tole\y Mu h steady aud equitable luxes ou its exports, iuipoils, and 
prodttce as are requisite to supply ttie wants of the state, but the sudden creation of monopo- 
lies, and the impo-ition of r«siru-tionH to ettVct i>a; t'.fulur objects, is wa>:t !i;l and iininovii 
dent ; a nation may be great aud powerful lor other icu^sous iu spite ot tiiuui, but never by 
reason of them. 

y CHAKLKS A. WINCHESTER, 
Her Bfitonnie Jihrjr,<tii'9 Charge iV Affair et in Japan. 
1). Hi: (iKAKFF VAN rOLMiHUEK, 
Consul General and tulUicul Agent of tht A'etktrland» in Japan. 



No. 4. 

Mr, Prmgm to Mr. fTinehtttr md Mr. Vuu PUAroek. 

Legation op thb United States in Japan, 

Kanagatca, March 14, ]&(>5. 

r.PNTI.F.MEN : I have the honnr to acknowledge the rri eipf of your joint h'tfer of the I llh 
iti,s;ant. with its enclosures, consisting of a minute of what took place at your recent coufer- 
tnee with the (iorogio, and of a memoiatidum which on that oceusion you presented to them. 

The rniiiors to which yon therein ret«-r had not cscajn d my iu>tice, but the project m Inch 
they indicated %va8 so manifestly iu violation ol eJLi^tiIlg Ucutits, and so iucupuble of execu- 
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tion, as to have failed to ioduoe me to seek a coaforeuce with my colleagues, much ]e«s luuko 
it tlie subject of a formal note. IniiderBtood yoti, however, to !>a v, when von Terbally commft- 

nicntod tu nie the rt'sultof your coiiti ri iuc, tlint tlify hiul ;i> tant-.l sudi >ilmpe and cone.istencjr 
aa uut to permit you to ptun^ theui by uuDotic«d. 1 should uui have bi eu indi.spogedf therefore! 
ia eanjunction with my colleaprueg, to have msde tbem the aabjei-t uf a joint memorauduin, 
in which \\o should have deolnn '! t'> the jHj>anc«'e frovprntiirnt that the tr<*atie8 (■nnt»'iin«lat' d , 
only trade between the citizens uini subjects of the ditfcrent powers, and that nuj gu\ern- 
meotal interferenoe, either I)y a piirclui^c oi' the MirpliM products of the country or any park 
of them, or by prevcntin<r tiieir reachinp^ the open ports, or l)y sending them beyond thoso 
ports, would l>e justly re{;ardi-d as an infraction i<f liiose treaties. 

The »i^7ial succi'ss which has attended the cordial co>operalion of the reprei«*utativei» of 
the four powers in matters of oommon interest induces rao to refrrct that there should have 
been ao interruption of joint artion« which I am di.ipoaerl, however, to attribute rather to the 
?iU'M< nin sx <if vi.ur il( t< i !niii,ilii>n wliili- in ^'<'(!(i ;.i m i ]; tim interview, tlian to uuy want of 
couilejiy to ^our colleagues, or of dusiro to obtain thoir cuucurreuce. Apart from the necessity 
of manifesting to the Japanese government tho continuance of this purpose of concerted 
a«-iinTi, I rt-gret it the iiinr** us it ilcprivf-* nic of an npportunity of JOiirE^esting- nn inip«irlriut 
iiiuditication of yuurincniumnihuu, to which I directed your attention at our intervii-w imme- 
diately on yonr return f :<>n\ Vi do. I canuotadmit *^tnat thereis noobjecUon to the Japnnose 
{rovt-muRMit scndiri;'- iihi. . i-l vilk to pny fur store?, ships, and munitioiv*>'* The Jup»in«-se 
government would nt-ct ssarily be the sole judge of the extent to which such right shouhJ bo 
exercised. Mv objection extends to the principle* and any violation of it should meet with 
immediate and strong remoiistrnnce. I was not aware till after the K-i r-jit uf your letter tint 
vou ha<l made the convention of October liiHt the subject of auy remuik at that iiitci vievv. 
In the ab»<encp of any de.s])atches from mv governmeDt sinoe therecMpt of the convention in 
th» United i>tate>«, I aia unable to siir what it8 decision or preference will be if the altema* 
tiv© of some eligible port shall be offere«l for the acceptance of the fonr powers. I caunot 
duiilit, however, that our governments, wlien the proper tmie arrives, will act in concert after 
full consultation. While disposed to interpret jour remarks at the recent conference to be 
such as it was declared to be by the convention — the establishment of bctt«r relations with 
Japan, and not the receipt of money — I would Imve siiLTcrestfMl and counselled, had oppor- 
tunity been afforded, that no coniuiuuicatiou bhould have been made in reference thereto, in 
the ai).<x>ncv of positiTe instructions, until the lepresentatives of the four powers were able to 
unite ?h< n 'Ui. • 

I einbnu e this opportunity (o renew the assurance of my desire to cultivat*^ and maintain 
tmimpHlred that perfect accord on the part ot the re(»ie<iMitativ»'s of the tr« a:y powers which 
hiLs bet-nso happily ehtalilished, and whicli has been jnoilnctivf of so inuchgood, as most ntr"-''- 
nble to my own wislies and the instriictious of tla- I'u sideiit of tlie United iStatcs, and as the " 
best se(Mii ity for the preservation of our common treaty rights. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient servsnt, 

ROBERT H. riiuvy, 

JfittMter ReriiiU ^Uu VniUd 8Uite$ im J*f, 

Messrt. Cjias. A. Wixciik.ster, 

Her Britnnir Mnjesty's Chnrai d" Affaire*. 
D. DF. Git AT 1 1 Van Polshkokk. 

i^oiuiaU Ageut and C'onstU dcneral oj the Netherlands, 



No* 5« 

LNoto v«rh«le.~TranBkt{on.] 

Lkuation op Fraxce ct J.\PAy. 

Tho nndersipned has the honor to ackno^Tlrd;x<^ the rereipf of the joint letter, (lafe<l the 
11th ilurcii, aiidressed to him by Mr. Winchester, charge d'affaires of lu r liritunnic Ma- 
jt'>ty. and Mr. I)e (.Jraetl van Polsbroek, political agent and consul general of his Majesty 
the King of the Netherlands, transmitting copy of minute of their conference with the Go- 
r« L'io. and of a memorandum which tliey have deemed proper to present to them. 

The undersigned has already verbally expressed to Messrs. Winchester and Do Graeff van 
Polsbroek, when they came to communicate to him the object and the result of their proceed- 
ing widi the Gorogio the painful feelings which he experienced when learning that his col- 
leagues hud acted without h!iii in a matter \\hich interested him personally. It was. indeed, 
publicly known that the rumors taken for basis of the memorandum addressed by them to 
the Oorogio dearly and solely pointed to France and Its representative* wbo^ it was said, 
bad induced tiia JapanoM gsnrammeok to send all the silk of Japan to tlie market of Lyons, 

A c^, A:c. 

The undersigned will not repeat, now, Us opinions on tlds subject, but contents himself 
vrith submitting the followinrr ir-inarhs to his co!!e:i;::nes : 

The representatives of America, Eugiand, France, and Holland, having 8uccee<led in 
eftobUifaiaf aoioog thanualTSi a porfiMst undentanding, which has so poweifuljoontrtbnted 
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to improve our political and coihiik icial .nltuatUmin Japan, and liariug cnf^ap '] iliem-riv^s 
to :t( t ill concert each t'inii> thnt the p>neral interesto of (he foreign nntion!4 bhall I"- tlii«>at- 
fii«'il liy nu aMiios oniAimtiiig' from the Japanese povcrnmf'nt. tlir undfr.si|^iii-ii think.-* \ht\i 
botli hij* «.Hiliei»j;ue», Mf^srs. \Vinch»-stt>r and De tiraeti" vau i'ubbro«k, nii^iit havti cMiiie to 
an understanding with him previous to writing the memonuidiiin which they pre><eut«d to 
the Gorogio on the Hulijcot of a Question so pmntedly connected with the interests of the 
respective citizens and subjects of the four power* above named. 

Tk-r Brilnnnic Majesty's charge d'aft'aires and the political agent of his Majesty the Kiujr 
of the ^'ethorlauds, would then have convinced themeelvee that not ouly does the uudur* 
eipicd consider any commerciat operation on the part of the Japanese government as op- 
l»>i>( <1 til tlif sjiii i: aiiil the letter ol tlie tn-aties and of international laws, but also thut he ilid 
not admit, as his colleagues have admitted in their mcmorauduiUf the right of the said gov- 
ernment to send silk Abroad in exchange for arms and mnnitions which it magr have pur- 
ebased there. 

The commercial interests which the undeisigued is sent to protect require that the Japan- 
e.se govonitnent shall absolntelj abst^n from Buy oonunereiu act whatevifr, either directijr 

or iiniirectly. 

Tiie uudersigneil cannot explain the reply of the Gorogio, according to the minute written 
hj his oolleagnes, in any other manner than as a misun*lerc>tandingor an error of translation, 
on many occasions, and receutly again he has liad similar commercial questions to discusi» 
iritli tlic Gorogio or their envoys, and never has he been able to trace, in their reidies, the 
slightest indication of ind ntions ou their part audi as are attributed to them. 

The spread or the maintenanoe of such errors might affect the character of the representa> 
tive of France, and he, therefore, considers it a duty to cdl, withoat delaj, for a special 
statement ou this subject on the part i f tli.- <U>r.iirio. 

The undersigned also believes that Messrs. iJe Gracff van Folsbroekaud Winchester migiit 
have omitted, jointly and officially, to discuss with the Gcmo^o the qneetion relating to tno 
war indemnity granted by tln^ ,laji:i;i' ^ ' f:roverninent to Lnglatid, France, America, and 
HoUaud. This ipiustion having been the subject of a couventiou signed by the representa- 
tives of those four powers, it seems more natural to the undersigned not to dlseiiss it with the 
Gorogio until after a tnutual untltTstumling of the said ri jtresentiitlvcs. 

it is thus with prolouud regret thut the undersigned now states fai'ts which would bo of a 
nature to affect the good uniwrstaudiug which, uutil now, ha.«i subsisted between the repre- 
sentatives of the fotir prfwers, if he had not, while dismissing any inipressiou of prrsoual 
feeling, resolved upon nmintainiug unimpaired the uuity wltich is the essential conditinu of 
the strength they must oppose to tne mtnetivo tendencies of the Japanese government. 

Yokohama, March 14, 18G5. 



JIfr. Pruyn to Mr, Seward* 

No. 16.1 Lkgatio.\ of tub United States i\ Japa.n, 

Kamagawa, April 24, 1865. 

Sir : I hare tlie Lonnr to enclose a copy of a letter received from the minbter 
for foreign affairs, in which it is annt>nT]ced that bis IfajeBty the Tycoon does not 

think it expedient to avail bimeelf of the privilege conferred by the convention 
of tendering Simonoseki, or some eligible port iu the inland 8e<a, in lien of 
the indemuity which h.^ therein agreed to pay to tbe foiur powers. (Enclosure 
No. 1.) 

A similar commnnicatioii was at tbe same time addressed to my colleagnee ; 

but aa tbe representatives of England and Holland had announced to the Jap- 
anepp ^vemment lliaf their f^ovemrnenU? preferred tli;it anotlior jiort elioiild bo 
opined, and tbe mini-^ter of France had been in8tructt!d that the government of 
bid Imperial Majesty thought it butter that the pectuiary indemnity bhoulJ bepaid» 
it was not thougbt we eonld frame a reply in which all coold nnite, I therefore 
transmitted a letter to the Gorogio, of which I send copy, (cncloBnre No. 

As by the terms of the cotivention it wa?* entirely optional with the Tycoon 
to open a port, and aa the eiVect of the decision was to make the ohligatioii to 
pay the indemnity abaolute, it appeared to me that it was advisable to ofler 
to reeeive the first instalment at tbe time named, as it was understood that the 
money was already in the treasury and appropriated for that purpose. I there- 
fore suggested to ber Britannic Majesty's cbarj;^ d'aiairea that it would not be 
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ueoDSUti-Tit with his duty, tinder tlie letton he hud received deciaring the pre- 
ference of her Brltaniue Majesty's government, to unite in receiving tlie. money 
provided the Japanese government paid it, with the UMiL rstandin;; that such 
receipt should not be understood as committing our governineiits to the ex- 
teusioQ of the times of payment of the remaining instalments. We therefore 
had a e«>iiferenee and agreed to make that proponition ; whereupon I addressed 
a letter to the Gorogio, of which I cnelose copy, enclosnre No. 3» which corre* 
aponds substantially with the reply fent in by each of ray colleapni '^- 

You. will see the goverumeut wish an exteu-ion of the time of jiuyini nt of the 
second iustalment, leaving it only to be iui'entMl, uol expren^^ed, that tlie re- 
maining instalmenta will be hereafter paid agreeably to the tenae of the con- 
vention. Hut they make no promise to do so, and ic is more than probable that 
if tliis extension be g^nted similar ( (Toifs will hf inndc to extend the time of 
payment of the other iustalmentH, which will jirove an embarrassment to tr.ide 
for several years. I concur with my colleagues iu the opinion that no suck ex- 
tension* should be granted. 

I have the honor to bct sir, respecCfnllj, yotur most obedient sen ant, 

KOBEET H. P&UYN. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secrctarj/ of tStaU^ igc.^ ^^r., Ifr, 



[No. 1.— TmnslMlidn. ] 

In order to armngt^ tho diBiculty caused bj tbo ho»tUo act« of Mori Dalzen ajrainst the 
«K!p« of various powem, an a<n-e«ineiit wsn entered into by ns with the representatives of the 
trt .iiy [.iiwern on tlic •.'■.'<I nT the 9th riioiith, (Ocfobcr "J",', l"^') !,) providinj; tbat in view of the 
muiuul interests of tho guvcrnincntH intcrtuiti'Uf it is o|itioual to open Stmonufleki or another 
port in the inland sea, or to )>Hy a snm of money at indemnity, as itated In that written in 
•tmtnent. 

AfuT having fully takt-n tin- pivscut M<at»- of thiuprs in our covmtry into due considt ration, 
we have come to th«_> i-onclusiun that the opoiiing of a new port is not only undesirable, in 
Tien of our internal affaiis, bat that it would al^o be attended with ioeonvenienoe for the 
ievi tal jiowers. 

The rt'al cause ■which involved the friendly intaceounte b*"twecn the two conntries in groat 
diffiruUifs is the action of Mori Dtiizen ; the money of the indemnity tlierefore Hhuuld Im; de- 
manded of tiim; but a« one of the Dtiimios of our country, it is iuipos-nible to allow him toen- 
tcr into negotiation on tlio subject with the Mveral powen, andhenoeooT government waa 
compelled to assome the responsibility. 

It a port be opened instead, the inoimvinifnoe of both eooDtrieii will iaereaae twofold, and 
therefore, aft<.'r niatnre deliberation, we have decided to choOM the latter alteniative, to wtt, 
thepaymieut of the iudemuity. 

llie Cborini diffienltj is still unsettled. Tel one portion of the snm of Isdemntty to be 
paid in six instalments shall !»« delivered in the ()th iimnth of this year, (Aujjust, 1HI"»,) and 
ta.'caiise this Cfaoshu difficulty ha<? not yet bceu disposed of, it is desirable that f < r tho pay- 
ment of tiie balance an ext*-usion of one year be granted, and it \% proposed that the aeeood 
instalment be paid in ttu titii inonthof nestyetr, and further pejmeitt^ as provided by eon- 

Vention, from the la>t naine<l <iate. 

Aiyoii are w< ii acqiminted with the state of afliito fai OUT ooontiy, we do not doubt that 

JOU will fully comjjly with our desire. 

btated, witii roaix-ct uuU e^toeu), tiio lUlh day of tbo 3il month of the 'Jd veur of Gcngi, 
(April Sv 1665.) 

MIDLUNO IDLUMINOKAML 
8U\VA IN ABA NO KAML 

Hii Eacellency RoBF.RT IT. rutiv.v, 

MimxUar RuidttU qf ike Vmited Slates of America, S(c., SfC, Sfc 



No. 2. 

Mr. Pruyn to the Gorofrio. 

• I^GATION OF TUE UNITED STATES IN JaPAS, 

Kamagnica^ April 8, 186S. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the nceipt of your ezoetteaeies* letter of the 10th day 

of tip :'.<! mouth, C.'ith iristiiTit. ) 
It anuoimces that tbu govorumeht of his Majesty tho Tycoon has, after mature dulibcra- 
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tion, dfcitlftl lint to teiuTrr Simriiio^t Ki, or some other eligible port in the lalaod Sea, IbUmi 
of the iiuii iiiiiity, tlif ri^'lit ul uliicli wuij icsi-rved by the late coiiveiitiuij. 

Your excrlleiicies theret'oro propose ti* pny the first iiistuiiiiciit ot the indeniuity in the Gth 
moDth of the year, the second instHluieut iu the 6tb mouth of next year, and the tour remain- 
inir instftlmenu at intervals mbnequent to the second payment, as provided by couveutiuu, 

Sutlii-it lit tioie baa nut i-hipsoil to enuble lue to receive instroctioiis on the sul^ect of the 
couveutiuu fnim my goveruuieut and to learn its iirel'ereuces. 

I feel BMured, however, it would have cheerfully accepted a new port in lien of all or part 
of the indfuinity, hw] surh been the wish of the .laifuin-*- frovcrnmtiit. 

I hiiieereljr hope that the decision which has been made, fuunded, as it is, on a more intimate 
kno^Yh of the commercial and political reUtimw of the several parts of the Empire with 
eacli oilier, itkiv be ^uvh ns c u'.>M,inted to jmprovo tho lelations With the treatjr*poweny 

and lo ioMire internal pence and litiuijuiiiity. 

Meanwliilf 1 nhall transmit to mj govemment a copy of the letter of your excellenciea. 
On tlic arrival of inatruclious from our r»'H])ective governments, the ministers of ihe lonr 
powers will be in u position to take your excellencies' letter into full and friendly considera- 
tion, and give ^uch ani^wer as may be in our poweTi astoyoui propoaal to extend Uiepay* 
ment of the balance of the indemnity. • 
With rcbpect and esteem, 

KOHKRT H. PRUYN, 
ilimister Reside nt of the United StaU$ in Jofam, 

Their Excellenciea the MiNiSTiRfl or Fokbiox Affair:^, Sic., Sic, Vcrfe. 



No. 3, 

Mr, Prugn to ffta Gengio. 

Legation op the United States in Japak, 

Kfinatrntcdf April 17, I^(T>. 

In continuation of my letter No. 30, in relation to your excellenciea' auuounceuient, that 
the government of his Majesty the 'l ycoon had resolved to pay the indemnity agreed on 
by the couvciitiun of October 1S»1, rcnonnciiin;^ the ri^'ht n-i ived tlieu in to tender in 
lieu there»»f an open port, it becomes my duty to inlorni your excellencies, that at a recent 
conference between my colleagues and mycert we anived at the following conclosions, which 
honnonize with tlni>-e ci'ntainod in nsy srii'i Ii tti r No. 30, (enclosure No. '2.) 

The decibiou ot his Aiajesly the Tycoon becomes now a part of the couveutiou, and has 
the efiiBct to make the obligation lo pay the indemnity abHolute. 

The representatives of the four piiwcrs will therefore be prepared to receive the tlr<t instal- 
ment at the lime mentioned bv vour excellencies, but onlv on condition that tiich m t ipt 
shall not Im; considered as binding their respective goverunients to the extension of the tinso 
lixed for the payment of the reuaiuiug iustalmenta. The itudersigued would bo authorized, 
with his colleagueR, to accept the further instalments as they successively become due under 
the convention. Tlif convention having doultth -.s b. fore this been ratilied by the powiis, 
parties thereto cauuut be changed by their rcprejuutatives. They must therefore make known 
year excellencies* wishes to their respective governments for their decision. It will be com* 
petent if they sliull decide, in a friendly spirit, to ciunitl} "n win 1, or in [mrt the request 
of his AJajcsty the Tycoon to proposo such eijuivalcm advantages as may hu regarded as 
necessary and just. 

Animated by tin ii;"^f fricinlly iiiinn-iits, T have trananiittetl a copy of yrmr excellencies' 
letter to my goveruuient, whu li \n ill, ut un early day after an interchange of views with the 
govemmenta of Great liritain, 1 laiicc, and the Netherlands, give instiuotiona to ita Fepre* 
' aentatives, corresponding with the decision at which they ahali ardVe. 
With ics^H;ct oud Cbleeui, 

R0I5ERT n. PRUYN, 
Slinister Ilesident of the L'nilrd Stoles in Jafan* 

Their Excellendcs the UimsTERS OF Foreign Affairs, ^c, Sfc, Yedo. 



Mr, Pruyn to Mr, Seward, 

« 

No. 21.) IjBoation of the Umtrd States in Japa.x, 

Kanagaira, April 28, 1SG5. 

Slit : It ha.s lonp^ l>oon ntiy opinion, m you are aware, that internal troublo.'? 
iu tbe empire are occac^ioucd by the 8trug<^los of the Dairnios to share in tlio 
profits of foreign trado, nov wholly monopolized by tbo Tycoon, aud I havo 

* • 
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roMon to Velieve that the true Beotiments of tHe Daimios, if not sjstematieally 
iai:^repre8ented hy this goTemimmt, are at least withheld from our know- 
ledge. 

The Prince of Satsuma, once rcpreeeuted to bo the head of the Sako or 
anti-foreign party, is now known to fvrot an extended trade. I believe Bnck 
has already been his preference. When Nagasaki was only open to a very 
restricted trade with Holland, Satsuma imported largely from China through 
bis princely domain, the Lew Chew i^^lands. The hifjhest-priced and moat 
largely^ used cotton fabric is called Satsuma, partlj mauutactured in and partly 
received through his dominions. 

Letters from Nagasaki now represent it as undoubtedly true that Choshn was 
equally favoraMc to an anlari^cd trade with foreigner)^, and is determined to par* 
ticipate in such trade, even il r-ltlij^cd to do bo clandestinely. 

These letters are simnlv cotitirm ilni v of what we have otherwise learned of 
big purpose, and every iJaimio iu Kin Sin and JSikoku, save one, openly advo- 
cate tho immediate opening of ports hi the Inland Sea. 

The portB now open are in imperial territory, where the retainers and mer* 
cbant.3 of Daimios are euhjoct to arbitrary arrests. Toppino SMp:onoti, one of 
Sat8uma*8 phyficinn?, ha?* been conliiied in priiAon nearly three ye ir.i, because a 
letter was found in bis poeseesion from a foreign merchant to bis Daimio, advo- 
cating the policy of trade with foreigners. 

At Oaacca, the Daimios of the empire enjoy privileges of trade* secured to 
them by ancient laws and cnstnm-?, which would enable them to meet tlie for- 
eign merchants on a footing' of f:^ront equality with the Tycoon. The many 
vexatious rc8ti*iction8 ou trade which can be maintained in the now open ports 
wonld be loosened in that city, and another advantage, equally important, can 
be only secured in that oonmiercial centre of theempure. The great merchants' 
and the bankers can be met face to face. Here, irresponsible men are the fac- 
tors. Advrinces cannot be nafely made on produce to be delivered. Lnri^o 
sums have thus been lost. At (Jsacca they could be safely made, if needful, 
and with the enlargement of trade at this great entrepot of manufactured goods 
snd native produce, attended as it will be by more intimate relations with a 
, bi tter cli\ss of Japanese, a more friendly feeling will prevail, and greater secu- 
rity be obtaitu'd for life atul prnporty. 
f I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your mo5:t obedient servant, 

IlOliERT H. PllUYN. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Seerefary iff State, ^ SfCp ^ 



Mr, Portman to Mr, Seward. 

• No. 27.J X^GATioN OF TUB Un.ited Statks IX Japax, 

Kanagatva, May 16, 1865. 

Sir : It has been officially announced to me that, at an early day, his Maj- 
esty the Tycoon wUl leave Yedo to place himself at the head of the army 
which is to act against the Prince of Choshn. 

In view of the profound peace which has nnintermptedly prevailed in Japan , 
for more than two centuries, tho Tycoon's pnvernment declared that th^y i'At 
dispoi»ed to deal leniently with the Prince, and facilitate by every «ueuii3 hia 
tetuni to his allegiance; but hi.s recent proceedings led to the suspicion that he 
had met widi some support It was at first believed that Oboshu would comply, 
instead of which his resistance is now more marked than ever. Prompt action, 
Imd. then fore, b'-en resolved upon to carry out the sentence by which he is to 
be shorn of ail power hitherto poBsesscd. 
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The Tycoon's government felt confident of the result of tliis militarj expe- 
dition, ami addf (1, f liat, wlien tlieir internal ditlicuhics shall have been di:»po.-»ed of, 
it will he easit r JaitlifuUy to observe the treaties and cultivate frieodljr re- 
lations with the treaty powers. 
I have the honor to be> but, verj re^peetfollj, jouv moet obedient seiraiiti 

A. L C. PORTMAN, 
Charge d*AJairt» ad inUrim ui Japan, 

Hon. William II. Seward, 

ticcrclary of Utal;, Wa^hiugtan, 



Mr, Partmam to Mr, Seward'. 

No. 32.] Leuation of tub LMthd Statbs in Japan, 

Yedo, Jme 9, 1865. 

Sib : I hare the honor to transmit herewith, No. 1, tranelation of a letter 

from the minister of foreign afiairs, informing me of tlic departure, thiB.dayt of 
the Tycoon, for the purpose of ])lacing him.^elf at the bead of his tamj, which 
is to supprep.-^ the reb» llion of the Prince of Clioshu. 

This army is to eather contiugcDt forces from various Daimios ou the way» 
and, on arrival on the scene of action, it is estimated, will ftilly master one hun> 
4red thousand fighting men. 

There appears to be mikch uncertainty in regard to the altitude of pev- 
ernl Daimion in the vicinity of Nagato, who^e position as yet i.** not piifficiently 
defined; but there appears, also, to prevail an impression that the prcr*ence of 
80 large a force will, by itself, be found sufficient to overawe not only the Prince 
of Ohoshn, but also such other Daimios who are now more or less wavering in 
their allegiance, and that the solution of aU internal difficulties is liow near at 
an end. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yotir most obedient t-ervant, 

A. L. C. POUTMAN. 
Charge d^AJfairee^ad imterim in Japan, 
Hon. WiUJAM H. Sbwabd, ^ i(e„ Sfc, . 



• The Gorogio to Mr, Forlman. 

A. li. C. FoUTMAir, Esq., 

Chargi iTAffeim of the United States of A 

W« have to inform you that to-morrow, the JOtb day, (Oih June,) his Majesty tho Tycoon 
will leave Yedo by land, for the purposo of punishing the Prince of Nagatu and 8uwo, and 
that Biingo No Kami, Stnvo Nu Kami, and Satsibana Idinmo No Kami will leave at the 
same time, in his Majesty's suitet 

Stated, with reraea uid esteem, the l&th day of the 5th mootli of the let year of K. U., 
(8tb Judo, 186&,) 

MIDLUNO TOLUNl NO KAMI. 
ABE BUNOO KO KAMI. 
MAT8UDAIBA 8UN0 KO KAML 



Mr, Portman io Mr, Seward. 

No. 33.] liKOATION OF THK UnITBD StATBS I.f JAPAlf, 

Yeda, Jmne 10, 1865. 

Sir : As soon as intelligence was received here that the Pr< ?ident had ap- 
rov< (1 the Pacific Mail Sreamship Company hill, I nnited with the minister of 
Vance and cliargr d'atVaireM of Great Britain in aj)plyin{^ to this government for 
a lot of land suitable for a coal dc|)0t for each of the three eteauuhip companies. 
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It 18 expected that, at an early day, the French company of the Measageries 
Imperiale.s will, like the British Peninsular and Oriental Steantthip Gompany* 

make Yokohanifi the tomiiniis of their line. 

I have now the honor to inform you that I rocciveJ a letter from thie govern- 
ment to tlic effect that the governor of Kauagawa has been authorized to grual 
a lot for that purpose. 

I am aware that oar Pacific Mail Steamship Company ia not expected to go 
into operation bt foro l^G7,butin viow of the increaj^ing prosperity and commer- 
cial importiuice of Yokohama, a suitable lot might not then be procurable, 
except at a heavy outlay. 

I hope yon wul be pleased to approve of my action in this matter. 

I have the honor to be, air, toit leipectfiilly, yotir mo!*t oh* dit nt servant, 

A. L. C. PORTMAX, 
Charge d'.^airc* ad interim in Jajtan* 

Hon. William II. Sbwahd, 

Secretary/ of State, Watkingtoti, 



Mr, Pcriman to Mr, Seward, 

No. 35.] Legation op the Um i ed States, 

Yedot June 20, 1865. 

■ 

8iB : I have the honor to transmit, herewith, Ko. 1, copy of a letter firom 
herBritanme Majesty's efaar^*; d'afTain^H, and No. 2, copy of my reply, hi ref- 

erence to the atrocious assassination of Mr. Lincoln. 

The extreme fiendij*hues8 of that deed, and of the nffnck on yourpelf, par- • 
alyze« the judgment, and I can only pray that you may have entirely re- 
eovered. 

I have the honor to be, sir, yeiTvespeetfiilly, your most obedient servant, 

A. L. 0. POIITMAN, 
Charge d*4ifaire» ad interim in Japan, 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, Washington. 

(For enclosore No. 1 see Appendix, separate volome.) 



No. 2. 

Mr, Portmam to Mr, Wituhe^ler, 

LsoanoK or tbk Ukmn States in Japaw, 

Jmne 20, 1865. 

8m; I bare the honor to ac^owledge tbe reception of yonr letter of yeKterdar, express 

Intr tlic soiitiineiits of profound pain niid rc^^ret which, in voiiuiion with all En<,'lislimi'ii in 
jjapau, yuu felt at the iutullig^nce of the atrociouH assajtsiuatiuu uf ^Ir. Lincoln. I »Lall 
tnuiainit a copj of your commanieation to my provemment. 

Expri'ssiDns lik<- those, of the cnoriTiify of the crime committr'l, nnd the imnioii'sity of iho 
loss .•(ustftinc'd, will l>«' received, in tln-ir alliictidu, by the jw^ople ol the Uuitod Slates in the 
Mine Fpirit in which they are tendered, and cannot fail, under Prorldenca, to eoutlibute ia 

cementing thust> feeiin^n of prnd will which 1 •incMpely tnut and pnj may fimver sabsiU 
between our respvctivu counirio«. 

I have the honor to be^ yonr most obedisot sflfraot, 

A. L. C. PORTMAN. 
Charff^ d\4fmire$ ad interim of the U. S. in Japmm, 

Cbarlf.s a. Winchester, r.-^q.. 

i/«r Brilammie Majttff't Ckargi d'AJfrnirt* ad interim ia Jcjnim. 
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Mr. Fariman to Mr. Seward, 

No. 36.J Lboation op tbk Ukitbd States in Japan* 

Yedo, JtMe 24, 1865. 

Sir: I Bave the honor to transmit herewith. No. 1, copy of a memorandum, 

Bigned on the 21st instant by the repref«ent iti\ ( of tin* i\niv powers, who, in 
September last, adopted the policy of noj^ening the Inland ."^i a. closed against 
foreign vessels by the aggressions of tlio Prince of Choshu, at 6imouoseki, 
which ^licj waa erownea w^^h BucceBS, and met with the approval of their 
respective governments. 

Tlio present momoraudum is in continuation of that policy, in view of the 
ap)»r(Ku liiiig operations of the Tycoon at the head nf Ins army for the sup- 
pression of the rebellion of the Prince of Ghosh u, and with the object of 
securing the oheervance of strict neutrality. 

I trust you will he pleased to approve of mj action. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfiilfj, your most obi dient servant, 

A. L. C. POU TMAN, 
Charge d' Affaires ad interim m Japan. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Becretary State, Weukingtom, 

No. 1. 
JfcMoniatfmi. 

Choahn, Prince of Kacnto, he'mf^ in a state of overt insnrrectloii A^initt the Tycoon, and 

hU Majesty the Tycoon Tiavinfj resolvi-d to miirch binist ll" at the- Ik ikI of an army, iult iult cl 
to roduce his coTitumacious vassal to obedieuce, civil war is) iujtuiucut, auU I'roiu the siluatioa 
of it--> theatre may, to n certain extent, coinprotnisc tho intcrpsts of the treaty powers by Im- 
pediug^ the fre e navifjation of their vessels throu^rh tlir ^riHits of Siinonoseki. 

In {ireiieuc« of ih'm state of things, the represent at ivtji of the four iMjwers subscribing 
the convention of the October, l^U, have met tor tho purpose ot eonsulting as lo the 
measures it may be convenient to udnpt for protcetinf; the interests of their eountrynien. and 
securing the results contemplated by the exp< dition sueeessfnlly directed by their rcspeclivo 
naval fon-os hj^ninst tlie batteries of Sinionoseki in September, 18<i4. 

This meeting took place on the 2l8t Juno, lb6&, ana the following is the result of the joint 
deliberations of the under«io:ned: 

Ciiusidering that tho batteries erected by the Prince of Nnguto, iu the straits of Simonoseki, 
were employed to prohibit tbe free navi^^on of the inland sea to foreigners, and were dis- 
anned hy the commanders of the allied forces, who imposed upon the prince the formal obliga- 
tion not to re-arin i1h ni: 

Coauidering that tho allied forces have not renounced the obligation of a military position 
ia the straits, save on a formal oblijsration accepted by the government of the 'iycoout to 
guarnntec the free navigation of the vtiiit^ f<> t'l nigu vessels: 

Considering, moreover, that whilt- tiic rules oi a wise policy reijuire of the powers signing 
tho convention to avoid every act of iutervention in the con tlic t which has just commenced 
between the Tycoon and thi' Prince of Nagato, th( tn nfy rc'intions »)f friendship and com- 
merce which exist only with the Tycoon re<^tiire troni liuni the moral support and facilities 
necessary to the exercise of tbe rights acknowleilged l>y such treaties to bdon;: to the Tycoon : 

For these reasons the undersigned have adopted with one accord tho following articles, 
and are agreed that a copy of this memorandum shall be addressed to tbe cuutmauJers of the 
naval loroes of their xespeoiiTe natimui now present or heieafker to anive in Japan : 

AXTICLB I. 

In the Interval which will elapse before the land sad tea forces of the Tycoon shall present 

themselves in the straits of Simouoseki, the iiavnl commanders of the powers, parties to the 
convention of tho 22d October, ought, in virtue of that convention, to oppose tho re-armament 
of the batteries of the Prince of mgato In the said strait, or even to proceed to their disarma- 
ment if the Dainiio sliould liave re-amied them; but as the carrying these measures into effect 
might bring about coutiicts and complications, which the und(Ms'.<,'m'd wish absolutely to 
avoid, tbe commanders of the naval forces are requested, in this 1 ttti r ( use, to make to tbe 
Prince of Nagato, or his representative, huch remonstrances as they may deem appropriate, 
and in any event to axcortain tho state of things, and to furnish the itudersigned with an im- 
mediate n iiort, in oxilvr that they may communicuto with tho governnunt of thu Tycoon * 
thereon, and to place their respective governments in a position to give their instructions* 
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Abticlb IL 

Apart from tlio n' iort of thn pr^ n Ini*; article, it is ilc^irabln t1;nt (lie rnnimnnders of the 
oaval forces should Im- abif to assure the IVkc pftssago ot the straitd to lureiga ships UHing i( 
in T6fn>l*f tmdo with Jupun, and to tend the aid required b7 treaty for repreiuinfif ou the part 
of the iii*»ri'lifuit shipn hfloiitjitit; to tlirir ri'spectivf \]:v;:h in any pull of tiie teriitoiioj* of \a- 
gato, contiguous to the ntruits, trading operutious, which, iu unuxs of tliu trcuiius, arc uul/ 
anUuMriaed in tbe ports actuaUy op«nea to foreigners. 

Akticlb III. 

It is #qnall.r important to prsTont tbe ships of tbe Tycoon^ cbarged with tbe preveoUon of 

nnlawfui > Mi,n,i. c i] operations with the insurgent prinoe, fiom going in such cases bqrond 
the Umita of right aud humanitj. 

Artici k IV. 

Wh»'n hostilities shall comuioure in the ntraits bLtween the Tycoon and Choshu, tlio com" 
mandt-m will warn forei^ ships of tlio necessity of passing lieyond the lines of Ht<-, and 
sbonli! <>veTi rcquiri tlHin to absttun from entering the Straits if the passage at the time should 
bring tliem into actual danger. 

Articlf. V. 

It is well understoocl that all the measures indicated bj the undt rsipned shall bo carried 
eat in the manner which the naval commanders shall consider most tittiug, and Inaqy ease 
that tlii-ir dixire is that tin- i^trictest nontrality sli.iuld be (ib>ervi'd in all that OODCems the 
luiUtary operations between the Tvconn and iho I'linio of Naj^ato. 

A. L. C. rOKTMAN, 
Chargi A Sains ad interim of the Vniltd &aU» im Japmn* 
LKON KOCnES, 
Minister Flenipotentiary of Frnnee in JamtHU 
CHAKLEti A. WINCHESTfiK, 

M. 0. ilTf. Chargi <V Affa 'vnt «« Jspatt, 
D. T>E ('.HAEFF VAN F0LSMI;0I:K. 
H, N, ITb Political Agent and ComttU General in Japan* 



Mr, Portman to Mr. Seward. 
No. 40.] Lboation of thb Umtbo States in Japa v, 

Yedo, July 5, lSf35. 

Sir: Late in the evcnitifr of tho 3f] instant, the tlav of tlie arrival <'•{' the mail 
at Kaaagawa, I received a message Irom ihe Gorogio to tbe t flft ct that Bevcral 
officers of rank wished to risife me on this day. X was accordingly waited on 
by the governora for foreign affairs with a namerons suite, Who, in the name of 
-AfiiiiT'tv tlif T}-coon aiirl his government, cnnv to rf'f|nf"»t me to convoy to 
the rrei«i(h rit aud yonr.-rlf {lio fontimonts of pnifound pain with which they had 
learued the ab^assiuatiou oi Mr. Liucuhi and the attack on yourdeU', aud also 
their sincerest wishes for your speedy recovery. J assured these officers that I 
Bhould not fail to comply with this request at the earliest opportunity. 
I have the honor to be, sir.'Teiy respectfully, your most r)})r(1ii nt ^ervanty 

A. L. C. roilTMAN, 
Charge d'j^aires ad tnUrim in Japan. 

Hon. William H. Sswabd, 

Secretary of Staii, Wathmgtom, 



Mr, Partnum to Mr, Seward, 

No. ii.] Ll^OATION OP THB UnITBD StaTES IN .Tap AN, 

Yedo, July 24, 1SG.5. 

Sir: I havo the honor to trmismit, Xo, 1, copy of a letter addre.-'soii by me to 
the Japanese government ou llic subject oi an embassy which recently left lor 
£uro|)e. 
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Up to this flato no reply bns becu received by me to that h tter, and I 
bavc no doubt that the delay in giving me the iuformatiou desired is owing to 
some secret tigreement entered into aome monthfs ago with the rejneeentative of 
a treaty power In this country. 

Although no engagement, cither secret or otherwise, made on behalf of the 
Japanese j^overnment by thi^ embai*8y with any Kuropeaii ]>ow( r, could in the 
slightest degree be binding ou the Uuited States, yet it might ultimately prove 
of an embarrassing influence* 

I feel confident that at an early day I shall succeed in proenring a satis&ctoiy 
reply to my letter from the Japuiese gorernment 

X have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yonr most obr-di* nt ^servant, 

A. L C. POinWIAX, 
Charge d'AJj'airea ad interim in JapM 

Hon. WauAM H. Sbward, 4r., Sfc,, Sfc. 



No.1. 

Lbgatioh or THE Uhited Statfs ix .Tapav, 

Yetio, July H, 1 -(>"). 

I have to reqtiost yoor cxoellenc^ to commnnicate to me the rank and names of the 
officers conipDsiiif; yonr embHt^s}', wlucb left by iMt mail steamer for Europe, and to inform 

me of tlit> (ttii<Tt «)t' tlu'ir mission. 

Your eiiibiis.sy whicli left lor Europe in concluded a secret convention with the gov- 
ernments of Great Britain and France, which wa.^ tthowti me by Colonel Neale, then her 
Hrituniiic Mnji'sty's clKtrfrc <i'atfairf' s, and the cmbns-;y which left Rr.bsf'ijnontly concluded a 
convention iu Paiis, w hich inUer convention wjis diMipjirnved Viy Ids Majesty the Tycoon. 
In lu itlu'i- of these cases was any notice whatever given t») the minister of the Uuited States. 

In tite most friendly manner I now heff to submit that it is ditTicnlt to reconcile tlie con- 
clnsioii t>f such couveutious with a fair interpretation of the uiost-favored-uatiou clause, as 
cdiitiiiiK (i in urtiele ^cf tbe treaty omicladed with Commodora Fenyat Kanagawa on the 
aist of March, ld54. 

The President is animated with a most cordial friendship towards his Majesty thf» Tycoon 
and his povernincnt, whicii friendship, I am sun*, is as cnrdially n lipmcit' il, au'l I h ivo 
tUerefure uo duubl that your ezcelienc^ will furnish me al au early day with the mformatiou 
desired. 

With raspeet and esteem, 

A. L, C. PORTMAN, 
Chtrgi d'Affairtt of tkt United 8t0l«§ t» Jtfmu 
His EicelleD^ MlDLrxo Idsumi No Kami, 

.Minister Jot Foreign AJ'airs, jfc, ^c, S(C. 



Mr. Pwtmtm to Mr, Seward. 

No. 47.] Legatio.n of the United States in Japan, 

Yedo, Avgtut 6, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith, No. 1, translation of a letter from 
the Grorogio» informing me that tiro of the members at Osacca bad commissioned 

two war ateamert* to cnii^se off tlie coa.st of Xagato, nqder ins^tructiouHi to !^<'i/e 
all foreij^n veseeb eiig iged iu illicit traliic with the subjecta of the rcbellioua 
prince ot that province. 

This letter was handed me with the request that the greatest poesihle pab* 
licity might be given to it 

I tin refore addressed a letter to this effect to Mr. Seward, onr consul gencrnl 
in China, at Shanghai. (< ncloBure Ko. 2,) and to the cousular oncers in thit» 
country, (enclosure Xo. 3.) 

With my reply to the Gorogio (endosnre No. 3) I transmitted an au- 
thenticated copy, m duplicate, ol my letter to the consuls ahore nam- \ for each 
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of those two war steamer?, for the double purpnfc of enablin/:^ tlu u- rof^pective 
commauders, in the probable absence of competent interpreters, to coniumnicnte 
with any American TeBsel, aliould anj nnfortunately be found engnged in each 
Olieit traffic, and to show that both in China and Japan the eonanlar officers of 
the United States have been infqnned of the presence of thoee eteamen and the . 
subject of their cruiHe. 

On inquiry whether the commanders of thone war steamers " would know how 
to act" in case of their meeting with any American vea&el engaged in such illicit 
traffic It was stated to me that the Japanese gOTemment were not quite pre- 
pared to discuss "any question of international law," but that I might rest as- 
sured that both commanders were cautious gentlemen, and that, morenvw, they 
had been instructed to act with the jTreatej't moderation, though it was hoped 
and believed that there would be no necessity for any action whatever on their 
part • 

The mission of those Steamers, fhongh not fully disclosed, perhaps, is evidently 

the blockade of Simonoseki, to prevent supplier* (tf arms, ammmiifion, «fcc., reach- 
ing the Prince of Nagato, now bolder than ever in hia overt rebellion against 
this government. 

' I baTe the honor to be> sir, very ic^poctfull v, your most obedient senrant* 

a/l. c. portmax, 

Cktargi d^AffaWf m Japan, 

Hon. William II. Seward, 

Secreiarif of State, Washing/on, * 



No. 1. 

Ihave to inform you that, having learned that foreign ships are truding clandestinely at 
PimoTiiMfki, in the province of Niifi^nto, two f<hipR-of-\vnr, the Shoknkii an l the Kokiirio, sta- 
tioned at Osaccft, have h*-fn bcuI, ou tlie 20th of Julj, to cruise oti' the cvvk»t of Nugato for 
the ptu-poM of seizing all vessels engaged in illlctt tmffio. This has been oommuniotted to 
me by my colletigues then at Oh a era. 

I r«'qiu»»t yon to ninko the foir;,'<.i'ig kno^m to all Amprlcnn ship-masters vfho may sail 
tliroiigh the straita, iiml also to the t uiiimandcrs of Anx rimn sliips-ol-war in tlio eastern sons, 
in order tbiU a friendly undenitandiug may exist when the officers of our respective nations 
•ball meet each other. 

With r<'sp<'ct nrid esteem. 

The 13tU day of the 5th month of the first year of the Ko M, (August 4, 1805.) 

MIDLUNaiDLUMI NO KAMI. 

A. L. C. PoirrMAN, Esq., 

Chargi d'Jjfairc» o/ l/u UwiUd States in Japan, 



Ko.8. 

Jfr. PmmMm to Mr* O* F, toonf . 

Legation of thb UNrrBD States nr Japan, 

Ytdo, August 5, 1865. 

Sir: The Goropio of Japan iiifomu'd ine that, on the S.'th ultimo, two of its nio!nt>ers at 
Osacca commissioned two wiir bteaineis, tlie t:>liokoku anil tlie Kokurio, to cniise otl' tlie coast 
of Nagato, with instructions to seize foreign vessel.s enpraj^fd in illicit tratfic. 

In cooiplituice with the desire expressed, I now have the honor to requej^t yon to make the 
Swegoing known to the consular officers of the United States in China, for the information 
efall American citizens within (ht ir juris<li( tiniis, 

1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectluliy, your obedient servant, 

A. L. C. FOBTMAK, 
CUttiy^ fA£kiin$ ad MtoriM m Jtfom. 

Georok F. Seward, Esq., 

CMsai OmtnU tfftke Unktd itaU9 la Cftina, WiMgkn, 

[Stimc, mutafif mttamdU, to United States eonsnls at Nagasaki, Kanagawa, UakodatB* 
and U(»g Kmig.] ^ 
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Ko.3. 

Lboation or.TRB United Statbs im Japan. 

Yedo, Augunt o, Jj^fM. 

I bare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jour excellency's note of jestordajr. statine 
that your rolIeaprneA at Osacca liad commiBsionea two w^ar steauiers to ertifse off the coast 
Nagato for tlit* suppressjon of illicit tiftftir, and, in rt ]i!y, to inform you that I Imve this ilny 
given notice to that ettect to the cutisula of the United ^States in Japan* and cotiaul general 
at Shanghai, for the information of the American oonsnlates in China. 

I transmit herewith ii ct)))} «>' tL.a Tii>ti('<>, nii<1 hIsh an additional one, should you desire to 
•end to each of the war steauiers utuucd iu ^ our ktier a copy certified, and under the seal of 
this Iqntion. 

With respect and esteem, 

A. L. C. rOKTMAN, 
Ckargi i'Affming mCsHm aftk^ VnUd Stat— im Japam, 

His Excellency MiDLVXo Tdi.umi no Kami. 

Minister Jot Foreign JJ'airs, ifc, Yedo. • • 



Mr, Portman to Mr, Seward. 

No, 48.] LitQATtON OP TUai United States ix Japan, 

Yedo, Ai/gtut 22, 1865. 

Sir : On tho moniing of tlio 18th inctant I wa^ waited on by gnvernorf for 
foreign afVaii.-^, who came to inform me lliat the Jaj)anf!»e government was pre- 
pared to pay the first instalment uf iive hundred thout<and dollars of the Simoa- 
oski indemnity, according to the convention of the 23d October, 1864. 

Aware that nnder article 2d of that convention tlie large 8um of three millions 
(3,000,000) of dollar.-? was payable quarterly in in.-tnlint iits of half a inillinn 
(500,000) dollar!^ eacli, "to hej^in from the date when the repreneiitatives of the 
powers eiguiug it should make known to the Tycoon's government the ratiiica- 
tion of the convention and the instructions of their respective governments," I 
only inquired whetlier similar announcements had been made to the rcpresenta- 
tlvcR of the other tre aty power?}. 

The governors then informed me that early on that day another governor for 
foreign allairs hod gone to Yokohama lor that purpose, and that such announce- 
ment would probably be made to the other representatives on the afternoon of 
that day. 

In order that my ab.-^encc might not embarrass the action of those repre.^ent- 
ntiv('?», I lu c' i fliiiL,dy went down to Yokohama at once, with the object of ascer- 
taining their views on this unexpected annouuct^ment. 

The nnauiroona opinion was, in view of the decision taken and communicated 
to the Oorosio in April last, tliat no option was left but that the amount ten- 
dered should be received. 1 respectfully beg to refer you to the despatch No. 
16. of this scricH, with ir.^ three enclosures. 

I now have the iionor to transmit herewith, No. 1, a copy of a memoranduia 
dated the 2 1st August, 1665, agreeing to take- delivery of the sum offered, ap- 
pended to which is a copy of an order to the chartered Oriental Bank and char- 
tered Mercantile Bank, to hold that money in equal sums of two hundred and 
fifty thousand (•-'.>0,000) dollar;* < acli. to the conjoint ordi rof the repre.«entativeS 
of the four jiowers who sin^ned the convention of liit- '22d Oetob; r, l^'U. 

Your msiructions as to the disposal of that money have no dunbi been sent 
already. Their anticipated earljr arrival was an additional reason why I felt 
nobestlation in consenting to its being received. If the offer of the Japanese 
govermii' iit had not been accepted at once when made, the payment of tlie tir.et 
instalment ini^rht have been ind<-finitely exteiuled, and the eniivenii'in, as I learned, 
had already, in substance, been approved by the governments of Great Britain 
and France. 
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Should the whole amount of the uuli'mnity. namely, throe millions (3.000.000) 
of dollar.". f»o much larufcr than oriis»'iii;ill y inrfiidcd, Ix- dri'mod too larfj^e. which 
was Mr. Pruyu's ojiiniun, as exprea.-<ed in hia despatch No. 65, of the 29th Oc- 
tober* 1864* I beg ri'^pcctfallj to sugge.st, inasmuch as it \n stated in «rtiele 3 
of that convention that **the rnccipt of money has never been the object of the 
paid treaty, powers, but the establishment of bctrcr reIationf< witli J 
that a portion of that indemnity, fay five hunflrcd thonoaml (/iOO.OOO) dollars, 
might be most.advantageously emjdoycd in improvements in both the foreign 
and Japanese aettlcroents, at the open ports, such as drainage, cleaning streets, 
&c. In no manner that I am aware of eonld any portion of snch indemnity bo 
employed to greater advant age and be of more lasting benefit to botb omr politi- 
cal and commercial relations with this country. 

I have the hunur to be, air, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

^ A. r.. C. I'ORTMAN, 
Charge d'Affairet ad itUerim m Japan, 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, Wathington, 



Ho. I. 
Memorandmm. 

Tlip <rovf>mmcnt of tho Tyc«>on havinjf otTered, in April last, to p.iy, in the coursp of th© 
sixth month of the Japaue.Mi! yt'tir of (ten .^'i, (which tcnniimttM] yesterday, Sunday, '^Kh Au- 
pist,) to the represeututivi's ot thi- t'oiLiorn puwi-rs who 8i{;ned the convention of tho 2id Oo> 
toher, l-tU. II ?<um of tive hiuidrtnl thou.suud (.'>(H),(»(iO) doilurs, as the first instalmt-nt of the 
indi-inuity stipulated fur in the said convention, nnd the «i)iid otTor havinpf been accented in 
April lost by the representntives of the sinfuin}; powers, and Taunira Higo No Kami having 
tendered, on tho 19tD itistaDt, to the audcrsigued, on the part of the piveroment of the Tycoon, 
the said Ruin nf five handrvd thousand dollars, the midersigned hereby record their ag^reement 
to take deliveiy of the said iimiii v, fiii'l with ii view to its safe custody, to authorize, by the 
letter at foot, the deposit of tlie tiaiue in two euiml fiuma of two hundred and tifty thousand 
(*^5U,0u<*) doltsrs in the chartered Oriental Bank and the chartered Mercantile Bank at Toko- 
ii.irnii, t ai h imiik to receive one of ih<- siii'l sums and to hold the sanu' "n^jcet to the iiistnic- 
tiotiJi now cxpeclo"! from tlie respective ^Mvcrnnients of the undersigned as to the mauner in 
which the said miuiey i.-^ to he disposed of. 
Signed at hex Brituiuic MaiMty's legation this ^I st dav of Aufrust, A. D. 186&. 

IIAKKY is. i'AKKS, 
H, B, Jf/a £avM Eztraontinanj and MinUter PISMIlMteariaiw. 
A L. C. ruKTMAN, 

Chargt it Affaires of the United fftntes. 
D. DK (JKAKFP VON POLSIIROKK. 
H. Potttical Agent and Consul (Jeneral, 

For the aiiniatra afFianea— P. CIIEVEY RiQf EAU, 

di tanl du Consiilfit (Irnrrnl i!r FrmCf. 
COUNT DE TL'KliNNE, AluicAe. 



You ure iierf by authorized to receive frein the Japanese authorities the sum of two hnu- 
drvd and iiity thousand (;iSO,0U0) dollars, and to hold the same Babject to our conjoint order. 

As the <!. In* ry of this 8Uin may extend over several days, you will tjive a ret eipt at tho 
cloFt! ot eacli day lor tho amount received on that dav, which will bo couiiternigned by Mr. 
Euuden, JapaneM Ncretanr to her Britannic Majesty^t legation. 

U. S. P. 

A* lia Cm P« 

D. 1)E GK. P. 

P.C. Km (for M. Roches.) 

CT I>E T. 

8 G. KiCHARD, E^q., 

Manager Chartered Orit ntal Bunk. 
B. Brktt. Esq., 

Manas ir C harttrtd MftmiUUs BoiUtt Yokoh^mm* 

17 D c * * 
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■ 

Mr, Reward to Mr. Portman, 
[Extract.] « 
JCo. 1.] Bkpartvknt ok Statk. 

Sir : 1 IiHvc rc'Cfivod yonr frvoral dcHpntcliOH luuulicn-d and tluttd followf* ; 
Ko8. ^9 aud iSU, Juue 1 ; No. ol, Juue 8; 2\o. Juuc 0; No. 33 uud No. 34f 
June 10. 

Tilt? removal of tlm Irgfttion n'sidonce to Ycdo is a gratifying circuoistance, 
and it is liopcd that tlie new bnildin^:; intended for thi? use of our mmister there* 
vliicli if now in course of preparation, may poon be completed. 

The intelligence which you have communicated in your No. 32, relative to the 
Tycoon's imposing demooBtnition for the Bupi^reraion of the rebellion of FHnoe 
Cnosbiit IB very iutereslingt and it if* sincerely liop.d tliat the moTemcnt will 
P])eedily result in a aatisfactory eolation of the difficulties which now lH'>«-t tlic 
empire. ♦*♦*♦»•*» 
1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

A. L. 0. Portman, Esq., A^-* Yedo, 



Mr. b'eward to Mr, Portman. 

Ko. 2.] Dbpartmfxt of State, 

W'd.f/tlngfon, Scptc'tnhcr 4, ISG.l. 

Sir : A communication hn<a been received from ^fr. Prnyn, dated at London, 
July 31, tran:>mitting the convention ot January 28, 18(34, for the reducliou of 
import duties, concluded by him with the Japaiieae government, and also the 
convention entered into by and between hii* Maji'.siy the Tycoon and the gov- 
ornmenti* of the United Statei*, Great Britain, France, and Holland, pnividiii;^ 
for the ]>ayment to said government.* of tin; hum of thr<c millions of didlars I'nr 
iudeuiuilit'sj aud expentses. The latter iui^trument is accompanied by a memo- 
randum executed by the ministers of said treaty powerii, explanatwy thereof 
and embracing returns of the forces employed in tho recent operations in Japan. 

Thos>c two conventions will, at the commencement of the next session of Con- 
gress, be submitted to the Senate for its cousiUcratiou witha view to ratification. 
1 am, »ir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

A. L. 0. Portman, Esq.. ifc,^ tfc, Yedo. 



Mr, Seward io Mr, Pcriman, 

Ko. 3.] DRPARTMt:NT OF StaTE, 

Wax/itngioih Septcmher 3, 1SG5. 
Sir: Your despatch of the /)lh of July has been received and gubtni- 1( d to 
the I'ri sideiit of the United States. lie is profoundly atiected by the; expres- 
sions of sympathy and condolence in the recent nftiiciiona of our country which 
the Gorogio of Japan have authorised you to communicate to this government. 
We humbly tru^t that the dangers wiub which we have been threaten*Ml have 
hern averted by an all-merciful Providence. But we are not, then t Mr, by any 
means b-s^ ;::rateful to friendly jtowcrs fur the f^ood wit*lioa they bavr rxpirs.<i-d 
in our behalf. You are auiiituized to renew to ibe Gorogio the a-^^^ur.ince of the 
friendship of the United States for the Emperor and people of Japan. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

A. L. 0. Portman, Esq., ^r., Igc,, Yedo, 
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Mr. Jhrtpum to Mr, Seward, 

l^Extract] 

No. 50.) Legation of thb UxiTEi* Statks in Japan, 

Yeilo, September 5, 1865. 

Sir : Ibave tire honor to trangmit herewith a copy of a mcmoraiulum, signed 
yesterday, ackDOwledging the receipt from the goTernmctit of the Tycoon of the 
earn of five hmidred thousand (500,000) dollars, the first inptnlmeiit of tiie 
, indemnity payable under the convention of the 22d Octobor, ls64. 

As stated in my despatcli No. 48, of the 22d ultimo, this amount has hcvn 
placed, iu equal sums of two hundred and fifty thousaud ^2.')0,000) dollars each, 
m the chartered Oriental and chartered Mercantile Banks, hoth at Yokohama, 
(mhject to the conjoint order of the four powers represented in the aforesaid 
convention. ******** 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your mos't obodiont servant, 

L. C. rORTMAN, 
C^rge €pAfairei ad tnleriM t» Japtm, 

Hon. William H. Sbwahd, 

tkerttary ^ Staiet Woihmgtoa, 



At Yokohama, September i, 180,'). 

Thp imdcTstpnpd, representftt^ves of Oreat Britain, France, tbe United Statos. and tbo Ne« 
Oitnhnfis. Ih'V*'I»_v (u kmnvli ilpc to li;i\< rt ccivi il ("nmi tlic p^overnmoDt of thr Tycoon tlie sum 
of iiv« buudrod ibousand dollars as tlie Ural iustalment of tti« iudemaity pajralile to tho afore- 
«ul four powers, nn^r the convention of tlie *29d of October, 1064. 

I !ii ixovernuu'iit of t!i Tyrrmn Imvinfr applifd in April last to the aforo«RM n^'pn-'^ciitafivcs 
fur au extonaioQ of tiim: iu rf«}iecl to the pajrineut uf the second iastaimeut uf the said indeoi- 
Bit7, the Aforesaid rafmsentatlves have snbmitted that application td the eonsidention of 
their res p^/ctivc povpniiuptits, nnd now await iiistriu'lMnis on tltf jioiiit. The pnyiiifjit of tliO 
iu»t«iTn)-ut is eutin ly iii'lcptndciit of timt iip|>tic«tion ; but to pn-vcnt tlie possibility of mis- 
iiudfTftanding it is hi reby distinctly declan-d that the receipt of the afon'suid sum of five 
hiURlnH] iluuisuiid dolliiis do'is in no dccrn-f iifTi the rif^ht of the itforcsaiil In iir powers to 
rctjuire, if lijey sua tit to do so, from the govt'niineut ot the Tycoon liie punctual puyuieut of 
tlio whole indamid^ in qnarterlj instalmeuta in the manner stipulated m the afoireaaid con* 
veoUoa. 

HARRY 8. PARKES, 
H. M, MJ§ Cneey Eatrmardimori/ nnd Miuhtrr PIvinMitaitimni in Jowit. 

LEOJi liOCUES, 
JftaistTV Pttmpotentiaire de ro Mofutu Framee au Japan. 

A. L. c. roiriMAN. 

Ckargi d" Affaires ad iuUrim of the United Stntts in Jauun, 
D. DEORAEFFVAN P0L8BR0EK, 
B, N, Jlf.*« P^itkai Agent and Comal OmartU w Jtipan* 



Mr, Porlman to Mr. iScward, 

Ko. B2.] Lboatior op thb Unitbd Statbb in Jai^an, 

Yedo, September 13, 1865. 

Sir t I hiiTe tiie honor to transmit herewith a copy of a correspondence on 
the snlgeet d alleged interference in the purchase by American merchants of 
pilk M orm eggs and cocoons at Kanagawst and to inform you thataU restrictions 
have lnnm removed* 
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EncIosQre No. 1, Mr. Fisher to Mr. Portman, Angu8t 14. 

Eaclosuie No. 2, Mr. Portmaii to iiw GorogiOt Ai^st 

Enclosure Sn. 3, Mr. Fisber to Mr. Portman, Se|>lC'nil>f'r 4. 

Knclosure No. 1, tin- (rDrogio to Mr. Portman, Scptcinlx r 7. 

Kuclosure No. J. Mr. I'ortiDaii to Mr. Fisher, September 7. 

Euclosnre No. 6, Mr. Portman to Mr. Fisher, September 9. 

Enclosure No. 7, ^Ir. Finher to Mr. I'ortman, September 11. 

For several years the Bilk crops of France, Italy, and other 8ilk-raij*ing cotto- 
tries decreased, owing to a more or less alarming di.^eaeic amonu: tlie t^ilU \yorms. 
Renewal of the ppecies thus became of the greate:*t importance j weed from 
China and Bengal failed, but the Japanese ova succeeded beyond expectation } 
and until such seed shall become acclimated in those conntries they will Be 
chiefly d. jk udent upon Japan for a yearly supply of the same. 

It wduld Mppenr that the interference only complained of at Kanagawa, and 
not at the other open ports, wa? chuj^mI hy the unauthorized action of the local 
authorities. Three American firms are alleged to have sustained losses in con- 
sequence of this interference, and their oomplaints are now being examined by 
Mr. Consul Fisher, in conjunction with the present governor of Kanagawa* ' 
whose predece9.«or wa.-? removed. 

Should they have undoubted claims, I trtist they will be of ea.«y pctflement 
at that port. 1 beg to assure you, however, that in no ca:je ;#hall 1 make any 
demands upon the Japanese goremment unless expressly authorised to do so. 

I have the honor to De> sir, very respectfully, yonr moi^t olx linn servant, 

A. L. C. POK r.MAX, 
Charge d,'A£axrt» ad interim in Japan. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of litatt. 



Xo. 1. 

Mr, Fitker to Mr, PortmMn, 

COHSOLATE OF THE UmTBD STATES Or A»ER ic\ , 

Konos!tnrn , Jtijxiv, Jtmuiit J 4, 

Srn : Scildiis I'oinplaint.s aiP inavlp to me by tlie Americ-HU inni>v.s vi M»-,sin, Aliuiand & 
(.'•)., aiid Mosfh. Wa!»li, Hall & Co., of direct iiiul indirttct iiitrrtorciicfs in their tnule, and 
th'Mvby tif ])<>sitiY»' daily vi>ilatioiiis luuile by the .Inpnn< ;<p of mticlo tlin-c ot' t\w tir.ity nmOr 
with tiie Uuitfd .States, July '.![), I'^iV, in lefrurd to tlirir trtn ly buyiug silk-^vorn^ vgg-s nnd 
coc.iim.s from the Japanesi- merchants who have them to by Im Japanese cnstoai'faouse 
officials of this port, in that tlM^y onl^ stitft^r certmn uatned .]a]iiin*>.se merubtiutA to ttell thew 
important atapleA by lh«ir paynitnt of a certain bonus or Itignorutt to otWr ap^icially'lifwused 
me txOiHiitH of this port. 

It is aaid this way of doing bufiiucn.4 has been ordered by the Gorogio, or goTcrumeut at 
Yedo, and I wilt be greatly obliged to you for tbeearlieRt ponsible dralal of snch interference^ 

and for such iufonimtii ii .i> y»iti n ay ()«• aide tu pUK iiic an to what, if auy^ instnii limi- havo 
been given to tlie cuDioui-houh« officials of thiti yort in regard to Japaue.*«e iiierchauts Kt-Uiug 
silk'worni cg^s and cocoons fireely, aod wb^ther tho government deliberately and ouenly in* 
i«'iids it.s sul jci !'-, nflicials, or otherwise, to violate and .'•♦•t nt naught our treaty-rights, and 
tUu-s cuibarrusii uud votrict the lawful rights of our iiHyi-hantii, Hade, and comnierci' at this port. 

Your early attention and answer will greatly obligv our mereantile interchts hire, and on* 
aVde uio to communicate with thorn mon- int'llijribly what stfi'S hi" lust to In- taken iu vi»'\v 
of the damages they mv now daily sutleiuig in consequence ot tliis otiiciui iuterlercucc so 
juftly complained of. 

I have the bimor to be, sir, veiy respectfally, your obedient servant, 

GEOKGK S. FISHER, 

Uwittd SfU» C^nnU, 

L. C. FoRTMAK, Esq., 



0 
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No. '2. 

Mr. Pitiimnn to the Gorogio. 

Legation of tiik United States ik Japax, 

Ytdo^ August lo, Ie(j5. 

T haye the honor to ittfumi yonr excel kncy that I mreived thin day a letter from the 
Anwrican consnl »if K uiajrawa, contaiiiiii^r t^t iums oomphiiuts «if intfiti rciuo in thi- imrchiise 
of 8ilk-woriii eggij aiul cucuuus by Aini-iituu ini.M-i lmutj« at that plui'<-. in daily viulatiun ot 
Article 3 of the treaty, and to request yon to desire the gOTomor of Kanagawa, with suck 
officers who are well acquainted with the matter, to vi^it me at the earliest moment, Ifor tha 
purpose of examining those complainta in view of their prompt rejiiuval. 
With DMpeet and esteem^ 

• III. c. portman, 

Chargi d* A faint ad imterim of the Umiud JShUn im Jnpan. 
Hia £x49e]]ency Midluno Idmimi Nu Kami, 

MimisUr/or Foreigm AJain, tfc,, 4%., 4re., Yeda. 



No. 3. 

Mr. Fisher to Mr. Portmam. 
Consulate of tue Ukiteu States of Amrric.\, 

Sir: Af, tlic sMtson is rapidly n-lvaiicinp, and will sixm .l;.n\ to a dost' for the Imsiui-^- of 
6iik*u'uru e^gn for this year, jou wiU excuse me fur recaliiug your uttontiou to uiy No. 2bV, 
{enelosare No. 1,) of the 14th ultimo^ in relation to the interference of custom-house oiScials 
su the piiri-hast' aud sale of silk-worm cfj^^s at flii-; jxirt, and n-ijiu s:, if j>o-'si})Ir. fliut ymi 
will ffive lue inforniatinu iu the coiirjR' of ilii.s week a« to what iuformatlon you haw ohiaiucd 
in relation thereto from the government at Yedo, that I maj, withoot farther delay, c-onclade 
M lutt stp|*<< hiul host be taken iu regard to the isteraata of American merehaats and traders in 

that lelaliotu 

I have farther to advise yoa that the American house of Uettsrs. Schnltae, Beis & Co., of 
this port, have mad« tlie same complaint to me in regard to interference.^ and necessity for 
ctistom-hoiiae permits as Messrs. Walsh, Hall tJiu Co. aud J^h ssrs. Allmand & Co. 
I hare the honor to be^ very respecUully, roar obedient sen ant, 

GEORGE & FISHER, 

Umiud Slate* Consul, 

A. L. C. PORTMAN, 

CJMrg^ d'AJuiret ad imUrim in Japan, 



No. 4. 

Tie Gorogio to Mr. Portman. 

As it has boon repn*sente<l that foreig^ners meet with inconvenience m purchasing sllk- 
worm epr^'H from our merchants, I have ajrain instructed the governor of Kanogawa to idloir 
this article to be as freely sold m any other article of commerce. 

Steted for jour infermatiou, iu reply, with respect and e.steem. 

The 16th day ofthe 7th month of the yoar of Ke-U, (Tth s. |>t< inber, 1^^.'.) 

MIDLUNO IDLUMI NO KAML 

A. lb C. PORTiiair, Esq., 

dmrgdd'Afaino rftko Vmud StaU$ ^ Anunem, ifc., ige^ St^ 



No. r>. 

Mr, Portman to Mr. Fijiher. 

Legation op tue United States ix Jafax, 

Yedo, September 7, 186S. 
Sir: On th« receipt of your letter No. tioO, (enclosure No. 1,) of the 14th ultimo, I at once 
•ddnsaed the Gorogio on tlie subject, and, aider several interviews with governors for foreign 
alTairs, T was informed in reply that instractions had again been issu^ to the governor of 
K uiu;.'a\va tu the effect that US ttode in sUk-worm eggs and cocoons should ho as free as the 
tfade in any other article. 
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PrMUining that h11 CAme of romplaint for tbe fntare has tlms hern rorooTed, it remning to 
ftMnlftin the loHnt-s sustained bv oar merchants from thi^ sUegt'd iuteti'erenee in tbe purchase 
of silk-worm eggs. Mid I now have the honor to request you to transmit to me all such iomm 
Hilt olaiins, in order that they may be presented to this government for examination without 
d«4tty. 

I have the honor to b«v sir, Tery rcsiK i-ti'uUy, jonr ohedirat serrant. 

A. L. C. rOKTMAX. 
Chargi Affaires ud tmUriut tn Japan. 

Geohge S. Fisher, Esq., 

Vnitvi Stmtu Cou$»U, Kamagawm* 



No. n. 

Mr. Portmen In Mr. Fisher. * 

Leoation of tub United ATh> r\ J \i- w. 

Ytdo, Stplember 'J, 16C5. 

MR : In amendment of thf «]p.Hire rxpressed in my letter to yon, Wo 90, (enel<^nre Ne. 6,> 

of tln! 7tli iuHtaut, I now lmv»' th»* lionor to rffpifst yoii to prf's< iit tin- ronipluints of thf? 
Aiiif'iican tucrchauts for imrrA-reiu e in the puichtM«e hy theui «f .-^ilk-worm t'gffd k»r cxami- 
innion to the present p>v(>rnor of Kaua<jra\va, \vh<s in conjunction with a governor for foieipfn 
affair-*, if npressarv, has hot-n uiithiiii/i'<I to »-XHiniue tru' sanu*. In c«tnipliniict' wirli tli»» 
bii;;r;c»ilion ni»il(>, it has btHfii decmeil nfcci^ry that an iuvotij^itiou of the mhl couiplaiuts 
at your port, where witneeses, if required, may be examined, would lead more promptly to 
the result desired* 

I have the honor to he, sir, very rest>octfully, your most obodient sprrnnt, 

A. L. C. I'oiv'TMAX, 
Chargi d\ij'aire* ad interim in Japan, 



No. 7, 

J/r. I'liht r to Mr. I'ortman. 
CuNSt'UlTE or THE UNITKI) STATES OF AMERICA, 

iraae^aioa, Ja|NM, SsplsaiAer 11, 1865. 

5»m : Your rntimimnciitiiins Ni>s. IH) and f^J, of tin- Tth and i'th instant, have linn n ivcd. 
and will have rav atteutiuu with the go\'i'ruor uf Kauagawa, d;c., as suggested, Hud 1 cuucur 
in opinion that this is tbe better plan than to refer these claims to Yedo in the first instance. 
I have the bmior to he, sir, very respectfully, your o1ie<liont servant. 

' ^ ' ' GEOKGE S. FISIIER, 

VnxtMd SVtttct ConwiU, 

A. L. (\ TV.tn-M \v. TNn., 

Charge d\ijjutrt» aU lulcrim, Yeiln. 



Mr, PoriMon to Mr, Seward. 

No. 54.] Lbiiation op THB Ukitkd Statks in Japan, 

Yedo, SeptemUr 22, 18C5. 

Sir : T liavf the liotior to tr.iiiHniit liorowitli. No. 1, copy of a Iftfer r<'C(-tv<'(l 
from the Gorojj^iu, in n ply to n pn-.^t'iitiilious iiiadits iiiforniiiig lue ot" the iiholi- 
Xioii of llie reui'lulions couccruing the trade in irico, awjibi, Hiid eharkb' fiu5, 
important articles of commerce, priuciually at Naga-^siki, for tbe China markets. 

I oiiclost', No. Si, copy of a It tter addr('.<8«'(l by me to Mr. Maiiguin, at Naga* 
8aki ; siiuilar It ttcrs on the Hubjt'ct were addressed to the consul at ELanagawa 
and commercial agent at Jiakodntii. 

1 can claim uo credit for this iuiportant conce.'^.'iiou, which, like the removal of the 
restrictions on the purchase of suk-worm eggi*and eoeoonSfthesnbject'inakterof 
my dei* patch No. 52, of the 13th instant, is the result of prompt and united actiou 
uudi r the perfect accord existing among the foreign representatives in this 

country. 

1 have the houor to be, sir, very rcspecliuiiy, your obedient Bcrvaut, 

A. L. C. POETM AN. 
Charge SAffaWte ad interim m Japan, 
Hon. William H. Sbward, Seeretarjf State, 
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No. ]. 

■ 

The (joro^io to Mr. Portmnn. 

I havj' tlio honor to infonn yon thnt T luivc instriu f«'<l tlic ;Tovernors at tlii^ tJircr opf^ncd % 
noxta to Tiutily consuls of tlif trcJily |>ovv<ts ul tlio.sc jilui es, R'.spoo lively, that it has lit^eu 
decided to abolish the hitherto exii^tiue^ reffuliitioiis couc-cTniiii» the trade in irico, dried awa* 
hi. and sharks' fias, and that from tln^ ^Uth day of our ninth month (tlie Hth Novomlwr 
next) the trade in those articles shall hereafter be as free us that in any other ailiclu of 
commerce. 

The governors at the ojiened ports mav possiblv find it convenient to ffive effect to this 
decision at an earlier day, in which case tne consuls of the treaty powers will be duly notified 

by til. 111. 

I have to request you to uiuke the foregoing known to the consuls of the United States in 
this country. 

Wit}i respect and esteem, the ad digr of the eighth month of the first year of Ke-U, (Slat 

September, IC^io.) 

MIDLUNO IDLUMI NO KAMI. 

A. L. r PORTMAN, Esq., 

Charge d' Ajfuirts of ike United Utatts im Japan, Sfc, ifc. 



No. 2. 

Mr. PoHmun fa Mr. Mungum» 

Leoation of thb United States nv Japah, 

Yedo, $eptembtr2\, lf^>r». 

Sir-. T hnve the honor to inform you that thin day I received a letter from tho Goroiri'". to 
the etiV-ct that the j^ovemois at the «)]U'ned ports have been instructed to abolish the hitherto 
exi.<>fiiijj iep»ilaru»ij.s ctniiilniiied of as re-^tiii-tiiifr the trade in irico, uwabi, and sharks* fins, 
atid that from the 20tli dny of the Uth utouth (the Hth November of this year) the said arti 
cle< niar l>e as freely purchased as any other article of commerce. 

Th<" >lnte as above mentioned hiu* be<'n fixed with a view vt' iu.nipurating thi.s iiii|inivt»ment 
at the opoued ports on the same day, according to precedent, though it is optional with the , 
poveruor at each port to allow it to talte effect at an earlier day; and on causing inquiry to 
Of iii.vie at the ( tiHtoni-house at yonr port, I trust von will find that the p«»veiii<ii lias availed 
hinufcU of tbe privilege grauttnl him, and that all the regulations of a restrictive character 
•bove referred to have been already abolished from the date of the receipt of his instructions. 

rvnnit me to reqnett yoa to make th« ioregoiug known to all American merchanta wiliiin 
your jurisdictiuu. 

I hare the honor to be^ sir, Terr respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. L. C. POKTMAN. 
Cluirgi d' Affairc» ad interim iu Japan, 

W. P. M axoitm, 

United States CohmiUi XagasaLi, 



Mr. Portmftn to Mr. Seward, 

Kok61.] Lbuation of the United States i\ Japan, 

Yedo, October 20, 1865. 

Sir : Tiio Tycoon and h'\A Duimio?* nro alisent from this c;ij)itnl ; trnop:^ 
are still going; forward to ()r«aci a, w licie the hcadquartera arc c.-<labli;*hcd, and 
nearly all the available naval forced of thiA governmeat are at anchor off 
Hiogo. Two armed Japanese Teseels are couBtaatly watehing the Nag«to> 
COa^it, and OCCasionallj other ve8i>(•l^« are denpatched oa a cmisc in the inland 
f^R, for the purpose 'A' pn>v( ntiii^ the landing of amW and munitionB iu Choahll 
and the re-armaTnent of the ijinionfJHeki ItatterieH. 

The iuterual policy of this government is, &a formerly, wrapped in almoet 
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impeuctrablo mystery, and, as usual, rumors are plentiful. It is witli tlie great- 
est caution, therefore, that I approach tlie eubjcct, esperienoe having taught 
that rumors should not always be utterljic disregarded* as they often form a cine 

to whnf i? fhotually tranppirinf^ in this country. 

Julornml coininunications, Irom cdiH-atcd persons not in the employ of tliis 
government, in connexion with olHcial ^tatL•mt•nts 1 have been fortunate enough 
to elicit, lead m» to interpret the present state of afiaira in this conntry as in a 
fair way toward an early solution, in a form acceptable to our interests* ot the 
liitlierto exi.-liii;; internal cnmplicatinn^. 

It nj)j)('ars to be beyond doubt tlint the ^likndo aiirl Tycoon cordially agree 
Upon all matters of interual as well as foreign policy, 'i he Tycoon unques* 
tionahlj commands the situation. With tlie two prominent members of the 
Gorogio who accompany him I am well acqnsinted, and I therefore feel qnite 
confident tliat as vigorous a policy will be pursned by this government as cir- 
cumstano's will render advipable. 

The Prince of Ohoshu still persists in his rebellion. 

In most of the provinces of this empire there are, besides the BahnuM of the 

province, j^o called becanse he either is the lineal descendant of the founder 
of the princely dynasty, or his legal representJitive by birth, other personages, 
also, more or less directly tracing their origin to the founder of such dynasty, 
many of whom, being Daimios, or members of the high nobility iu their own 
right, often rank wiui Dumios of the first class, particularly if their wealth 
enables them to keep a princely state and retinue. 

There are known to be Daimios nearly ranking with first-class noblem«i in 
the prf»vin<'«'s of Lewo and Naj^ato, and it is ^5Up|)os^ d that the pressure now 
being brought to bt ar upon them by the united inhuences of the Mikado and 
Tycoon will lead to their abandoning the cause of action which the I'riuce of 
Choshn, the senior Daimio of those provinces, apparently compelled them to 
adopt; and it is expected that, as soon as he shall find himself suiliciently iso* 
lated, the stdtmissiou of this rebellious prince may be obtained without further 
resort to coercive measures. 

It is as yet uncertain when the Tycoon and Daimios may be expected to re- 
snme theur residence in this capital ; this is not likely to take place for some 
time. 

I have the honor to be, sir, rery respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

A. L. C. rORTMAX. 
Charge (T Affaires ad interim in Jujnin, 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State* 



Mr, Portman to Mr, Seward» 

No. €3.] Lkoation op thb Unitbd States in Japw, 

Ocfoher 30, 1&G.3. 

SfK : I have »lie honor to inform you that the accomplice to the murder of 
the two British otHcers, which took^lace iu November of last year, has at Ia^t 
been apprehended. Ue confessed his eiime, and was beheaded this day on the 
public execution ground, near Tokohama, in the presence of the British consul 
-and other officers. 

As in tlie case of Simid^u Seii^i, the princijjal murderer, who was executed 
in December of last year, placards procia ming his crime and sentenee have 
been cuuspicuoiisly posted at various places within the treaty limits of Kanagawa. 
'This government, vigorously urged thereto by the foreign authorities, have evi- 
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dcntly IxM ii untiring in tlicir effortj!! to aj)[neli('M(l fliis criminal, and it is* i^at?!*- 
factorj to rcHect that their aihni^siua of the atrocitj^ of mcli a^ssa^itiins had ug.im 
reeeived a practical illastration. 
1 liavG the honor lobe, 8ir» Yety respoctfullj, your moi^t oLrdidit servant* 

A. L. C. PORTMAX. 
Charge d\\ff'aire* ad interim in Japan* 

Hon. William H. j^eward, 

Seereiary of State, Wiuhingto^. 



Mr, Portman to Mr* Seward* 

No. 64 ] LbOATION of TBB UmTBD StATBS in jAPAIlt 

&tnagafea, October 30, 1965. 

SiK : T have the honor to transmit herewith, No. li copy of a meniorandum* 

pi^'iK'd tills clny, pettinp; forth tho course of action imanimouf^ly adopted, in ac- 
cordanc*^ with in.Htructions rcct ived from their resjjfctive ^oveniiiieuts» by the 
representatives of Great Britain, France, and the Netherland."*. 

Similar instructions have* no doubt, been sent to this legation. I would have 
preferred to au ait their arrival, but I knew that a golden opportunity to place 
our political and commercial relations with thii^ country on an iinprmi f] hasi.s 
had pre.-^ented itself, and felt no henitation, therefore, in cordially with 
above-uicutioued rcprc;»cntatived iu carryhig out the iui^tructioud that had beea 
reeeived. 

Thiei action is nnquci^tionably in continuation of the policy that 'wm InaugU' 
rated with the successful expedition to Simonoseki, of which the Pn sideiil was 
pleased to ai)prove, and which haj* been productive of so much benefit. It was, 
moreover, in harmony with Air. I'ruyu's views, aa expressed iu his several 
despatches with reference to the Simonoaeki indemnity, and it was, also, well 
unaerstood, though not frankly adnutted, that the temporary transfer of the 
foreign lections to Osacca, at this juncture, could not but be highly acceptable 
to the Tycoon and his government, and, in all probability, would be the means 
of averting civil war, into which the hitherto existing civil commotion appeared 
likely to culminate at an early day. 

The Tycoon, and four of the five members of which the Gorogio is com- 
posed, arc now at Osacca. 

I greatly regret that, on an occasion like the present, tliero i-^ no national 
Vi s?el in Japan. Very acceptable arrangements, however, havt; been mad<' by 
the vice-admiral commanding her Britannic Majesty's naval forces on this sta- 
tion for my accommodation on board her Britannic Majesty's frigate Peloms, 
the largest ship in his squadron next to the Princess Royal line*of*battle ship, 
in which the British minister and staff have taken passage. 

The French minister will Uike passage in the friir ate Guerriere, and the 
Xethei lauds consul general and political agent in tlie Dutch sloop Tontunui, and 
at 10 o'clock to-morrow morning the squadron will sail for Hiogo and Osacca. 

The mail closes this afternoon, and only a few hours are left me to complete 
all my preparations for this trij) ; I trust, therefore, that you will excuse me 
from s( aiding a translation of accompanying memorandum by this mail. 

1 alsfi transmit, No. 2, copy of my letter to the Gorogio, and No. 3, copy of 
my letter to the consular officers in this country, announcing the temporary 
transfer of the legation to Osacca. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient pervaut, 

A. L. ('. PORTMAN. 
Charge d'Aj/'airc* ad interim, in Japan, 

Hon. WiLUAM H. SSWARO, 

Secretary ^ State, Wa^mgttm. 
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No. J. 

[Trniislation. — Mouiorauduiu.] 

In virtue of tlie convention sipned *J^?d Ootnber, )H>4, the Japanese {jorenimonf enpajrod 
to \my to tlie jjovei niiieiits of the United fcitatts of Anierica, Kugluud, Fmucc, Huti the Nether- 
hiiids, u riuiii of three miUiona of doUan, as indemnity for the expeoditnres made neeeuarj 
by the expedition. 

Tlie rapresentatfres of the fonr potreifi abnre named, desirons of testifvinp to the .TapAnoM 

{roveriuitcnt the disinterested vii u s of, their sovereip^ns, and of their sole dt-sin- to improve 
tbeir relations with Japan, h tt to hia Majuety the Tycuou the privilege of )-ettlin;r the pay- 
ment of this indemnltv bv opi ning' a new port to foreign commerce, reqnin-d hy the repre- 
sptitalives of the said powers to di'ilurc wlu ther ho wor;Ii! nr not a\)iil hiiiisi lf of thin 

{)rivileg^e. The goveruuient of Japan dechired abont six inontlis ajfo that it pn It-m d to puy the 
ndenmity, 8«-eiDf; that the state of the country C4iu^ed it to regard the opening: ot a new port 
as inipoiitie ; Itnt nt tlio !;anie time reqttested the delay of a year to provide for the aecond 
iustaliueut uf the iudeuiuitr. 

The lepreiientatives of the four powens while acknowledging the right of the Japanese 
government to cliuose botweeti the two eonditions. did nf)t ronsider themselves empowered to 
g^ant the postponetnent asked for, mid had to refer to their respective goverumeuts. The 
instriuiioiiH which tbev asked for on this suljiject have reached the undersigned repteseuta- 
tiveif of l-'rauce, Eugland, and the Netburlaudii. 

The right of the Tycoon to chooxe between the payment of the indemnity in the terms 
sett't "! liy the convention of tlio "AM ()i tol>» r and the ojieidng of a port on the Iidand Sen, 
is naturally aiiinitted bv each of the said powers, but tbey differ in opiuiou ou the subject of 
the noMtponement asked for by the JajMinose government. 

The caltiiicts of .<t. James and the Ilafriie retpiire either the strict eXOCnt I oji of tlie iirlleles 
of the convention of the October in this respect, or, instead, consent to this ]iostpuuoiueut, 
and even to tiie ai)andonment of two-thirds of tne indemnity on the three conditions toltowing; 

First, rli it tiie .Japanese frovemnient ojk ti the port of Him^'o and the city ot < )HUC4ra on 
the 1st January, l-'tki; .second, that the Mikado ratity the treaties concluded wit li the foreign 
powers ; third, and last, that the tariff of duties of import be fixed for the greater ]mrt of 
Mat>reliandise at five per cent., and can in no caiteexceed lt> percent. The cal»inet of Paris, 
on the contrary, would not see any olistacle to according the postponement to the .lap.iaese 
government, if the latter should act in good faith in respect to the p<»wers, signers of the 
treaties, and would perceive a danger in imposing on it the opening of Oi^occa before the 
epoch fixed by the additional convention of ISfist. The cabinet of I^ris dectare^t, txtstdes, 
formally, what is also aduutted hy the cabinets of St. .lames ami the Hague, lliat ilic Tycoon 
I)eing tree to choose between the payuiout of the iudeumity and the opening ot a port, we 
would not have the right, if the pnuce execute one of these conditions, to exact the opening, 
hy :intifi|ia!ion, of lliogoand Osaeea. The minister of the Kmperor adds in rer- ' v;ion, 
ill tlie despatch which his excellency addressed t<i the cabinets of Londou, of \\ .-i>iiUi^ton, 
an»i of the llagno, under date of 2*id July, that the imperial government is of vptuion 
tiiaf thf sohition of this question may be devolved on the representatives ol tlio tour powers 
iu .)a|>au. In answer to tliis coimnunication, Karl Cowley has iulurmed Mr. Diouyn d'Lliuya 
that the government of her Itritannir Majesty conscnte<l to this last proposition. 

The represeiitati\ e of the I'idted .'states of Aim rica ha.s not recei\ed any instructions fron) 
bis government; but the measures j^ettled by the present memorandum being only the «'oiise- 
(ptrnee ot the policy which has been inaugurated between the four powers, signers of the 
treaties, Mr. Portmau, cbargd d'affaires ad interim, docs not hesitate on this occasion to unite 
with his colleagues. Mr. GraelF Van Polsbroek has received from his government identical 
instnu lloiis. In this stalf of tliinijs tho uiiil»M>i;r!ied, representativ es ol the I'liited S;ai' > i f 
America, of iCngloud, of France, and of the Netherlands, have deemed it neces.sai'y to assemble 
for the purpose of a mutual understanding*— First, on the means of reconciling the iiistmc- 
tions ot tlicir respective govenunents, while pi»serving intact tlie uiuon and coimmnrty of 
purpose which have already given theiD such power; second, ou the .steps to be followed 
so as to mnke the best possible of the actual situation. After having examined the question 
in all its a<peets; coii-Hideriiipr. <>n flu- one hand, that the proposition of the govenunent of 
her Dritannic Majesty to ahaudou a part of the iiideimiity in leliun, lirst, uf tiie opening by 
anticipation of the port of Iliogo and of tlie city of Osacea ; second, of the intilicatiou of 
the treaty hy the Mikado; and, thiid, of the revision »>f tlie t;iritV of duties, confoims with the 
spirit of the c«invention of the '2'Jd October, Je<14; cou.sidering, on tiie otla r hand, tiiat the 
goverun ent of his Majesty the Emperor does not diverge from the propositions of the cabinet 
of bt. James, except what tliere might he in them inopportune; considering the state of par 
ties in Japau: consideiing that the conditions claimed by England and the Netherlands, if 
they were spontaneously granted by the government of Ja|iau would no loiiger pres<'iit the 
dangers which France apurebeiuitMl. if such conditions should be imposed, auU would be 
prelerabb? for all interested in the payment of thier third of the indemnity, and that France 
would then have no ohjee;ion to oppose to this new arrangi iiient, which, is irpi fitrd, is in 
ful coniormity with the spirit of tbe cuuveutiou of the )i.ld of October; cou;iideriug that the 
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we11-uiiden«tood intereiits of the powers, sifters of the tn>at!e<i, and of Japan itnelf, r)*qn!re a 

prtmipt !>uliiti<in «»f (jUostionB clci;«-)i<liiifr. nvA fliat tin- Hbtiiuluinnctit of two-t!iir<ls .>t' ihc in- 
ileiiiuitj might facilitate and basteu the nttiticHtioi] ut' the treaties by tiie MikaJo, h uiiitiea> 
tioii wllich U the bear (^narantee of the future ^nod filiations of the fnni^rn power.H wiih .lapan, 
mid tliitt, uioR'Ovt'r, llie puverimii'iit of the Tycoon hiis niiri'.rrcd to ohtuiu it rroin thi- Mikudo; 
cuii^iueriug^ I but tb(> iib.>ciice of the Tycoon aud hin i)riut-i{jal uiiuistors reudern uuy iiegotiH- 
Uon at Yedo, if uot itn possible, at least illusory— toat it is importantt however, to affirm 
our rijrht to obtain in du*- tinjo the execution of an nafteemcnt and of a solenm convention, 
and to convince tiie Jupane-e pitvornnient, hh well uh the Mikado and the Daimio, that tho 
foreiffn powers have irrevocably detemrun il to exact the opening of Hio(;:o and of Osacca at 
the Ume tixed hf the treaties, if uot obtained before in consequence of a mutual understand' 
ing'-'tiie rspresentalires nudorMi^ed have a|n^i*ed hr common consent to transfer for the mo* 
Uient these it of ili.ir ne{iotiaii<>n> In ()>;ir(;i. Tliis iintt^iue, which h in |iiifti t conformity 
with the spirit pf the treatien, becuu:«e the 8aid repreMeutaiives are accredited tu thu Tycoon iu 
pcnion, will b«Te, besides, in the eyex of the friends and enemies of the Tycoon, a significa- 
tion which will f.injjTdnrly intin m < tin ' j y •-^ue of events which tiir in {(repiiration. 

In (act, the undersigned have lui n intoniH ti that tlie Tycoon, yieidinijto the instances of 
the Mikado uml tlie Iiaintio who Hurrounded hiin. had consented to reo-ive the Prince of 
Napnto a.H recipit iit in it i^ard to conditions w hich this rebel Daiinio had accej)ted some eijjht 
Uiouthtii befi're Indii i'riiice Owaii. jjeneralissiino of the Tyc(M»n's army, but which, upon 
Tarioos pru. \ts. lie lia<i not complied w ith. But the Tycoon, tlistrustinp, with reiuson, the real 
dispositions uf his subject, tixed a period (the J3th of I)eeend)er) after which be would con- 
aider tlie fHvorable conditions which lie whm wiUintr to iiave pven the rebel Daimio as not- 
liaviufr befallen, and would proceed at once to hi.s cliasiisement. 

The arrival at Usacca of toe represeutativcs of the powcfH, signers of the trcaticH, happen- 
inff at this decisire moment, followed by a respectable naval force to treat amicably with the 
xiiiiiisti-rs of the Tycoon, will prevent, there is room to believe, the commencement of Iiostili- 
iiet», which would, perhaps, be the «iifi:ual for civil war, the consetpu-nces whereol, whatever 
they mifpht he, confd not but injure the political as well as the commercial interests of foreien 
powers in .Injian; at all events, this arrival could not but pive the Japanese trovernnieiU tiie 
moral support that would facilitate the results of its uieaMureM, to the eti'ect ot obtaining from 
the Mikado the ratification of the treaties. 

In coDRetpience the undersifriied agreed immediately to addresH to the commanders of the 
naval forces of their respective cuiuiirii's, in order to have them luiderstunu the political bilu- 
ation, and to invite them to proceed to Osacca, w here they would 8ojouni during the time 
necessary to lead to a ffood result the impuriant uccotiationa which call them thither. 

Hie undersigned taite this determination, with the intimate conviction that It mar lead to 
Tery fortunate n-sults, and that in any event it is not of a lutture to ciiiii|iiuini'~<' tlic safe aud 
conciliatory policy w hich their respective guveruuients have ordered tlium to follow iu respect 
to Japan. 

Done at Yokohama, in qnadmplicate, the 30th of October, l*^*!'* 

A. L. C. POKTMAN. 
Ckargi d' Affaires of the United 8tiUt$ im Japan, 

HAKKY S. PAKKKS, 
II. B. M.^S Envoy F.itraordinary and MiiiisU r I'liniuutcntiary in Jupun. 

LEON KOCUKS, 
MiniaUr Pienipotenliaty of the Eviptrnr nf Ihr Frmrh. 

D. DE CiKAEl'F VAX POLSliliOEK, 
H. N, M,*» PolUieal AgaU and CoMtA Otnurul i» Japan. 



No. S. 

Jfr. Portntan ta the Oor^io. 

Lenatioh op tu£ Uxitbd Statr!* in Japan, 

October 30, 1865. 

Alter conft ninp with my collcii'/iies, the reptevcrifjitives of Knghmd, I'ranre. and the 
Nelherlantls, 1 have lormed with tli*-iii tie- uiuiiiiinuus tipinion that the pjomplcsi niode to 
secure a solution, alike satisfactory to the Japitnoe government and to the tr«'aty powt s s, of 
all liuit relates to the convention of tlie '-^^d ot October, ie<>4, is to nettlo the imporlaut mat- 
ter by negotiation with the niinister.t w ho are at present with the Tycoon, 

I have, therefore, the honor to inform your excellency that I propose immediately lo pro* 
ceed to Usacca with my colteaeues, the representatives above named. 

The object, as above stated, is so nniiiently of a friendly character that it caooot fiul lo he 
pri ']>: tiv <■ of Miiofaniial benefit to the gwemment and people of Japan. 

\S ith respect aud esteem, 

A. L. C. PORTMAN, 
Chargi t Affair— ^ tka UniUd StmU$ in Japam» 
Uis Excelleucy MiULtNu IuLV.>ii Nu Kami,' 

Mini»Ur for Fereigu Jffnr$, 9fe,, dfc^ tfe,, Yedo* 
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No. 3. 

Mr, Poitmau to Mr, Fi§Jur, 

Lboatiom of the Umitbd Statks IX Japan, 

October l -To. 

Sir: I have the honor to iu*"orm yon ili.it in concert with tli.- ifprt'iMjutfttivtw of" Great 
Ikitain, France, and the NetherlandB, I huvi- determined npoM ;< mjiorarily IninNlVrrin^ the 
It'pttfiitn to OsHfra, iif prrsrut the soul oi t\u- {jnv. i iiniciit c»t cuumU v. ^^ifh n vii w nf 
bringing mure prontptly to a. bucci-s»lul teruiiuatiuu tuipuitunt negutialiou» thai Uaw bucu ia 
progreos for soiiio time. 

I am, dr, respectfullj, jonr obedient swrant, 

A. L. C. ruKTMAN, 
Ckmrgi d'Jjfiiiru ad imttrim im Japmu, 

Geokub S. Fi^iick, Esq., 

VniUd StaUB Cwmm, Ktuutgmwa, 



Mr. Portman to Mr. Seward. 
No. 65.] Lboation of thb Unitrd Statks i\ Jai'ax, 

Sir; I liavi' tilt' lifiiioi- to infitrm you tlmt 1 arrived here <»n the 4th instant, 
aud ou tiiut day uddre^aod a leilcr to the •Suroi'io at U^sacca auuouuciug my 
amviu. 

Since then two COofereDGC^ have been htJd with the leading; men of tbo Ty- 
coon's government, minutes of wliich I herewith transmit, (encloj^urert Nos. 1 
and 2.) I also transmit (No. :>) eojiv <d' the convention >»ij;ned by Karl Russell 
and Japanese envoys in London on the Gth of June, 18G2, as constituting, in 
connexion with the treaties, the groundwork for the ncgotiationfi now in progress. 
Having been raide acquainted with the contents of your letter to Sir Frederick 
I^nice of the 1.5tli of August, in which you announce your dif<pot<itiou in antici- 
pation of the ratiiicatinn by the Senate of the convention of the 2'i(\ October, 
1SG4, to co operate iu tiie jjiaus proposed by her Ikiliiuuic Majesty's govern- 
ment, I feel assured that yon wilt be pleased to approve of my action. 

The information thus far elicited is of great importance, and in guidance iu 
further negJttiations I trust that it will be the means of leading to important 
results, which 1 shall, no doubt, be able to communicate in extauo at an early 
day. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

A. L. 0. PORTMAN, 
Ckarge JCAfavru nd interim in Japan* 

Hon. William II. Seward, 

tSecrelary of UlaU^ Washington. 



No. 1. 

MEMORANDUM. 

MimMtt of a conference k<ld onboard Ur MajMttf'g skip PrinrttB Rotfal^ hi>n<r off Hiogo^ on 
tkt 11m JVbMimfr, 18^, hoheten At nndtrsigned reffruenMweo iff treat powert and tko 
mndorngned mon^ro qf <A« Tgeoon^o gooommomt. 

Present: Sir Harry S. Parkes, K. C. B., her Britannic Mait"*fy's envoy extraonlinarv and 
minister pleaipoteatiary ; A. L. C. Portman, esq., cbargd d'atrahes ad iHterim of the t'uited 
States ; L>. de Oracff van Polsbroek, e^sq., his Netherlandish Majesty's consul gmerai and 

ii'ililical HiTLiif : Vjcf-A<liii:nil (I. Si. Viiucnt Kin;;, C. H., comuiHUtler-iii-i liii-r; Alit> nuujjo 
Kiioii, ujeiuber ot the tiorogio; Yaoiaguchi iSuruga No Kami, ouietaku of the Tycoon; 
Inowiiye Mondo Mo Sho, governor <^Ofl«cca. 
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Tlic Japanpsp ministrr explained to the forcifrn rpprfs.-nt.itives the circumstances that liad 
prevented lii** uicetiiitr flicm on th»> ihh iiistniil, lui'l Wen at tir«t arranj^ed. 

An interview betwo^ti tlm Mikado and Tycoon had hwu held on tliat day .it Kioto, (Miaco,) 
and thiti neoeiMitated hM (the mitu»tvr's) atteudance in that citj. Ue Itad Ivk tixe following 
d&yr aud had trarelled all nlprhtin order to be here this morning^. 

'I'hf IJrilish iniui^icr rli;iiiki -l Wtv Hfin;^o No Kami for his exertion-", and <'X]iI;isn<'d the 
arraugcments umd« iur hia rec^ptiuu, tirtit bv the reurciteutativea then present, aud afterwards 
by tlie French minister, who was prevented by indisposition from leaving his vessel. As to 
lite fli'lay wliich liiid oci urri'd fit Kioto, it was hop<-d that tliis would in tlior-nd contribute to 
thi> dt spuicli ot businei'.s, and that it deuutt-d that the foreign quo«tiuUd had btivu well con- 
8id(M-cd at Kioto, and that the Mikado and Tycoon had arrivM at a satisfactor j underataiidinfif 
witii < :icli orlicr on those points. 

J vrAM:>i: .mixistkics. Tla- Tycoon's intervjcw of the 9th wa» a vt-ry .satijrt'actory one, 
and no cti'ort is spared by him to etfect a complete understaudiug with the Mikado on the 
subject of fureif<;Ti relations. Unfortnnately, this re^sult cannot be iinmediatclj attMued, in 
couMfcuienco of the evil intiiiences which the Tyoon hfia to encounter. 

Foiu:nJN Kri'UKSKX r sTiv We hope, howtvi r. tliat the Tycoon ht\< succeeded in ob* 
taioiojif that funual ai>proval of the treaties which hm ministers more than a year ago pledged 
tbemselres to the foreign representatives to procure. If this has been done, th< u, us observed 
iu a letter of tin- Itli iti>tniit. onr hu-*inrss nifiy Ih' ^^ri ,iMy cxpflitci]. 

J ai'axrsr MiNlsTEllb. Thttt tdHcial sanction uf the Mikado is still withheld, in cousequeuce 
of the intri^es with which the Tyco<m has to contend. Chosha*s alfair is one of those. 

FdllKUtN in i'tiKSKXTATIVKS. We regret to hear such a cause assigned, as it shows 
that the Tycoon s iutiuence must lie very limited if he cannot overcome such dilHcnlties. As 
to ( 'hoshn, we have now reason to believe that he has become friendly to foreigners, and that 
the -Tycoon no longer meets with opposition in that quarter to the execution of the treaties. 

JapaXI^se MIXisl CIIS. It may be true that Ulioilm now appears to be friendly dispostnl 
toward foreigners; but he still retains his enmity to the Tycoon and seeks to complicate af- 
fairs at Kioto. The Tycoon's object has been to brin^ aboutan iinderstanding with all parties 
by d* gi ee.s, and thus gradually create a general opinion in&vor of the treaties. 

I\)Ki:KiX KKPiiBsenTATiVBS. We tTOst to hear £rom yoa that the Tycoon's effortihave 
been successful. 

J APAKB8B HnnsTKRfl. Unfortanately, the result baa not been entirely satisfactory. Con- 

siderable improvement hu'?, liowi'vcr, bo'n made, and the various piirtii-s in the country aro 
begiuuiugto uuderstaud that iheticnit-s nnist be ol>served. it id very ditlicult, however, tor 
a people Dke the Japanese to change an opinion th. y hav<^ so long held. 

I'our.UIX REi'UKSRXTATIVKS. \Vi: should feel obfiged if vou would .[--^r! i^ • ilefinitciv what 
Uithi ulties are now experieueed by the Tycoon's government in the r\< cuiion of the treaties. 

J.«PAKESE MIXI^STKRS. The .Japanese peofile, who do not understand the foreign question, 
are very slow indeed in comprehending the situation. When the Tycoon proposes amicable 
relations with foreigners, nerHuus step in to make difficulties, aud persuade tlie Mikado that 
Japan otrght to have no foreign relations whatever. The Tycoon has great difficulty in oon- 
U'olliug these people. 

FoREiON RBPREflBMTATlVEfl. Be 80 good as to give US the names of those obstructive 
parties. ^ 

jAPAXF.sr. MixisTER. I am unable to give you names, or to do more tliau n i -r io those 
general terms to the existence of unfavorable influences. There are people, however, wbo 
si-crrtly complicate affairs and oppose foreiirn iiiterc<nirsc. Choslm is one uf tli'/s«'. 

Folil'liux HEl*Ut>KNTATIVi;s. Cho.-<liu's hostility is iiu utV.iir of the past, and the foreign 
goveruoiients cannot take into aeeouut tliu.se ^t i i .tiid indt-Miibalilo hostile influences to 
which you so vaguely n-fer. If tli - -e exist, it is the duty ot l uliii;,'^ powers of the country 
to see tiiat they are j)romptly Mi]>pressed. The governments ui [lie tnuiy powers are at all 
event.s determined to insist upon the faithful execution of their tu aiies. an<l if the Tycoon 
wishes to be regarded as the governing power in Japan, he must bo able to enforce thi ir ob- 
Mfvettce. The intormation we receive as to the feeling of the Daimios and influential peo]>lo 
towards the tivaties is t-f a very ditferent kind to that supplied by the Tycoon's government* 
HV'e find profciuiuus of friendship where the latte r would lead us to oxpect direct hostility. 

Japakb^k MiNfsTEii. The Tjrcoon ^exerting himself, and with success, to suppress all 
hustiie actiiui. Were the sancUon of the Miliado to the treaties <mce obtidned, everything 
would go on smootldy. 

Kktiirrlanus CKXsi'L GRXKRAL. I was st Slmonoseki this year, and received earnest as- 

snraoces from Clioshu's oOivi is ilmt fn is not uiifrienilly to the tiiati< s. On flic contrary, I 
was told that h»; was anx'ous to open b inonoseki to foreign trade 1 wiui tui ihcr told that 
the real rias(m of the breach between the Tycoon and Choshu was the cxmventlon he made 
with the admirals last year — in a word, Choshu alleges that he is attacked by the Tycoon, 
not on account of his previous hostility to foreigners, but because he htu> lately shown Liniself 
to be well dis[io^r I tiiwards them. 

Japanese mikistji^k. Choshu's disloyalty to the Mikado has not yet been atoned for. 
Be attacked the Mikado and is still hie enemy. Cfaoehtt'e friend ly iirofBesIoiis to foieignort 
an made solely with a view to bia own intereat. 
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Netherlands consul gekeral. Wlien Choslin firod on foreign vessels be did m in ac- 
cordance with orders from tbe Tycoon, cupics of ivhich he faruiobed to the luluiiruls. In 
theric ordtn-.H thiTvcoon dccliinil thai foreign reladonawere to cease, and that foreigners were 
to be expelle<) from ih« country. 

Foreign reprbsbntativbs. We mnnt now enter on the parHcnlarhnMneds that 1e before 
HB. The Jiijoiiifsc niini>>tpr is doubtU'.«ss familiar with tin- rnnvi'iitinn of I"^<^1. and ;i1>t) with 
the apn-enu'iit iiuulc hy the Japanese envoys with Karl Hussell, in Lumlon, iu iNi'J. Bjr 
thiit a^ioemont hur Hi itniinic Hi^ty^fl government conKentml that Hio^ and other places 
hhould it'iK.'iiii cliiM-d for tivc years. (Hi certain condititms wliii h tlic .I:ipanese itiinister nitist 
hi' inviiif have not been luUillt-d. Thcrffore. in the terms uf lliat agreement, her Britannic 
Majt'sfy'K (;oveminent Clin isaiHt upon the openinp^ of Hiopo at t»nee if they iee fit to do so. 
Aceordinp to the convention of IHil, tht- 'l yeoon Ixmnd hini?*i-lf to ^iHy* an indpiimity of 
$;{,(MX),(Ki() or to open a j»oit. The Tycoon, after consiilcTiiiir the snlijcct for nearly ."ix months, 
decided upon paying the indemnity; but at the time that h*- intornicd the reprerientativ s of 
Lis choice, he applied for a considerable poetponement of the date tixed for payment. Tliis 
application has been commnnicatpd by tbe representatives to their re^ipectivp governments, 
and ini*tnu-tions have now been received. Tlieyan- to the cfiVct that tiic L'-'Vi niments of the 
four powers are not satisfied with the^e repeated delays and t vasionii ou the part of the Tv* 
coonV government, and they are determined npon reqniTinfr the pmictnal jiayment of tne 
indemnity if the Tycoon slxitiM >r'|l jin t. r this eomlition tn the ulternntive wiiieh ne imw 
have to propose. These are based on tlie tiesire of our povernments to furnish another proof 
of their liriendliness to the Tycoon, l)y convincinpr him that it has never been their wnh to 
exaet nn'n. v fVoiit his frovernnient. fnit to i<itpni\ e our relations witli Ja]mn. The^e relations 
can be belter proiiiuted by tiie e\U'ii.>>iiin oi commerce than by the payment of indemnities. 
Our goverunieuts are, therefore, willing^ to remit to the Tycoon'two-tliirds of the money stipu- 
lated in the convention of October If'<»4, in return for the immediate opening; ot' HKtfjo 
and Osacca to trade, the fornial consent of the Mikado to the treaties, and tlie repilarization 
of the taritf on a basis of five per cent. In virtue of tlie London convention of Iir^i'J, the 
opening of Hiogo and Osacca might he demanded at any moment, and a revision of the tnrilf 
can be claimed under the treaty itself. A formal annonnrement by the Mikado of his ap- 
proval of the treaties is, theretore, tlie oidy additional measiire that is now asked, and this is 
simply a mark of friendship, which ought to he granted without hetiitaii«)n, and which tbe Ja- 
panese ministers promised to obtain npwards of a 3 ear a^o. We f^roatly re^rret to hear that 
this has not heen obtained, and are natunilly leil to iniiuire why. \\'e are jiistitied iu sup- 
posing that it is not withheld at the ius^tij^ation of a»troug hohiile party, becautte we have 
received friendly assurances from some of the reputed leaden of that party, and also because 
the minister hiuKielf is unable to name a single l^ainno or per«nn of inliuem-e who takes a 
part H}iaiu.><t lorcig^ners. At the j^aine time it would not be siirpi i>iii^'- t.i lirid that toreiirn in- 
tercourse was rejrardcd in a distasteful light hy Mikado and l>iiiii:i. s. if it be true that the 
Tycodii, a- is nilc^ed, involves then) in its bur<lens, and yet deprives them of participation iu 
it» advantages. It is jKiShible that the disunion which is reported to exist between tbe Mikado 
uid Tjcoon, and between the Tycoon and certain of the iMimios, maj be occasioned by dia- 

Eutes among themselves, in which foreigners have no concern. Such causes, howe\ or, cannot 
e allowed by the foreign governments to interfere with the exercise of the treaty privilejrcs. 
In the proposed arrant^'-'ucnts, wliich we have now met to discuss, an opportunity is otiVred 
to the Tycoon of proving whether he is really well disposed towards those governments with 
whom he has made treaties, and is willinpf to improve and extend his relations with them. 

Japant-sk MlNisTKit. I am aware that the opening of Hiogo and Osacca was postponed 
on certain couditious. The Tycoou's government greatly regret that they have not been 
able to keep those conditious, but this result is not attributable to unfriendly foelinga on thidr 
part towards the foreign governments, hut to the obstacles they encounter among their 9wn 
people. 

Foreign RSPUnENr.M'lVKS. We shonld be glad if you would describe these obstacles. 

J.xrANKSE MINUTBHS. Tiie Daimios were at one tiu't ht siile. Thev have ceased to iu so 
BOW, in so far that they no longer wish to enofan^e ju open conilict with the foreijrners; but 
their opinions are still divided on the subject ot tbreign trade, and they won Id be glad to s(m) 
it stop]»ed. I cannot give yon, as you request, the names of any of the Daimios: indeed, the 
opinions I refer to are those rather of sections of the popniation than of individual Duiniio^. 

FoKKH.N Ki PUF.sKN"r.\TivF.s. We are plad to patlnT from your remarks some confirma- 
tion of the statements we have heard elsewheie, that the Dainiios are adopting more intelli- 
gent views respecting foreign relations, and are laying aside their old unreasonable hostility. 
This state of thinp;!j ehould materiallj facilitate the adoption of a liberal policy by the Ty- 
coon's government. 

Japavbbb MiNiSTBRS. Bnt If Hiogo and Osacca were opened at this moment, the old fool- 
ing would return and the people's minds would be nni h di^iniln <]. 

FoRKKJN RKi'RESiENTA'nvES. In our opinion, such an as.seriiou cannot he maintained. 
\\ iiave never found tl»e people unfriendly, and if the Daimios have ceased to be actively 

hostile, as the .In]>nnese ttntM»!er himself states is the case, we cannot se© why the opcrinrrof 
the ports uaiueU iu tbe third urticlo of the treaty should be longer deferred. The foteigu gov- 
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pnur.f'iifs will no' cnntfnt to on waifinp- i f tlioj tlidik Ihttt tile ddftT'Is Occasioned by 

laulty tMliiiiuistrati'Ui ou liif jmrt of tli»* Tycoon. 

JaPANRSB BtlMNTKK. AlTiiirs are by no nioann in a settled condition. The Hikado*8 ap- 

provjil of tlip tnati«>.s h siill \vithli«'l(f, nti<l lio olitfiint'il bi'torii any new ports can be 

opeuinl. The Tycoon nuint jiroceeil very gnulually in this matter. It, iu order to show 
Ills trii'udship to the foreipn poworH. lie were Huddi uij to opt-n nt-w p<»rts nnd caiisi^ I'lvsh 
troiibleti to bii'uk out, neither foreijrn nor native inteit sts would be benefited. I hope that 
tbe repr<->ieiilative.s wlM understand that the Tyction's povt-rnment has preat diflicnlty to 
contend with. 

FuREiUN KKPiiESi^ rATiVii;^. Yon keep us so entirely in tbe dark as to the nature of the^ 
alleged diflicntties that it is not praifitble for ns to understand them. On the other hand, the 

iiifurination that rt aches us from otht-r qiiarti is Is tif">iuch an opposite character tlmt we niny 
be excused fruui duubtiug whether tbene difficulties have any real existence. Tbese iudefiuite 
Btatements have been so oft^n repeated by tbe Tycoon's government during the last six years 
that we can no lonper place any reliance ()n tlietii. It i- ( K ur that tlie Tycoon's povi ninn-nt 
eithiT occasions these (lifTiciilties tliHm.s«*lvcs or are powcrlt-ss to jirevent them. L)o you wif»h 
u.s to understand that the Tycoon's {fuvernment positively prefer pnnetual payment of the 
indemnity to acce]>tin<r the alternative conditions now proposed t 

JAI'A^■|;^K MIM-STEIIS. We are quite prepared to pay the indemnity in piuirtua! (piartcrly 
instalmcnta, as stipulated in th» convention. We would ratber pay this money, aii<i even a 
much largtTsuni, than open new ports. Tliis cannot be done while the present troubles con- 
tinue, wliile Choshu remains unpunished, or until various improvements in our government 
are effected, such as the construclion of a navy, better batteries, Arc. We wish also tocliaiij^e 
the present w r on system in regard to the trade of th e Daimios. At present a Daiuiio can ouiiy 
trade at tbe ope n |>orti thitnigii the enstom-house officers, and not by means of his own agents. 
We are cousid' riiip how an improvod system can be introduced. 

Foreign kei'RESBMTATIVES. The restrictions placed on the trade of the Dniuiios is one of 
the -bieariies of the treaty on the part of the Tyct^on's {Government of wblch we complain. 
The trea!y ].<i',\*-rs coiisiilcr tliat the t"ulfihnt't!t i<( iln se IreiilieiJ is the filSt duty on the part of 
the Tycoon's ^uverumeut, and should take piecedeuco of tliu erection of batterie8, «SLc., which 
are not needed to protect the country aj^'ainsta foreign enemy. When does the Tycoon's 
govoninient propose to Hiojro luul O^acca ? 

JaI'AXE.^E MlSl.sTEK. Mot before Choshu lia.s been puni.-hed. We*ire aware that wo are 
hound to open these and other ports in the beginning of 186d, and we trust to be able to do 
■o about or possibly betore that time. 

Foreign UKrUESENTATiVKS. The foreiprn povernirents conceded the postponement of the 
openuig of liiojjo ami other ports on certain conditions. As these conditions have not l)een 
kept, tbe foreign ^overuuieots have a perfect right to insist upon the opening' of thcKe ports 
when tbi^y think i>:op«^r. (Paragraph in London convention refcrrinj^c to this |)oint then read.) 
The Ja])anc.se minister will therefore uudersland that the perioil ot' the ojietiiii<r of theeepOTtS 
does not rest entirely with the Tycoon, and that it is quitu within the couinetence of tbe for* 
ei«,'ti ]H *\vers to withdraw the concessions made in 1862 whenever they see nt to do so. 

.l.\i'ANt.Sf: MIXISTKRS. We WfriX't that we have jiot k< |)t all the eoiiditioiis of tie- f.dTidon 
a^aeuieut of lcji>*2, hut we tru.st that the foreign govi rumentji uiil iii<liili:i utly coiisuit-i ihu 
difficulties of our position. 

FoKKlciX Rr;i'RKSF,XTATT\'r..s. We cannot hold out the hope that tli. indulpeiK < t,f ilie 
foreign governmenlti in respect to Hi«)}ro will be mudi lonp-r contiuucJ. How enu the 
foreign govcrnmentH take into cousidt iatiou the alleged difficulties of the Tycoon so long as 
it is impossible to understand in what these consist, and the Tycoon's ministers wilhhotil all 
explanation respecting them I The reticence ot the Tycoon's ministers is an old subject of 
complaint. Apain, the foreign governments must be satisfied that their indulgence is not 
abused by tbe Tycoon's government. What good reason can the latter give for not having 
removed those restrictions on trade and intercourse whiyb they are bound to do by the Lon- 
clou (c'l t • n.eiit :' '] he very first condition, the leYOcationof the old law outlawing foroignerB, 
has uut jrtit been complied with. 

A discnssion here arose among tbe Japanese as to the correct translation into their Ian- 
gnape of that passage in tlie London coiivcT timi of iHVi which relates tn the last-iinmed 
subject. Alter advancing several contradictory statements, the Japanese uiiuisier tiuidly 
declared that the law in question had been repealed twenty or thirty yean ago, and that the 
revoraiiiiu had again been it peated at n later date, which l.<' rmrd not remember* lie WOUld 
Satisly hiin.Helf ou that point, and inl'oim the foreign repre.-t ntutives. 

FoRBlGN ltEPRR8ENTATfVE8. The revocation of this old law is only one of the variooa 
Condi'ions oj ihe London ngn-ement. Most of the restrictions on trade which should have 
been ubolished both by the agreement and by treaty still exist, uud 1 must r»'peHl that ou tills 

Sound alone the foreign govemn ents can at any time claim the opening of tiiogo and 
lacca irTBspective of the payment of the indemnity of the convention of ItHA. 
KETHt RlJtVDS CX»NSt;L GF.NKKAL. And I must distinctly remind the Japanese minister that 
tbe Ketiii-rlands government can demaud the opening of Hiogo ai Jiny iKi aient, as, although 
thcty gave their consent to the postponement agreed to by her iiritanuic M^esty's guvein* 
ment, that concesiioa was nerer focmally communicated to tbe winiaten of tM Tycoon. 
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Foreign RCi'llf:.sENTA'nvE8. Wc are noxious that tho Japanese miuidter should carefully 
consider the proposals that have been made to him. If thej are rejected by the Tycoon a 

(f'lvtriijuifint, iiiid till" h]>< ( i]y «if Hiopo and O-iart a ivt'uscHl, we shall liavr to ivpn- 

seut to uur mopectivf f^uvi iuun uIji our lu'liof as to « lu-ther the Tycoou's govrnnnt^nt have 
good reasons for this refusal. Our groveruiiu-nts %vill then consider whether thty will inaist 
iij>'>!i t!,r:r ri<rlif t'> demand the opi.-uiti{;: of this ami ctlur ports on the pronnd i»f the iion- 
fuitiliiiciit ot tiie couditious of the Louduu upecatcnt of ]^o*<!. If, theiefore, the Japanese 
ministers delay the opeuinff of the^e portSi they may find themselTe^ calU-d upon to yield tha 
point without being able to secure the advantap' now offered them of a n inisviou of two- 
thirds of the indemnity. The foreig-n goveniments can denmnd both the oj)eninp of HiogtJ 
and Osftcca and tho payment of the iudcuinity, and yet are willing at the piesi nt tiiiu> to 
forego the latter if the Tycoon's governnieot will give aproof of fnendliness and of their wish 
to encourage trade by voluntarily opening the ports tnemselTea* The Japanme ministers 
.shuiiitl, tlieri'fore, clearly see that flicir ai!\ iuitMj;c lies in piving favorable itmsidi-ralion to 
the proposals now made to ihem. We cauuut perceive that the opening ot 11 logo and Osacca, 
under pesent circumstances, can be either difficult or injuriotis to the Tyc<Htn. On the con- 
traty, by eonci-ding this point promjitly, he will strengthen tlie friends)nj> (*f the foreign yvw- 
ers, luay secure the renii8siou of ;$2,UUU,(JU0, and may avoid iiuding Ihuim If in the pooittuu of 
having to open the port unconditionally, upon the demand whicli the foreign governments, 
uudtT the agrct Mi' lit of l,Mii,l>in, are entitled at niiy time to make. The toitiL'ti g<>\ fnimeuts 
wish to support ibut ot the Tycoon, but they exjiect to tind their friendship and eon.sidera- 
tiou reciprocated. They have reason to believe that this would bo done by those Daimios 
who have expressed themselves anxious to cultivate relations; and the njinistei-« of the 
Tycoon should bear in mind that there is uuthing in tiie tieaties which forbid intercourse 
with thefie Daimius at their own ports. 
Japanese minister. These arguments place the subject in a new light, and I shall be 

Slad to give them my best conrideration. To eiMble me to do tfaia, I should wiah to adjourn 
lis contt renee until lo-nioiTow at lOo'clock* 
The conference then terminated. 



Xo.8. 

MEMOKAXDUM. 

JUinutcs of a conference held on board her Britannic JUajeBty's thip Princess Royal, lying of 
Hiujoy on the 14<A November, 1^65, beiwten the undersigned repreeemtatitet of treaty power* 
unatkt wmdormuUioMd memben ojf the Tycoon^t goventmemt. 

Present : Sir Harry S. Parke'*, K. C. H., her lirftaiinic- >f:ije.>'ty's envoy » xtraorditinry and 
niiin>-f<'r iili iiiptiteniiary ; A. L. C. Portman, es<j., ehitrge O'at^aires urf w*/' r»m of tin I uited 
Sliiti s ; ] ). (leGraetf van Polsbroek, esij., tiis Netherlandish Majesty'aoonsul general and polit- 
ii'ai u-reiil; Vice-Aduiii JiH ii'<'i;^i* St. Vincent KitiL'.C 1'".. T?:tvnl roinumnilci-iu-i'liii-l'; Idiuuii 
Ko Kami, a vice-ministi r uuU im laber of tho m tuml cuuucii, accoiupaiia-d by u i'uiuetskeof 
higli rank. 

The vice-minister stated that lie had been sent by the Tycoon to moot the foreign repre- 
sentatives in tho place of Abo Uungo No Kami, who was prevented by indisposition from 
ki L'ping the engagruH-nt he had made with them *>n the 11th instant. O. Sa.sawarf Ike No 
Kami, uiemher of the 8orogio, had also been directed to accompany him, but was prevented, 
Vice Abe BnngoNo Kami, by sickness, from doing so. 

r( uuK.N ui:i>ui:.«sKN-rATiVBS. It is unfortunate that we should hxvp to deal on each occa- 
siou witliH fresh envoy. 

Japanese MlN'i.sTKK!«. TheTycognrecdved Abe BnngoXoKami*8 report of the conference, 
on t lie Mth, with the foreign represeulativ«'s, nnd jx-rtVctly understood the arguments nigeil 
by the latter, and the justice of them. He had si<iii<> i<lea of the foreign question belWe, but 
has now, U>i the first time, fully uiidi t stood it, and is of opinion that it merits grave con.sid- 
emlion. The Tycoon eanu stly wishes a satistactory adjustment, and will pn-i krd to Kioto 
without delay to deliberate with the Mikado, whose sanction is necessary- to tin* .sti jts that 
have to he tMten. Abe Bungo No Kami promised to bring to day a dwMsive ausw er to the 
proposal of the representatives; but as the Tycoon is unable, himself, to come to a determi- 
natitin, without previously obtaining the approval of the ]^likudo, he will proceed to Kioto 
for that pur(Mise. We hope the reprasentatjves will wait • lew days to admit of our obtain- 
ing a final answer. 

FoRKiGN rkpresemtauvbs. Are we to understand these lemurks to mean that tho Ty- 
coon ha.s not yi t explained to the Jlikado the state of foreign xelations, or ^plied for the 
approval of the treaties f 

Japanese unoirrBRS. The fiycoon may have spolcen with the Mikado in ifeneral terms 

about foreign relations, but the diflicnlty as to the sanction of tlie latter to ihf tn a'if s -itill 
exists, li is with tho view of obtaiuiug this sanction that the Tycoon now pri>poi>es to visit 
Kioto. 
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FtoREKSN RFPRF.SENTATIVES. But the Tvctvm Ims onlv jnst rptnnif <l from Kioto, ^hf-re 
he staid a week, and tiix intcrriew with the Mikado w.-us a.sr^i'^ncd aa the cause «»!' the delay 
wUeb oecorrad te sendin|:r Abe Bini(^ No Kami to meet the foreign representotiTeii. 

Japavrsr MTNisTtiRs. Th»t is true; bat the late audienoe had more lefermce to theafiain 
of Choshu than to foreign relatioim. 

VORBIOM RBPRBflBMTATnrBfl. How loDg will it take to leem the remttt of thia seeond 
audience T 

Japanesr ministers. An the Tycoon will be nnablo to leave until the day after to-mor- 
row, rtkI ^vil1 ttikc two dtiys to <ro up and tit** hhdic time to return, and as the negotiations at 
Kioto will take Dome time, we wish you to delay your departure for fifteen days. 

FoRBIoif REP8K8ENTATIY*». As tbeTycoon has somneh difficulty in explaining matteni 
at Kioto. ]v«-rhap!» it would h>- ijs well if tlic ri [Uf-i ntativos wnrc to accompany liim there. 

Jafancsb ministers. That would .siriously coninlicate matters; it would alarm the 
people and provoke the Tldlenoe of the liostilf party. The Tycoon himself will really pro- 
eeeu to Kioto for the piu^^ose of fully explaininp' matt^TS in person to tho Mikado. 

FoRKicx RErRLSF.NTA TiVF.s. Are we positively to understand that during the year that 
has t iapscd >,in(c the Tyc<H>n undertook to obtain the Mikado*s sanction to the tieatieshe 
has done nothiujr to effect tliis measure? 

Japanksk »1l^l^TKR.*^. That is not so. Tho Tycoon has always been endeavoring to • 
arrive nt this n -^uli ; but in couHoquencc of the mai^ difficalties he has had to contend 
with, he ba« not hitherto been able to succeed. 

FMtciaw REPRCfiEHTATiTE!). Can the Tycoon himmlf secnre the Mikado's iianetlon to 
' the tretttit's, or d<)es it dt jx iid on the Mikado's pleasure to irivc or withhold it ? 

Japanese ministeus. The Tycoou will explain the matter fully to the Mikado, uud will 
nse eveiy endeavor to obtain this sanction. * 

Foreign kkt'rf.skntativf..*^. If the Tycoon r^Hresents matters clearly to the Mikado^ 
will the Mika io tlu n f»'ive liis (sanction ? 

Jafahese mims i f.r. The TyoHm will reprrsontaffslrBinsncliaBianner that the Mikado 
will be compelled to give his !«aucti<in to the trcatM'R. 

PORF.KiN UKFRF.skxtativf.s. As to iJiogo atld the other ports and place.s nana' 1 in tlie 
treaty, is it ne<M'Hsar)' for thf Mikado's consent. to be first givt-n l»ctVir«' th«'8f can be opened f 

Japanese minister. Yes. the Tycoon must first obtuiu the Mikado's consent. 

FoREiCN RRPRKSF.NTATiVEs. In the ei'ent, however, of the Mikado's consent being re- 
fused, can tin T; > on, in tho i-xercise of his own authority, open thi'sf ports ' 

Japanese MiNitsTEU^. The Tycoon will certainly succeed on this occasion iu obtaining the 
Mikado's oonsent. 

FoRF.KiN' Kt:PKR!«RNTATivrs. On the subjoct of tho lOTision <^ tko tariff, must the Ty- 
coon also first refer to Kioto tor the Mikado's orders? , 

JAPAKE8B iinnSTERS. Matters relating to'the cnstoms need not be referrcMl to tlu' Mikado, 
ns they ar«» not considered to be of 8uthci»'nt iinportunro. Fonnerly tho Tyi "oii li.iil the 
LKiwt'r as ruler of the empire to open ports, but now tliat liie stale of atlairs ha.s changed tlMi 
llika io'ij consent most fint be obtained. 

FoREKiN REPRESF.XTATIVI.S. You of conrne do not intend us to infer from thpj?e remarks 
any inability on the part ot tlie Tycoon to give t trect to tlie eiu^agenioutM he has contracted? 

.Jaf.\NKse MINISTERS. The Mi'kado must first give his sanction to the treaties that Invt* 
alreadjr been concluded. Tiiis is required to enable the Tycoon to faithfully carry out his 
obtiffations. It is to the absence of this sanction that any failure on the Tycoon^s part to 
fulfu bis nliIi_,'-utioi)s is to be attributed, and al-^i uM ihf tronlilcs in respiH-t to fon i'.rn relations 
which have hitherto occurred. I regret that foruierlv the sanction of the Mikadu to tlte 
treaties was not required, becanse tlie Tyeoon himself held sovereign powers, (lit«^rally, was 
the King Oi of the country;) but in the pn-scnt state of affairs, ho cannot enter into any 
new treaties or even carry out ail the engagements of those already made without tlie 
•ranvral of the Mikado. 

Foreign reprf>f.ntativks. If that be the state of afTairs it is of vital importance to the 
Tycoon to obtain the Mikado's appioval. Unless he does so uud proves to I'oieign govenl- 
ments that he is really charged with the conduct of foreign aftahns, his position wiUhecoma 
M snl>ordlnate a.s that of an ordinary Daimios. 

Japanese ministers. This is perfectly true, and it is precisely becauso the Tycoon under- 
stands this contingi ncy, that he ttow intends to leave at once for Ki<Ho in order to settle this 
point with the Mikado. 

Ft>itBiON REPREseiVTATirES. The Tycoon, however, and the IBkado also, must clearly 
understand that whether the trenty ptiwcrs ha%o in future to deal oitlu r with onmrtlit" other, 
they will insist upon the strict Tulfilment of the treaties. If tho Tycoon wishes to be rt*- 
garded as the governing power, he must be careful to take whatever steps are necessary to 
make his po\\ ( i ci-'nplete. From what the Japanese minister says, this sanction of tlic Mi- 
kado to the Tycoon's past acts and his authority for the future control of foreign affairs 
appears indispensible, and we trust in his own interest that lie will succeed in obtaining it» 
'Vv I' wish to put a (jufstion as to that rlartse of the i^ondon agreement of IS V^ which pro* 
vidos that the Daimios may trade at the open ports through their own agents. The uecessaiy 

18 » o ♦ ♦ 
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pennisslon appcnrs, ttowerer, to hxre been wiiblwld. !■ Hub attrilmtable to th« Tyeoon'i 

ui-tion? 

Japanese MiMSTER. The Tvcooa cau give tliis ppiniission, but it would uot bo con- 
▼enient to exorcise bi« rig^ht in this respect iw lonp ii> tin- Mikaido withlmlds his consent to 
tlie troittios So many ( (trnjilirationH are occnsioiiod by the waist of this rnnsi'iit, that we 
cousitlor tLo tinio bos come wlioii it cuunot lonfer be deti-m-ii, and the I vcuou will now 
come to a definite undentaading witli tbe Hlkadu. 

FtntKKJN in rKrsENTATl\ FS. Wu do not rom])i-ehpnd the necessity for those repeated de- 
lays in t:irictiiig undtistundiuff, or, couttidcriug tbe proximity o! Kioto, why such a pro- 
tracted inU>rTal as fifteen days aboold be requited on tbe pieeent occasion. We cannot con- 
sent to wait so long. 

Japan'esp. minister. I am unable to state the exact time tbe Tycoon will require to 

obtain tin- Mikadn's sanction to tin- treaties, but lie is nutst anxious tfiat no time should be 
lost. Matters have now been brought to a crisis, and your arrival ^^ itli ships in these waters 
leads tbe Tycoon to suppose tbat yon may wish to go on to Kioto yixirsenree nnless be call 

effect a satisfactory arranjjeiiiL'nt. 

FfUiKiCiN Kt.i'Uh.sKN'J ATiVKS. It is indi8i)eu8ablc that wo should ascertain what powere 
the Tycoon really [Hwscsses — whether tbe gxnremnient of the country is in ids bsnoa^ and 
whet! cr hf is flit- friend to foreipn povercnients whicb he jirotesses to b(>. It' lie cannot 
satlsly us on these points, we shall then have to consider bow and where we aie to >eck the 
real government — whether at Kioto or elsewhere. 

, Japankse ministers. Til.- Tycoon, in order to keep up friendly relations with the trea^ 
powers, and indeed to nmiiilnin the existence of his goveninicnt, must obtain the Mikado 8 
sanction to the treaties. If he fails in this, then be will lose his pi»werand sink into a position 
sometbing reseuibliug tbat of a Daitoio. 1 hope, theretbre» that the foreign reprejientatires 
will widt here for fifteen days, as that time is really necessary for the Tycoon's nefrotiatkms 
with the Mikadt». 

FoREitiN REPMESENTATivEs. We regret tbat the Tycoon has uot made greater effortt 
during tbe yrar that has elapsed, since .the fbrei^'n representatives in October last niged 
uponTiiin, Viiith iti writing and through the Sorogio, the gravity of the situation. 

Japane.se minister. The Tycoon, in consequence of interftal dissensions, has hitherto 
been nnable to direct his wliole attention to foreign relations ; but heeiug tbat moderate 
measures are of no avail, be will now insist npon obttdning the Mikado's consent without 
further delay. 

I'niii iGN KEPitF.sENTATIVES. We wlll consider the time that we will agree to wait for 
the Tyc<ii>irs reply, but as we have waited here ten days already, we certain ly cannot con- 
Hent to r»Miiaiii lilteeu days more. We might possibly agree to a delay ol ei;,'iit or ten days 
at the outside, and in tbe intervdwenuj find it Convenient tovisitSimonosekior Other plana 
in tbe Inland Sea. * 

- Dutch conhdl general. An agent of a Daimio called upon me in i&Sii to inqidie if bia 
master could entor into direct trading rslaUona wlUi HollMid, as he himself wished and was 

ready to do so. 

JAPAVEttE MimsTER. Tbeve are otber Diumlob wbo wonld probably wish to do the same, 
bnt tbe Tycoon cannot g^ve them permission .to open their ports without tbe Mikado's con- 
sent 

FoRRiGN REPRESENTATIVES. To judge from tbo representations said to have come from 

tb<' sm-eral Dnimios, they believe thev euii disprnsp witli thl.<^ permission and consider that 
they have the right to control their own iiatle, foreign or otherwise, in tlieir own territories. 

.lAPANKsK MINISTER. I am sorry to hear that such reprPsent«tion> should have been made. 
It would be contrary to a nian<late from Kioto, which ftjirbids the P.iiniios to ojn-n theirports. 
Having infonned you of the necessity the Tycoon is under to go to Kioto to di>cu-'S the COU- 
firnuituMi of the tn aii- s by the Mikado, I wish to take my leave. 

FoKEiUN REPRESENT AT I vts. We cordially hope tha't success may attend the Tycoon's 
negotiations. The foreign governments will have to judge of his power and good will by 
his actiniis. Again, liou.wi, let ixs warn you that the tivnru- he has concluded muSt be 
taitbfully kept by tbe ruling power of Japan, in wlioaisuever it may bo vested. 

The conference then lenninatod. 



No. 8. 

Mrmornndttm fifrntd hy F.arl Russtll and the Japanese tnroys, June G, ]^C)"2. 

Tt has b»'< n rejucsk nted to her Britannic Majesty's minister in Japiin by tli<' ministers of 
the Tycoon, and to her Maje.sty's government by the envoys who have bet n sent to Kngland 
by tbe TyccKUi, that difficulties are experienceil by the Tycoon and hi-^ ministers in giving 
eneet to their engagements with foreign powtm having treaties with Japan, in citnsequenoe 
of the otmosition otbired by a party in .Japan which is hostile to all intercourse with fon^gners. 

Uer Mi^esty's goveruueni having taken these reprMontations into consideration, are pre- 
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parofl, on the eomlitions lii*rciunficr siK'cititd, to rctusent to defer for a p riod of five years, to 
CnmrnoiKo from tbe 1st of January, the fiilliltneut of those portions of the third article* 
r.f thf treaty betwi-pji Great Rritiiiu and Japan, of the *jr)tli (rf Anj:^ust, IH.')-^, which providt s 
fur llie opening to Jkitish subiucts of tbe port of NeojrHiu, or sionie other convenient port on 
the west coast of Nipon, on tiie first day of Januarj-, IHH?, and of the port of Hiotro on the 
first day of January, l&lo.i; and lor the residents of*]{riti>h snbieets in the city of )edo from 
the first day of January, IHGi, and in the city of Osacca from the tirst day of January, l^iVA. 

Her Majesty's poveninient, in order to give to the Japanese ministers the time tho:*e min- 
isteis consider nece^^saiy to enable them to overcome the o])position now existiug, are willing 
to make these lar^'e conoessions of their right onder treaty, but they expect that the Tycoon 
and his ministers will in all other respects strictly exfi ute at tlie jiorts of Napnsaki, Hako- 
dadi, and Kaua^avva, all tlie other stipulations of the treaty. That they will publicly revoke 
the old law ontlawing forei^ers, ana that they will speclsJly abolish and do away with — 

Ist. All restrictions, wlu ther as rej^.-irds (luautity or price, (m the sale by Japanese to for- 
eigners of all kinds of merchauduie, accoruiug to article Xl\' of the treaty of the 26th of 
Anpnsf, • 

2d. All restrictionfl on lnb<^, and more particularly on tlie biro of carpenters, boatmen, 
boats and coolies, teuchers, and si-rvauts, ot whatever denomination. 

'M. All restrictions w heiel»y Daiinios are prevented from sending their piodttce to market, 
and from selling the same directly by their own aeents. 

4th. All restrictions resnlting from attempt on the part of the custom-honse anthorities and 
other officials tn oliUkin tees. 

6th. AU restrictions limiting the classes of persons who shall be allowed to trade with 
foreigners at the ports of Kaga^aki, Hakodadi, and Kanagawa. 

Gth. All restrictions imposed on free interooarse of a social kind between foraign«n and, 
the pt^ople of Japan. 

In detanit of the ■Strict fulfilment by the Tycoon and his ministers of these conditions, 

which, indeed, are none otlu r than ilio.^e they are already bound by treaty to fulfil. In r JIa- 
jesty's government will, at any time within the uioresaid |>eriod of five years, coiiuik nciug 
fntin the' Ist of January, 1863, be entitled to withdraw tho concessions in r^^rd to the ports 
and cities made by this memorandum, and to call npoji the Tycoon and his ministers to 
carry out, without, delay, the whole of the provisions ot the tre^ity of August '20, 1&5H, and 
Bijeeifically to open the aforeMid ports and cities for the trn<!e and residence of British subjects. 

The envoys of the Tycoon accredited to her Britannic Majesty announce their intention, on 
their petum to Japan, tosnbmit to the Tycoon and his miuisiers the policy and expediency of 
opening to foreign commerce the ]HMt of T'susimn, in Japan, a,s a measure by which the in- 
terests of Japan will be uat«riuily promoted, and thuy eusago to suggest to the Tycoon and 
hill ministers to evince their go<ia will to the nationn of Europe, and their desire to extend 
coimt" ret' between Japan and Ktirope by reducing the duiie.s on wiii( > atul .-j'irits inii)orled 
into Japun, and by permitting glassware to be inserted in the list ot uiticluji ou which an 
import dntj of five per cent, is levied, and thereby remedying an omission inadvertently 
Dja.li- on the conclusidii nf the treaty. And they further eiipii^'e to recommend to the 'I'veoou 
sud Lis uiiuisters to make an'uugenients lor the estiiblisliinent at Yokohaoiu and ^>'aga.saki of 
warebonses, in which goods coming from abroad may be de|»osited nnder the control of 
Japanese officer!*, without payment of duties, until stieli time lus tlie importers shall nbtain 
purchasers for such goods, and be prepar«xl to remove them on payim nt uf the import duties. 

Her Britaunie llqesty's principal secretary of state for foreign alVnirs and the envoys of 
the I'vcoon have accordingly signed this memorandum, wliicli will be transmitted by the 
foiuiei- to her Majesty's repie.sentaiive in Japan, and by the latter to the Tycoon and his min- 
istera, as an evidence of the anrangement made between them on the sixth day of J tine. ] 663. 

(Signatures of tlift this* Ji^amese ravoys. ) 



Mr, iScward to Mr. Portman, 

No. 7.] Defautmbnt op Statb, 

Washington, Korember 20, 1865. 

Sir : T have to acknowU-dge the rrcoipt of your de.-^patcli, No. l^, of Au^n^t 
?2. Tlu' President sec?* no reason tor tlisapprnvini; yi-iir procci diitf^s tlierciii 
mentioned in regard to the receijit of indemnity money teml< red and paid 
by tlio Japaopee government n>r tbe use of tbe treaty-making western 
powers. For tbe prenent the subject of tbe disposition of the money is at- 
tended here by two ditncultiet?. Fir^t, the treaty hat* not yet been approved 
by tbe Senate. Second* we are waiting an uoderatauding with tbe interested 



Digitized by Google 



^76 



DIPLOMATIC OOBBESFOKDESrCE. 



■ European powers. I hope that tlicse difficulties will be removed in tlie 
course of the next month, (I)( c_( mVirr,) within wliich Con|2:res3 will have as- 
sembled, and I shall look for coiumuuicaliuua uu thu bubjccL Irom the European 
States which I have addnsted. 

I am, sir. Tour ohedieot' servant, 

WILLIAM H. S£WA&D. 

A. L. G. Poi(Tii|AN, Esq., ^c, Xedo. 



Mr. Portman to Mr, Seward. 

No. G6.] Legation of thb Umted States in Japan, 

Yeilo, Xovcmbrr 30, 1S65. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the Miliado'B formal sanction of 
the treaties has been obtained ; this is, in &et, the ratification of the treatieB. 

In preference to the opening of the port of Hiogo and the city of Oi<iacca, 
on the lat of January next, the Japano?o govomment will par the indemnity 
of $3,000,000, according to the convention of the of October, 1864. 

A revision of the tariff has been agreed upon. 

It is also quite certain that civil war in Japan has now been averted. 

I left Osacea bay on the 26th, and arrived at Kanngawn on the S8(h in« 
gtant. On iny arrival T learned there wap a rnmor that I had been assassi- 
nated at Hiogo. 1 wrii^ irami (li;it<'ly waited on by govcrnora of foreign affairs, 
and received so many cougnUulatioua bciiides, that I could not learc for this 
place nntil yesterday in the forenoon. 

This morning I comumnicated to the members of the government the Mi', 
kado'n; sanction, and also the iiij^tnu tions wliich they will foon receive from 
tlio Tycoon, with a view of arhvixig at a prompt amendment of the tariff so 
urgently needed. 

I shall endeavor to prepare in time iFor {hisT mail a detailed aeootmt of the 
Bucceet'ful negotiations ana the results ahove mentioned, whidi I have no 

donbt you will be pleased to approve. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

A. L. C. PORTMAN, 

Charge d'A^airet ad tatercm. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary if Skitet Wathingfym* 
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Mr, Morris fo Mr. Seuard, 

[Extract] 

No. 100.] Legation of the United States of America, 

CoMtantinojiht December 7, ISO 4. 
Sib': a******** 
I have translated the enclosed article from the Byzantes, a Greek paper pub- 
lished in this capital, which has a large ciicnlatioB both hera and among the 
Greek populntion throughout the empire. 

It may be gratifyiug to the Presjident to know how perfectly his character 
and actions are appreciated at this distant puint hv a foreign people, (for the 
editor but repreeents the sentiments common to all Gredu,) and how important 
bis re-election is regarded by the friends of liberty in the eaet^ 
With great rMpee^ yonr obedient servant, 

E. JOY MOREIS. 
Hod. Wiluam H. Seward, ^ 
Secretary «f Stele. 



TH£ AM£&ICAN P&£SID£NTIAL ELECTION. 

* [I^om the Bysanite, tibe leiidiiig Greek paper at GonstMitinople, of the 4th*]>eoeiiiber, 1864. ] 

The news from "Now York announces the re-electltiii of lb. Iiincoln, President of the 
United States. All the States, with the exn ption of three, cast their suffrage for this bold 
and enoreeticlcader of the republic, who, luu^ Hince, thoroughly cognizant of the ultimate 
aims of th«' s<iuthem aeoosBionistih UM inflexibly penereied in his eflbrte to preeerve the 
Uoion at all bastards. 

The event may be regarded as the beginning of the end. The war will be bronght to an 

end. til*- Union will be saved, and forrif^n tn:i<-liin.itions will li'- foiled. Thrniiph tlio clfi- 
tion of the peace candidate for the presidency foreign influenct^ huped to secure the succesH 
oftfie aa e c ealon movement and the establishment of another power between the new empire 
of Mexico and the groat dcmotTatic republir. If Mr. I.iiR-oln had been drfcnted, the great 
QOdertaking which has bet;ii so lon^ priinecuttid, and at .such immense sacritici'S of bioooaud 
tmLsnro, would have been fmstrated, and before lon^ the republic, throngh foreign intripue, 
would h»v«' btfti (lisinfinhorod, and tho secession of the south recognized as a fixed fact. 
There would, no doubt, havu been touud in every State of the I. niou men lost to all patriotic ^ 
instincts and animated exclusively by selfish ambition and monarchical sympathies, who 
would have played the same part in their respective States which the secessionists are now 
jterforming in regard to the Union. ^In confirmation of the truth of our remarks, we refer t*> 
the tone of tlie greater part of the French j)r('s.s. There is uo mistaking it. The independ* 
tooe of the south is a i^neetioii of life or death for the new djnashr in Mexico. 

l%e seoessfoD movement is powsrftdly sustained from abnmd by secret aid. The piratleal 
cruisers of the disuniouists find an asylum nuder the gunn i f f 'Ik rbourp, in France, and of 
Braxilian 8bip».of*war iu the iiaciwre of tiiat country. Look at the aB'air of the Alabama 
and the Florida; look at the fremded seal of the Frnich jonmaiiste for the election of any* 
body but Lincoln, ami the false reports mnstfiTitly pnbHsbod by thenj of repnteil ■^ncci-Hses of 
the south, and their clatnor for the cessation of the war and the intervention of Kurupeon 
states, and it will be seen tfiat we are not far from the truth. Lincoln has shown himself a 
man of superior inte'licrence; a cotisununate patriot, combining prudence with energy, and 
fertile, in an fa:traor<iitmry degree, in expedients neces«iry ft»r the successful prosecution of 
the great contest which he has in charge. 

If America is indebted to Washington for one thing, it will erelong be made manifest that 
to Lincoln she owes all. Washington founded the IJnion ; Iiincoln will preserve it. It is 
andoubtedly a much more difficult tusk to preserve than to establish. Liiu nln, as President 
of (he UnitfHl States, has become the provideatial savior of hmnau liberty. His indomitable 
jKaeveiaoce has stimntatsd (he wondeiM activity of the nortbeni aimles, i^ven mw life to 
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till |M rxistent enerfiy of Grant ami of tbe other ponorals of the north. tTnderhtB admini*- 

trat'u'ii tlk< Aaic-ricun wur approiu lics \t< i tnl. ana tl i- -.'Uth is sinking untler oxiiaii.stioii from 
thf iticct^saut attacks to which it is 8ubj< ct, t)i«' drvastuiion ot its chief ritira, oud the sjrst4iin> 
Atic ,si( (i^ of its capitaL Lincoln has accomplished the pro{p«miDe of the Unionists. At 
tirst this jirop-raninie eni^irnrcd only ibe ahdlitlnn of nepro sliivcrv at every cost; snl>s»'- 
aueiitly Lincoln added to it llie inuiiiteiiauce of tli«' I'liion at all hazards. Thrniijjh the first 
tne I'uited .State« ha« shown itself consistent with the politiral principli-s to which it owes 
its origin ; through the second, Lancoln has completely baffled the iusidiooa schemea of tbe 
uioiiarehists. 

'J he I'lifiiiie.s of the adtniuistnttion of Lincoln havo drnoimced it in every way as factions, 
8cUi«h, reckless, and improvident, and as leadiuf; the Union to ruin. One of tbe chief or- 
gans of the nionavchfral faction, the editor of Ihn Courrier des Etats Vn\n, immediately after 

tbe election of T.iiu i.'ii, Ii ;t 'Im- S ;it»' and trail -ifciri d thf srat of imMication of his |i:i]'< r to 
Mexico. Despairing of sowing t>eed>i of disiieusioQ iu the republic, he has otfured hi^ »^rvice4 
to the new empire. The enennes of Mr. Lincoln and the Union have endeavored to weaken 
thi fmcc (if hi< rc-oV ctj i); liy a^sert^Ilp that it has hi'en aeoiuipli.shctl hy illepul incaii'^. Tlie 
r<>sult has, however, signaliy detiionsUHted that it is altopt-ther owin^' to thf ull^llakeIl con- 
fidence of tin? American people in the chamct<T and actions of ihe rr' nidt-nt. The cneniiea 
of the I'liinu have in»t only Moi^'ltt t>» f^ecnn- it.s dissiiliition hy foreign iutorveiitioii, hut ulan 
iu the protection which, opeuiy mul in tietiunce of law, they have atVorded to the piruticul 
vessels of the confederates, to invnlv«' the Union in war with foreign states, and to render 
Americans the instniment^ of America's min. The world has seen with what consummate 
skill Lincoln has navigated tho shiji of state tlironprh these perils by which it haa beon sur- 
nuiiuli d. Our readers recollect the manner in which Drouyn de Llmys reit is. .1 ihe Ameri- 
can uiiui&ter, Mr. Dajtou, on enteriug bis oflice to express to him the views uf Mr. Lincoln 
with respect to the new Mexicao monarchy ; ** Yon proclaim war ajrainst then.** 

They who befriend the new Mt xii an eiiipin'. and who lavish their trvasiin' for scheiros of 
annexation and conquest in Cocliiu (Jitina, Africa, and America, to support the political bys- 
t«m with which their interests are involved, are enemies of Lincoln* It is natural that the 
monarchical reactionists should dennniK n the r< publirnns as dema^opnes, charlatans, sans 
rutottts, revolutionists, Ac, Ac. They aie called demajfoguejs because they tell tho people 
what their enemies do not wish them to know ; charlatans, because they are fiaok and un- 
reserved in their dealings with thern ; revohitifmists, heoause they havo the power to move 
the |M)pular mind in the hour of danp'r. It is uo wonder, indeed, that Lincoln is calum- 
niated by these traducers of the friends of liberty. L)<'spite this storm of calumny, and of 
the efforts of tbe enemies of tlie >rro'.it American republic, tbe helm of state has been again 
committed by the suffrage of the pi ople to the hands of this man of firm and inflexible por- 
p.)*;!', and of indomitable iirrseverance. The war will soon terminate throuprh the subjuj^a- 
tiou or tbe paciticatiuu of the south. The JetlVrsou Dtiv is and Lee monorclucal instnuneuta 
cannot withstand the iron will of twenty millions of ]M>oplc, and the southern States will re. 
turn within their jiroper orbit. And if .Tnaie/., ri s|HH-tiiiir the iuten sts of tho ereat demcK-- 
racy, may now be silent, he will aiiaiu lie heard wlieu peace is made in the Lnited Slates. 
The recent Union victories have g'iven seiions apprehension to the patrons of tho i>ew Mexi- 
can empire ; they sei- in them the si;,'iis of approai-liin;r ruin to the ransi> of Jcdtirson Davia ; 
anil when that .shall take place they know the road to Me.xico will be opene<l. 

The re-elecfion ot Mr. Lincoln to the presideucy of the United States must be regarded as 
an event of signal historical import to tbe cause of lilx rty, and as a vindication of the sape- 
nor intellfffence of the American people. If ever there was a day In American history which 
rc'iulred the piactieal exercise of le^ral liberty, it was the day of the rec«'nt election for the 
Piu.-ideut of the I nited States. There can never be iu the annals of tbe United States a 
more memoratfle day than that of the ftth of November, 18(J4. If the confederates make a 
preat show of efl'urt, and if IIoo.l bus enu red Tenia ssie with HO.OOO men, Sh- nu in, accord- 
inix to the tele^rraph, having destroyed Atlauta, has abandoned it. Grant is erecting bis 
wiuier tenths in front of I^ichmond, and an extraordinary activity pervades all theannietof 
tite north. The comin|!f spriu}; will, in all probability, finish a war which, OH aoooont of 
many ditbculties, could nut have been previously brought to an end. 



Mr, Morri$ to Mr* Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No. 104.] Lbqatio.n' of the U.\ited Statk.s op Amekica, 

CoiuUtntinople, Fcl/ruari/ 15, 1SG5. 

Sib: 

Iluviiig in a previous de.=patch given pome details in relation to the Turkish 
aim/, 1 deem it proper to furuiab tbe followiug btatemeuta of tbe same, partly 
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in eoiractioaof statements in that despatch, and for the purpose of ap]irox;ui.it> 
ing na near .13 possible to cDm|)lfto accuracy. At the dcaili of Abdul iMedjiJ, 
the Turkisli navy con:^i.-'to(l of 105 veasela of all sizes, 1,2.32 guiit*, and S,314 
borse-powei*. Of these, three were steam line of-battle ships, carrying 66, 84, 
and 82 guns of 650 horse^power each, 5 frigates (steam,) each of 24 guns and 
459 horse-power, 4 corvettes (steam.) mounting in all 68 guns and 600 horse- 
power, (total ;) 13 sloops, mounting in all 73 guns and of (total) 1,560 horse- 
power; 19 >Jt earn t ran. port?, total horsic-power 1,664. Of the failing ve«i*el9, 
there were one liue-of-battle ship of 428 guns; another of 64 guns; 1 frigate 
of 34 guns ; 13 corvettes of 136 guns ; touU : 1 1 brigs, total 176 guns ; 4 
schooners, total 36 guns; 8 cutters, total 60 guns ; 25 guns boats, total 85 gnns. 
Grand total, 105 vessels of all sizes, 1,252 guns, and 8,314 horse-power. 

Since tb(j accession of the present Sultan there have been added to thin force: 
one lineof-battle ship (steam,) <J6 guns, 800 horse-power; 3 frigaLes (steam,) 
60 guns, 600 horse-power j 7 corvettes, 52 guns, 1,080 horse-power ; 9 traua- 
ports, 970 horse-power; besides 4 iron-clad firigates in course of eonetruction, 
mounting 136 heavy guns, and 8 sailing floating batteries, mounting 25 guns. 
Total 32 vessels, 490 guns, 4,500 horse-power, exclusive of the mailed 
frigJites. 

The present Sultan has increased the naval force by more than one-third of 
its artillery and almost double its steam power, raising the total to 1,742 guns, 

and about l.'»,3]4 horse-power. 

Exclii.-*ivc of tlie cliiif arsenal of construction at Constantinople, there are 
four other secondary arsenal?*: at I.«mid and r»hendek in the sea of Marmora, 
and Sinopo and Eregli in the Black Sea, and two miuor ones at Khodes and 
Metelin. At all these places vessels are built 

The naval school is at Khalki, one of the Princes' islands in tiie sea of Mar- 
mora, where excellent instruction is given in nautical science to about 200 
youths. General knowle<lf^e and the Eiiglis^h language i?* also taught. The 
following is a table ot the rauk and monthly pay of the officers, including ra- 
tions. The American gold dollar equals 23 Turkish piasters: Lieutenant, 500 
pissters ; captain of corvette, 700 piasters ; captain of firigate, 1,200 piasters ; 
commandant, 1,500 piai*ters ; captain, 2.000 piasters ; rear admir ii, 3,000 
piaster!*; vice-admiral, 10,000 pi ir^ters ; admiral, 25,000 piaj^tera. The number 
of men employed in the active service is 10,900; including the reserve force, it 
amounts to 33.000 men. The fleet is manned by conscription and by volun- 
teers. The term of service is eight years, nt the expiration of whif h period 
the men retniu to their homes, where they are divided into the first and second 
cla?.s reserve. During the present reign great zeal h;t3 bcfni dir'played in the 
perh'Ciion and increase of the navy, and new vesri^els are constantly being 
ordered in England and France, while the dock-yards of the empire are alive 
irith unwonted activity. It is evident that the Sultan is fully aware of the 
to which the empire is exposed by the ambitious designs of Russia and 
Frav.c*'. an-1 that he h deteriiiined to spare no expense or effort to meet the 
cr\>U will' li. eouatanUy menacing the national existeuce, must sooner or later 
confi'ont hun. 

In thjs connexion, I regret to announce tihe death of Uehemed Pacha, the 
minister of marine. I had the honof of his intimate acquaintance, and when- 
ever we met he never failed to speak of th" government and people of the 
United States in the kinde.>^t terms. He never forgot the courtesy exhibited to 

him iu iS-y2, when on a visit to the United States. 

« * « m m * m 

With great rsspeet, yonr obedient servant, 

£. JOY MOBEIS. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

tSecr*i(afy of State, 
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Mr. Morru to Mr. Seward, 
LExtMcU] 

No. 106.] Ltoation of trb Umted Statics op America, 

ConsUintinojdi , February 22, 1865. 

Sir : • * * * * * As an example of the 

energy and zeal of the Sultan iu military affairs, T may mention the fact that 
40,000 Enfield rifles have recently been imported for the use of the army, and 
tiiat within a short time 200»000 rifles of the best quality will be manofiictared 
hy the domestic arsenals and be placed in the hands of the troops. Tive yean 
ago the troop? uped only the flint-lock muskets, of a r inge of only '3'>0 paces ; 
now they are to be equipped with rillcs carrj'ing; 3,301) f. t t. In addition to this, 
such improvements have been made in the im|>erial gun muchiiie nhopi^ atZciiun 
Bonmon that 53,000 rifles of the Enfield system, cfuled interchangeable, can be 
manufactured per animm. Active preparations are also makmgin the govern- 
ment machine simps for the rannufacture of rifled cannon of iron and steel, of 
wrought iron of the largest calibre, lor the arming of the new fortiflcations in 
construction on the Dardanelles and Bosphoru^t, and the frontiers of European 
and Asiatic Tnrkej, and for the iron-clad ressels nnder constmction in Eng- 
land and at Con^^tantinople. All these mea.'^ure.'* show a knowledge on the part 
of the Sidtan of the perils of the empire, and lii- dctrnniiiation to meet them. 

The recent f*eries of Union victories have produced a general b( 1i< f" tliaf the 
rebel cause is bojpeless, and that the complete triumph of Union and iiix rty aiu 
near at hand. The liberal journals of £urope, almost withont exception, are 
filTOfable to the SQCOess of the Union government, looking upon it a.^ closely 
connect< d with the progress of civil and r< lijjious liberty in tiie Old World. The 
downfall of the Union wonld l)e the downfall of liberty in Europe and the herald 
of despotic reaction, and for this reason every friend of humanity on this side of 
the Atlantic rejoices in the rictorles that so signally prove the ability of the 
Ameriam republic to sustain it^ ovm existence, and in the mighty power it has 
display td in the present struggle between the conflicting interests of freedom and 
slavery. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

. B. JOY MOKEIS. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabo, 

SeartUary of Siate, 



Mr, Morrit to Mr, Seward, 

No. 108] Lboation op the United Sta tk* of Amrrica, 

CoMtantinojjU, March 29, 18G.5. 

SiRr I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of despatch No. 86, of the 
date of Fcbmary 11, and to transmit a translation of the note of Ali Pacha, min- 
ister of foreign fdTairs, to the Turkish minister in London, relative to the question 
of religious toleration in the Turkish empire. 

It is important that the views of the Turkish government on this subject 
should be put on record among our own state papers, that the religious commu- 
nity in the United States may understand to what extent the free exercise an^ 
teaching of Christianity is allowed in the dominions of the Sultan, and to whi^ 
restrictions it is subjected. As the American missionaries in Turkey have never- 
made themselves amenable to any of the accusations of this note, it is uuueces- 
saiy for me to repel them on their part. 

in despatch No. 96 I mentioned that the goTenunent of the Sultan had ap- 
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Minted Haidar ElAiidi aa special envoy to tbe |ovemment of the Emperor 

Maximilinn. to reciprocate the complimentarj mission of Martinez del Rio. It 
DOW appem-s that no minister will be accredited hy the Porte, in any capacity» to 
Mexico. 

The inangnnitioii of FKsident IJnoolii fev a aeeond form has been to no* on 
the part of the minister of foreign affairs, the Grand Vizier, and other meroben 

of the imponal cabinet, a subject of tlio most cordial and friendly coiii^ratula- 
tion. re-flection is reganled by tlu m iis a just reward for tlie cuihient ser- 

vices he has rendered, not only his own country but the world at large, in main- 
talnlng the integrity of tbe American Union tad in promoting the progress 
of bnman liberty. Notwithstanding the burdens of debt and taxation* 1 find no 
one doubting our ability to discharge "r iJti^tain thom. wliilf't onr power and in- 
fluence as a nation have been vastly incrra^ed by the formidable array of fleets 
and armies created hy the war, and the science, skill and valor of our military 
and naval foicea. 
I bavo the honor to be, with great leraeet* tow obedient servant, 

£. JOY MOBBIS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Skward, 

Secretary <^ State* 



[Translalloo.3 

Bis HIglmeu AU Pacha, minuter of fortign affairs, to bis exctHencg M, Mmurus, ambas' 
mdat ^ Jhis iajMncI A^ui§ l4s Mm, at Lomdem, 

SUBUBB Ports, NovtnAer 30, 1866. 

Ma. Ambassador : I have received the two Smgnk/iStm addressed to me by jour excellency 
on the 27 tl) October and :{d of November Mast, together v. \xh thu acooiiatof the interriew 
held by Lord Ku8t*ell with a deputation of the Evangelical AUimice. 

My former comiiumic^itioDS have made you acuiiainted with the comlnct of certain Pro- 
t^^uiut miseionariefl and tbe measures which tbe SttoUme Porte was obliged to adopt, I now 
prupuM more partienlarly to enter upon the qneetions raised by tbe Ascnsslom which those 
measures have occuHioued in England, and I ti 1 1 sun' that the same just aud ii^i-ral ii|ipre- 
eiation, joiued to tbe coaciliatorv spirit which 1 Imv*- been pleased to find in the language of 
tbe principal secretaiy of stateor her Britannic Mnjcnty, will idd u ha dispelliof all donbts and 
in iiiiiiiliilafiug all cahunnics. It i.s, (la ri fnti', uiih unltinifcd confidence" in the ctjnity aud 
tfiendiy di8pO(»iUon of her Brituuuic Wujcsty's cabinet, uud iu the tried justice ul' the Engliah 
■tttioa, that I snbmit thefollowing explanatious to the enlightened judgment uf tiis lurdship: 

The impeiial fr^ivcrninf-nf hns cstablislu'd by the Ibitfi Humayuu (Hoyal Rescript) of 
1856 the free exercise ut all Itirnis of worship existing iu the empire. The scrupulous a«- 
eoinplisbment of this promise has been the more easy since the diversity of religinuH elementi 
noited under its jirotecfion imposed npon it the obligntiou to wntch indiscriminately over tlu? 
Mifety of all religious iuterestn, and to ^uaianlee each creed agaiutit the aggrcssiuu uf the other, 
Ify giving to all an entire liberty In their legitimate manifestations. 

The Sublime Porte baa acted in this spirit with tbe greatest sinceritv. Not only bss it 
Tseo gniac d the jnrisdIctioD and spiritual nioraichy of the different non«llinwtt1man creeds, 
but it bus avimiited tlu m all to the sjiine honors t'lijoyed by the established religion, and has 
qwataueously conceded to them equal prerogatives. £very one is now £ree to prol'ess his 
own religionf and to follow his own farm of wonUp. No law forbids reltfnons commnnilies 
of all the Christian rights to <'ntor Turkey; their members are not subject to any lostraints 
in the exercise of their spiritual cereivonies ; all religious creeds erect their places of worship 
Aera, and enjoy ftill liberty, even in tbcir ontwara forms and in (heir public ceremonies; 
and the sftcred books of ail religions are ])rintedand publishi d in differeut parts of the empire. 

We can, thereb»re, atfirm that Christiaus of all sects aud Israelites eujt»y iu Turkey rights 
which they wonld he happy to j > s in most Christian countries in Europe. It would ba 
Tiselees to enumerate the lestriclions impofj^d on liberty of conscience iu other countries, per- 
haps, without even excepting Euglaud it.self, which iu this respect is one of the most liberal 
nations, but whose legislating still preserves some restrictions of this kind. Among these, it 
.will be sufficient to cite the severe penalties prescribed by a law in tbe reign of William III, 
for thoee who, by Hpcaking, teaching, or writing, deny the tmth of the Christian religion and 
the divine autliurity ..t the Holy Scriptures 

I do not contest that theee restrictive enactments are in part modified in practice ; but it is 
i^iitbAlMetrMtlMSttoitoittolilegisIatnniiaancog^ In making diata 
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ob^crTHtioTi'- T Imvc no other intontion whatever than that of n^ijiK sf iii>r a liitlr nion"' indnl- 
fr«ni-(? tdwaiiis IIS. If, inde»-d, th»; Bi'iti.sh goviTUUK-nt, wliirh is at tht* hea<l of l ivili/ation, 
tetols itself ol)li«;cil in many cases to take account of tho religious iutlueiu'e of a party, would 
it not he equitable to nckiiowlcdp-f iliaf tlu^ Suhliine I'd also, ciUild not but take into 
ftccount the sentiments of lier pDimlntions, ami, ahove all, cnulil not l»ut seek to defend her 
relicriou within tho limits of mo<leratioa and of justice against iuiereated attacksf 

Tlie iniperial goveniuMHit which hu not admitted the free exerciise of pr<Ntehrti«m in favor 
of the reli^rion of the state eaanol admit it in opposition Id that lelig^on. The prindple of 
relig;iou8 toi< l ation cannot, in our view, be reconciled with open agKiesMon against any 
religion whatever. 

LiMrd Rnimell has stated repeatedly in his speech the diiBeolties which arise in the applies 

tion of tlit' priiieiiile which in in ([ik stiou. His lordship declares that he cannot form a con- 
ception of the liberty of religious creeds without tlie freedom of recording in the urdor of 
convietion the arirumentM thrtuip^h which those ends have been adopted. The noble lord 
poes so far n» to allow the attack in a private manner of a relig^ion which is con^-Mi red erro- 
nwms. hut he sees offence in llie act ot publicly attackinp and repiuacliinp the relii^'um. 

Doubtless the liberty of opinion leads to that of wedding it ; uevei theless, we believe that 
it is forbid«leu to employ <»iher methods than that of persuasion. So far this mode of making 
known relitrioUM convictions is, we consider, justifie<l on the principle of lil)ortv of opinion. 
But Ills lordship, who condemns the ajrgrossiou of religious convictions when they are ma<^]e 
in broad daylight, will not dispute that thoro is a ^eat step between a spontaneoos and 
tolerant manifestation of convictions and a systematic propa^andism, which makes nse of 
p>i\v«'rfiil me Mils, and acts wiili tin- sittkd purpose of et^'ectnig thi- sultvt r>inii of utlur reliijions, 
which draws all its energy trom the intolerance and the hatred of thu.He religious, which 
speeolates not only on the ignorance of the masses and tiie weakness of faith, bnt even upon 
political views, and, abdve all, upon motives of interest, which insults and reproaches instead 
of resjiecting the fears of others, and fears not to have recourse to corruption when it cauuot 
obtain Ity persuasion. It wouhl be vain to alTeet in practice all the considerations which the 
missionaries have too much nefj;lt cted. Such a systeni would be none the less the contradic- 
tion of the principle of religious liberty, for by its very existence it attacks that libtrty in 
others, and that respect fov the conviction of otliers, without which relii^ous tolenmoe would 
be but an empty form. 

I do not^hink it necessary, sir, to insist upon the political conseqiu'nces of this system. 
Lord I^nssi'll has established the necessity which presses tipon every power to insure resj)ect 
fur itself and for the established religion of the country: and bis lordship will not dispute 
the gravity which religious pi <i[>agandTsm acrpiires, particularly from circumstances In Tur- 
key, and the ciri-iuiivpection which the imperial goverinnent must use in all those (pu stidus 
which are uf a nature to raise religious passions and to arm one race against another. Tlie 
government f»f her Britannic Majesty, which has not forgotten either the adigious disorders 
which Ii;iv( ^y turn covered every part of Europe with blood, nor the reserve whic h it huA 
it^df imposed upon Protestant missionaries in India, will willingly appreciate the respect due 
to the creed of a whole popnlationt and the danger which would result from egtranging it. 

Nil Enrope-an government, moreover, hsw sanctioned the principle of religious pmpagand- 
ism in England, in Prussia, and in Austria. Everywhere propagandism is subject^-d to tlie 
mpmrvision of the authorities. Tbe most liberal and the most tolerant governments have 
reser^'ed to themselves the power to condemn it whenever it threatened public security and 
the interests of tho religion of the state; and democratic Greece has just inscribed at tlte 
head of her constitution Uie proUbitkm of pfOseJytlBai and of anjotherinterventioit eontniy 
to the dominant reli^on. 

But the misftionanes, not content with accusing us of intolerance, would wfah further to 
impnr< :i vinlaiinn of enjoynu'uls suleinnly contracted; they invoke in their favor the fhtti 
Jiumayunt aud strive to give to their enterprise the sanction of legality. Now, the 6tb article 
of the I7airt Humayun says, "Seeing that all creeds are and shall be fully exercised in mv 
dominions, no subject of my empire shall be molested in the exercise of the religion which 
he professes, nor shall be iu any way disturbed in that respect. >fo oue shall be com- 
pelled to change his religion." 

It would be truly difficult to draw from this text, which is so clear, an interpretation of a 
nature to justify the pretensions of the missionaries. The government of his Majesty the 
Sultan has spontaneously declared by the article I have just quoted that there will be secured 
t>> e.u h community the free ewreise of its worship, fi> encdi indi^ idnal the j>ower to profess 
and practice liis religion without impediuieut; nothing more. Every other interpretation 
WOttla lead to Strenge errors. 

Can it be supposid that, whilst condemning religious persecutions, the Sublime Porte has 
consent«»d to permit otTence and insult to any creed whatever? That at the same time tliat 
she was proclaiming liberty to all mm-MussuliUL n i k eds, she had given tlu'in arms against 
Islamism 7 That she had,* in fine, destroyed at the same stroke the ffuarautees with which 
slie surrounded the Kbertr of religkms conviction t No one could tor a moment insist on 
so unfoundid an hypothesis without insulting the good <iw*^^ of the Sublime Porte, and mi»- 
apprubeuding ibe tact of the eminent diploumtist who pleaded with her the cause of liberty 
MMDMianee. Bm if tho kaal dmibfc oopld bo xused a» to the apiiit of ihe Haiti Hnnugrnak 
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hp acts of ihe povornment of lier Majesty the^Qnix n woultl bo >«afficicnt to di.ssipnti* thom. 
Yoor excellency is poi unaware that an order in councU of the i^u en, addressed to the British 
embassy at the time of tbe formation of the iii^ii consntar conrt, punishes with fine and even 
with hiird \i\hi<x cvt-ry 8u!j^'ct of i' ' Qiiei n who should rt'udor himself pnilt}' of turning into 
derixiou or publicly imultiuf; auy rclicfiun established and profei^ffed in Turkey, or who 
should ▼oinntaiilj commit any act tendVnf^ to draw upon sncn rclipon or npon Its oeremo- 
Bifs, upon its worship, or it« practice^, hatred, ridicule, or rontempt. 

If the imperial p >vemuieut, moved by a Spirit of uiodiTJition — for which public opiniou in 
En^rbind will assiirnliv give her cre<lit — ^bas tolerated the estublishnient of missionaries in 
Turkey, it eoulil ImrJly recofrriizi' in nny org'anized body the ri^ht of exerciiiufr a propa- 
gaudium which the most civilizt d jjovemments reject, which rea,son, ttie npirit imd tho letter 
of the Ilatti Huniayuu, and the ^neral interests of the empire equally repudiate. It ooold 
not sacrifice to the seal of certain foreign missionaries the tranquillity of the empire. No one 
di«pnte:< the rit,'ht of the missionaries to express, by the same title as every other person, their 
relipi"us opiiruiiis with the respect duo to thu80 of others; but in every case wliere tlii.s ex- 
pH Hsiuu liiitfuuies a character of publicity calculated to give rise to scandal to a part of tho 
l><>pulatlon, to wound the public conscience, and to disturb the tranquillity of the country, 
the imperial (government is coiii|>( ]led to reserve to itself the rifrht to act in eomtbrniilj with 
the existing laws and public iuteiests, which it is bound to protect. 

It was my deaire, sir, to expose without ooneealment oar oirfnion upon a qnestion wUioh 
we grieved to si^- nbxcured by inexact or interested aUegatunif, and to drane the hmita 
within which we thiuk it right Ut reserve oui' action. 

As I att;tch a high vahie to public opinion in England, I think it my duty to request you 
to make known to his exrelletiey L. rd Russell the forcpoinp observations, m order that h'm 
lordship may be in a position, wlien necessary, to cau8u their justice to be rocoguizcd, and 
in order that the Itritiith nation, attor having heard botii parties, ehottld not allow itself to be 
influenced by j^ratuitous and ui|jast recrimiuntions. 

I think it uiy duty to add, in oonclu<iiou, that the free sale and circulation of the Bible 
eontinnee, and will alwaye oontimMb to ho aulhoiised by the empife» 

ALL 



EaH RtiMiM to Mr, Amrt. 

totLEXBS Office, Jaumarf 21, 1865. 

Sir: I send you a copy of a despatch of his Highneas Ali Pacha to M. Miisums, which 
II. Mumurns has lost put into my hands. 
I gather from this aespateh that the Snitan wW obnrve biviolably the 6th article of the 

Batti HuiiDiyuti (if his late brother, which is in these tWlDH ; 

Seeing that all religions are aud will be fireriy piaieticed in my states, no subjecl in my 
empire will ho troubled m the exercise of the religion which he pruresses. or be in any manner 

disturbed (tn tliis Mcrtninf. No one will l.e coinpelied fn cli iTij^t his reli;j:ion." 

1 uoderstuud fuither. from the termiiuitiun of the despatch, that the fi«i* sale and circulation 
of tbe Bible continues and will continue to ]h' authorized in the Turki.sh empire. If theee 
two di < lri! uioiis nre niaiiitaitied and acted upon, I am quite willing tu cli>s,> the controversy. 

1 have no de.nire to impugn tho general spirit of toleratiou which auiuiateti the Sublime 
Poile, nor do I feel at all called upon to defend the lawt and goTemment of the British etxk- 
pire on the score of relioriotis liberty. 

1 request you to give a copy of this despatch to his Illghness Ali Pacha, 
lam, dbc, 

BUSaELU 



Mr. Marris to Mr. Seward, 

No. 110.] Lboation of tab United Statks ok Amrrica, , 

CoiMttaUinople, April 19, 1S65. 

8i« : I liave the honor to transinit copiVe of n correBpondcnce between hi« 
Highnes!^ Ali Pncha, minister of foreign affairs, aud myself, relative to certain 
charges preferred by him against the American miifisiouaries, and als'o a commu- 
Bieation from the Bev. Gtoorge Wftshbuni, seeretaiy of tbe American Board of 
Missions at Congtantinople, upon tlie same subject. 

A tflf^irram of the 5tn of April, from New York, vras rccoivr^d here on the 
Ibth iiK-taiit, nTHioniiciiij; \\\v < ijtturc of Riclimond and Petf'rHljui-;^-. and the 
great victories uf General Grant, whicli uccumpauied tbib gluriuu;^ ucliiuvemeut. 
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The news crcitod intonse excitoraent, particularly among the commorcial clafftes, 
and is regarded by all as a forerunner of peace and the re-establir^hnit iit of the 
American Union in its pristine vigor. This event, and the victories ot General 
Sliennsn which jpreceded it, haw ensted • moBt ulatuj^mpression in zelatiou 
> to the etrengtli or the government of tiie United* StAtM, and its ability to defend 
itself against domestic or foreign agression. Never was the United States more 
feared and ret^pected than it is now, in Europe, and never did our form of gov- 
ernment more signally vriidicato its self-sustaining power. The admiuistratiou 
of Pk«sident Lineolb extorts, erren fironi its fmner meet hnplsMble enemies, die 
highest eulogies for its skill, energy, and consummate aagaeitj and wisdom 
with which it has conducted this gigantic war for the preservation of the Union. 

To none, however, has this news of the successes of our arms given more' 
ratification than to the members of the cabinet of the Sultan, who now, as 
daring the wholeprogress of the war, have never failed to manifbst their sjm- 

£athy with the Union cause, and their wishes for its triumph. As I have re> 
ited in previous despatdies, the Sultan has himself personally, to me, before 
the diplomatic coxpe, on several occasions, given expression to similar senti" 
ments. 

I have been accustomed to say to foreigners that the maintenance of the 
Union was not exclusively an American question. It is (me which interests tnan- 
kind at large as much as ourselves, and, in pouring out our blood and treasure 

for its defence, we are only figliting a battle for th*^' interests of universal hu- 
manity. Its overthrow would be a disastrous check to modern progress, while 
its maintenance upholds a government that stands as a pillar of light to guide 
mankind to the redemption of its nsorped rights, and to encourage it £ its 
struggles with those ruen who use power to found dynasties on the oppression 
ef tlie Tnasses. , 

This is the light in which the 'American question is regarded by all on this 
'side of the Atlantic who have really any sympathy with the w»'lfai e of the 
hnman race, and the day Is not distant when the United States, rising, phoenix- 
like, with renewed strength from the flames of war, will exerdse a greater moral 
power over the civilized world than any of the great st ates of Europe. 

I have the honor to be, very respectMly, your obedient servant, 

E. J. MORRIS. 

Hon. WiLLUM H Sbward, 

Seeretarjf if State. 



Mr, tViukbum u Mr, Morris, 

Constantinople, April r>, 1865. 

Sir : I b^ to acknowledgo, with thanks, the receipt of youn of this morning's date,, with 
a copy of a apspatek from hn Hig'bnees A6 Pacha, oi the 2d instant. 

As it is phiin that his Hi{;Iiii<-s;< 1ms bfcn coinjtUtcly niisinrorinfil in n'liard to the relations 
of the Atuerican missionarieK to tho Trotestaut Christian coinmuuity, it HueuiB most desirable 
that I shoald state to yon, briefly, bnt frankly, what these retstions have been and now are. 

ni« Hijfhness liimsflf cannot Ik- niDic firmly persuaded tbnn we are that foreipi inissionaries 
^onpbt not to meddle with the i:ivil aftairs of tbia empire. We neither claim uor desire any 
such rigrht. We are well aware that, ahonld we meddle in civil or nolitieal affairs, we must 
idi'iitify ourselve.s with some personal <>r jtnrty intere,Ht.s, and thus ucstroy onr {»ro]>er InHu- 
ence as Christian teiichers. \Ve have, iheiefore, never sought to control tlie Trott'stant com- 
■lUllity, nor even to give advice, except when our advice has been i ntumlly asked. We have 
often collected from trieuds tiecuniary aid from the commnnity, but ouly when ithasbeenoffi' 
ciallr asked for, and even tnen the money has been iriven under protest. 

When this commtinity was formed, in IS'h>, the I'lnt. slants were very few in nnniTuT, 
and veiy poor. When i^tepan EH'eudi was appointed their vebil, they were utti rly unable 
to pay bis salary, or even any gn-at part of It Under theee circumstances they appealed to 
us, and we consented to become rejiponfiible for one year. Wi' ctiHected the moii< y and paid 
the expenses, but distinctly disclaimed any dt sire to control the action of the vehil. 
From that day to this w« hare not oeand lo urge upon tlie people the oeeenity of paying 
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tiMir taxes re?nlarlv. For some ten yean we aided thotn ( v.>rT ycur with funds ooHeeled 
from friends, ont ODOut five years ago we gave them finiil uud i'ormal notice that we could 
furnish them with no more money, as we wished to have no connexion with their civil 
affairi<. 

Stepan Effeudi, howeveri foiling to ouderBtand the neoesaity of audi action on our part, 
demanded lint bie mlaiy alioald m paid in fall by die mlasionariea ; tf it were not, Im 

should cea*<e to perform th^ dxitit's of his office. We, of cnnr'^i ,, n fused to do this, and OOn* 
ltnut)d to urge upon the ])eople th>- iiecesai^ of supporting their chaucery thcmselvea. 

Knee that time, during those five years, tbe Protestant eomKinntty nu been almost de- 
stroyed by the effortK of Stepan EfTV iuli to roiiii>el the missionaries to heooiiu' responsible for 
bis salary. Much of the time the buMinenu ot the office ha» bceu neglected, and the people, 
nfMng bitter wrong 00 tibia Mettonl, bavereAued to pay their tiixea to him. 

Some three years ago, however, he ac-re<'d to adopt a certain plan, proposed by the conncil 
. of the nation, on condition of receivinf; arrears of salary. At the request of the I*rotostant 
council, the sum neceHsary waa raised by the American and Kngli^h missionaries : but, no 
sooner had be received the money, than, appareotly under the intuience of some evil advisett 
lie violated Us word, and orertumed the whole armngoment. Much of the time since tbat 
dati' liiM oftice has been closed. 

But about three months ago Stepan Effendi cnmo, na$lUd of lus own accord, to several 
indiTfdiials, saying, '* very mnoh to resign. I am old. I need my anean of aalanr, 

audi wi-li tn liuve uiy post honorably. I beg you to see if there is no way to raise the 
money to pay mo my dues. If it could be raised. I would glmlly secure the appointment 
of some one else in my place. After tlila was tinislied I womd take my money." 

These person? ranie to me, and it appeared that the time bad come whrn n!I the troubloa 
of the community cttuld be cleared away, once for all, by a friendly arrangement, equally 
pleasing to all parties. 

I therefore rt pliod : if all pnrtifs dosiro this, and requei^t it, I think for once more, foT n 
final settlement, 1 cuu find tlie inouiy ; but you must arrange it among yourselves. 

They did arrange it fully among themselves. Stepan Etihodi wrote a note to the notablee 
of tbe oommnni^t of wbicb tbe ioUowing is a translation : 

" FERtirARY n, isnr*. 

" BiiXOVCD BReTilR£N : Yon are already well aconainted with the present condition of 
tbe Ptoteatant chancery. I cannot endure tbat eondttion any loncrer. My debts are daQy 
incrt'Hsiiip, nnd in niy prosi iit .I'h am-ed stage of life I am in frrcnt distress. I therefore ap- 
peal to your brotherly kindness, that you would Itiudly uudertuke to . deliver me from thia 
condition. I inform voa tliat I am ready to leaign my office, and in my old age to letiie to 
priTato life, if my chunu npon tbe tnaatur am paid. 
"With love, 

"8TEPAK SEBOPIAN.'* 

It was agreed by these notables that be sboold aak the appointment of Bogbos Effendi, of 
Adrianopli-. in liis place, as temponuy caiinaham, until the people oonld nominate some one 

to the Porte us permanent vebil. 
Under these circomstancea I was willing to adTanoe the money necessary to eeenre this 

rilip'ct. pfdviilfrl tlicsc cliaTifri'?* ronld be actually accompli-^ln d bi-fore the money was paid. 
This wa.-^ ueces-sury, not iVum any desire on our part to control the Protestant couiinuuity, 
hot because Stepun Effendi had before violated his word under similar circumstances, and 
because I liad the distinct dct-lnrntion of the friends in I'np'and and Ami iioa who had 
formally aided the couiumuily that ihoy would not advance auuther para to the Protestant 
community imtil its aflOrilvbad been finally and satisfactorily arranged. 

Stepan Effeudi had proposed this condition in the first place. He still agreed to it, but he 
now insisted that the promise in respect to the money should be given to him in writing by 
a ravah. He suggested Mr. Haritun Minassian as satisfactory to him. Although tliis per- 
son bad no oounexlon with and no intaieet in this money, he consented to act as a mutual 
fiiend bi an airau^ment wMdi waa ontainly not lest oeidrable fiur Stepan Effendi than &r 
the eoomianilgr. The foUowing papen were exchanged between them : 

[Ttaaalatioii cf a paper giran bj Slapan Bffimdf to Hiiiitnn.3 

"Fbbeizart 15, 

•'I have summed up the claims of myself and Moses, my secretary, tn TM)rn:\rv •J-'. 
The amount is 77, l:&piaetres. Of this 1 shall receive in gold ;>.'),noo piasters, wlu n, atier 
baring resigned my offiee, I shall bare established Boghos EtVendi ivs temuorary caunaham 
of the Protectant cninmunity in my plnce, by order of the Porte. For IH.l-i.") piasters I am 
to receive two bonds from Minassian Haritun, tbe printer. I am to receive u certificate for 
XlfOOO piasters more, by wUeh £ caa obtaitt this sum from the natfon, and pay it to Qhsaaitt, 
as borrowed of him by mOi 

••STEPAN SEROPIAN, 
*' F«MI lAs PrptMtottt Csswawaftf^** 
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[Translalioii <^ a paper given by Mr. Hntan to Slepan Effemdi.] 

"February 15, 1365. 

*'Th6 suliji-ct of this paper Is to state tbat on tlw SOth of RamaMm 1S81, 55, (HK) piasters 
in coin, and two bomls — dne for 9,2;$?^ piasters, tin- otlu-r for 8,887'| pJastcTH— in u bajf, 
with iStapan AgliasscuK liave been depoaited with me, iu behalf of the natioUf and are io 
mj possession, as a pledfre for the danns of Stepaa Eifendl, Protestant vehil, and hlsaeor^ 
t^y, Moses, for bftlaucf of salfirif'S dnn tboni : subject to the apnreement, that wbenever, 
witiiin Hix mouths Iroui to-dav, Slfpun Ktfeudi shall have resi^iod h\s office, and shall have , 
caused Bopfbos EfFeudi, of ASriuTiuiile, to be appointed in his phuf, the 55,(HK> pitistres and 
the two bdiids in my pnssrs.sitm shall, withmif tail, be deliveicd to liini bv me. If this 
agrc'cmuut be nut curried out, and th<> six niuuthH shall puss, then this money shall Ijc rt»- 
•tt»red to tbe individnala who have givta it to me, and this paper will be voi<l 

"HARITUN." 

* 

As Stepan Effendi expresseil th(! wish to 8ee and count thi.s money and put lii.^ .H«'al on the 
bag, be came to my ottice and did so, knowing that if the arrangements were complied with, 
this iRMitHjf money was to be furnished by fnends in England and America, as a free grift* 
to relieve tlie I'rolestaut community of iis einlmrrassmeutH, and from all need <»f further aid. 

That the money might be perfectly safe until jStepan Kffendi had Inltilled the above cun- 
ditlons, I retnmea it to my aafe whenee it came, and gave to Mr. HariUm the following bond 
aaaeouiity tobim: 

*' CORSTAHTIMOPLB, Ftbruarf . 

" Rpceivod frnm TT;iritun Mina.'ssi.nn, printer, a dcpi»«if nf nM|>oleon8, (sealed by 
Stcpan Etfendi,) to he delivered to him whenever Stepan llliVu<li shall resign, and secure the 
appointment of H(»<ros An^ha, of Adrianople, in bis place ns head of the Protestant commu- 
nity, provided that t!.i^ he nceomplished wlthin BIX months of the above date. Alter that 
date this paper will have uu value. 

"OEOBOE WASHBUEN.** 

Dp to this time tt was suppoMd that Btepaa Effiendi was acting in good fiulh, aa tbe 
arrangement bad been ori^ally proposed by him, and he bad aU along expressed hie fnU 

satisfaction with it. 

Bat it wonld appear that in bis old af^ be most have become a tool in tbe bands of Imd 
men, for, having .secured tlie iih.tve Imiid from Mr. TTarituu, be Buddenly ch.ini^-t d hi'^ mind, 
and declared that lie had no intention of tiUtilling these conditions of his uvvu making, but 
wonld take the money in s|»ite of u«. without resigning at all. He dctdared in our Dook> 
store that bis Highness Ali Paelm Im l imited with him to destroy the Protestant erditmnnity, 
and drive the missionarie.s trom tlie country. Of course this was as false as passible, and 
be appearri to have told his Highness e({ually faJse Stories in reference to OS. . 

Sti pini Ktfendi luis since iii-ii itiifed the most oppressive and vexatious procoedtni^s against 
Mr. iiiiritun, who is llais .sulV. ring a.s a jK-rfectly innocent man for an act of liiemUhip. 
If there has been any wrong done he has not done it. It rests either upon 8tepan Effenai 
or npon me. I leave it to your judgment to decide between us. 

His Higbness All Pacha refers especially to a supposed nurpose of ours to make apnb- 
lie demonstration against Stepan KtTendi. lam happy to l>e able to assure you that bis 
Highuei«s has been deceived in this matter. We have never so much as dreamed of such a 
thing, and we oon84>tpiently deny tbe ehar^ as totally nnfonnded. Tbe particular meeting 
to wlii(di he seems to refer, the only one I liave heard of. was not plannt d liy any missionary, 
nor was any toieij^Mier present at it or in any way connected with it. We knew uothing of 
the meeting until we were informed by the Protestant notables that tiiey had dedded to m»ld 
such a meeting in tiie elnireh in Stanihool. 

I am sure thut if the.sc I'ticts are muiie known to his Highness he will rejoice in the oppor- 
tnnity of vrithdrawing the charge which be has been led, by inoorreet information, lo 
make against us. 

It is our purpose so to conduct ounselve-s in this country, where we live under the august 
protection of his imperial Majesty tbe 8ultnn, that the Ttirlsish authorities can have no occa- 
sion for comphtiut against us. We should regard any unfriendly controversy with the 
Porte as a positive calamity. 

\\ your permission 1 shall send a copy of this letter to the Hon. Iklr. Stuart, her Bri- 
tannic Majesty's charge d'aii'airos at the Forte, with whom also his Highness Ali Pacha 
eommtmieated in reference to this question. 

T r< inain, my dear shr, itt behali of the American misaionariea, yonr most hnmble and 
obeuit-ut servant, 

OEOBGS WASHBURN. 



« 
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• [Tnnslation.] 

SUBUin PORTB, BUBBAV OP FORBIOH APFAIM, 

April :i, I8fi5. 

Sir : The Sablimo Porte baa just been infonned- that certain foreign mustoiuuriefl are seek> 
io^ to aniemble the membera of tbe American Protestant commnnfty with the view of causing 

a change- iif tho civil orpaii of tliln comiiiimity. 

I ne^ not remark tu you, sir, tliat the iutert'erence ot inreigu priests in tbe affairs of a 
oonunnnity exehistvely eompoeed of tnbjeets of his Mnjexty uie Snttan cannot be allowed 
bj tibe Sufii'in. Foitf, an'l ilic ohjfct, purely civil or tpn)p«)ml, in question, cnn only hv «!»'t- 
tied by the ki>1<> iuterveutiun ol' the authority of the country. Couseciuentiy 1 have to beg 
yon, e'ir, to he so pood as to recommend to tbe American Irotestant miasionaries to refraiii 
firom meddling with this question. 

Accept, sir, the a-ssuiauce ot" my highest consideration. 

ALi. 

Mr. HORRIS, Mimi$Ur Ruidtmi </ lA« UmUad Statu <4 Amnka, 



Mr. Monk t9 Mr, WiuUmn. 

LeoatIOK op the UMrTEu State? or AMFRir \. 

ConvtantinopU, April o, ib05. 

1>BAii 8111 : T haTe the honor to enclose to 700 herewith a copy of a communication wUch 

I have receivi-d from the Sublime Porte on the tnlgect of foreign Piotestant miiaionaries in 
general, and the American in particular. 
With mneh respect, yonr otiedlenl serrint, 

£. JOT MORRia 

Kev. GKuKUi: WASMBURN,'Pera. 



Legation of the United States of America, 

Conttantinople, Apritl, 1865. 

Sm: I have the honor to leply to yonr note of thedd instant, relative to cortuiu ullcged 
proreedinflrs of the American ttiissionaries, and to enclose a 4:ommnnication troin the k^v, 
Geor^ Washburn, on the subject. 

Thi- facts rehifed in tliis uajK-r exonerate the American missiomiries from the charpes pre- 
feneU against theui, and I bope they will be accepted by your UighueiM ait a satisfacuny 
refutation of the acenaations of their enemies. 

I avtiil myself of this oGcasIoa to renew to your Highness the aasofuice of my perfect eon,- 
siderotiou. 

£. JOY M0BBI8. 

HiaHighnesM Am PArir v, 

itfiawter 0/ i urtign Jffair$» 



Mr. Morris to Mr. Seward. 

a 

No. 111.] Lboation op TBB tFMTRn States op America, 

CtmatatUijiople, May It 1865. 

Sir : Tlie receipt of n. tologrnm from London on Friday last announcing the 
a-^Mfj^iiiatioii of Prc^jident Lincoln, and an attack on your own lilc, pmdncnd a 
great exciiLiiicnt in tbia couutrj. A univerual scntiincut of iudignaiiou aud of 
SotTOr for micb a crime against sneh a man as onr late President, at the moment 
vhen the eliouts of our vietoiions m inii s procfaimed that he had paved tbe 
coontry, aud had won tlio n .^poct and admiration of the world, by tlio ftuccc^a- 
ful issue of the ptrugir^' li'' directed against that foe alike of liuinanity and 
American liberty and Union — southern elavery — waa expressed by all the vari- 
008 nationalities of this capital. 

The half-marited flsig on the legation had hardly been raided before my col- 
leagues of the diplomatic corps called to oxprefs theif 8ympathi<'s for otn* national 
lo«8. The Hocif'ty of Italian v, nrkinc n rldivered me the encloj^cd addn'^^s nf con- 
dolence, and the aubjecta of the Ikiienic government iu large nuinhora y» !*tc rday 
repaired to my residence to express their grief for sach a calamity. Several of 
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tbefr number arldressed the crowd in their native Greek, and itj reply to a for- 
m.'il f1i<<*nmHf> from flic chairman of the committee, I ddivi red to the a.-»?ri:il)led 
people the ciicloft'd reply. In recognition of fuch ;i tiicudly act, I caur-ed tlx' 
Greek flag to be raid/ia above the balf-inaeted American flag. The euectacle of 
the»etfroflan» of thetwomoetinteiiBeljliber^-loTingpLnpli in the world, floating 
together in kindred aympatliy on the same staff, created a deep sensation tmong 
the paspin;^ crowds. 

It gives me a melancholy pleasure to refer to tlicj^e inciiL iit-< an !*lio\ving how 
widetipread was the fame achieved by President Linc(jhi, and how earnest was 
theacuninitioD M.t for the services he had rendered to his race and to his coun- 
try, even in this remote comer of Europe. 

I cannot be mistiiken, for I sec and feel it nil armmd me, in predicting that 
this aB?a.''siiiation, be the motive what it may, \\ ill produce importaut politicjil 
cousequeuced tliroughout Europe, and will aroutte and t^timulate the friends of 
liberty to new efforts against despotisn and arbitrary power. 

Th(; a8^as^iu'H hand has coui>>ecnited th^ life and death of President Lincoln. 
He fell a victim to hi.-* devotion to the cause of liberty and human rights, and he 
will take his plam in history among the martyrs whom universal humanity 
honors as its beuetactor. 

Lest there should be some apprehension refaUye to the qoalifieadoBSof Presi- 
dent Johnson to the high olHce, to the dnties of which lie has been called, [ 
caused to be public»hed in the journals of this city the excellent biographical 
sketch of hif< excellency contained inAppletnn's American Kiicydopedi.i. Thia 
memoir, reeiting, aa it does, in detail his public life — his hmg and honorable 
career as governor of Tennessee, and in the legislature of that State, and in both 
branches of the federal Congress, and his tried loyalty to the Union — ^made a 
most favocable impression on the public mind and gave a correct understanding 
of the capacity and services of the present bead of the United iiitates govern- 
ment. 

1 cannot conclude this despatch without expressing ray fervent prayer that 
tiie life of Secretary Seward may be spared, and that by the favor of Almighty 
God he may recover from the wonnds under whidi he is suffering. Njeverwere 

hif» gervice-f to his country more evident than now, and never wm!« there snch a 
general concurrence in the opirdon, both among t<tran;jjer!? and Americans, of the 
immense importance of your excelluucy's life to the dearest iuierests ui the 
American people. 

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient (servant, 

£. JOY MpEBIS. 

Hon. William H. Sbw aru, 

Secretary of &(a/e. 

By this or tlie succeeding mail I will transmit the proceeding.^ of the Ameri- 
can residents, in meeting convened at my residence, relative to the death of 
President Lincoln. 

N. B. The address from foraigii bodies referred to in llie above will be fur* 
nished in the nextmaiL 



Mr. Morrii io Mr, HvAier. 

No. lis.] Lbgation op tbb Unitbo Status op Ambrica, 

ComUmtinapk, May 3, 1865. 

Sib : I have the honor to transmit enclopcd copies of a correspondence be- 
tween hiB ITii;! in ess All Pacha and my self, relative to the late melancholy events 
at Washington. 

, Sinoe the answer was written to the letter from the ^orte, we have received 
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the sad newg of the death of ^Ir. Reward. Tins intelligence has cansed a most 
paiufiil imprecision through all circleB, and particuhirly those of the goverament 
and diplomatic corpa. Ho had won the admiration and eateem of all who are 
oonwBaiit widi our polities, by his eminent ability as a diplomatic writer and 
by the rare skill and judgment with which lie directed our&reign policy,in the 
most critical period of American history. His name and fame will be inaepas- 
ably a8!»ociated with the great events iu which he wn,*" ho coiigpicuona an actor« 
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ e;. joy morris. 

Hon. William EuNTBRt 

Acting Secreku^ State, 



Alt Faclta to Mr. Morri$, 
[Tnuaalaaon.] 

SUBLMfE rORTE, DEPARTMENT OP FOKBION AFFAIRS, Mag 1, 1866. 

Sir : The Sultan, my munist aovereigD, has learned with profound afiiiction the moumfnl 
news of the cmel death of treiident Lincoln, and of the wounding of the Secreturr of State ; 
ni:(] I have been eommaiidud to convoj to yon an ezpreMion of Uie ngreta of hu imperial 

Majestj. 

I need not state to you, efr, bow mach tlio imperial gormmient. In Its cbaiaeter of lin- 
cere friend of the United Srati s. is intrrested in their proeporitj, and how gieaft hsfl b«<Hi the 
sorrow which this event has occasioned. 

Be pleased, sir, to aeeeoi aeraianoes of my hieh consldantion. 

ALL 

Mi. Morris, 

mni$Ur JlMttfeirt Uniui ACstet sf AMmka, 



Mr, MortU to Ali Putka, 
[Translation.] 

I«B0AT10H OF TBB UKITBD STATES OF AMERICA, 

• Coitslantinaple, 3Ittff 2, 

Highness : I have ha<l thu honor to receive the letter which your Hifjlun s.s, by onivr of 
jear aognst sovereign, adiiruAseil ine on the 1st of May, iu expreKsiun uf profound (^hef 
of lUa impcritil Maieaty od Ictimiu^ tho sad newt of tlie eruel death of l^resident Lincoln and 
Ute woQuding of the Secretary of State. 

I heg your Highness to he so good us to convoy to his impfrial Majesty my respectful 
thanks for this manifestation of his regrets on an occasion which has so deeply afflicted the 
bearts of a whole notion. This event !s the more to be regretted tu it came at a moment 
when ft (jcsoluting civil war of four yt'ar>*' duratiou, involving alike the !*> st ititciests of 
buuiauity and the American pcoph*, had heen brought to a successful termination by tho 
energy, wisdom, and fimsees of purpose of President Lincoln, with tho efficient oo-opera* 
tiou of tli;\t at coniplishf'd statesinau, Mr. Seward, and his colleagues in the cubiuet, and by 
the valor and tikill uf our citizen soldierM and their commauders. It wu.s liuprd that these 
two distinguished men would have b<*»-n permitted by Divine Providence to li\e to perfect in 
J^acf the re-e.stJib!ishiiietit of that rninri in (!( I'l iu-t* of which so nuu-h blood had beott 
p'jured out on the tieid of buttle. In flis luiciutable wisdom lie \\m ulherwise ordained. 

I woold also ttiank the imperial goverumt nt for its sympathy in favor of the United States. 
Daring my residence at ibis eourt I havo l>ad fronii»»ut occasion to bear testimony to the 
American government of tho euruc^t sympathy of the Ottoman govemmout with the United 
States in the war for national existence iu which it lound itnulf engaged, and of tho ardent 
^he of bis Majesty the Sultan that it should ternunate in the re-estabiishment of the Union 
in complete integrity, and on a firm and iuipicgnable basis. In the hour of national calamity 
we have found iu the Ottoman govn umt nt a imh- and zealous friend. Tliis new eiorcfision 
of its friendship only confirms Its past acts, and wiU tend to strengthen yet more the good 
ttUtioDs-oxislitt|f between two conntiias. 

I avuii myself of tlii^ occasion to xwow to J onr HighnsM dio aMOiaaceof aijnioBtdia 
^guished consideration. 

S.JOTMOBRIS. 

19 ». C ** 
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Mr, Merru to Mr, Seward, 

Lboation op thb U31ITBD Statbs OP Ambrica, 

ChMtaiUmopb, Majf 4, 1866. 

StB : I have the honor to traiumit enclosed two copies of the proceedings of 

a meeting of American citizens convened at tliis Ifp'atiftn. relative to the a??fi?- 
pination of President Lincoln and the attack on your own life. One copy is 
intended for the widow of the President, to whom I reapectfully ret^uest that it 
may be forwarded. 

Binee the writing of my despateb of jeeterday's date, we Here been oTer- 
joyed to learn that the mmor of yonr death is not true, and that you are re- . 
covering from the dreadful wounds ijifiicted on you by the ufsa^sin. We 
humbly invoke an aii-mercitul God to restore you to health for the »ake of the 
best interests of our beloved oonniry. However variant may be the opinions of 
people in Europe as to the American war: they are accordant in the reoognition 
of the consummate ability and sagacity with which yon have directed onr 
foreign policy. The preeervation of your life is regarded as an event in 
whidi the world at large baa a common interest with your feliow-couutrymeu. 
May Heaven prolong your useful life for new services to the American people ! 

I enclose the address of the Italian industrial society of this place, with a 
translation of the same; and also, as it was delivered in French, the orij^inal of 
my reply to the address of condolence of the Greeks, (Hellenics, Bubjects of 
George Ist,) from the Courrier d'Orient of this city of May 3, 1865. 

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

£. JOT MOBftlS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, 

Secretary €f State 

(For endosims see Appendix, separate volnme.) 



" Mr. Morrie to Mr, HwnUr, ^ 

[Extraetl 

No. 114.] Lboation op thb Umitbd Statbs op Ambbica* 

Cmutamtmojph, May ti» 1866. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of despatch No. 87, and 

the circular containing; the official announcement of the assassination of Pref*i- 
dent Lincoln. In a previous de^ipatch I referred at large to tlie universal feeling 
of horror and indignation which such a monstrous crime had produced among 
all classes of the population of this capital. No hnman event, it seems to me^ 
could inspire a deeper and more widespread sense of sorrow and abhonenoe 
than such a crime against such a man. President Lincoln's course of action, 
during his four years' term of office, had been so honorable to himselt and so 
useful to his country, that he had won even the respect of the enemies of the 
noble cause he championed. He lived long enough to refute the calumnies of 
his foreign assailantSt and to confound the wicked schemes of domestic traitors. 
His steady perseverance in the course of right, his unshaken faith in ultimate 
pucress, and the stern loyalty lie exliibited to the Constitution, astonished the 
European world, aud enforced its admiration of one of the grandest ej^hibitious 
of moral courage and of the conscientious discharge of dutv to be found in 
ancient or modern history. He has deseeded to the tomb with an untarnished 
fame, and honored alike by the kings and poople of £uiope» and the oitaaens 
of republican America. 

Since my last despatch a deputation has called on me on the part of the 
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American chiircli and nationality to express their condolence, and thoir hopes 
that slavery, the cause of all our woes, will be forever eradicated in the United 
Btetes. ThtB delegatioo consisted of tkree of the K^heet ecdeBiaetieid dig- 
nitaries of the American church. 

Enclosed will be found copies of despatches to the United States consuls at 
Beyrout and Smyrna, to which I re:»pectfaUy call attention. Their main object 
is to disabuse the public mind of any erroueoas impresaious as to the character 
and qualificatioiiB of Freeident Johnson. I am pleased to saj that ihe elevated 
and rare traits of character which distinguished President Johnson, and his 
eminent capacity for the high trusts devolved upon him, are now beginning to be 
appret iatpn, and the Europeati public are consciuus that the destinies of the 
United States are guided by a firm aud vigorous mind, which cauuot be intim- 
idated by any array of difficulties, and which is equal to any emergency. 
Eneiigy. force of wul* inflexible patriotism, and high moral courage, are the 
characteristics now ascribed to President Johnson, and they are producing a 
most salutary feeling of respect and regard for the nation over which he presides. 
Among Americans unlimited confidence is entertained in Freaident Johnson, 
and the assurance is cherished that bis admiuistration will be a fitting sequel tcr 
that of his illostrions predecessor. 

I respectfully suggest the propriety of giving publicity, through the press, 
to the addresses of felicitation and of sympathy made to me on the part of the 
Ileleuic Greeks of Constantinople. That of sympathy is full of eloquent 
feeling, and does such honor to the generous people for whom it speaks, that I 
venture to express the opinion that it ought be spread before the Ameriean 
j^ublic. 

I liave the honor to be» Tery reepectfnlly, tout obedient servant, 

£. JOY MdURIS. 

IIou. William Hunter, 

Aetii^ Secretary of State, 

(For endoeon see Appendix, separate Yoliune.) 



Address of felicitation of the Hellenic Greeks of Constantinooh to Hon. E. Joy Morris, United 
States minister, April 27, on tht victories tohich securea the overthrow of the pro-tlaterjf 
nMtim mud uUMMud tk$ Amtrimm Omam, 

[Translation.] 

CONSTAMTUIOPLE, AprU 27, 1865. 

Bmiond r^ruad a HM tA« il«Mflem jmo^ ami govwnrmut 

under the Presidency of the great eidxsm Lineoln : 

The descendants of Plato have assembled before the residence of the respected represents* 
live of thf plorions American republic to oongratnlate him on the victories whirli huve saved 
Ids couTitry. 

When a hjdra-headed rebeUioa was menacing the existence of the Union, withjpidnful 
■Bidety ws watched the progress of the Btntgvlet and our pmyen wan olbrsd up to God for 
Q brave people eontwnding for naUon s l eimtence against doonstic treason and foreiga 

intrigues. 

F(*aHiil OS was die oonflfct, oar hopes of nitimate triumph for the cause of Union and lib- 
erty wm- leased upon our conBdence in the itit»'lligt'nco aud patriotism of the >]< •^(•♦•iidants of 
WoabiugUiu, and iu the wmdom and heroic firmue^ti of Presidcut Liucolu, who, at this crit- 
iuAwawd, directed the destinies of the oalloo. 

We were not mistaken. The cause of humanity triumphed, because the Amoncan people 
appreciated the great issues at stake, aud with a sacrifice of blood and treasure TiiipaniUcIed * 
in history, on the tields of battle saved thoir nieuaced iustitutions of free povoriiincut from de- 
itractiou. Noble example of patnoUc devotion, worUgr of honor whenver public virtue is 
esteemed and love of freedom is cherisbed ! 

The last American struggle must ho inscribed with golden letters in the annsiU of history, 
for it was a battle fox the dearest rights of man* All mankind participate in the beneEts of 
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the victoiy achieved, and from all parts of the world the thanks of sympathizing millions ar 
tendered to the Amerieau people for the eoaatuiej and vftlor Uuongb waidi the canee of righf • 
was finally crowDud with saceess. 

Accept, honored sir, the heartfelt conj^atulations of the Oreeks of Constantinople, and ma/ 
God inspira other nations to a ^llar azhibitkii of haniio tMm wImb thair Hber^ and iiid6> 
pundffHuw are amwlfod 



TntaHatiomt from the original French, of the reply of Afr. E. Joy Morris, United Statu aw«- 
ister» to (AsotoM utdrtn ifffelicitatum 4/ lA« UeUauc Onek* «sf ComiUnti»^U, 

Vr\\h mingled emotions of jny und grief! receive this imposing manifofltation of the Hel- 
lenics ut CoiiRtantiuople townnls my country and its illustnons chief, the late President Liu- 
rolu. I rejoice that me chamcter and aettoBt of that great nan areso jnstly appreciated and 
so iiffi'ctiniiHtt'ly revered by the intf'llipent commiuiity you represent. It is another proof of 
the tiili'lity ol the Greek people to the glorious traditions of tht-ir history, that the same love 
of liberty which distinguished them in antiquity vet exists, and that eTeiywhare, where there 
ia a struggle between the spirit of liberty and despotism, their suffiragM tia OH the side of 
those who arc the champions of the natural rights of man. 

It is from your ancestors, Hellenic Greeks, that wo havo inherited onr passion for liber^. 
The historv of Leonidas, with his three hundred Spartans, perishing willing victims for tw 
•safety of raenr country at Thermopyla? ; that of Mtltiades and Thomistodea npoo Ae plain 
of ^l^l^athon and tlio Half of Siihimip, k lling tlio invaders of Greece, not by the force of 
numbers, but by the force of an invincible courage, is taught in our schools as a lesson of 
tnblime patrioHsm.* 

TTonor to a people who, after the lapse of twenty -five centuries, yet pranrra in UieirbearlB 

that tiacrod fire which rendered their ancient heroes immortal! 

The terrible conflict which is about t^nniiuiting in the United States was a stnigglo betwaett 
tbe {\yo opposite priiicijtles of liberty and jslaver^'. To promote the interests of tlio latter, an 
attempt was made to duittroy the American Union and to erect on its ruins a government the 
comer-stone <rf which was to be hnman ^vmj. By the favor of God, the man most capabla 
of meeting sneh a crisis in this emergency was at the head of the nation. He was a man 
pure in hi* moiahh of irreproachable integrity, and one who loved his race and country with 
cMUiil iiflection. In defending the Constitution, he knew that he was defending an instrument 
of government in the preservation of which all mankind had a common interest with us. He 
comprehended in all its proportions the great part which God had ffivm htm to perform, and, 
before Heaven and earth, he proved that he was equal to tlie task imposed on bim. 

At the moment when the snouts of victory were rising from all the tields of hattlo, when 
the fla(^ of liberty was ag^n beinjif raised on the towers and forts from which it had been sao- 
rilegiously torn down four years ago, the I'resident fell !)rTio;ifh the arm of an ,1^s;ls^in. 
Fearful crime to kill sut ii a man ! Supreme folly, to chocwe such a moment for ko infamous 
a deed. He had accomplished his mission ; he had saved his cx>untry and had gained a plaea 
in the temple of glory where he will always be honored asoneof the benefactors of hnmntiity. 
The assassins of lilterty and of it.s cliainpiou.i meritaud receive in history an eternal execraiion. 

Till S( . retnry of State^ Mr. Seward, who had so ably seconded theefft>rts ot the President, 
and who, by his great capacity, liad so wisely represented the nation abr>iad in his diplo* 
matic writings, was also destined to be a Tietim. We implore an all-merciliil God that his 
life may Ikj spared, tlint lie may contribute by his stigacious intellect t^j the consolidation of 
the republic which is now rising so majestically, unchanged inform and unharmed in atrengtb, 
from so many fields of battle. 

In the name of the American people, I thank you, Hellenics, for this enthusiastic demon- 
stration of regard for my country and its savior, and for your wishes that the republic of the 
United States of America may continue to exist in the future, as in thepaat, the ixmfevardof 
modern liberty and the pioneer of hnman progress. 

Adieu, Hellenics, and may the Greek aud American fiags which tloat united above our 
beads be a symbol of that nratemitv of heart that eziats between two people who have tha 
same sympathies and the same aspirations. 



Jfr. JTarrif to Mr, JoAnson. 

Umited States Legation, 

ComtoRltae^s. May 10, 186& 

Sir: Yon have no (^nii^)f already received information of the amasslnation of PresideDt 
Lincoln, and of the attempt on the life of Secretary Seward, through the telegraph and the 
Stale Department. These dreadful deeds have aroused a feeling of horror and nidignatiott 
throughout all Europe, and have betrayed to the world the fiendish passions engendered by 
the institution of slavery. It seems in the order of human events that no great humanitarian 
larolntion can be aooomplishad witboot the tacrifica <^ eoma illoatrloai vietim. Ifan offw 
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tboir lives on the Maffold for the benefit of their race, and others risk life and fortune, and 
ail that endear* them to eacistence, to further the eauae of human rights. Great social snd 
politicfil evils cannot be uprootfd witliout conmintions that shake the world by their violence. 

Certainly there nev(>r occupied tlie post oi a ruler of a country a man who bad less bitter- 
ness in his bent towards his fellow-nicn than President Lincoln, or one who was more (^^enial 
in his nature, more tolerant to his enemies, and more just in his political conduct. The only 
offence he committed was that of being loyal to his country when others were false to her; of 
saving the republic when monacinJ by dt^truction. God, in his mercy, permitted him to live 
till be had baffled the schemes of the conspirators snd had established the Union in its original 
integrity. His glory the dagger of the assassin cannot take awa^. It wfH 1{ye Immortal in 
Ustorv and endear his name to the remote-st fr' ti' Tutions of Amencan freemen. 

Had not the plans of the consoirators failed for want of unity of action, we should have 
had to moam Ifie deaths of the vioe>Pi«a!deni and all tha memben of the eabiuet. Thefar 
diabolical malignity aimed at pnml yzing the goveniment bjT a tempoxtiy tDarchy of ZUle, 
thus hoping to create a widespread disorder and confusion. 

Pmsident Johneon I believe von know. I knew btm from six years elnoe in Coo^ss, 
when he wns a iii>tii^h% and I Know him to bo a man of the utmost firmnessof character and 
force of will, und to be possessed of a moral courage that renderM liitu equal to any emer- 
gency. Amidst bad examples around bim and the temptations incident to southern life, he 
baa alwaya been distingulBhed for exemplary habits of life. If there liaa been any deviation 
from these habits it is exceptional and not characteristic of the man, ai^ no doubt induced by 
accidental causes. I have unlimited confidence in him from my own porsouitl knowledfro 
and observation, and I bear that you will refer to me when speaking to your colleagues of liis 
capacity and eharacler. How long I may continue to serve the government nnder him I 
know not, and shall take no step^ to inti rfcr** with the free exercise of the judi^rnetit of the 
President in relation to the incumbent ut' this post; but as an American citizen i deem it my 
duty to fud in dispelling serious misapprehenmone aa to his character and capacity. He will 
be traduced and uilumniated, as his pri'deceM^^or wh'<, becfiiise bo is the Presiat ut of h republic 
in the overthrow of which every enemy of human liberty has an interest, and every hour of 
whose existence givw the lie to theneeeBsityof deapotitmand artdtnny power aa inatcamaiits 
of government, 

I rejoice to be able to inform vou that the Secretary of Stale and his sou are in a fair way 
of recovery, and that their assailant has been arrested with MVeial of bls acoompUoes* 
Very respectfully, your obedient senrantt 

E. JOT M0BRI8. 

J. A. JoBNSoN, Esq., 

Vtniud 8taU* ConstUf BeyrouL 



Mr, Morri» io Mr, Htmter, 

No. 115.] Lboation op thb Unitbo Statbs op America, 

ComttM^mpk, May 18, 1865. 

- 8m : 1 have the honor to tnmsmit, endoied, adcbreeees of condolence on the 
death of President Lincoln from the British residents of Gonitaatinoplc and the 

printed account of the proceedings in connexton with the same, and from the 
native Protcatant coraraunity of this place, through their head, Mr. Seropyau. 
That of the firitiah reaidenta represents almost the entire English colony of Con- 
'■tentinople, and contains very notable names belonging to it. 

I beg that yon will do the American commnnity of Constantinople the honor 
to express to President Johnson their unqualified confidence in his ability to 
administer the governrannt, and their assurAnce that tliroufijh his firmness of 
purpose, energy and character, and long experience iu public a£fiurs. and his 
emment capadty, the evils of the kite dvil war will soon be repaired, and the 
republic be restored to its pristine integrity and tranquillity. I venture also to 
nxpress the remark tlmt among foreigners the conviction prevail that the- 
present head of the Unit(!d States government is a stiitesman of unusual force- 
of character and intellect. Whatever errors may have existed on this subject 
have already been dispelled. 

I visited the grand vizier and minister of foreign affairs a fews days since and 
took occa-^ion to give them a correct pstimitc, of the public canier, cliimotpr- 
istics, and ability of President Johnson, They thanked me for the iuforma" 
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tioD, and aBeured mo they would take great pleasure in communicating my 
BtatementB to hw Hajeetj the Sultan, who. as a sincere and iindeyiatiu<^ friena 
of the UnioDy would be pleased to know that a statesman of such tried capacity* 
.private worth, and elevated traits of character, now presided over the Aroericaa 

republic 

General Marq^uez, a special envoy from the so-called emperor Maximilian of 
Mexico, has arrived here for the purpose of delivering to the Saltan the deeor> 
ation of the Order of Qnadalonpe. 

I have the honor to he, veiy respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 

£. JOY MOERIS. 

Hon. William Huntub, 

Acting Serrefary of State. 

(For enclosures see Appendix, separate volume.) 



Mr, Marrit to Mr, Hunter. 

^Extract.] 

No. 116.] Lboation op the United Statks op Amrripa, 

Constant inoj}le, May 25, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit a lettor of condolfncc on the part of the 
Shah of Persia and one from the Greek minister of lureign afi'uirs to the Greek 
consul at New York. The letter has been oonimnnicated to me by the minister 
of <jh«ece to the Porte, by order of his government, with the request that I should 
forward it to my government. 

The oLjcct of the visit of General Marquez, the special envoy of the so- 
called emperor Maximilian, is limited to the purpose oesignated in my last de- 
spatch. The grand vizier declares to be without foundation the report that the 
Porte will give him its sanction of the ineorporation of the Eg^^ptian blacks 
into the imperial army, and of a further contiii<;*nt of black troops from E^ypL 
He suid, in reply to iny inquiries on the subject, that the Porte would have 
nothing to do with such an nflfuir. I learn, however, that Geiif-ral Marquez 
expects to receive at Vienna four battalions and a regiment for the .service of 
Maximilian. The soldiers enlisted in Europe for this purpose are needy adven- 
turers, whom necessity, and not sympathy with the imperial cause, has induced 
to accept the proffers of the np^ent? of Maximilian. They are not f»uch a class 
of men as can he relied on to support a government in the hour of adversity. 
The desire to get to America also is so great that men will embrace any pre- 
text to compass thehr wishes in this respect. Never was there a time when the 
hearts of the million masses of Europe dirobbed so warmly to the United 
States as now, and never Mas tlu re 1c«k sympathy with any movements di- 
rected against the spread of our political principles on the American continent. 
• • • • • • • 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedioDl servant, 

£. JOr MOBRIS. 

Hon. William Huntbr, 

Acting Secretary of Steite, 

(For en(do8ures See Appendix, separate volume.) 

P. S. — I beg to enclose a brief statement of the last financial scheme of the 
"Turkish government. 
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The emuenUm 9f <A« homt duU, 

The foUowing Is n alMtnMi cf tbe •tetemMii inneci la London by tlie oontmetoni for thi i 
operattoa: 

**The f^ntA object of the fcbome may be described ae tbat of definiielj tmnsportinp Turk- 
ish finance from the rpprion of Oriental into tlitit of Enroj>efin fiimnce. Oriental govern- 
meute iuvurinbly livo froiu baud to mouth. They contract dubtit wltbout forethouj^lit, nre 
iimKalor in their payments, and OS ft OOBieqneBOe poy, in a long run, usurious rates iu order 
to cover thi' risks. Kiiroponn "rovfrnmcnts, on the other hand, nmkt? tho firt of hnrrowiiif n 
delibtTttte and uubiic act, sunuuuded by as many safeguardn to the leinlcr a» po.ssibUs aud 
tbev inTsat their pnblie Stocks with As many attributes of security and convenience to the 
holder as possible, so as to get money at the lowest rate which tho intrinsic state of tbeir 
credit admits of. Foremast among tboiie attributes is the existence of one large, uniform 
stock, or consols, instead of various ^etty stocks of different denominations. Nor is it lt'.ss 
importaoi for coon tries where domestic capital is scarce and a large part of their national debt 
is raised abroad to make it payable \n specif, at a fixed ezebangc, at all the principal mone- 
tary c»'ntros (if Kurop'. A oonsdliilatfil dri^t of this sort, paynblf (it London, Paris, Amster- 
dam, and ir'raukfort, as well as at home, inscribed in a ^rand livrt^, aud charged on the gen- 
eral revenoes of the empire, wlA due firovisions against frittering these means away by 
hypothocatior.H or raisinp- further loatis, oxrt>pt op<-iily ht\r\ under legislative authority, may 
be said to afford tho maximum of st^ urity aud convenience possible, and, cou.scqupiitly, to 
enable the stale which adopts it to raise money at the minimam rate conbistent with its in- 
trinsic resources and credit. There in as much dilTcrence l)etwpen this and tho im p-nlar 
expedients by which Oriental governments are accustomed to raise money as betwci u tlie 
aaoitgage which aiui>bleman may give an assurance company on his estate, and the bills which 
thesanu* nobleman, in tho thoughtless days of his youth, may have given to some West End 
money -leindt r to unH t a Ujss on tlie turf. The former is in some respects less convenient, for 
it must be paid punctually each quarter day in actual cash, while the latter may probably bo 
staved off tor a term or two by aigninc a fn$h piece of stamped paper ; but then he pays the 
difference between 4 and 40 per oent. ror the accommodation, and, what Is ttm more impor- 
tant, he executes the mortgage deed only after dm* rt-th i tion and on some gravf occasion, 
while, if once accustomed to it, he is apt to scatter about bis signature to tiie looser sort of 
paper to meet every passing whim or kiconvenlenoe. These seneral princinle* a[>i)ly iiecnii- 
arlv to the case ot Turk. v. The cause of her pecuniiiry embarrassments has brtn, not the 
de^cieocy of her resources to meet her necessary expenses, but the inveterate habit of borrow- 
ing from local money-lenders at Ctmstantinople at 16, SNIp and oven 30 and 40 per cent., to 
meet arrears in the odloctioii of taxes and iirsgnlar expenses Incmred without any publicity 
or sanction. 

** Again : panctnallty in the payment of debts necessitates punctuality inthocollsetlonof rey- 

enne. Now, the wautof this pnnrtiinlity has been the want of Turkish finance. The revenue 
is ample to mwft the expenditure, bni unictic aliy from 20 to 30 i^rcent. of each year's collec- 
tion is allowed to fall into arrear, and a consiiicrable part of this arrear is never recovered. 
There is no r^son why the whole revenue should not be punctually collected, as in Indiai 
where the arrears are inconsiderable. The necessity of paying half-yearly dividends punctu- 
ally will soon bring uhoiit tho administrative reforms which are alone necessary to make the 
collection of the very light taxation of Turkey prompt and regular. As ro^ds the payment 
of a large part <rf her diebt abroad, Turkey is also In an ezceptionably mTorable position. 
Turkey is like ludiu, (i inmitry \\]ii<li 1 1 a hi tually exports more than it imports, and this favor- 
able biUanco of trade is certain to increase as roads and railways develop the resourc s ot" the 
interior. In the case of Turkey, therefore, as In India, a large amount of payment may he 
made abroad by the State without prevetitinp- tlie -Tiflsix of n uioJeiatc iwnontif of specie. If 
these payments ceased, the intlux ot .specie would soon become exce ssive and raise prices to 
a point tnat would check exports." 

**In addition to th(>se rr(.noral mTis-'lprntinns, it is pointed out that the special advantages (0 
tho Turkish government of the present consoliilnticm will be— 

" I. That It eiialiles them to raise a sum of £-i,tKR),000 cash, without any increase of pres- 
ent bordcu on the budget, the saving by the reduction of the sinking fund from 2 to 1 per 
cent, on the capital covered being euough to pay 5 j>er cent, interest and 1 per omt. mnking 
fund on £4,(X)0,000 of new stock. 

**8. The new sinking fund being applied in the purchase of stock in the market at 55 or 60, 
Instead of in dnwings at 100, will go nearly twice as hx, and, In addition to paying off the 
capital of the debt in 37 yean, willacenmulatea lessrye fund equal to that eapltalin the same 
period. 

**3. The existenee of this reserve fond, and of a reserve of authorised inscription in the 

gfand Hvre, will always ptnihlc t}i(> fr.-asury to obtain stich temporary advances as niny He 
required to equalize the receipts and paymenta of ditTereut periods of the year, or to meet 
grave emergencies at a moderate rate of interest. 

"As rerrards the present holders of the internal debt, the advantngeo are equally obvious. 
The holder ul a six per cent, consolid^ of lOU me^idies d'or, or jCUO tiieriiug, gei^i £11U ster- 
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linp of new 5 per cent, consols, yieMinp a slightly hotter intercut, \\'A]\ £'20 more capital and 
all the vast ioiproveuieutA of socuril/ afforded b^' iu.scriptiou in the jrand livre and bi^ment 
of inierMt in ifold, at a fixed exdiange, ta atl the principal places orBnrope. For ima f^reat 
adrantap-f hv o-ivrs tip nothinpbut the difference between the preRcnt two yiprcrnt. amortisse- 
meut ami tlio one per cent, new amort is.soment applied in purchasing the litock. As a quos< 
' tkn of firtires, it is qnite clear be gains greatly. The ul nv cortfols an in all ntpects on a par, 
afl regards security, witli tlir existing six percent, external loans, except as regards thesp'-oial 
hypothecations of certain l>rnijches of revenue in favor of the latter, wuich are fast running off 
by the action of their sinking finids, iind to whirh, with the exception of the special cbargv 
on the Egyptian tribute for the loan of 1854, uo great value could be attached in the exttenie 
and improbable case of Turkey becoming insolvent. But if a 6 j>er cent, stock with a 2 per 
cent, amortissement be worth To, (and it is now cpioted liiglior, ) n T) j>er cent, stock is worth 
63 witboat any allowance for the J per cent, amortiaationt which, being applied in porchaMi 
tcndfl to raise the aTorare market pnce of the stock. And if £ 100 of the new consols be worth 
£.'>:?, a cniiMiH l*-, which i>. t \< hanged for £llO, is \^ovt]\ £5.8. But tlie market value of the 
samu consoiidu was not above X4tt antil the recent issue on the prospect of the conversion, and 
if the scheme for converaioo had bem defeated the price would in all probability have gone 
back to that figure, or lower. For the other classes of internal debt the iidvhntage of conver- 
sion is equtiliy obvious. Lastly, as regards the holders of iheextcrnal debts, their posiiiuu is 
improved by the general improrement of Turkish Huance. Whatever improves the credit 
ana adds to the l>orro\viTip power of a state, improves the security of previous debts. The 
holders retain all their speciiil Hcouritios, whatever they may be worth, unatlected, and the 
only mapieion of an injury to them is that the superior attractions of tba new atock nay lead 
to competition with the old stocks in foreign markets. But this is by no mmu cartain, m it 
is generally found that when a domestic stock rises in value the native holders buy rather 
than sell. This was strikingly the case in India with regard to the rujiee pajx i . aiul there is 
eveiy reason to believe that as Turkish stock rises and confidence is created, a larger, rath«r 
than a smaller, proportion of the whole debt will be held in Tmkey. At any nfta, m helden 
of the old external debts will always have the opportunity of converting, at a fair rate, if they 
desire it, into the new stock, as the policy of the Turkish govemmeut must always be an- 
ticipated by voluntary conversions, the period of the complete nni6eation of the whole national 
debt, and discharge td! special hypothecations. Supposing all debts converted into the new 
stock, the whole existiug national debt of Turkey would only be about £(ki,OUO,(H)U. Such 
.a debt will be by fiff the emallest debt of ntiy country of Europe in proportion to its popula- 
tion, revenue, and resources; and witli a uuxlerately good system of taxation and tiuancial 
adjiiiuistratiou, which are now iu the way of being c-arried out, the Turkish treasury would 
Boon be in a state of prosiwrity, 

''The following extract from a statistical return just published by the Foreign OSicG affords 
the best proof how light are the debt and taxation of Turkey compared not only with those 
of wealthy tuitions, such us Englaud and France, but with the poorer countrioaof £llIOpe| 
•ttch as littssia and Austria, and even with the states of South America ; 

PEE HKAD or POPULATION. 



Annnal r^vonn©. Public debt. 

£ 3. d. £ $. d. 

England 8 6 8 «8 2 5 

France 8 0 4 14 0 4 

Kussitt 0 12 7 3 11 I 

Austria 0 1(5 8 ti !.> 4 

Italy : 1 4 U h n 3 

Spain 1 6 4 9 8 5 

Portugal 0 17 1 8 7 1 

Brazil 0 16 8 2 19 8 

Chili 0 17 10 1 16 4 

Pera 1 13 11 2 J I 10 

Ttaikej 0 7 9 1 3 1 



Mr, HwUer to Mr. Morru. 

Ko. 90.j DltPAHTMBNT OP Statb, 



Waihington, June 21 , 1865. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your deppatche.^ from 
No. 110 to No. llo, inclueive, the latter bearing date May 18. The accounts 
thej fomiib of the effect pcochtoed in tbe Turkish capital b/ the intelligeace of 
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tbe Pretideiit's asBMsfnatioii and the attempt upon the life of Ur. Seward have 

been read with great interest and gratifieatioD. Your prooeedings in eonnezion * 

with this subject are fully approved. 

I am, sir, your obedient senraatt 

UUNTEB, 
Afting Secretary. 

£. JTqv Mobbis, Bsq., 4«-, 4^, 9fc^ OomtUmiimopU, 



Mr, Morris to Mr. Seward. 

No. 118.] Lboation op thb Unitkd States op Amkrica, i 

Cknutantinople, July 13, 1865. 

8fR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the circular announcing 
the af)proaching departure of Rear-Admiral Goldshorough aa commander of the 
United 8 twites ec^uadron iu Eurupeuu waters, and that he is instructed not to 
enter any port, imleM aheelntely neeeeaary, where helligerent prmleges may be 

extended to the United States rclids, &c. In this connexion I beg leave to 
refer to my despatch of May G, 18G2, enclosing a copy of the vizcrial order ad- 
dressed to all the public functionaries of the Sublime Porte on the sea-coast of 
the Otlouiau empire. That order was to the following effect : ^ 

** BUBUMB POKTB, OM M, m^Afril 23, IffiS.) 

** Exrn.LENrY: According to the priuciples of intomntinnal rights estnblishod in the hito 
treiit y at the coDference lield in Paris, tlie tuse of shipe-of-wor and other veMeis privateers 
(Korsan) was outirelj abolished by all the great powcn thereiii represented. 

" Tlui legation of the United States of Aiiifricft has now rnqncsted that, conformably with 
the prt'cediug, instructions be given by the Sublime I'orto to its functiounriefe on the sea«coast 
of the empire, for the jiurpuseof midntaining the pritioiiilo ndopted as aforesaid. AsithM 
therefore been here deemed necessary, in view of said principle, that effectual measures 
should be taken to prevent vessels of the United States of America from being exposed to in- 
jury iu any of the ports and waters of the Ottoman domiuiou.s ly [jrivati^crs ^uch as those 
alluded to, your excellency will, in case aqy privateers or anued vessels preying on the 
eomineree of the United States attmnpt to enter tiieiii, with or without prize, adopt each 
means as wiU preveot them from canyiof the design into execution." 

The above order was drawn np at my request, and with the understanding 

that it was intended to bo a deniaJ of belligerent rights to the United States 
rebels, and as a sign of the determination of the Turkish government to dis- 
countenance the hostile designs of the rebels against the integrity of the repub- 
lic of the United States. The government of the Sultan never recoguizcd the 
rebels as belligerents, notwithstanding the example of Bngland and France, nor 
did it at any time, directly or indirectly, mauifeet any sympathy with their 
efforts for the destruction of the American Union. During the whole period of 
the war the war vessels of the United States enjoyed unlimited hospitality of 
the Turkish ports, and they were never put upon a level with the rebel cruisers, 
and talgeet to an odious and ntijnst restriction of twenty-four hours' stay in the 
harbors of this empire. The above order was issued in good faith, and it would 
have been enforced to its full extent had an occasion required it. 

It gives me pleasure, now that the war is over, to reft r to these facts. Con- 
sidering the power of English aud French influence at this court, it seems to mo 
that the policy of the Ottoman government, with respect to the United States 
dnring the recent civil WBf, is one that does it Infinite credit, and is a strilcing 
exhibition of political courage in behalf of a government who^^e frii-iulsihip it has 
always cheriuhed. There is no necessity, therefore, on the part of the Turkish 
government to issue a proclama^n withdrawing belligerent rights from the 
United States rebels, Ibr it never eeoeeded any to theoL 
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Re^r- Admiral Goldsborough, ehould he honor the waters and harbors of Tor- 
' key with a Tisit of tbe squadron under bis command, will be reccrred with the 
highest honors* and with a cordiality of feeling indicative of the synqMtbj of 
this government with the canse he us so gallantly sustained in hostib waters 

daring the last four years. 

With great respect, joor obedient servant, 

KJOTMOKBIS. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Seereiarjf of Slule. 



Mr. Morrii io Mr» Seward. • 

No. 119.] Legation op the United States of Amebic a, 

Comtaniinople, July 18, 1865. 

- Sir : I regret to be obliged to report that the cholera has made its appearanee 

at Constantinople. It was introduced here by an Egyptian war Pteauior, on 
which pcveral cases and dcatha from this disease occurred. Thut? fur it h;\p not 
spread much, it being confined chiefly to the arsenal to wliich tlie cholera pa- 
tients of the vessel above referred to were transported. In uU up to date not 
more than twelve deaths ftwn eholera have oeenrred here. Sanftaiy measnrea 
'tare being taken to prevent it from extendine among the population. I fear, how- 
ever, that having made its entrance here, this capital cannot escape its ravages 
to a greater or less degree of intensity. The last reports from Egypt represent 
tbe deaths from cholera at almost 200 daily in Alexandria, and about 300 in 
Cairo. It was apprehended that in the hot months of August and September 
its ravages woula oe yet greater. 

I &ve the honor to be your obedient servant^ 

£. JOY MOBUIS. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State. 



Mr. Morris to Mr, Seward. 

No. 120.J Legation op the Umteu States of America, 

Cotutantint^fh. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of despatch No. 90. I re* 
gret to be obliged to state that the eholera continues to extend its ravages, not- 
withstanding tbe efforts making by the gOTemment to arrest its progress. What- 
ever may be the opinion of medical men, it is evidfnt that it is propagated by 
contagion, as it fixed itself in the locality where the first deaths from an Egyp- 
tian man>of-war took place, and has thence gradually extended itself over the 
Ohristian quarter of Pera, and throueh Stamboul, (Constantinople proper.) In 
tbe most infected region, GassimP&dia, where it originally broke out — a quarter 
inhabited chiefly by workmen connocted with the navy yard, and situated in a 
low valley encompassed by high hill?, with imperfect drainngt — it has been very 
fatal, bavine attacked almost the entire population. Such have been its ravages 
there that the government has ordered all the large khans and buildings occu- 
pied by m%ny persons together to be vacated* and has provided tents for them 
on the heiglits surrounding the city. 

Had proper quarantine measures been taken at fir«t,'the introduction of the 
cholera from Egypt might have been prevented, it seems to me, from our ex- 
perience here, that it wul be advisable in the United States to guard a^inst it by 
(he most rigid quaiantbe i^gulationB. OtJierwise» if it once enters ue country 
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it will be very fatal, in consequence of the great destitution prevailing in Vir- 
ginia and other of tLc bouiIjciu States, aud of the dibea&es wLich aJwaj^d follow * 
in the train of war. 

The pabBshed number of deaths per day is about 1 60, but they are known 
to largely exceed that number. The whole number of deaths from the origin of 
the dificnse to t)ie prcBCiit time about 2,000. A great panic prevJiil» among the 
populutiou, particularly the Christian portion of it, and people are tlceing by 
thonaandtt in every direction from the city. It is to be hoped, however« ^at the 
sanitary measures adopted by the goremment and pursued With great energy 
will have the effect sooner or later to arrest the e|Mdeinio. 
With great respect, yoor obedtent servantt 

K. JOY MOllRIS. 

Hon. WiLUAB H. BfiWABDf Secretary State. 



TU£ CUULERA. 

To the Editor of the Levant Herald : 

Sir : During the prevalence of the cholera morbns in the different ports of Turkey, any 
remarks that may tend to the better knowledge uf the. mysterious disea.se and ita develop- 
meot may be acceptablei and I have, therefore^ token the liberty of addreesiog you the fol- 
lowinff— the result of my obeerrations : 

Cholera can be communicated — 

1. By persons direct, who carry the seeds of the disease (or vitiated air) with them. 

2. By clothes or otiier artieles uwd by the dek. 

3. By infected vessels or laznn-ttos, which, though isolated, arc too near healthy townSi 
and thi'>e peiierating vitiated air, it soon passes the imagimiry honndariea of quarantine. 

In yroo( of tiiene assertions I may remark : 

1. The eholern in the present instance was intrniliucd into Arabia by pilp;rim3 from India, 
bringing with theui the seeds of the diseiuse. it did not develop itself until the period of the 
Courbani-Baivam, when' the thousands of animals sacrificed, of every size, from :i ciunel 
downward, were left to patrefy; the effluvium, combined with the ascent of the holy hill by 
tlie pilgrims bear-headea in a burning, tropical sun, and the free use of all kinds of unwhole- 
some fruits and vegetables, was immediately succeeded by the oullm ak of the disease. At 
Dieddah it assumed a comparatively mild form, ouly ten per cent, of the cases proving fatal. 
The pilgrims in their passage through Egypt commnnieated the disease, which nnf<Nrtn- 
nately proved to be of a nitn h more fatal type. 

The cholera was also introduced into Turkey at the commeucement of the Crimeau war by 
a Frsneb steamer with troops from Algiers. On her arrival at Gallipoli it was whispered a 
few cikst's had occurred during her voyage. The troops were, however, landed ; in a few 
dajs cholera raged, and the t'rench lost upwards of 2,(Mtii men from tlie disease in this town 
alone. From Gallipoli the disease was introduced into the French hosii tril at Abyd«js by a 
few patients attacked with the malady sent from^thetice. JSearly the whole of the other pa> 
tients were shortly after taken with the cholera. 

2. The disease from the Abydos hospital was communicate<l to the Dardanelles. The first 
peraons attacked were the washer-woman aud her daughter, who washed the dirty Unen sent 
to them from the hospital ; they die<l, aud the malady soon spread In tbetown. 

3. Duriiip the j)rcsent outbreak of cholera, the precaution of jdacing in quarantine vessels 
and passeugers trom Alexandria has nut prevented the malady from spreading beyond the 
Tesseis ana bonndariee of the lazarettos, as instanced at Constantinople, Smyrna, and the 
Panlauelles, where it commenced chiefly In tlie immediate ncirrlilinrln i>.1 of ti e lazarettos. 
It is certain the Egyptian frigate should never have been admitted into lite vicinity of Con- 
stantinople, nor the steaoMr flrom Alexandria allowed to anchor near Smyrna or the Dar- 
danelles, still less the passengers laudetl in the different lazarettos. Security, as far as wo 
can judge of this mysterious malady, can only be uttuined by an early attention in prevent- 
ing vessels from infected places performing their quarautiuo near oeelthy towns ; for al- 
though the disease may not develop itself with the same intensity in one place as another, 
owing to atmospheric and other causes, still there is no doubt that cholera can bo communi- 
cated fwheu tho vicinity is too close) through the mediiuu of the air, malgro ({uarantine 
nod ail ita present regmations. Home distant point should have been chosen for the com- 
plete isolation of veeseis coming lirom Alexaadtia, and there to perform their quarantine ; for 
lofHTee, one of the numerous lahnds of the Aicnipalago^ for swaj ftom uy of thethidsfy 
populated towns In Turkey. 

lam, Sbe*t 

P. a 

Dardanelles, Julg 26. 

% 
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Mr, Morrti to Mr, SewartL 

[Extract.] 

No. 121.] Lbqation of the Uxited Statks of America, 

CoHSiantinojflct Augtut 14, 1865. 
• • • • • • • • 

I^IR : I regret to state tliat the cholera sttU continues Its rava ges th e deaths 
fbrtfae ]a>t two weeks averaging, according to the official reports alone, aboat 
throe hundred daily. Tlio actual number, is in excoi»si of tbis estimate. It has 
spread over all the euvirous of Constantinople, and along both the Asiatic and 
European shot es of the Bosphorus to the liUck sea. Since the uighta have 
grown cool, and the humidity has mcreased, it seems to have beeome more mar 
lignant, and to have assutned an almost contagious character. 

Great coriritrrnatiot^ prevails among the population, and they are fleeing in 
all directions from the pestilence, many of tlu'm e?*t.il)lisliii)g themselves on re- 
mote mountain heights. The government hiis, at its own expense, transported 
over 80.000 of the laboring classes to ports on the Black sea, and it is safe to 
Bay that at least 150,000 people have left Constantinople. They seem to liave 
carried the pestilence with them, for it has broken out at Trebizond, Sulina, at 
the mouth of the Danube, Salouica, Sansoum, aad among the islands of the 
Grecian Archipelago. 

Unfortunately, hardly any of the Tillages where E^ntui do not reside are 
provided with either physicians or pharmacies. In exclusively Mussulmaa 
villages, for want of medical aid, the raortality is very great and the epidemic 
baa full Bway. Apparently the weather is of the most salubrious character, 
the days being temperately warm, and the nights cool and refreshing, though 
humid. 'Hiat the atmosphere is deranged, however. Is evident firom the net 
that the slightest error in diet is sure to be followed by an attadc of some of 
the premonitory symptoms of cholera. Vegetable.^, with the exception of po- 
tatoes, as well as fruits, are generally proscribed, aud meats, such as beef, mut- 
ton, and poultry, constitute the staple food. These are the very articles, how- 
ever, the most out of reach of the poor, and for want of means they are obliged 
to supply themselves with such cheap but pernicious food as melons, cucumbers, 
and other like vegetables. 

Subscriptions have been raised on all sides to relieve the sufferings of the 
poor, many of whom, having lost the means of existence, actually perish with 
famine. The distress, destitution, and misery, is heart-rending and it is to be 
feared wfll be the prelude to yet sadder scenes in the coming winter. 

It is generally supposed that the epidemic will prevaU here, in a greater or 
less degree of intensity, to the month of October. It appears within the last 
few days to be very slowly declining. 

Vessels aiTiving from any of the ports of the Ottomaa empire are uow re- 
leased from quarantine restrictions. 

With great respect, vour obedient servant, 

£. JOY MOEEIS. 

Hon. William H. Skward, 

tSecretarj/ of State, 



Mr. Morris to Mr, Seward, 

No. 182.J Lbqation OF THE United Stater OP Am RRicA, 

Constantinople, August 2S, 1365. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowlodf^c the receipt of despatch No. 91. 
The cholera is gradually disappearing. The number of deaths for the last 
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week tias been dafly leeaeiiiog, and the latest report ezhibita « total of only 

pixty nine fatal casos wttbin the pri cr ding twenty-foor hoQTS. Its decline was • 
indicated first by tho reappearance of other discasce which, according to phy- 
sicians, cjinnot exist contemporaneously with cholera. In its last stagts 
typhus, intermittent, and typhoid fevers have developed themselves, and are 
nnvsnally malignant and fittaJ. A heavy etonn of rain lome ten daya ainee 
•eema to have a salntary inflnencc on the atmosphere, and to have arreated the 
progressive tendency of the epidemic. Tho cool weather now prevailing, and 
the high wind?, and great quantity of rain falling, will, no doubt, restore the 
atmosphere to ita usual nalubrious tone, and put an end to tlie disease. 

The mortalitv, it seemat has been mneh greater than the official reports indl* 
eale. Theee did not indode the deaths in the army and navy, and were im- 
perfect, as a large number of deaths were not reported to the medical board, 
and that the authorities rIho suppressed a considerable portion of the known 
deaths, in order not to terrify yet more a panic-stricken population. 1 learn 
from a reliable sonree that in one day alone the actnal nnmber of deaths was 
13St7f and that for a fortnight at least 1,000 persons died daily. Up to the 
prcpf-nt date, my fimiiy physician estimates the deaths to amount to 40,000; 
and this notwithstanding the flight of one-third of the population of Coustanti- 
Dople and its environs. From this point it has been carried by the fugitives to 
Trebisond and other porte on the Black sea, and to the towns on Uie lower 
Danube, in all which places it is very destructive. 

Tfie development of tlie dudeia at Conptantinople wnf^ very gradual and in- 
ridions. It was brought here by a Turkish war Hteamor from Kgyj)t, June 
26. This vessel violated the quarantine restrictions, and although two of the 
crew had died of cholera on the voyage, twelve sailors were landed at the naval 
hospital while suffering under the disease. For fourteen days the epidemic lay 
brooding in the hospital ; on the fifteenth day it burj«t forth from the hospital 
and fell like a thunaerbolt on the immediate neighborhood of Cassim Pacha and 
Ha8t«keni, sweeping away the population with irresistible havoc. From this 
TSgion it made a leap over all the intervening localities to Ten! Kent, some ten 
miles distant on the Bosphorus, whither it was carried by a carpenter of the 
navy yard at Cassim Pacha. Thence it spread to the adjacent village of Thero- 
pea, where the mortality was so great that for a time the dead lay unhnried in 
the houses. Subsequently it spread out on all sides until it envelojpcd the en- 
tire capital and its environs in its pestilential embrace. 

It seems to have had its origin among the pilgnms to Mecca during the 
early spring months. The slaoghtering m some hundred thoosand sheep for 
sacrificial purposes, and the leaving expofod to decay in the open air the cn- 
trail-* and remains, infected the atmo.-jphere, and caused the death, it i? said, of 
125,000 pilgrims. From Mecca to Djcddah the road was strewn with putriiied 
corpses. Death and desolation were spread around by the tainted air, and the 
letnming j^lgrims carried the cholera to all parts of the East. No precautions 
were taken to prevent it-' introduction into Kgypt, and multitudes of cholera- 
stricken pilgrims were pcnniued to enter the country and die«i{erainate the pes- 
tilence. I'^gypt was already prepared for the reception of the cholera by tho 
devastating cattle disease which, in the dosing months of 1864, carried off 
800,000 cattle* and as many sheep, goat^, camels, &c. Threc-fonrths of these 
flnimalt< were thrown into the Nile, and in i^ome places lay in such masses as to 
block up the stream, as at DaniielUi, where the dogs were able to cross the 
river (here about 2,700 feet broad) dry-shod on a bridge of carcasses. As the 
Nile aflfords the only drinking water, its infection fWmi animal putrefaction must 
have already been the source of disease before the cholera made its appearance. 
In Egyi't 82,000 personr^ died of cholera in forty days; in Alexandria, 18,000; 
io Cairo, 30,000 ; and in upper Egypt, 40, ('00. 

Had not the most energetic and provident measures been adopted here by 
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the goverament, after its first development, the mortality, great aa it is, would 
. have been far more extensive. A medical commission, composed of tlK- chief 
physicians, was created at the outset, and invested with authority to «;nforce 
Buch sanitary precautions as they deemed necessary. Under their suporvision* 
1nfeetioD*breeaing localitleB were purifiedt obstruct^ sewers cleansed, and tlioae 
that were open covered over; all the quarters of the capital and its vicinity pro- 
vided with physicians, whose attendance as well as medicines were furnished 
gratis to the poorer classes at the expense of the goverament ; the sale of un- 
wholesome food, and intramural interments, were prohibited ; corps of fumiga- 
tOTB institiited to dUinfeet the houses and streets ; and hospitals, ambohinees to 
carry the sick, and attendants. In requisite numbers, everywhere supplied. 
The progress of the epidemic was resisted by all the means of which the gov- 
ernment could avail itself, and it is chiefly owing to ita sagacious course of ac- 
tion, and to the untiring efforts of the medical staff and the practitioners in its 
employ, tlMt we an indebted, under providence, for its final conquest. As a 
body, the m^Ucal firaternity of Constantinople has most honorably distinguished 
itself by its courage, devotion to professional dnty, and scientific Hkill, during 
the last six weeks. The ma.sonic lodge of "Italia ' and the Italian Industrial 
Society deserve mention for the philauthropic spirit which induced their mem- 
bers to remain in the dty in the midst of tne pestilence, and to give their per- 
sonal services to the care of the siek. Some of them fdl yictims to their noble- 
lienrted zeal. No wonlr^ of mine can do jui^tice to tlie moral counif^'e and self- 
eacrificing ?j)iiit which marked their conduct in a crisis when the boldt st heart 
was appalled by the magnitude uf the calamity, and which was so fearful in its 
nature as in many eases to render men insoisible to the common impulses of 
nature, and to terrify parents into tiie abandonment of thdr children when at- 
tacked by the cholera. 

I respectfully suggest that, if it shall be deemed necessary to take pre- 
cautiouary measure:* against the cholera in the United States, it will be ad- 
visable to establish the cholera quarantine quarters on islands at a distance 
from the mainland. It has been found to be invariably the case that the 
cholera communicates itself to adjacent localities when the laz.irettos are on 
the mainland, and that such is the elastic nature of the miasma it cannot 
be prevented from propagating itself except by a wide mass of intervening 
water. It has thos fkr been prevented fiom penetrating continental Gheece, 
and many of the islands in tne archipelago, by the establishment of laaa- 
lettos on remote and distant islands. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

E. JOY MORIIIS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H: Sbi^ard, 



Mr, McrrU to Mr, Seward, 

No. 124.] Lbqation of thb United States of America, 

Comtantinople, Seplernber 4, 1865. 

Sir : The official reports represent a rapid decline of deaths from cholera, 
and it is apparently nearly extinct at the capiUil. The number of deaths 
ibr August 29 was 33; August 31, 25; September 1, 15. In Smyrna the 
deaths were about five or six per diem. If, however, the mortality in the 
immediate environs was indudM witii that of the capital, the total, correctly 
reported, would not be less, even now, than one hundred daily. The habits 
of the people, their poor food, for the most part of vegetables and fruits, 
and their wretched lodgings, render it very dificult to extirpate such a 
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disease wlieu it baa once taken root in the country. It is only in the 
principal towua that physicians and medicines are to be fonnd, and in lo- 
calities not more than firteeu or twenty miles from Uoustantiuuple, numbers 
have perished for the want of any kind whatever of medical idd. 

Unices rigid measures are adopted, the cholera will be revived here by the 
arrival of infected vessels from other ports of the empire. Within t!ie last ten 
days, two Uttoman men-of-war, the S;iadie and Medjidie, have ent( red the har- 
bor with cholera patients on board, aud ou both ot them several deaths occurred 
daring the passage. As Constantinople is now in free pratique with pH the 
ports of Torhey, unless such vessels Are thoroughly dieinleeted, there is good 
reason to apprehend another outbreak of the « pideniic. 

Animal food being ii)dit»peneably necessary juj an article of diet at the present 
time, aud the terror inspired by the ravages of the cholera having caused the 
flight of tlie drovers and botchers upon whom the capital chiefly depends for its 
supply, the government has been obliged to make up the dcBcicncy. It has 
ordered the purchase of 70,000 sheep in the interior, and it has nUo fixed the 
price of the mutton at 6^ piasters tbe obe, that it may be within reach of tbe 
jpoorer classes. 

Tbe cholera has recently invaded tbe imperial palace at Dolma Bagtcbe, 
where, after an illness of a few hoors, it carried off the Hasnadar Oosta, or 
lady snperintendent of the harem. Several other inmates of tbe harem having 
been attacked, the Sultan has been obliged to change his residenoe to another 

of the imperial palaces. 

I should have mentioned that my authority for the number of cholera deaths 
in Egypt, reported in a previoos despatch* was a Paris correspondent of the 
Free Tress of Vienna, and that for the pilgrim deaths was the Courrier d' Orient 

of this city. As the figures given seem extravagant, I deem it proper to refer 
to the sources from which they were derived. Wliiie tbe deaths by cholera at 
Constantinople cannot be less than SO,UUU, all statements beyond that number 
most be merely conjeetmnil. 

I w as not aware until recently of the personal exertions of a committee of 
the American mi9:?ionarie3 among the cholera-S'tricken poor, many of whom 
have been saved from death by destitution aud the epidemic through their 
humane efforts in their behalf. 

Very respeotfnlly, your obedient servanty 

E. JOT MOERIS. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, Secretary if State* 



Mr, Seteard to Mr. Morrit. 

No. 92. 1 DBPARTftlEilT OF StATE, 

Wathmglon, Sijitember 5, 1865. 

Sir : Your interesting despatches, No. 118 and No. IIU, both dated July 1?, 
and No. 120, without date, have been received. 

Upon tbe recommendation of the Surgeon Gkneial, to whom was submitted* 

without loss of time, your No. 120, relative to the ravages of the cholera in the . 
TuTkish empire, the attention ot" the goveniorw of the various States has been 
invited to the facts set forth by you, with a view to the prompt eatabiishmeut 
of rigid quarantine regulations, to prevent, if possible, the introduction of 
cholera into this country. Herewitb I enclose a copy of the aocompanunent of 
tbe letter addressed by thir^ department to the governors of States. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEW ABD. 
£• Joy Morbi8, Esq., Sfc., 4t;., Comtantinople, 



Digitized by Google 



304 



DIPLOMATIC COBBESPOKPENGB. 



Department of Statf, 

IfVuAtit^ton, bepUmbcr 1, le^. 

His Excellency the Governor of the State of : 

BlR: Tourexci llent-y'sserioiiu attention ib invited to tbc accompanying letter of the acting 
Surjjeon General of the army, to whom tlie (It-snatcli from the United Slates niinistor at Con- 
stantinople, which it menriuDs, was referred. The expediency of adopting uuarautiue 
meaaiuw for the purnoae of prcventiof the iDtrodoctioii or Asiatic choleca mto thu eoantij 

seems well worthy of" consideration. 

I have the honor to be vour excellency's obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. 8EWASD. 



Surgeon General's Office, 

H'ashington City, D. C, August 29, 1885. 

Sir : In the absence of the Surgeon General, I have the honor to acknowledge the n-cuipt 
ol ir conimuniaition of the 24th instant, enclosing despatch from Mr. Morris, niini<iter 
r«'8jii' ut ot" the United States at Constantinople, relative to the ruvap^f^s t>f tlip cholera in that 

auartcr, ♦Stc, utid would most rt\speclfully recouinieud that the atteutioii of the governors ot 
tates be invited to the facts contained therein, with a view to the prompt establishment of 
rigid qaaiantine reguiaiions to prevent, if possible, the introduction of cholera into this 
country. 

The despatch from Mr. Murri.H and enclosed paper an herewith nepoetfiilly letoiiwd. 
Very respectftillyi your obedient servant, 

C. H. CRANE, 

Uou. William H. Seward, Stentary Stau, 



JIfi*. Morru to JUr. Seward, 

No. 125.] LEGATlOiN OP THK U.MTKD StaTKS OF AmRRICA, 

ConHantmoj^et Septtmher II, 1865. 

Sir : The kut btdletin of the medieal comnuMion reports bat nine deaths by 
cholera. Tbie ie an itidication that the epidemie is nearly eztincti bat It is not 

reliable ae a complete list of deaths, as a larffc proportion is unreported. It 
would be fair to fPtiniHte the daily inort;ility by cbolera in OoTisirantiuoplc at 
from eighty to a hundred cvtu now, including, of course, the immediate environs. 
At no time has the official report been correct The deaths, which at the maxi- 
mum, according to this authority, reached four hundred in one day, are known 
to have been over twn thoiHfxnd. On the 14th of August the deaths reported 
to the j^rand vizier re eighteen hundred and ninety-seven. There ij» good 
reason to believe that lor neveral days the mortality waa considerably over two 
thousand, and I find, from inquiry among official sources, thai the total deaths 
cannot be less than fifty thoosand. Indeed the desolation haa been frightful ; 
in a single night, certain quarters of the city liave been bereft of (wo thirds of 
their inliabitaiits, and thus, it may be said, without almost any premonition. The 
attacks being generally in the night and sudden, death occurred in muet wif^es 
before medical relief oonld be obtuned. Although the poorer classes chiefly 
soared, the greatest care in dietary regimen was required by all, the least ex- 
ec?? being dangerous, and in many cases conducing to fatal iet*ults. T1m> epi- 
demic seems to be of a more malignant and contagious nature than its prede- 
cessors, to judge h^ the great mortality here and ia Egypt, and Arabia, and its 
fatally rapid termination. It is to be hoped it will not remain with us for 
another year, as in 1846 and 1847. 

I regret to report another terrible calamity to this already sorely afflicted 
capital. At about midnight, on the 5th of September, a fire broke out in 
Stambiil, (U< •ustautinople proper,) near the central police quarters, in the quarter 
of Dernier Kapon. Under the influence of a violent north wind it soon spread 
with great fury, carrying everything before it. It reached the enclosure with* 
in which stand the government buildings known as the Porte, having levelled 
every iutervcuiug obstacle, bat at this moment the wind changedt deflected the 
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flames and tliey took a eonrae aiound the wall, on the north of tbia enelosnre, 

and nubed likr a 8oa of fire on to the Hippodrome and the neighborhood of 
the moBque of Sultan Ahmet. Nothing could arroet thv flnmo^, not rvon the 
tfiolid walls of tho khans and moequcf^, and the pulling down of squares of 
houses. The fire raged until 6 p. m., on September 6, having, in thid time, • 
destroyed abont eight thousand houses, ten mosques, twfelTe baths, twenty khans, 
two Greek chnrcheB. and one Armenian church. The length of tho track of 
the fire is one and a half mile, and its breadth half a milo. Muny palaces wore 
destroyed, and among the rest one occupied by the Persian embassy. No such 
fire has occurred in Constantinople since tho memorable one which happened in 
tha lime of the Omsadera, ano^ which eonanmed one-third of the city. The 
present fire in the cause of immenBo distress; thousands of families are without 
homes and are reduced to helpless poverty, and many of tin in after having 
already lost valuable memberf from cholera. The losses from the destruction of 
property are immense, and at present beyond estimate. Generous as the gov- 
ernment is disposed to he, it is almost beyond its power to afford relief to a 
population which is suffering so fearfully under the scourge of fire and pesti- 
Muce. Private henevolence is taxed to it^ utmost to alleviate the mii«ery which 
we everywhere see around up, but tbr aftliction is po great that it will require 
* some more abundant relict than has been yet devised. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. JOY MOBBIS. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of iSiaie, 



Mr, Sward to Mr. Marrit, 

No. 93.j Department of State, 

Washington, September 21. 1865. 

8iB : A despatch has been received at the department from Mr. Hale, agent 
and consul general of the United States at Alexandria, announcing that nine 
hundred negroes from the Soudan or upper country of Egypt, within the juris- 
diction of the Pacha, were expected shortly to arrive at Alexandria to be cm- « 
barked in French transports for Mexico, to relieve the contingent which was 
Bent out in January, 1863. The hitter proceeding, as you are aware, excited 
much comment at the time, but it passed unnoticed byUiis government, which 
was then seriously occupied with a peculiar condition of merely domestic affairs, 
and with the foreign embarrassments which grew out of that condition. Since 
then the United States have abolished slavery. The attention of Congress as 
well as that of the executive department and of the country has been very 
Steadily fixed upon the course of events in Mexico, which I need not say form a 
subject of serious concern with regard to the safety of free republican inptitu- 
tions on this continent — au object with which we are accustomed to connect tho 
desired ultimate ctm.^i quenee of the abolition of every form of compulsory 
civil or military servitude ou this hemisphere. 

Yon aA instructed to bring this matter to the attention of the Turkish gov- 
ernment, and to state that, in the opinion of this govenimeDt, the renewal of the 
transaction referred to could not be n trarded with favor, or even without deep 
anxiety by the people of the United States. It will be proper for you to in- 
form the minister for foreign affairs that I have written upon the subject in the 
aame sense herein adoptra to the diplomatic agent of the United States at 
Paris* and to the consul genual at Alexandria. 
I am* sir, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 
£. Joy ^[orbiSi Es^.* Sfc.t fyc., Conttantinojple, 
20 D c • • 
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Mr, Morris to Mr* Seward, 

•No. 126.] Legation op the United States op America, 

^ OmstaiiUiiwpUt September 21, 1866. 

Sir : I am Bappy to be aWe to inform you tbat the cliolera as an epidemic 
has ceased to exist licrc. Such is the official statement of the board of liealth. 
It is etill prevailing, however, with great intenf?ity in Syria and Paiestine, in 
Aleppo, Damascus, and other of the principal towns and villages of that j)art of 
the empire, and also aloDg the Datmbe, and at Widden ana other pomts in 
Bulgaria. It has thus far been excluded from those Islands in the Archipel- 
ago brloiitriiip; to tbc kinL'"'lnm of Greece, l)y rigid quarantine re;i:!^ulationfl ; but it 
has penetrated Candia and Cyprus*, where it has committed great ravage?. It 
was, at last advices, particularly malignant and fatal at Lamaca, the political 
capital of Gypraa. ♦ » ♦ 

With great respeet, your obedient aeiYaati 

£. JOY MOEBIS. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary, Sfn, 



Mr. Morris to Mr. Seward. 

No. 127.] LboaTION of THB United States of Amrrhw, 

Constantinople, October 9, ISG,). 

Sir : I have the honor to aclcnowledgo the rr(;cipt of despatch No. 92, and 
to eucluHe a translation which I have made ui u pam|)hlet in French hy Dr. 
Boaci, pbysiciaii to tbe imperial arscnali on the contanoiiB properties of Asiatic 
cholera. Tbe observations of Dr. Bozzi, being fonnded upon professional ex- 
perience during one of the most fatal visitations of cholera on record, seem to 
me to be of sufficient importance to be communicated to tho department for the 
in^tructiou of the American public and medical authorities. 

I bare the honor to be, very respectfully, yonr obedient aeiTant, 

E. JOT MOBBIS. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary^ State* 



Cbtervations on th$ eamtagious propcrtie$ of the Asiatic cAtflaro, ind ^ A$ mh Mlmt§ meassUf 

of opposiris,' il^ progress by f lie muit rigid and perfect systrm of quarantine, su^itesteii by pro- 
fci$ional ciptrience at Constantinople during the summtr of lcH)^,bg Dr. Boizi^ phusicianto 
the imperial arscnedt traudetedfoT the DefmHmmt^ StuU kff £. Jtff Morris, wdsdSleUs 
minister to Turkey. 

AVhethrr the Asiatic cholera is to be oontagioas or not, ia a qnestion of the first importance 
to the pul)lic health of the world. Notwithstanding^ the many fects demonstrated or lis con- 
tagions ijutiire, the advocfttcs of the contrrny doctrine — and tlioy have thus far beou iu the 
nuyority — have enforced their vi«ws in tlie discussion of measures of quarantine against the 
tnvffsion of thtsdisrase; tbef bare opposed overjsilcb meamire, as not onlj fneapable of 
pn'scrvinp n country from this terrible scouifro, but also as inflicting proat dainape on com- 
Dierciai and indastrial interests. Even wheu quarantine restriciious huve been adopted, no 
regard haa been pidd to tbe term of incubation of contagious nuiladies, nor to other drenm* 
stances pquully important to Ix* taken into coiisidt rfttion, jn ordrr tlmt sanitary nreasMires may 
produce tlicir proper «ti'ect. This is the reason why the clioltiu Ims been imported into SO 
many diffen-nt countries. 

Tlie Asiiitic cholera was confined for several centuries to its place of oripin in Hindostan, 
and it \vu.s only when new and more rapid avenues of eommnnication were o)>ened, and com- 
mercial intercourse bet unn' more general and easy, that it \\ us enabled to break through tho 
limits imposed on it bj nature. In its inyading march it has followed with a wondttitil 
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fidelity the most freqtjcntcd and the most convenifnt routes, tumin^j aside from natural ob- 
stacles, and not penetratinp where it was opposed bj severe sanitary j)reeautiouw. The 
German statce, by extraordinaiy expcdientii, have prewrved themselves from the cholera, 
altbouf^ it baa desolated iie!^hborin{r eountriej^, from which they are spared only by con- 
vt ntioiial lines of dcnmrcittidn. fluivi-.s, a can-lul ubstTver and profound savant, in refer- 
euctj to the iuvasions of Asiatic cholera, renmi ks that it is a very tttrikintr fact, and which 
onirht to have ffreat wei|[fht in proving the importHtion of tMs terrible epidemic, that it has 
ncvcr appeared in any town until tin- tinu' iniitcrially necessary fur its ariivnl from the in- 
fected country had elapsed, aud it would be easy to show that the facility of its pro|mgation 
raries aoeoraiofj^ to the mpidi^ of its means of oommaDleation." 

It seems to iiic nnncccssnrj' liere to cite the many (nctis which nbscrvf'"-s i f prn'at merit 
have publihhfd in proof of the contagious properties of Asiatic cholera. Tlio.so which have 
occurred during tbe present visitation of the cnolem lure wow than su%cient to overthrow all 
the theories of the lunt-eontagionista, and to remoro all further doubt as to ita truly ooata* 
gious nature. 

Carried to Mecca by infected pil^ms firom India, the pestilence there made nnparalleled 
ravages on account of tlie conjunction of extremely unfavorable hygienic conditions. It was 
imported into I'^gypt by infected Arab pilprims ; into Syria, Cyprus, and Smyrna by fugi- 
tives from Kpypt, where the fury of the epiili uiic had l aii^cd siu h n pimic umony the inhah- 
itiuits that the steamers were no longer sufiiciciit lur the truusportutioa of an emigration 
which had^enddenly taken the most extraordinary proportions. 

Thi' ohokra was introduced into Constantinople by tlu* Tiirkisli stenni friprato Monkbiri- 
Sourour, which arrived from Egypt the 'Jrith of June, l>riio, and from which sevi-ral cholera 
patients were 8ent to tbe marine hospital. Before the debareation of these cholera invalids 
there had not l)fen a single ca'so of cliolcia at Coiistautinople. Soon after thitt cvi iit. how- 
ever, the disease communicated itself in tlai tir.Ht instance to the hospital atteudanth, aud sub- 
sequently to otiu'r soldiers or employ6i of the uAvy, who had frequent or coostant interconrae 
with this localit v. Fulluwiiifr contiiuially the same order of propagation, it extended its rav- 
ages into tbe ditieient (^iiartersi of the capital. Thus the military operatives of the arsenal, 
aud the marines, who occupied in common the same barracks, the heutiuels, the crews of 
vessels at anchor before tbe arsenal, and the inhabitants of the adjacent quarter of Cassim 
Pacha, all in close proximity to tbe infected hospital, and in contintml intercourse with the 
personnel of the same, were the first to be attacked by the cholera. Almost at the same 
time the disease broke out at Yeni-Kenv, on the Bosphorus, separated from the tirst seat of 
the epidemic by several quartera and villages, and none of which bad yet been visited by tbe 
cholera. 

It vfon evident that the air had not borne it there ; it was, on the contrary, proved that it 
was a civil opemtivo of the arsenal who first carried the cholera to Yeni-Keuy. Hr. Fran- 
ce.-.f'b;!it, of Bolo<:iui. has very properly observed thai the cholora is iBtntduoed by Infected 

jK-r8ous, and lhat it does not fall from the clouds. 

During the prevalenoeof the epidemic ai ( uistimtinople it was the poorer classes who, 
from their nnwbolesftine maimer of life, sutVered most. At the elmK ru ho.spital of (.'onniber- 
hane all of the six miiitary attendants died of tiie disease. The chief druggist of the engi- 
neer school, with his wife and four children, died of cholera. In my service in the two bar- 
racks of the im|K>rial Ottoman ^aim6 all the i^fimUSr* were attacked by cholera, but aU 
most all were saved. 

At the Princes islands an aped lady died of cholera in a chamber which contained sev- 
eral beds. The physicians prohibited the members of tbe familv from sleeping in tlio cham- 
ber until it was disinfeeteo. His ii^jnnctions were not heeded. What followed? The 
dau^ht<T of the decea.sed, her husband, a child, and a maid-servant all soon after ;il-.o dieil. 

Aia honorable family of Aleppo, residing at Fera, had given hospitality to a woman aud 
her ehQd ; tbe last was carried off In a few days later by an attack of eholei a. The head of 
thebonse bcijijed the woman to li uve the prrtnises, and he caused the chand)er where the 
child had died to be carelully clo-ed up, but neglected to take the necessary preservative 
measnree. A few days later his youngest son was attacked by cholera, and almost at the same 
time liis wife al.sn, and ft domestic, who was employed in the house oidy during the day, fell 
ill of eiiiiiera. All the necessary hygienic measures were adopted to prevent the otiier mem- 
In rs of the family from taking the disease, and they wwesocc^sful. Tims ilii.s worthy tumily 
had tie- dual*le satisfaction ot being, in great part, pnaonred from the attacks of the epidemic, 
and of sei ing cured all who had sutlere<l from it. 

fiOTeral philanthropic physicians fell victims to this fearful scourge: their names are en- 
graved in the hearts of the poor, and they have done honor to humanity. In the city I have ob* 
served that when the disease broke out in a fiunily the members of tt genemlly were attacked ; 
thus a number of families were entirely destroyed, and others have lost a great part of their 
merobws. In the siiace of a few days only about six hundred keys of homses, iu which all 
the inmates bad penshe<l by cholera, were delivered to the authorities. One>qaart^ of the 
ci4)ital was almost eni ii ely depopulated. The funitly and sarvanls of a pacha, consisting of 
twenty -six persons, all died ot cliolora except three. 

These are liwxful facts. Do the non-contaponists nqnhre moM conehisive proof of the 
ffimtagkmi tthanif*?^ ^"^^^^^ In many- Instanees peisoM livfag near an infected locaii^ 
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were attacked by cholera whm th«y were In anywise prediRpotied to the mme. Tt ha* hap- 

jieinnl ihut famnio.s wliirli tlc t from pluces of summer resort where the chtderti was rapiiig^ to 
their winter rcbideuces iu qimrtei s, where it hud aiuiost ceased to exist, except in isolated aud 
insignificant caaes, have been the first to be attiicked by the malady, and these have comma* 
llicated il to a proat nnniher of flu' inhabitants of the same street without sprca-liii;:' further. 
Two opiMisite extremities of Talaola were most siTieulaily iK viiMtated l)y the cholera — Ar- 
kanlja aiul A^io Athunassi. Arkardja was infected )>y the family of the engineer Koeti 
Kalfa, which hud returned from K<ml« !y, a villa|re on tlie Hosphorus, where, the day befon? 
their departure, one of their cliildren liad died of cholera iu a few hours after the disease man- 
ifested Itself'. Afrio Athauai«8i was infected by the families which lied from Thre})ia, where 
the pestilence bad displayed itaelf in all its fury. The villaf^ uf Yeui-Kenv underwent three 
successive invasions. I'be manner of the lirat invasion I have already explained ; the second 
aud third were j.i o.lut ed bv the return of the inhabitants of ditfereut p.u ts of the tOWn from 
the country, whither they bad fled on the first appearance ol the cholera. 

In other quarters of the capital the rcAppenmnce of the cholera was due to t\)e same caosM. 
Thes>* fai jrriiin are .in additional pn i t t!mt tlu f1ir>Icni Imi s mtt travel of itself, but that 
it is carried lioui place to place by infected human agentii, if no impediment be otVered to its 
prepress. The radius of action of a cholera centre does not extend very far; but when a 
number of localitiiw mvo infected, the conta{jious niin^tna may be absorbed by a preat number 
of iudividual.s at tlie saiHo time, and tiius it nmy takt- the ttsttal course of e])i>i( niic tli^^eases. 
It is frequently objectfd Hj,niinst the contaj^'iou-^ nature of cholera that many pt rsdiis who 
have had c^mstant n lations with those atTi t i. d by it have not been attacked, liul did there 
ever exist a coutaj,-ious malady Avhich i omiuuuiittted itself to all who came in contact with 
it ? Do not, also, according to general opinion, the most contagious di.seases encounter con- 
stitutions either temporarily or absolutely refractory 7 iSuch immtmity is to be explained by 
peculiar idiosyncra»ie.s or other individual circumstances. The non-contagionists also insist 
if the cholera were contagious it wtiuid diffu.se itself throughout the towns iu wiii( h it litis 
merely raado its appearance. They ask, moreover, why it is that countries which it has 
traversed have remained exempt, notwithstandinf^ their commercial relations with infected 
r''»rions 7 It is ea>y to n fufi all tin <i> ojiinicius : Jst, we repeat that there are permanent and 
temporary immuniiie» de|H;udent ou the peculiar physical and moral chartvcterisiics of indi- 
vidnals which render them nnsosceptible of the diseases SM, the cholera which, it is pre- 
tended, was ob^Mved on a very small uundior of persons, was it really the Asiatic cholera? 
There is nothine to prove it. Is it shown that no measure was taken to prevent the import- 
ation of die epidemic ? Or, if it w as introduced bt-caiix- of the absence of opposition, waS no 
preeatttion adopted aft"'!''!""' 'lie tiist locality attacked / May it not be that the persons near 
these sites had not the constitutional predisposition to the disease ? Is there evidence to 
show that a considerable number of persona of an uninfected legiuu had freipient, and even 
constant, intercourse with cholera centres, without being attacked by the disease 1 No; ab- 
solutely no. Sticli n state of facts bos no existence. And even admitting that the epi- 
demic spared certain regions through which it passed, or that it nieu ly manifested it.xelf in 
them witUbut exercisiug any ravages, most we necessarily conclude from this that it was not 
imported, and that it is not contagions f Certainly not ; for it has been proven beyond 
doulit that such locuilties as are in an excellent hygienic (undiiinn iiif I n* slightly susi epti- 
ble of cholera iulecttuu. Is it possible, also, that all countries pre.sent a combination of cir-> 
cnmstances favorable to the ]iropagation and intensity of the disease? When several cases 
o} ( liolera have occurred in a particular sjHjt, has it not b( ctj at'cr the arrival of persons from 
some iutected locality ! It may be objected that cast s ol \ lioiera liave .sometimes liecn ob- 
served where there was no coumiuuication with infi-ctt-il places. This is not satisfactorily 

Iiroven ; but evt-n if it be admitted, it is not at all surprising, for, if isolated cjist s ol cholem 
iHve been noticed in certain couutrii s, it is because ihey have previously Lieu visited by 
* tha cholera through importation. Why should we not admit the possibility of the seeds of 
contagion remaining in a dormant state 7 Numerous examples show that it is po8.siblo for 
them so to exist for a U»ng peri(»d of time. Not a single case of cholera ha.s ever lieen seen 
in any place which had not been previously visited by it. The fact of the importatioA of 
cholera by human beings beiug incontestable, its contagious properties foilow.as a necessaiy 
consequence. - 

Its mode of propagation has given ris«i to a quarrel of words among medical nu n. Some 
insist that Asiatic cholera is di.Hseiniuated by miasmatic and contagious iufeciiou ; others, 
by inhalation ; and there are those who would have us believe that it is communicated by 

the iniiiiediate contact of rli ilcva poison contained iu the vomitings and eviu u ttions, or by the 
absorption ot a volaiiit; pm-on eudtted by them. (Binid.) I'Vunceschi, ol iiuluguo, isuf the 
opinion that it is generated from cholera matter liable to fermeutatiou, ard which, blOtlght into 
tonhu l with liie putiid atmosjiiiere (»f an inhabited locality, j)ri>diices tla r<" an analogous 
Icmn niaiiou wiiich gives rise, to infection and tlie disease. Others finally n garvl it uulyasa 
spontaneous iniection united with the local iuHueuces. All these different modes of ac* 
cotiuting for the propagation of cholera are, I repeat, but a quarrel of wonls; but tiiis quar- 
rel may have very grave cousc(|uences. If we obstinately refuse to see in these facts any- 
thing e]M than evidonces of spontaneous iafectloii, we shall be diqiosed to abandon pt^ser- 
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vative moutures, and tfie isolation wbicb ean akoe prereat fbe introdneflon «nd extenrion 

of the Asiatic cholora. 

Whwea malmly Lns manife8t<>d itself aflor the introduction info jvconntry of an unfloninWe 
cnufico! iiiia>riHi(ie (lisei)(;iip('iin nt. ^^^l■l^li^•L•lll<■IJt ) — if ju-isDii.-. {■xi><)-:i d luivo lu'>-ii iiniiuMliMtcly 
attacked, a» facts bave demouatratLtl, or if, trauitporteU and dispersed in variuuH places, tbejr 
have, in th^ir turn, become the sources whence a maladj of the same natnre has dilFiised 
itself in xuch loealitics, can iIhto be iiiiy doulit of tlm coiitiirjions imtuic tif tliis liiinl of di8« 
CH>io T To deujr evident faotj*, iiuU lose oue's self in abstract expla&tttion.s, i.s uu ubauduoiuent 
of till- only road which leads to the discovery of truth. 

Thus the reseftrehes of Pettcnkofcr upon the influence of the sun, and the interpretnftfins 
of Scho<-uheim, geuertiUzcd by Sternier, having tor au olgcct to pfove tbat the eause ot tlie 
propag:tition of the choleni is the diininution of atmospheric ozoue, are the product only ot' 
chimerical iinairinatinns, and which cannot have any weip^lit wlien confronted with the 
array of facts provinrf that the diseiuse is introduced by im|K>rtHti(in. 

From tlie precedinjj exposition the following inferences may be deduced: 

1st. Asiatic cholera can only be produced spontaneously in Uindostan— its place of birth. 
It is only there that the special causes of soil and climate exist which periodically have de- 
veloped if for several years. 

2d. If Ajiiatic cbolcra makes its appearance iu any other country, it is an evidence that it 
iras brought there either by emir;rantt«, pilgnrims, or by passengers all alike infected. Certain 
nuitters, susceptible of itujnc^u.ition by contapions niiastna, and for its retention for a con- 
siderable [K rii'il ot tiint! may also ditTu^ tbe diiicase, unless very strict measures of preven- 
tion are ailopteil a^jainst tlieui. 

'M, Asialic cholera has always, in Its march of invft-<i<m, fnUnweil the most rapid Unos of 
communication, and tht»se which render commercial iulercourse uu'U easy and tVefpicnt. 

4th. Persons iu the immediate vicinity of a cholera locality^ and who are iu coustant in- 
tercourse with those under the influence of the disease, are much more liable to be attacked 
than those at a distance, or who, Imving but occasional relations with such a site, adopt the 
liyfjieuic j>rocaulic>ns whicli have a recognized efficacy. 

a 5tiu A grave rusuousibiiity iu future must rest upon those iutrusted with the quarantine 
MTvioes. It is desirable that sanitary [iliysicians should be men of experience, and without 

preconceive<l ideas; such as liave passetl years in the practical ob-er\ati<iU of <li>eaHe8, and 
not in meditating tlK'ories, and iu losiug ibemselves frequently in the field of illusions. 

6th. With regard to the time of duration of the incnbation of contagions maladies, it is , 
iudispcusable tbat the <[iuirautine isolafirni of persons should bo fixed at twenty-f'our <biys. 
and tbe .same term should bo re-imposed again iu cases of death. Inauimute and iii!'ect< d 
organic uiatter, and which may for a long time preserve the si-eds of contagion, should be 
treated with extreme precaution, and efficient means be empb)yed to (l. ^troy tlie seeds of dis* 
ea.s«' with which it is impregnated. Too great rigor cannot be used iu such cases. 

Honor to the meu who do not fear to sacrifice every possible interest in order to prcperve 
tbe health and life of the nations. 

To corroborate, in the most striking manner, what we have siud on the advantages of rigid 
quanintiue restrit tione in resisting the InTasioQ of cholera, we subjoin tbe following factsof 
recent occurrence : 

Several maritime towns on the coast of the Ottoman empire having established strict qnar* 

antiut s against the recent cholera invasions, have been pres' rved from the epidemic, notwith- 
stuudiug tbe extraordiuary ^liluence of euiigrauts arriving from Turkhib towns where it w as 
raging. One of these exempted cities, Salonica, has hacf several mortal casen of cholera in 
its lazaretto, but the disease cfnild not penetrate within the town, becuns*' of the wise and 
rigorous measures adopted against it. Gre«'ce has likewise been saved from the cholera by 
a similar course of action. In Italy also, wherever prudent and severe anti-cholera restric- 
tions were established, the e|>idemic did not make its appearaix c v\ bile iu those towns where 
no KUcb autagoiiistical meojiurtis were adopted this scourge ot humauiiy Uah exhibited it«elf 
in its most desohitiiig aspects. 



jtfr. Manu to Mr. Seward, 

No. 130.] Lkqation op tub United Statbs op America, 

CoHitanihieple, October 29, 1865. 

Sir: I have tbe honor to acknowledge the receipt of despatch No. 9S, dated 

Septonibor 21, relative to the nrgrn fmoji? about to lie ^r-nt fiom Kjrypt to Mexico. 
In coiifurniify with llie instriictioiia Iruin tlie dejiarf uu'iit, I have inado liis Hi}^h- 
ini6& Tacha, minister of foreign aHairs, uc^uuiatcd with the cuiiteutb of the 
same. He informed me that the Ottoman government was in nowise connected 
with the sendbg of the original contingent of negro troops from Egypt to Mexico ; 
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tlmt it first becnnio cr»<:piizant nf thf transaction thrnuprli tho ptiMic prints, and 
tliJital iny n qui jft in lSr>3 it hi\<\ nddrc-st d flif latf vitrroy on the snbjort. He 
replied by telegram (and it wjis tiie last communication received trom bim, for be 
WB» then in a dyin^ condUion) that it was an inconsiderate act on his part, of 
whicb be deeply repented, but tbat it was then too lato to recall tbe engagement 
he bad contracted >vitb tbe Frencb Emjifror. The affair was alt p therauircp- 
titiou^< .-o far n?; tlif c«»n?ent(\f tlie I'orie waa noce.>*sary to its autliorizalion. 

Hid lligbu) ;-^ lurtber observed tbat the preheat Pacha of Egypt, during his 
▼isit here Uist summert had represented the great embarrassment he felt on this 
subject ; that a request had been made to him by the French i^mperor for a fur- 
ther contirit^t'iit <»f' nej^ro tr<iop>j to supply tbe losnes occasioned by war and di^ea.^o 
in tbe rankt* of tbose originally sent, and that he deemed bimsidf in some dcjjree 
constrained by cnurt( sy to a friendly sovereign and tbe example of bispredece.sdor 
to comply with ihf r* i|U( and that h^ desired to kiiow if the Porte would inter* 
pORo any objections. 

His Ilij;hn<'.-*8 r< plied to tbls inquiry, after consid tat ion with bis ^fajesty the 
Sultan, that tlif Porte niut*t notboconf»id»'n d as privy to tbe transaction ; that it was 
originally entered u()on without its knowU'dgt: or approbation, and tbat while, 
owing to tbe peculiar cireum-stances of the catse, it would now insist on the can- 
celling of the obh'gations already contracted with the French Emperor by the vice* 
royt it must < xpri the hope tliat this would be tbe last of such an impolite pro- 
ceeditifT. The Pac haas3ur( d his IligbiifHs that tlu' wislx sof the I'ortr would, ia 
this rt spect, be complied with. His lIi^lun-,-s adili-d that none of tln'se negroes 
were slaves. lie said thai the minister of Maximilian at tbici court. General Mas- 
ques, had never spoken to him on the matter. 

In conclusion heremarked that tbe Porte entertained a sincere feeling of respect 
and friendship for tbe ^-ov.-ninient of the United Stai. s ; that it regarded it as its 
natural ally ; that it admired the principles of erpiity ami justice by whicb its in- 
tercourse witb other nations was regulated, and, as he had ofitu assured me, his 
Majesty the Sultan, and all the members of the Ottoman government, most cor- 
dially rejoiced in the re-estJiblishment of tbe integrity of the American Union, 
and, as 1 was also aware, tlieir sym|)athies during the late civil war had invariably 
been on the side t)l' the constituted gt»vernment of the United States. Ho begged 
me also to eouv( }' to tbe President of tbe United States the assmance that tbe gov- 
ernment of his Maje^ity tbe Sultan desired to be understood as having no wish to 
interfere directly or indirectly againsttheinterests of thegovemmentof tbe United 
Stiites or of those of t he American people, but that, on the contrary, it would be most 
ha]»py to promote them whenever the occasion offered 

1 have tbe honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. JOY MORRIS. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Secntarjfof State, 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Morris, 

No. 09.] DiiPARTMK.NT OF StaTE, 

, Washington^ November 17, 1865. 

Sir : Tour despatch of October 18, No. 129, has been received. It brings in- 
formation of tbe veiy interesting fact that certain eccloKiastical estates within the 

empire have been secularized. 1 think that you very rightly anticipate, as fruits 
of this reform, a considerable augmentation of tbe national induf^try, with*a very 
couveuieut aud deeiii-abiu iucreuse of the public rcvuuuus. If it shall i&eem to 
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fcn to be discreet, yoa will tender the Prendeiit's coogratnhtioni to the Sultan 
upon that important event. 

I am, air, your obedient eervantf 

WILLIAM 11. SEW ARD. 

£t. Joy MoRBis, Esq., 4t;., OomtiatUimople* 



^ Mr, Hiinrit to Mr, Seuard, 

Legation op thu Umtbd States op Ambrica, 
No. 131.] ComtantinopU, November 92, 1865. 

Sib : I IiaTe tbe honor to acknowledge the receipt of deepatehes Nob. 95 and 
96. It is with pleasure that I find myself enabU'd to report another proof of 
practical proj^ress in the interior of this ompirn. Tho isohation of the commer- 
cial centrt'8 from the marts of the interior, and tlic difficulties of transportation, 
as well as the great ex^tensc attending the movement of merchandise to the sea- 
porta* haa induced the government, through its own resources and the aid of 
foreign capital, to engage of late in an extensive system of road-making. On 
the .5th of November hist the macadamized road, which hasheen in construrtion 
for two years, between Ohemlek, on the sea of Marmora, and th*- city of Brusa, 
in Asia, was formally opened for travel. Brusa is about nine hours' travel from 
Constantinople, five ot which are by steamers to Ghemlek. In the winter 
seadon this important city, which contains a population of 70,000 Mussulmen* 
Greeks, Armenians, Jews, and Franks, for want of a good road to tlie seaport, 
haa been almost entirely cut off from communication with the capital. It is the 
seat of an extent?ive trade in raw silk, as well as manufactured silk and woollen 
goods, carpets, velvets, safran, turpentine, wool, wine, ^c, and possesses an ex- 
tensive tnde with the chief towns of Northern Asia. The new road will se- 
cure ao easy and more economical means of transportation of its rich and varied 
product.**, and will be seiviceable at nil pea^on? of the year. 

A few weeks since a railroad luis been comjdcted from Smyrna to the city of 
Magnesia, (Mauisa, iu Turkish,) about forty miles in length. This is a flonrish* 
ing city of abont 35,000 inhabitants, about one-fourth of whom are Greeks and 
Armenians, and has largely engiiged iu the manufacture of cotton and silk stuffs 
and goat-hair shawls, and is on the great road between Sinyrnn and the most 
productive regions of Asia Minor. It is also one of the mo.-<t ancient cities of 
this part of Turkey, and was a large and opulent city to the latest period of the 
Boman empire. It is intended to carr^ the road to Oassaba and Ala*Chdr, two 
important seats of trade further in the uterior. 

The r iilioad which has been in operation for more than a year from Smyrna 
to Ephesuf*, a di.-*tance of fifty miles, will be finished to Aidiu, some thirty miles 
further, iu the coming spring. Hitherto, the wool, silk, carpets, tobacco, &c., 
have been transported at such heavy rates from the interior, by the old route 
from Aidiu to Smyrna, as to greatly enhance their cost price, the freight of a 
ton of tobacco costing about a dollar between these two points. The comple- 
tion of the road to Aidin and of that to Magnesia will be the source of additional 
prosperity and commerce to the thriving city of Smyrna. 

An active competition exists between Russia and Turkey to secure the transit 
trade from Pmia to Turkey and Europe. The Russian government, taking ad- 
vantage of the utter absence of f»erviceable roads between Trebizinid nnd the 
Persian frontier, ha.s recently commence d, with its usual vi<ror, the construction 
of a paved road from Poli, on the Black sea, lua Tauris, Titlis, &c., to the Per- 
sian iroutier, and haa built a port at Poti. A portion of this road is already in 
jue, and haa diverted such a large amount of trade from the old rotfte between 
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Trebizond and Erzeroum and Por;?ia as to oblige tlio Tinki^li fjoTernment to en 
ter upon the construction of a permauent and well-lxiilt ro.ul froui Trebizond to 
the Tertian coniiuea, uliuut tbirty-five d&ys ditituuL hy the existing route, and 
whicJi ii aext to impaeaable in the winter. A eorps of oomnetent engineers and 
a large working force are engaged upon this road, the completion of which, some 
five years hence* will be of iinmonse importance to both Turkey and Persia. 

As the opening of new arteiies of trade are of universal concern, I have 
deemed it proper to report the above details, as iudirectlv tliey have a bearing 
on onr commercial relationa with this empire, and it ia abo bat jost to the TmrkiBh 
government that its enlightened efforts to develop the trade and impraTe^ the in* 
temal condition of the country should be oflicialfy made known. 
With great refipect* your obedient servants 

E. JOY MORRIS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 

8eeniafy tf 8iae§. 

I 
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EGYPT. 



Mr. Sale to Mr, Sewari. 

No. 8.] Agency and Consulate General ok i hh U. S. of America, 

Alexandria, Egypt, November 25, 1864. 

8fR : I have ihe lumor to report that the President's proclamation of the SOtb 
of October, appointing the last Thnrsdaj of November as a day of Thanks- 
giving and prayer, which he reqnested might be oLsenred by all his fellow- 
citizens wherever thoy mij^ht then be, was received here on the 19th instant. 
The American citizens were accordingly assembled yesterday at the consulate 
general, where the President's proclamation was read, after which an inter- 
esting and impressive religioiu service was oondocted by the Rev. Galian 
liansing, and the Rev. Andrew Watson, the American missionaries. 

A tf'l('<:^ra|»hic (le.'patcli annonnciTif:^ tlio ro-clection of President Lincoln had 
been received here the previout* day, aiul in h'lA very •eble discourse the Rev. 
Mr. Lansing did not fail to call attention to this wise disposition of their suf- 
fiages by the American people as a prineipal and conscieDtioiu cause of 
tiuuilLBgiviog; a sentiment in which he had the cordisl conenrrenee of all who 
were present. 

I have the honor to be* sir, with great respect, your obeclicut ^^erv.int, 

CUARLES UALE. 

Hon. William H. Sbwarb, 
Seeretmy State. 



Mr. &k to Mr. Seward. 

No. 10.] Aqbncy and Consulate General of thf. U. S. of Ambrica, 

Aiexambriat Egypt, December 22, 1864. 

8iB : When the Saltan visited Egypt ahont two yean ago. he made a nam- 
her donations for benevolent and charitable parposes, which the Pacha 
augmented in each case by a grant from his own purse. There were dona- 
tions to the Greek, Coptic and Roman churches, and aluo one to the prote!«tant 
community ; the other donations were speedily applied, but that to the protestant 
commnnity remained untouched in the hands of the bankers to ^bom it had 
been connded, from the obvious want of any organization to receive. Soon 
after my arrival in Egypt, I learned that the banker had proposed to deliver 
the grant to the consuls genenil of the Unit«d St.ntep, Pnif^'ia and Gn fit Bri- 
tain, acting jointly as the representatives of the protestaut organiaationfj under , 
their respective jurisdictions, provided they would come to an agreement among 
themselves respecting a partition of the money. 

Although the missionary and school establishments under the care of citizens 
of llif United States in Egypt mij^lit perhaps claim a larger importance than 
those under other jurisdictions, the only possible basis of an agreement among 
the three consuls general was that of equality. I accordingly united witli 
Mr. llteremin, ik4 consul general of Prossia, and Mr. Beade, the acting agent 
and consnl general of GK at Britain, in an agreement for an equal division of 
the ^T.int ; we also joined in .«i j iiing a power of attorney to Mr. Barthon, United 
States vice-consul at Alexandria, to uraV the money from the banker's hands. 
I should mention that the arrangement for an c^ual division among the three 
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congulatf'S penpral had recpivpcl the assent and the approval of Nubar, who had 
beeu appoiiitt d both by the Sultan and the Pacha to supermtend the application 
of their bounty. « 

The exact amouiit of the Saltan's donation waa not known ontil Mr. Baiihon 
brought the scaled bag containing it to Messrs. Theremin* Beade and myself* 
■who had assembled on the 17th instant to finish the business. On opening the 
bag it proved to contain two hundred and fifty new Turkish gold-pieces, pro- 
bably coined lor the purpose of these douaLious, each of the value of eighty- 
aeyen and three-quarter Efi^yptiaQ goTemment piasters. The valne of the 
piaster, according to the offieial synopsis of foreign moneys prepared at the 
United Statrn mint, is a very final! fraction in excess of five cent.'^, (namely 
6.0067.) The Pacha's augmentation of the grant was fifteen thou.^and govern- 
ment piasters. The whole erant, accordingly, was thirty-six thousand nine 
hnndnd and thirty-seven and one-half government piasters ; die share for eadi 
jurisdiction was twelve thout^and three hundred and twelve and one-half govern- ' 
ment piasferH, or «ix hundred and fifteen dollars in American gold. 

Messrs. Theremin and Ueade joined with me iu a memorandum of the pro- 
ceeding, which was prepared in triplicate, and signed on the priuciple of the 
alternate, each nation being named first in the copy of the instmment preserved 
by its representative. ^ 

There is fortunately no occasion for hesitating with regard to the disposition 
to be made of the share of this gnint assigned to tlii-* consulate general, as the 
mission establidbmont of iiev. M. Lansing and his worthy associates was un- 
doubtedly intended by the Sultan and the Pacha to be the recipient of their 
botm^v and is moreover an organization which is inidl respeete able to make a 
proper and fit use of the money. 

It was of cour.se a matter of gratification to me to be able to take part in 
the conclusion of an aflair which htis been peuding unsettled nearly two years. 
Jp. this conntry, where money commands a very high rate of interest, the grant 
might have been considerably increased* could it have lieen withdrawn from the 
banker's hands at an earlier date. It will now be made immediately available. 

I have aldo to report another instance of the good will of the Egyptijui 
government towards the American mi.^'.-ion. Tlie mission has recently pur- 
chased an estiite in Alexandria, with a buildiug thereon to be used for its schools 
in this town. Property held for religious purposes in this country, as in most 
others, is exempt from taxation ; the schools of the missionaries are free ; and 
the Pacha has in several instances manift sted an enlightened interest in public 
instruction. I deem it not improper, therefore, to forward to the govt inTneTit the 
request of the missiouaiies that the government tax usually levied in all cases 
of transfers of real estate might in this instance be raised. 

The minister for foreign imaire (who is also minister for pnUio instruction) 
answered that the su1»j( c t was one that could only be treated by the Pacha 
himself, and 1 accordingly inentioncd the matter to his Highness, who immedi- 
ately answered that he wished the missionaries to be free of the tax, but in order 
not to interrupt the legubr course of proceedings, he would prefer that the/ 
ebonld take out their title-deed and pay the tax in the usual manner, and that 
he would afterwards reimburse the whole ezpease of the transaction aa a grant 
from his own purse. 

The amount of the tiix, with incidental expenses, proves to be about nine 
hundred dollars in American gold. 

Many formalities are necessary to complete the legtU title, involving delays, 
notwithstanding the zealous efforts of the ofBcials to expedite the huriness. I 
detain the transmission of this despatch to be able to announce the completion 
of the affair. 

[January 2i, 1805. — The business is finished in a satisfactory manner, and 

the immbnnement of the tax haa been paid into the missionariea' hand^.j 
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It may he mentioned, as a proof of the progress of this conntry in eiTiliita- 
lion and of th(r enlightened regard of its rulers for the rights of foreigners,, 
that a few years ago Franks were not allowed to liold real estate, and in cases 
of purchaaes were obliged to resort to some subterfuge in getting their title. 
Koihhig of thie sort is now neeeesarj, aad the titra of the present estate is 
registered in the local court, in the name of the Rev. Mr. Watson, citizen of the 
T'Tiited States, who holds it in truHt for the mi.-*f^inn. It \^ but a few years 
since our American States repealed their law? prohibiting aliens from holding 
real estate, and in some of the States I believe the disqualification still exists. 
In this perticalar, ae in many others, moreover, it is to be obser^ that Kgypt 
islarin advance of other parts of the Ottoman empire; and it is indeed ludi- 
crouf* that Great Britain i^liould make BQoh persiBient efforts to marlL the Pacha 
of iigypt as a vassal of the Sultan. 

These donations, although not very considerable in amount, are acceptable to 
the misiioinries at the present timoi when the high rates of exchange operate 
hiigelj io diminit«h the avails of the remittances to them from America; and 
they are cppecialiy valuable as new evidences of the continued good will of the 
government, in which respect they are indeed significant. It may wefl be 
doubted whetlier there is any western nation whose rules, however tolerant of 
diverse reDgions, would make a money grant to a Hohammedan eommnnity. 

The anniversary of the birth of Ismail Pkcha, the present ruler of Egypt, 
was celebrated on the loth instant. In the morning the consuls general and 
tlie high functionariep of state vif»ited his Highness at hh palace of Gazara and 
expressed their felicitiitiona. In the evening a banquet was given by Ilagheb, 
one of the Pacha's principal ministers, at the jpalace of Kasr-el-nil. The ban- 

x^uet was served in the European style, but with Oriental profusion and mag- 
nifioenee. The apartment in which it took plaea was lighted by at least a 
thousand wax candles. About eighty guests were prefent. When the cloth 

^was removed, Ragheb made a brief ?peeeh of welcome and in honor of the 
P^cha, in the I'urkish language. Mr. Testa, the consul general of Sweden 
and Norway, (who is the senior among those members of the consular oorps 
here who are envoys of the nations they represent,) responded in a brief 
crli in French. The ministc r for foreign affair? next prf>[><''a(.d in French 
tliL health of sovereigns and heads of governments friendly to the Pacha. It 
would have been proper that the former part of this toast should have been 
answered by the representative of some of the great European nations, but, from 
lack, 1 believe, of any understanding among them on the point, there was no re- 
pponse. As I was well aware that the language of the toast had been cho?en 
expressly to compliment the President of the United States, I deemed it 
}>ri>]>er to make an acknowledgment of the courtesy. Beginning with an 
apology for my first essay at dinner-table speaking in French, (but no other 
language would have been understood by the greater part of thot>e present,) I 
remarked that the President and people of the United States haa observed 
with pleasure the progre;*? made ny Egypt under tlie enlij:::ht('ned rule of its 
present government. Ho doubt the staple agricultural productions of £gypt 
are the same as those of America— cotton, grain and sugar; and no doubt the 
present extraordinary prosperity of Egypt may be attributed in large degree 
to the American war; but onr war is unoertakcn in the canse of hnmanity, and 
meanwhile we are not sorry that among all the cotmtrii-s of the world the 

greatest incidental benefit should have accrued to one like Egypt, whose rulers 
ave always been friendly to us, have appreciated our position and respected 
our rights. I concluded by expressing a confident hope that the resourcet of 
Egypt, once ever developed, would promote a oommehse of whidi all nations, our 
own included, wonM cnj' y flic ndvantage. 

These remarks were ht ard with close attention liy the company, and were 
well received. The ministers of state, and a tew days aiierwards the Pacha 
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hiiTiFielf, expresscfl in cordial tcrnis^ their gratification. The ppooch was taken 
down on the spot by a Turkish bhort-haud writer, and was printed in the ofEcial 
giizette iu Arabic, in Turkish and French. The Italian and Greek newspapers 
also printed it in their respectiTe Unguages. 

The Pacha, in allusion to the grandeur of our war, and it!« probable result la 
the extinction of lA ory, di'-cribed to me in detail his efforts for tlie amelioration 
of the condition ot the laborers in Kgypt, and for the promotion of afjricultural 
prosperity. Ht^ i.s himself one of the larf^est cotton-grow.er8 iu the country, 
and enjoys a large profit from the higli price of cottnn; but the most abased 
fellah also partakes in the general prosperity, and in some of the Tillagea the 
fallalu en li ive been strong enough to make a stand against the oppressions of 
the local magistracy; at any rate they are bett<r able to put up wilii extortion, 
in cases where they do not choose to resist. In tiie large towns, and especially 
in Alexandria, however, the condition of the people is verj different, as there 
has been an oiomions advanee in rents and in the prices or the necessaries of 
life. 

Sir ITenry Bulwer, Hriiish amba?^*ador at Con>*tantinople, arrived in Egypt 
last week. His presence here is believed to be distasteful to the Pacha, who 
has nevertbdess placed one of his palaces at the ambassador's disposal. Mr. 
Golquhoun, the British agent and consul general, is expected to return to his 
post here by the packet to arrive to-morrow. Mr. Selireiner, the consul general 
of Austria, arrived the day -before yesterday; Mr. Popolani. of Portugal, a few 
days earlier; and Mr. lluyssnaers, of Holland, and Mr. Dumreicher, of Den* 
mark, last month. The return of these gentlemen compIetM the constdar corps, 
exccn»t that a enccessor has not yet been appofnted for the Hanseattc towns to 
fill the vacancy caused br the death of Mr. ae Rossetti. The nnfitness of the 
climate for a summer residence makes the practice of the Enropeatj governments 
nearly nniveraal to give leave of absence to their reprcHenUitives during the hot^ 
mouths, and it is only now that the climate is becoming agree^ible. The uum# 
heat of travellers from all oonntries is mnch less than osnal; from the Uni^ 
States only five have arrived, of whom one has gone up the Nile. Last year 
at this date I am told eighty parties had started for the Nile voyage; this year 
only eight. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

OHABLES HALE. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Seeretaryiif State, 



Mr, Hale to Mr, Seward. 

iJo. 20.1 AORNCY AND Co.NSULATB GeKBKAL OP THE U. S. OF AmBRICA, 

Alexandria, Egypt, March 4, 1865. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that at midnight on the S6th Febmary, 
being at Cairo, with all the other consuls general in Egypt, for the purpose of 
attending the official receptioil by the Pacha, appointed at the citadel at eight 
o'clock the following morning. T received by a special me<*penger from Alex- 
andria a note brought by the English mail, arrived that afternoon, from Mr. 
Dudley. United Stales consul at Liverpool, of date of the 16th, iuforming roe 
of the lannch in the Mersey on the pieoeding day of a steamer, to which was 
given the Arabic name of Noor-el-Huda, and which w^as said to be designed for 
the Egyptian government, but which he feared was for the reb<d3 It was im- 
possible to speak to the Pacha on the subject on fheyVth.a.-* his day was given 
to various formal receptions, but 1 saw his chief of ministers that day, and 
ascertained that they had no knowledge of the steamer ; and on the morning of 
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tlieSSth T obtained an audience of the Paeha, when he gave mc full informa- 
tion to tli<' ( ftVct that he had four steamer;* building in En;^land, all with 
Arabic namt r*, which he gave m<*, none of them resembling' rluit gi\ *'n to the 
veasel launched at Liverpool. Two of these veesels aie building tor his own 
nee in tbe Thames, and the other two fbr the Azteich company (a government 
establishment) by die English PeninBular and Oriental Company, also in the 
Thamep, as I Bubspqiiently learned from the agent of the latter company. This 
full information from hh Highnegs I was abh- to transmit to Alexandria by 
telegraph thf same morning in season to be forwarded to Mr. Dudley by the 
British mail going out that day, the 28tb, and thns the answer to Mr. Dudley's 
note left Egypt forty eight home after the note came into the country. 

I aftcrwanlf prepared a more fbrmal memorandum, which I transmitted to 
Mr. Dudley by tiie next post. On account of the proof it aflforda of the friendly 
disposition of the I'aeha towards the United Sfntet*, I think j)roper to transmit 
to you herewith a duplicate of this memorandum. You will observe that to 
save future questions of this sort the Pacha has promised to tell me whenever 
be orders a new steamer. 

I haye the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yonr obedient rv-ant, 

CHAKLES HALE. 

Hon. William n. Skward, 
• Secretary of Stoie, 



Memorandum of a eontersation had, this twenty-eighth day of Ftbruary, in the year 1665, 
Aefwreii Charles Hale, agent and consul general of the Vnittd Stattt Iff AmmM, and DnmII 
Fmdbm, Vietrn^ ^tW^t ^ UigkiuMt't pmtaee itf Omxirm, 

The coHKuI p^neral mid tbnt lie luul been inforinccl thnt a stenmer badlatelybecii lunnchcd 
at Liverpool, which wa« reported to be desigued for the Egyptian governniejit, or for nn 
Kfr,\ptiHU conipauy, but which he feared waa for the uw of tlip confederates, and he Imd 
ciinie tit B.sk hi.-* Hiphne.ss if hp .stt aiiu rs building in England. 

liis ilighneiM replied that be had four liteanwrs building iu Luglaud ; that uoue of them 
are war ttteaniers; that one of them, a yacht, for bis own use, and one other, are building 
ou ili(! Tli viiu's. tiojir London ; that tln» two others bii- buiMiiiji by tin- IV-iiiiisulur and 
Oriental Couipauy for the Aaizich Conipfiuy of KgypL Ills iiighucss w as uuublu to state 
where them two sieamere are building. 

The ( on^ul ^erir 1 :tl inquired whether these ateamevB had names, and whether hie Highness 

Would give the names ? 

Win ht^h nenn mplied that fho steamers had nnroes ; he Stated the name of the vacbt, and 
caused hi." e\e» Hem y Tiki Bey to be snmnioiuHl, who wrote all the imnies in Arabic charac- 
itTH uu a pap r iiow in pt»s.se»sion of the coiiMil geuernl. His Highness repeated the names, 
and said tbey are the true and only names <>f liis veshel», namely: for the yacht, Mahrous.ou; 
for the other steunier bnildin^:^ at Ix)ndou, Uahira : for the tvo steamen boildiiig by the 
Peninsulttr mid t)rient(il t'onipHny, Charkieh and Dacahlieh. 

The consnl ^t neial ni< -ntioned the natnc Noor-el-Huda, piven to the stsanier btuni^iad at 
Liverpool, and hia Uighnesa said he bod no knowledge of that name. 

In the course of the conversation hki Ht^bneas remarked be had n f rigate nndergoing repairs 
siiin, w luMC, but she is an old vcsm 1 : nu i, (urtlier, that in vii-w of tlic iiiuiiithtu ized u^i tliut 
had been of bis name and that of his government, that he would nut fail, if now iuloruieU 
that snob course would be agreeable to the consul general, to give him informatioD whenever 
he (his I figbnetis) should have oernsion to ord'-r any war steunier to be boilt; which the 
consul general accordingly retjuesti-d, and his Higline.ss thereu])on prouiLscd. 

The conversation was held in the French language. This memorandum (aithfuily gives 
ilH ^.nbstH^ce. Kvervtbing here set down was ex|>Iie!t!y stnti d without reserve or hesitation. 

in testiuiuUT ot the truth w hereof, the aforesaid Ciiaile.s Hale, agent and consul geuerulof 
the United States of Ameriin, and Victor Barthon, vice-consul for Alexandria, who 
^L. S.] was present during tbe w hole interview, and heard tbe whole conversation, hereto 
art our bands at Cairo, Kgy nt, ou the.daj first herein mentioned ; and the said Hole 
hereto affixes his offidal smL 

CHUiLEb UAL£. 
y. BAXtTHOH* 
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Mr, Hole to Mr, Heword. 
[Eztniet.] 

No. 24.] Agbkcy and Consulate Gbnbhal op the tJ. 8. op America, 

Akxandna, Egypt, April 19, 1865. 

Sir ; Ddegatcg of Tarioiis chaniLi i b of coramercse, to the number of about one 
Imudrod, nsr»«*mbl<'fl li< r<' aboni u f"ir(tii;rlit ngo, on the invitation of Mr. de 
L<'j».-iep8, for the purpot^c of vi.-^itinj^ tlu' works of the Suez c^iiial. They setOUt 
on the moruiug of the 7lh instant, and have this day returned. 

The number of aoeredited membenof the party wu eighty- fire, from fourteen 
different countries. Then were ten official repreBOntatives of gOTemments ; 
pixty-two chani1ier8 of commorco, and eight QVixet societiee or ox]ganisation0 
were rrprci^eotcd hy their dt'l(^at(':^- 

Of our own citizens among the party were Messra. Cyrus W. Field, deU-gate 
of the Chamber of Commeree of the city of New York, and Washington Kyer, 
representing the State of California. 

I enclose a trnnBlation of the report snliseriheil by tlie delegates. They 
speak of the completion of the work as merely a matter r>f time and money. 

I am, sir, very reapectfuUy, your obedient servant, • 

CHARLES HALE. 

Hon. William H. Seward. 

Secretary State, 



[T^andallon.] 

Cairo, A^rU 17, 1865. 

We, the uuiltTsig^ed, delegates of the chambers of commerce to the canal of Suez, after 
having examiueU the works olreadj done, and having taken into oonsideration the possibility 
<rf the enterprise, report : 

We stnrtcd the Ttli iii.staut from Alexaudria, "by railroad, for Cairo, \vl:ci\' rpinained 
until the muruiug of the 9th. We then proceeded hy railroad toZagazig, where we embaiked 
at 9 o'clock a. m., in boats drawn bj mitles and camels, on the freshowater canal made by 
Meht-iTu t All. and arrived the Hamc day nt 'I't l-cl-Kobir, a station of the coinpany. 

The lOtii, in the morning, we eontiuued uur journey' iu the same manner, uud at noon we 
entered npon the frcsh-wnter canal made by the company. At 5 o*cloek p. m. wo anived at 
Isnmilia, the central station on llie Suez cnnnl. 

Tlie 11th, we remained nt iHuiailia to examine the works there, as well a* thoHe of Sera- 
pinm, the luost elevated points of the isthmus. 

The liith, we started from Ifluiuilia, by the sea canal, in boats of Kmnll draught drawn by 
mnleH and camels; we arrived at Kantara at 4 o'clock p. m, haviiig visited tiie import.int 
workwhop.H and works of ElGaisr and El Terdan. From this point, in many places, and 
for a leneth altogether of sixty kilometres, (about thirty-six miles,) tbe canal is alieady 
ezcaTBted to its rail width. Tue portion previoasly travemed was only about one-third of 
the width proposed. 

The 1:Uq, we left Kuntara, iu the same way, for Port Said ; twenty kilometres (twelve 
miles) before reaching this place we fonnd five small steamboats, which brouj^ht us to the 

Mediterranean. There we exair.ined the piers in course of construction. 

The J ltli, we remained at Tort Sa=d to visit the importttut buildings, workshops (and ma- 
terials which the company possessed in that town. 

The I5th, we returned by bout to Isinnilin, niul tlic K'tli, in th«^ morning, we started for 
Suez by the fresh-wuter canal iu boats drawn by nnilc.s uud raim ls, arriving at Sui-z iu the 
evening. Tlie two locks, intended to connect the sea canal with the fresh-watrr canal in 
the course of constraction at Ismailiai axe not yet finished^ and a transshipment here is now 
necessary. 

Our jjiissage from the Mediterranean to the Red sea was accompUshed in twenty-seven 
bouis» as follows : eleven hoars fiom Port Said to IsmaUia, and sixteen houm thence to 
Sues. 

A te1(-gni]di wire ' : ^ the whols kngth of the eanati ooounnnieaUng with the wirss of 

Cairo, Alexandria, and buez. 
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During onr Tojage vn had opporiunitv to ohaem tbe vxcKnUtn snd otb«r mttehlnery 

HM'd for (liijfrijjg the cnnnl. All thu works belonging t<» tlif rompntiy appeiirrd to us bnilt 
and equip p4-d in a solid und purmauent munner. In our upiuiun, the cuiuitructiou of a ship 
canal ucruss the Isthmus is only a qncNtion of time and money. 

We are iufonufd ilmt the cornpfitiv hus already made contrartj* with various contractor?! 
for the completion of the ship cuual Ly the 1st ol* Ju|3% If^tW, without exceeding the actual 
capital, including therein the indMmii^ doe by tbe Egyptian government tudar the award 
of the Enineror Napoleon III. 

Daring tne whole of our trip we received the greatest hospitiility from Mr. do Lossops and 
tbe engineers of the eompany, and these gentlemen answered freely all the qnestiona which 
we put to them. 

[iiigued by the delegatoa.] 



Mr, Hale to Mr. Semard. 
No. 85.] Aa£.\cY and Consulate Gkneral of the U. S. of America, 

Ahxdndria, Egypt, May 5, 1865. 

Sir : I have tbe hooor to report that his llighnesa the Pacha of Egypt has 
seized the earliest opportunity to expresa to me the pain with which he has heard 
the 08(1 tidings of ttie assasainatioa of the President of the United States ; his 
detestatioii oi the abomiDable crime* and his sympathy for our oonntry in the 

griex'nn?* loss we have sustained. 
I have the honor to be, sir, most rcspectfidly, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES HALE. 

Hon. WiUiiAM H. Sbwaro^ 

Secretary if State, 



Mr. HaU to Mr. HwUer. 

Ko. 26.] Aqe.\cy a.nd Consulate GKiNBBAi. of tub U. S. of AMERrrA, 

Ahxnndnu, May 13, 1865. 

Sis : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your instructions, under 
date of the 17th of April, with official intelligenoe of the fool assassinatbn 

of the President, and of the dastardly attempt, happily ansnccessfal, to take the 

livei* of tlio Bccretary of State and the Assistant Secretary. 

I have already, in my deijipatcli No. 25, n'portoil the cordial expressions of 
Byinpathy which bis Highness the Pucha of Egypt liiisteued to make me, in an 
official interview, immediately after the sad news was known here. 

I have since recinved and am dafly receiving other expressions of the pnblie 
feelings of all iiMtionalitic!' ropi*PHetit('(l lif ic, in rcspoct for (lir' memory of the 
late President, and of oontidenGe in the administration of the goverumeut by bis 
Boccessor. 

A special xelignons ceremony has been ordered by the Qreek eommnnity, at 
tbe Greek chnrch, and one wiU be held at this consulate general, conducted by 
the American miHsionarieo, on Uie day appointed for the purpose in the Presi- 
dent's proclamation. 

I have tbe honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHABIES HAIiE. 

Hon. W. Hdntib, 

Acting Seereiary State. 
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Mr, Bale to Mr, Seward. 

« 

No. 30.] AoBNCY AND O0N8ULATB Gbnbsal OP THE U. S. OP Ambbica, 

Alexandria^ Egypt, Jvme 3, 1865. 

Sir : Fhave tlie honor to report that the religions services commemorative of 
the death of the Inte President, mentioned at the clo?c of my despatch No 2(), 
took place as proposed on the Ist instant, the day appointed by the President's 
proclamation. It was conducted by the Reveieiid Messrs. Watson and Currie, 
the American miBsionaries. The scrvioe was largely attended, and the im- 
prei^8ive discourse by the Bev.Hr. Currie npon the life and semcea of onr late 
Dehn ed President received an earnest and thouglitful attention. 

I have the honor to be, bir, very respecttuUy, your obedient servant, 

CHAKLES HALE. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 
Secretary ef State, 



Mr, JBaFe to Mr, Seward, 

No. 32.J Aqbncy and Cor^suLATS General of the U. S. of America, 

Alexandria, Egypt, June 14, I8G0. 

Sib : I have the hcuor to report that on the 2bth ultimo his Highness the 
Faoha came to Alexandria, and on the 31st I had a lone interview with him at 
his palaee of Ilas-el tine here. He expressed his cordial felicitations at the ano- 

cessful termination of our war. 

He remarked that the di.scomfitnre of the rebels had enabled him to make 
within a tew days several advantageous purchases in England, among which 
he mentioned two war-vessels, and the complete machinery for the mannfiusture 
of f*mall arm8, all of which had been destined for the confederates. 

The Pacha takes much interest in his navy. A natural pride is felt in the 
safe arrival, a few days since, at Suez, of the Egyptian steam-frigate L'lbra- 
liimii-, of four hundred horee-power, the first war-vessel bearing the Egyptian 
Hag which has ever doubled tne cape of Good Hope. She left Alexandria for 
Miuseillce about eight months ago» and then passing the straits of Gibraltar 
proceeded to England, where some repairs were made to her machinery. In 
February, her commander, Mui*tnfa Bey. having received the ordert* of the Pacha 
to proceed liom England to Suez, the frigate starte d on lier long voyage. Her 
first slop was at St. Helena, where, as uilerwards at the cape of Good Hope, 
every attention was 'shown her by the authorities <tf the British government. 
From the ca])e of Good Hope she W( i t to the Seychelles and Zanzibar, whence* 
t')nching only at Aden, she completed the voyage to Suez, the whole crew in 
pel feet health and excellent spirits. 1'lie Paeha, who had previounly ordered 
that the pay of othcers and seamen should be augmented one-fourth for the 
period of the voyage, was so mnch pleased at its happy termination, that he 
also bestowed on all three months' additional pay, as a private gratuity. 

The happy tidings of the end of the American war produced a fall in the 
price of cotton, from which resulted, here, a financial crifis. Several heavy 
failures occurred, and there were many instances of sufi'ering and distress. 
From the greatly diminished value of the cotton crop, it has been apprehended 
that the fellahs or native cultivators would find themselves unable to pay the 
advances which had been made to them, generally by European capitalists. 

Under these circuinstance.'* the Pacha has come forward with a comprehensive 
measure of relief. He proposes to furnish to the fellahs the means of paying 
their debtSi secnring himself by a mortgage on their hinds. 
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The amount required for this purpose exceeds a milliofB of poimda sterling, 
yvVidi is to be rciinburHuJ by tUe feilaJis ia inatatmenta exfteadiog over af eriod 
of fifteen yetirs, with interest, 

Ab the Pacha, uotwithei lauding hia immense retiourc^, is ^nerally without 
readj mowy, lie ia negotiating a new loan for the amount required. 

Ik id neodleaa to remark that this measure is acceptable to all paKies con- 
eenied. Ou the one hand, the capitalists are rejoiced to find provision made for 
tlio payment of their debts ; wliilo the fellahs obtain an extension of tifttcu 
jears' time, in the course of which thejr may reaiiouably ho^c to be ablu to 
cover their present losses. 

On the pail of tlie Pacha, moreover, the arr.ui^t mont is not without its ad- 
vantages. In the first place, his exchequer may gain something from the higher 
rate of interest charged to the fdlUha above the i*ate nccessjiry to be paid by 
him upon his loan. Next, he substitutes himself for European creditors, nmay 
of whom had mortgages upon the lauds of their debtors, aud prevents the pos- 
eMtty of the lands falling into the possession of aliens, which, although allowed in 
Egjpt. is naturally distastefbL Aud, finally, he puts himself in the way of 
augmenting bis own landed possessions, in cases in which the f. llahs lo u Iioui 
this measure of relief is accorded shall fail in their payniuut;-. From the con- 
stitutional improvidence of these people this is not uulikely lo happen in many 
cases, and the passion of thePacha for the acn uisition of lana maythus be gratified. 
It has previuu ly been computed that he is the owner of no less than one-sixth of 
the cultivable land within his dominions. 

Without shutiiiig our oyes to tlie force of these mati rial cn.i.^ideration^, which 
have uo doubt had their share of iuliueuce iu determining this uKiusure, we must, 
neverthdeas, give the Pacha full credit for it as an act.of beneficent grace and 
timely relief which few rulers would have either the means or the inclination to 
accord to their subject?, in a time of financial distress. 

I received on the 11th ia^Uuit the iiishtictioii of the Acfinp; S^'cretiiry, under 
date of the loth May, covering tlie prociamatiou of the President, which I com- 
municated without ifolay to hts nighness'a minister for foreign affairs, offering, « 
at the same time, my congratulatlona that the Egyptian govern iul at four years 
ago assumed the position which ihe cnbiiu.ts of Londcni and Paris find them- 
selves obliged to take now, in cousequence of the President's proclamation. 

I may mention without impropriety that both the Pacha and his minister, in 
my interview with them, have inquired about your health with much, solicitude, 
and have expressed great satisfaction at the tidings I have been able to give 
them of the progress of your recovery. 

I have the honor to bo, su:, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CiiAKLES HALE. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary/ of Siate, 



Mr. Hale to Mr. Siward. 

No. 33.] Agency and Consulate Gp:^'F:R \l of thk U. of A.MF.nirA, 

Ahxat'dria, K'^upt, June 19, I'^Go. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the presence of cholera in this town naa 
declared by the board of heidth on the 12th instant. The number of deaths re- 
ported on that day was three; on the next t\v< lvc; the next thirty four; the 

next thirty-eight ; tlio noxt thirty-four; the next fifLy-three; tlie next sixty-one 
and v< st(.'rd;iy, when tlie malady had pn-vaiUid a week, nmcty-ftiur. \^ Alex- 
andria has a population of about one hnndrcd and seventy thousand, tliece deaths 
aie more, aignincant from the rapid increase tlu^y exhibit than from their abso- 
21 D C • • 
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Inte number. The proportioo of deaths to population at its highest is still very 

inn<"1j*l<'sH than one in one thoupancl. 

Tlie autbrc.nk of the discasft has ncvertlif lossi cnn.-'od p;rpat alnrm, and mnny 
pei*son:« Lave left iho j)lacc. The r( gular Hteaini^hipa have be<ju crowJ»'d, and 
several have been charted for extra 1 1 i^*.^. I learn that at the Greek, Italian, and 
An- ! • 11 cotisnlates general, each of which hn^ a mry nnmerons coh^ny here, 
hmifh' !<• of par«?portp ;iro ^i'rnf l rlaily (at the Austrian 400 in ooe day) for theix 
euhjr'rt,^ -vvlio aro flecinfi^ in 'In-ad of the disease. 

I am happj to be able to report that thus far there baa been no death in the 
American Gommnnity. 

His Highness the Pacha departed for a marine exenrsion in his steam yacht 
at the b'^ginnin^ of the la?t week, and ir< now r MV)rt*'d to b<? at Scio. 

I have the honor to be, air, very respectfully, your obe<Hont ^»er^•ant, 

CUARLES HALE. 

Hon. William II. Sbwjlrd, 

Secretary of State, 4iv., t/e. 



Mr, Hale to Mr. Scfrard. 

Aq£i\cv and Consulatb Ge.nkeial of tub U. S. of Am vmuw, 

Alt wahilria, Egypt, .Turn 'St, i'^vib. 

kSin : I have the honor to report that since the date of my last despatch the 
mortality by cholera at this place has IncrMsed. 

The number of deaths eiucf my last report, according to the daily official bul- 
letins communicated to me by the IntcnJance Sanitaire, has been as follows: 

19th, one Imudred and one; 20th, one hundred and fifty-nine ; Sli^t, one hun- 
dred and forty-five; 22<1, one hundred and fifty-nine; 23(1, one hundred and 
forty-oui.'j 24th, one hundred and eighty-three; 2i>lh, one huudied and uiuety- 
thrcc; 26th, two hundred and eight. 

Many persons enin i aia the impressiim that the actual number of deaths ex- 
ceed th;tt thus roporlrd. 

The alarm is iu nowise abated, and the outgoing Bteamers continue tp be 
crowded wivli pasr<cngers. 

llie malady has made its api^c^urauce at Cairo. No official reports are made 
of lit deaths there. We bear also of its ravages in the other inland towns and 

the vill;i;jt'H. 

TIh ti' l);ive lu't n many ch^ath,^ anionc the European shipping in tlx- hailu^r. 

When the disease tirst made us appearance there were two Americ^vu ve.-sels 
in port; one of tliem has since sailed. They have ha^ i iiy been spared, uid I 
am <:lnd to be able to say again, under this Uter date, that no case has oocuired 
in til* AoKfio m comrannity. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your ob(!diont servant, 

CllARLEiS UALE. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, Secretary ffStaU. 



Mr. Hunter to Mr. Hale. 

Ko. 9.] Dbpabtment of State, . 

Was/ihigtoih Jfine 29, 1SG5. • 

Sirt : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dcfpatchei*, from 
No ]'j to No. 29, tli(! latter dated May 27, and to thank you for the interestiog 
aud valuable information which they commuuicate. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Vf. HUNT£B» Anting Seeretartf. 
Cbarlbs Halb, Esq., igc, 4^., Akxaindria* 
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Mr, Hale fo Mr. Seward, 
• [Extract.] 

No.35.] AOENCV AND GONSULATB GENERAL OF THE U. S. OF AMTRirA, 

AhxandrKi, KiSi/pf, Jnnf 20, I8G0. 

Sir : I liave thf Lon>>r to report lliat iiiti'lligeuce was received here yc-stevdny. 
from the Egypliau explorer, Jiakor, under date of Kliartum, Afay 10, 1865. 
He reports that on the I4th day of March of thu preceding year, (that ie, eigh- 
teen hundred and tixty-four,) he Ji.-^covered in north latitnoe 1 ' 11' a hike, of 
which he had been in .search; that he sailed in a canoe upon this lake 13 days 
to it:^ junction with the river Nile, in nortli latitude 2^' 16'; that be then asc< nd -d 
the river for a distiuico not stated, until he came to a fall through a gap one 
hondred aod twenty feet hiprhcr. To the lake, which is two hundred and pixty 
miles lung, he has given the name of " Albert Xyanza," andher(^rd»< thi.=^ Inke 
Hud the **Yicioria Nyanza," f>f Cajjtiiiu Speke, as the two parents of thf Nile. 
He report-s that the lake " Albert ^iyanza" receives the whole drainage of the 
Mountaiuii of the Moon. 

The explorer is expected here shortly, and upon his arrival in Alexandria 
Ibrther particulars may douhtleas lie obtained. * * * ♦ 

I have the honor to be* shr, very respectfully, yonr obedient Bervant. 

CHAKLE3 HAliE. 

Hon. William 11. Seward, 

ISecretary i>f Statt. 



Mr. Hale to Mr. Seward. 

No. 37.] Agency and Consclatb General of the U. S. of America, 

Alexandria, Egifpf, July 7, 1865. 

SlM: I have the honor to report that the number of deaih.s from cholera in 
Alesaodria, according to the oBIcial reports for each day since my despatch No. 
34, has been as follows : 

27th June, two hundred and fourteen; 28th Jnne, two hundred and nine; 
•29th Jinic, one bumhed and ;iinety-eev('ii ; 30th Jh ic, one hundred and eighty- 
four; l.^t .July, one hundred and niie ly-Iivc ; 2d July, two hundred and twenty- 
eight; 3d July, one hundred and seventy-six; 4th July, one hundred and eigh- 
teen; 5th July, one hundred and thirty -two; 6th July, one hundred and forty- 
two. 

It will be observed that the greateat mortality occurred on the second, when 
the number of death? wa? 228, but that two days afterwards the uuinbfr whm 
report«^d 1 IS, nearly one-half. This lavorable change is due to a strong north 
wind which has prevailed during the week, and which it is earnestly hoped may 
eontinue. Moreover, the beginning of the rise of the Nfle has been reported by 
telegraph from the upper eonntry ; a favorable effect is expected when the wave 
fhali rr aeh the Delta, now in about twelve days, by oovonng^ with water the 
low and stiignant places. 

From the interior we continue to hear tlie most distressing reports. At Cairo 
the mortality is very great, as many as four hundred and fiRy*sevien deaths hav- 
8^ been reported officially to have occurred in a single day, while private re- 
port?, perhaps exaggerated, estimate the deaths at twelve hundretl daily. At 
Tanta, at Zagazig, ai Damietta, RoHctta, and other places, the deatiis ani tVi^lit- 
foUy numerous. At most of these places there ore no physiciaus, and the suf- 
fiaxers receive no assistance. 

It is estimated that more than thir y liousand people have left Alexandria ' 
since the malady appeared on the 11th ultimo. It is ascertained that eighteen 
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thousand passports have been granted ; if it be assmned that an airerage of two 
peraons txavel under each paBaport, the number of departorea haa be^ thirty- 

aix th on Band. 

For three wcok? after the outhreak of the maladj", the American commtinity 
•wns hnppily "ipared ; but it is my painful duty to rejxirt the death yesterday 
morning of 3Ir. A. 0. Paugelaki, a citizen of the United StiiteB by naturaliza* 
tion. His father, I believe, was one of the victims of the massacre at Scio ; the 
orphan boy was hroti^ht to the United States, and I have heard that he wae 
employed in the (Jrcek department at the Univer.-ity preas in Canibridi^o, noar 
Boston. Aftor pevi ral yoard' re ■^^idence in America ne returned to the l>at-t, 
never forgetting, however, his adopted nationality. At Smyrna, in the year 
1846, he published a little book orlcssonB designed to fa^itate the study of the 
English language by foreigners. For at least ten years past he has been a 
resident of Ale \anrlria, where his mild manners and blameless character have 
contrasted him favorably with ponie olher.«i of the same nativity who have ponjrht 
to live here under the American flag. Ilis ago was fifty. I should mention that 
it is said by the physicians that the disease of which he died was congestion of 
the brain, not cholera ; but as I met him in perfect health thirty-six hours before 
the Buddon illness which in two davs more ended v,-ith liis death, I am still 
inclined to regard him one of the victims of tho existing uubcalthy state of the 
atmosphere. 

The present is the sixth time Egypt haa been visited by cholera, renewing in 

destructiveness rlw mortality of the ancient plaf^ue. The first outbreak of the 
cliolera Avas in 1831, the next in 183S, the third in 1^ 38, the fourth in 18")0, 
the fifth in 1855 ; the period of exemption has never exceeded tea yearSi the 
term between the preceding and the |>restnt visitation. 

It will readily be understood that in times like these no festivity was appro- 
priate on the fonrlh of July; l>ut I may report that on that day their excel- 
lencirH riicrif Pacha, mini.'^ter <■{ foreign affars, and !Mourad Patdia, governor 
of Alexandria, notwitlistatidini:: tle ir severe duties and anxieti<'s, did not fail to 
visit me officially, and offered their congratuhitiona on the happy recurrence of 
our national anniversary, and their best wishes for the prosperity of the Union. 
But one American vessel remains in port, and she clears to-morrow for England. 

I have the honor to be, sir, vety respectfully your obedient servant. 

CHARLES HALE. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, 



Mr, Hale to Mr, Seward, 

No. 38.] AoBNCY ardOonsulatbGem.kal of the U. S. of America, 

A/txa/idriut Egypt, July 19, 1865. 

Sin : T nni gratified to lie able to report that since my last despatch the mor- 
tality at this place has continued to diminish daily ; the number. of deaths from 
cholera reported yesterday wae only eighteen ; and there have been none in the 
American community since the two previously mentioned. 

The number of deaths from cholera in Alexandria since the outbreak of tht 
rnnlady, until yesterday, inclusive — a period nf thirty-seven days — according to 
the oiiicial bulletins, has been three tlMiusaud nine hundred and thirty one. The 
number of deaths, from other diseases in the same period, haa been one thousand 
three hwidred and sixtyonlne. The a<;gregate mortality within this period ao- 
cordin:^ly has been five thousand three hundred. The population of Alexandria 
may be estimati'd at one hundred a)id seventy-five tlionsnnd. 

In Cairo the malady did not declare itself until eight days after its appear* 
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mnoe at Alezandiia. The iiiimber of dealilifl at that pUuM to the 17th instant, 

inclusive, a period of twenty-eight dayg, according to the olVu iul bulletins, has 
been the following : From cholera, live tlioiiRaud two hmuliuJ and forty-nine ; 
from oilier diseases, two tliouf^aud three hundred ; total, seven thousand five 
hundred and fortj-uiae. Tiio ^opulatioa at Cairo may bo estimated at four 
handred thoniand« 

lu Dainietta, a place with a population of abont forty thousand, the nnittte 

of rlcatli,-^ from cholera between the 26th of June and Oth of July, inclusive, a 
Dcriod of fourteen day?, wujj one tliou^nnd four hundred and eighty-five; and in 




^ very 

upper Lgypt. 

The iiiortulity obtainta i^g maximum in Alexandria ou tbo 3d instan!, when 
the number of deaths reporter from cholera was two handred and twenty-eight ; 
in Cairo ou the 1 4th, when the number was four Imndred and fifty-seven; in Da- 

mietta on the 5th, when flie number was one hundred and peventy-tu'o, a nite of 
mortality which, had it continued, would have wiped tliat town out of existonce in 
eight months. Siuce these dates, happily, the amelioraliou has been cuustaut 
and rapid. 

The depth of water in the Nile waa officially reported on the 10th instant to 
lie t ;_'ht pics and nine kerats. Tt li.id unt bcm go low at thesamedate for four 
yearrt certainly, and I belii vc ior a uiucli longer period. It has gained nearly 
two keratd each day since that date, or about eight inches in the space of a week. 
These measurements are made at the Nileometer near Cairo. 

I have the honor to enclose tables showing the mortality, aeeording to the 
ofliciai bulletins, for every day since the outbreak of the malady, both at 
Alexandria and Cairo, and a portion nf a similar table for Damiett i. Tt may 
be interesting to trace the progress of the disease at each of these places. In 
these tables the deaths are set down against the date when they were reported ; 
in my previous despatches I have mentioned the same numbers with dates a day 
earlier. In point of fact, I believe the official bulletin each day includes the 
morning of the same day with the afternoon of theprecediug day, and the uigbt . 
between. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, jonr obedient servant, 

CHARLES HALE* 

Hon. William H. Srward, 

Secreiarjf q/ iUaU, 
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A. 



Kumher diHUh» ofieUi^ly report fcl daily in Alexandria and in Cairo nnee 
the outhreak of the cholera tw each place m the year 1806, 



ALBXAMDRIA. 



D«te. 




Otbflfr 
diseaaes. 


ToteL 




o 

.) 


44 


47 




1 i'k 
14 


3H 


50 


14 


34 


3U 


(>4 


In 




17 

M f 




16 


34 


29 


63 


17 


53 


26 


61 


W 


61 


30 


91 


19 


94 


21 


115 


S40 


lUl 


51 


152 


21 


159 


42 


SOI 


2a 


14;-. 


3t5 


181 


23 


lo9 


39 


HH 


24 


141 


37 


178 


25 




50 


233 


26 


yx\ 


4a 


241 


27 




f)0 


2:)H 




214 


43 


2:)9 


2i) 


2t>9 


43 


2:.2 





l'J7 


40 


237 


July 1 


164 


25 


2U9 



Dale. 



Cholera. 



July 2 

3 

4 . 

o 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1^2 
]«i 

14 

15 

16 

17 • 
\^ 

Total 



ALBZAKmUA. 



OtluT 



xoIbL 





S3 


218 


2"J~' 


37 


2i*»5 


176 


40 


316 


IH 


39 


157 


132 


44 


176 


142 


35 


177 


94 


29 


m 


91 


31 


122 


64 


37 


lUl 


55 


• 44 


99 


61 


83 


94 


48 


33 


t^l 


21 


41 


62 


23 


45 


6H 


22 


45 


67 


21 


Si 


54 


10 


37 


55 


3,931 


1,369 


5,300 



Date. 



Cholera. 



CAUiO. 



diseaMS. 



Total 



Data. 



CAIItO. 



Chokia. 


Other 
ttinfaiwui 


Total. 


356 


63 


419 


3:.5 


82 


437 


:tt>5 


K7 


452 


3-9 


90 


479 


347 


l»7 


444 


2f)2 


103 


3r>5 


226 


K4 


310 


204 


9>i 


3tJ2 


156 


97 


2:.3 


149 


104 


25:i 


151 


lui 


252 


109 


89 


198 


64 


107 


171 


6,249 


8,300 


7,649 



June 20 

21 .... 
22 

23 .... 

24 .... 

25 .... 
26.... 
27 

US .... 

2[» 

30 .... 

July 1 ...J 

2 

3.... 
4 .... 



9 

2 
2 
3 
17 
25 
71 
65 
93 
136 
216 
397 
3(»6 
3^2 
457 



46 

52 
OS 
52 
55 
71 
74 
93 
75 
f)5 
64 
77 
90 
112 
64 



48 

54 
70 
55 
72 
9(> 
1 15 
176 
168 
201 
300 
406 

Six; 

494 
541 



July 6.. 
6 .. 
7 .. 
8.. 

9 .. 

10 .. 

11 .. 

12 .. 
13 

14 .. 

15 

16.. 
17 .. 

Total.... 



L'lyiiizuo by GoOglc 



0IFLQ1UTIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



327 



B. 



Number of deatJkt ojpeidlly reported daily in Damietta, Egypt, since the out- 

break if the cktdera there in 1665. * 
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Mr. Sctcard to Mr. Hale. 

m 

No, 10.] Dbpartmrnt of State, 

WaJtins^ton, July 2\, 1SG.>. 

SiK: Your despatches from No. 30, of Jun<^ 3 to No. 3,0, of June liave 
beeu received, and I tLauk ^ou fur the iutereslin^ iiiLelligciicc whicii they cou- 
tainl The gagscions and beneficent measore devwed by hii« UighneM the Pacha 
for the relief of Uid people, to wliich jon refer in your No. 32, shows him to be 
a vi'iM'. :ind benevolent ruler. liia expressions of kindness, as well as thi - t' of 
niini->ter for foreign afiairs, which are |)er8onal to mj^sclf, ai-e very lii^^idj 
ajjpreciated. 

I anil ahr, Tour obedient senrant. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

CuABLBS Halb, Esq., 9(0^ tfCt Alexandria, 



Mr, Hale to Mr, Seward, 

No. 39.J AOBNCY AND COMSULATB GbNBR AL OF TUB U. 8. OP Am BRICA, 

JUexandria, Egypt, Aitguet 7, ISC '). 

SiB: I have the gratification to report that the cholera haa almost fntircly 
disappeared from tho.^e parts of Eg^ypt in which it lias lately pri-vaik-d. For 
several days past no deaths from the dit^case have beeu reported in Alexandria, 
and by the latest daily nport received, the number at Cairo was ouly five. 
From the villages the reports are equally fiivorable. There are, however, nn- 
hap])i]y, rumors of the outbreak of the maladj in npper Egypt which had pre- 
viously been exempted. T AinW tako an early occasion tO Send JOU a Completion 
of the tables of mortality enclusrd in my hist despatch. 

His Highness the Pacha returued to Alexandria from his sea voyage, which 
has^extended^as far as Censtantmople, on the 3d instant* and proceeded to Cairo 
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the same day. On the 3d instant ako uriTed in Egypt Oolonel Stant-)!!, tlie 
successor of Sir Kobert Colqnhoiuij aa agent and oonaol general of Great 

Biitain 

Lhavo the bouor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obcdieut servant, 

0HARLE3 HALE. 

Hon. WiLbiAM n. Sbward, 

Secr^ary^ Siaie, 



Mr, Hale to Mr, Seward, 

Ko, 41.] AoBNcy and Oonsulatr Gbnbral op the U. S. of Ambrica, 

Aiexandriat Egypt, AuguU 26, 1865. 

Sir: Nine buiiiln d nogroes from tbe Soudan or upper country of Egrypt, 
Avitbiu tlie juri-^dictiou of the I\xcba, are expected shortly to arri\ e at Alexandria 
to be embarked ia French trausporta for i^Iexico to relieve the contingent fur- 
tively Bent out in the month of Januanr, one thonsand'eight hundred and rnxty- 
tliroe. I roust give tbe Pacha credit ror potting roe in possession of full and 
early infonnation on tbe subject in the niopt frank possible manner. On this 
oc-caBion, at least, there is nothing clandcHtincly about the proceedinjr. I told 
him that I regretted to bear of tbe movement, and wished, at least, that it 
might be delayed. He said that it was simply the execution of an agreement 
made between his predecessor. Said Pacha, and the Emperor of the French, 
three years ago ; that the number of soldiers in s( rvice would not be increased 
by a single unit; that the number was inconBidcrahb . heinp- only one battalion, 
or tht; lourlh part of a regiment, and not exceeding uinc liundred in all, officers 
included. lie gave me the most positive assurance that it la not proposed to 
increase this number. The Pacha then fell into a line of conversation, which, 
especially as he expressed a wi»b that it might be regarded as confidential, it 
is not necessary to report in detail, more than to say that he expre;=-ed to me 

interest, wish or expectation to .see the succcHsful establif liment oi' aa cmpini 
ju Mexico imder French auspices, lie ridiculed tbe small effective results 
reached by the French ui their efforts at colonisation everywhere, and pointed 
w itb some pride to the small number of troops with which he keeps ord<T in 
bis own dominions compared to the great number of French troops, always in 
service in Algeria, citing the recent pamphlet of the Emperor of the French 
lor proof that, after all, that country is not well governed, lie regards the 
Bending out of thi|i rdief corps as a necessary act of humanity to the Egyptian 
negroes who are now in Mexico, while he thinks that he carinot in good faith 
e:^cape the maintenance of a small force there in respect of the engagements 
entered into by his predecessor. The whole co^i of tlie movement, wliich is 
*• enormous," is paid ny the French government. The Pacha made this point 
with emphasis, using the word **enonnoue" (or rather, its French equivalent) 
DO less Uian tbi-ee times, and betrayed evident satisfaction that tbe expeuaes do 
not come out of bis own purse. 

The circumstances of the original niovemeiit are de-^crihed in the despatch of 
my predecessor No. 27, under date of January lb, l^Go. Mr. Thayer addressed 
most euei getic remonstrances to Said Pacha, and to his minister, and obtained a 
positive assnrance that the nnmber of the contingent should not he increased, 
r^aid Pacha was then actuidly on bis death-bed, and bis demise is reported in 
the same despatch. Of one ground of remonstrance to the movement suggested 
by Mr. Thayer, namely, the violation it imjdies of the suzeranity of the Forte, 
it may be remarked, in addition to the fact that it has herelufoi e proved futile, 
and to other reasons which exist for not pressing it at this time, that as the 
Pacba has just returned from Oonstontinopl^ it may not he improbable that he 
has prepared himself with tbe necessary permission. 



Digitized by Google 



DIPLOMATIO COSBESPONDENCB 



329 



In the conree of tlio couversatioa the i'acha told mo that the E^ptiau aimv- 
lint nmnberod about twenty tbonsandf of whom, aa I undentoooi, about eight 
tbonsand ore in active service in various parts of the country. From other 

sources I have learned that the mortality in the army, from oliolt m, li i.-' bcon 
frightful. The Pacha, however, remarked that only one of his uegroeu had died 
from yellow fever iu Mexico, sayiug that it appeared that the constitution 
WM proof asainst mieh maladiee. I hinted to him that If he can epare a few 
hundred soldiers pecaliarly fit for service in ]\[exico, the United State-^ havo 
lately had under arms more than one Imndrod thousand of the 8arae rnor^. T]i(^?e 
men would ho, in like manner, pecuHarly lit for t«ervice in Egypt if the vicious 
principle of interference which supports the empire in Mexico, to which the Pa- 
cha lends his aoldien, ahooM.at any time be retaliated by ns. Hitherto we 
have practiced the contrary principle, and have expected other governments to 
rpfjpect it, at least so far as America is concerned; and, without intervening' onr- 
selved in Oriental politics, "what the Picha has done in Mexico at tho r<»que3t 
of auotiier power, me United States might do in Egypt at the request of some 
frieudly power." 

Tliese and other aigaments, of oonrse, might be pressed upon the Egyptian 
government, to prevent the departure of the relief. What I have already said 

to the Pacha will serve very well a? n foundation for any formal commutiication 
ill the way of an objection or protect that you uiay think advisable to instruct 
me to make; or, iu case it is deemed best to let the matter rest without further 
remark, I think yon need not hesitate to believe that, while the Pacha cannot 
very readily get rid of the snlMiBtiog engagement made by his predecessor, h» 
bad wii ("iifui^'h of hi^ own to poo that his sending troops to America, however 
incoii>i(krablc in nniiilx r, is a thing not particularly agn'oahle to the people of 
the United States, and thai it wuuld be very foolish fur him to do anything 
more that might have the efl^t to provoke an intervention of the United 8tatea 
against him in some possible turn of Egyptian affairs. 

No doubt you will regard tlin sending of this relief>from Egypt, in connexion 
with the rei i uiiing in Europe for the Belgian and Austrian kgions for service 
in Mexico, the renewal of the French forces there, and otlier matters, of the 
views of the government with regard to which I am not apprised. 

My audience with the Pacha took place at Cairo yesterday, and the overland 
mail which must take forward this d* nip.itch i-; already announced. But, unless 
upon reflection (for which as yet I have had little time) I should conclude to 
make a formal represeutatiou in writing to the Egyptian government, addressed 
to the nunister of foreign afiairs, I shall content myself for the piesent with the 

?:?neral remarks I have abready made verbally to' the Ffteha, awaiting yoor 
urthcr instructions. 

Although the arrival of the negroes from the upper county may be expected 
at au^ time, everything moves so slowly in Egypt that it would not be at all* 
surprising if it were to lie considerably aelayeflT 

I have taken advantage of the deotftore of one of the American missionaries 
for the upper country to azrange tor timely eoufidential infbnnation of their 
coming. 

I believe nothing is known of the matter in general circles here. It bad not 
been mentioned to me by any of ray colleagues. 

I was gratified on the 19th instant by the leeeipt of your instmction No. 1(K 
of July 24th. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,* 

CKAKiOiS HALE. 
Hon. William H. Seward, * 
Secretary of State* 
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Air. Seward to Mr* Male. 

No. 12.] De P A RT M R NT OF StATB, 

Washington, Srptcmher 4, 1865. 
Sir: Your despatches from .No. 36 to No. 40, both numlirr.^ inclttsivf, liare 
been received, and ]\:\y<i been reid wiih Hjx'cinl iulL-rest. The department has 
promulgated the iuioimatiou conuuuuicated by you relative to the ravages of 
the chfuera in Kg'ypt, the violence of which, we are happy to learn, haa sensi^ 
bly abated. Tb r inpletion of the tables of nunrtali^ already forwarded by 
yOtt will be received w ith much iiit vcrst. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM n. SEWARD. 

Gbables Halb, Esq., lf(^ 4c., Alexandria. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Hale. 

No. 13.] Dbpartmfxt of S tatr, 

Washing (on, Siptcmher 21, 1S65. 

Sir: Your despatch of August 26, No. 41, has been received. It announces 
that nine hundred negroes from the upper country of Egypt, within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Pacha, are expected shortly to arrive at Alexandria, to be embarked 
in French trani^pnrts for Mexico, to rdieve the contingent which was sent ont 
in J;iMonrv. ]S(;:i. The latf« r proceeding, as you are aware, pxcited much 
comment at the lime; but it pasried unnoticed by tlii.^ j^overnmcnt, %v})icli was 
then Beriously occupied with a peculiar condiliou of merely domestic aifairs, and 
with the foreign embarrassments which grew out of that condition. Since then 
the United States have abolished slavery. The attention of ConjinreBS, as well 
as tbat of the executive department and of tlie country, haa been very steadily 
fiked upon the conrse of events in Mexico, which, I ueed not s»ay, form a sub- 
ject of serious c<mcem with regard to the safety of the free republicjm institu- 
tions of this country, an object with which we are accnstomed to connect the 
desired nltimate consequcmce of the abolition of every form of compnlsory civil 
or military servitude in tbis hemisphere. 

Yon are instructed to bring this matter to the attention of the Paclia's minis- 
ter for foreign affairs, and to state to him that, in the opinion of this govcrumeut, 
the renewal of the transaction alluded to could not be regarded with Ikvor, or 
even withoat deep anxiety, by the people of the United States. It will be 
proper for you to inform the niinist-er that I have written upon the subj cr, in 
the same 8enf«e herein adopted, to the diplomatic agents of the United States 
residing respectively at Paris and Constautiuople. 
1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Chablbs Halb, Esq., ^c, Alexandria, 



Mr, Sale to Mr. Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No. 44.] AOBNCY AND CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE U. S. OF A.M KRICA, 

* Alexandria, Et^ypt, October 27, 1865. 

SiB: Iieeeived on the 19th instant your No. 13, under date of 2l8t Septem- 
ber, fnd lost no time in writing to the minister of foreign affiuin, who is now in 
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Cairo, in tbe exact sense of jonr instrnctioo. No answer haa yet been received ; 
but tbi.^ 18 not reranrkuble, for tbc minister would naturally take tbe instruction 
to tbt; I'acba, wbo has been making an excursion on tbe Nile so far as Miuieb» 
fcum w^icb be did not return to Cairo until the morning of tbe 25th. 

O^fonel 8tanton, the British agent and consiil general, to whom I had com- 
dinnicated tbe Bubstance of my information at the end of Angnst, and wbo bad 
transmittrd it to bis govemmeut, called on me on the 20tb instant (that i?, the 
day aiuir I had received your ini*truction) and informed me that ho lud tlir in- 
structious of bis government to remonetrate agaiuHt any forcible and com^iulnury 
deportation of Nnhians from Bgypt to serve under the French flag in Mezieo. 
I helieve these are tbe exact words of bis instmction. 

I may mt iition that tbe Briti»b bold tbe Egyptian authorities to a vory exact 
fulfilmmt of their promises for the abolition of slavery. It is certain that 
slavery still exists in l^^ypt; but any elave wbo can manage to get before tbe 
British consul ia sent with the dragoman of the eonanlate to the local court 
where bis free papers are demanded and are accorded. In this way Mr. Reade* 
British consul at Cairo, and Mr. Stanley, Briti.'^h consul at Alcx indria, have 
secured tbe manumi-ssion of at least twenty each (probably a larger number) 
since I have been here. In oue instance it was a slave woman wbo bad escaped 
from a Pacha'a harem» and fled to Mr. Beade's house. Her master followed 
and tried to persuade ber to return. She was firm, and he was obliged to give 
her up, although, no doubt, she had cost him a large sum. Mr. Stanley, within 
a fortnight, has Rccurefl the freedom, in a similar manner, for two or three people 
escaped from tbe service of a high officer in tbe Egyptian navy. 

It has, no doubt, occurred to Colonel Stanton, and the suggestion, no donbt» 
would be approved by Lord Russell, that tbe same principles which led Great 
Britain to object to forced labor on the Suez canal, and to involuntary domestio 
servitude in £gypt, apply to compnlsoij military drafts here for senrioe in 
Mexico. 

Soon after my despatch No. 41 was forwarded, one of tbe local papers here 
reproduced, in Italian, a letter, probably from the Independence Beige, connect- 
ing Nubra Pacha*8 visit to Paris with this iTuidneBs. It was stated in tliis letter 
that the Egyptian government would place several regiments at tlx- disposal of 
France to nventbrce the army of occui>ation in ]\[exico. and that tin iiufHtion of 
money was all that remained to bo settled between the Egyptian and French 
governments. 

The French local paper printed tbe day before yesterday some extracts from 
a paper, by the Count de Keratry, in tbe Revue des Deux Mondes, extolling 
the good service of tbe E^ptian troops in Mexico, 

Meanwhile there is no intdligence of the coming of the negroes. A consid- 
erable body of E^^yptian troops, perhape as many as four or five thousand, hays 

just come to Alrxandria, and arc rjuartcvorl in tlic barrnrk.-^ at Raj^-cl-tin. These, 
however, are not negroes; a considerable portion of them are new recruits, and 
it is said they are brought here for purposes of drill. 

A detachment of French soldiers, from Cochin China, has also just arriyed 
from ^nov. at Alexandria, and is said to be watting the arrival of transport.^ to 
take them back to France. Meanwhile they are quartered on board the hospi- 
tal ship, which is the only French government ve.-^f'cl now in this harbor. 

Three Austrian men-of-war lately arrived and still remain in tbe harbor. 

I shall keep thb despatch open until the latest moment before the departure 
of the mail packet, in order to be able to tend any additional information which 
I may be able to obtain. 

I haye the honor to be, sir, yerj fespeetfuUy, your ob( diont servant, 

CHARLES HALE. • 
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Sunday Mor.m.no, October 29. 
The mail packet is on the point of leaving. I have nothing important to add. 
I have ut) vet no augwer i'l-oui the minister of foieigu afiuirs, and lUe position of 
things at the borraeks of Bafr«l-tm and in the barbori accoidiiig to rej/^^rts le* 
oeived this momiiWi ia not cluuieed. 



itfr. Maie to Mr. Sewsrd, 
[Extnei.] 

No. 4j{.] AoBNcy ani> Ck>N8ULATB Gbnbbal op thb U. S. op Amrbica, 

Alexamdria, Egtfft, Notemher 13, 1866. 

Sir : Although X have not jet received a formal answer from the minister 

for foreign affairs, there is no room to doubt that the proposed deportation of 
nogroe.** from E^rypt for military fierWce in Mexico has been abandoned ; and 
tiifrc is even Boiue reason to believe that the trouble in the Soudan, which has been 
assigned in Veu ia as a reasou for the abandonment of the expedition, was caused, 
if not wholly, at least in parti by the detestation entertained by the people, and 
espoclall}' among the men enrolled for military duty, for the distant :*ervice to 
which it was feared they were to be sent. Hi.-^ IliLrlnH ?-^ the Pacha has not re- 
turiicd to Cairo, and has not remained in any })iace more thin one or two 
days ^ince the date of my last despatch, and 1 must wait(juite unwillingly, but 
probably not longer than the next post, before I can complete my report on 

> UUB subject. 

• •••••• 

I have the honor to be, sir. very refluectfully, year obedient rvmf. 

CUAiiLKo UALK. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Secretary of State, 



Mr. Hale to Mr. Seward, 

XTo. 46.] AOBNCY AND OONSULATK GbNBBAL OP THB U. S. OF AmRKIC A . 

Catro, Egypt, November IS, 18G5. 

Sir: On tlie ir,th instant T called on his excellency, Cherif Pacli:i. ininl.'ttT 
for foreign atiairs, having come from Alexandria for the purpose on the prece- 
ding evening. 

The minister oonrteously made ezcnses for his delay in answering my note of 
20th October, in which I had communicated to him the observations contained 
in your in.-^t ruction to me, No. 13, of the 21st September, lie told me that he 
was rt .i ly t o give me an answer that would be in all respects satisfactory to my 

government. 

I said that I was glad to hear this, and that if he could conveniently send me 
bis answer that day or the next, I could communicate its substance by telegraph 
to Qucenstown, in season to reach you, to be laid before the President before the 
opening of Congre;*!'. He said that he would do bo. 

We then dropped into a less formal conversation, when 1 was surprised to 
learn that the Egyptian government had not abandoned or even scarcely sus- 
pended the proposed expMition of negroes to Mexico. The minister expected 
tliat yoti would be entirely satisfied to have the expedition go on, if you were 
assured that the number of the force now in Mexico would not be increased, and 
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that tlic soldiers were not slaves ; aud such waa the substance of the formal an- 
twer lie was about to send me. 

As regardn the first part of this answer, nothing else was ever proposed, and 
I told the minister that you could not have undorBtood tliat anything o\->c wau 
prono?c'd. His Highness had very clearly explained to me that the nine hun- 
dred negroes wore to be embarked to relieve the contingent sent out in January, 
ld63; that I reported the pi nposftion exactly in those words, althongh it was 
observed that nine hundred wan the number given to me, while four Iiumlrcd and 
fifty v.';'.(< the number stated to "Mr. Thayer In 1^03, and reported l)y hi-n. No 
n rnurks* hud been made even upon this discrepancy. I spoke of the expedition 
in my d«'f<patch as a relief; you began your instruction by rehearsing the worda 
of my despatch in the nsnal manner, and that yonr obsfirratlons mnst be taken 
as based noon the distinct nnderstanding that it was proposed to send out the ne* 
grors to relieve the contingent already in service, 

The minister seemed to take it for prranted that the compulsory service of the 
negroes not only fonned the whole obiection to the affair in the eyes of the peo- 
ple of the United States, bnt that if tnat obfection were remoyed by assurances 
on his part thej would be entirely satisfied to see the expedition go forward. 

I told the minister that I knew nothing of personal knowledge of the circum- 
stances of the erabarcation of ISG ^, but I knew how it was described .by ^tr. 
Thayer, and what was the general opituon not only in the United States bnt in 
Alexandria, where the story of tho^e days in January, 1863, when no black 
bo^ (door-keeper) could be persuaded to open a door at night for fear of being 
crimped, aud wlien many black servants ran awsy to hide for ft week in the 
d'^'-v rt, wliile the embarcation for Mexico was going on, wni' f imiliar in m iny 
b lu^elioldi* ; and I had supposed that there waa no doubt of the furtive and m- 
cret character of the proceeding. 

With regard to this last remark, the minister sidd, no donbt, the embarcation 
in 1863 was sudden and secret, but this was for a political reason, namely, that 
it was necessary to keep the thing from the knowledge of the Porte until it was 
all over ; as the whole proceeding at that time was atraiust the Sultan's will, it 
was arranged to have it tiiiijihed before his remonstrance could arrive. 

To condttde the conyersation, howerer, I told the minister that his Highness 
had said to me expressly that he should not send the negroes except for the en- 
gaj^emcnt of hi^ predecessor to the Emperorof the French ; that appreciating the 
position of his Ilighness, you had addrep^»ed your obFerv,i;inn>4 to tin- gov<Tn- 
ments at Paris and Constantinople as well as to hia own, and that 1 knew thffl 
the French goyemment had been good enongh, while as.^igning a special reason 
and resenring its general abstract right, to give up thealTair on its part, after re- 
ceiving your obpervatinut», nnd that I should be sorry if the Egyptian govern- 
ment, after receiving the !*amc observations, found no reason to change tlie cour^ ' 
that had formerly been proposed. I added that the announcement made by Mr. 
Drouyn de Lhnys to Mr. Bigelow to this efikst was made independentlj of the , 
matter of compwsory 6er\'ice, which had not been discussed between them until 
after this previous point had been disposed of, and then only as a matter of ,tb 
etract interest ; that Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys had expressly told Mr. liigelow that 
the inquiries he proposed to set on foot here with regard to the nature of the 
service in the Egyptian army were to satisfy himself, and not as a matter of offi- 
flisl concern to his goyemment 

Cherif Pacha said this put an entirely now face on the affair, and could scarcely 
credit the accuracy of my information. To nati-^fy him I sent to«»ny hotel for 
the copy which Mr. Bigelow had kindly trau:^mitted to me of his despateh to you, 
No. IbG, reporting his interview with the French minister. I read to Cherif 
Pacha the piincipal parts of this despatch, and afterwards, at his request, fnt- 
nifihed him with a translation into French. 
In sending to Cherif Pacha this translation, I wrote a note to express what was 
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alreadj understood between us, nann 1y, tbat this wm not precisely an ofTicial 
communication ; that I wag waiting his answer to my official note of the 20th 
October, and that mcanwhih' I was willing to add to his information upon the 
eubject. I begged hiri particular attention to the fact that the note of the 20th 
October conveyed your observations upon understanding that the pro|)OBed ez> 
pediilon (if iH -rocs to Mextco, was to replact? tli- ( Diitingent nowin service there. 
1 ^ai 1 that whatever reason init^ht he a.sfif^ned, the things needed to tranquillize 
public opinion in the United Stntc- wonlil be to hear that hid llighue^^.-^ had been 
good eiiougii to declare that he did n(»t iniund to renew the expedition of Egyp- 
tian soldiers to Mexico ; that a repkurement would be considered as a renewal ; 
that if he liked to make a reserve of his rights in the manner pursued by the 
French niiuisier, in paying that the proposed expedition wafl not abandmie'l, bat 
tliat in etVoct it would not take place on account of domestic reasons, 1 t*hould 
be 8ati>fied with this, but that of course a deiiuitive abaudoameut would give 
us great pleasure ; that I bdieved France would make no objection to it ; amon^ 
our people in America it would bb regarded as a new proof of the firiendship of 
bis Highness, and everywhere in the world it would be regarded as a proof of his 
noble wi.-dom in the interests of hntnanity, since, without jjiving to the service of 
the Egyptian negroeti in Mexico the nauie of "slavery," it niust be admitted 
would not be an agreeable thing for the soldiers, as hie Highness himsdf had told • 
me witii all possible frankness when expressing his anxiety to replace the men 
now in tliat service by others. 

The 8ubrstance of the precediiip: pnrag;raph, and nearly in the equivalent words 
in Frencij, was written and .-^eut to the minister, you will uudcrdtaud, with the 
view of iutiuencing bis answer to the note of the 20th October. He kept my 
messenger waiting aahort time, howevef > and sent back b/ him his formal an- 
swer to that note, a translation of which answer is hereto appended and marked A. 

As tliis formal answer to your observations will of ooome attract your partio- 
ular attention, I make no remark upon it. 

At the patue time the mfci*senger brought back a less formal note from the 
ministert in which he acknowledged the receipt of my last note, saying that for 
tlie present he could only refi^me to onr conversation of the morning, repeatii^ 
that it gave the subject a new phase, of which the Egyptian government re- 
served for itself the examination, and that meanwhile bo hastened to send me 
liis ollicial answer to your observationa. 

I believe that I have faithfully represented these communications, but for your 
greater assurance I tran^^rnir herewith, ni nked B, C, D, and E, copies of the 
origin.ils of evfTVtbir.^r tliat has ])assed in writing, be<^iiniing with my note of the 
20tb Oct ober, in which I endeavored t<» give exactly the sense of yonr oloserva- 
tiouB, continuing with the minidter'd oihciai answer, (of which the trauirlaliun is 
the piece mark^ A,) and concluding with our less formal correspondence of the 
IGth in!?tHnt, already described. 

The telegraph wire between Alexandria and Malta had just broken ; but the 
steam ])acket to the latter port IcavciJ to-morrow, takes forward to Mr. Bigelow, 
in Paris, a telegraphic meaaage to the elToct that the Egyptian government bay 
the iu£urrection is 6U[)prcased, and that the expedition of negroes may go for- 
ward. I have also written to him fully. 

A French transport has arrived in the harbor of Alexandria with troops for 
Cocliin China, who have luen disembarked and have taken the railway lor Suez. 

With regard to th«j question of the compulsory service of the soldiers in the 
Egyptian aumy, and especially that of the blacks from the upper countey, I 
hardly know what I may say with propriety in an offiinal communication. I 
bwe reason to bcli< ^ e that Mr. Outrey, the agent and consul general here of 
France, was annoyed at being called upon by 31 r. l)ronyn de Lhuys to make 
a report upon this subject. Even to an entirely disinterested observer it might 
be difficult, in a country where the civil government is absolute, to distiuguirih 
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between compnlsoty service in tlio army and military service everjwlicix; ; to 
diptingni-^li between a levy in the Soudan aticl the conscription in France. It 
vnnlil remain to weigh the evidence in such cabe.-* a.'^ ar • rcjjortcd to have oc- 
curred in tilling the Dumber of the contingent at Alexandria in January, 1603. 
If the object desired is merely to satisfy the private judgment of a candid 
observer, something might be learned from tlic vai ion:^ bofiks of mod<a-ii travel 
in Egypt. The dilllcultics wliicli cmiiarrnya the pu^u ct when approacht d a.s a 
matter of di.-^' Ti?»sion among governmeni.-^ are iiliistrat d by the fr.ct — reported 
in my la-f de.spatch but one— of the frequent release of uefproea from elavery 
In Kgy pt by the intexposition of the good offices of the British consnlates. The 
Egyptian government may point to these instances as so many proofs in sup- 
port of the assertion proudly made in the miisi-tcr's an«wiT to your ob^erva- 
•tion?, *' Slavery no longer cxi.-its in Kgypt;" f«>r whcnrverthe consnlatc.- bring 
forward an in^^tance of the contrary, the man is immediately freed. Othertt 
wonld perhaps regard these instances as disproving the proposition iudisted on, 
or at least as illostrating that it is not of nniversal application. 

I sliall endeavor to collect the most authentic and ixho the most available 
testimony within my reach, without ]o^a of time, but i<hould be glad of your 
ini<tructions as to the manucr and degree iu which it may be advisable to puuh 
inquiriea. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very rcspeetfnlly, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES HAI£. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, Secretary State. 



A 

[Translation. ] 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 

Cairo, Newmber 16, 1666. 

UonsUur V Agent ct Consul GenSral: 

1 havo gladly received the dt'spntch which yoa did me the honor to nddresA me under date 
oT tbo *£Oth October last, for the purpoi^o of preeentinff in the name of your govw n ment di* 

ol»!>erv;'.(M'iis sug^^rt'stt-'J to it hy the expi'ditiou by his IIi(^-huess of a hattAliou of ueproes, of 
which thu departure has beeu hitherto delayed au ini>urrection iu the SSoudao, uow liup- 
pressed, and who are destined to replace in Mexico those who were sent thither in 1B63. 

If your cTovernniout hiul nut thon;rlit pniper to nmko miv remark provlonsly on this sub- 
ject, yon »iiy this was hccmwe tlx guv«'rtmit;iit wus too miu-h occupied with intfrnnl Htfuim, 
and bIro because it had not th<*n decreiMl th<^ aholitiou of sIuvltv. The goveninieut of his 
Higll^es^, \v!i )««• '^ynipnthics for that of (he repuhlio of the Unitfl S{fitf« <'nT;iiot !>•• i.loul>ted 
for a uiunit'iiiT lici ordiugly thinks it of the first importauct- to give expluiiHtions to the latter, 
which I take pleasure in heliovinpf will reassure it completely with rpfjnn I tt- fl ^ bearinf^atta 
the composilion of the i?xpedition in qufstiou. In fact, the Bitnatii>n of Iriiui has not hi-ea 
nu^lifiw; there has been no change to alTect it. The Egyptian ;;ovi rnint iU, at tiie request 
of n frieii'Ily power, thought itself competent to make certain eitgH;^enieiits iu which its neu- 
trality did noi appear to be in aay way compromised, and in which it was yeiy far trom 
thinking that it wonld erer incnr the disapproyal of the United States. 

The FrciKh g i . < rninent, iu making a retpicst for the replacement of the contingent now 
in service bv a new battalion, of whkh tlie compositiou remains exactly the same, aud his 
Highness tnoTleeroy, in agreeing to tin- request, do bnt obey the hiws of the simplest hn- 
luauUy. It is three years, in fact, that th. men have In . t> living far from their country, 
where most of them havo left their wives and children; houie-sicknes-; ( la nostal^^ie) has 
mode more gaps in their ranks than the climate or the fire of the enemy. In all conn tries of 
ll).' w .-!'! >urlt cnn<ii1rratious are thought worthy of regard, and the Kgj'ptiau govertjreent 
would liave ha<l a bad aj)peaiance not to accept their biguificauce. Moreover, it would have 
boeu very difficult, not to say impossible, to esca|)< the consequence of an agiMtnent wldeb 
put at the disposal of tlie French expedition to Mexico a cert.im number of men, strong and 
well-fitted for niililary service. The honor of the tlag, and the respect due to its engagements 
then, unitctl in requiring that the government of his Highness should receive witli favor a re- 
quest wiiich had in its eyes the advantage of restoring, not only to their native country, bat 
to their separate homes, a certain number of these men, who were chosen originally from the. 
soldier*) of the gurrisous of Cairo and Alexandria, and who ha^l a right tO their dtschargo by 
nason of the expiration of the period of service due to the state. 
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In the mntoria] point of view, tbeOt we have merelj to deal with a simple substitution, 
arxl tl.i re is, in tmtb, no reason for anxiety at a aitoation which remains the same that ha» 

existed for tlirif» ymrn pnst. 

In the niornl point of view, the obiccjtion appears to roe still 'less well-fonnded. It is 
1>iiv«'<l on the fHct that, at the data of tlie fint expedition, the United Statea had not deeieed 

tho ubulition of ^lurery. 

Thus, iu the opinion of the caWnrt of 'Washinpi«>n, the Epj-ptinn soVliora wlm make part 
of the Fn'tich pxpi"lifion to Mi xiro f\'i' to he r<'^:ir'h d ns slaves, nii<3 their 5fnT there as oon* 
tradictiog the ^rent measure of humanity which has freed all their brotbn'n in' America. 

Permit me, kIi , to protest on my side n^^'-ainst the expression of an error so clear. Slavery 
no lonffor exists in K;xyp'. It \v.i-< ;iV>oli«,hed there lone: liefon it was abolished in the rnito-l 
States oy the many s.n i itices and glorious cflforts on the part of the defnudortf of tho Union. 
The npcrroes in the Ktryjittan territory are snbjpcts of hisHifhneas by the same title and with 
the Bunie ritrhts m tlie other natives of tlie eonntry. In sorvinp nnder our Hacr th< v nSov a 
law oi (MiiM iiption equal ior all. Ki-guiatiouji limit tlie period of service due Ity euch man 
U.1 'he <■ ■ .1.1 : V. ,i: "1 llu- Ieii;_-ili of this periml is proportioned to the number of tl'.e population. 

Tlii"! is no; In \ i;f!ie'>f a pi iii' Ijile inicte tipplieahle a- •'*fr<^ fi^ tl"' Teign of our 

Ulufitrions Mehenret Ali, all slaves enrolled under the fla;r become tree iu full rijrbt. 

The pood conduct of some of those soldiers since tliey have l)cen in Mexico has been 
pointed out by tho general-in-chicf of the expedition to the French povemnK'nt, which baa 
not hesitated t/) award to them crosses niid medals of honor; others haveln-i n proposed to 
tlie K^yptian tr<i\ eruineiit by the same gi i;i i aViu-cliief for fiiiiilar disliiivl ions, M'ld even f >r 
promotion to tlic grade of superior officers, and tbe JLgyptiau government has made haste to 
reoofrniZie tlieir merit. 

I appeal to yourself, sir, is there a country in the world where solilicrs who were merely 
8lu\ es would be tivated \>i'li so niuch regard and would enjoy so much consideration? 

I rely, then, with all confidence on jrour co-operation to make known tho details, to trana- 
mit fhe^f- loyal explan'^fiejis to the p»vemment of the Ftiid d Si;;te-, !,>i 1 to reassure it r*-- 
epectinij the true condition of these Egyptian neprooK. I take [deasuie in hiipini: tioit, bet- 
ter inlniiiied than before, your govemmeut will be good enough to si-e nothing in this expe- 
dition but the siinpli- replaeenieiif of mie battalion by another in conionnity wifl; the fenns 
of an understanding; a replnceniejit of which the necessity h dema!i led liy the laws of hu- 
ira!uty and the rules of justice ; at the same time that it is imposed n|)i)U liis Highneuhy 
tbe benevolent interest w hich he feels for all bis subjects without distinction. 
. Be pleased to accept, bir, thu assurance of my high consideration. 

• The Minuter of Fonigu Affairs. 

CUERIF PACUA. 



B. 

[Translation. ] 

Ag£NU¥ and Consulate General of the 

Ukited Statbb op Amk.uk a in £r.Vl>T, 

Alexandria, (h !,<!>/ r K'^t'O, 

Your KxcelLENCT : At an audience which bis Highness, accorded me on tbe 25th of An' 
guijt last, he waa so good as to give roe emne explanations about the circnmstancee nnder 

which the Egyptian government proposes to wnd nine Imndr' 1 n.-rrir.es" to Mexico to replace 
tbe troops of the same kind which were sent there iu tbe month of January, It^i. 

Having thereupon made report to my government, without failing to set forth tne nobis 
frankness \\ ith w iru h bis Highness expressed l.ttnself in giving me on this 8ull|ject all the 
details without reserve, I have just received instructions tVoui my government. 

I nnst say to you that tiie previous expedition in 1H>". although it may have made rrH)m 
for n»any comments, was let pass by the govcmment of the I 'nited Slati •< of America with- 
out remark, because it was at ihut'tinio verj' much engaged with exceptionally complicated 
domestic aflfairs and with foreign difficulties. Ihn since that epoch the United States have 
abolished slaveiy. Our atteution is st( adily fixed on tbe course of events in Mexico, a sub- 
ject which seriously affects the security of republican institutions on the Amcrtcati c)jntineut, 
with which we are aecuslomed to connect the so.i)iii( !i-i!e>ired tilferior conseqnencea of the 
abolition of all compulsory servitude, civU or military', iu the western bcmispbere. 

I am therefore oraered, Mr. Minieter, to bring the affair to your attention, and to say to 
you that, in the ojuiiion of my government, tho repetition of an expedition of Egv] !i.i"i t 
grois to Mexico would uot be regarded with a])provai, nor eveu without profoimd iui^uietude 
by the United States. 

I mu'^t also itiform your excellency that insfnictions of the same character have been sent 
to the diplomatic representatives of the United iStaiCvS at Paris und ut Constantinople. 
I have the honor to renew to your exceUenoy tbe assurance of my high consideration. 

. AgaU and CWUU General, 

CUAKLES IIALB. 

Hie Excellency Ciierif Pacha, 

ifiRMter qf fonign Affain. 

« 
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D. 

[TrADBUtion.] 

AQBKCY AND COHSULATB OEHERAL OP TfIC 

Umitei) States op A:^^ER1CA in Kr.vrr, 

Hotel des Amba$sadeurs, Cairo, I^'ocenibrr lit, \-^C>7i. 

Your Excellency : In submitting to you tho translation, hero enclosed, of a dfspatch 
from our minister at Paris, addressed to the minister of foreign afiairs at Washin^^ton, you 
will remlily uuderstand that it \b not precisely an o£Bcial communication that I make to you. 

I await your answer to my offiefal note of 90tli October, written under special instructiona 
from my government; nufttititin.' I niiike known to yon what has pnssfd. 

You wUl understand that i have only made mention to my govurumont of a new oxpedi* 
tion to replace the troops which are already in Mexico. The despatch of the 20th of Sep- 
tember, of wliioli our minister at Paris in the beginninpf of the letter hero encliKcd mid also 
at the end uiidi-r No. 1, wai of the same purport with that addressed at the same time to me, 
and which I communicated to vo«i under date of the 80tb October. I pray you especially 
lo take tidtt (tf the hmfruap'e < I my fjovi-rnment. 

I fth()wl<l Mkv to you that, whatever may be the rea-son, that whioli is necessary lo tranquil- 
lize public opinion with us would be to Icam that his llighnt-ss has been pleased to declare 
that be docs not intend to renew the expedition of Egyptian soldiers to Mexico. A replacing 
would bo considered as a renewal. • 

If you wish to muko a reserve in r^^;J)^•ct of your rights in tho inaniior of Mr. Drouyu do 
Lhuys, by saying thai the expedition is not abandoned, but that in effect it will not take 
place in consequence of intenor events In Egypt, I would be satisfied, but naturally a defin- 
itivi- aluuidoiiiju nt would give us great plea-sure. France, as I believe, would not make ob- 
jections ; with us iu America it would be considered as a fresh proof of the friendship of bis 
Highness, and by all the world It will be deemed a noble proof of his wisdom in the inter- 
ests "f Immanity, 

Provided that the service of Egyptiuu negroes in Mexico is not slavery, it mav be admit- 
ted that it is not at all afrreeable to the soldiers, as bis ffi(phne8S lold me with til firmkOMt 

possibli" in expressing tn nif his wi-di to change the men sent by othcrfl. 

I seize this ucca»iou to renew tu you the ussuruuc^ uf my high cousidorntioo. 

CHABLES HALE. 



E. 

[Translation.] 

Depabtment of FoRciiiN Affairs, Cabinet of the MiNi.-»Ti:n, 

Cairo, Novtmber ](>, 1865. 

Mn. CoN;t( >. General : I have just received your despatch of the 16th, and the tnuiala- 
liuu (if the document therein referred to. 

Fur the present I can onlv refer to our conTcrsatlon of this momlngln repeating that your 
despatch of to-day carries tno question into a new phA.«e, which the government of his Mn- 
jwty reserves to itself to examine. Meanwhile I restrict myself to sending you my u&ciul 
answer to your eateemed despatch of iiOth October last. 

Please accept, Mr. Consul General, the assurance of my high consideration. 

CHEBU* PACHA. 

Mr. Halb, Agna mmi Ceiml Osacfttl ^ lAs CTatlstf Stofes i/ JmsrsM. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Hale, 

No. 16.] DsPAiiTMSNT OP Statk, 

Wathutgtont November 27, 1805. 

StR: Tour despatch of October 27, No. 44, liaa been received, and yonr 

procof'ding?! in fnlfilinciit of my in.'itruction No. 13 are approved. We learn 
from Pariri that tlic design which is n'lVnKl t'» in that iiiptriiction conceminj^ the 
dijporuuion of Nubians in Egypt to ticrve under llie launch ii.ig iu Mexico will 
not at present be czecnted. 

1 am, sir, your obedient Bervant, 

WILLIAM H. 

CiiABLKS Halb, £sc[., 4^., Sfc., Alexandria, 
22 D c ♦ ♦ 
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Mr, Halt to Mr. Seward. 

No. 48.] AOBNCY AND GONSULATB GENERAL OP THE U. S. OF AMERICA, 

Alexandria, Egypt, NorcinLcr 27, 1865. 

Sir: The Ardeche, French frigate, which brought hither French .«olilierj3 for 
Cochin China, Bailed out of the barboron the 24th instant, having taken ou board, 
according to all observationB and reports, ou\y the French Boldieis who had 
preTionyBly arrived from Cochin China, and had been received on hoard the 

^•evres, as mentioned in my despatch No. 44. 

The French soldiers brought by the Ardeche, of Avliich the number is stated 
as one thousand and fifteen, were embarked at Suez on the 15th for their desti- 
nation. 

GoDeral de Marquez, accredited hy Maximilian as Mexican envoy extraordi- 
nary and minister plenipotentiary to OonstaatiQOple* arrived at Alexaiidri.i on 
the 22(1 instant, and proceeded to Cairo, in company with Mr. Guiseppe Gogheb, 
accredited in the same way as Mexican consul general here, and also in com- 
pany with Mr. Dti Mava, the Spanish consul general, an old personal friend. 

I have not previonBlj mentioned that* on Mr. Goeheb's hoisting his flag here, 
<m the 2d instant, he sent to me, as well as to the other members of the consular 
corps, his circular intimating the day when he would be propnred to receive his 
colleagues. As I had met liim prcvioui^ly in private circle!:*, and also officially 
in his capacity as consul of i'ersia, (which commission he still retaius,) I sent 
him a private note to intimate that I could not aalnte the flag or make him an 
official visit, but that I hoped to maintain fiiendlj personal relationa with him. 
and official relations with him in his capacity as con.sul of Pernia. 

Both Mr. Gogheb and Mr. Debhane, my Brazilian colleague, are natives of 
■the East; they are estimable gentlemen, but naturally have little acquaintance 
with the governments whose commissions they hold, or with the condition of 
political society upon the American continent. 

I have thehonor to be, sir, very respectfoUv, yonr i bedient servant, 

CUAKLES HALE. 

Hon. WiLUA.M H. Seward, 

Secretary of SUUe, 
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TUNIS. 

Mr, Perry to Mr. Seward. 

No. 58.] United Statbs Consulate, 

Tknii, Dtcembtr 7, 1864. 

Sir : I have had occasion in one of my despatches to ."^peak of the sopport 
given to the cause of freedom, as opposed to glavory, by the otlicial Arab journals 
of Tunis. In another despatch I spoke of a formal interview between an Amer- 
ican slaveholder and one of the ministers of the Bey of Tunis, in which the 
former endeaTored to impress npbn the latter his ideas in regard to the adran- 
tages of slavery over free institutions. The Hoilem minister of Barbary appre- 
ciated the zeal and eloquence of this propagandist of slavery, but having a 
practical knowledgt^ of this institution, failed to be convinced by the arguments 
oflfered in its support. 

Though piracy and slavery existed in this regency for eentaries, they bare 
disappeared with the advancing light of civilization. The former was abolished 
in 18 IG, when three thousand Christian captives (slaves) were releaprd in one 
day; ibc latter was abolished in 1845, and on the 23d of January, 184G, Ahmed 
Bey, till II npou the throne, addressed a letter to the resident consuls, in which 
be empl } * d language to this effect ; ** Weareallfellow-creatnresof God, and as 
Sttdi have no right to enslave each other. I have long felt that human slaTety 
is cruel, and have oxortod raysolf for its eradication, and have given orders to 
my governors and deputies iu all my provinces that no human being be hence- 
forth recognized as a slave.'* 

That the aetnal Bey entertains similar sentiments I have ample proof. Diuv 
ing our interview with him, after some expressions on my part in favor of con- 
stitutiriiial liberty, he replied : " I desire to extend the liberties of my subjects 
as fast as thej' are able to receive them and he closed his remarks by saying, 
as \i for a delicate home thrust on me : "I see not how any just discrimination ' 
can be made In renurd to these liberties on the ground of color or race ; the 
privileges enjoyed uionld rather depend npon the intelligence and character of 
the snbjects." 

I now have the honor to lay before the department a more full, elaborate 
and authoritative statement of Tunisian sentiment in regard to the great question 
that agitates our country. It is a letter, already printed and circulated in the 
Arabic language, from one of the most n^pected and worthy men in this xe- 
gen<7. It explains slavery from a Moslem point of viev, quoting from the 
Koran and its acknowledged expounders, and showing from what motives the 

{iroclamation f<ir the abolition of slavery was finally issued. In writing this 
etter. General Ileussein, who has travelled extensively in Europe and is an ac- 
enrate observer, had distincdy before him here the terrible evils consequent 
upon centuries of slavery. He saw here labor degraded by having been for 
80 long a time roprnrflod as the spcct.-il and appropriat(» hnsino^f* of slaves; the 
public conscience deadened by familiarity with injnstice and wrong; the prin- 
ciples of liberty uprooted, and supplanted by those of slavery, and the country 
impoverished to a fearful extent. With such a sad picture berore him, be speaks 
his honedt convictions as a Mussulman and as a man, and in the name of human* 
ity exhort? Aim ricnns not to harbor an institution wliicli })roduccs such results. 

This letter cf<m« s Avith the highest s.inc tiont' of the country, and the appeal 
which is made at the couclui^iou, to Americans, is but the utterance of a common 
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aentiment in tbU region. GeDeral HensBcin's negro Bona, who wba pounced 
upon at Paris hj a chivalrotts eoutherncr, ntill sr rvrs as his confidential com- 
panion ; nnd slionld tlic pfnoral visit America, a* lie liopi s to do at tli'" cnnchi- 
sion nf onv pro-elavcry rrlit llion, tlic (juct^tion 1;^ a«kt d wIk- licr Bmia would be 

£rutc'clc-d in hid rights us a gcutleiiiau in lite graud opera ^saloons ui' America, us 
e waa at Paris. 

Very respectfttllTt your obedient scrrant* 

AMOS rEllRY. 

lion. William H. Skw ahd, 

Secretaiy of iSlatc, Was/iinijtany D. C. 



Translation of a letter on Tunisian slun ry. addressed to Mr. Amos I'erry, consul of the 
V.aited States of Aincrun at Tunis, first printed in the Arabic language and circulated in 
pamphlet form in the rrgency of Tunis by d'eneral llsawMM, fnsidemt i^ the munieipml 
eoancU oj the citu of Tu»%$ and major general. 

DjoUMADA EtIIAXNIA, l*.*"^! of the JJririra — {Sorfinher, l^iU, J. C. " 

Sia : 1 bavo been honored with a letter from you iu which juu state, that cotuiuc from n 
ooutttiy where liberty and slavery for a Viiof^ time existed and flonrished side by side, and 

where tliey urc .it jircM nt iiivnlvcil in u ilmfh strupple fi»r stiprnniacy. jdiifin'l inuny facts in 
the histury of Tunis culcululfl tu tlirt>w liglit on the legitiinato intiucnce of ilaso two antago- 
nistic principles. Yon aslc me to cxplnin Tunisian slavery, and to state what intluence it has 
exerted on otir institutions, and whellior onr poojilo rogrct its abdiittnn or rejoice thereat. Yon 
forther wish to kuuw whether our exucricuc-c is fuvuruble to ijorvilc and unpaid labor, or to 
that which is free and paid, and whicn the Tanlslan coTcmment prefers as tbo basis of its 
social fabric, fireedom or slavenr. 

1. Here is my rei>ly. And I will first spoak of slavery as modified by our laws and of the 
causes which li'il to its ubuliiiDn in this rc[,'t'ncy. 

Our government, like all Mussulman governments, is a theocracy, and lin adminiatration 
is conseqnently based npon laws wbicn are in their nature both civil and religious. The 
Mu-snliiiiiii n lipii iii tolcrnti's or permit«i sla-^-i-ry; and tliis if does bcrjinso slavery is an insti- 
tution anterior tu tbe three revealed religions, Mosaic, Chridtiau, and Mohammedan. In the 
lime of Jacob, the Israel of God, the robber waa doomed to suffer slavery for one year as a 
punishment for his crime. Our religion substituted for the year of boudiige cutting off the 
nana at the wrist. But it must bo remarked that our religion authorizes slavery only on 
soeh conditions and under such laws as are very strict and diffiralt to be observed. One of 
these conditions is, never to injure or tyrannize over a slave. Nay, a slave who is ill-treated 
is declared thereby frou. The words of the Prophets are: "Every slave ill-treated is free 
smo/ssfo.'* There are in our religious boolcs innumerable precepts enjoining upon masters 
tne exercise of benevolence toward their slaves; and the last words of our I'ruphet, on whom 
may the grace of God rest, were these : ** I commend to yon prayer and your slaves." He 
used to siiy hIso: "The men whom you possess are your brethren; it is God who has .'•ub- 
jected thorn to you. Now ho who has one of his brethren under his subjection should let him 
eat the bread of whieli he partakes, and should clothe him as he clothes himself, and should 
not over-\vnTk him." Oman Ben Alkatab, the pecond of the Califs, used to go ©very day 
where slaves were employed, and when he found any of them over-tasked, he diminished 
their tasks ; nay, more, he went every Saturday to where beasts of burden were found, and 
if any of them appeared to him over-loaded, he orfh red that their burdens be lightened. 

It is a fact that our legislator infused into our laws the spirit of liberty, profiting from the 
least circumstance to favor personal freedom. Thus, if a master, by chance, let drop a word 
declariiif;- one limb (for example, tlio arm) of his slave to be free, the law declares the wholo 
body tiierebv frce<l from bondage. One of the eight objects for which expiatory alms are to 
be employed, as explained in the Koran, is the ransom of slaves. Thus we are hound to em> 
ploy a partof our contributions for charity in purchasing slaves, with a view to their freedom. 
To be released from an oath inconsiderately taken, to atone for the crime of homicide and for 
the non-observance of a fast, aud to be exonerated from the izhar,* the freeing of slaves is 
the prcsciibed means. Nowj if the freeing of slaves had not been regarded by our lawgiver 
as a meritorious act, he would not have devoted to it the expiatory o&iings otherwise given 
to the poor. Another proof of the liberal tendency of oor laws to the recompenso <miBred 



• The izhar is the state into which a husband falls by the hasty utterance of a word, which, 
aeeording to the &loslem law, makes it a sin for him longer to live with his wifil. Thus, for 
instance, if he says to his wife in u fit of passion, *' I shall not touch you any more; if I do 
teav it be as I touch mv mother or my sister," he umst either divorce his wife, or, to live 
with her, imist atone for that iucon.siderate expression. By comparing his wifi» to his mother 
or his sister he loses hia marital rights. 
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to tbo«c aWio tVte Hitir slaves. Thus it is writtua: "If a Muiisuliiiau free u Mussulmao 
slftTet 0<k1 shiill rc'leem fruin the firo of hoU as maoj limbs in tbe body of the former m 
there are in tbe body of tbe latter." 

Now, since all these conditions and laws were difficult to be obsen'ed when our faith was 
yet lively and vif^orous, how muoh more ditliiMilt must they bo iu these latter times, when 
our faith is chilled and our zeal reprcsse*!. And the eualavemont of negroes, who are so 
difibrent from the whites in their instincts and character, rendered the obsenranee of theae 
nih-^ still more diflicult. In fact, quarrels often occurn <1 lu ir lu twn n tk grors and their 
masterSf which had uo other cause than the natural repuguance and antipathy that exist be> 
tween the two races ; and these qaarrels were a source of nnhappineas to slaves and of 
offence to mnsterR, oileo gMng oceasion for the Uttter to violate the laws enacted for the well- 
being of the former. 

Swveiy becoming worse with time, at length attrHctcd the attention of the Tunisian gov- 
ernment, which fin;illy mlvised, as a nulu iil rcim'<iy for tlic existing evils, the romjili tc .'iho- 
litiou of shivery iu tho regeucy ; for when a master could no longer treat his slave witli tbe 
kindness prescribed by our laws, the shivo had to be eitlier sold or freed from bondage. The 
former conrae was scarcely a remedy; since the slave sold only changed masters, and the 
evil was liltely to be repeated. The latter course was effectual and final, and hence its adop- 
tion by our goveruuRut. The act of fuiiincipation occurred in the month of Moharram, 
I2&i of the Uogira, (A. C. Iti45,) during the reign of Ashmed Bev, of blessed memory. 
This prince addressed a letter to the religious tribunals on that occasion, in which he says : 
"It has beeu jir^vod to us in a manner be\ynd (puHtifm that our people are incaijabli- of 
holding neffroes as slaves iu accordance witu the conditions prescnbea bv our laws. We 
have, tnereforo, deemed it necessary, in order to ameliorate tbe condition of these unfortunate 
being;;, to abolish slavery nlt<n„'( rir r. We have been influeuoed in adopting this measnre by 

some political considerutions, ' Arc. 

The political considerations hero alluded to can be interpreted In different ways ; but in my 
opinion our Ittmented sovereign bad in mind the principles df-monitrated by tlio gri'at politi- 
cal ecouuaiisLsof ourage, that those countries where free labor exists, to the exclusiuii of that 
which is servile and forced, are thereby rendered more prosperous and happy. One of our 
distinguished writers and religious dignitaries, in a document issued to induce all those under 
his charge to comply with the requisitions of our late sovereign, employed tbe following 
language : 

" O, generous souls, hearts full of compassion, your law is on the side of liberty ; holding 
men as slaves is a misfortune and a disgrace ; Init God, who is the author of our beinpf, can 

cbuugc order of things, making slaves masters and musters slaves." 

2. Another of your inquiries relates to the influence of slavery on our institutious and to 
the sentiments entertained liy our people in regard to its abolition. 

Since the holding of men in slavery was found to be urither necessary to s!ip;)!y the com- 
mon wants of lile, nor nct-dful to tho well-being of society, such a practice was, iu general, 
abandoned here without pain, if not cheerfully; and now, after nearly twenty years of ex* 
perience, I am satisfied that tliis clirxiige is not regretted. And why should persons well to 
do iu life, who have at htJii t the well-being of their fellow-creatures and tbe improvement of 
their countiy, regret liberating their slaves, when they can have in their stead the service of 
free men 7 And nere tbe satisfaction of such persons was enhanced by their religious con- 
victious that they would be rewarded before God in the final abode. But if there were per- 
sons who at first were distmlM 1 hy the altolition of slavery on account of changes introduced 
in their mode of service, or by reason of their selfishness and avarice leading them to prefer 
what was present and near to what was fitture and remote, these persons were at length con- 
soled and tfitisfied, learning by experioiK l' the u lv.uita^es of frei> and paid labor ovtr tluit 
which is servile and onpaia — advantages which are appreciable alike iu the light of reason 
and of general experience. Those who had employed slaves and eoold not aflwd to emplov 
free servants readily rr iurnod to the order of nature, which is the best, doing their work with 
their own hands, 80 us tu have the, least possible need of their fellow-creatures. Indeed, 
when a person gets used to ]mn^ served by others, he often becomes inculpable of performing 
even tbe simple t duties of life : tor man is more a slave of custom rxiid habit than a follower 
of instinct. To gratify various wants of his existence, he is obliged to depend somewhat 
npoii th"^)' around him; but in proportion as he is thus dependent, it is dilleult for him to be 
gratitied, and those things for which he is most dependent on others are most difficult for 
him to get. 

Mankind may be divided in respect to labor into four classes. The first cla^s comprises 
those who attend to their own business in person, working, and in general puttia|; forth their 
utmost efforts. They perform the largest amount of labor. The second class comprises those 
who are out at service and are paid stipulated wages. Not puttinjr f' rtli, in general, tneirutmost 
efforts, they perform a smaller amount of labor, and though iuvaluable to society, aie as a 
whole inferior to the first class. The third elass comprises those who work by compulsion 
find without pay. To this rluss belong sbiv an 1 li Mi'liiirii. Their inducements to labor 
being small, their amount of service is also small, and their rank as a producing class is very 
infanor. The fourth class comprises those who work neitlier for themselves nor forothar ^ # 
people. They are tbe lasy and idle, whom God hates. Regarding labor aa tbe part of slates 
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and slavihli people, they woxild shun the verv suspicion ot bt lonfring: to Mu-h c lass. Vet 
these persons, who stand lowcjit iu the scale of tho political ecouomistand in the diviuo order, 
may not W lost beyond reuH ilv. They nisiv Ik; benefited by sceinpf \]w-t<' of more intelli- 
gence and elevated stntjon pt i toriiiin^ the offices which they reg'urd with disdain. The idle 
and lazy need to bo ni'p'« d nud encoin tiered by persons of influeiico and aathoti^ lo^pQfSiM 
the pntli of i!M fiilnes9. Man is more disposed by nature and the lijjht of reason to love and 
do piMjiI tlmn to approve and do evil. He is pronipted to evil by his lower or animal instincts; 
bnt as ft man, or rather a.s a reasonable being, he aspires to that which is good, and when he 
finda a physician skilful in overcoming the infirmities of bis nature, he is put in the best 
moral condition. It is when men are tbus treated and helped that gmeml prosperity is 8e> 
cured ; mutual a.ssistancc is afforded in the various occupations of life ; al! lifnuls are employed 
for a common good; the sources of wealth are developed, and the country is enriched. It 
is thus that those conntriM are more pro8{)^uB where liberty e^ts to the exclusion of 
slavery, than where slavery exists to the injury of liberty and labor. The cause of this dif-. 
ference seems to me clear. The amount of labor voluntarily perfonned by free men is far 
greater than can be forced from wretched slaves, and is at the same time intinitely more sat- 
isfactory and advantageous to society. 

3. It is my belief also that as liberty, unharmed by slavery, exerts an influence favorable 
to the material prosperity of a conntiy, so it serves to elevate the character and seutimonts of 
the people. There can be no permanent prosperity without justice, and justice results from 
freedom. If freedom be destroyed tyrauny takes its place, disregarding the claims of justice 
and injuring the best interest,s of society. There can be no doubt that the prevalence of 
freedom tends to the elevation of the character of men, by leading them to reflect and reason 
in reipiTd to general principles and their application in life. Men breathing the snirit of free- 
dom are clrvatcMl nvA < iimiijlcd thcioby, and are lc«s likely to contrac t certain bad habits, 
such as vulgarity oi munneiY, vauity, priUo, and the like passions which often predominate 
in slave masters ; Ibr by habitually dealing with slaves tnese latter persons onen beeome 
liaughty in spirit and imperious aifd ovorbodring in manner. Xay, they often learn to regard 
other men. especially if they arc black, us they regard their catUe. {jlavcs seem to them 
scarcely ehivated above the brute creation. 

In illustration of what I have hero j^aid, I will state an in i Ii nt rf hlrli T was a witness. 
During the carnival of 1856, I went to the grand opera at I'aiis witli a young negro. I bad 
been in the saloon but a short time when an American gentleman sprang upon my compan- 
ion, and, trying to seise him by his clothes, cried out with rage, "What is this negro doing 
in the saloon Avnere we are? When has a slave ever been permitted to take rank with hi* 
masters The poor negro, not understanding what the American was saying, wa-s aston- 
ished, stupefied at the scene. I immediately approached and said to the American, "Be 
calm, my friend; wo are in Paris, and not at Kiehmond.*' Meanwhile, attracted by the 
noise, one of the guardians of (ho tlit atrc hastened to the scene and informed the Aiiii ricua 
that French laws give uo preference to g«nitlemen on the ground of color or race, but much 
honor to character. Li fine, the poor negro was detive«ed from the clntebes of the Ameriean, 
not by tlie clearness of his white cravat and yellow gloves, bot by the splendor of truth and 
the justice of freedom. 

4. To return to our subject: The Tunisian government, dimming it needful for the harmony 
of society that slavery should be abolished, oiiacted the law of emancipation, regardless of 
the proptiecioii of thpse who maiutainod that slaves did not wish for their freedom, and that if 
emaodpated they would prefer to return to a state of bondage. The poet says : 

"Sore oyc« shun t!it* ll?;ht of day." 

" To the »ick, puru water ofton has a t>ad tatte." 

Bnt the instances of freedmen repenting that they were not agi^n slaves oecnrred only im- 
mediately after the act of emancipation, when these poor creatures were thrown suduetdy 
upon the world like cattle loosed from their stalls. Theywore ignorant and uuite unprepared 
for the exigeucies of their new life of flreedom. Bnt now tliat they liave baa expwieuce, we 
find none of them with the slis^htcst inclination to return to a life of slavery. 

Ilut passing by this objection, that falls to the ground of itself, I turn, in couudusion, to 
address mvself to the people of your country. 

O, inhabitants of America, ye are like that nation of w hom Omar Tlcn Elaas, the friend of 
our Prophet, on whom bo the grace and blessing of God, said : " They are the niost compas- 
sionate people iu times of war and domestic trouble: the quickest tO recover from misfor- 
tunes; repulsed, they return to the charge; to the poor, the orphans, and the feeble, they 
are most cbvitable ; and against the tyranny of kings they arc most valiant." Such is the 
story of your char»icfer; and since ( Jod has jtcrmitted yon to enjoy full personal liberty and 
to manage your civil and political affairs yourselves, while many other people are deprived 
of sueh disttngirished privflegee and blessings, it would not tarnish ttm lustre of your crown 
to grant to ynnr tiavrs, as an act of gratatndc im llm favors God ha- hrstnwcd on yoti, such 
civil righUs as ore not denied to the humblest and meanest of your citizens. You aro too far 
advanced in civilization to imitata the example of those who, with bandaged eyes, ever turn 
in the same circle under the preti-xt of fcdlowing in the footsteps of tin ir lallu rs. Humanity 
invites you to eradicate from your Constitution all that can give couuteuauce to the principle 
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of slftvorv. Pity tho slave. GckI loves the merciful amon? hig worshippers. Be tben j» 
merciful to those upon earth, that Ue who is in bearea maj bo merciful to yon. 

In conelading tms letter, Honsieor Ia Cmi^iir Qmeral, permit roe to expreu my pro> 
founde,st reg^rets for the war that afflicts and aaddeilB joux laiia,aiid mjtendeieatSjnnpntDiea 
for the slaves there doomed to sufffr. 
Ton will pleaae accept the assurance of mj distinguished consideration. 
Written witii hia pemluible hand bjr the poor before the more v seat of hi» God, 

GL. HEUSSEIN, 
JKi/»r Otnanl and PwUent tftkg MwHeipgl Cmmcll qf Tktdt, 

Mr. Amos Perry. 

Consul of the United Stales of America at Tunis. 



Mr, Perry to Mr. Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No. 60.) ITnitbd Statbs Gonsolatb. 

^ Tunii, December 17, 1864. 

Sir : The B<>y of Camp, who is the presumptive heir to the throne of Toiiis, 

set off from the Bardo on the 15th instant witli an army of eif^ht thousand men, 
composed of infantry, cavalry, and artillery. He is to collect taxes from the 
▼arioui tribes in the regency, extending his visit as far as the Gerced, and be 
is to be gone one year. Sneh haa been the ordinary way of raising a revenne 
for many years past. Last spring the usual Tisit of the Bey's rereniie agents 
was prevt'nt«'(l by tlip rebellion. 

The report of a battle between the Bey'a troops and tho robels, near Kef, 
reached here yesterday. This difficulty occurred with the tribe that commanded 
the rebeUios, by killing several of the Bey's most important officers. 

The French consul made another visit to the Bey on the 10th instant, and as 
he held out hi^ hand to the Bey the latter kept his hands firm in his side-pock- 
ets, as if not s( rinj^ tho conHul'.-i movement. Tiiia was probably done as a return 
for the consul's previous act of di.srejjpect to the Bey. ♦ * » ♦ 
I am, sir, Terr respectfully, yoor obedient servant, 

AMOS PEBRT. 

Hon. William II. Seward, 

Secretary of StaiCt Wa*hingloH, D, C. 



• ^ Mr. Perry to Mr. Seward. 

No. 66.] United States Co.nsllate, 

Tunis, March 18, 1865. 

Sir': I have the honor to report that the annual receptions by the Bey on 
Ae Little Byram have passed off with nnnsnal harmony and good will. 
The Arabs in the interior appear to be completely snbdued, and peace exists 

throughout the regency. * 

Prince Arthur, third son of Queen Victoria, has visited Tunis this week, and 
was received and entertained by the Bey in a princely manner. 

I am authentically informed that the cabinets of England, Austria, and Italy 
have expressed to the French cabinet the desire to come to a full understanding 
in rcgfard to the status of Tuni.'t. The French cabinet has replied in each case 
that this was an unfavorable time to dincn^'s the Tunisian question. 

The new French consul continues to pursue a couciliatory course towards 
the Tuni^ government. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AMOS PEBBT. 

Hon. William H. Sfward, 

Secretary of tStulCt Washington, D, C, 
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. Mr. Ferry to Mr, Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No. 68.] Unitbd States Consulate, 

Tunis, April 29, 1865. 

Sir: The new? of the downfall of Riclimnnd was brought here from Malta 
on the *JOth instant, by the commander of a Swedish eloop-of-war, and wa.s by 
him communicated to the Bey. The Bey seized the occasion to cougratuhite 
me on this event. The news Boon epread, causing mncli excitement anff general 
aatisfaetion. Large numbers of natives and foreignen have eonght entrance 
into this consulate, for the first time during my residence here, to felicitate me 
* on thi'' event in our history. The address of Secretary Seward, delivered on 
the 3d instant, has been printed and circulated in the Arab language. 

The army of the Bey, commanded by the presumptive saoeesBorto the throne 
of Tunis, which M here last autumn to make a tour of the regency, has this 
week returned to the capital, enriched, it is said, with some millions in gold, 
and loaded with the products of the country, taken from the various tribes. 
While the Bey's treasury will be replenished by this act, his future resources 
will be diminished and the industry of the country discouraged. Such preda- 
tory excursions seem to be regarded as the legitimate exercise of governmental 
authority. It is an accepted maxim here that the masses can he controlled only 
by keeping them poor. 

The visit of the Emperor Napoleon in Algeria seems to cause some discussiou 
about the affairs of Tunis. No good understanding has yet been reached among 
the high powers of Europe in regard to the politiciu status of this regency. 

respectfully, youT obedient servant, 

AMOS PEKRY. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sew ABU, 

Secretary of State, Weukington. D, C* 

P. S. — The Bey has to-day reviewed his troo])6, and given a gold medal to 
each of his superior oflicers and a silver medal to his subordinate officers and 
privates. The effect of this presentation is said to be excellent. The zcisl and 
fidelity of officers and soldiers are kindled anew, and the moral and physical 
condition of the troops is represented to be unusually good. 

The prevalence of a strange and cruel rumor, of whose truth or ftlsitj I have 
no knowledge, may illustrate the excitability of the Tunisian populace in regard 
to American affairs. " Peace proclaimed in America and President Lincoln 
assassinated at Bichmond." These have been the words bandied through .the 
city from noon to night. Ghreat numbers have flocked to the door of this con- 
sulate to ascertain tlie truth or falsity of this report, and the dragomans were 
instructed to say tflat the consul has received no reliable information relative to 
the matter in question. The names of Pre.*i(leiit Ijiucoln and Minister St-ward 
have, by recent events, become almost well known to the populace ut Tuuia 
as those of the Bey Mohammed and his minister Sidi Husta&. 



Mr, Ferry to Mr, Hunter » 

Mo. 70.] Unitbd Statrs Oonsulatb, 

TumtSf May 13, 1865. 

Sm : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on the 11th instant, of the 
two circulars of the 17th of April, ISC') — one circular giving a statement relative 
to the assassination of our lamented President and the attempted assassination 
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of our honorable Secretary of State, and the other circular naming the insignia 
of moBniiiig to be adopted by those sntjoct to the ordon of the department. 

All the national vessels in this harbor had their flags at half mast tlircc days, 
commencing on the 8tli instant, in honor of our lamontod President, and within 
an hour after receiving your circular (on the 1 1th instant) circulars to the same 
effect as yours were in the hands of ail my colleagues, and the flags of all the 
nations lien represented were hung in monming. Last week each of mj col- 
leagues did himself and our nation the honor to call upon me with exnressiont 
of Horrow for our deceased President and wounded statesman, of indignation 
against the ncrpetrutors of tlio^c crimes, and of congratulation upon our glorious 
victories and our prospects of peace. 

I deem it inadTisable to trouble yon with detailed aeoonnts of the tntereetand 
sympathy m\s akencd in this place by the recent (?vent8 in OUT country. The * 
Uey's niinidlcr has replird to my circnLir with toudiin;:; oxpre^.-^ionH of horror 
and sympathy. My colleagu<\H have, mu.st of them, written me U>n^ and inter- 
esting letters. A delegation from the Italian Masonic Lodge of this city waited 
npon me yesterday with an address, a copy of which I herewith enelose. 
I have the honor to h^ sir, veir respectfuUv, yonr obedi( ut s( t \ mt, 

AMOS PJilURY. 

Hon. William Hunter, 

Acting Secrctarij of State. 

(For enclosure see Appendix, eepaiate volume.) 



Mr. Perry to Mr. Hunter. 

No. 71.] United Statks Const late, 

Tu/ii.s, June 17, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to report a state of general tranquillity and good order 
in this regency. The domestic difficulties which were so serious last year seem 
to he folly overcome ; and though the cause of jealousy and misnnderstaoding 
between several European governments that have a special interost here are not 

removed, there are fewer indications of irritation and bitterness now than usual. 

A recent exchange of courtesies between the Bey and several European sov- 
ereigns has served to divert attention from the disagreeable scenes of last year. 
The Bey has recently sent missions to Paris, Stockholm, and Copenhi^n, and 
decorations and presents have been exchanged between him and these several 
cabinets. The Bey sent a delo«ration to felicitate Napoleon III, at Bona, week 
before last; and there ngain a lot of decorations were exchanged, and reports 
were brought back of most cordial relations. 

The Bey's portrait for oor government is now completed, and other presenta 
for the Plresident and Secretary of State are spoken of as iu a state of prepara- 
tion. Though a mission to America is not yet formally nnnounced, it is s[)(iken 
of as a settled plan of tlie government, and 1 am wnitmt; an announcment of 
the time and details. Our government is to be felicitated by the Bey on the 
abolition of slavery and on the establishment of peace, and the Bey^ minister 
has requested me to inform him when the peace is reiitored in Texas as it is in 
the other States. I know the idea here is that whenever the mission take* 
place the American consul should accompany it. The mission may 8et out 
within a few weeks, or it may be deferred lor some months. But to avoid em- 
bamssing the Bey's well-intended eiTorts, I beg leave to suggest that if the 
mission to approved by the department, a conditional leave of absence be 
granted me at once, together with the authority to leave some snitable per.«on 
charged with the duties of this office during niy absence. I have specially in 
view for this charge the consul general of Sweden. 
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I may say that a r p interest is hero maiuTe?tod for tbe life, health, and 
long service of our experii uced " prime minister," kSccretnry k^eward, and of our 
new President. Tlic war and the recent tragic scenes have served but to com- 
mand additional respect for our goTerament and heighten the interest in onr 

country. * 
• ••••••• 

Tlie Ik'V is, I believe, sincerely interested for the abolition of slavery and for 
the establishment of peace in America, bnt in his expressions of iuteresi. he 
evideuthr avoids any expression that might prove distasteful to his neighbors. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servaatf 

AMOS PERRY. 

Hon William Hi .ntkk, 

Acting tccrctary of Statc^ Washington, D C. 



Mr. Ferrjf to Mr. Hunter 

No. 7S.] Unitbd States Coxsllate, 

Tunis, June 24, 1S65. 

Sir : The Bey has this day funmilly annonncf <1 h]< decision to send an envoy 
to Washington with his portrait and with his felicitations on the abolition of 
slaveiy and the establishment of ]ieace. Tho Bey expressed the hope that I 
would deign to accompany his envoy ; to which delicate invitation I expressed 
a willingness to do all ia my power to gratify his Uighness. I stated that I 
could go only with the consent of my government. I assured his llij^hness 
that my government would do its utmor^t t ) gratify him, but that nearly two 
mouths would be required to communicate with it. Ue said his envoy would 
be ready to leave in three or four weeks, but could not well go without me. 

As the telegraph is now complete from here to the continent, by way of 

Sicfly, and as time is important, I 8\iggcst that a telegram be sent from Paris 

as early as possible. The expense of a short despatch does not exceed eight 

francs. If leave of absence is granted mc, I will consider myself authorized to 

make the best arrangements possible for the discharge of the duties of this 

office during my absence. 
* « * * * ♦ * • 

Vety respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AMOS PERUY. 

Hon. William Hlnteu, 

Acting Secretary of SUtttt Weuhimgioih D» C. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Perry. 

No. 14.J DkPAII TMI'NT OF StATF, 

Wa.s/ti/ig(on, Jult/ 27, 18G5. 

Sir : Your despatch No. 72, of June 24, has been received. In it you an- 
nounce that his Highness the Bey, having detennined to send hither an envoy 
for the purpose of presenting his portrait and his felicitations to the government 

of the United States on the abolition of slavery and the restoration of peace, had 
expressed tlie desire that you should accompany his envoy. The leave of ab- 
sence which you ask for that purpose is hereby granted. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Amos Pbbby, Esq., 4[c., 4c*» 4v>t TVntr. 
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Mr, Perry to Mr* Seward* 

No. 75.] Unitbd States Gonsvlatb, 

TimUt July 29, 1865. 

SlB : I bave the honor to acknowleil;:^c the receipt of cireular of May 15, 

togcthfr with cO])ics of twu ])roelaTn itious by tlic I'lfsiiltuit. 

The announcfiintnit on my j)art that our cmiUry it? now on a peace footing, 
80 far as. regards ils relatioas to foreign nations, drew forth from the Bey and 
his mmiater warm expreMions of gratitude. 

On the 23d instant Admiral YelTerton» of tlie British navy, arrived in tlie 
harbor with a large iron clad war-vessel, as a (<pecial commi^^sioner from the 
Queen to invest the Bey with the Order of the Batli. On the 27th inptant the 
ceremony of investiture was performed in the hail of state at the Bardo with 
great pomp, and in the presence of a niimeroiui assemblage of Tunisians and . 
foreign officials. 

To-day a camp, or army of the Bey, has arrived at the Bardo, and its officers 

and soldiers have received their medals of honor. 

The departure of the mission for America is delayed somewhat by the tardy 
arrival of the English admiral with the Order of the Bath. The plan seems to 
be for the sane envoy to thank the Qneen of £ngland for this decoration and 

then to proceed to America with the portrait for the President. The time for 
the mission to set off has not been yet deBnitely named, thongh it will probably 

be in the course of two or three weeks fron^ this date. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AMOS PERRY. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary cf State, WasAingtoih D. C, ^ 



Mr, Perry to Mr* Seteard, • 

No. 77,] United Statks Co.\si;latk, 

Tunis, August 30, 1865. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that all the arrangements for the de- 
parture of the Bey's enyoy, with the portrait for the Ptesident, seem to be 
completed. The chief of this mission is General Otman Hashem, who belongs 
to one of the most respectable families of Tunis, and has had considerable ex- 
perience as a diplomatist. He has been the chief personage sent to Madrid and 
to Constantinople, lie is to be accompanied by two aides -dc-carap and by an 
interpreter. One aide-decamp has the rank of colonel and the oihet of lieutenant. 
Tlie general and one aide-de-camp speak only Arabic The interpereter and one 
aide-de-camp speak French, Italian, and Arabic. 

ScptcjTihrr 3, 1SG5. — The mission is thus fiir on its way to America. The 
Bey's portrait is a cumbrous article, and has to be sent first to Marseilles, and 
then by grand sjwd to Havre. We are to pass over Mount Cenis. As i-oon 
as I know by what steamer and what day we sail from Havre or Liverpool, I 
shall write. 

The Bey, in his last interview with me, expressed the desire that we should 
return to Tunis as speedily as possible. On our arrival at New York or Boston 
we shall have to rest three or four days before proceeding to Washington. If 
we go by way of Halifax I will telegraph from there ; if not, I hope I may find 
some expression of yonr wishes at New Yorkt This will be the first time that 
any member of the Tunisian government has ever crossed the ocean ; the visit 
is purely complimentary and diplomatic; the stay in America will be short. A 
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plcnsniit welcome on the part of oar goyeroment and people will do us no harm. 

On the contrary, there are diplomatic and commercial consideration?, as well as 
those which jH-rtain to civilization, that i^(;em to iii ' to fivor a very cordial re- 
ception oil our part. The red caps of tluvse Tuuisiaus will attract attention, 
and tliey have snfficient dignity ana intelligence to command respect. I shall 
tel^aph the department on my arrival. 

Venr respectfaUy, yonr obedient senrant, 

AMOS PERKY. 

Hon. William H. Sbvvard, 

Seerefari/ of Siaitt Waskinglon, D, C7. 



Mr, Perry to Mr, Seward, 

No. 78.| Paris. Srptvmhrr 13, 1SG5. 

Sir : I have tlie honor to report our arrival here. We desired to sail as early 
as the 16th, but are delayed by the difEcultics in securing berths. We bare 
finally engaged passage in the Persia, which will sail htm liverpool on the 2dd 
instant. 1 beg to recommend, with the sanction of onr minister here, Mr. Bige- 
low, that the collector of our port at New York, or some other suitable pennon, 
be named to receive the Bey's envoy on his arrival at New York, and to con- 
duct him to Washington in the course of three or four days. The envoy may 
thns Teceive informu official attention, and be gratified and instructed at the 
same time. If these Mussulmen ever attain civilization, it seems to me likely to 
bo done through the lip:ht of our institutions. Our mode of treating religion 
m^ shock some of their prejudices, but it cannot enconnter their hostility. 

Tl#e envoy informs me that he has two letters from the Bey ; one ia addressed 
to the President and the other to Mrs. Lincoln, and he is directed to deliyer 
them both in person. I presume the Bey supposed Mrs. lincoln to be in 
Washinptoi). The rTu oy is also instructed to express the gratitude of his sove- 
reign that thf lift ot our distinguished Secretary of State is spared for the ser- 
vice of his country and the world. 

Two of the party 8peak Frendi and Italian, but I am the only one that tries 
to use the English 1 ui;;uage. 

The portrait was forwardi d by express and expenses paid as far as Havre, 
and I have requested our consul there to forward it l»y a Cunard steame r to the 
care of the collector in Xuw York or Boston. We le ivo to-morrow for London. 
Very respectfully, 

AMOS PERRY, 
United StaUe Consul at T^ie, 

Hon, William H. Seward, 

Hecretarji of Slate. 



Mt . Pfi I y to Mr. Seward. 

Xo. 79.] Stbambr PjiftSiA, NBAR Nhvv York Harbor, 

Ercning of Octohrr 3, lsG5. 

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival on our coaat of the Tunisian em- 
bassy, accompanied by his aide-de-camp, secretary and servant. Enclosed are 
literal translations of three letters that are in the hands of General Haehem. 

They are copied Stthject to th'^ influence of the torbnlent waves. I/etter No. 1 was 

first broujj;ht to my knowledge on the ocerin. Tunisian appreciation ot our 
country and its rulers, though expressed in tiowery laugoage, may be regarded 
as a reflection of European sentiments. 
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Our plan is to rest in New York two or three clay?, and then proceed to 
"NVa^liinp^ton. The portrait is> on boai'd the ship. It will afford me pleaauro to 
receive iubtructions from the department as soon as possible. 
Very respectfully, 

AMOS P£BBT. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Swreiary of Slate^ WatfiingUm, 



No. 1. 

[Literal translation from the ArtiMc] 

Pruise to tlu- only (Iml : To thp pxci'llonc}- of liim w lio h:is pivon distinction to tlif iniuistrv, 
who has at the eame time ordereil and directed its utluirH ; to the excellency of him who is 
the g'lorjr of eminent ministers ; whoso renown is universal, and whose character and services 
are above all praise — Monsieur William H. Seward, minister of state and of foreif»^u affairs 
of the United States of America: may ho always be the head of tho ministry and the director 
of eminent men. Rcnderinfr duo honor to the distinfrnished office and to tho hiph character 
of your ezoelloDCf , wo make known to you that bis UighnesSi oar august sorereign, ceases 
not to entertain for your goyerament an tbidln^ and eyer-increaiiinif rriendship and regard, 
the cause of which is, your admirable condm t an 1 your uohle |)olicy. His Highness has 
received the news of tlio re-ostablishment uf uoace and trau^uillity in your groat country. 
This newt bas afforded bbn nnmeasnred satisfaetiott; and sinoere friendship makes hfm 
share with you tho plensiire consequent upon this happy result and pm if event. 

To this end, then, his Highness sends to your government the houurablo, tho beloved, the 
^leet General Otmai! Ha-shem, to express to the President his shiceie felicitations, and also 
to express to the President the heartfelt grief which his Highness experienced at the death 
of the lamented President, Abraham Lincoln, which sad event wounded all our hearts. Wo 
pray God that this may be the end of trials and misfortnnes to yoar beloved country. His 
Highne«? nNo sends with his ambassador his portrait, tosamas ftsawrenirof hisfiriendship, 
-OS stated in his letter. « 

His Highness looks with confidence to your excellency to aaaQgefbraaagneablaiecaption 
K>f bis envoy, General Hasbem, by his excellency the President. 

We take this occasion, also, to inform your exoellenej that we have Ibnnd fn the eondnet 
of him who is distinguished among his colleagues, Mr. Amos Perry, consul of your govern- 
ment at this court, the best disposition to maintain and strengthen tbo bonds of friendship 
wUch vntta our two gorenimenls. His eonrtcsy and hoiforabTe bearing merits and rweives 
the approbation and the best compliments of his Highnes'?, our august Hoverelgn. We make 
this statement to bear our testinjony to a worthy representative, and to show tluit your choice 
iisUs only on meritorions men. 

Written by the poor beforo his God. 

MUSTAPHA, 

JS»jor OtmgMi, Prime Mi»i$l€ramd Mmitter of Foreign Affairs 

of his Highnas the Be§ 4ffTktn$, 

Tunis, tho 7th Rabi el tami, 12o'2— A. C, Angnst29, J8C5. 



No. 2. 

[Liters translation from the Arabic] 

IVaise to the only God: To the excellency of the emine nt i)er»onage whose merits are cele- 
■ bruted and whose renown is nniv<>rsal like the light of the sun which cannot bo hidden from 
tho day ; to the excellency of him who is the glory of great men — the cream of men of dis* 
tinctioo— and whose Tirtnes are above all praise, to our friend Andrew Johnson. President of 
the United States of America, may he always be exalted, and may his days be ever pros- 
.peied. 

Hayhig rendered dnehenor to the elersled rank and to the eminent oharaeter of your 

exrelleney, wo inform yon that we have hnarJ the ngii' riblc nr '.vs of tlu" fruitful victory 

gained by your government, and of thccousecjuentrC'OsLablishmentof pe<il^e and tranquillity 
1 yonr great countiy. This news has rejoiced us beyond meesnre, and has awakened our 
wannest sentiments of grntitti'le by reason of the crcat and sincere friendship which unites 
ovrtwo govornmente — which friendship has been befjuealhed fo us as a heritage by our an* 
• eestors to l>econa stronger and stronger fbiever. 

Wo were the more cheered by this news by having shared in the grief of tho American 
, people in the loss which they experienced in the death ot tlieir lato i'rcsident, Mr. Abraham 
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Lincoln, a loss which we keenly f -It. This grief woultl have remained uuultoniblr fixed in 
our hearts, but fur the news ut the re-estublishinent of trauquillity in yo\xx coixuiiy, which 
news comes to moderate and assoa^e our affliction. 

We de-^ire (o present to your excellency, and to your people, OUT best compliments, with 
expressions of coiiduk'm.f iu ynnr affliction and sorrow, and with expressions of felicitation 
in your prosperity and joy. We despatch our envoy, the honorable, the lieloved, the elect, 
our son, GeueralOtman Uashem, to bo the interpreter of our sentiments iu the presence of jour 
ezcetlencf and In yonr country. We send at the same time with him our portrait, to l»e a 
souvenir of our friend.^hip. 

May Uod preserve ^our excelleuc^', uud per^tiiale tlie liappiness and prosperity of yourself 
and m yam illnstrions nation. 

Written !)y liiiii v:]\n liiis for your cxi-fllcttcv tlic liifjlicst consideration, the slnvr- cf" hia 
God, the Mooshr Muhamiuod Ksiiudck, iiubhaw iiev, uoiiscsiior of the Kingdom of Tuniii. 
The 7tb BabI ol tatni, im, A. C, AngtutS9, 1^ 

(LOCUS aiOILLI.] 



No. 3. 

(Literal tran^>]ation from the Arabic. ] 

l*raiso to the only God : To llu' ludy fur w hum we pray God that he would save her 
from trial tuid affliction, and protect her iruni dtinpcr* and sorrows both by day and by night ; 
to her who iiidiftisguislied uutong ladies of distinction, the cream of derated personages, and 
whose virtues an ahove aU praise — to Madam Abrahon ldncolii->maj God shield her firam 
evorj' ill. 

AcknuwU ilijint; the honor due to yourelevated character and position, we desire to express 
to you the pain inflicted on our heart l>v' the sad death of vour beloved husband. Uow cruel 
this fate, and how deep the wound Inflicted by this terrible event * All hearts are pnt in 
mourning. The news of this catrastophe both plunged us into affliction and overwhelmed us 
with consternation. It turned our eyes upon the distreaeod of this earth, and our spirits were 
troubled. 

Apiiiii-t death all effort is vain, an 1 nir sole remedy is to resign himself to the decrees of 
the Great God, and with Him to seek cunsolution. May the Great Uod then grant you patience 
and resignation, increasing your worthiness in proportion to the keenness and dopth of Toar 
afUction and |>uin. May ile order that this be the last of your trials, and that joor daya 

become long years. 

Written by him who has fur you the highest consideration, the slava of Us God, the Hoo« 

»h< :• ^Inlifiiumed Essnil k, l{;isiia\v IJey, possessor of the Kingdom ofTonls. 
Tunis, 7th liabi el tauii, 1'^::':.', A. C, Auglut ltfi>5. 

(L.8.J 



TANOIEBS. 

ifr. Hunter to Mr, MeMlath, 

No. 14.J Dkpartme.\t of State, 

Wathington, November 7, 1864. 

Sir: Yonr despatches, Noe S3 ancl S4, the latter dated the Ctb ultimo, have 

been received, and the course pursaed by yoa concerning the subject to which 
ihey refer, tht* rrrction of the new liglit-hon?e on Gape Spartel, is ap]>rovod. 
Pursuant to the rtquest contained in your No. 2li, n full power is berewitli en- 
closed authori^sing you to treat upon a footing with the representatives of other 
foreign powers at Tui)gi( rs with regard to the maintenance of the sud light, 
&C. Notice of the time of ilhiminHtion which Iind Ik cii agreed upon, the lath 
ultimo, V ill be communicated to the Ligbt-hoiue Board, and will also be dulj 
made public. 

I am, tiir, your obedient servant, 

W. HUNTEB, 

Aetntg Swreiary. 

Jessk U. McMatu, Esq., ^t:., Tangiere. 
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Mr. McMalh to Mr. Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No. 25.J GONQDLATB OF THE Umted Statrs of Aherica, 

Tangier, Morocco, JuJy 8, ISG-*). 

Sir; I have the honor to ackiiowh'dge the receipt of your despatches, Nos. 
13 and 14, dated August 2o aud November 7, 1864, respectively, the latter 
contuniog tBe foil power authorizing me to treat upon a footing with the rep- 
resentatives of other foreign })ower8 here with regard to the maiutenance of the 
Cape Spartel lijrht, &c. Circular letter dated 12th September last has been re- 
ceived. I had expected before this date to be prepared to forward the treaty 
to the President, but, as I informed you in my despatch No. 23, dated 2d Sep- 
temher last, the Moorish minister for foreign affaire was ordered near hla Majesty 
the Sult^in, then at Rabat, and at this date has not returned to this place, al- 
though his Majesty left Rabat about six weeks since for Fez, the ancient capi- 
tal of this country. We are daily expecting the return of the minister, and on 
liid arrival no time will be lost in completing and forwarding the treaty. I can- 
not preeome, however, that it will he forwaraed in time fbr tue President to snh- 
mit It for ratification to the present) nor, perhaps, the extra session of the Sen* 
ate that will probably be convened on or about the 4th of March next. I have 
been informally advised that ten powers will unite in maintaining the light, &c. 
The maximum sum fixed for the maintenance thereof is fifteen thousand francs 
per annum, fifteen hundred francs to each power, equal to $285. May I sug- 
gest that an appropriation be asked from the present Congress for that amonnt. 
By the regulations of the light^hotise council the cost of maintenance on the 15th 
of August last, two months previous to the illumination on the 15th of October 
last. For the present the expense is paid by the Sultan, but it is understood 
that tlie treaty powers will reimburse at the earliest moment after the compIe> 
tion of the treaty. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect and esteem, >our most obe> 

dieut servant, 

JESSE H. McMATH. 

Hon. William H. Sbwaro, 

Seeretaiy of State. 



Mr. MeMath to Mr. Hmter. 
No. 26.J Consulate OF tub U. S. of Ami- rip a 

FOR THE EmI'IRH ()F MoROCCO, 

Tangier, May 4, 1SG5. 

Sir: The lamentable news of the assassinadon of his, excellency Abraham 
Lincoln, President of the United States, leaehed this consulate bj telograph, 

via Madrid, on the 28th ultimo. Thi.^ intelligence has prodoeed the most in< 
tense feeling of sorrow in the minds of all our population?, nativo and foreio;n. 
The event is so astounding that it is with dilHculty I can bring myself to real- 
ize its occurrence, or estimate its consequences. The blow is sudden, horrible, 
and irretrietable. Never has a mnrder heen committed more momentous in it^ 
bearing upon the time. A nation mourns the iii< stiniahle loss of one of the 
greate5»t and purest statesmon that over lived. lie dies surrounded with tlie 
brightest halo of glory that has ever crowned the labor of a statenman, and hin 
work will survive him, and the greatest victory of liberty aud humanity will 
not have been won in vahi. I am, as yet, without details which can give me 
• 
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tlie Bligbtest ul( i of the cause of so grave an event. However, it seems difficult 
to snppoi'o tliat a crime committed on the President bad not been dictated by a 
political motive; and I may say this crini*' is not only odious but useless, for 
Providence will not fail to raise up worthy successors of hiui who has fallen a 
martyr to libwty, humanity, and conetitiitional government. To mj bleeding 
and gp*ief-8tncken countiy I ofSet my sincere sympathy and condolence. 
This consulate has gone into monniing for thirty days. 

Immediately upon the receipt of this distressing news I informed my col- 
leagaed tliat, as a mark of respect to the illustrious aadAiufortunate deceased, 
Ftesident lineoln, the flag of the United States would be displayed at half mast 
for a period of tlirec days at this consulate, and stated that un this mnumfiil 
occasion I would be pleased to sec my flag accompanied with those of tlioir re- 
spective nations. To this each of my colleagues assented; and at the same 
time expressed their sincere sympathy and condolence for the great nalioaal 
loss sustained in the untimely death of his excellency President Uneola. I 
have also communicated this sad intelligence to my vice-consuls on the eoasti 
and have requested them to di.^j)lay their flags at half mast for three days, and 
request their colleagues to accompany it with tlioj^o of their respective nations. 

The melaucholy news of the attempted assoBsinatioa of the honorable Secre- 
taiy of State» and his son, the Assistant Secretary, reached me one day later 
tluui the former. Since then I have been advised by the latest news from Lon- 
don that there ia a probability that both liiay recover from the wounds inflicted 
upon them. I sincerely hopo and pray to Almighty God that both may be 
speedily restored to our common country, and to each my sincere sympathy is 
oifered. 

In profound grief for the events which have taken place, I have the honor to * 
be, Tenr respectfully, your obedient serrant, 

JESSE H. McMATH. 

Hon. William Hvnter, 

Acting Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 



Mr. McMath ta Mr, Hunter, 

No. S7.] G0N8ULATB OF THB U. S. OP America 

FOB THB Empibb OF Morocco, 

Tamgierf Majf 15, 1865. 

Sir : An incident has occnrrod at Tetuan which has caused a great sensation * 
in this country. The facts which have come to my knowledge are as follows : 

It appears that, according to an ancient custom, an old Moorish soldier acted 
as guard in the Jewish ouarter and was paid out of the Jewish communal tand. 
This post had not been nUed for four months, owing to the illness of the present 
guard. Some weeks previous to the 3d ultimo the Bashaw sent a message to 
the Jewish representative committee, claiming the guard's salary. The com- 
mittee, in their turn, requested the liaahaw to relieve tliem of the expense, as 
the services of so old a man could well be dispensed with, seeing that Uie post 
had not been filled for four months. Moreover, owing to the late dearth conse- 
quent oil a p<'vcre winter, the funds of the community were already in arrmr. 
and tlu y \v( r*- not able to afford this charge. The Bashaw said nothing until 
the 3d of April, when he summoned to his presence the committee, composed of 
twelve persons. He told ihem he had received peremptory orders from the Sul- 
tan to place Ave soldiers as guards m the Jewish quarter instead of the one they 
formerly had, and to put in irons and send to the presence of the Sultan, at 
Meccanez, those members of the committee who were Mooiish subjects, w hili* 
those who were under foreign protection were to be banished from the country 
for the alleged crime of having rebelled agabst the Sultan's authority in n^using 
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to keep the old Moorish guard. The vice-consuls were i-cnt for to decide which 
of the memben were under their protection, and they selected eight. Th'e re- 
uiaiaing four were immediate^ put iu irons previous to being 9«nt to Keeeanes. 
Whereupon the vice-consuls energetically protested against banishing any per- 
sons under their protection, and appealed against the imprigonnn rit of the four 
Jews. After oxpoBtulations with the Bashaw, the vicc-cousuls obtained from 
bim the promiie that he wonld poistpone sending the persons to Meeeanes for 
three <lays, that they might write to their chiefs in this city and obtain a reply. 
On the aflair becoming known at this place no time was lost in drawing up a 
collective note, signed by all the foreign repre.-entativci?, and addressed to M, 
Bargaah, minister for foreign aflairs, protesting, in the name of justice, against 
the arbitrary and tyranmc»l measure adopted. This note had due weight with 
the Moorish minister, who answered that be would order the Bashaw or Tetuan 
not to send the Jews to Meccanez, promising, also, to release them from theur 
irons. Three days having, however, elapsed without niy of these promir^ef 
being carried into effect, the British minister, Spanish minister, the consul gen- 
eral of Portugal, and myself, not to bo misled by promises, again took steps 
with the Moorish minister, which resulted in the removal of tlie chains from the 
prisoners and their transfer from their dnngeons to more conlbrtablo quarters ; 
and hopes were entertained that as soon as the Sultan was made acquainted 
with the attitude of the foreign representatives his Majesty would order the men 
to be put at liberty. But bet'urc the return ol the courier from Mcccanez, the 
gashaw again transferred the four Jews to their former dungeons. Thereupon 
each of the foreign representatives, except the minister for France, on the 28th 
ultimo addressed a note to the Moorish minister, demanding, in the name of jus- 
tice and humanity, that tlie lour persons be at once set at liberty ; that if the 
four were guilty of any crime their colleagues must be eq^ually guilty, and that 
steps had been taken by the vice-consuls at TetuaE to bring the eight persons, 
foreign-protected, before a proper tribunal for trial ; that after a careful exam- 
ination of all the facts and circumstances in the case, they had been adjudged 
not guilty of any offence, and therefore, as no further or stronger proof could be 
adduced against the four Moorish subjects who were imprisoned in irons on a * 
similar charge, justice and humanity alike demanded that they at once be set at 
liberty; and I am glad to say this demand was at once complied with, and the 
four persons are now at liberty. 

One of the eight Jews was American-protected — being the clerk of our com- 
• rnercial agent at that placo— one Austrian and six Spanish-protected. The 
latter were' brought to trial before the Spanish consul at Tetuan. My agent was 
ordered to be present, as well as the vice-consuls, and after a careftil and impar- 
tial investigation the Spanish proteges were pronounced innocent of the viola- 
tion of any law. My agent reported the evidence and finding of the tribunal, 
and I ordered him to take no steps against our protege. The proceeding on the 

Sart of the Moors had its origin in a fanatical hatred for the Jews, and I am of 
ie ophaion, iVom many curcumstances connected with this transaction, that the 
order for their arrest and imprisonment emanated firom the Moorish minister, and 
that the Si;l(:m knew nothing of it until the arrest was made and reported to 
Majesty, who at once sent his order to the minister here to release tlie Jews. 
The Sultan is well disposed towards this part of his subjects, but his officers, 
wishing to show their an^ori^, fbequently manofacture the most unfounded 
accusations against them, and impose upon the Sultan by representations that 
bare no foundation in fact. 
I trust my action in this affair will meet the approval of the department. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

• JESSE H. MclCATH. 

Hon. WiLMAM HUNTBR, 

Acting Secretary 8iaie, WMingiaih D» C. 
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Copy oj the noU to Mr. Bargush, referred to im the previous despatch, 

* Tasoieb, AprU 3, ]d6o. 

Tba collective opinion of the roprcscntativea of foreign powers in Morocco upon the 
measturo adopted by the iiashaw ot Tetuan againist certain respecublc Israelites of tliai citj, 
eoniuels, and Tiews, ooCDmnDicated on this subject to Sedi Mohammed Bargash : 

From the official reports of the vice-consuls at Totuau, it appears that the Ba<haw of that 
city has arrested some members of the Israelite community, with the oxc«'piiuu of those who 
are foreign-protected. Thej hava been charged with irous, and are to he carried to Mec- 
cane?.. Tins severe measure has no other motive than that those Israolitf^ have refu.>e'^ 
some mouths siiKc to accent nnd pny, according to usage, a caid for the Ismi-lite quartfr of 
that city. Moreover, the liashuw threatened the membfrs foreign-prot»x;ted of that comnui- 
nity to expel them (torn the empire. We protest energetically against this last measure, 
which is contrary to ezlsttniir treaties. 

The nnih'r.'<ignt'd desire to make known to his Maje'^ty the Sultan th-- cnic' manner with 
which his sovereign order has been executed. If ail the accused are colpable, the under- 
flig;ned are disposed to do justice concerning tho complaiut against the members foreign- 
protectt d ; hut as to the otlitT members who arc in irons, the uud'irsigned consider it an act 
of unqualified cnielty to leuve tiieni in this dreadful situation until they be sentenced upon 
a canso in which these Israelites should all be equally bound. In consequence the iuiaer« 
signed dtMiiaud, in tho lirst |>Iace, that the persons incarcerat«'d be freed tVom the irons until 
the bulLan shall be able to t;iki' iuto cousi<it ration the cause of their otieuco, and make knov\Ti 
what shall be tlieir condition in order not to inrur this misfoirtaiia. Tho nndersirnu-d, per- 
suaded that the f^ultau, in his jti'-tice Mini wi- ioui, dt slres to prf»sen'0 friendly relations with 
Christian powers, consider it tlair duty to ii.torui his Chei iliiiu Majesty of the acts of cruelty 
which hare been perpetrated in his name. All are desirous not to see the authority of tiie 
Sultan set at naught ; and they cannot help to inform him of certain energetic obsorrationi^. 
that, undoubtedly, by the exa^;^i>:ated zeal of his agents, a general cry of indignation 
from without may occur by a neglect of huinauity. which is completely in Oppoailioii to the 
character for justice and generosity of his Mtyesty Sedi Mohammed. 

£. DBLUIN, 

Consni General for Betginm. 
F. MEBBY Y COLON, 

Jfiatster for Spain, 
JESSE n. McMATH. 
Consul General for the L'nited States. 
AXitEB D'AOUIRE, 

Minister for Frutue. 
J. H. DKUMMOND HAY, 

Minister for Ofval Britmin. 
A, VERDINOIS, 

Consul General for Italy. 
JOSfi CALASCO, 

CoKsiU Ckneral for FortmgsU. 
6. B'EHBEMHOFF. 
Om$tU CkmnU /sr Aooisii mtd Nvmay, 



Mr, MeMath to Mr. Bargaak, 

Consulate of the United States of AMRRtcA 

FOE THB EHPIRB or MoiKM ( n, 

Tangier, April::-, IHl'), 
Hill : The undei signed, prompted no less by the feelings of humanity than by a sense of 
justice for unoffeudiug Moorish subjects, is constrainod to call the attention of 'the minister 
for foreign dfluir-; to the very grave conduct of his Majesty's authorities with reference to th<i 
cruel treat nu ut of the four aged and re,si)ectable Israelites again couliuod in a ioathaome 
prif^on in Tetuan. The drcimistances ot tho arrest and imprisonment of those peisona ue 
already well known to your excelirnry. It will also be borno in mind that the churp-o pre- 
ferred against them was also made against eight other Israelites, equally respected, tiie latter 
being foreign-protected. I am officially advised by tho vice-consul of tho United States at 
Tetuan, who was ordered to be present and report the result of the iuquiry of guilt against 
the laiaelites Snanish-proteeted, /ind who were ijnpartially tried before the Spanish tribunal 
■tthlU place, tliat till u' wii-; uo evidence tending to criminate suid .Spanish proteges, and 
therefore they were Uismiased. This, then, leads me to the couclusiou that the lour Isvaeli tea 
now imprisoned are innboent of aaj oflbnca against his Majesty '« authori^, and their con 
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tinucd imprisonniMit upon nnfonnded charees will prove, if prrsistcd in, highly scandalous 
to tlie Moorish L'overnment, and provoke the imlignatiou of the friends of hunianity through- 
out Europe uud Aiuorica. Therefore, I demand that said Israelites be at ouce sot ut liberty. 
■ I arail of th« oeoMdom to asinm jwu exceUency of my bicli consideration uud regard. 

JESSE H. McMATH. 

His Excellency Sedi Mohammed Bargasb, 

HiM Mijutft Mimiaur for Fortign Agmn. 



Mr* McMaik to Mr, Seward, 

[Extract] 

Ko. 31.] Consulate of the United States of AMKuirA 

# FOB the Empire: op Mubocco, 

ToMgier, October 7, 1865. 

Sib: *♦*♦** 

I prasatnc the United States consul at Gibraltar has advised you of the ap- 
pearance of Asiatic cholera at thnt jilace. It appeared there in July, but did 
not assume an epidemic form until about the 2.5th of Aiif^rnst ; and during Sep- 
tembejc the mortality reached thirty per day, in a populaiion of twenty-five 
tlioinuuid, tM and nulitary. It is now declining gradually. I am glad to state 
np to this time it htm not appeared either in this city or on our eoaat; and as 
the rainy season has commenced, it is not probable it will visit our coast this 
year. On the 25th of Augiist our board of health, (composed exclusively of 
the diplomatic corps,) by a vote of four for and three against, cut the commu- 
niettion with Gibraltar, and thus prevented the Eugligh government supplying 
the garrison widi bnlkeks from tma empire. By reason of tiiis meaflare* her 
firitannie Jiiyeety's minister withdrew for the time finmi the board, and reported 
its proceedings and the vote of each member to his government. The French 
minister being one of the four, a few days since I was informed confidentially, 
by her Britannic Majesty's minister, that Earl liussell addressed himself to 
we French goTemment» and asked that instmctiont might be given to the 
Fkendi minister to co-operate with her Britannic Majesty's minister, and on 
questions touching pupphVp for Gibraltar vote with the latter. To-day the 
board opened communication with the garrison, and established a quarantiTie of 
observation of six. days on all vessels arriving from that port. Ou thid measure 
tlie miniBter for Fiance voted with the English nunister. In conse^ nence of the 
adoption of this liberal regdation, the Spanish charg^ d'aflEaires ad tmterim with- 
drew from the board. 

It affords mo pleasure to inform you that our relations with his Mijesty the 
Sultan contiuue to be of the most friendly and satisfactory nature. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JESSE H. HclfATH. 

Hon. Willi A.M H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, Waehingtoh. 
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MEXICO. 



THE OCCUPATION BY FBENCH TROOPS OF THE HEPUmC OF MEXICO. 
AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A MONARCHY THERE. 

Mr, Dayton to Mr. Seward, 

No. 442.] Paris, March 25, 1864. 

Sir : Mr. Drouyn de Llmys informed me yestonlay tliat the lilgotiatioii for a 
loan in behalf of ilaxiinilian, as P^mperor of Mexico, had been completed on 
favorable terais, and that he would sail for Mexico on Sunday next. 

I regret to learn by the commuuication you eucloged to me that the power of 
Mexico IB still further enfeebled by faction and division amone themselTes. 
There is nothing in the present condition of thing.s there to jueti^ a hope that 
the rcpiiblicana of that country can successfully meet the French invading force, 
aided by factionists at home, and any action at pre!*ont in that direction by the 
United Stated would be sure to embroil us with Fiance. We cannot, under 
exi.sting circumstances, afford a war with France for the Quixotic purpose of 
helping Mexico. "Sofficient nnto the day is the evil thereof." 
I am, Bir» yonr obedient servanti 

WILLIAM L. DAYTON. 

Hou. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of Slate, S[c., i^x., <^r. 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Dayitm. 

No. 625.] Depart MP NT of State. 

JVasAiffgton, Apni 7, lb04. 

Sir : I have received your despatch of March 25, No. 442, which informs me 
of the completio^i of the loan to the Grand Duke Max!mili8n» and of his antlei* 
pated embareation for Mexico. In order that yon may understand the condition 
of affaurs in diat eonntrf, as fully as they are understood here, I have given yon 
a copy of a commnnication which has lately been received from oar consul at 
Matamoras. 

I give you also, for your information, a copy of a note which has been receired 
from Mr. Geofipoy on tiie subject of the protection whieh was extended to the 
consnl at that place by Major G^eral Heron, and of my au^'wer to that paper. 

This correspondence embraoo? ?nme other incidpntal (iubjcctf^. It i? proper to 
say that Mr. Geofroy proposes to ctunnnuiicate to me a statement of another 
distinct subject of complaint, in regard to proceedings on the fioutier, under in- 
stmctions from Mr. Dronyn de Lhnys, ang that I have engaged to bestow due 
eonsidefation upon it. 

I pend you a copy of a rf'?olntiou which passed the IIou?o of Rfpre?ontatives 
on the 4th instant, by a nnanimous vote, and which declares the opp«K-«itiou of 
that body to a recognition of a monarchy in Mexico. Mr, Geofroy has lo^ no 
time in asking for an explanation of this proceeduig. 

It ia hardly necessary, after what I have heretofore written with pofeet can- 
dor for the information of Fr&nce, to say that this resolution truly interprets the 
unanimous sentiment of the people of the United States in regard to Mexico. 
It is, however, another and distinct question, whether the United States would 
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tihiiik it necessary or proper to express themselves in the form adopted hy the 
Honae of Representatives at this time. This is a practical and purely executive 
question, and the decision of it coQ^titutionally belongs, not to tho Houpo of 
llcpreeeutatives, nor even to Congress, but to the President of the United 
States. You will, of coarse, take notice that the declaration made hy the House 
of Repiesentatives is in the fonn of a joint resolation, which, before it can ac- 
quire the character of a leg^islative act, must receive first' the concurrence of the 
S^'unte, and, secondlv, tin- approval of the President of tho United States; or in 
case of hy dis.sent, the renewed assent of both houses (jt Congrc??, to be ex- 
pressed by a majority of two-thirds of each body. While the Fresident receives 
the declaration of the House of Representatives with the profound reepect to 
which it is entitled, as an expression of its sentimsnti upon a grave and im- 
portant subject, he directs that yon inform the jr*^vprnment of France that he 
does not at present contemplate any departure from the policy which this frovern- 
ment has hitherto pursued in regard to the war which exists between France 
and Mezieo. It is hardly necessary to saj that the proceeding of tiie House 
of Represoitatives was adopted npon soggestions arising within itself, and not 
upon any communication of the executive department, and that the French 
government wou|d be seasonably apprised of any change of policy upon this 
subject which the President might at any future time think it proper to adopt. 
I am, sir, yonr ohedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

WiLUAM L. Da^tok, Esq.* Sfc^ ifc^ ifc. 
Accompaniments: 

Mr. GeofroY to Mr. Seward, April 3, 1864. 
Mr. Seward to Mr. Geofroy, Aprfl 6, 1864. 
Resolutions of House of Ilepresentatives, April 4, 1864. 



Mr. Geofrof^ to Mr. Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Lboatio.n of Fkancb to the U.mtkd States, 

Washington, April 3, 1864. 

Sir: As I have had the honor to inform you, I have trauauiitted to my gov- 
flmment the doenments which yonr ezeelleney snhmitted to me, on the snQeet 
of die affiUr at Motamoras. The doenments can scarcely have reached Paris at 

this moment 

While awaiting the answer they will occasion. I ihU morning received a 
second despatch from Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys, pointing to new facts on which I 
shall have the. honor to confer with voor exeelleney on the etdiest day my 
iMshh wiU permit me to go oat; hnt there is a point which seems to he of im- 
portance to hring immediately to yonr notice. It would appear that on the 
Bews of the events of the month of January last, General Bazaine took the 
nwasurea necessary to protect, in the direction of Matamoras, the Mexican ter- 
ritory against any furtlier invasion. Whatever may be the opinion we may 
fonn upon past events, you will comprehend, sir, how necessary it is, to avoid 
all complication in the intare, that General Banks, and the officers serving: un- 
<ier his orden?, may be again called to the ?tnct observance of the instructions 
given the 23d November, 1SG3, from your excellency's department. 

1 should not, either, leave you in ignorance that the French troops must also 
lisve heen direeted to Sonera, where, according to reports, more or less founded, 
^ very coneiderahle nnmher of emigrants from California must lately have dis- 
embarked at Guayraas, and have e?tal)lished themselves in the coa&tiyin virtue 
^ giants which were made to them by the ex-President, Juarez. 
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The mission of onr forces is to prevent, in Sonora, all these takings of fUicit 
possession, if they be reallj attempted ; and, in any case, the lawfiiineea of 

conccspinns wli'ch f^liall linv^' t manatod from Juarez will never hr admittf^d. 
Your excellency will probably judge proper to make tbi.-? known lo American 
citizens who might allow themselves to be drawn into such specalations. 

I s^e this occasion t9 renew to your excellency the assamnees of my high 
consideration. 

L. D£ GEOF&Or. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, lfe.t 4^., Sfc 



JtTr. Seward to Mr, Geofroy. 

Department op Statb, 

WathingUm, AprU 6, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to admowledge the receipt of your note of the Sd 
instant, in which yon inform me that you have received a second despatch from 
Mr. Drouyn de Lhuyp, pointing to new facts in relation, as I am left to infer, 
to the proceedings which took place at I^Iatamoras in the case of Mr. Pieixre, the 
consul at that place, and which have been made the subject of recent correspond 
ence on your part with this department I shall with pleasure receive the prom- 
ised information, when the state of yonr health shall bo such as to enable you to 
visit mo, and I sincerely re^et tue cause by which such a visit is delayed. 
Since my last note to you on the Matamora? atl'air was written, I have loarncd 
that General Cortiuas, with his forces, is certainly adhering to the government 
of the United States of Mexico. In view of this iket, it is not now apparent to 
this government that France, being, in our vif . only a belligerent in Mexico, 
and having no forces at or near ^latamoras when tlio transaction in regard to 
the consul occurred there, can reasonably expect explanations concerning it 
- from tiie United States. « 

Yon Inform me in tiie note now before me that, on hearing of that transaction, 
in January last, Greneral Bazaine took the measnres necessary to protect the 
Mexican territory-, in the direction of Matamoras, against any further invasion, 
and you puggest that, in consequence of that proceeding, Major (JiMieral Banks, 
and the oihcers serving under his orders, may be again called to a strict obser- 
Tance of the instroetlons whic)ii I gave to that general on the 83d of November 
last. Passing over the words '<fiirther invasion," as an accidental assomption of 
a fact which this government has not conceded, and is not yet prepared to con- 
cede, I liave had no hesitation in informing Major General Banks of the purpose 
of General Bazaine, and enjoining the Ujiited States general to a strict and faith- 
' All obsorance of the instructions of November, which require him to forbear 
from any form of interventioii in the war between France and Mexico. 

Ton uIbo inform me In yonr last-mentioned note that Frendi forces have been 
directed towards Sonora, and you bring to my knowledge rumors that a very 
considerable number of emigraIlt^» from California have lately disembarked at 
Guaymas, and have established themselves in the country in virtue of grants 
whidi were made to them by Pftsident Jnares, whom von describe as ex'preel- 
dent. You further state that the mission of the Frencn forces is to prevent, in 
Sonora, tlie taking possef>ion of r ^tntes under such grant?, the lawfulness of which 
yon Hay -will never he ndmitterl, and you suggest to me the expediency of 
making this information known to American citizens who might be disposed to 
allow themselves to be drawn Into such speculations. 

Whfle I appreciate the finmkness and the good will which tiie Emperor's 
government manifest in thus comnitmicating it? views and purposes on the sub- 
ject mentioned, it nevertbelces remains my duty to eay that this govenuneut 
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has loog recognized, and stiU does continue to recognize, the constitational 
goyoAment of the United Stntc!? of Mexico as the sovereign anthority in that 

OOnntry, and the Prrsidont Benito Juarez as its chief This g:ovommf'Jit at the 
same time equally recognizes the condition of war existing in Mexico between 
that country and France. We maintain absolute neutrality between the bellig- 
erents, and we do not assume to judge, mnch less to judge in advance, .of the 
effect of the war upon titles or estates. We have no knowledge of such an 
emigration from Califoniia to Sonora n." you have described in your note. But 
if such an emigration has taken place, those personal who thus einigratc will, of 
courae, be regarded as subjecting themselves to the authority and laws by which 
the rights of citizens of Mexico are governed ; and whfle it seems nnnecessaiy 
tor the President to assnme that such emigrants wiU claim the protection of this 
government for any estates, of whatever kind, thr v may attain, or attempt to 
attain, ill Mexic ), it would certainly be premature to attempt now to decide 
upon the validity of such claims. 

Peacefhl emigration from the United States is entirely free from restraint or 
inflncnce of the government. Emigrants themselves are generally weU informed 
conceniinfT their right?. Under these circumstances, any interference of the 
government concerning such emigration would be as inexpedient as it would be 
without precedent. The case would bo different if the act of emigration was 
attendea with preparations and purposes hostile to Mexico, or to either helliger- 
ent party, or to any other nation, and, therefore, incompatible with the laws of 
the United States, or with the law of nations. It is believed that the govern- 
ment of the United States has sufficiently indicated the views it must take in 
such a case, if it should occur, which, however, there seem^ no immediate reason 
to apprehend. 

Accept, sir, the renewed assurance of my high consideration. 

WILUAM H. SEWARD. 

Mr. L. DB Gbopboy, 4^>f ^* 4^* 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Daytm. 

No. 728.] Departme.nt of State, 

WMmgUm, Decxmier 20, 1864. 

Sir : I enclose a copy of a resolution which yesterday passed the House of 

Befnresentatives by an almost unanimous vote, and may oe supposed to have 
been occasioned by the instruction of this depsitment to yon. No. 626, of the 

7th of April last. 

This morning I was visited by Mr. Geofiroy, who inq^uired as to the purport 
of the proceedmg. I answered that tiie views of the administration in regard 
to Mexico are expressed in the President's message to Congress at the opening 
of the nrasent session. 

1 am* sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

WiLLlA.M L. Dayto.n, Esq , S^c^ ife., Sfc. 



Mr. Seward to Mr, BigeUw. 

No. L] Department op Statk, 

* Washington, December 21, 1SG4, 

Sir : 1 enclose for your information a copy of a despatch of the 12th ultimo, 
No. 208, from Charles A. Leas, ei^., the United States commercial agent at 
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Belize, in rpgard to a recent proclamation of PrincM Araximilian affecting the 
British scttlcnifnt in TTr«nclura8, and relating also to other features of political 
aflfairs in that (|uurier and the West Indies. 
I am, air, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

John Bioelow, E^q., 

Charge d' Affaires of the United States. 



Mr. Uag to Mr, F. If. S$w*rd, 
No.. 2^.] UiirrED States Commercial Agency, 

Ddize, Xoremher 12, 1S64. 

Sir: Groat fxcitcir.' iit i- prfvniliii<r in tho commercial and official circles of Bolizt> in 
conseoueuce of the npix aram e iu tlu- Miieiia newspaper of au official nroclamatiou, under 
tbe oraers and by tbe autbority of the cniporor of MexioOk to the effect tnst the peninsula of 
Yucatan is, on and after the l»t of Octolri r lust, to ho govemo*! or presided over by tbree 
prefects, and to bp divided into three arrondis.xunu uts, one of which to bo designated as the 
arrondisscment of Mereda, tbe b>>niHlurics of which are to be asftdlowa: Commencing at the 
mouth of the Rio St. Pedro y St. I'ublo, on the Gulf of Mexico, and ranning up the centn 
of that stream to the Usumasinti ; uj) the latter to a point where the Guatemala district rf 
Peten is encountered; from thence along the lino that divides Peten from rfU.itcmala to tbe 
headwaters of the liver Sarstoon ; down the middle of the Sarstoon tc the gulf or bay of 
Honduras, and from thence alon^ tfie coast to the place of beffiniunff ; coin^ehendinff in 
this Intter nil the keys and i-liiii.l-; contiguous to the main land. The same proclamation 
provides, further, "that there uie a few lilDgUshmea located at the mouth of the river Belize, 
or Wallis, who have had the permission, under the tivaties with Spain, to cut wood, and that 
they nre not to bo molested,"^ moBiiiiig that thej ore not to be disturbed in thur wood*catting 
operations. 

Thus it will be seen that Maximilian has, by this proclamation, swept into his possession 
not only the district of country known as Peten, and which lias always been claimed as 
being within the legitimate jurisdiction of Guatemala, but the whole of British Honduras, 
with all the keys and islands, thus ignoring entirely the idea < ! I'.ritish aoTereignty. These 
people are feeling themselves greatly insulted, as being designated as a few English wood- 
cutters, and are mustering up a largo amount of bitterness of feeling against the emperor of 
Mexico, and, indeed, are prejiaring tor dire vengeance against him. All the old and new 
gdns, of a cheap character, are heiug purchase<^ with the view, I doubt not, to be sent for 
dfstribntilon among the In^ans on the Tneatan side of fhe Rio Hondo^ who are, and hrnn 
beeu for some years, not only hostile to the Mexican government, but in open reboUiOD, 
liavuig long since driven the Mexican authorities from the southern portion of Yucatan. 

Thonrii mneb real anxiety is being manifested amone the better classes in Bolise lest 
England wil!, without a ptrugglc, succumb to the demand and assnmption of Maximiliau, 
more with the view of shaking otf a dependency which has proved more burdensome than 
pn^table, than from any belief that the latter can sustain his claim either by force of arms 
or peaceable arblfnimcnt, yet I <Ioubt not that England will resist the claim of Mexico with 
great tenacity. The old .Jiplnii.atic battles will iu every case, I dou'iH not, Imvo to be again 
refought. I think I can see tlmt Maximilian is disposed to take up the case where old Spain 
left it, namely, after the defeat of General O'Neil at St. George's key, at the closo of the 
Pork and Doughboy war in 1798. If Mexico can evade or set aside her obligations as con- 
tained in her treaty with Great Britain of l~vJ(), the question then of plenary sovereignty as 
the result of peaceable possession will be fairly opened, and tbe first necessity then created 
will be to determine as to what lenrth of time should be considered sufficient, as between 
nations, to con.stitnfo a de facto claim; because, undoul)tedly. Englaml lia^; rrmained iu 
noaoeable possession of this colony since the year 17 U6, without any practical objections 
from any onarter, unless, indeed, it can be believed tlmt the treaties of 1809 and 1814 ro- 
vitalized tliose of 17h:5 and 17>"'G; and which, I think, might l)o believed without ninch- 
damage to truth. However, I think the question is probably destined to be one of a some- 
what vexed -and litigious character : and tbe greatest barrier, in my opinion, to Mexico'a 
claim will prove to be her treaty of ItiG. But as this whole imbroglio is likely to h*- some- 
what of the "dog-eat-dog" character, we have really nothing to do with it, paiticularly iu 
▼iew of the present arrangement of parties. 

These people evidently fisivc .i frrcat > r.rror for Spanish rule nn<l government, and from 
the intimations of some J lulor thai, ii iii»y are to be lorsaken by the British government, 
they will, with uplifted, suppliant bands, implore the United States government to receive 
them nnder her capacions wings ; and, indeed, some have interrogated me already as to the 
comse we win voxsna in ease England relinquishea ber claim to this colony, and my answer 
is ** Snffident Tor iht day is the evil thereof.*' When the question demands a solution at 
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ourhauds the p^ovcninuT.t of the Uni(f<l States will doubtless treat it as its nicrirs 1. man']. 
But all this seems to look like a veriticatioii of the prophecy which I N t utured to muko some 
months ap:o to the effect that the fuU design of Napoleou would not be consummated QOtil 
the New Mexican empire should bo made to comprohoiid tin- luu ii nt boundaries as jfoverned 
br Iturbide; uud, as a partial proof uf this hypothesis, we have cmly to loop this effort or 
liasdmiliac with the attempt of the late French consul at Galveston to alienate tlw State or 
Tens from the Americoa Union, and the case ia fast being made out. 

The name paper that contained the proclamation of Maximilian also contained a very in- 
flammatory article af?ninst !hf Kii'>li.sh soltltTs in Btdize, chiuj^np: them with having fur- 
nished munitions ot war to the Indians in ruhellion against the Mexican authorities : also 
colling seriooslj in question their rig^ht to occnpj this conntrj. There is eridentlj a hod 
statf of feeling existing on the part of the Mi xican population of Yucatan, or the authorities 
thereof, against the EngUsh in British tiouduras. Should you, however, find it desirable in 
the future to become thoroughly conTersont with this OQtire qnestion, so fiv as its historical 
bearings are concerned, I beg most respectfully to refer you to the manuscript which I had 
the honor to transmit tu the deuartineut some mouths a^o, and which, I thiuk, id a faithful 
histoiy of the country of Britisn Uonduias. 

A rumor reached this place a few days a^ro throng'b the newspaper-' th it Denmark ha<l pro- 
posed to dispose of her West India possessions to tho govemmi-ut ot the United States; 
and in a conversation with the governor the day following, I mentioned the fact of such a 
report being cuiTont, when he promptly replied that it would be the very best disposition 
that could bo made of them. Whether or not ho meant what he said is another matter. 
This afternoon I afjain met the govenmr, while taking his usual aftemoou's ride, when he 
stopped me, inauiring the news. I iul'ormed him that information had just reached me that 
the Florida luM been captured by a United States rnnboat, and immeoiatelj the convenw* 
tion changed to the proclamation of Biazimilian. Ho said frankly that Groat Britain \v( itld 
never rwnqnish the colony to Mexico ; that the opinion ia gaining popularity in England 
tint it is not politic to hold so many dependencies ofe so great a oistancet and hence, if it 
shoidd be deemed desirable to n'linquish this colony, it would be to tho pooplo fhemflolves, 
so that they might either manage their own afi'airs or seek such afiiuities as would best suit 
their taste; ana intimated, as he once before plainly observed, that the United States would 
be more puit»'d to exercise jurisdiction in Central America than Mexico. Believing thrit his 
norpose was mainly to seek my opinion upon that subject, I remarked that while Cuba, 
from many considerations, might bo desirable to the ^porenunent ot tho United States, yet I 
was ftilly of the opinion that an extension of our territory upon tho mnin IrvnJ would neither 
be politic nor wise; tiiat we now possess as much domain as could bo well managed hj one 
central power. But yet, nevertheless, the fact need not be disguised that wo do teel a 
great concern that theee Central American countries should have stamped upon them good 
stable governments of a republican character; and that we doubtless should not Ml to lend 
our full mural influence, upon all proper occasions, to bring about and secure such a result, 
bat that absorption, or annexation, is not any part of oar present policy. Though I n>oke 
thoB to the goremor as a man, and not by autnorfiv, and may or may not havo refleetea the 
national opinion, yet they are views I think highly cotLservafive, and will, at least, tend 
greatly to smother up previous jealousies and assumptions in regurd to our propagandism 
and cravings in Central America. 

I understand that the commandant of Ysnbrl. in Guatemala, has arrived here in conneidon 
with theproclamationr of the emperor of Mexico. 

With graat respect, I have tho honor to.he your most obedient servant, 

CHAS. A. LEA?;. 
United Siaies Consul (JeneraL 

Hon. F. W. Seward, AniiUnt Suntarg 8tau, 



Mr* Bigdow to Mr. Sevcard, 
[Extract.] 

No. 6.J Legation of the I'm tkd States, 

Paris, January 20, 1S05. 

Sir: During an iuterview which I had yesterday with his excelleucy the 
imnieter of foreign aflhiis, and after diBpo.sing of Bome matters with which I 
hare no occasion to trouble yon at present, a conversation ensued, which I deem 
it my duty to report to you — jmrt of it at Ins excellency's request. 

I took the liberty of recalling a remark which his excellency made to me at 
our first interview, to the elfect that the relations of France and the United 
Sutee weret as tuiud* ** friendly, though delicate— delicate." I aafced him if he 
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bad any special eonrce of anxiety in his mind when he made that remark, of 

which I or my gnverament might be ignorant. He said promptly, "Oh, no: 
♦ nothing. I only roferrcd to the perplexities growing out of our neutral position." 
"No," he added, "if there were anything .special 1 should have told you; you 
may always be sure that I shall speak frankly and freely with you," I thanked 
him for the assnranoe; add I abould not have troubled him with the qnestion, 
but I had already learned to know the value of hi? words, and had been strack 
by the somewhat emphatic repetition of the word delicatu," which led me to 
fear that something- might have occurred since he last saw Mr. Dayton which 
had not been communicated to me. 

I then said that, with the firanlcnees which he invited hy his example and 
promiset I would take the liberty of asking him another question, premising, 
however, that T did fo without any special «filicitude upon the suhject, and of 
course witliout nny instructions from my i^overnment. I referred liim to reports 
quite current in the public journals, and at the clubs, that the Archduke Maxi- 
milian, the titolar emperor of Mexico, bad ceded or was about to cede Sonora 
to France. I told him that while I had no instructions to pnt snch a question, 
1 felt thiit I should neglect my duty if I failetl to give my government the ear- 
liest information po.^^ible upon a matter in which the people of the United States 
would feel the liveliest interest. 

His excellency replied that there had been no cesrion of terrritoxy, nog any 

Jneetion of each a thing; that it had been proposed to give the government of 
'ranee n lien upon the mineral products of Sonora, in some way to secure tho 
Mexican indebtedne^-s^ to France, and an inquiry had been instituted to ascer- 
tain how far such a security could be made available, but nothing had been de- 
termined t^on. 

His excellency then said there was another report drculatinj^ in the papers, 
which he was glad of an opportunity of speaking to me about. He referred to 
the article of which I enclose a translation, copied from the Epoca of ^fadrid, 
and which I had already read and discus-^ed with Mr. Barreda, the Teruvian 
minister, who had satisfied me that its material averments were entirely ground- 
less. Mr. Dronvn de Lhnjs stated that there was no foundation whatever for 
die story ; that he did not know the motives of the Spanish joomal for making 
such a statement, but he supposed the party in whose name it speaks were not 
indisposed to li.ive it believed that France sympathized with 5paiii in her con- 
troversy with I'eru. 

I told him that I had seen the extract to which he had referred In an evening 
print, but was so entirely satisfied that there conld be nothing in it, that I had 
not thought of troul)]ing him with questions about it. I only wondered liow 
such a paragrajdi could have found its way into the columns of the MoniUur 
He asked if it was in the Momteur. I said it was.- 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN BI6BL0W. 

Hon. WiLLiA.M H. Seward, 

Secretary of State. 



[Tninsltttion.] 

At tho risk of expogiii'r oiirsf-lves to accnsations, which, however, will not affect our en- 
liphtenoil patriotism, we U lieve it our duty to call public attention to the condnet TxtSkOh 
t(»war(l!s Spain, in the Pucitic, uiider circxini^^tfincf-H in which it might have been put to the 
proof l»y oiir navnl forces on the coast of Chili :inii Peru. According to stattmonts made by 
hftni-i.iHciftl j«»uruM8 aiul correspondents from P:uiama, it is certain, and proofs of these facta 
exist in goverumeutal repoos. that after the catastrophe which destroyed the friguto Triomfo, 
and when the atUtude of th« Penrriau cougreit threatened to luad to difficult cumpUcativas 
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for onr flotflU, the oommandantof the French naval forces in the Pacific pnt all his resomtea 

at the dis'position of your navy; as also, several months previnusly. the French consul at 
Panama had exposed 'his Ufa in order to save that of Mr. Salazar y Mazaredo, the Spanish 
representatire. Fonr years ago France placed herself in the sanae waj, sad. resohitely, on 

our hi'lc, iu ( ur African w ar. She bus sustained us in Mi-xicn, ami has not iiiu'lr' the losst 
trouble on the subject of Hhd Domingo. Of what iuiportanco is it that certain persons obedi- 
ent to the nnwortlty prejudices of our epoch disregard these facts, ivhich, nevwrtheleae, 
evitli nce a profound rt spect for the indt pt-ndence ot the Spanish nation, and prove sincore 
sympathy lor the iiug^ii>i ><overei(:n8 seated upon the throne of Castile? In our day public 
opinion does justice to whoniit is due, and the passions of ajmrtv cannot succeed in misrepre- 
oenting the sentimenta of a people as noble ana aa loyal aa the Spanish people. — {Epoea*) 



Lettm from Gnavaquil leoeiTed by the Jommal Las Noticiiiis confirm the aecotmt oablialied 

by la F.poea up to the 3<Jth Deeember. No deuionsfniMnn or attt m]jt of any kind nad In on 
made against our squadron in Uie Pacific, and according to the statomcut of its comiuandunt 
be had no fears whatever of being attacked. The 16th, three after the departvre (if tho 
mail, the vesscH destined to increase our force in those seas oupht to arrive ; and on the othfT 
hand, our vice>uduiirai hud received from the commanduut of the French ticet otl'ers of service 
of ereiy sort if he ahoold bare need of tbem.— < W«m. ) 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Bigelow. 

No. 33.] Department of State, 

WathingUm, F^ruary 1, 1865. 
Sir : Tour despatch of the 20th of Jannarj, No. 8, has been received, and 
your pioceedfaigs therein are approTed. 

Yon are very right in addressing to Mr. Drowyn de Lhuys the question about 
tlic reported cession of Sonera by the Archduke Maximilian to France. It is 
the opinion of this government that such a cession, or even the creation of a lien 
upon the mineral raremtes of Sonora, would not he regarded with &\ror by the 
peo[>l< of the United States. It would relieve the relations between this country 
and France very much if I am authorized to say that no such project ^*ill be 
adopted. No credit was given by this department to the etory that France had 
put her naval force iu the Pacific at the command of the Spanish admiral. We 
nave eTeiy reason to be satisfied and gratified with the proceedings of the im- 
perial government in regard to the snspeeted eontiOTeny which has arisen 
between Spain and Peru — a controversy which, I am happy to have reason to 
believe, is now in a way of amicable eettlement. 

You will read of projects on the part of our insurgents to suspend the present 
contest, or end it, oy a combked war against France alone, or France and 
England. If they come in question, yon mar confidently say that this govern- 
ment prefers to fight this civil war out on the present line* if no foreign state 
intervenes in behalf of the insurgents. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLUM H. SEWARD. 

John Bioblow, Esq., S(c., Sfc,, Paris, 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Bigdow, 

Ko. 38.] . Department OP Statr, 

Washington, Fthruary 7, 1S65. 

Sib : Mr. Etchison, recently for a brief period United Stated consul at Mat- 
amoras, a month or two since nad an angry correspondence with Qenersl Mesia* 
the military commander there, on the snbject of the arrest of ftigitivca from 
Texas who were claimed for the military service of tl^ insnrgents. Without 
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expressing an opinion upon tlie chief point.-= f f tlif cnntrover.-y. it may "be 
acknowledged that on tlie j»art of Mr. Etcbiuon it wa.-i conducted in a manner 
by uo means likely to impress a military commander with the correctness of his 
▼tern— was mostly offieiotu » and entirely unaatbomed by this department. 
You may eommnnicate thia infonnation to Mr. Drooyn de iJiuys, should there 
be occasion therefor, and may add that at the very date of the cotfespondence 
referred to, instructions from this depai-tment were on the way to Mr. £tchison 
relieving him from his official functioni?. • 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

John Bioelow, Esq., Spc., 4^., Paris, 



Mr, Bigehw to Mr. Seward, 
CExtnct] 

No. tt5,] Legation op the United States, 

Paris, February 9, 1865. 

Sir: Reference had to my despatch No. S, I desire to call your attention to 
the following official Statement which I translate from the Monitemr of yesterday 

morning: 

" All reports circulating in the journals relative to a cession made to Frauce 
by the Hexieaa government of certain prorincea of Sonora, Chihnahiia, &e., ftc, 
are absolutely unfounded.'* 

The rtiraors which thi,^ paragraph i.-^ der^ignod to put at re?t have bet n widoly 
• circulated in Europe, and had begun to provoke discussion even in Frauce, but 
in a tone uuiformly unfavorable to the cession, the proximity of the new, colony 
to the United States being always enumerated as its diief nusfortone. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William 11. Seward. 
* Secretary of Slate. 



Mr, Bigdow to Mr. Reward. 
[Extract.] 

No. 29.] Leoatio.v op the United States. 

Paris, February 14, 1SG5. 

81 R : The Stonewall was ye.-tenlay afternoon lying at Ferrol. Mr. Perry 
states, upon the authority of the coni^ular agent at Ferrol, that t*hc stands in 
need of repairs before she can take the sea, and that the Spanish government 
will reftise her permission to make them. 

Captain Craven is at Corunna with the Niagara. He exhibits impatience to 
have the Sacramento Join him. Mr. Harvey informs me that the iSacramento 
is undergoing repairs also at Lisbon, but as far as I can gather from their de- 
spatches, she will soou be, il' she is not already, on her way to Coruuna. I doubt 
if Crayen Ibels entirely confident of his ability to meet t)ie Stonewall single- 
handed. He asked me, ignorant, I presume, of what I hare already attempted, 
to solicit the interct ^?ion of France with th( S])aiii.-h goveniment to detain her 
Mr. Perry inform- ine, confidentially, that tlie tortiticatious of Fenol arc not 
strong enough to keep the Stonewall, if she is determined to go out. If so, the 
only effectual mode of detaining her is by sending vessels-o^war, and I doubt 
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wliether France has anything at hand that ahe wonld dare to expose to such 

an enemy. 

1 shall endeavor to shake Mr. Droiiyn de Lhuyb's determination when I see 
him on Thursday. I am unwilling to reply in writing to his letter of the 7th 
Febmaiy, becaose I think it my duty to leave to yon tfie selection of the ground 
upon which the controvergy over this vessel, which is impending, shall be waged. 

T liave roa?on to b* licve that SHdclI wrote home by the last mail that the 
Spanish government had sent to their minister, 'Mr. Mon, in Paris, to ascertain 
whether France desired the detention of the vessel. That Mr. Drouyn de Lbuys 
said they had nothing to do with her, and that Mr. Mon sent for Mr. Slideli, who 
satisfied him that ue Stonewall was a regularly commissioned confederate 
vesseL 

If Slideli is correctly reported — and I suppose he if — it only confirms nw in 

the opinion towards which I have been steadily driftin^r since my interview 

with the minister of marine on Sunday week, that the depredations which the 

Stonewall may occasion ns will be the least of the troubles of the government. 

They don't care liow much these Steamers wrong ui, provided they do not give 

OS an opportunity of fixing the responsibility for what ocenrs upon them. 
• • • * • • • 

Though I am unable to assign any very eatisfactory authority for it, I am 
Strongly impressed with the conviction that, but for the Mexican entanglement, 
the insurgents would receive very little further counten uu c from the imperial 

government, and that a reconciliation of the national polici(«H of the two coun- 
tries on that question would speedily dispose of all other sources of dissatiefac- 
tion. 

I am, sir, with great respect, yonr very obedient servant, * 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. Willi A m H . S r w a r d , 

Secretary of State, 4ir., ijpe. 



Mr, Bigelow to Mr, Seward, 

No. 3o.J Legatio.\ of the Umted States, 

Paris, February 17, 1865. 

Sir : The corps legislatif was opened by the Emperor on the 15th instant witb 

customary imprei?sivene}:s. I enclose a copy of his Majesty's discourse. He treated 
the discovery of Columbus with conspicuous reserve. A-< in a family of child- 
ren the infant is apt to engross the parental attention, so, out of tlie larj^e fam- 
ily of American States, the youngest born was the only one that cost his Ma- 
jesty a lemarlc. This silence in regard to the United States was natural. There 
has been, and from the nature of things there must continue to be while onr war 
lasts, .«o much of mmace in our attitude towards Mexico tliat the Emperor could 
hardly have pursued a course more consistent with his own dignity, or more sat- 
isfactory to nis subjects on this occasion, than by observing an expressive 
silence. The tone of the discourse was eminently tranquillizing, and is gre uly 
admired for the skill with which it disposed of several very delicate questions 
(S foroin;n policy. The only feature of it tliat has provoker! criticism i.-^ tliat 
wliicli treats of the convention of the 15th Sept' inbor, 1S61, and ^is language 
in that connexion is discussed, appai-ently, rather with the view of extracting 
inteipretations and admissions nom the official press, than from anything 
exceptionable in the tenor of the speech. The various allusions to his Galican 
ecclesiastical policy ^were received b v his audience with strong; marks of appro- 
bation. There wns one paragraph ot the speech to which 1 attach a larger 
meaning than perhaps it deserves. It was this : 
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" The conveutiou of the 15th of September, diaentangled from pasaiouate 
mterpretatioQS, conseerateB two great pnnciples-'the firm establishmeiit of the 
new kingdoan of Italy and the indepenaence of the Holy See. The pxovitioiial 
and pxecarioiis state of affairs which excited so mucb alarm will soou terminate. 
It is no longer the scattf red members of the Italian nation seeking to connect 
themselves by feeble links to a email state situated at the foot of the Alps ; it 
is a great country which rises above local prejudices, despising the eballttiona of 
nnrefleeting adtations, which boldlr transfers its oapital to ihe centre of the 
Peninsula, and places it in the midst of the Appenines, as in an impregnable 
citadel. By thid act of .patriotism Jfahj drjinitely coiUtituUt heridf, and at the 
same time recouciles herself with Catholiciry." 

I have not been able to resist the suspicion that this language, coupled with 
the eUence of ihe Italian uid Freneh press for some months abont Vmtia, 
imp<MrtB some sort of a transaction in mt* or in posse for a termination of the 
boundary quarrels between Italy, Austria and Rome, by common P;icrifice8, and 
by the adoption of the Apj)cuniuea as one of the natural boundaries of Italy. 
The habitually practical character of the Emperor's statesmanship, and the 
almost equal neeessitj of these three powers to arrange thehr difierenees hj some 
less expensive agency than tbe sword, may, however, have led me to attach 
more importance to thepe expn -^aions than tlu/y really deserve. 

What is said about the return of the anny from Mexico is doubtless correct, 
so far as the wish and intention of the government is concerned, though it does 
not correspond irith infiomation wlddi readied me a few days shioe of orders 
having been leeently issued for more troops to be in readiness to leave for 
Mexico upon short notice. 

The speech is received with great favor by the liberal press, while the do- 
mestic policy which is foreshadowed appears to have given universal satisfaction. 
I am, sir, with great respect, yom very obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary «f State, Spc^ Sfc, 

V, S. — I have no mail from Washington later than the 24th of January. I 
expect the Canada's mail through tiie despatch ageucy to-morrow morning. 

«5 p. nL-^Tbe Blue, or raiher the Yellow Book, has just come in, but too late 
for this poet. ' J. B. 



Mr. Bigclow to Mr, Setcard, 

No. 36.] Legation op the Unitbo Statbs, 

Parte, Feimary 17, 1865. 

Sib : One of the last communications which I had the honor to address to you 
firom the consnlate related to a scheme for enrolling Poles in this city, and in 
other parr? of France and Europe, for the confederates. I am now able to give 
you some more definite information upon the subject. 

The project had its origin with a Colonel Smolcnski, a Pole by birth, who 
had resided many years in Texas, and who came out here to take part in ihe 
recent Pollih revolution. He could not agree with the Polish commiBBioneis 
hei-o, abandoned their causp, and projected a scheme for the colonization of the 
northern Irontier states of tlic ront'ederacy with hi? unfortunate country people, 
who were to be supplied with a passage, a farm, and some other privileges, on 
condition that they would bear arms, if necessary, in defence of theur new homes 
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The tei-ma were framed under the direction of a Mr. Williain-*, nn Englisliman, of 
whom I can learn nothing precise, and a man named Bujnicky, refugeed from 
Buseian Poland, whoso property has heeo confiscated, and whose wife has been 
sent to 8ibem. This man went, on the 26th of December last, to London for 
funds ; he was here the other da7* hut without funds ; his address there is Ilotel 
Krall, John Street, American Square, London. Two l*ole> — one named Wilk- 
iewiez, and the other Leonf^owi^ki — were charged to receive the enrolments. 
When the number reached three hundred, they were to be sent on to the Con- 
fedento States ; and it was to obtain fonds to meet the expenses of their expe- 
dition that Bujnicky went to London. Three different recruiting stations were 
opened in Pnri^>, and I am told that the number of three hondred would have 
been ready if the fund;^ liad arrived. 

Before the affair, however, had reached this point, the police, whose forbear- 
ance had been oonnted npon, and not without reason, began to take a new 
terest in what was going on, and Mr. Boodeville, the head of the department of 
police, which occupied with the movements of emigrants, sent his men and 
seized all the litits and documents in po.sse8sion of the recruitiog agents, and put 
an end, for the present at least, to the scheme. 

He took exception to the clause of their articles about bearing arms ; said he 
had no objection to their going as mere colonists whore they pleaaed, but the 
conditions of their enlistment compromi.^ed the neutrality of France. They miLst 
tiiid means to go somewhere cUe to enlist, if they wL"*hed to enter the confede- 
rate service. Ho then said, that if they toished to enter the Mexican service, 
they might receive tome encouragement. Here the matter now stands. I pre- 
sume if these men avail themselTes of Mr. Boudeville's proposal, they will be 
used in aid of the Emperor's mdertsking to bring back tne French army from 
Mexico. 

I learn from the same source which supplies me these details, that a Mr. Irwin 
S. Bullock and a Mr. Lewis were here, on the second of January, to confer with 
the recroiling agents about this business, and left on the fifth for Marseilles and 
Toolon. They have not returned so fiv as I can learn, though, as I was in> 
formed about that time, tlu y were soon expected. 

Two hundred and fiity I'nli^li voliinteens enlisted in London, and arc ex- 
pected to embark at Liverpool uu the 25th of thi^i month. * 

Some Polish refogees in Switserland have written to a Mr. Telchman, also a 
Pole, acting for the confederates here, asking for aid to carry them to the con- 
federate territory. It is also reported here among the Poles that Count Sabol- 
ewsky had been furnished with forty - live thousand francs to be used in collectifig 
Polish recruits at Zurich and in Italy. 

While applications ftom Frenchmen and Germans for serrice in our amy 
havcf been constant for three years past, I do not remember to hare received a 
^alf a dozen from Poles during my residence here. 

This fact, taken in connexion with wliat eeerts a ?ort of combined movement 
among the refugees of that unhappy province, leads me to suppose that some 
means have been used to persuade Uiem that they haTe common cause with the 
insurgents against us on the ground that the United States have made common 
cause with Russia against them. 

I have here given you all the information I posge.^s upon thi.'? subject up to 
date. I have not communicated these details as they reached me from time to 
time, because there seemed to be no occasion to trouble you with them. 
I am, sir, witii great respect, your veir obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, 4fc., ^ 
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Mr, Seward to Mr, Bigdow. 

No. 4 S.J Dkpartmbnt of State, 

Wathnigttm, Ftbruary 186$. 

Sir : I transmit a copy of a letter of the 10th instantv and of tlie accompany- 
ing papers, nfldressrd to this department by the Secretary of AVar, rrlative to 
the capture, in Mexican waterp, by insur;::i nt:^ from Texas, of the steamer Ark, 
when on a voyage from New Orleans to Matamoraa. The abuses of the righu 
of neutrals which, throughout the present war, have heen committed by trade 
with the pretended neutral port of Matamoras, and the open intercourse and un- 
feigned good understanding between inhabitants of that port and enemies of the 
United States in Texa«. liave materially gervcd to prolong the war iNelf, and, in 
onr opinion, would perhaps have jnstitied, if not the seizure, at least the blockade 
of Matamoras, as a measure of self-protection. 

Please call the attention of Mr.Droayn de Lhnys to the subject, witha desire 
that nentrality may be Tigoronsly enforced there by the French troops in oc- 
cupation, and eo rem6ye a sonrce of embarrassment which seems to be quite 
annoying. 

I am, sir, your obedient servaut, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

John Bioblow, Esq., ) 'Pari; 



Mr. Slanton to Mr. Seteard. 

War DePARTMEfVT, 

Washington City, February 10, IFfl.", 

Sir: I have tbe l^onor to tramnut to yon a report of Minor General Cauby, commanding 
the military diTision of west lllssiflsippi,' iu relation to the seizure of a United States vesseTat 
tlic mouth of the Kio Grande, togctberwith certain offidal papers connected therewith, whicb 
accompany that report. 

Your obedient servant, * 

EDWIN H. STANTON, SetnUrp of War. 
llou. William II. .Slwauu, .Secretary of St&U, 



Xkw Orleans, January 10, InI'. 

Sm : On tbe i6tU of Julj last, the steamer Ark, Augustus WiUiamson, master, left this 
port laden with lumber. Sec. She belongred to John Bochino, a eitisen of the United States, 

• utirfly loyal, ni; ! i n >irU'iit i f tliis city lor many vears jifisf. Tlio vulue of this tp-;nc1 whs 
not less than ij^'^iUUO, and \uti cargo was worth about ;^'i,UUO. lu proceediug up ttie Rio 
Grande, and when abont twelve miles above Ba^ad, her nnehinery became sligrbtly dis- 
ablcd, aiul she ran aCTonn<l from ( ip:ht to ten stops' distance from the back of the river im tLe 
Mexican side. While in tlii.s poi>itiun and in Mexican waters, she was .seized and t.ikeu 
possession of by the confederates, to wit, on the 7th of Ani^st, l':!()4, and carried to Uruwns- 
ville. Texas. At fliis port she condcintied a? prize, and subsequently sold as such to 
certain MexicJin citizens, to wit, on the '^'Ad October, 

The Steamer Ark cleared regularly at this port, receiving all essential documents, exeii;- 
plifications of which are hereto annexed. She was also duly entered at the port of Bagdad 
npon arriving there. 

The object of presenting this case to you, Mr, Seward, is to obtain restitution of this prop- 
erty, if possible. Mr. Bochino appears' to have been divested violently thereof, in violation 
of the lawt of nations, and in violation of the protection afforded our commerce in nentml 
waters, and Mr. Bochino has thought fit to lay this matter before yon, lax, ftn snch action as 
you may deem fitting in the premitses. 

Recpeetfally, 

J. S. WUITAKBB, Anonujf. 

Hon. William H. Slwaiid, Su rctanj cf State. 

John Bachino, the within named claimant, being duly swom, deposes and says that ail the 
facts set forth in the fore^roing statement are tnie. ' 

J. BACHINO. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 26th day of Januarr, l -a' 

CHAKLES C1-AIB0K>£, 

VuUtd 9t9tt$ C'MianssieiMr. 
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I, Charles Claiborne, United States comtnisHioncr for thtteftstem district of Loui^iiana, do 
hereby certify that Jolm Ttaehino, the duiniani herein, thil dayappeand before meatm^ 
office, aad mode oath tu the fuct^ set forth in thiH petition. 

In faith whereof, I ^rant the preseata ondor oiy Higoatofe and ieal of office, at the citr of 
New Orleans, tins Jtitli l.iy of .Iiuuiaiy, in the year of our Lord 1865, and the eightj-nmth 
year of the American independence. 

r„^^, 1 CHARLES CLAIBORNE, 



Ukited States of America, Eastern District op Louisiana, 

City of tfw OHtaM$^ 8M0 o/LttdMUtna : 

On this 21st day of Jannary, in tlie year of our Lord one thousand eipht hundred and 
sixtv-iive, before me, Charles CJlaiboroe, a oommieiiioner duly appointed by the circuit court 
of the United States for the eastern district of Louisiana, personally appeared at my office, in 
the city of New Orleans, fal the sairl t-n-f' i ii ilistrict of Louisiana, Auffustnn Willianisou, 
who, having been dolysirani, did thereupon depose and say: That on the IGth July, Jsg4, 
be left New Orleans in eommand of the steamer Ark, bound for Hatamoras, with a eargo of 
lumber, say fifteen thonsan'l feet, and three ])asspnpers. We arrived at Bagdad, Mexico, 
on the "Jllth day of July, le!(>4, and there entered the steamer at the custom'bouse. We laid 
attllis port three days, and then on the iRt of Anprust, tSiH, left fnr oar destinatitm, Mats- 
mora*?. At ab<int o'clock p. in. the niachinery became so disal)led as to prevent our further 

S repress. I then threw out an anchor on the Mexican .side, about twelve miles above Bag- 
ad, say at about fifteen yards from the Mexican side of the river. I cansed the vessel to 
Bh«*er close in to the bank durinp the nipht, so as not to be in the way of other vessels that were 
pa8.sinp. The river fell during that night about four feet, ami the vessel wa.«) then left fa.st 
aground. I then found it impossible to get her off; went to Bagdad, and obtaiucd a small 
▼easel to talie off her cargo, for the purpose of lightening her. On the 6th of Augnst I car- 
ried ha our yawl an andor to the Texas side, and bad intended tb have nsed this, with a 
chain attached to the steamer, for the purpose of getting her afloat in de«*p wat<'i ; but the 
chain not beiuff long enough to reach the anchor, 1 was unable to use it as intended, to wit, 
to heave her w. 

The steamer was not, therefore, attached to the Texas side of the river. On the 7th of 
August I got out a large portion of the cargo on the deck, for the purpose of putting it on 
boMd the Tesael refomd to. Before I conld get any of this on board the small vessel, armed 
confederates came up in force, from twn hundred to tlircc lnuidriMj strong, on the Texas side 
ot tbe Rio Grande, (at tliis iioint not over uuc hundred and titty yardd in width,) uud re- 
qoiied me to send my yawl-boat across for them, which I fotuod it neeesiary to do. Twelve 
came over (\u<] tmik possession of the vessel, aixl ni ulo me and the crew prisoners, my ]ias- 
seugers having uhendy left me at Bagdad. On or about llie 14th August they took ^s to 
Stowttsville, the steamrr btnng still lelt aground, with twelve soldiers on board: we were 
imprisoned up to the 27tb of August, lcit>4, released then two days on parole, and then scut 
to Houston, being released eventually on the Hth day of December, loo4. I ffave my dep- 
ositiuu to the same facts herein st.ited, while in Brownsville, Ix fore the confeucr.ite autl)nr 
ities. I should have stated that some two or three davs after tbe vessel was seized by the 
oonfodeFates, General Cortinas sent a courier on board the vessel to Colonel Ford, in com- 
maiid of till' crnitt (Iciutc tVirc«% demanding the ve.sscl, Ih-chusc taken in violation <it' neutral 
waters, but the deniaud wa£ disregarded. The confederates sold the steaaicr, after her cap- 
ture, for the sum of thirteen thousand and fifty dollars in gold. She was sold at auction at 
Drownsvillc. I do not know who purchased her. I k>r name has been ebaoged. She now 
is ruiuiiug on tbe river between Bagdad and Matamoras. 

AUGUSTUS WILLLiHSON. 

Swora to and subscribed before me, this 21st day of January, 186.5. 

CHAIJLKS C'LATBOliXi:. 

Lnittd Utatci Commissioner, 



United States or AnERIGA, Ea.sti;rx District or T.nrfsTAVA, 

City of Xcio UrUaiis, 6latc of Louisiana : 

On tbe Slst day of Jannary, iu the year of onr Lord one thonsand eight hundred and sixty- 
five, li*-t"<>ri tne. (,'barlss Claiborn<-, .a coiiiniissioner diilv appointe»l by tlic circuit court of the 
United States for the eastern district of Louisiana, peisouaUy appeared at my otiice, in tite 
dty of New Orleans, in the siud eastern district of Louishma, Antonio Miguel, who, being 
duly f<worn. did thereupon depose and say: 

1 left Xew Orleans on tin steamer Aik <»u the Ifith day of July, l -('»4. We left fui I5,igdad, 
Ifexico, with the inteniinu of <^>nu^ from tliat place to .Matamor.xs. We reached Bagdad on 
the 89th July, l&M. We laid there three d^ys, and tbenlefi for Matamoras; on tbe 
24 D c ♦ • 
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day, wLen we wero about hvolvp n^Il'-s from Bagfla*!, tlio cnptain, with ono of the deck hands, 
WHS at tbu liclm; the captuiu wus intojucutcil uud could not jitter the stt uiiier nroperly, and 
ran her affrouiid on the Mexican fide. Ho ffOt Iwr off, and backinji^ her out Mie struck the 
Texan side; imd witt n we liad iiai'l'y ?^(,iit( n to p'n up the rirer tlie erieineer ori( ti nut tliat 
the eiip-'nu' n as <li-;tlikd, and the cnptuiii liieu dropiied anchor on the Mexican side, on the 
Hume jilace where we hatl heen afH'onnd before. We remained there until the next nionuig. 
Tho water haviiitr fuHen four feet during the nipht, tlie vessel was hard afpionnd. Not beine 
able to heave her off, (ho captain went down to Bagdad to see the owner. We remained 
there two days, and then returned to the steamer in tlie yawl. We took tho cargo or a por- 
tion of the cargo irom the bold and put it on deck, for the purpose of twving it readj tor « 
•mall steamer, the Valdez, which I ttndofitood had been chartered to take off the caif^ of 
our .'•teunirr and transport it to Matuimiras. The Vnldt z was alunp>>i<l'' nf when con- 
federate force of two or three hundred men hailed us from the Texa« bank and asked for the 
▼awl, so that thej could cone on board. The yawl was sent to them. TwoIto came on 
board and tnok possession ot' tlif vessel. They asked for her papers and for her American 
flag. Tho MexicttU Uae was thiii<^ at her ma-sthead; it had been sent thatTOlT day by the 
owner to protect ber. The papers and the American tlag had been piaeed by toe captain iu 
a tin box and droppi-d in the water w here tliey could have Ik en tnmni when necessary. The 
captain told the coufederatea that he had no papers ou board, and that the onlj flag he bad 
was the Mexican flag. 

That same night tne captain was drunk and told them that the steamer was American; 
that lie had buried the American paners of tho vessel and her American flag, and that he 
would get them and give them up. The next morning Colonel Ford came on board and told 
the lieutenant in conunand of the capturing force that the steamer could not be held ; that 
iha should bo released. The Betitenant answered that she was a good prize, and gave to 
Colonel Ford the iuiurniation he had received from Captain Williamson, ('ulnm^'l t\)rd then 
(old us that if the papers and tiag of the steamer were delivered to him he would release us 
all. We wore two or three days before making up onr minds to deliver them op. After • 
consultation between the oflicers and crew, we all apreed to deliver them up and take their 
wurd tliut we should he immediately released. They did not keep their word; the tiag and 
papers were delivere<l to them, and thojtook OS prisoners to Hrownsvllle, where we remained 
until the 1st day of September, lti64. We wero caniod to Houston and relMsod on the 8th 
of Decoiuber, 1604. 

AMTO. laOUEL. 

Sirom to and snbseribed before me, this 81st daj of Januarr, 1 i^OS. 
r„., 1 CHARLES CLAIBOliNE, 



DlSTiticT OF New Orleans, 

Siirttyor^s Office, Fort of New Orlean* : 

I d% certify that the steauiboat Ark, of Now Orleans, is American built; that she has one 

deck, no masts; her length is eiglity-two feet p— Inches, her breadtih seventeen feet 

inclies. her depth three t< 1 1 tive inches, and measures f Tty-four tons ninety-tw'o iVet ; has 

around stem; has galleries and head; and that her name, and the name of the 

port to which she belongs, are painted on tho stern in the manner required bj the third < 
tion of the act ior registi ring ships or vessels of the United States. 
Given under my bund, at New Orleans, aforesaid, this twenty-eighth day of April, IS&l. 

J. P. TUCKER, 

Acting Surveifor, 

I, owner of the aforesaid, do agree to the foregoing deecription and measurement. 



New Orleans, Jpril 28, 1804. 

I, J. C. Woolverton, of New Orleans, shipwright, do swear that the steamer Ark, having 
one deck, and being in length eighty-two feet, iu breadth seventeen feet, in depth t4)ree end 
fivo teutl.s leet, and measuring U^^ tons, having one gallery and no head, was built by me, 
or under uiy direction, at New Ciuml, parish of Orleans, Louisiana, iu the United States, iu 
the yean 1863 and 1664. 

J. C. WOOLVERTON, 

Shiptoright. 

^tness't P. E. HvooK. 

No. 107.— Fbrmahbmt. 

In ponnianee of an act of Con;^^ of the United States of America, entitled " An act 
concerning the n .n-rrnnjr and ri i crding of ships or vessels." 

John Buchiuo, of New Orleans, State of Louisiana, having taken or subscribed the oath 
leqviied 1^ the said act, and haviiig sworn that he is • dtlaeii of the United Slates, and the 
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orfy owner of the ship or vessel called tlio Ark, nf u- Orleans, whorcof D. Bachino is at 
present master, and a citizen of the United States, us lie hath sworn, and that thv suiJ ship or 
Teasel tras trailt at New Orleans, State of LonMaaa, in the year one thouMuid oi^ht hnnored 
and fifty-four, as per enrolment Xn. 147, and docmTicnts on file in this otHcc Imvinij certified 
that the said ship or vessel ha.s uni< deck and two masts, and that her length is eighty-two 
feet ^^inehet* her breath seventeen feet— —inches, her depth three feet & inches, and 
that she measnres 44 tons ; and that she is a steamer, has a romi-l stt-ni and a plain head ; 
and the said John Bachiuo l)avinr<^ ac^reed to the description and adateaanreiuent above speci- 
fied, and sufficient Hccnrity having' been g^ivan acoortung to 8«d act, the SMd steamer has 
bec-n duly registered at the port of X('\v Orleans. 

Given under onr hands and seal, at the port of New Orleans, this 6th day of July, in the 
year one thou.«and eight hundred and sixty-four (18G4.) 

I do ber< l)y oertifj that this is a true copy of the register of, said steamer issaed at this 
office July a, 1864. 

JOW N. COLLINS^ CoUflctor. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Bigelaw. 

Ho. 49.] Dbpa RTM EN T OF State, 

Washingtmt, F(hiu(iry 21, 1865, 

Sir : I tranprnit, for your infonnation, a copy of a letter of the 7th instant, 
and of the accompanying papers addiecssed to this departrntntt by the Aasiataut 
Secretary of War, xeiatiye to the Borrender by General M^ia, at Katamorai, 
of rcftigees from Texas as deserters from the insmgeiits. This was the saljeet 
ing>truction to yon, No. 38, nf the 7th instant. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD 

John Bioblow, Esq., tfc. 



Mr, Dana to Mr, Seward 

War Department, 

Washinston City, February 7, 1B65. 

Sir : I am instructed by the Secretary of Wnr to transmit, for your information, and for 
sndi action as yon may consider appropriate and necessary, the enclosed communication from 

Major Generiil rVinhv, with its aoc<ini|ifiiiinu'nts, in relation to xho snrn iiilrr liy (Jt-ncral 
Mejia, commaudiug ut Mataworas, Mexico, ot citizens of tlic United .Statts, lU si iters from 
the rebel service, or refugees from the rebel territory. 
I will thank yon to rettirn the enclosnro<<, after having availed joniself of their^contents. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

C. A. DANA, 
A$$uiatU 8«cntarif tff fFmr, 

Hon. W. II. Seward, Secretary of Slate. 



Oeueral Canbg to Mr, SlanUm, 

HSADQUAinXBS UlXJTAItT DiVTSTON' or WrsT Mrssi<<siPPT, 

New (Jrlmng, La., January '27, 18G5. 

8lR : I have the honor to transmit, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of 
cert^n papers, marked A, B, C, and D, in relation to the surrender by General Mejia, com- 
manding at Matamoras, Mexico, of citizens of the United States, deserters from the rebel 
servic4>, or refngees from the rebel territory, on tlie pretence that they are criminato and 

fugitives from justice. 

The coarse of General Mejia, which, from his own statement, appears to be anthorizod by 
the Emperor Maxfmfliaa, is one of direct hostility to the government of the United States, 

and, in iny jiidj^m-nt. fthould be so treated. For reasons that have been impressed npnn mo 
by the Secretary of State, I siiaU, until otherwise advised, talce no farther steps in this matter 
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than to (5pnd an offircr to tlio Rio rjrnndt', for tlio purpose of ascorfaininp the oxt«?nt of this 
tftratiitiont aud tiie uauies uf the uutortunatcs who havt: b«en turned o\*if to the vengeauoe 
uf tlic rebels, and, by remonstrance witb General M^ia, pierent any addition to tba nnmbar 
of victim*. 

Y«ry r(»puclfully, sir, 3'our obeUicut scrv^aut, . 

ED.R8. CANBY, ' 
JTofer Gwtnl Cimmmimg» 

The Secretary of War, Wa$kington, D. C. 



GtmenA Fib to iMHlMOtrt Coloael Dm&e. 

Heamuaktkics T'mtf.d States Forces, 

Britzdf Santiago, Tmt^, January \% 1865. 

Colonel: On assuming command at this plucf 1 immediatt iy miiJ<- .sm h anang^menta 
as greatly assintt d dt-8«-rtere and refugees to reach my lines from Mexico. 

This hud tlir ( tlVc* to iucrca.«o the numhor of de^tertors very matcriully, and threatened lo 
destroy the orgauizuliuu and efliciency of the rebel troops on this border. 

Burners baye been reaching me for a month that the autlioritie^ of tht> Maximilian govern- 
ment were arranging to return des> rters to the rebel aathorities. During tbe last two daya 
there has been a stampede anion the v«'ry large number of tbese persons now on the Men- 
can side of the Kin Graijdf. Ar< near .is I l un It-arn, .sonn' forty to sixty have been MVSsied 
by the Mexican authoriiies at Matamoras aud delivered to tieneral Slaughter. 

I have not been able to bear firom the United Stales eonsnl at Matamoras for some dayt. 
If I lia 1 horses to draw the liplit artillfry on the island I could easily drive Slaughter out of 
lirowusville. I have Ineu uver aud felt of him sufliciently to satisty me that he does not 
imttrnd to fight In case we should advance. But it could not be held with the means of UiM 
command, and no material damage could be inflicted on him withunt a cavalry force. 

No permanent relief can be given these destitute people Avithout (Heupying and control- 
ling the valley of the Rio tJrande, which, of course, can best be done by going in from 3fat» 
ugorda bay and occupying Sun Antonio, which is the key to'thi-^ whole vtilley and frontier. 

Those facts are 8tftte<l fur the iuforuiaiiou aud cunsidcratiuii uf the major general com- 
manding department of the Gulf. 

I have no doubt of the fact that deserters are being delivered on the claims of the rebel 
authorities. I shall learn more In a day or two in relation to the matter, and will report 
further. 

I shall be glad to receive any instruction or orders deemed necessaiy (if auy) in the case. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

\VM. A. VILE, Bn'jnihrr Ctnrrat 
Commanding military Duuwn H at Mi»$i*»^pi, 

Lieut Col. Geo. B. Drake, 

A, A* OetunU, Dtfartment the €h»(f» 

Official copy s 

C. G. CHRISTENSEN, 
J«tsiilSMat Cettmdt JssistMC A^mUuU OmtnL 



General Mrjia to Mr. Elchison, 
[Translation.] 

UIPERIAL ARAfY OF MEXICO, M£JLk DIVISION, 0I:NI.K.\L IN ( IIICF'. 
No. KV2.] MatamoU AS, January 10, 1865. 

Mr. CoNsi'L : I have the honor to acknowledge the reeeijii of aud to answer your official 
despatch of the 8th instant, containing a serious complaint in favorof the rights andliborCica 
of American citizens residing in this city, and of those who, having escaped from the army 
of the Confederate .States, have come seelcing the protection of the government of Mexico. 

You assure me that you lia\c n Tnible information to the efiect that the so-called autliorities 
of Brownsville are daily carrying o;^' American citiseus, upon tbe pretext that they owe al- 
legianre to their government, and that snch abuses are committed by virtue of an agieement, 
n«ade for the purpo-f, iK twct ii tin roiimi.itMli r of the imperial forces at Matamoras and the 
confederate authorities at Brownsville. You conclude by stating to me that the govern- 
ment of the United States possesses tlw will and the power require to protect its dtiiens re- 
sidingiu forcifrn rotmtrics. 

This last declaration, ilr. Consul, is an unseasonable threat, and tin- entire despatch is 
written under a strange hallncination of mind, entirely different from the tm i-ured languago 
that is cnstotnary in tbe official intercourse between two countries, besides ^ving no foon- 
dutiou in lacts. 
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Wben yuQ have delibentdy oonBiderad their import, joa will withdraw joor words, or the 
proveruiiient of the United States wiU do «• jostioe by r^roriag the acts of its agent atUat- 
amoras. 

It ie foiBcient for me to state to jon at present that Itls nntme that any arran ^ment has been 

maJc hr ^^ Vi<'h American citi/i^ns are pumnMl, arrested, and couveycl to T( \tis under the pre- 
text that, owing allegiance to the coutoderaoy, they have deserted tVoni their urniy. Through 
priTate communications, the principal articles of the extradition treaty in regard to criminals, 
fugitives from ju.stice, celebrated between Mexico and the United States during the ministry 
of Mr, DobudtK), have been agreed upon ; from which hIuvos, also excepted by thtit treaty, 
•re now expressly excluded, and desevten ftom the army who may seek refuge in Mexico ; 
against these two classes of persons no claims c«n be attempted by the confederate authorities. 

Tlie>e priviite stipulations have been submitted for the apjiroval of my soven ign, and, by 
his command, will be faithfully executed, as, Ix-ing not only based on a pre-existing treaty, 
they attack the liberties of none otheia than criminals, but also in a sure manner expedite 
the ends of justice. 

When the military commanders of the United States have pursued a course so diametrically 
opposed to humanity and civiH/ution towards Mexico, as witnessed by theu'ecent act of deliver- 
ing Don Hannel de Regon, es(i. , a political exile, who sought refuge ander the American flag, 
into the hands of his enemies, it a|)iie!irs incredible that nn agent of riiut samegovemmentshoald 
not desire that at Matumoras, where the memory of that horrible violation is nuMO indelibly 
impressed, the rights of dtiaens who ate in no danger, and whose liberties no one pretends 
to attack, <liould not be proteeted. 

The iudfcuromi terms in which your note is couched authorize me, according to i»tab< 
lished ctii^tom, to return it without answer. I answer sfdely for the purpose of conve]i.ng the 
TiewH herriii expressed, butin future will limit myself toacnngasiscnstomaiy in theeaeases. 

Accept the assurance of my particular regard. 

THOMAS MEJIA, 
Com'dg General of New Leon, CoahmUt, MuTamanliftu, 

The'CoNsri, of the Unitf.d States (U MatanuMraSt PresenL 

I certify that the above is a true copy. 

D. O. FBNNO, Ltsat. Mmd A, D, C. 

HbadQUARTEBSDei'autmknt ok Tur. Ol LF, 

A'eto C^r^eaM, Jamarg 26^ 1865. * 

Official copy : 

C. & SABGEKT, Fml LUmL A. A. A. 5. 



Mr, Etdniou to General ViU: 

Ubitbd States CoirsoLATE, 

Matnmoras, January 14, 1?*(>5. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, iu relation 
to the surrender of deserters and others from the settled confederacy to the rebel authori- 
ties commanding at Llrownsville, by the authorities of Mnt.inicr.is. 

1 addressed a veiy severe letter to General Mqia on the subject, and a copy of his reply 
(translated) I endoee herewith. 

Tt is reported in town that as many as twenty or more have been sent over, and without 
any trial or investigation being nnide. They arc arrested, generally, very early in the morn- 
ing, and are at once taken, with a file of soldiem, to the river, when they are delivered to the 
rebels. The whole proceeding is an outrage, as there can be no extradition treaty between 
two goveniujeuts that have not iu either case been recognized ; and our tn-aty does not au- 
thorise the return of even criminals, until Undoubted proof is shown that they are goilty. 
General Mejia's letter is a lame reply, and savors much of the pen of a rebel. 

Referring to the cotton iiuestion. Dr. McManus requests me to say that, if you will have 
the kindness to send his cotton to the mouth of the RioCtoandOi UldhaTeitflirrayedandap* 
praised, he will pay the salvage to you or your order. 
I am, sir, very resijectiully, 

K. dotj>:i:y KTCTTTSON, 
VnUtd StaUe Consul at Malamorae^ Mexico, 

Brigadier General W. A. ViLB, 

Commandinff United States Force$, Bfoxoi SmiUigo, Texas. 

I oertifir that the above is a true copy. 

D. E. FENNO, 

LiMtUnaM aiul A, D. C. 

HBAOQVAttTBRSDKr vUTMKNT OF THE GULF, 

Aew Orleane, Jaaaary 26, 1866. 

Ot&cial copy : 

C. S. S.VRGENT, 

. Fint Lituteuant 2d La. Vole., A, A, D, General. 
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New Orleans* I^a., /raMny SS, 1665. 

Colonel : Since my comrrmiiication of tlio '>'.]i instnnt, in relation to the agreement be- 
tween tlie Maxiuiiliau aud coul'ederute autLoritiei!i, by which deserters from the rebel army 
are being snmndered to tbe confederate militaiT authorities, I have Teoeived a letter from 
Hon. K. I>. KtcliisKtr, I'nikd States congnl at MafaitH no, Mexico, fiiclnsing copy of i]h- 
rejply of Hrigndier Ciei.eriil Mojia to the protest of the coukuI uu thi« suliject, copies of each 
of which are cncloM-d tor the infonuatioin of the miyor eeneral comniandiug department. 

I .'ITU reliably informed tlnit these pecMiu aire being deUvered to the eonfedente oflken al 

varums other points on the river. 
From all I could learn, I think about seventj-five have been given up in this waj« 
I have tlie honor to be, venr nmpectftilly, toot obedient servant, 

WM, A. VILE, 

Lieut. Col. Geo. D. Drake, 

ilMwIaiU Adjutata General, DepH of the Gulf. 

U£AI>QUART£R8 DEPARTMENT OF THE Gl'LF, 

N9» OrlMM, La., Jamuary 186S. 

Official copy: 

JOS. HIBBERT, 



Mr, Bigelow to Mr. Seward. 
[Extiaetl 

Ko. 44.] Lbgation op the Umthd S tates, 

Paris, March 6, 1865. 

Sir : I send yon Bomc joamals by this mail which may be wortb your look- 
iug over ; among; others the last number of the Memorial Diplomatic, which ia 
understood to be under the special inspiration of the ministry of foreign affairs. 

Yon wiU find on page 157 confinnation of what I sent yon hy last audi 
tibont commissionerB sent from Mexico to negotiate a concordat with the Pope. 

A translation of part of this article is enclosed. You will not fail to remark 
that the commif»f»ion is« charp;ed to treat directly with the Pope, and that Maxi- 
milian has sent Velasquez, his minister of foreign affairs, aa pnisideut of the com- 
niiasion. « 

The pronralgation in Mexico of a decree from Ifaximilian imposing lestrie- 
tions upon the publication of papal bulls, &c., Bimultaneously with the de- 
partore of this commission, leads me to suspect that the tnnc to !)»• tnken by the 
commissioners when ihey reach Rome will be (j[uite an decided as represented 
in my private note of the 3d instant. 

Yon will obaerve, by a paragraph on page 158 of the Manorial Diplomatique, 
tint the government has found it convenient to attribute tbe delay to our gov- 
ernment, in naming a minister to this court in place of the late y\r. Dayton, to 
another motive fliaii a di^positiou on the part of the ]*r('fiident to resent the 
long vacancy in the French mission at Washiugtou, to which the delay is gener- 
. ally aseribeid. It is one of many signs, becoming daily more common, that 
public opinion here begins to requite of the government a conciliatoiy manner 
towaids the United States. 

1 am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hob. Wiluam H. Sbwabd, 

Secretary if State. 
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[Euclosuro No. 44. — Translation,] 

From tbc Memorial Diplomatique, March 5, 

Our correspondent from Mexico inforraa us that, in accordance with tlic desire pxpres><c(l hy 
Uic Holy Father, and justified by tlie constant nstifrc of the Roman court, negotiutiourt fJr 
tbo d<'tiuitiv(* nrrauETcment of tiie ecclcsiiuitical questions in Mexico are about to be concentrated 
at Kome. With wia viow his Mexicau Majesty ha» charged a special mission to go «id 
treat directly with his Holiness : and as it was of importance to iuTest witb this roissfon, as 
full of .«li;irp point.-^ ns it is (1« lu uie. iiun < aU ulat* '! lo inspire a just coiilitk'n<>f at the Holy 
hobf the emperor Maximiliau has dctiiguat«;d his minister of state, Mr. Vehuquuz do Leon, 
as president of the commission, and first plenipotentiary of Mexico. 

Mr. \'»'ln8quej5 de L<'t>n i'^ vi ry fiivuraljy knowii ut Ifntiie tor his <li v«>tioii to the church. 

He w ill be aided by two cumn iilors of btate, charged uiuru particuiarly to arrange the details 
of the execution of the concordat to be entered into between Rome ana Mexico. 

Mr. Velasquez de Leon and the two councillors of strite who m-coinpdiiy him wore to em- 
bark iqion the French packet-buat which is expected about the loth of March at £iaiut Na- 
sidn. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Bigehw, 

No. 62.] Department of State, 

WcuhingtOHt March 7, ISG/). 

Sir: Tour despatch of the 9th ultimo, No. 25, calling my attentioa to the 
oflBdal denial* in the Honiteur, of the truth of the report in circnlation con- 
oeming the eessbn ^ certain provinces in Mexico to France, and to the com- 
mnnication of the Emperor to yon upon the subject, has been received with 

satisfaction. 

1 am, sir, your obedieul servant, 

WILLIAM H. 8EWABD. 

John Bioblow, Esq^ 4^1 4^<» Pom. 



Mr, Bigelow to Mr, Seward, 

No. 60.] Lboatio.x of the United States, 

Paris, March 10, 186*5. 

Sir: Referring to your despatch No. 48, relative to the capture of the 
United States steamer AtIl by rebel Tezans in Mexican waters when on a 

voyage from New Orleans to 3Iatamoras, I have the honor to enclose a commu- 
nication which I made upon the subject to his exccUeucy the miuiiiter of 
foreign affairs yesterday. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of &tate. 



Mr, Bigdov} to Mr. Drougn de Lhu^s, » 

LeoaTION op the UxiTF.n States. 

Paris, Marrk 9, 16C5. 

8m r On the 16th day of July last the Unite<l States steamer Ark, belonging to John 
Bachino, a citizen of tli. Tiiiti^d' States, and ronimau<l< il hy Captain A. WilUamDon, was 
cleared from the port of ^'ew Orleans for tho port of l^latamorast in Mexico. 

When abont twi*lTe miles above Ba^j^dud, on the Rio Omnde, tn conseqnenee of an aed- 
dent to hor iiiachinrrv. sin- f.';riiimded within a iVw \ai>l-» nf tlii' Mi xi'-ati slmrc. Wiulo iU 
tiua position, and iu Mexican waters, she waa suized, ou the 7th of August, hy insuf^gont 
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enemies of tbe United States from Texas; fallen to BrownMrilte, oondeomed with her CMgo 
as lawini prizf, ami sohl at auction to some Mexieuu citizt-ns. 

The coustaiit ahme of the rights of ueutraU hy persons trading with the port of Mata> 
moras tluroughout the present war, and the open intercAnirHC and unfoifrued ^od umler* 
siatuliiitr betwef-n inlialutants of that port and euoniit's of the Uiiii<''l 8tHlf8 in T«'xa*, haro 
uirtK-rially prohjiigt'd ihf war itwlf, und have provoked, if not the seiiure, at least the 
bl<K-kade ot Mntainoras as a measure of self-protection. 

In view of all tlicsi- facts, I am instnicted to express to your excellency the desire of my 
go> crnuieut that ucutiulity may be regularly enforced by the French troops in occnpation 
of Mataniora.M, and tboa a source of Mnbanassoient maj be nmomA which aeems lo bo 
quite unnecessary. 

I hare the h««ior to renew to your exoellency the assunnoe of my most dlstin^ished 
oonsideiatiott. 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

His Excellency Mr. DRounr de Lhuys, 

Mimitter qf Femgn AfmuMt Pons. 



Mt, Seward to Mr* Bigehw, 

No. 65.] , Department op Statb» 

Washingtoth Meaxh 10, 1865. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
17th of Fehmaiy, No. 36, which gives me the information you have been able 
to acquire concemiag the insuigeut proceedings to enlist Polish sulgects of 

It is a pitiable result of the loss of natiottal life that any of the child ron of 
Poland should, under influences of whatever form of demoralisation, be dispo^ 
to ivixm into the military ranks of the army of disunion and slavery in the 
Uniird States. Happily, the waning fortunes of the rebels seem liki ly to 
render the acceptuiice of fiuch pt'r.-^oii.s to the insurgent f"orc«'S practically im- 
possible, and 80 to prevent their iucurriui^ a disgrace to which we can only 
lament that they have so blindly consented. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WXLUAM H. SEWARD. 

John BiaELOw, Esq., 4^. 



Mr, Bigehw to Mr, Seward. 

Ko. 62.] Lboation of the Umtkd Sta tp.s, 

Pans, March 

Sir: In consequence of a paragraph which I noticed in the Paris ccirrespond- 
ence of a London journal, I asked the minister of foreign affairs yesterday 
whether he had any mformation of a circular issued by the minister of foreign 
alhirs'of the Ardbduke Hazimnian to the maritime prefects of Mexico, in 
reference to consuls acting im gnlarly and witlinut exequaturs from the im- 
erial government, provoked, as was stated, by two recent appointments made 
y the government of the United States. llis excellency replies that he had 
<- not heard of anything of the kind, but, if I desired, he wotud procure me a 
copy, if any had been issued. I said that as the ciix;u1ar purported, according 
to the newspaper reports, to liave be«'ii provoked by tlio action of my govern- 
ment, I presumed it would inten ^t tin m to know what it was, and said 1 
would thank him to procure me a copy if he could conveniently. His excel- 
lency took a memorandum of my request, and said it should not be nej^lected. 

Th is morning I received the fir^t copy of a new journal, entitled the Epoque, 
established and conducted by M. Emeet Peydeau, in which the circular in 
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qnestion is given at length. Though I presume a copy has already reached 
you, there is a chance that it has not; I theratwe Gncfose a transiation* with 
the editorial paragraph which followed it. ^ 

In this couuexioD, I invite your attention to an article in the Constitutionnel 
of the 7th instant, ngned Bonifiice» relating to the reciprocal velationB of 
France* Mexico, and the United States, which is chiefly deserving of attention 
for the panifrrjiph with which it cIdiscs, and which may be translated ar^ follows : 

"The work which France has undertaken in Mexico, arid whir h .t/tr will not 
leave unfinished^ moves, then, towards a happy and rapid accompIishnieuL" 

This article appeared nearly sioinltaneously, I am told, upon what I deem 
eradible anthort^. with the. declaration of the Emperor to his council that the 
honor of Franco was involved in the support nf tho new empire in Mexico. 
This declaration was followed hy the issue of orders for the transport of 8,000 
men — that is, eight reeimeuta from Algeria — to the support of General Bazaine, 
who, as I have already advised yon, lacks confidence in the mercenaries with 
whom the Emperor has attempted to replace the French soldiers in the arch- 
duke's service. Sliould this information prove correct, it will j^ive to the ap- 
proaching debates on the address, in the corps le^'islatif, unusual importance. 
I am, sir, with great respect, jour obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Bbwabd, 

Secretary &aU, 9fe^ ifCn tfc. 



[Traoslalad fiom I'Epoqne, llareh 9, 1666.] 

Tht MimUUr oj Foreign Affairg in Mexico to Uu Political Prrfects of the. Empire. 

Mexico, January 18, 1805. 

It liafl oonw to 1h» knowledge of tills departmeilt that tirare are perwnis exercfslngr the fhne- 

timis of consular ujrcnts in the territory of thtt smpire without haviti? received tin' umihI 
exegtuUnr either from the government of his Majesty or from that of me old republic, thus 
oontrttvenin? established usa;^ and the law g^overain^ this matter. 

Yoii will be ])!< Hsrd to invite, with uU neci-ssiiry manapcmcnts, tho persons exercisiup tho 
above fnuctioim within your circonscriptioii to present to vou their brevet or their license. 
Too shall p-ivu to understand to such as shall not be abw lo |MW6nt soeh tiiat thej matt 
benrrfortli :il.--f uin tVoni fhe exercise of consular functions. 

Yuu sliaii hee that these prescriptions be strictly carrieU out, and shall give an account to 
dda dqpartme&t of tbtt isnfolarities you may haTO diMOTOied, or may iaaeom hereafter, In 
these matten. 

RAMIREZ. 
JfiMMfer, Seenlerjf^fSleUftr Foreign Affein* 

The circQhr derhreR a part!eiilar faiterest from the Teoent ap)H>intmeQt of a new United 

States consul lit Matnuioriis, and from tin- vtt]u*-lf<s e \ equator deUveied by Cofona io the 
coiukuior agent of the same country, residing at Maaatlau. 



• Mr, Seward to Mr* Bigeiow, 

No. 68.] Bbpastmbnt of Statb, 

Waskv^tim, March 13, 1865. 
Srn: I have recdred your despatch of the 17th of Febniary, Xo. 35, and I 
tliank you for your careful comment on the Emperor's speech, which was de> 
livered on the opening of the chambers. 
I am, air, your obedient Bcrvant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

John Bioblow, Esq., 8(c., ^fc Parte. 
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Mr, Seward io Mr. Bigelow, 

Ko, 70.J Dbpabtment of Rtatk, 

Washington, March 13, 1S65. 

Sir : T enclose for your informntion a copy of a despatch wliicli lias Ixm ii rf 
ceivetl from Mr. Chase, our consul general for Mexico, residing at Tampico* 
and of my answer thereto. A word of frank explanation mav now perhaps be 
fitly spukf II io Mr. Drouyn de Lbnya oonceming oar consalB and eonunercial 

agents in .Mexico. 

I Ix'i^nn with eaying that it is understorxl that a p<T?on nnlhorizt d Ity the 
power now dominant in the capital of Mi xico iiiis arrived at Nlw York and 
solicited aa informal interview with me. The advance dms proposed has been 
decUoed, in conformity with the settled position of this government to hold no 
intervi( w, public or private, with persons coming from iny country, other than 
the apeuti? duly accredited by the authority of that country which is reco;:;^nizcd 
bj this goveiumcnt. This govenimeut bias insisted that the oppoi>ite position, 
iNiich to some extent is held in other States, and under which Hason, Slidell, 
and Mann, insni^nt emissaries from this country, are admitted to mioffieial 
conferences, is unfriendly and injurious to the United States. Thus \re govern 
ourselves in our intercourse with other (States by the principles that we cfaum 
ought to govern them in their relations with the United States. 

We have uot, for political reasons, recalled, and we shall not recall, for snch 
teasonsi from Mexico, any of our agents who are accredited to the repnblican 
government in that country. On the contrary, we have not intended and we 
do not insist on their being allowed to remain there in the exercise of their fune- 
tions by the jiuthority which hat^ dipplaccd that goveniment in the caj)ital. If 
inhibited by these authorities, in places occupied by them, our agents are io- 
stmcted to desist from theur fhnctions, and, if need be, to withdraw from the 
country. Thus, while abiding events, we shall not he found increasing the 
confusion of afiair^ in that unfortunate country. In the course we are thus 
pursuing in regard to consular and coTninfrcial agents, we do not understand 
that they will, by tolerating thid course on our part in Mexico, make any politi* 
cal concessions to us. l%e matter is a purely commercial one, and has no po- 
litical significance whatever. 

It may he well, on the other hand, that the existing authorities in the city 
of Mexico should understand through the French government that no exclusioa 
of our agents will have any inliuence whatever to induce a change of the politi- 
cal atHUide towards Mexico which the government of die United States hae 
hitherto maintained. 

This goveniment has learned something of the value of concentration of pur- 
pose. We are engaged in suppressing a dangerous rebellion, and we are not 
willing to be unnecessarily diverted from that special duty with any contro- 
versy with any party in Mexico or elsewhere concerning afi'airs in that state. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
JoUiN BiQELOw, Esq., ife.f ige,, ige. • 



JTr. ClCMto Mr. F. W. Sctcard. 

Ko. 9.3 United States Consflatp. General, 

Tainpiro, February 16, 1965. 

BiR: I have tlit; honor to enclose horeAvitlj a copy of a note (No. 1 ) from the picfiit of this 
city, and my reply thereto. {No. hy which you will porreivc that tlie iii)|i('riul iiiinisler of 
forwipu r»^hitioii« iiistnicts the prelect to cause the coimuissious of all consuls to be prei^entad 

to him, iiiid, ill the evvut of iion-oontpUaacei th*offffTt4ftr it timaJiOTtMij thftf M if tifrf 
bom all consalai privilege*. 
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T<m wflldonbtless recollect that I was rpcotn^iBed hy Prerident Jnari^z at Ran Luis FOtofli, 
and as my cominis.'sion will be examined in tiiis nffici' to-morrow, I shall withhnUl tlmtrccog- 
nition from the ruling authorities here, and I am apprelifiisire that difficulties maj ha thrown 
in mj way to preveut the cxerdw of mj consular prerogatives, and I beg that you will bo 
plonscti to instruct me a^ to the proper course to be pnnued, sotbatlmajeanyoitttlieTieirt 
of our government should my fears bo realized. 

I bave reason to believe that the whole force of the ministerial despatch upon this subject 
is aimed at this consulate, in order that the qnestion of conaolar recognitions maj be at once 
contested between the imperial govenunent of Mexico and |hat of the United States. 
I hare the honor to be, sir, with great esteem and nspeet, your most obi dit tit m rvnnt, 

Hon. FftBIWKTCK W. Sbwabd, 

ilsttstaiil Secrelary V 8t0t^, WaMmgton. 



No. 1.3 TAMPtoo, Fsftraary 11, 1865. 

Mr. COKSin.: The political chief of this dqNurtmenl, from the city of Victoria, advlMf 

tlus prefecture, in a not'* dated the 2d instant, as follows : 

"His excellency the ujiuister of state and foreign affairs advises this cliief political prefec- 
ture, tinder date 18th Jairaary ultimo, wliat I here copy. 'It has come to the knowledge of 
the ministry that there are persons in the territory of the i nipirr- nho are acting^ as consular 
agents without having obtained the cnstomary exequatur, m-ithertrom his Majesty's govern- 
ment nor from that of the old Mexican republic, before its departure from this capital, con- 
travening, by 80 doing, the established usages and violating the laws relative to tlli^ matter. 
Yourlionor will be pleased to invite, in a very attentive manner, the persons who are uxer> 
cising those AuKfious iu the territory under your i miimaud, in order that they may present 
to you their paleut or authorization, and after taking notice of the same 'you will give an 
account of its result. Tho««e who do not present these documents, yon will make them under- 
stand they have to abstain from all consular functions. Your honor will fake can- of flie 
strict compliance of this ordiuance, and you will give an account to this minister of the 
abuses of thh} kind wluch they may have eommitted or m» etmimii.' And I enclose it to 
yon, in order that in that district it may be atrietlj complied with, giving me on account of 
its results." 

And I have the honor to commmdeata St to yon for yonf knowledge and the end heidn 

eocpn'ssed. 

(jod guard vou for nuinv years, 

Tha Fkeftek, JESUS DE LA BEBNA. 

The Secretary, P. S. Garera. ♦ 

Hr. CoxsuL Gf.nfral ^ 
Of tke United UlaUs of the Norths PrttML 



Mr, CAate fo Mr» ftma. 

So. S.] UXITBD Statbs Consulatb Obitrral, 

Tmmpico, February 13, 1865. 

8ui: I have the honor to acknowledgo the receipt of your note of the llth instant, in 
relation to consuls, and in reply thereto 1 have to accpiaint you that in the month of Deccm- 
Ix-r, ]f^',V}, 1 took charge of tuis consulate as vice-consul, was promotr.l by the Presidrnt to 
the rank of consul iu August, 1642, and to the rank of consul general in the early ^art of 
Jmie, 1863, and that the respective oommfssions are now filed in tide eomralate, subject to 
your insjx r:i<iiu should v our honor deem snrh iiisjx ction necessary. 

^ihave the Louur to be, with the liighbst consideraiiou, sir, your most obedient servant, 

FRAmCLIN CHA8B. 

Hoo. jF.srs m: la Serna, 

**I*reftUo Publico" 0/ Uu Southerm Dittria of TamanUpas, Sfc, S{c., Sec 



Mr, F. W, Setmi lo Mr, Class. 

D^PARTMBiiT OP Stats, WlukSmgimt, Mmrdi 13, 186S. 

Sir: Your desjmtch "So. 0 has been received. Your action in reply to iiujuirir^ nf tlic prc- 
ibet of police meets with the approbation of this department. Snould it be req^uirvd, you 
irtn csniMt both your commission and exe«|aatnr to the nroper antborities. Tonr fiincttone 
an not poUtfeaJ, and consequently yon have nothing to ao with the iMopdtionof anygor* 
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crniripnt, lint mnst snbinit to the authorities de fnrtn ]irf «fnt, nri'l 5f prohibited from dis- 
cLargiug your duties, jou will desist, aud report at oure tu this depnrtnicnt. lu that case 
yoa will be at Ubmtjr to ramain at 7001 post without exeidsing jooi fuatHimt, Of letun 
tothis couiitrv, as yoti nmy soc fi». 

I iiiu, sir, your obeUieut servaut, 

F. W. SEWARD, ilMiilmiC AerafWf . 

Franklin Chase, Esq., 

Lniled States Comul General, Tampico. 



Mr, Bigch/w to Jfr. Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No. 65.] Legation or the Txitrd States, 

Parix, March 14. 1S65. 

Sir : The sudden death of the Duke de Moruy, aud tlio procpect of an early 
termiuatioQ of the war iu the United States, has almost produced a panic in 
Paris. At no time eince the Italian war have the French people appeared so 
concerned for the future. The maiketa have all been depresBed, in spite of the 
efforts to sustain them. 

To enable you the better to approciate the iufluence and bearing of our late 
mflitary successes upon public opiuiou, I enclose extracts from a series ofjouruals, 
all more or less ** officious," and all published at or about the same time. Bnetomre 
No. 1 is an article from the Memorial Diplomatique on the " Monroe Doctrine." 
After givinp; an account of that doctrine, nn he understand^ it, the writer pro- 
ceeds to present additioual reasons for feeling no di.'^ quietude about the French 
empire in Mexico, in consequence of unfriendly feelings iu the United States. 

Endosnre No. 2 is a report of some xemaiha made in the senate on the lOth 

hj the Karquis de Boissr. 

• • #••••• 

Enclosure No. 3 is an extract firom the reply of Ghaix d'Est Auge to the Mar- 
quis de Boissy. 

^ndosure No. 4 is an extract firom an editorial article In the Avenir National 
of die ISlh, oonmienttng upon the artide already dted firom the Memorial Di- 
plomatique. - 

Also extracts in same endosure firom the Patrid and the Presse and La France 

of the 13th. 

These papers and proceedings will show that our attitude towards MexioohM 
been rendered much more disquieting to the people of France as our prospects 
of domestic peace have improved. 

I am, sir, vety respectfaUy, yonis* &e.» 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State. 



[Enclosure No. 1.] 
TnauktiaH frvm the_MemaM D^fhrntUique^ March IS, 18G5, page 172. 

m m m m m • • • «* 

Bucb, disongaffed from the cxnggeration of party spirit and politirul |iiis<ton«!, is this 
CuDODS Mouroo doctrine, that certain joomals seek to represent as the sword of Damocka 
Bospended over the crown of MazintlUan I. 

Put fni wiinl in order to protect the sovcrcifru independence of the state of tlie New "World, 
it cannot be applied to the actual state of things in Mexico without treading under foot the 

?rineinlf of popular sovereignty upon which it rests. Nothing is more natural than that tbo 
'niteu Si;it( s sliniil l not l»e pinticularly pleased with the re-cstalilisluiu Tit of iiiOTiarchy 
amoug then ucighL>or»i but that, through piue sympathy for the repubiicau torm, tiu^y 
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should believe theirsehes to possess tlip r'^rht to force Upon Mexico the re torn of aBaieliy, 
ifl what simple good »vum will ever refuse tu admit. 
In presence of the inceMsant apnrobation of an entire people, In presence of the daily in* 

CTeasitl^' popularity of the inipMial n<uj>l<', tlic best iicrreilitrcl orjiius of the Ainerieau presS 
have beeu forced to ackuowU-dge thiit the l-'ifiich expedition, far from Laviug exercised an 
iUe^timate preK.sure upon public opiuioti in Mexico, has, on the contmiy, aenred to bring 
out in a wondertul manner tiie In e t-xjiression of the iiaf ioiia! ^^ ill. 

"The end to be attained," said iht- Emperor of thelii'mli iu ihu Utti^r which he wrote to 
General Forey on the 'M July, IH*;*^, "is not to force upon tho Mexicans a form of povern- 
ment which would be'disagreeable to them, buMo aid tlietn in their efforts to estalili.sh, ac> 
cording to their own wish, a government which may have some chance of stability, and 
which can in^ul(; to Kraiue i« Im >s for the vTOOgsof which she coiDphdnfl." Andimme* 
diately afterward his Majesty adds : 

** we hare an intemt that the repnblie of the United Slates be powerfiil and i)ro8perons, 
bnt we hafe no inten t t tluit it should seize nnon tlie whok of Mexico, control th. net- tho 
Antilles, as well as iSouth America, and be the sole disueoser of the products of the i^ew 
World/' 

Hence we think that if the cventnalities be considered not from a point of view pnrely 
hypothetical uiid lonJitcluMil, but in their practiail and real aspect, we ought to take into 
•oeount the letter of Ntinoleon III, which traces out distinctly the attitude ot Fiance incase 
the T'liited Sfati s sIkhiIiI (l('[)art iVom the Alonroe doctrine, to snch a point as to am>r^ate to 
itselt the right of tutflago over a sovereign and independent state, as Mexico pluccd under 
the efficacious protection of the French flag. 

It was with thi8 object iu view that, on the 10th of April, 1664, the COnveDtion of Hira> 
mar was signed, in the preamble of which is read: 

"The govfinnient of his Majesty tho Emperor of the French and that of his Majesty tho 
£mperor of Mexico, animated by an equal desire to insure the re-establishment ot'^ order in 
]fenc«s and to consolidate the new empire, haTe resolTed to arrange by a conTentiom the 
conditions of the stay of the French troops in this country. 

** A&TICLC 1. The French troops which are now iu Mexico will bo reduced as soon as poe- 
irfUe tea eoips of 95,000 men, indndlng the foreign legion. 

"This corps, to pnitt-et the inten-sta which have cau.sed tlie intervention, wlU remain tem- 
po rarily in Mexico, un<l(r the conditions arranged by the following articles: 

"Article 2. The French troope will evacoate Hezieo aoctmnng as his Majesty the Em- 
peror of Mexico sliall be able to organize the troops nect ssjiry to n-iii.'Uf iheiii. 

"AUTICLE 3. The foreign legion in the service of France, couipused of ^,000 men, will, 
nevertheless, still remain tor six years in Mexico after all the t'oro-s shall have been recalled, 
oonformabiy to article 2. Dating from this moment, the said legion shall pa.«8 into the ser- 
vice and pay of th«* Mi-xican gtivernmeut. Tho Mexican government reserves to itself tho 
faculty of shortening ttie duration of tho employment of the foreign legion in Mexico." 

In virtue of the stipulation which we have just cited, an army corps of ij5,UU0 men re- 
mafaii in Mexico to protect the interests which have cansed the intervention until the emperor 
Maximilian shall hav*- ciL'anized the forces necessaiy to r( i>I;n i- tlicm. 

Should, however, the reorganization of the Mexicau army progress sufiiciently rapid to 
render the complete evacuation possible at some not distant tntnra, the foreign legion, whieh 
realizes an efTectivc of ^•,^HlO men, would still contintn to iiiiturl th»' French ti;i^ in Mexico 
for six whole ^ears utter the departure of all the ottn r troo|)s, unless the emperor Maxi- 
milian ahonld judge it expedient to shorten tho duration of its employment. Thus imposing 
as seems the force of bayonets of which the I'nited Stat. -, will be able to dispose if they 
end the fratricidal war which at present (livid« s them, then: is very littio fear that they will 
he disposed to make an attu< k iij uin Mexico, where, for eight or ten years Still, they arc suro 
to meet the French tlag; and siiould tln'v fortrct that it is to the generous co-operation of 
France that they owe their own independence, they could not he ignorant that the govem- 
meut of the kmperor Napoleon HI does not compound in a matter of honor and dignity. 

When Russia, confiding in the forbearance of w hich the other great powers Imd but too 
long time manifested in regard to her, attempted, iu l^'.^it, to fix forever her political pre- 
ponderance in the east, imperial France did not hesitate an instant to draw the swoid to 
imuptain the independence and integrity of the Ott«>mau empire. Then pessamists were not 
wanting to spread alarm over the Issue ef a struggle entered into, at so great a distance, 
against the fi>rmidal>le i Ids^us of the iMrtli. The Ikilish cabinet itself appeared at first 
hightened at the consequences of so perilous an undertaking, and was already disi>«)sed to 
•nbseribe to the wishes of tlie Caar; bnt imperial France having declared that were she 
obliged to sustain the war alone she would none the Icsh take up flie glovo which tho AutOCrat 
of all the liussias had thrown down to Europe, England tound hi taeif drawn, iu spite of 
h<irse]f, into the CiiiiK uii expedition. 

It is principally to tins ^;i..riiiTis campaign that tho government of Napoleon IU owea the 
iminense prestige which it now exercises throughout tin; whole world. 

In revealing the power of his country in so striking a manner, he has, at the same time* 
detivexed all Europe from the baleful tenor which the Mtucovito furoes Jiis|nred, theexagger> 



Digitized by Google 



382 



DIPLOMATIC C0BBE8P0NDENCE. 



ationof which weighed upon lier like a iiiplitmaro, parnlyziug tho regular development of 
liberal institatioiw m the centre of our crtntiiKiut. 

As soon as the note of the notable.s of Mexico, conferrinp the crown upon the Arrlnlnko 
Ferdinand Maxiiulliun of Austria, had by tho sub.suoueut lidhe^ion of the (ijfM«i((imu>n^o« ob- 
taiucd the le^rai Hauctiou ef tlie country, tho French diplomacy ninde it its duty to aMnre 
itself of the true disponitioDS uf the American cabinet in regArd to the new einpirc of Mexico. 
President Lincoln and Mr. Seward, at Waihingtou, as well as Mr. Dayton, at Tans, did not 
cease tousst-rt the well-dotined purpose of the government of the United 8tat«-s forespect the 
re«alt0 of the fit «■ vote of the Mexican people. Ttiej added, that out of regard to France^ 
whose fHendly >yiiipathiea for the Union w^ confirmed by ber scriipiilotts nentralit^ in the 
•war betwei-n the north and tlie south, President Lincoln, in case of re-election, twriimlly 
promised to enter into diplomatic relatione with the government of Maximilian I if he woe 
generally recognized by the other powere of Enrope and America. The beat-informed Amer- 
ican jounmlH a;jree in stating that I'rcHident Lincoln only awaiteJ the date of the renewal of 
Lis funetionH on the 4th of March to recognize otficially the new Mexican empire; and this 
teoOfpiition, positively decided upon and makinga part of the political programme Ot the gOV^ 
erumcut ut WaKhington, will no doubt entablish without delaj between tho two OOOntliM PB- 
lutious of p<'rfc'Ct understamliiig and neighborlincss. 

Ni-v( r iu its discussions has the cabinet of Washington allowed to transpira the slightest 
allusion to the Monroe doctrine : still less has it from this leadinp: point made reserves impljr- 
ing any right whatever in the internal aifairs of Mexico. In etlert the last attempt at concd- 
iation li. twe« n the confederates and the federals has revealed to us that the initiative tend- 
ing to prop up the Monroe doctrine does not belong to the goverinnont of the north, bnt to 
that of^ the confederates, who, in a common imdertakiug based upon this doctrine, saw • 
melius of bringing bsck the opinion of the population of the aoutk to ideas of condliatian 
and federal unity. 

It will be objected, {>erhaps, that if President Lincoln has preserved np to the present mo- 
ment a wise niid i>ru»l<'(it attitude, it was to better cultivate tin lu ntrnlity of France iu the 
existing Mruggle between the nortli and the south, and that nothing could guarantee to us 
that, once a reconciliation made between tho bclligereuts, he will not l)reak through his 
promises, shielding himself behind the double pressure of Ckmgress and the public opinion of 
tlie eountry. 

The most efficacious guarantee for the ulterior condnct of the government of Washington 
lies, in our opinion, in tlie powerful interest which the United States have to ejitertain amica- 
ble relations with France. The notice to tenniiiato the treaty stipulations of 1817 between 
England and the United States, relative to the ^rai lakuy betrays iu Presid«'Ut Lincoln the 
presentiment of an inevitable rupture sooner or later between his country and Great Britain. 

If peace is concluded between the north and tho south, the armies at the disposition of 
tbeAbierican Union will not bo long in being used against Canada under one pretext or 
another. It would lie the height of folly to irritate England, and at the same time to alien- 
ate the i^y tnpathies of France. The peace which would come to put an end to the war which 
the federals and eonft dt rates now wafje will iic\-er be ninre than a truce. The schism be- 
tween the north and the south is too deep to be entirely effaced, unh'ss after several generic 
tions. Let the great powera coalesce against the north, and allow the soath to nave a 
glimpse of the perspective of a complete indi-pendenee, tin y will at ntu-e find in the secession 
States an army ix-ady to again take tlie iidd iiguiust a conmion enemy. Spain, on her side, 
will not ask better than t^ join her tieet to the naval forces of France and England, for more 
than M< xico, which Is covered by the French flag» is the island of Cuba menaced by tha 

I'nited States. 

If, after four years of bloody war, the government of Washington has not vet succeeded ia 
subduing the confederates, can it for an instant remain under tlie delusion that it can make 
head against the formidable coalition of which France would necessarily become the soalT 
For in distorting tho principle of tho Monroe doctrine, in order to launch an army against 
Mexico, the United States would in consequence affect jEVuice as to her honor and as to her 
interests : as to her honor, because she oontd not leave unfinished the worlc which Napoleon 
III has called the glorious yani of his reign; as to her interests, because, as Mr. Drouyn 
de Lhuys says in his despatch, addressed tho 17th November, J6(>;i, to the Marquis de Mon- 
tholon, (page 182 of the Tellow Book,) the end of the expedition to Mexico would not be 
completely attained if it should not have for effect to create between two empires a dose sol^ 

idarity of interests. 

LE CHEYALIEB L. DEBSAMEZ DE SOLDAFEMNA. 



fEnclo'^ure No. 2.] 
ExtrutUfrom the debate in tht stmUe, March 10, ISoo. 

TUEMAR«iUIS DE HoiSSV. •••••• 

I return to the uut stiuu of intervention. We intervene iu China, and wc are about to return. 
But I think we hMl better fintntum from Maxioo. Than are two laiga black poitits in the 
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horizon — Mexico and Rome. With respect to Mexico, this ia the gentimeotal wish I form. 
I wish that the American war may not end, bnt continne forever, even to the complete ex- 
t^Tininution of tlie conteiKliiip: pjirties, if necessary. If the vrar slioulil nnfortunAtely OOme 
to aa end, our armj would be taken prisoner. (Protestations on all sides.) 

Baron oe HrcRBRin. Snch laugusigr cannot be used in such an atsembly as the senate. 
(Adhesion.) 

The Marquis de Boissy. Why, you would have to deal with an army of 5U0,0U0 or 
600,000 sconndrels. (Mnnrnm.) 
TiiF. pRRsiDKNT. Vonr suppoeittooB 909 itgwioot lo 001 toWm, KoA Uie teoale ezpnaiM 

its fe«-liii^ii by its muriuurs. 

The >1aRQV» de B0I88Y. I do not thinlc so. (Affirmative 8i|^> 

THK rur.sjDKNT, You see, 51. le Marqnis, that the senate does not afjree with yon. 

TiiK M AKUi IS DK BoissY. Nevertlielesfl, it is tnio that our uuny reduced to a total— 
(Iiiti.-rmptiou and cries of QneftiMl! Question!) 

The President. The mnrmnrs of the senate are the best reply to your ohservations. 

TiTE Marqi IS DE Bolshy. Well, then, be it so. We shall triuuiph— 20, UUO nieu against 
r/'i K 000 or cm, 000. But how much will that coat u t (Enough ! Enoogfa ! ) Let ua torn 
our eyes, then, to China. 

4 



[Enclosure No. 3.] 
The Marquis de Bowsy was followed by Chaix d'Est Ati<»e. 

The following is an extract from the reply of Chni.v d'Est Aupo to the Mttr<iiu8 de Boissy, 
in the senate, Hardi 10, 1866: 

* * * The speaker has trenched npon a number of questions, into 

wblcb I shall hardly b« eoqiected to follow bim. Bnt the convention and the attairi^ of &f exico 
are twn importHut question.^ evt-ry way worthy of atteutioii. 'riinsK- t|ii<v<iii>iis will be trcatod 
by other speakers, and this is not the moment to go very fully into them. Of the cvnvention 
I Dee leave not to say a single word. As to Mexico, I bave at present not mnch to say. 
Tbc^fai«itiis de l{oi.s-*y cull-; hitiisilf tlic fricud of humanity ; yet, wlicn spi nkin^ uf the fra- 
tricidal war which is ravaging the United States of America, he expressed a wish that the 
ttru^prle, lm{rfons in its nature and its results, might nover cease. That is a wish which I 
re|)el in tlie stroniirt^st inanner. And if the interests of my country rcfjuin d the continuation 
oi this conflict, 1 could never, without the most honrtfelt repu^atico, iiuniolate humanity on 
tbe altar of myoonntry. M. de Boisq^ fears tl:at h' tli«- Tnitird States should Ix^come onoa 
more united, our army would he comj>roniised, and possibly soou be nmdi> jirisoners of 
war. Let him be reassured : the United States have too much good sense and reason to enter 
into such u war; they will not traverse deserts to add other pvorlnces to provinces already 
too numerous. It is not because thev are exhausted, but from a well-unuerstood feeling as 
to tbeir own Interest, that they woulu not think of attacking us in Mexico. The same reasons 
prevaile«l with England when she declined to furtify Quebec, saying there was no reason to 
fear, and that Quebec was not threatened. I will briefly reply on a point to which I ad- 
rerted last year, and in respect of which I tiKmght I baa given tbe Marqnis de Botssy him- 
s( If sati>fa( tory t xplanation. The customs receipts of Vera Cruz, befote <iur exjicdition to 
Mexico, were engaged to satisfy the claims of England, France, and Spain, aud wore divided 
monthly between then. On tdung possession of that port, oonld we ny to England and 
Spain, "the treaties are null and void ; we tear them up and scatter them to tb. winds ?" 
ho ; we regarded thum as sacred, aud respecting them was not giving way to Eugiaud, but 
boDombly Mfllling * contraet which bote the sipiaton of Aanoe. 



[Enoloaiire Ko. 4.] 
Esarwdfinm **X.*Av$Hir XMiamd,** Smida^, ISA JHM, 1866. 

^to Memorial Diplomatique exerts itself to demonstrate that fhi- Monroe doctrine U in no 
way applicable to the present situation. "The system," it says. " that Presideui Monroe 
intended to combat was no other than that of legitimacy." This was, in effact, we concede, 
the first thought of M«tnroe at tbe moment wheu Spain thought of reconqui-ritt-,'- her ft)rnier 
colonies. \\ e bave alreiidy said that tbi- dechirution of Monroe was made at tiiD mitigation 
o{ Canning, who was alarmed at the temb iu iejj of the congress of Verona. 

Bnt now the Americans give to the principle a more extended interpretation. They see 
only in tbe words of Monroe the passage which is the solely important one for them : " We 
owe it to our goml faiib, and to tin- amiable ielati(»n.s which exist between the allied powers 
and the United ikates, to declare that we would consider any attempt on their part to extend 
their system ttt any part of tUa hemiq^ere aa dangmnis lor oar tvanqnillity and our secu- 

N 
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rity." Tl i-; 's tl:o political fjvanpcl of the Anifricnne, nnd onr can foro^co llint Tipon tlie 
day whc II tii>' M)uth, at the fud of iiH rosoums, will be obliged to subniit, it will take as a 
prt-text tor ri'coiK-iliation the ne<-e8snr>' a])plicAtioB of the Ifonroe doctrine. 

W'l' srarcL-ly believe, with M. de Boissy, that us s..o!i jH not' is conrhulfd there will bo 
an invrtKion ut' Mi'xico of ofHi.OOU to GUO.UOO vurtidtss scamps. But this is an eveutuality 
•gaisst which it won III l u pmdtnt lognard. 

It is wisdom in the French (i^vQniiiiaDt to avoid a lueleM danpfer in forei^ qnart«re. 
The convention with Maxiniiliau of the 10th April, says well that 2r>,000 men, iMcluding 
the foreign legion, will remain temporarily in Mexico; but no minimum of sojourn is stipu- 
lated for — except for the fordca lefpon, which ia to remain for six years — so all the otlier 
troops muy be recalled from the present moment. We ought to wish that this may be at tha 
•ooneKt |ii ri,Ml ]Ki-siliIe. 

Mevei thelcss, tba Memorial Diplomatique, so reassuring in whatever concerns Mexico, is 
less incredulous in what regards the British possessions. '*If peace,** says it, **be eon« 
eluded between tlie north and the south, the dispoMiblo armies of the American Union will 
not delay, under one jiretext or another, to be u.sed ag^aiu&t Canada." What prevision is 
this which makes the Americans march rather towards the north than towards tbesoiltht 
We do not w ish, like tlie Memorial Diploiiiati<jne, to pive ourselves airs of jtrophesy, but W* 
repeat that wu would bke for more Uiau oue n ii.huii to see our troops return from Mexico. 



[EndMnra No. 4.] 

£xlracCt tfwiuUUtdfr^m £« Fmue, ( Asoas /fMiidsrs J Mank 19, 1866* 

Kvents have oeennred, this week, which liave reacted on the finandal as well as on tfie' 

politiciil The illness aiul death of M. de Morny produced for a while a li j^'itimate 

scu.saiioii aoioii^' liie fiiinncial men accustomed to identity the nublic credit with the slater 
man whose name is intimately cminected with the institutions of the country. But this sen- 
sation could not lie UiHtinp; the present state of inactivity existed at the Bourse previous to 
the painful event which has so justly occupied public attention, ami it will doublie^a con- 
tinue to exii^t after this S4>nsation shall have pas.sed away. 

Attein|>t-i ttre also nuide to intiuence the marlcot under pretence of the varions vicissitudea 
of the w ai K> inj» on in America between the north and south j but the confederates are vet 
far from hv'mp compiered, and the fears expressed in relation to MexioOf in Case of peaoo 
ingrestored in tlie United States, are singularly premature. 

Why not ascribe the present situation to its peneral and real causes, instead of stopping at 
mere secondary eon-i li mtions ? The cause may be summed up in one word — distrusL 
How can those w ho have for so long a time sown the seeds of distrust wonder that they abould 
now bear fruits f Every enterprise or insHtutlon of credit has been attacked, and we cannot 
be surprised that the ;nri>]ic. havinpr become sn-piciousof them, daiasno loOgiMT TentarenpOOl 
a ground whose uusieuUiuess has so often beeu denounced. 



COHinUATlOV OF EirCMMUlCB Ko. 4, 

ITnauUrttdfnm tk» MtrnwUl Diplomatique^ lUnk 13, 1865.] 

Besides the "Credit Mobilier,'* and its fbrtbeomin^ dividend, which oontinQes to be much 

tftlke<l about, the finaneiul world appears greatly prt ni riijiied concerninp the future of the 
Mexican empire and the consequences which the appioachiug cessation of hostilities between 
the northern and the southern armies may have for that country. 

The warlike tendencies evinced some time ago by <'ertain members of the Uuit»M States 
Senate weie but disconnected tacts, for winch the governuieiit at Woshinprton could in no 
wise be considered responsible. The initiative of the resolution adopted by that eminently 
f'clilu vu'ive assembly is not of a nature to justify the fear that, as some ceaselessly repeat It 
iu tile niaiket, as soon as the fratricidal war which has for four years destdated thai country 
[shall ceaise. ] the Mexican eu»piro will become, in the name of the Monroe doctrine, the aim 
of these tumultuous hosts, condemned by peace to an inactivity which would all at once be- 
come daufjerons for Europe. 

Shall iLe I'nited States, atler beiu^ reconstructed bv peace, not have wounds enouph of 
their own to biud up t}elore attempting to quarrel with tiieir oeighlwrs ? An empty treasury, 
a country laid waste, and a decimated population, are these not interior enemies with whom 
tliey shall also have to eontend ? 

T he w «nk of regeueratiou so happily commenced .and carried on by the empemr Maxi- 
milian, w ith as nmeh firmness as success, may well be considered as a sure proof of tha 
liberal views of civiliz tt! .!! and procrn^ss which have so far inspired all tlie acts of the new 
Mexican empire, iu our opiuion the edicts of the eutperor are in uo ways lulurior iu reoiity 
to the principles of pretended eqnali^ of the United Sialea of America. 
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Indeed, the coaselcN^ solicitnflo af the n«'wly flocfod sovereign for tho wolfarr of this peo- 
ple becomes every day more luauiteiit ia IiIa iucesaant labors. Creation of railroad compa- 
nies, contmcto for laMlne traiiapoitation on the Pacific, everywhere, in abort, does the em- 
pew aeek to rimultttUfously infuse activity ami into thiit comitrv so favored by uiiture. 

To demonstrate once more the vabie ot" these assertions, \s r j»ive Iiore the principal coudi- 
tioii of a contract between the goM-i nnuMit of bia Imperial Majesty, MaidnNlian I, and Mr. 
Edward Gaatberio, ahip*owner, baving tb« contraetfior tbe Imperial M^wrf^iftn Expieas Cm- 
pan y : 

The company to to be MeKican t foreignen beeoming membara ahalLbaTo to ranoonoa tbe 

lightt) they may poi^seHs as such. 

The vessels on the Gulf Hues shall carry tiio Mexican tlug, and be nationalized according to 
the laws already in force. 

Tbe ataamera of the Imperial Mexican Expraaa shall run on the four lines of Vera Cruz to 
New Orleans, Vera Cmz to Havana, Vera Cma to Campeachy, and along the whole coast 
firoin Taxpam to Cnaizticoalcos. 

The ships of the company shall be exempt from port and ligbt-housc duties. 

Tbe company receives from tbe ftovemment of bis Imperial I^Iujesty tlie monopoly for tbe 
construction of jetties an.1 hrcakwaters in the stopj)int: [lorts of itti sicHiutrs, mid Is antliui 'zf.! 
to levy upon coininerce a traudit or storage duty on ail goods shipped from or lauded on these 
jettii - or breakwaters. 

Tliis duty slmll bi* eqiiivaleut to i^O centimes per ton for ordinary good's, and HQ centimes 
per two hundred pounds lor such merchandise as iron, lead, rails, steani-ciiL'-ines. miuerals, &c. 

The government shall receive from the company '^0 percent, of the duties levied by it. 
The receipt of these duties shall be registered in two books, one of which shall remain in tbe 
office of the company and the other ui the otfic^ of the custom-house. 

The vessels of the company shall, on their lines, transport the employes of tbe preventive 
aervice and tin: mails, i^esides the usual postage, ttie post office administration will take 
additional postage on tbe company's account, wnicb it snail pay to it at the time of embark- 
in.: the jjin l hr.gs; and the amount due to tbe companj abau vary acoording to tbe net 
w«^ht of the bags and the nature of their contents. 

Thus, for the mere transportation of letters tbe p^ovemment eball \>iiy one real par balf 
ounce weight, being the price of a single letter fn in (.no point to anotber of tbe Gulf of 
Mexico, i'^ur letters to Havana tlie company shall receive two reahi. 

For carrying newspapers, pamphlets, ana printed matter, tiie company sball diarge two 

teal-* per arrobe. 

The company engages to build its workshops, buildiug docks, storehouses and yards on 
the grounds designated by his Imperial Mnjesty 's government. The port of VeraCma is tbe 
point momentarily chosen as the centre of the lines of tiie Imperial Mexican Exfiress steamers. 

The company shall, as much as possible, employ the inhabitants of the cuuutry, as also 
tbe materials it fumisbes, such aa wood, copper, iron, coal, &c. 

Tbe grant is made for twenty-one yearn, and to ^ exdnaloa of asaj other Mexican com- 
pany. MAXIMILIAN. 

ChapCLTEPEC, Jamiarp 38, 186S. 



lExiraet from La Pratis^ Momdagl JKcrdk 13, 186S*] 

Money is abundant. The proof is seen by the state of the bank and by its rate of dis- 
count, which it has beeu obliged to reduce to 3^ per ceut. ; but this mouey does not want to 
be employed. 

This fueling of distrust which tlio capita! evidences is not pectiliar to Fiance ; the English 
market prove-i it by the coutiuuance of its feebleuesa. Otic cannot, then, without injustice 
attribute to tbe situation of a plaoe, nor to noisily ramored pri.ceedinga, tbe dearth of our 
business and the wtakii'^ss of otir market. European politicks leaves us in an absolute re- 
pose. From the Aui< i u an ^ide it is not the same. It is a sad thing to say, but we fear for 
our caab liozes that peac4> may be made in America. The largest thorn that we have in our 
foot is, incontestably, the Mexican affair, which trammels our finances, and which causes 
lively upprehenstons for the future. The equilibrium of our budgi t will fieel for a longtime, 
we think, the Mexican expedition. It allows to float incessantly the fear of a lo:in, u-hicb 
may be retarded by tbe aid of treasury means at tbe disposal of the minister, but the bauk- 
en tbink Ibat it cannot be avoided. Italy berself tbreatena oa witb a loan. 



IFrom La Patr i, March 13.] 
Letters from Nt w York, up to tbe25tb of Febnuury, brongbt oat b^ tbe North American, 

anived yesterday iu Loii<lon. 

Tbey contain no further military news, but there has been received in New York the text 
of an addr. Ms of Joarea to tbe Mekicans, in wbicb be says, " Faitbful to my duty and to my 
25 D c ♦ ♦ 
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conscieiice, I shall doTOtoall mr eneriry to th» luUional defence, with the assistance mmI go- 
o]>f>ratioii of the Mexican flag. He denonncea emperor Maximilian as a Tit>ui ]>( r enslaTing 

a <i<>t' nation. 

Uuitotoii papers publish a correspondence between the confederate Colonel Cyroaand 
G**neral L(»}>ez, commandinfir the imperial troops on the Rio Grande. Cyron hifcHins Lopes 

tliat the confederiitc <ri>v« riiMiLiit «lt ^ii ci* to etiltivnlt^ friendly relations with the Mt-xicaii f!;ov- 
erijnieut. Lopez in ri'turn decltirus his Hynipatliics for the southern cause. Nanietl t-ouj- 
nmnder by emperor Maximilian, he hhvs that the sous of tho con feileracy can rely ou the 
CHiii])t> :< x'cnrity of tlicir p' rsni:s nu<] ititcrt-st, .nn<l on the fuUeat hospitality. He shall peT- 
mit uu i-xpeditiuiui to be htl^^d out against the couieUerates. 

Houston papers also r^ort that MatainocM has osased to be a fkee pert. 



IFnm L* Pwtrii, Mmnk 13 ] 

Howevi T, in 8pite of all the elements tending^ to improve the condition of the market, the 
pcaceliil newH from Aniciini hiis heen uunie use of by the jiHrlii's wishing to depreciate tbe 
stocks, who multiplied their otl'ers, and 8i»ught to frignteu their uppuueuis by hinting at the 
complications which, acoordinpr to them, mi^t arise from a cessation of hostilities in tbe 
I'liitnl .States. From that iiioin. i ' 'In- Ujiwanl tfinli-nrv I'f juirt s wivs not only coinplotely 
paralyzed, but a retrograding teudoucy prevailed, and uiu.st .ntockii lost tbe advance they had 
pieyiousl^ obtaiaed ; some even desceDoing below tbe prevtons fortnight's qnotstioii. 



Mr, Bigeloto to Mr. Seward, 

No. 69.] Lboatiox of THR United States, 

Pam, March 17, 1S6.5. 

Sir: Enclo?otl you will fnid a momornndum of a cotiver.-nt! >Ti wliich I had 
tlic honor to hold with lii.-^ excellency Mr. Drouyn de Lhuy««, on the Oih inst.uit, 
ill retereiice to the forcible surrender by Geueral Mejia of refugees from ihe 
rebel army, refened to in yonr despatch No. 49. 

The original of this memoranduiii was left yesterday with his excellency the 
minif'ter of foreign affuirs. 

I have the honor to be, m, yonr very obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Sbwasd, 

iSecretary StaU, Sfc,, Sfe. 



[Memtfraadum.^ 

Lkoation of tub United States, 

JIM1&, 1865. 

Tlie nn lrrs;;rTu <l. chrtrfri"' (VaflTaires of tin' T'li'ti tl J^tfttcs, lia<l the hnnor to snbmit vi»rb«lly 
to his <'Xi «"ilency Mr. Drouyu de Lbuy?, minister ot" foreign affairs, the followiug sttttemout 
Oti the 'Jth instant: 

It i.s statct] ujxiii official authority tlmt Ociieral Mcjia, commanding tbe Mojlii division of 
the French mniy at ilataiiioras, had arrestt j botween twenty and thirty retu^-e.s from the 
rebel army in Texas; coiiductod them, under the pruard of a file of soldifr?*, to the banks of 
till' Tfio (Jraude and delivered them into the hands of armed enemies of the I'nited States. 
Hie ort'tfxt aasigned, I am told by tieneral Mfjia, for this procedure, wa«, that they wete 
offenders a^rainst the laws of the confederacy, and, therefon-, liable to extradition. If so, 
Genernl 3Iejia appears not to have been aware' that the alleged criminals bad a right to a fair 
trial and conviction, which was denied them before they could be surrendered to any jfovem- 
nieut, and that he liai then authority to surrender them only upon the suit of a <::ovemment 
recoguizod by the Emperor of France, and to wbich the rigbt of extradition bad been, con- 
ceded by treaty. 

The refiip-es in question wore soized by^fr \icnn ^nldiers, under the orders of Gonornl Mejia, 
aud delivered wiibout any trial iulu the haud^ uf an armed band of conspirators from Texas, 
who represented no hiwtul government, and who eould not, tfaerefoie, have any political 
status in any Mexican triliunal. civil or military. 

Tbe undersigned, while supreciatinp^ the difficulty of enforcing neutrality along the line 
wbicb divides Texas from Mexico, where the temptations to Ytolate it are so nninenms, ex- 
pressed tbe hope and expectation of bis povernriient tlmt tli<> ;rovernmont of France would 
not permit the conduct of Ueueral Mejia to pass without such lustructiuus as w ould prevent 
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TBrarrmee of A Ttroceedfnir too liable to distnrb the fHendly telstlonB of tbe two countries. 

Tfif uiiil. rsio ni (I nviiiit '] liimsplf of tho same ocnisifui to express to his exo'llciH y the 
mioister ut fureigo atlairs the togret of his governmeut ut the exceptionable tone of tho corre- 
spondence, addreimed b^ the United States consnl at Matamorae to General Mejiu, iu refer- 
euce to the surrender of these refii^roes. and to state that ordt-rs relievinp the ijicMiinltent from 
his otlicial ciiarp? were ou their wny.to him at the time tlio correspondence was patiding. 

His excellency Mr. Dronyn de Lhnys stated, in reply to the undersized, that he bad re- 
ceived no infoniiation whatever upon tho snhjert rcffnetl to hy the undtTsirrnrd. save %vhat 
the .uu<]er8i^nod hud c^jnnuunicAtcd : tliat the subject should be tal^en into respccttul cousid- 
eratiofi, and that the officers of the imperial goyeromoBt in Mexioo should be instnictad to 
preserve a rigforons neutrality. 

The audersigued avails himself of this occasion to renow to his excellency tho miuister of 
findgn afikiia tha airomaoM of bis most distingnialied cooaldanUioii. 

JOmi BIGELOW 



Mr, Seward t» Mr, Bigetcw* , . 

[Extract] 

No. 71.] Dbpartmbnt OP Statr, 

Woihington, March 17, 1865. 

Sir: T tave now to rocur to eninp sn^trcHtioriB contained in your despatch 
No. 2d, tho receipt of which I have already acknowledged, and also to acknowl- 
edge, in dae form, the receipt of your despatch of February 14, No. 3U. 

The budoi of tliefle autten is an uneaay stato of mind in the Emperor's 
goveroment coneemiDg our private rdations with Ffanoe» as alfected hy the war 
in Mexico. 

This government forepaw the present erabarrapsment, and expressed itself 
frankly to the imperial government beiore it intervened in Mexico. It ia that 
embarrasement which now affeets the political situation in regard to that coun- 
tiy. Even if it were neeessary, on our part, to lal)or for its removal, the tradi- 
tions and sympathies of a whole continent could not he uprooted by the eacondse 
of any national autliority, and especially -could it not he done by a gnveniment 
that is 80 purely democratic as ours. 'ITie Emperor's persistence implies that 
he yet believes to be certain, what we have constantly told him that the people 
of toe United States, reasoning upon preconceived sentiments and national prin- 
ciples, caimot even iqppreheud to be possible— namelji that a new European 
monarchical By stem can and ought to be permanently established on the Amer- 
ican continent, and in territory bordering oti this republic. It would scf m that 
all parties must abide the trial of the experiment, of which trial it will be con- 
fessed that the people of Mexico mnst ulnmately be the arbiters. 

This government has not interfered. It does not propose to interfere in that 
trial. It firmly repels foreign intervention here, and looks with disfavor upon 
it anywhere. Therefore, for us to intervene in Mexico would be only to reverse 
onr own principles, and to adopt iu regard to that country the very policy which 
in any case we disallow* 

I am, sir, jrour obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

John Biuklow, £s(|., ifCn 4>^>> Parit. 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Bigdom, 

Ko. 77.1 Departmbnt of Btatr, 

Woihmgtmi, March 23, 1865. 

8iB : I have recdved jonr despatch of March 6, No. 44. 

Unemployed pditicians can often raise vehement disputes upon mere surmises 
or accidents, ns they can sometimes prohibit all debate upon the most question- 
able measures; ^ 
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The French gOTerament ea& very weD undefstend that oar deUj In filling 
the legation at Paris was involuntary, became that eovemoient has really found 

the appointmfnt of a mhiistor here was n duty attcnaed by some embarrns^raent. 

I thank you for the information you gave me coDcemiog the negotiations o£ 
Haximiliau at Rome ibr a coucordat. • 
I am, sir, jonr obedient servanti 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

John Biqblow, Esq^ ^e^llfe^^c 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Bigdow. 

« 

No. 86.] Dbpa^mrnt op State, 

WaAingimh March 97, 1865. 

SiB: Tonr despatch of the 10th of March, No. 52, which is accompanied by 
a translntioTi of a circular issued by tlie minij^ter of foreign affairs of tin- Arch- 
duke ^laxiniilian. rilntive to consuls in Mexico, who have no ex«'t|nnturs trom 
the imperial governmeut, has been received. X have already guliicieutly ex- 
plained oar position on this sabjeet 

I am, sir,-Toar obedient servant, 

WILLIAHi H. SEWA&D. 

John Biaelow, Esq., 4^. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Bigelow, 

Ko. 89.] Dbpartmbnt op State* 

Washington, March 27, 1865. 

Sir : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 10th instant. 
No. 50, ench)sino: a copy of your note of the 9th instant to Mr. Drouyn de 
Lhuys, in regard to the capture of the United States steamer Ark by Texan ia- 
Burgents in Mexican waters, and in reply to inform you that your note is ap- 
proved. 

I am, sir, voor obedient servant, 

WILUAM H. S£WARD. 

John Biuelow, Esq., 4v., ifc, 4^ 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Bigelow. 

No. 94.] Department op Statr, 

Washingtmi, March 28, 1865. 

Siu : Your despatch of the 1 lt]i fif !\rnreh, No. .')-'), ha?' been received, and I 
have read with much interest the papers which accompany it, and which illus- 
trate the di.-«quietude uow prevailing in Taris. 

Fortunately, I have in my despatch of 15th instant, No. 71, explained to yoa 
the views and sentiments which our military and political situation suggests. 
We want our national right?. We are not looking for ulterior, national advan- 
tages, or aggrandizement, much less for occasions for ) etaliating in otlier fonna 
of hostility against foreign states. We are not propagandists, although we are 
consistent in onr political convictions. 

I am, sir, voor obedient servant 

WILLIAM fi. SEWABD. 

Jou.N BiOBLOw, Esq., tgc,, ifc, 

« ■ 
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Mr, Bigclow to Mr. Setcard, 

m ■ 

[WiOi two onckMUM.] 

Ko. 66.] Lboation of thb United States, 

Pam, March 28, 1860. 
Sir : I have roceived a " note rerbale" from his excellency Drouyn de 
UiOYB, in reply to iny note of the 9th inBtant, and in defence of tlie seizure of . 
one nundred caekH of powder in Uie golf of La Paz, on board the United States 
Bcliooner W. L. Rieharaaon, by a Freneh vessel-of-war. I encloae a copy and 
tianslation ; 

And am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Sbwakd^ 

Senrelary of Staie, ^fe^ Sfc., !fc. 



VMal note * 
[Tnuitlatioii.] 

March, ISCS. 

The minister of foreign affairs ba« had the bonor of receiring the note addressed to him 
hy M. the charge d'affidna of the ITnited States, on the 9th Instant, ooneeming one hundred 
rMk«i of powdor seized in tho f,'nlf' nf Lh Paz, on bonrtl of tlie Unilfd States schooner Wm. 
L. Uiebanlson, by a vessel of tbe Fruuub division, on tbo Pacific staUon. Tbe information 
receivod direct by the department of fordgn aSNAn on this subject laaTes no doubt that tint 

7. ti rr> was madb under the rule esplained last year to Ifr. Uayton. Cireamatanoes won tm 

follow 3 : 

A ccrtAin lunnbcr of tnerclinntn at San Francisco had asked, throoffhthe medium of the 
lepatiii'i of (he ITnitod States, to !»<• mitliorizt d to spiiti every month t<> tli** ports of Cha^-atlHU 
and Litt Paz powdor desUued for the working of tlio mines at Charique. Upon rctlectioit 
the Imperial government decided that it was the less disposed to depart from tbe rule, that 
so long n.i there i» fighflng going on at any point, it must consider any invoice of powder 
shipped to that point as essentially a coutrahand of wiir, iuusmucb as it hud a-scertniued 
that such operations hud already Ik-vu curried on for the heni tit of its udversui ii -^, from Mex- 
ican points on tbe Pacific coast. An answer to this effect was therefore returned to Mr. 
Dayton in May last by a verbal note, which is donbtlets still to be fimnd among the leoorda 
of the legation. 

The schooner Wm. L. Kicbardson baviug taken a cargo of powder to the port of La Pas, 
fell, necessarily, under the proTfslons of the rule recalled abore, and there was all the lees 

reason to depart from it, as relinhle information had dcnonncfd tlii'^ fr(";}i invfiicc of powder 
to the French authorities as dei$tined for tbe " guerillas" whom M. Yexa was at tbe time eu- 
deavoring to xaiae in tbe Btatea of Sonoia and Sinahxt. 



Mr, iseward to Mr. Bigchto. 

No. 102.J Dbpahtaikxt of Ptatf, 

^Vds// i/i£;/f)/i, Apr /I 4, 1SG5. 

Sir : Your despntch of the 17th ultimo, No. 59, together with it:* accompany- 
ing nHimoraiidum of a conven?ation that you had with Mr. Drouyn de Llmys, 
upon tbe eubject of fbe forcible surrender, by Greneral M^ia, of n^fugees from 
the in8urgent army to tbe armed enemies of the United otates* has been re- 
ceived, and your proceeding arc approved. 
I am, sir, yoor obedient scrvaut, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

John Biqblow, Es^., 4r., life., l^e. 
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Mr, Bigelovj to Mr, Seward, 
[Witb two eacIo6iiraB.3 

No* 79.] Lbqation of thb Unitbd States, 

Parit, AprU 18, 1865. 

8lR : I have tlie bonor to enclose a copy and a tranalation of a " noto verbale," 
received from bis excellency the minister of forf'i<;n affairs, in rdnfion to the 
seizure of tlie United States mail at Acapulco by tlic French authorities. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hod. William H. Sbwabd, 

Heeretarjf of State^ 4ff<» ffC, 



CEBdomm No. 9.— TWiiitlatioii.1 

* Loot NoTember Mr. Dftyton eonmranieated to tbe Emperor** mliilater of forrign aSain a 

<]( ;i;it< li in wl^icli the I'iiit<'(l States cinisul ut Aciipulco complained tluit tlio commander ot 
tho 1- i'i'tu'ii tout » in that city bad ordered tbo seizure of the mail atMtcsscd to that cousoL 
Positive liifurmution since received on the iiubjeet by tiie imperial frovernment enables it to 
pn'sent this incident in its true lip-ht. It is neccst^Mry to jstjite, in the first place, the exact 
positiuu occupied by Mr. Ely, then consul of the United States, after the Fiencb troops bad 
taken poeseesion oi Acapulco. That af^eut, by abstaining^ from any visit or official commii- 
nication in writing^ asserting his quality to Admiral Bonet upon the hitter's arrival, author- 
ized the hupposition that his exequatur havinp been prnnt« d not by Mexico, but by the local 
(rovernment of the stnto of tluerrero, ho cousiden d his mission to be interrupted by the new 
State of UiiogB. Admiral Bonet, therefore, oonaiderud Mr. J^ly as having no longer any at- 
tributions beyond those of a purely commercial afi^nt. Such was also the opinion of the 
coiiiiiiniider of (he Unltvd States sloop Narrapanm-tt, as evidenced in his search for a deserter 
from that vessel, as well as tbo opinion of Admiral Bell himself. This view of the subject 
Appears to be also oonfirmed by the fact of tbe federal government g'iving only the title of 
commercial n/Xcnt to the jM-rson appointed since as thr siu rrssor dt Mr. Ely. Uera, now» 
ate the facts concerning tho seizure of the United Stairs mails as they occurred: 

Acapulco, previous to its being taken jtos.session of l)_v the French lorces, bad no re^ilarly 
orpauize<l po>tal service. Letters from abroad were brought there by the packets of the 
Panama Steamship Mail Company in ihri-e si^parate bags. The one addres.«ied to the com- 
pany's agent coutniued letters relative to the mftirs of that eoncent ; the second, the mails in- 
tending to go on further; and the third, the corre.-'pondence for Acapulco and the interior ol 
Mexico. This latter bafj. for want of a regular (xjstal agent, was addies.sed to tho American 
consul, where the letters were delivered to the parties concerned and the postage collected. 
Complaints had occurred about deficiencies in the system of delivenr of pnvate letters, but, 
aside from that consideration, it was impossible to permit this state of tilings to continue from 
the moment that Acapulco was to follow the system adopted everj-wbere el^e l>y the Mexican 
government. Where taxes were to be levied it evidently belonged to a Mexican adwiuistra* 
tion only to ftilfil that office. The officer commanding at Acapulco had, therefore, decided 
on appointing a temimrary postmaster, and his choice lor this office fell upon the vice-con- 
sul ot France, M. Dupuy. This geut cman, therefore, upon the arrival of tlie packet from 
San Francisco, on the 'Mnh of Se[)tember. caused the three mail bags, previously mentioned, 
to bo delivered to himself. The one nddn s>t d to the American con$ut was open, and its 
. contents provctl that, as wo have already stated, it was not a mail addressed by the govern- 
ment of the United States to their consol at Acapulco, but simply an ordinary letter bag. 
This decision, however, called forth some op]>osition at tho hands of the conneaiider of the 
fedend sloop Cyane, who, whilst acknowledging that Mr. Ely no longer had any right to 
dema:i<1 tiiat the bag addressed to the Anurietm co«sm/ should be delivered to him, asked 
that it should be given to himself, who, as an officer of the United States navy, was the legal 
repTe.<cntative of Yds government. After explanations on the subject had passed between the 
comiiiaiider of the ("vane and ilie coiiimainlcr of the French naval forces, these two officers, 
equally desirous of maintaining tbe friendly relations existing between the navies of the two 
conntrie.4, a«»m»d that the bag shonid be delivered to tbe post office of Acapulco, and there 
opened in tin presence of an officer of the United States sloop, who would thus ascertain 
that it was only a public mail, aud not an official correspondence of the govermneut of the 
Unitc'l States. 

This (Jill st iDii ha.] tlins been <li "pi ":ed of in the most satisfactory manner, when «':^snr|".i'nt 
events pruvcuted this arruugumeut being carried out. M. Dupuy, tho postmaster uppoiuted. 
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liaving 8«cn fit to resif^n that office, and tho evacQtttioil of Acapnloo baring been re.solvr^d 
Qpon, things wore put back ia their former pMition. Tliiai noTertheless, shows that the 
mcftSTires adopted at the time when the French forces took possession of Acapul(^ were 

fully ju!<tilit <l liotli liy flu- irrepulnrity of tlic process of delivery of private correspondeuoe 
and bv the abseuce of an/ real right of Mr. £ljr to demand that the system should be con- 
thmed. 
Fuus, AfwU IS, 1865. 



Mr. Big^Sow to Mp^ Setoard, 

No. 107.] . Unjtbd States Lf.oatiox, 

Pans, ]\bty 2G, 1865. 

Sib: I fear otir government \yill not succeed iu giving entire satisfaction to 
the rnling dasees on this side of the Atlantic, nmtever we may do. Thej 
eeemed veiy mach dissatisfied, at the commencement of the war, that onr armies 

were not more destructive ; wlu ii tlioy became more der^fnictive, the same par- 
ties censured us for bloodtliirHtiness and insensibility lo th(' blessings of peace. 
Now that peace has come, and we have reason to count upon a general jubilee 
in Eoiope, there appears to be more discontent than ever. The great grieyanoes 
at present are, first. President Johnson's proelamation offbring a reward for the 
delivery of Davis to the oiHcers of justice; seconrl, tht; reported fraigration 
of discharn^ed soldiers to Mexico; tU^, the trial of Booth's accomplices with 
closed doors. 

The readiness with which all these prestiges are seised to weaken die impres- 
non which onr onezpected triumph over what were deemed insnrmonntable em- 
barrassments has a tendency to prodnoe, shows how great is the importance at> 

taclied here to our example. 

The proclamation putting a price on Davis's head will be generally con- 
demned by the Latin race, who are so accustomed to see a price put upon tho 
heads of their most meritorious citizens that they feel an instinctive sympathy 
for any one who wears that flattering penalty. I think nothing that has han- 
peued during onr war has produced so utipleasaut an effect upon onr friends 
heret though tlieir impresf^ions always yield to proper explanations when there 
is an opportunity of making them. 

In regard to Mexico* the impression produced by the recent news from the 
United States has amounted to a panic Some military succes.^es of the liberals 
in Mexico are associated in the puolic nnnd with the emigration schemes adver- 
tised in the New York and Wa-^hington j)aper8, which are supposed to respond 
to a public sentiment beyond the control of the government, The absence of 
the £mperor at the moment aggravates the alarm, and leaves the community a 
prey to rumors of the most di.-'turbiug character. 

I dined with Mr. Fonld on Tuesday evening. Tie sought several opportuni- 
ties to talk witli me of Mexican affairs. 1 assured him that he had nothing to 
f(^ir from the United States; that the formidable enemies of the Archduke Maxi- 
milian were "those of his own household"— the Mexicans. He expressed a 
doubt whether onr government and its friends would be strong enough to main- 
tain our neutrality. I told him that so far as I could judge, tlipre were not, n( r 
were there likely to be, two considerable parties on onr Mexican polit y ; tlmt 
whatever the govemmetit decided to do would bu pretty uuivei-sally accepted by 
the people, because it would be likely to reflect their deliberate wishes, oneT^f. 
which I felt sure was to preserve friendly relations with France. He said he 
tbonght that the best way to remove all difficulty between the three countries, 
and to resolve all embarraf»>iu»r qu*'stions, was for us to recognize the new fjov- 
ernment. Thi- vifw he euforci tl wiih a tew obvious remarks. I heard him 
through, and ihcu remarked that he had opened a (j^ueatiou which would req^uire 
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ino, for it8 flif!CUf»?>ion. to go further bnck in the history of nnr rcsprctivo conn- 
tries than wfifi po.-sible on such a festive occasion, hut I felt prcjmrt d to say to 
him that but for tlie unfriendly tone of the o^cial predd, and the abounding evi- 
dence of a willing;ne8B, if not a desire, on the part of infloential daues in Fnuatoe 
to see oar repablic wcakt^ued by a permanent aiAunion, the Emperor would proba- 
bly have experienced no ditTu ulty in coming early to a Batiefactory understanding 
■w ith our f^ovrrnment about Mexico. Unli.ippily. the impression had got abroad 
among uur people that the Emperor had undertaken to build up an empire in 
Mexico upon the mins of our republic, and it would take yet some time and 
some Bubstantial proofs of eood reeling on his part to remove this impression. 
His excellency aroBe from Lia seat at this remark, which I was preparing to 
elaborate a little, and said that was a pubject that would take us too far to dis- 
cu:-B on that occasion ; and after a f»nv more words our interview ended. It 
ended rather abruptly, because Mr. Fould is entirely of my oninion ; he has 
been oi)po8ed irom the outset to this expedition. He feels that he Is gradually 
sinking, officially, under the weight of its burden.** ; and having no response to 
make to the view I presented, he did not winh to be betrayed into admissioOB 
unbecoming his po.-»ition ; at least such was my impression. 

He introduced me, in the course of the evening, to Baron Dussin the elder, 
who is a Tety important arm of the coyemraent, though now eighty-five years 
of age, and whose sympathies have been rather with the insurgents than with 
the govemmi nt durinjr the Inte rebellion, lit- alno pliowed p-eat solicitude about 
^lexico, and seemed greatly relieved by niy as^^uninci' that, rcjianlli s?* of the 
examjile set by other nations, and faithful to all our traditions, vrv c^houidmake 
our people, if any were otherwise disposed, respect our neutral obligations. 

I mention these facts to show that the anxiety which is reflected by the press 
here and in England is not exajrfrf 'rated, and as the foundation for a suggestion 
which 1 think it my duty to make to you. It is that, as far as possible, we 
' avoid giving any pretext to this government u])on which public opinion can be 
rallied against us. It is In a critical ntuatbn, and, I tliink» on the eve of a vezy 
important if not desperate step in reference to Mexico. Somethfaig must be 
done, and speedily. It is important that we neither do nor permit anything 
that will relieve the situation at our expense, for we now nrn d all the good foi-]- 
iiig in Europe that we can possibly inspire to repair the waste of our war. If 
we alienate France, or even establish ani unfriendly feeling here, it will poisou 
all the official journalism of Europe towards us, notwithstanding the universally 
acknowledged folly of the Mexican expedition. They all have less affection for 
the Monroe doctrine than tlicy have for Fr.ance or Mexico. T hope, therefore, 
that our •rovcniment will protect itt*elf l)y all dignified menris from any susji!- 
cion of eouuiving at the military schemes, if there are any maturing in the 
United Stales, against Mexico, and show the old countries of Europe to how 
much better use we can put them than by fighting them. I would hardly 
trouble you with a sugf^estion apparently so superfluous as this, if I did not 
feel that, where men are in desperate circomstauces, they may do desperate 
things, and sovereign.s are but men. , 
I am, sir, with great respect, your veiy obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hqu. William H. Seward, 

iSeeretary of State, Washington, D, C, 

Mr* HtmUr to Mr. Bigdtno. 

Dkpabtmbnt of State, 

WtuJiingUm, Jwne 6, 1965, 
My Dear Slat In eomplianee with the request of Mr. Sewaid, I hm to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th of April last, relative to the 
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sappofi rspoited to be extended hy the Emperor to Gwiti, in Mexico, and the 
character of the new loan in aid of that coontay. In lepiyi I em directed to 

thank you for the interesting iufonnntion. 

I am, my dear f»ir, very faithfully yoora, 

W. HUNTER. 

John BittBLOw, Esq., 4^., 4v. 



Mr. Setoard to Mr. Bigelotc. 

No. 167.] Dkpaht.mk.nt of State, 

. Washingt<m^ June 12, 1SG5. 

Sir : Your despateli of Ifay 26, No. 107, has been received. It treats only 
of familiar questions ; hot it treats of these with special eamestnesa. For this 

reason 1 reply in this communication to your suggestions, although I have 
con.^'idercd the same subject so recently as the 3d of June^ when I transmitted 
to you the views of the President. 

Ton inform me that the proclamation putting a price on Davia's head has 
produced an unpleasant effect upon the friends of the United States, and that it 
IS particularly condemned by the Latin race. Treason and the raising of civil 
War, in some European states, an-, for obvioufl reasons, regarded by mankind as 
venial offences. In the United States they are looked upon with far greater 
severity, for reasons which it is not necessary that 1 t^hould now explain. With 
sneh severity crimes of the present msurgents m the United States are regarded 
by the government and by the loyal portion of the people of this country. The 
time, iiidted, is rapidly coming on when these crimes will be lamt'iiti d with 
greater sincerity, and condemned with great ( i- < Hnicstnesfi, iti the rci^ion ^wiiich 
civil war has left desolate, than any political crime or casualty which has re- . 
cently occurred in Europe has been lamented or condemned on that continent. 
The United Suites are not in a temper favorable to tlic making of apologies or 
cxplanatiotijj to Kuropean statepraen and politicians for matters which do not 
affect foreijxn nationj*. and wliich relate cxclupively to our domestic affairs. I 
have, thcreibre, to request that you will make no ex.plauatiou8 or apology for the 
action which this sovemtnent has hitherto pursued, and, as events sball trans- 
pire, may be found to be pursnine^ in relation to rebels, who, without cause ta 
necessity or excuse, have not only spread desolation and death throughout a 
large portion of the United States, but have employed energie.-* of surpassing 
strength iu the effort to invoke the intervention of foreign powers to make that 
deaolatiriQ more ruinous, ae well as perpetual. I state, however, for your own 
information, that the executive department has taken,* as yet, no definitive 
action with regard to judicial proceedings against Jefferson Davis. Other snli- 
jects of greater urgency have, thus far, engaged its attention. 

If it be true, as you have conceived, that France is likely to adopt some 
measure of hostility towards the United States on the ground of real or expected 
political complications in Mexico, the United Stotes must wait the shock accord- 
ing to their ability. It is already known to the government of France that the 
United States are not prepared to recognize a monarchical and European power 
in Mexico, which \a yet engaged in war with a domestic republican govornmeut 
and a portion of the Mexican people; but it must be acknowledged, oa the other 
hand, that the United States have, from the first appearance of the shadow of 
# that foreign domination in Mexico nntQ its present stage of administration, ex- 
pressed it.«* views to France upon the subject io a perfectly direct, frank, and 
Iriendly manner. The sentiments of the people of the United States in resr^rd 
to affairs in Mexico, which have been so often expressed iu the manner to which 
I luive referred, are natural and inextinguishable. It would be a new event in 
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bistoiy if one naHnn cnn give canto <^ oiTtmce to another nation by declining to 
become the ully of timt nation in a war for tlx- overthrow of j\ gt.itc frirndly to 
the power so refusing to become an ally. We f^hall not believe, uutil we have 
convincing proof, that France is to invade the United States on such a pretext. 
It is to this gnremment a soaree of the highest satisfaction that, during tba 
three years that the war has been carried on between France and the republic 
of Mexico, the United St itcs have maintained the strict line of forbearance and 
neutrality which their relations to the several belligerent parties dictated. From 
time to time the French authorities have given notice to the United States of 
apprehended violations of nentrality by American citiiens* and the government 
<» tbe United States have promptly interposed and prevented the intmsions 
menaced. llf-re the United States most stand. Beyond this they c^mmot go. 
They desire peace, and would cheerfully re.'^tore thiir traditional relation-^ with 
France. It will remain for France to say whether for these relations shall be 
Bubstitnted an alienation whose consequences might invdva an amst of the 
march of civilisation throughont the world. 
I am» Bhr» Yonr obedient servant^ 

WILLIAM H. SEWAILD. 

John Biuelow, £s(^., igc., igc,, Sfc 



Mr, Bigelouf to Mr. Seward* 

[With one endomiie.] 

No. 117.] Lhoatiox op thb United Statbs, 

Paris, June 13, 1865. 

Sm : A ptatement of the minister secretary of state a few days since in the 
corps legi.-iiatif. and an article in the Moniteur of the 10th instant, have com- 
pelled me to break the silence I intended to have kept until I heard from you 
in reference to the grounds upon which the minister of foreign affairs placed his 
withdrawal of the proclamation of neutrality of Jane« 1865. I transmit herewith 
a copy of a note wbich I addressed this rooming to his excellency the minister 
of foreign affairs, which will sufficiently explain itx If, and my motives for not 
permitting the ministerial sUitements citi d in it to pa^s in silence. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

. JOHNBIGELOW. 

Hon. William H.*Sbward, 

Seeretary qf State. 



[Euclosuie >>o. 1.] 
Mr, BigeUno to Mr. Drauum d$ Umgt, 

liEOATION OPTHE UMTrn ^T.\TV.9. 

puns, June 12, l~r05. 

8m t In the oflirial report of a upeech made h\» excel Irnry the minister of state on the 

Dtli in.stHnt. I Hiid au rrroiu i hs .star< tnnit. \\h:(-l). tn ]>:> y< u\ any ]Hi><$ible misapprehenuOXI 
betwt'eu your excellency and uiyst-it, i ba.>tcn to hriiij; tu your imtice. 

After gpcakinp: of the declarations made at Boston by General Ii< »i cr»n8 in refen-nce to the 
aH< prt-d ri'CMiifii:^,' <'f Ann'ricaii soMitTs lor ihe Mexican army, M. KouIht i» rfportt i to have 
said: " r-iKiHia (|iu> ecu cKrlartttious se faisaient k Wa^lnnpton et a Isfw Voik, t'llfs rcce- 
vaient it-i li'ur sanction ct Icur coosecration fornielle; Ic mini.'^irc des ^tats Unia se preeentait 
a iiotrc iiiiiii.stre de» affaires «>tr;uijrere8 ct hii disait : Sann douto units ne voyoiis pas d'an 
o il lavoraMc une inouuicliic fi'ctablir uu Mexico. iSaiis doutc nous piefcrons Ics lonucs ropttb- 
licaiiicH : niais nou.H rcspi'ctoiis la volonte des pcuplcsct dcs natiou.s ; uous couiprcuoua que 
la Moxiaue, qui a 6t6 longtenips regi par la forme mouarcbiaue veuille rcvcuii* a cet etat de 
ehoaes; u ndna u'lnnw pas faire la g^uerre poor une qaeitlon de fimne de go^vemenieiiL" 
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[Translation. 1 

•'While thesL' tloclaratioiis were Winfj made at Washington and at N<»\v Yurk, they ro 
oeWed here thoir sanction and formal consecration. The minister of the Uuited States pre- 
sent*'d himself also to onr minister of foreiRii aflairs, and sai<l to him: Witlumt doubt we 
do not behold with a favorable eye a monarchy established in Mexico. Without doubt we 
prefer the repuiilicun form, hut wo respect the will of pt-oples and of nations. We under- 
stftDd thai Mexico* which bad been long governed by the monarchical form, may desiro to . 
rettirn to thnt state of things, and we are not going to make war upon a question of the torn 
of govemincnt." 

Mr. Kouhcr has probably misapprehended yonr excellency, for I am perstm<h'd that yon 
could never have so eutin ly misunderstood my lanfu^uage as to have reporteiJ me as saying 
that the people of the Uuited States understand that Mexico, after having been so long sub- 
ject to a monarchical form of govemmeut, may desire to return to it. What I stated that 
may have given the impression which has misled the minister of state was this, in brief: that 
now that the experiment liiul l>een begun, tin- Ansoricans wished to be fully tried, under cir- 
cnmatancfiB best calculated to determine, tioally and forever, whether European systems of 
goremment waited the Meztcan people best. If it sbonld appear that tb«7 did, and publie 
tranquillity was restored, nun ition was more inferostetl in sui'h a result than hw immediate 
neighbors. I added, tiiat the success of ropubiiuau iustitutious in the Spanish American 
•tates had not been sneh aa to encouraeo na to attempt the propagation of them there other- 
wise thixH by our example, and that wnatever goTcnuneat wee aooeptable to the Mexicaa 
people would be satisfactory to us. 

I tnut to your esoelleiicy's memory to confirm me in the assertion that I never expressed 
to yon any opinion or impres=inn importing* that the Mexiran jK-upIe df.sired a monarchical 
government. In saying that the hucci ss of repuiiliean institutions iu Spanisli AmerioA iiad 
not been such us to justify ns in becoming their armed jiropagandisti), I did not countenance 
the inference that the Mexicans themselves were dissatisfied with the form of government 
nnder which they had been living prior to the occnpation of their capital by French troops. 

I beg youf excellency will take sneh mf'ivsures as may .seem to you proper to eorreet tho 
error into which the minister secretary of state, in common with iiis hearers, appears to have 
been betrayed. 

I desire to avail myself of this occasion to correct another, misapprehension whicllbasb^ 
oome accredited by publication in tho official joumaL 
The Monitenr, of the 10th instant, spealcing of the nentraiHtj of France between tbe Uidted . 

Btatcs juiil tlie late insurgents in the slave States, says: 

"Labituutiou (itant aiyourdhui chan^'ee et le gouvemement federal ayant tait counaitre 
son intention do ne plosexeroer a l'e<,'uril des neutrea les droits qui rcsultaient poor lid do 
Tdtat de guerre, le ^'onvemcment de I'Empen ur n*n pas CTtt devoir plllS longtemps ItOOII« 
naltie de belligerautti duns les Etats Unis d'Auu riqiic." 

[Translation. ] 

'•The situation being to-day changed, and the federal government having mode known ite 
intention no longer to exercise towards neutrals the rights which were imposed upon it «■ ft 
consequence of the state of war, tli<- ;,,'uvemment of the Emperor htiS not deemed it itt duty 
longer to recognize belHg»'rents in the Uuited States of Amerieu." • 

I presume reference is here made to tho communiention whieli I had thu honor to submit 
to yonr ezoelleney on the 'J**th ultimo, extmets from which were quoted by your excellency 
in n subsequent eommuiiication to me. annoniicinp: the withdrawal of belligerent rights from 
the iusurgeiitrf. Assuming such to be the uuthoiity troui which the ilonileur makes the 
statement which I have cited, I feel it my duty to say that, thus far, the federal goveriunent 
of the Uuited States has made no renunciation of any rights which belouged to it as a beU 
ligcrent. It has ceased to exercise such rights, I presume, but I am not aware diat it haa 
renounced them. 

The communication to yonr excellency of tho 2dih ultimo was in lepl^ to a previous decla- 
ration of your excellency that a renunciation by ns of the beUifremit nght of visit and cap- 
ture of neutral ships must be a ( nn.litinn precedent to the wiuidrawai of boUigennt lights 
from the American insurgents by i-'rance. 

In argningr the inconveniences of making these measures dependent one upon the other, I 
stated tCiit " tlie United states {^overnnu-nt, in ii|)i)]yijie- for a n pi Ml <<t thi- lU i liiration of 
June, jj^tii, abandoned any of the rights ot beirij.H n iit iclnch it is jtrrsumrd tu Imrr daimed, 
and Ix ctime directly re8pon8il)le for anything it ni:;;lit do in the character of a belligerent. 
If, .Tf rt r t!if witlidrawal Df the imp* riril <l< e!aration, it were to visit and search a neutral vessel, 
it would at once expose itself to rt pri.suls, the same as for auy i>ther violation of intemationa! 
comity." That ia to say, we abandoned any belligerent rights which, upou the theory of 
your excellency, we only shared in common with the insurgents, and, upon that theoiy, 
would Ik* responsible for anything we might do in our proper character as belligerentl* 

These observations wore based upon the doctrine of iiellijrerent rights propounded In the 
CHMnmniii''*^*"" to which I was replying without either admitting or denying its coireotDBn. 
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SlionlJ my povonuncnt l»o of tin- opinion thai h nation may lip entitlfMl tn tlif privileges 0( 
belligerent iu supprosMing u rebellion, without thereby couienring belligerent rightit upon the 
rebeb, it might not be prepared to renonnce tbe practice of visniiig and aearadnif neutral 
vessels so loii^ a« tluit reim dy was nr* (^^-luy for the nationnl security. Your excellency will 
remember that 1 made no cuueeaUnem ut the fact that I hiul no iustructiuus from my gor. 
eruiiieiit to ufTer or accept any cuiulitions to be attached to the withdrawal of the declaration 
(if.Iimi'. iHil. I merely argued the inconvcuicuce and unreasonableness of t!i»' cotKlitiona 
utt^iclied to its withdrawal upon premises assumed by your excellency. The tinal supprcssioa 
of the rabeUionin the United States, of which iuteiligenoe has reached us since tlie cone* 
spondenoe under consideration took place, deprive* the matter to which I have invited your 
excellency's attention of much of its practical importance, at the »ame tiuu* it is as well that 
the communicjitions, both oral and writt«Ti, which I had the honor to submit on the 27th 
ultimo, should not acquire in their re-statement any importance not properly belonging to 
them. 

I beg, therefore, that notliing T have written or said to your excellency may lio n jrftrded U 
an acceptance of the principle that the assertion of belligerent rights by a nation against its 
rebellions subjects necessarily confers upon the latter belligerent rights. 

I beg to renew to your exccllt in y assnrancciJ <»f the very high consideration with wUehl 
have the honor to be your ezcelluucy'g very obedient and very humble servant, 

JOmiBIQEU>W. 
His Excellency Mr. DRot-vv i»r Lm vs. ' 

M\Mster of Foreign A ffair$. 



Mr. Seward io Mr. Bigdow, 

No.—.] DeFARTMK. N T OF StaTE, 

JVas/iingfon, June 17, 1SG5. 

Sir : We have received a complaint from our commauder at ifrownsville, 
that Goueral Mcjia, tbe officer ia commaud at Matamoras, had received from tbe 
rebel commander a qnantitj of cannon and other public pioju rty. It is under* 
stood that this complamt is to be followed by another, that tbe French authori- 
ties at Matamoras have also rccoived into titeir service a large detachment of 
late rebel pnldicrs, with their aim:*. CircnmBtatiros indicate a growing disjio?i- 
tioii iu t^ome quarters of this country to tiud or make a canus btlli with a view 
of the political ritootion of Mexico. I think it would be well for you* iii an hi- ' 
fbzmal and confidential manner, to let the French goTemment understand the 
great importance, as we think, of the practire on tlieir part of the most just and 
friendly disposition towards the United fStatos by the French autiiorities in 
Mexico, as well as in the shaping of French policies towards that country. 

Prompt and punctual attention to this subject will be of most essential im- 
portance. 

I am, sur, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

JoH.\ BioELOW, Eaq^., Sfc.t Ifc, 



Mr, Bigdow to Mr. Seward* 

No. ISO.] . Lhoation op thb United States, 

Paris, June 21, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you enclogure No. 1, a copy, and in 
enclosure No. 2, a translation, of a de9f)atch received IVum his excellency "M, 
Drouyn de Lhuys, in reply to my communication to hira of the 12th iustaut, a 
copy uf which was communicated to you in my despatch No. 117. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGiilLOW. 

Hon. William H. 8e\\ aki>, 

Secretary of Stalt, ^v., Ifc-* Sft, 
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[Enclosure No. 2. — Translation.^ 
Hr. Ihoui/m d4 L'Mft to Mr. BigtlM^ 

Paris, June 17, 1865. 

8lR: I received the letter which yoa did me the honor of addressing me on the 12th of 
tbis moatfa. Ton were so kind on the oecaeion of some remarks dmt were made in the corps 

lopislatif, durinf; tlie session on the lUh, ]}y tlio luinister of state, and of a note published in 
the Mouiteor of the 10th, to recall to me the declarations which you hud formerly made with 
regard to MezkMH and m withdrawal of the quality of belligerents from the seceded States. 

" What I did write," you say respecting' Mexico, " was tluit now that the exjMM itncut had 
been begun, the Americans wished it to be fully tried under circumstances best calculated to 
determine finally and forever whether Earopeau sys knits of government suited the Meziean 
people best. It it 8hould appear that they did, and public trniiuuillity was restored, no nation 
was more interested in sucti a result tbuu her imuicdiatu uii^hburs. I added, that the suo- 
oess of fepnblican instltations in the Spanish American states had thus far not been such as 
to enconrage ns to attempt the propagation of them there, othenvise thau by our example, 
* and that whatever government was acceptable to the Mexican people would be satisfactory 
to us." 

In the matter of withdrawing from the confederates the quality of belligerents, the follow- 
ing 19, yon tell me, the language which yon employed in your tetter of tiio 29Ui of Hay : 

"The United States government in applying for a n ]ii il nf tin- declamtion of June, l^'Hl, 
abandoned any of the rights of a belligerent which it is presumed to htkfB claimed, and be- 
enmo directly responsiblo for anything it might do in the character of a belligerent. 

** If, after the withdrawal of tlie iinperiHl derlaration, it wcrp fn visit and search a neutral 
Tes<;cl, it would at once expose itself to reprisals, the same as fur uuy other viulatiuu of iuter- 
nationul con!^." 

Fi t ling as you do, sir, that n tlimretic (lisrussion of these two points would now bo of no 
practieal interest, I thank you tut having rceailed to me the exact language of tho^o declara- 
tions which 'yon hftTO had the goodness to make me. 

Arrcpt tlie n^snrances of the Iiirrh consi>1< ration with which I havo the honor to be, air, 

your Very huinblo and Vdry obedient servaut, 

DROUTN DB LHUTS. 

Hi. Bioei.ow, 

MUisUr u/the United 8taU$ at Pan$. 



Mr, HmUer to Mr, Bigehw, 

No. 184.] Department of State, 

'Washington, June 26, 1865. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 13th iustaut* 
No. 117, tranimitting a copy of your note of the day before to Mr. Droujn de 
LhnjB, correcting certain mistakes wbieh had occurred m repreaenting what 
you bad said and written in regard, respectively, to the position of tlie United 
State? as to the Mexican question and the revocation ot the French decree con- 
cerning so-called belligerent rights of the insurgents. 

I am happy to inform you that your note is fiilly approved. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

W. HUNTER, 
Acting Hecrciary. 

JoH.N fiiasLOW, Esq., IgCt tfCt SgCt Pari*, 



Mr, Bigehw to Mr, Reward, 
Na 133.] • Lboation of thb United States, 

Paris, June 29, 1SG5. 

8lB: In ibe course of an interview to-day with the minister of foreign alFaii^ 
hia excellency referred to reclamations made by our government of the arms 
and equipment of a iort in Texas, which had been bought by the Mexican 

• « 
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General Mejia from certain conO dorate officers after capitulation of the corpa 
d'amn^'e, to whicli the garrison of the fort belonged. Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys 
dfsired nie to Bay to you that the infonnntion which had it achcdhim led him to 
believe that Major General Mejia had committed au error, aud that he had writ* 
ten in that sense to tbe French minister at^Mezico. 

I am, BUT, with great respeet» your veiy obedient servant. 

JOHN BIG£LOW. 

Hon. WiM fAM H. Skwafji), 

ISecretary ef Ulute, ifC.i lfc.t i(C, 



Mr. Bigelow to Mr. Seward. 

No. 134.] Legation op thb United States, 

* Parit, June 30. 1865. 

Sir: In n recent conver'>ntion with the minister of foreign affairs, his e's- 
cellency t*])(»ke of two HuhjectH which I had insiructiona to bring to his notice 
some mouths siucc — the catse of the federal steamer Ark, seized on the Hio 
Grande, within Mexican jorisdiction, by confederates from Texas, and sold at 
Brownsville to ^fi xicans; and the case of certain deserters from the confeder* 
ate army, sent back by the M(?xican general to the conft deratc authorities. His 
excellency then read to mo a report ou the facts of these two cases, which had 
been prepared for him iu the bureaus of war aud marine, to which it bad been 
referred, and offered to send me a copy if i wished it. I said my government 
would, of course, lik<- to know what defence could be made to its reclamatious, 
that it mi^ht know whether they deserved to he prosecuted, lie said I should 
have one to-morrow, with the understandiufr thai it should only bo taken for 
what it was, aud uot as au official communication of a tiuol determinatiou of the 
government on those snbjecta. I told him I would receive it, if he pleased, as a 
memorandum of a conversation. He said I shonld receive it to-day. If it 
oomes in time for this mail 1 will enclose it. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Seereiary Staii, (jfCt 4^*> ^ 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Bigelow, 
No. 187.] Dbpabtmbnt of Statf, 

Washington, June 30, 1865. 

Sir : On my repumplion of the conduct of this department, after a journey to 
Atihurn, 1 find your dei*patch of the 13th of June, No 117; and I find, also, 
tiiuL It was duly acknowledged by Mr. Huuter, then Attiug Secretary of State, 
in despatch No. 184. So far as it relates to the misapprehension made by Mr. 
Bonher of your eonversation with him in r^;aid to the withdrawal of bellige- 
rent rights, there seems to be no reason for special remark. But so far as re- 
lates to tin; condition of affairs in ^Mexico, I think it important to notice the fol- 
lowing passage in your despatch : " What 1 stated that may have giveu the 
impression which has misled the minister of state was this, in brie^that now 
that the experiment had been luMrnn, the Americans wished it to be Adly tried, 
tinder circuiustances best calculated to determine finally and forever whether 
Kuropean sy.-it<'ms of government suited the Mexican people best. If it should 
i^pear ihul they did, aud public tran(j^uillity was restored, no nation was moni 
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intoreBted in sneh a result than her immediate neighbors. I added that the 
anccess of repiiblicaii instttatioiui m the Spanish American states h.id thus for 
not been eucn as to cncoura<;;e us to nttempt the propngation of them tliere, 
otherwise than by uur exnmple, and that M'hatever govei'iuaeufc wm acceptable 
to tbe Mexican people would be satisfactory to us." 

It is thought that the argument whieh yon have recited in the passage thus 
extracted is not warranted Dj the instructbns of this department. It will he 
well, at your cnnvenieucc, to malce this explanation to Mr. Drouyu de Lhuys. 
So far as our relations are concerued, what we hold in regard to Mexico is, that 
France is a belligerent there, in war with tlie republic of Mexico. We do not 
enter into the moits of the helligerents, bnt we practice in r^ard to the contest 
the principles of neutrality ; ana we have insisted on the practice of neutrality 
by all nations in regard to our civil war. Our friendship towards the repub< 
lie of Mexico, and our syinpathies with the republican system on this continent, 
as well as our faith and confidence in it, have been continually declared. We 
do not intervene in foreign wars or foreign politics. Political intervention in the 
afiairs of foreign states is a principle thus far ayoided by our government. I 
attach no great imporUuico to this matter. It in ri^^ht ana proper» however, that 
the Freneh povernmcnt should not mLsunderatand the case, ann m be sufiered to 
fall into a belief that we have entertained any views favorable to it as an invader 
of Mexico, or that we at all distrust tbe ultimate success of republican systems ^ 
throughout this continent 

I am> sir, your obediaot eeryantf 

WILUXU H. SEWA&D. 

JoHX BiuBLOW, Ksq., ^Ch SfC, 



Mr, Bigelow (o Mr. Seward. 

Ko. 136.1 Lboation or tbb Unitbd Statbs, 

PoHm, My 6, 1866. 

Sib : I have received firom his cxcelleii^ the minister of foreign alGurs a 

stAtementt of which enclosure No. 1 is a copy, and No. 2 a translation. 
• •••••••• 

This resume is the promised commuuieation referred to in my despatch No. 134. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your yery obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hoo. William H. Srward, 

Stcretary of 6uUet 4*^ S(Ch ^ 



[TiaosUttoo.] 

In a eonvwraation of the 9th of March, and ihronsli two notes, one of tbe same data, and 

the other of ihv loth of Murcli, the miuistcr of the riiifeJ States pointed out to the niiuiator 
of foreign affairs of the Enip«;ror, as infractions of Mexican neutrality, in behalf of the con- 
ibdemtes, two occurrencug that had become known on the Rio Grande and ni Mntaniorus. 
The Btt-anier Ark. beloneinp to a citizen of the United States, having strandnJ in asct-udiug: 
the Rio Grande, above Bagdad, gome yards distaut from tho Mexican shore, was seized, it is 
Mdd, by thtt eonfederatcH, tak« u to BrownayUle, condemned an a prize, with the car^ and 
no](] to Mexicans. Then it i•^ Rsserfed tliat more recently General Mejia, comnmndinjf the 
allied division, arrested at Matauioras thirty deserters of the south, and caused them to be 
taken under escort to tbe banks of the Rio Grande to be delivered up to a confedemte corps. 
Xhe aiaisterf without mummirg to pnyadga the acooxacy of the abore facts, replied to Mr. 
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Bifrelow that, in principle, tbe povemmcntoffllB Emperor would nhvri v« takr intn ^jprious cnn- 
sideratiuu auj act pointed out as infriuging on nentrality. The uiiuiitter cuiuwiuueutly com- 
siciried the above iufurmatioii to his coUcagiu's of the departments of war ana marine, and 
requested them to beg the rommfind.ints in oliipf of our cxixuditionary corps and naval fori-ca 
in Mexico to see, as mr «•« it should dej)eud upon them, that no act contrary to neutrality 
should take place on tlio Mixictm frontier, bordering Texas. M. le Marechal liaudon and M. 
le Marquis <]v Clmsseloup LAobattentat onoe to Marshal Bafaina and Commandant Clori^ 
instructions iu this sense. 

Since then the commandant of otir naval snbdiviiuon in tbe Mexican waters transmitted 
to the minister of marine precise information regarding tbe occurrences which Mr. Bicrelovr 
mentioned to the minister. They show, in tbe first place, and as we had nsson to expect, 
tliiit the French iiuthoritics bad no pari whutover IU it; and fiirthor, that kbo ftcts did oot 
exactly occur as was reported at Wasiiiogtou. 

Thns, th« steamer Axk was taken, as stated, by the confederates, bnt Als selsme was 
ofTiTted ht fori* the expedition undi r thr puidanci' of Marslial I'lizaine, on tho Kin (Jr.'Uide, 
lant year, aud when the diMLffecteU under Curtiuas were uiatitera of Matamoras aud Bagdad. 
When General Mejia afterwards took possession of Matamoras, in the name of the etnperor 
Maxlniillan, the vessel was sold to (>i;r' of its iiiliahitaiif'*, (a tlfrinaii, as wo arc informed,) 
but aa tbe vessel was moored hffoie Brownsville, General Mejia did nut suspec t what had 
passed in this matter, and that he would have to intervene with respect to the sale. The 
fact, thopefoie, could neither be laid to the charge of the Mexican nor of tbe French aatboii' 
ties. 

In the case of the delivering up of southr m deserters in^Boated by the United States minis- 
ter, it is impossible, if it really did take nlace, to render any of tbe French authorities in tbe 
smallest d«*gree responsible for it, consiuering that since the temporary occupation of Bag- 
dad by the crews of the ships placed under the orders of the Admiral Kosse, there was 
positively no French miiitaiy either at Bagdad or Matamoras nnui the second of last May. 
when the oolftmn of the Commandant de Brian was landed. A confederate leader aanonneed 
that he was going to scud hac k ' i tin M' xicaii !<h<>rc four deserters of the foreign legion. The 
Commandant de Brian could not return thorn to the Texan shore, after they had been brought 
over to the Mexican shore. He therefore consented to receive them, hut without desiring to 
have an interview, on this occasion, with tbe authorities of lirownsville — a misconception of 
the orders of which they wr<u the bearers having led the ilexicuu major aud the French ser- 
ffeant who were sent to n u > t these deserters to erosa the stream in order to go in sewreh of 
tbem. Tin* serp^cant sulfcrtvl a month's imprisonment, and the nuijor a month's arrest. M. 
le Coniumudunt de Brian declared at tbe same time to General Mejia that neither of tbem 
should have any intercourse with the nnthori ties of Brownsville ; moreover, when the Com- 
mandant Florie was infornicd tliai they were also at-otit to siiid hack tnhiin two of his sailon 
who bud deserted, be ret ubcd tu take any steps which sliouid luciutate their delivery. * 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Sigdoio. 

No. 19^] Dbpartmrxt of State, 

Wdsliingfon, July 6, 1865. 

Sir : I transmit a copy of a letter of yesterday, addre.-'seJ by me to the Sec- 
retary of War, and of the telegraphic despatches therein referred to, from Major 
General Sfaeridaii to Gkmenle Grant and Rawlins ; also a eopy of a note of the 
Bsme date, which I addressed to the ^Marquis de IMoutholon;* all of which papers 
relate to the fraudulent and illegal removal of a large portion of the property 
recently surrendered to the milittiry forces of the United Slates in Texas, from 
that State to the Mexican side of the ilio Grande, including the steamer Lucy 
Given and eight hundred and twenty hales of cotton. 

Ton are requested to make a representation of the iaets to he gathered from 
these papers to Mr. Drouyn de Lhnys, and to protest against the reception within 
the military lines occnpiod by Froiich trnop? in Mexico of any of tlie property 
above mentioned, cxprcfsing at the same time the expectation of this gov- 
ernment that prompt satisfaction thereof will he made to the military authori- 
ties of the United States in that vieinity. 

You will inform Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys that renewed instmctions have been 
given to the general commanding the United States militaiy foroet in Tezaato 
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pennit no aggrea^e moTements of troops under bla eommand within Mexican 

territory, unless epocial instrnclions to that cfTt ct from the War Department 
should be rendered nec(!3sar j hy a conditioa of affairs not now anticipated. 
I am, sir, your obedient aervaut, 

WILLIAil U. SEWAUD. 

John Bioblow, Esq^., , ^tr. 



Office r. S. Mii itary Tklegraph, Wah Department. 
The foUowiug teli^raDi roceived ia cipher at Wasliington 5.30 a. tn. Jniu> ::<i. 1 t;,') : 

Nku ( )Ki,T.ANS, La., June vi-', 1805. 

General: I havojnstrctnmed from a huniod trip hhms; flio count of Texas. The follow- 
ing is, to the best of my knowledge, the condition of ati'airs thert?: Tho Kirhy Smith and 
Canbr •iiirr-ndcr was. fi»r tho most \mrt, a swindle on tlio part of Kii by Smith it L\>., as all 
the Texas troops htid disbanded or had l)o«ii diiichar^d and gonu home before tho comiuis- 
fltoners were sent to General Canby. Kirby Sbnith, Magriidi>r, Shelby, Slaughter, Walker, 
and others, of military rank, have gone to Mexico. K very thing on wueeU, artillery, horses, 
mules, &.C., have been mn over into Mexico, l.nr^^- and 8maU bauds of rebel soldiers, and 
some citizens amounting to about two thou-Huml, have crosaed the JSio Grtode into Mmdoo, 
some allege with the intentkin of going to Souora. 

The Lncy OiTen, a small steamer, was surrendered at Matagorda, bat was earried off and 
Isnownuchori'd at Ihvpj.iad, on the Rio Grantlo. 

Tliere is no doubt iu my mind that the representatives of tho imperial government along 
tilie Bio Grande baveeDeonragedChls wholeMie plttnder of property beIongiii<; to the Uniiea 
States govoruniciit, aud that it will only be given up when we fro and take it. (ieneral 
Steele says the French officers are very saucy and insultiug to our pemilu at Browusvillt!. 

Juarez does not appear to have any force of oonsecjucuce on the J^o Grande. I cannot 
hear of any movenicnta. The rebels who have; gone to Mexico liave sympathieB with the 
imperialists, ^nd this feeling is undoubtedly reciprocated. 

I will direct General Steele to make a demand on tbe French aathorities at Matamoru for 
e return of tho property. The Lucy Given is a tangible case. 

A Mexican .Hteam«»r, loaded with cotton and flying tho American flag, was captured a few 
days since betwtMMi liii» Grande City aud Urowusville. Aft«r the surrender eight hundred 
and twenty-six (t£26) balee of Confederate States cotton, stored at Bio Grande City, were 
crossed into Mexico, and this is only one item. 

There is a ^<njd deal of iiritrttio!! between French officials at Matanioias and (v.ir people, 
aud the Maximilian party is getting nervous. My scouts report from Matamoras tltat seven 
thousand (7,0UU) troops are marching from the interior to thatphM»; also that Mejia is work* 
ing on the liflo'pits aroiuid Matamonu. This repotted reinforcement I give for what it is 
wortb. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, • 
M^or Qmtrml Commund mg, 

Lieuteuant General U. 8. Grant, 

CommmMng Armitt VuiUd fltoter, ITasJUiiffeii, D. C. 



jlifr. Seward to Mr, Bigelow. 

No. 194.] Department op Statb, 

Wathtngton, July 10, 1865. 

Sir ; Referring to previous instntctions on the subject of tlif fi.uululcnt and 
illegal removal of property belonging to tbe United St;ite.^ to the Mexican Bide 
of the Rio Grande, I now enclose for your information, aud as illii.-initing tbe 
importance of the early attention of the imperial govemmont being given toonr 
demand for tbe lestoiation of that property to the authorities of tlii.<i government, 
a copy of a telegram of the 6th instant from Major General Sheridan to Qenexal 
Jtawlins, chief of staff of Lieutenant General Grant. 
I am, sir, jour obedient servant, 

WILLIAM n. SEWAUD. 

John Bioblow, E»q., 4^., Sfc., ifc, 

* This euclottuie appuar^i iu tho cuiic->puuJuuce vvitii the French legation. 
26 D 
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OrFTor U. MruTARY Tri.i <.k ai'ii. W^r Dkp.vh tmejit. 
Tho IbllowiDg telegram rtct iv, J ]u 1 1} ; r at Wa-hitifrton 3 n. m. July 8, ].S.)r>: 

HeaUQUABTEJCS MILITART DlTISIOIf OF THE Gl t.F. 

Naa IMmnm, Jmiy G, 1^65. 

General: Affiiir« on the Kio Grande frontier are i^ettinff bcAntiAUly mixed ap. CortiiiM 

li.i.H arrivi i], an<i now luis liis In .I'lijU.-ivl' rs .six uiilcs tnun Matniiioraf, and l>a.s diivcii in Me- 
jiu's nick»a8. He also cunturtii iIk- stiainer ^tuoritrt und took her over to tlie oihcr side of 
the nver forsafotyf and sdo whs taken down to Bio Grande Ci^ and aeixed by General 
Brown. I do not kiiow pxncfly liow it is as yet. 

Mojiu n-plied to tienerul .Stt-i le's dcmnud for battrry and oth<'r properly takrn aiTosj the 
Rio (iraudc, tliat he hml no uutlmrity in comply with thf dt uiund, but wouUi uU-r it to the 
imperial goveniiiu tit. This is just what I expected, and ouljr confirma mj foriuer imprw 
eion, tliat t!i»- pi i(|i< t ty can only beobtirfned when we po and take it. 

(jriii'ial Stt i ]f says the Fn iu li drtircrs and soldiers are very l>it'cr ii:';vii.-t our p«'ople, and 
writes nie that a graudsou of Marshal JSey, with two thoosaud French cavalry, is reported 
approaching Matamoras, and that he is very bitter, and says he is groinfr to inrade Texas. 
The trclinp of the people in the interior of Jlexico is very bitter, while the natives, soldiers 
and all, are said to Ik; with uur goveruiueut, and want to gat rid of I'reuch rule, liinggold 
barracka is ooeopied by onr troops. 

V. n. SHEini>\N. 

Major (jiuerai Commun^ntg. 

General Jobh A. Bawuhs, Ckitf^ Staff, 



Mr. Bigflow to Mr. Seward. 

.No. 140.J Leuatio.n of the Umted States, 

Paru, Ju/i/ IQ65. 
Sib: His ezceltency the minister of foreign affairs has sent me the accompa- 
.nying correspondence bct\v< m him nnd the hite miiiit>ter of war, in explauation 
of the alleged purob;i.'-c by General ^ft jia of ltuiib and monitiona of War fcooi 
'the confederates at Hrownsville after their ca|)itulatio:i. 

I am, &ir, with great reepcct, your obodieut servant, « 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwaru, 

Secretary State, 

[Knc!o><nre No. I. — Translation. J 

TA« Minister for Foreign Affain to Am ezceUenef/ Marshal Randon, ndnistsr iff war, 

Paris, June -20, 1805. 

MARSifAT. axd Dear CoLLEAorK : A d<-spatr}i I received from onr minift. r to th<- I'niteJ 
States jioiiits out an ineident which I hasten to nu ntion to you. According tt> othcial int»^Ui- 
gt'jice received at Wjishinpton, at the finu' when the couf't-derate corps which occupied Browns- 
ville, in Texas, surrendered to the federal forces, the artillervand mnnitions Mhut up in the 
fort were in part clandestinely taken to the Mexican bank of the Rio Grande and delivered 
to the authorities of MataniMKi-^. Informed tii-d;iy only of this fact, the (joverTunent of the 
United Estates aslis for the prompt restitution of juateriai which should have been delivered to 
it at Brownsville ; and the Secretary of State, Mr. Seward, has recpiested the Marqnis do 
Montholon to eiifT ifri' liiinsclf in oIif:t:n!n<;r this restltvition. Mr. de Montholou cii!i>i<leriug:, 
veryiu.stiy, that the reclauiation w as ihoroufjhly well grounded, (if tbo facts are correctly 
stated,) promptly deferred to the reqnest of Mr.'s< ward, and wrote about it to Harshat Ete> 
zaiiie, and to (ienera! Mejia, who was in command at Mutamorns at tlic latest dates. This affnir 
Uiuy, tht-retbre, aluudy have received, without further delay, a satisfactory solution. It 
nii;^'ht, however, be otherwise, and, on this supposition, I turn to yon, asking you to send 
directly to Marshal Ituzaine, by the courier of to-morrow, lUtfh, the uecc.«>ary or-It that he 
may contribute, if there still be nted, and he has the mea>is. to the prompt rtiuru o: ilie mn- 
icriil reclaimed. 1 write myself to our minister, Mr. l^ano, that he may e<jually j«ross u[ioa 
the Mexican government the necessity of doing right, if satis&iction has not already been 
given to the request of tha federal govenunent. 



» 
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[Endoiitm Ko. S.— Traadation.! 

The MiniiUr ff'ario his ezceiUncff the Minister for Pvtxigh Ajfairs. 

Paris, JhUj \, 18(15. 

• Mr. MlVIsrrR and Df.au On.I.r.AfJUR : Yonr exev-llency Ikvs doiu' me the liunor to coin- 
vnnnicnte to mo, by yonr k ttcr i>f Juno yO, last, the reclamation w li i h : '..v provernment ot" the 
iJnitoil Stutc'ri set up on the subject of ilio nrtillery and munitions belonging to the Ibrt at 
llrowii.sville, which were clandestinely trunsporttHl to the Mexican bank of tne Rio Grande 
by the confederntes, with thf i)uip<»sc- of k' t pin^' them frnm tlit> lt deral foict-s. 

I baflten to write bj the courier of yesterday, June to Marshal de Bazaine, to request 
tiim to immediatply instractiona toGenaral Mejia, commanding at If atamoias, to Miure, 
if it has not alrcfidv l i vti donfl^ the prompt xetom «f tiie NMlariel sedaimed by the govern* 
lueut of the Uuiled St«tea. 



ilfr. Bigefinoto Mr. Seward, 

No. 145.J Legation of the U.mted States, 

Paris, Juf^ 14, 1865. 

Srs : I have tlie honor to enelofle— 

Ist. A copy of the note by which his excellency the minister of foreign affairs 
acknon-1( (!;r« (1 the receipt of tlie Preaideut'fl proclaiiiation*of the 23d of Jane 
last, tcrininatiug tl)e blockade; and 

2d. A translatiou of au article iu the official paper iu reference to the manner 
in which the withdrawal belligerent rights from the confederates had been re- 
ceived in the United States, coupled with .some rciuarks on the attitnde of the 
United States towards France in Mexico. This article marks ati import.nit 
change in the tone of the Moniteor, and all the official preas of the empire will 
feel the effect of it. 

I am, eir, with great res pect, yonr very obedient servant. 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State, 



[Enolomiie No. 8.— Tkandation.} 

We now know tbe imjimiirion produced in the United States by the dedsion of the Em* 

pororV poverument to rt vokc th<' im , inures whii li hud ht in iidopfi d in mir ports at the be- 
ginning of tbe iuiiiirrectiou of tbe south, iu coufuruiiy with llie urdiuury rules of uvutrality. 

The WashiD^OQ cdliinetdoea fhll' jnstiee to tbe sentiments of whfeh France has g:iveD 
proof iu rfnioviug' the rfstriotitms upon th*' fi di ril navy w nicli rt - tiVcd froisi tho-e nilv?-, 
and in censing to recofrnize in the confederate sliips tbe character of belligerents. It bos 
been |il< (ised to 8ee tliat the iinp< rial government haa been guided by a sincere desire to re« 
vive the ancient Hyni{>athie.s of the two peoples. wIidso reciprocal interests ss well as their 
traditions invite them to cultivate the most cordial relations. 

Trunce, in her turn, finds nothing but what is praii$eworthy in the attitode of the United 
$tHte.H. The federal gr>verniuent han not hesitated to take the necessary measures to prevent 
the maiKruvres of the ajrents ot Juarez. 

I'n >ident .Johnson «ho\\}< himself r<">olved to « nforre the loyal (diKen aiu e of the law rela- 
tive to ouroluieuts, and the instructions given on this subjeet to the judicial authorities arc 
being executed. 

So, lis \\>- (i;ud aUoJit two months ajro, the AVi.v], inn-ton cabinet, a little hc fore the death of 
Mr. Lluculu, ba<.l deehired that it ought iu uo uiuuuer to create ditbeuUies iu the way of 
fVance in emIiarrAssing thn establishment of n regular government in Mexico. 

1'nd> r the new I*re«i<lent the American cahini-t has reniaiin d I'aitliful to thi se nssnrancrH;, 
and its cundui-t, like its language, testify more aud more strongly to its iuteutiou not to 
depart from them. 
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Mr. Seward to Mr. Bigelmc. 

No. 200.j Department op State, 

Was/ling ton, July 17, ISGj. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 30tb ultimor 
No. 134» relativd to your coiiTenation with the minuter of fi>reigii afikirB upoi^ 
the aubjects of the Bteamer Ark and the detitrten from the inBiirgent forces who 

were si'iit li«ck by the Mexican gonornl to the in?urgentB. 

1 olist rvc that the paper, n co]>y of which was promipod to you by hit? excel- 
lency, did not come. 1 uuderatand from the Alurc^uid de Moulholou that he Lad 
papers on the same subject from Mexico. It is to be desired that there may be 
no unDeeessarj delay or controTersj on the snbjeet 
1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWA£U>. 

JoHi\ BlUELOVV, £s^., {fC.t ifC.t ifC, 



Mr, Seward io Mr, Bigelow, 

Ko. 801.| Dbpartmrnt of State, 

Washington, July 17, ISG/i. 

Sir : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your deepatch of the 29th ultimo. 
No, 133, informing me of the course pursued by Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys, in re- 
gard to the purchase by the Mexican General Mejia, from insorgent officers, of 
uie aims and equipment of a fort in Texas. 
I am, sir, yoor obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWA&D. 

John Bigelow, £sq., tgc.t 4ir., igc. 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Bigelew. 

No. 205.] Bbfabtmxnt or Statb, 

Watkittgtomf My 2S, 1865. 

SiK : I tranemit a copy of a letter of the 12th instant, and of the accom- 
panying papers, addressed to this department by the Acting Assistant Secretary 
of War, on the pubject of affairs on the Kio Grande. 

You will bring to the notice of Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys the important state- 
ments contained in these papers, viz : the opinion expressed by General Mejia 
that there is a recognizable rebel party in Texas, and that a design is entertained 
in Mexico to produce an uprising against the United States in Texas, with a 
view to itt? annexation to Mexico, or at least to co-operate in maintaining the 
government of 3{aximilian. lou ask the proper explaaatioos on this subject 
without unnecessary delay. 

I am, sir, yonr obedient servant 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

John Bigblow, Esq., ifc^ Sfc^ ige. 



Mr. Eckert to Mr. Sacard. 

"War Department, IVasbington Cittj, July 12, ISGT.. 

SlA : I am instmcted bj the Stcretary of War U> transmit, for your iutormation, copies of 
eertidii papers relative to the condition of affairs on the Mexican firmtier, forwarded to this 
d( imrtnit nt by Hiyctr General P. H. Sheridan, eommandlog the mUitaiy division of the 

suuthvvcst- 

I have the honor to he, sir, yonr obedient servea% 

THOMAS F. ECKTirr. 
Acting Assistant iiecrtlury uj If ar. 

Hon. Wnxuv H. Bbwabd, Secntmrg rfSlaU, 
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GcHeral Brown to Litutenant Colond Canby. 

Headquarters Uxitkd Stati:s Foucks, 

Brazos A. Jago, Texas, May 24, 1865. 

CkN.ONEL: I havo the honor to report thai I visited Bnp:<lnil, Mr'xioo« yesterday, ami had 
R personal intt'rriow with Gencrftl M*'ji«, comniaudinp tlit- iinjH-riiil foreos on (lio Kio tJniude. 
The General expressed a feeling of kindness towards the guvenimcui of the I'nited States, 
and a wish to preserve such a policy as would insure an impartial action upon the troops 
under his comnand, between the govemmeot of the United Statt^s and the rebels, or confed- 
erates, as he termed them. He still held to the opinion that, notwithstanding the surren- 
der of the enemy on the ejist side of the Mississippi river, the rebils in Texas were a 
recognisable power. I hod reliable information that the enemy bad practically ovucuated 
Brownsrille, bat ^General Mejia proihwed not to know anythinfif abont it, thoti<rh the prop* 
erty of tlit> coiiri'di ralo fr,,venim<'nt had been sent over to Matamoras. I im Iiiturtm d, t'rom 
a sonrct^ I deem reliable, that General Slaughter has jierDiission from Geueiul Mejia to cross 
into Mexico with his troons at any time when he may deem it necessary to do so; thonffh 
this is not to ho cnnn'idm-A as being strictly official information. From all I can It nni, the 
rebebf who intend io coutium^ the content against the frovernment, are the friends, and are 
comperatinif with the imperial p^ovcmmeDt of Mexico. Tlu; \h iicv p.irty and (Kende of the 
gnvemmont of the Uuiti-d StuNM in Trtn« are the tVioiii]'^ of the liberal proverument or party 
in that State. This confirm.^ the inloriualiou I had the honor to transmit in my despatch of 
the '2:id instant. 

On the 14th instant a body of troops from this post, who were marching up the east bank 
of the Rio Grande, were fired upon from the Mexican side. Upon its bein^r reported to 
Oenenil Mejia hi- promptly disapproved of the act, and I am iufornied that h<- arrested three 
men who were reported to have been guilty of this bre^ich of neutrality, eind that he has 
erdered them to be ehot tivmorrow morning-. An application to sii])piy my command with 
iK'ef-catfb' mid horses from Moiico l.ns r. i i ImmI t!i.- njijircx ul of thy Mexican coniiiia!h!* r, 
but, notwithstanding theso acts of apparent fairness, 1 urn of the opinion that one of the 
etrongeat inflneooes that are broaght to bear apon the ]icopIe of western Mexico, to induce 
them to support the imperial government, is that Ti xas is to bo again aTiiu xfd ti> ti nt 
government, or that a protectorate Is to be extended over it. 1 submit iIh^- lacts lur tlio 
cenndanition of the major general commaading. 
1 am, TtKj truly, your obedient aenraa^ 

E. B. liliOWN, 
BrigiMar QtsmtA VoUmtunt Commtmdimg, 

Ueoleiiant Colonel J. iS. Caxbt. 

Assistant Adjutant General, Department Qtdf, Neto Orltans, 



Oewera/ Bromm to CUomd Ctwkf* 

Hbawicarteks United SxATrs T'Dnms, 

Brazos St. Jago, Tcjms, May 2'', Jt^fi.'. 

CoLONKL: I have the lionor to report tliat I have received information that the relK'ir> at 
Brownsville haf» broken np, after imprisoning their general (Slanghter) and forcing him lo 
divide the money in his possession. Slaui^liter has sent thu arms and ordnance stores into 
Matamoras and sold them to the imperial govcnmient. Such is the report- 

I have ordered the 34th Indiana, and 6*2d A. D. C, with two pieces of artillery that I 
have fitted np ia an imperfect manner, and to be drawn by malM, acroM the Boca Chica, 
aad intend to more to White Ranehe this erening, and to Hrownsville to>inofnyw. 

I dial! Iiicn-niw the force, if I di-ciu i( lu cessaryi and ahall take the command in perMn. 
I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 

E. B. BROW. 
BrigmiUr Osmrtl FolmtsMV, CommmMsg, 

Colonel J. Schuyler Crosby, 

A$$i$tomt A^JiUtmt Gsasraf, ikparimtnt Qwif, fhm OiUmiM, 



GsnenU Broum to Colimel Crosby. 

Headquarters United Stated Forces, 

BrmensvUU, Texas, /tfneS, 1865. 

CotA)lftEh: I have the honor to tranwnit, for the information of the major peneral com- 
manding, the enclosed copies of n corri'spondeiice lK't\v(» n General Mejia and myself. When 
the rebels evacuated this post the guard ot citizens ihat was formed to protect their property 
WQK claimed to be a liberal company from Mexico, and, cooaequently, the representative of 
the imjMNdal govemment was appiebsnaive of •ggmai've aetloo on the part of my command. 
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The Hppreb^^nsion waH incr«.'(u<»ctl by the mcnRciug nttitu'lo of Nfpfrota and Cortina. «ho hze 
cou^iUutly harassinc tbo miperial lorcee, and, probably, moro froui a feeling that tb« recciv' 
infil artillf^ry, markea U. S., from tbe rebel genftral Slaughter, and the eztraordfnaiy relatioiia 
timt liiiM- I xi-ti-i] for tfu' jiiist four nirnitlis ln't\v»'on thv rt ltrls* and thr i!ii]ii rial p<»vcrnuu-ul, 
Lad pluced the rt'iirr'sintativcs of thut guvcnuiieut iu a quvbtionable position. Undur tbese 
circatnstADces, I tliou^bt proper to forward the letter eadoeed, in order to altey tlie vadoe 
alarn tbut uas manilV'^tiiifr it'-i ir at Mntfunonw. 
I AID, very truly, yuux ubodicut j^urvaut, 

E. B. HROWN. 
Brigadier Qtmerml Commandiug, 

Lkuttuunt Colonel ScifUYLnn Cuositv, 

AtUng AsMsUtnt Adjwumt Gnund, D^rimtmi ^ fA« Qi^^ Nno Orktuu, 



Gtmrd Browm to General M^uu 

Headquarters I'xitf.d Statks FoncEs, 

Jlrownsrillr, Texas, May HI, 

(ji'.SEUAL: In order that yon mar be informed of the desire on tbo part of the govern- 
mout of tbe United States to presene amicable relations with tbc n publtc uf Mexico, I 
havo till" honor to transmit the iullo\viii<; oxtrnct from tlir- iiisfnictions from the Stcu •^■lr^ i«f 
btat« to the conunaudiug otticcr ol tbe depurtmeut ut the tjuii, oud which haa been fuiiiibhi.-d 
to me for my gnidaaee while in eommand of the Rio Qrande. 

[Extract.] 

"Yon have alr«»ady found that tbc confiision re»nlttn|r from civil strife and (breifni war in 
Jlcxico otft-rs .^idnrtions lor military enterprise. I hiive, therefore, to iutorni you of the 
exact condition of our relations towards the republic at tiie present time. We are on tcrma 
of amity and friendship, and maintiUnlnfr «Ii|iloniatie relations with the repahlic of Mexico. 
We r« LT'ird thiit country as t)ie theatre of a foreif^ii >var, min<jrle<.l with civil stiife. In the 
couHict we take no ]»urt, and, ou the contrary, we practice absolute uon-iuterventiuu and 
tion«interference. In command of the frontier, it ivill devolve on ytra, ftr as pnetiGabIe» 
eoiiM-ti :it'y with vmir other functions, lo prevent ttld or suppliee being f^ven from the 

I'niti .1 States to eiiiier bellifjcrent." 

I aiu aware, general, that tbo fact that this town, immediately procediug iUi occupation 
hj the troops nnder mj eommand, was, In a measure, protected by persons inimical to the 
jinperiul {rovr rnmrnt of Mexico, and the uect-ssity that rxists l'.>r ihf i iii|il>>yuient of men of 
thin class iu niy operation agaiuHt tbe liands of r«bclc> iu the couutr^' may be coustrued into 
a bellirirerent feelioff towards yonr f^emment. 

1 Itfir leave to assure voti Uiat such is not tbe cash*, and I repeat to you, formally, irbat I 
huiii in our conversation lU lian;daU, that tbe troops under my command will not bo per- 
mitted, in any manner, to interfere in the present relations of Mexico. 

Tbe same a8<inrance has been g^ven to members of the liberal party of Mexico, now re 
siding at thin po.st. . 

With coundemtiooe of respeeli I am, general, joor obedkmt servant, 

E. B. BROW'N, 
Brigadkr Gsasra/ Ca m mu mdin g* 

Major General Mf.JT A, 

CvmuMndimg JMatamonte, Mexko, 



CetUToi Camdoto Gtneral Oittrh'itts. 

Matamor.as, Mexico, Jmnr 4, l'^'. 

GtiNERAL: In accordance with your instructions 1 arrived hero a iV^r days .siiuc, anj 
have bad but little of importance to conitnuuicate npon the L. S. project as yet. I would 
l.vir I'livn to recaiU to ihc recollection of the ^'trirrnl-'tt-i'liif f ihut I iiiia.ioned Mr..). A. 
l^uinteio as one of the partit s concerned in the uUair, and mat in- had iia'i an interview with 
Marshal Bazaine, in January- Inst, in relation to it. Mr. Quintero was here last week in 
close conference with lieneial Mejia, and returned apaiu immediately to Monterey, and 
will he here njjain in a week. is ostonsihly enlisted in the imp«-rial cau.se, but iu reality 
is working fur an uprising in Texap, the I'rench and Mexicans to hold the frontii'r. 

Of the other parties concerned iu the enterprise two have gone to Europe, and one was 
heard of In Montgomery, two honrs before Genoal Wilson's entry into that place, endcav- 
tn ]<iir< luise horseii to goto ['.mis. ( )ne is ttow in 8an AntMiio» And wbeo 1 100 Mr. 
C^uiuioru 1 will know what is expected of me. 
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'The l iiizi^ns and foreipn residents of this place aro wholly onllsted in the iiiiporiiil cmsp. 
FoitilicatiuiiK are being throwu up from bank to b:iuk. cucircliup^ tin* citj. There niv tliiriy- 
five puns now here for defence. There aro about six hinplrcd Hi'lfrian troops and two bat- 
talions of Mi'xieans hem. Fonr tho«san<l infantry, artillery, and cavalrj' huv.- just be»'n 
eent otf to Camarpo, while two thouiiauU French troopis are lookeU fur from the »ea-board. 
A caiop of instruction ha8 been estublufaed at Monterey. An offiCM*, fomu rly in the rebel 
■ervice, is uuw hero engaged in raisin? a regiment uf Texans for service with the imperialists. 

To snm np, it seems the enteri)ri»« I spoke of has received a snddrn shock from the rapid 
giK( < --<•» of the federal arms, hut is by no means extinct. What the dtdeg^ation now jrone 
to Europe om^ effect, with those who are to follow, remains to be seen ; but certainly the 
feelinj; and spirit eTinoed by the confederates generally, and Toxans hi particahir, is most 
d«-cidi .riy in favor of an uprisin<; in Texu, or at least assisting tho imperislists against its 
euamie>, particularly the United States. 

Very respeetfitUy, your obedient senroati 

A. H. CANEDO. 

Major General P. J. OsTCRnAUa, 

Ckitf €f 8taf, Ifew Orhmiu, 

Thron<rh Hrifradier Clent-ral Brown, 

Citmmanding UmiUd SIoUm t'orctt^ BrownstilU, TtM$, 



[ThmslatioD.] 

BTo. 1^'\T Mat.\moras, May 31, 1865. 

Genckal: I have the honor to make answer to the note you have been pleased to address 
to me of this date, to inform me of the wish of tiie United States hi maintaininfif fHendty pp- 

latioiis uiih the republic of Mexico. For ibis purpose vnu nj me a copy of tlu' iii>t!iu"- 
tiona which the Secrviarj of State tranduiittetl tu tlicdepartntunt uf thu UuU, pointing out the 
neatral coarse he should obsenw, in Tiew of tlra maniutf in which the United States consider 
tbe jx Mirini! siluation of Mexico, and the State in wliicb the relations of amity «cisting be- 
tween bulii LMiiiitrius re,sL 

Allow jiu;, treiit-ral, to reply with my soldierly firankn(>Hs. Although I iprnore that there 
exi.sts in Me xico the n-pnblic and forci-^'n war, I ripird with rjri uf interest the iVit udly s<'iiti- 
Dients of tln^ United 8taU.'.< towards my country, and I csteeui at their just value the orders 
which in this sense emanate ffOm your ptverninent. 

And what wishes do the g'ovemmont of his Majesty the Emperor Maximilian foster in rela- 
tion to the ITnited Statea / I havo the honor to tran^tcrilH) hare tlie following instruciiuus 
w hicli, in this respect, have been eonunnnieated lo me by bis excellenigr die marshal com- 
mander-tn^chief: 

** Tiie government of Wasbinf^ton, ex]iluining certain reports which gave room to believe 
that tbe authorities at New Orleans, or rather tiie federal forces in Texas, gave aid iVLr i'nst 
US to somo guerillas and disaiduut chiefs, has given assurance that the instructions ^( ui to the 
federal anthoritiee preserilMd to them the strictest nentrallty. It is, tberefon*, very |>roper, 

tliat in r' < iiiro. :Tt;i.ii wi? sbould use all the vigilance possible to j)revent llie con tV.?i . i.- from 
makin*; iu Mt xicuu territory or Mexican waters any attack or movement aguiusL their ad- 
versaries, or me«!tlngany support, allhoupfb in«lirect." 

I think it ii<i le9» to add, itlth rii!. thut I um disposed to comply exactly with the wishes of 
my government, and that I <'iit«.r!aui Mithcient eimtideiico that th<< authorities of the United 
States will have the will and the power n>< . ><:iry to repress hatcvcr act of hostility might 
be in pn-paration against my CMiuitry witbin tlir ti-rriti ry of the Union. 

Please accept, general, the assurauuea of uiy kigb c^^leeiii. 

General MEJIA, 
Cv m m tmd i mg GtmtnUt ifc., Sfc. 

Brigadier General E. B. Brown, 
• Commumdn^ C/. & forces al BrmmitfttUt, 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Bigdow. 

Ko. 206.] Dbpabtmbnt op Statk, 

WatkmgUm, Mu 24, 1805. 

Sir : Some observers who posr^iblj are sttspicious, but who certainly arc known 
to 1)0 ^hrcwfl, infer from flie tour of iln* tuiiii^^irrinl prt'<::, aiul (»{" that [lovtioii nf 
the othe r )irt':<s in Italy wliicli more d* nioii.^lrMt i v* iy .xytnpathize.-i with the 
Freucli guverumeut, tLat u project i» uu loot wliicli coutemplatcd uu uddition 
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from Ttaly to the French armj now engaged in ^fexico, and with a ^new to 
hos'ilitiei* against the Uiiitcd .State?. It is not believed here that either the 
Italian or French government entertains such a design. Neverthele^, exidting 
circumataneeB render it important to the United States to know whatmeasnre of 
truth tbere iB in statements of this character, and certainly it is only dcalinif 
justly and properly with the powers concerned, to bring the statementa to their 
knowle(l;zc with a view to any ex|»lanrttionH ilioy may he preparr^d to give. I 
have, therefore, by the President's direction, taken measnres to communicate 
with the government of Italy in an unofficial way, and will thank you to bring 
the same subject to the notice of Mr. Dronjn de Lhnys in a friendly manner. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAKD. 

John Big slow, Esq., fyc., 4^., 



Mr. Seward io Mr. Bigclow. 

No. 207.j Depart MK NT of Statr, 

Washington, July 2'), 1SG5. 

Sir: Your det*patch of the 6th instant, No. 136, with two enclosures, relative 
to the alleged infringemeuts of neutrality in favor of the insurgents on the llio 
Grande, in the case of the steamer Ark, and that of the delivery up of soathem 
deserters to the insurgents, has been received, and will engage attention. 
I am, sir, yonr obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAKD. 

John Biuelow, E8q[.,.4r., ifc.t !fc» 



Mr. Hunter to Mr. Bigelow. 

No. 813.] Dkpabtmknt op Statk, 

Washington, Julji 2^. 1S65, 

Sir : Your dcf^p itch nf tlie 6th of July, enclosittcr a copy nnd !raii.-l;itiou of a 
stalt URiit in regard to the case of the steamer Ark, and to the delivery up by 
the French troops of a party of insurgent deserters to the insurgent forces in 
Texas, has been received. 

A ftirthur inquiry will be made in regard to the steamer, and the statement 
coTK t riling the deserters will be communicated to the Secretary of War for his 
iuioruiatiou. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

W 'BU^^Vl^ AOmg Secretury, 

John Bigblow, Esq., 4^., l/e. 



Mr» Hunter to Mr, Bigclow. 

No. 2I4.J Depabt.mbnt op State, 

Washington, Juhj 28, 1865. 

Sib : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 11th insUiut, 
No. 140, transmitting a copy of correspondence between the minister for foreign 
affiurs and the nuni.->ter of war, in explanation of the alleged ptirchase of arw- 

lery and munitions l)y Goneral M«jia from the insurgents at Brownfvill*', and 
showing the disapproval of tie impori;iI £^ov( rrHii«-iif <>f ruiy fucIi trant^iction. 
These guua and munitions, probably, have been already rcblorcd to the Luited 
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BtateB mililary aothoritiet. Whatever maj haro heen the facts of the transfer, 
itgiveH this {Tovernment great satisfaction to find our coiifidenco in tlto h(»nora- 
ble disposition of France i'ully confirmed by the corrcfipoudcuce accompanying 
your despiiLch. 

A copy of your oommtmicatioD baB boen sent to the Secretary of War fbr bis 
information. 

I am, air, your obedient servant, 

W. HUNTEll. Acting Secretary. 

John Bioelow, Es^., ^t;., S[c. 



Mr, Hunter lo Mr, Bigdow. 

No. 215.] Depabtmbnt of Statk, 

Woihingtw, July 31, 1865. 

8lB : I enclose a translation of a note of tbe 4tb instant,* and a copy of tbe 
accompaniments to wbicb it refers, addressed to \hh di partrnt nt by Mr.Bomero, 

tiie envoy cxtraordin.iry aiul tninij^tor plenipotentiary of the Mexit-an republic 
accredited to this govenimt nt, relative to a snppofiod understanding between 
tbe insurgent commanderd in Texas and the French commander in the adjacent 
quarter of Mexico, and to an alleged co-operation between them, for tbe purpose 
of preventing tbe recovery of Matamoni^ from ito present possession. Sup- 
posing the pnpern referred to in Mr Komero's comraunie itinn to he p^eimiiie, 
they seem to n fjuire explanation to the French authorities, wbicb you will con- 
sequently request of Mr. Drouyn de Lbuys. 
I am, sir, yonr obedient servant, 

W. HUNTER, ActiMg Secretary. 

JOBN BiOBLOw, Esq., 4[e., 4e. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Bigelow. 

No. 216.] Department OP Statk, 

Washington, July 31, 18C5. 

Sib: Your despatch of the 14th instant, No. 14'5, and its enclosures, havo 
l>een received. 1 he information which you give of tbe inendly change in the 
tone of tbe Frendi Journals is very satisfactory. 
1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

W. HUNTEB, Acting Secretary, 

John Bigelow, Ebc^., Sfc., 



Mr, Bigelow to Mr. Seward, 

No. 154.] Lboation of the U\tTi-n Statks, 

Paris, August 5, 18G5. 

Sir: Referring to your despatch No. 192, I have the honor to transmit here- 
with, in three enclosures, copies of a letter upon the subject-matter of that 
despatcb addressed by me to his excellency the minister of foreign affiiirt on the 
26tti ultimo, and a copy and translation of his reply received yesterday. 
I am, sir, with great respect, yonr very obeaient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William II. Seward, 

Secretary of State, Sfc., Sfc., Sfc. 



*For encIoBoras see Mr. Bomero's note of the 4tb of Joly. 
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[Eiulosnre No. 1.] 

JIfr. Bigtlmo to Mr, M. Drmtf it Lkugt. 

LSUATIOir OF THE UxnTP Pt\TFS, 

Paris, July '2i\ Ic^io. 

8m t RHferrinfT t© » convematlon vrh\eh T bad the honor to hoUl \rUh yonr excellency on 

tilt" titli iiistaut, it) refert iicc t.i tli.' dt livri y of cannon and other mnnitions of war by some 
of the rchul commandertt in Texas lu the Mexican general commandiug at Matamorns, and 
relerrinp: also to the Tory iatiftfactory commnnication which I had the honor ■obseqneutly to 
receive fmin tho Emperor's provt rufirt'nt up it; ;i;c snliject. it Itetonips mj du^ tO invile yOW 
excellency's attention to the lollowiug 8uppl»tiieulary represi'iitiitions. * 

Authentic infornnitiou lia« reached my government that mo8tof the rebel leaders of nifli> 
tary rank in Texas, inrludinr:' (Jeneral^ Smith, Mapruder. Shelby, Slanphter, and Wa)ktf« 
tof^et her with ntunerotis large and small bands of rel)el soldiers and citizens, aujounting to 
two thousand in number, crossed the Rio Grande and found asylum in Mexico aftrr the ca» 
pittilation of the inisnrf^ent commander; that pverythinp on whet ls, artillery, horses, mules, 
in fact all the public propertv that could be moved, were also carried over the border after the 
capitulation, but before ue United Stat, s forces could occupy the eotmtry ; that utnoiij^ other 
tiling:^ thus carried away, of which intoriuation huH reached me since I had tho honor oi 
bringing these border difficulties to your excellency's attention, was the steamer "Lncy 
Given." or "(»win," which was surnMidercd at Matap^orda and is now anchi>red at IVi^rda'i, 
ou the Rio Grande : and some 650 liales of cotton which were included in the capitulation 
and stored at Rio Qranda City. 

I repret to add that it is the impre^-ion of tlie ftd» ra1 general cx^mnmudiiiLT ilmt division of 
our armr that peT8ons calling themt>elves the representatives of the imperial coveriiint-nt of 
Ifoxieo have enconmged this extensive plunder of property belon (ring to the United States 
Temment, and also that the Fren< !i ntlii-t r^ in that vicinity have incurred the reproadi of 
Inp: very tmfriendly and offeusivo iu their bearing towards the citizens of the United States 
at Hrowijsville. 

I hasten to brinf; these facts to yonr pxcellcm-v's altentlon, in order, f:rst, fliat the direo- 
tions fjiveu by his excellency the minister of war, reJ'erred to iu his comumniration t<» yonr 
exci llency bearing date .July J»t, may bo extended, if not sufficiently comprehensive al- 
ready, so as to insure the j»rompt reslnration uf the steamer "Lucy tfiven," or "(twIii," the 
850 bales of cotton taken from iiio (irande City, a.s well as the artillery, carria;res, h()rse«, 
mules, iVc., previously taken away by tlie rebelf* and their abettors; aud, Hecondly, that all 
persons under the control of the Emjieror's government may bo instructed to avoitl, as much 
as possible, a lan^na^e or demeanor calculated to a<ri_'raVate the difficulties of preservin|^ 
pence on a frontier at lin' rnnil in iii < of so many irrita; iii;^ inllut iices. Aiiimatrd by the spirt 
with which it is hoped this request will be received, my guverumeut has issued renewed in- 
atmctions to the general commandinfr the United States military forces In Texas **to permit 
no a'r<,'-ressive niovcnieiifs of trm-ps iin^i.-r his con::! :!!).] \\-i!rn Mi \ i territory, unless un- 
der special instruetious to that ctlect from the War 1 >i paiuuent-, which shall be rendered ne- 
cessaiy by a eondiUoo of affisirs not now anticipated. ' 

I pray your exceUottcy to aooept assurances of the high consideration with which I bav* 
tho huuur to be, 

Your exc«]leuCT'*a veiy obedient and very humble servantt 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

His Excellency Monsieur Droi'yn ue Lhi v.'s, 

MiaisCer qf Fwign Affmn, 



[Enclosure No. 3.— Translation.] 
Jfr. Drmi§m da Lkuj/g to JITr. BafsfoMt. 

PaBIS, August 1, 1865. 

Sm: T have received (he note which yon did mo the honor to address to me on tlic OHth 
ultimo, couceruiug certain facts said to have occurred on the frontiers of Texas and Mexico, 
and to be of a nature to attract the attention of the government of the Kmperor. 

Yon tciall en this occasion the comuumications which passed lietw»H-n us in reft rcnce toft 
slmilai incident, namely, the delivery of the artillery' of Brownsville to the auslu.rities at 
Matamoras. Information recently received in France, and which was reproduced in the news- 
papers, has made known to ns the satl-factorv solution piveii ti> t'lat aiTiir. IJelore our 
inst ructions, reiMimmending the restoration ot tliis property to the ti Ueral autliorities, had time 
to reach Mexico, General Alejia had, of his own accord, ordered its surrender to the con»- 
nander at Brownsville. This voluntarj' deci>itm shows dispositions which, I doubt not, will 
be appreciated by the cabinet at Washington. The same iuiurmatlou states, moreover, that 
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tho moflt friendly relations had bet^n estuMislitH] Ix'twcen the military commaiidoVi of tbo 
United States and of Mexico ia ihat part of the froutiera of the two countries. 

You do me the honor to mention to me, in your eommunication of Jnlj 26, tho passing orer 
into llip Mt'xinui tfrritorj* of h ciTtain number of confederate tr»*neral9, who, witii some two 
thousand nersouH, soldiers, aud others, are said to have, after the capitulation, crossed tbu 
Bio Granoei, takiu|r with thrai their arUUery, horses, mules, all or which were the prup- 
«irty f'f tlic fc'b'ral ^oviTriMient. 

i Hill nut yt't in u jK»!>ilion to oiTcrjou any explanations on this point ; hnt, from what we 
know of the' views m the Mexieaa govenunoiit, fchoae prooeedlnf^ would bo entirely eoiitra:7 
to it8 inteiitionH. 

A* fur tlie steamer Lncy GiviMi, or Gwin, and the Hi>0 bales of cotttm iiu liiib-d in tho capit- 
nbitioit,w)iich are said to liave ht in trans fcrnd to Mexican territory, I am al >•) ubii^ed to wait, 
before answerinp:y(mrd<-mund, for the information which I have asked, both trom the French 
military' authorities and from tl»e government of M<;xico. 

Accept assurances of tbr high couMduraliiai with whtdi I have the honor lobe, nr, your 

Tery humble and very obedient servant, 

DBOimrDELHUT& 

Mr. BiGELOw. 

MinisUr oj the Uniltd States, Ifc, Sfc, Sfc, Paris. 



Mr* Seward to Mr, Bigeloto, 

Ko. 234.] Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 

Washington, Augutt 25, 1865. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the rec«pt of your despatch No. 154. of the 5tli 
infitant, which is accompanied by a copy of the correspondence whiclt pa.-ised 
bt twt'eii youn-<elf and Mr. Drouyii do Lhiiys upon tlie csubject of certain prop- 
erty, belonging to tho United States, which wad delivered by the insurgents iu 
Texiw to tticL general commanding at Hatamoras. Your proceedings therein 
recited are fully a(>proved. . As far a:? relates to the affiiur at MatamoraSf the 
action of the French government is natiafactory. 
I am, sir, your obedicut aervaut, 

WILLIAM 11. SEWARD. 

John Bioklow, Es(][., l^c, 8fc., S(c, 



Mr, Bigehw to Mr. Seward. 

J^o. 166.] Legation op thk TTmtrd Statks, 

rans, August 31, 1865. 

Sir: At my interview with Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys to-day, aud after dispod- 
ug of the matters referred to in my despatch of this date* marked *'confiaen- 
tial," 1 alluded to the unhappy consequcuccd of M. Rouher's attempt' iu the 

corps lejrislatif to quote from a conversation which had pa.><sed between ^Ir. 
l)rouyn de Lhuys and myself in reference to Mexico. I expressed my rc;xret 
that 1 had not then availed myself of his offer to make a correction iu the Mou- 
itenr of the minister of state's statement, and then remarked that the speech in 
question had given such importance to our correspoudenoe as to render it neces- 
sary for you to define with greater |)reeision than I. in a somewhat dc^^ultory 
corivt rfiatioii, Imrl »lecined it necessary to do, the attitude which the United 
Stale.-* occupied in letercucu to France aud Mexico. 1 thcu read to him your 
despatch No. 187. 

Hr. Drou}ni do Lhuys said, by way of commentt that France neitlier asked 
nor expected from the United States anything more than neutrality in reference 
to Mt \i( o — at least for the moment; that you had iusisted that Mr. Davis, 
though occupj^iug a largo territory with a large army, was not a belligerent; 
and yon now insist that Jnares, withoat an army and without a goverumeut 
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that Any one could find, represented the sovereign power of Mexico. He did 

not agree with you on cither of thei«e points, hut he could not object to your 
holding these views. Ah lonp: a^^ we observed the neutrality proniiBod iu your 
despatch, he felt that wc were doing all they had a right to require of ua. In 
regard to jonr letter, lie nid be did not see that it differra materially from what 
I had represented ; that I had never pretended that the people of the United 
States were not more partial to a repablican than to a monarchical form of gov- 
ernment, nor had he ever Huppofjpd the contrary, but lu' could not Hn{>j)or=e that 
we would prefer to perpetuate brigandage and misrule, under the name of re- 
publicanism, rather than have order and security iu Mexico, even under a 
monarchical form of government. 

Here, owing to the lateness of the hour and an intermption, it was neoeMazy 
to bring our intervit'w to a rather premature close, to my regret. There were 
t*cv(>ral point? rairicd in the course ot" lii? conversation to-day on which 1 would 
have liked to return, but must trust to some future opportunity for that satit^ 
Action. 

Meantime I remain, sir, yonr very obedient and very Inunbh' f^ervant. 

JOHN B1G£L0W. 

Hon. WiLi.iAM 11. Sewarp, 

Secretary of StatCt Wathington, 



Mr. Scicard tu Mr. Uigeloto, 
[Extract.] 

No* 859.] Department OF Statk, 

Washington, Scptcmher 6, 18G5. 

Sir : I have submitted to the President the letter which you wrote at Dieppe 
on the 21 St of August, and which was marked unofficial. In that letter yoa 
disenM at largo the present aspect of the relations between the United States 
and France as they are affected hy the sitoation iti Mexico. 

On this subject this government does not think itself called upon to volno- 
teer opinion!*, counsel, or advice, or gratnitou8ly to offer explanations to the 
governments of Europe, On the contrary, wc have been content to stand upoa 
what we have already very frequently set forth, while every proper care has 
been takca to prevent or allay irritations which might tend to bring aboat nn> 
expected and nndesircd collisions. It is possible, however, that the Fn tu-h 
government may think it ])rnper to ask you for explanations to some extent o£ 
the President's opinions and policy. 

This paper is intended to euable you, iu such a case, to submit to the imperial 
gov^ment, in an earnest and yet altogether friendly manner, certain views 
which the President has taken of the political sitnation in Mexico. Those 
views are by no means new, and tliey are as distinct and fnll as the present 
condition of the question involved enables u.s to expres^s. 

It can hardly be deemed necessary to repeat on this occ4isiou what has been 
80 often and so constantly avowed by this government, namely, that the people 
of the United States cherish a traditional friendship towards France. We also 
habitually indulge a conviction that the existence of friendly relations between 
the United States and France if* by no means unfavorable to the interests of 
that great nation. These seutiments have survived the many interesting 
national changes which, dnring the present centurr, have occurred in the two 
countries concerned, and they may therefore be deemed to be independent of 
all merely ]iairi-rin or dynastic influences in the one country or in the other. 

It is percri\ 1(1 with mucli regret that an apparent if not n r»\al, a future if 
not an immediate, antagonism between the policies of the two natious seems 
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to rev^ itself in the situation of Mexico before iiieiiti<med. The United States 
llETe at no time left it doubtful that they prefer to nee a domestic and republican 
system of g^overnnient prevail in Mexico ratlirr than any other system. This 
preference results from the fact that the Constitution of the United States itself 
IB domoBtic and republican, and from a belief that not only its constituent pai'ts 
OQglit to presenre the same fenn and charaeter, but that, so fiu" as k practieaUj 
and justly attainable by the exercise of Utoaad influences, the many American 
Btiti^H by which the United States are surrounded shall bn diatinguiahed by the 
same peculiarities of government. I think it not improper to add, that although 
the Constitution of thi» government and the habitd of the American people 
foimed under it disincline ns from politieal propagandiraa, and althongn the^ 
still more strongly disincline ns from seeking aggrandizement by means of mUi- 
tary conquP!>t, yet that the nation ha.'^, at various times since its organiz ition, 
found it necerts.iry i'or expansion, and that the like necessity may reasonably 
be expected to occur hereafter. That expansion has thus iai been eficcted by 
the anneutfon of adjacent peoples* who nave come faito the Union through 
their own consent as coostitnent republican States under the Oonstitntion of me 
I'liitcrl Stntef*. To these two fiicts may be added the general one that peace 
and frieiidBhip between the United States and other nations on this continent, 
and, consequently, the advance of civilization in this hemlspbere, seem to us 
more likely to he secured when the other Ameriean states assimilate to our own. 

It is hardly necessary for me to indicate wherein the present attitude and 
proceedings of the French government in regard to Mexico seem to be variant 
from the policy and sentiments of the United States which I hnvc tlnih^ described. 
I may remark, however, in general terms, that France appears to us to be lend- 
ing her great influence, with a considerable military force, to destroy the 
domestic republican government in Mexico, and to establish there an imperial 
system under the sovereignty of an European prince, who* until he assumed 
the crown, was a stranger to that country. 

We do not insist or claim that Mexico and the other states on the American 
continent shall adopt the political in^^titutions to which we are so earnestly at- 
tached, but we do hold that the peoples of those countries are entitled to exer- 
cise the freedom of choosing and establishing institutions like onr own, if they 
are preferred. In no caRt- can we in any way af»sociate ourselves with efforts of 
any party or nation to deprive the jicople of Mexico of that privilege. 

Passing by all historical questions connected with the subject as not now 
necessarily requiring discussion, I have next to remark that this government 
finds it^self neither less obliged nxa less di^pc^ed at the present moment than it 
has hitherto been to adhere to its settled policy. Peihaps the French frovorn- 
ment may be supposed to have taken notice of the fact that, owing to the 
popular character of our government, our national policy is not adopted from 
the choice of any President or any particular administratioa, and that, on 
the contrary, every important or cardinal policy is a result of the determination 
of the national will legally expressed in tlie maimer appointed and prescribed 
by the ConHtitntion. Experience has shown that, in every case, any policy 
which has arit^en trom such popular sources, and which has been perseveringly 
8up|>orted by the general national conviction through a long series ot yc are, 
has been found to be essential to the safety and welfare of the Union. 

The intense popular interest which was awakened by the prevalence of a 
civil war of vast proportions during a few yearf pa.-'t has tended in some decree 
to moderate the solicitude which the situation of I'oreign affairs woa calculated 
to create ; but that interest is now rapidly subsiding, and it maj be reasonably 
anticipated that henceforth the Congress of the United States and the people 
in their primary assemblies will give a very large nhare of attention to questions 
of extraneous character, and chief amonpr t}ici»e 1.^ likely to Ik- that of onr rela- 
tions towards France with regard to Mexico. iSor does it seem unwise to take 
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into eonsideration the fact that tlie presence of military forces of the two nationSt 

somptimoa confronting: cacb other across the border, has a trMi'lfncy, which both 
of tin rn may well n t, to produce irritation and annoyance. The French 
government haa not shown itself inaiieutive to this iuconvenicuce hitherto, 
wbOe this government haa been desiions to pntctiee eqnal pndenoe But a 
time seems to have oome when both nations may well consider wln tlier the 
permanent interes»ts of international peace and friiind^hip do not require the ex- 
ercise of a thoup^htful and serioue attention to the poUlical questioos to which I 
have thus adverted. 

I am» sir, yonr obedient servant, 

WILUAM H. S£WARD« 

JOHiN BlOBLOW, £s^., 4^** ^* 



Mr, Seuford tc Mr, Bigelow. 

No. 263.J Dkpart.mknt OF State, 

Washington, Scpfem/jrr 13, 1S(j5. 

Sir: I transmit a copy of a correspondence between this department and the 
minister of Francet in regard to the case of the United States merebaot steamer 
Sonora, now in the port of Tampico, in the handB of ini^urgents, and tlic resto- 
ration of wliicli to her proper ownor, I^Ir. F. Clavel, of N»'w Oilrfnif, if son;_'lit 
by this governmf'nt* I also tran.'^nnt a copy of a despatch of the 24tli of .lunc 
last. No. 24, from Franklin Chaise, es^., United States consul general at Tam- 
pico. 

Yon will be pleased to lay the facts of the case before the imperial govern- 
ment, and to request that French a;;<'nt'» at Tam[)i('o may be instructed to do 
what tht»y proptnly can towards enabling Mr. Olavel to recover his property. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

John Bigblow, Esq , ^v., Ijfe^ tfc 



Mr, GloM to Mr. Huaur, 

No. 34.1 UinTED States Cohsvlatb Oekeral, 

Tampico, June 27, l^fJl. 

Sm I bare tho honor to enclose horowith copies of tbc correspondence pnssud between this 
consalste and the prefccto politico ol' tliin district, in relation to the steaaier 8unoni, to wUich 
I to invite your alt4'iition. 

Tlic steaiucr Grtuiitv City, tbrmcrly belonging to our navy, which canto into thi» port us a 
blockade maner, late in the month of March last, under the namo of Three MarvB, di.-^play- 
ini:^ the s» cc^sirm (lag, ig atill in tliis ]M>rt; also the steunur .1 in inn tf.-, under British Colow. 
These throe. vcHstcls are the hist of tiie urrivuls from the coast ol iVxtis. 

PreaumiD^ that the movements o\' the Granite City might be of Intorest to our government, 
I rrp<irte(l bor prt'si'iiCL- bL-re to tl.f Iioi:()r iMr flic Si' rttary of the Navy, in my despatches to 
tLut funclinii!i;y, iliitf l resprctively ICtli niid I7ih uhiiuu. 

The f rlitipf iu this place is still so mnoh in favor of tlio late eoutheni insum-ction. that I 
have but littli' or no Impes of aiiythiiifr trsvorahU* rt'sultiiip from iny iuterfi-reneo in tlie easo 
of the .Souom, uud 1 would re^pei-tuiliy sup'^t iit t!iat a v»v<seI-of->var should bo iv-ut here 
forthwith, to demand her immediate restoratinn ru her owner. 
I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Hon. Wii.i.iAM III N n a. 

Acting Stcrtilary of 6luU^ tkathingtonf D. C. 



*TUt enolosare appeals in cosnspoDdenoe with the French legation. 
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TTmiteo States CoNsrLATE Gknf.rai,, 

Tampico, June 'iO, 1865. 
Sir: I ba\-c tho honor to acquaint you that tlje steamer wWch arrived in iliis yovt on the 
12th iustaiit, from tlio coast of Texas* nnder the <i.ssuiiiptiou of British itatioimlity, i.s in reality 
the Aiiuvioan steamer 8onora, heUinpiiig; to Felix Ciiivel, esn., of the city uf N»'\v C)rlt uus, 
where j^he was duly and properly docuineuted ; hut while in tiie prosecution of a lej^al trading' 
Toyttjxe from Now Orleans to Matainoras. she was unlawfully captureil when at anchor in the 
waters of Braso«, bj^ » boat with a crew of armed men, who overpowered the captain and 
erew, and eacaped wiUi htr to the coast of Texas, then in possession of the so-called confed- 
erate forces. 

As a matter of diitj to investimtto still further tho character of the steamer in i^uestiuu, I 
faaT« had an intervktw with Frederick Johnson, e^^q., her Britannie Mnje^t/'n oonsnl at this 

port, n|Mni this suhject, who informs it.i tlmt she is not entitled to the protection of his frov- 
ernmeut, and that he has warned the captain of the cousequeuce.s of making a lalse uao of 
the flag of his country. 

Althonjjh Ttdt oilicially, still I am credibly iiiforined that all the so-cnlled confedenite forces 
west of tho Mississippi, under the command of General Kirhy Sniilli, were siirn'ndered by 
that chief to Major General Canbj* of the fe<]eral forces, on the 2Gth day of May last, thus 
pivinp tlie final blow to that insurrection which for a length of time had ljc<'n so disastrous 
to the United .State:*. 1 uioutiou this circumstance to show that while in liie confusion of the 
Teoc<;upatiou of the ports of Texas by the federal forces the Sonora escaped, with a few bales 
of cotton, which have been landed in this port ; couiiequently she did not depart from a port 
hetd In armed rebellion against the United States, because the whole State of Texas, by -rirtne 
of the above-mentioned surreiitlcr, has again come uii'ler the liivs > and the jjovernin<'!it of the 
said I nited States, and thus her departure thorefroin cannot now be coDsidcreU as from an 
floeniy's port to any party or power. Hence the time seemi to have anived when those 
priviie^ s which hav< In n granted by foreign powe» to a forced tmde with the ouemiee of 
the United States have no further exi.'«tence. 

Under these eircnmstancos, I l^ee to express the hope that your honor will be pleased to 
consider it an act of justice to dc'iiin the f>t»nora until tier legitimate owner can have time to 
apf>ear here, or to produce docuuionlt'ry evideuco iu leclamatiou of his pruj)erty thus unlaw- 
fully wrested from hmi. 

I improve this occasiuQ to renew to yoor honor the aasaiaooes of oiy distingoished con- 
siderutiou and jjartieular respect, » 

FRANKLIN CHASE. 

Hon. Jesus de la Sekna, 

Frefuto Politico^ Sfc, Sfc, Stc^o/tht Southtm DiUria ^ TamamlifOi, 



No. 2. 

[Translation. J 

Mexican Eupire, Political Prefecture of the District 

South of Ta3iiadupa8, TampieOt Jwu 83, 1866. 

Mr. Coxsul: The business relating to the steamer Sonora, of which vou treat in your 
esteemed note dated '21st instant, bos been tiunsferrod to the court of iirst instance of tliis 
district, that it may proceed in what may tie needful pertaining to ita exclnsiTe jurisdiction, 
r -ervini. to inysolf to send you the result when the judicialauthofity may determine what 
it coUffiders to be proper. 

The occaaion, Mr. Consol, offers me that of protesting to you my distinguished considera- 
tkn and esteem. 

JESUS DE LA SEliNA, 

TA« Political Pr^ect udinUrim. 

P. S (Jarcia, Secretary. 

Consul Geneiui. oftht'V.S.of America at this port^ Present. 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Bigelow. 

No. 26-4.] Department op State, 

WiuhUfgtQn, September 20, 1865. 

Sir : At an early period of tbe war between France and Mexico a bodj of 
native n^ro Egyptian troops was put by tlic Pacba of Egypt at th«; pcrvicf of 
the Emperor of the French, by whose direction they were eonyeyed from £gypt 
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to Mexico, where they were incorporated in the French pcrvice. It has been 
represented that tlie embarrntirui of the negroes on that destination waf invol- 
untary, and was eflfected not without compuKsion. I am not prepared to say 
that the statement is absolutely accurate in this latter respect. The proceeding 
excited mach oomment at the ttmei but it passed wuiotie^ by this govemment, 
wliich was then seriously occupied with a peculiar condition of merely domestie 
affairs:, and with the foreign rmhaiTa?smenti< which grew out of that condition. 
It is now repic-icntcd to this govi rnment that a feeoiul embarcation of tlie same 
character and with the same destination and purposes is contemplated. Since 
tbe original transaction ocenrred the United States bave abolished slaveij. 
The attention of CongresB, as well as that of the executive department and of 
the country, hat* been very steadily fixed upon the course of events in Mexico, 
which I need not pay iV»na a subjt'ct of porioii.-* apprehoncion with regard to the 
safety of free republicun institutious on this coutiueut — an object with which we 
are aecnstomed to connect the desired ultimate consequence of the abolition of 
every form of compulsory dvil or military servitude in this bemi.^phere. 

You are instructed to bring this matter to the attention nf Mr. Drouyn de 
Lhuys, and state to him that, in the opinion of this goverument, the renewal 
of the transactions alhub d to could not bo regarded with favor or (^ven without 
deep concern by the ptople of the United States or by their government. It 
is proper for you to inform Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys that I have vrritten upon 
the subject in the same ecnHe lierein adopted to the diplomatic agents of tiie 
United State? residing, re^^pictivf ly, at Alexandria and Oonstautinople. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

John Bioblow, Esq., fyc, 4^., 



Mr. Bigelow to Mr. Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No. 177,J Lbqation of the U-nited States, 

Paris. Srpf( mher 21, 1SG5. 

Sir: 1 jdullted by an opportunity which pre.'^ented itself to-day at the re- 
ception oi the rainit-ter of foreign atfairs to recall what his excellency had said 
at our last interview about the gradual irithdraval of the French army from 
Mexico, for the purpose of mentioning a report which had reached me from our 
consul in Egjpt, that six hundred of the I'acha's siilijcer:^ of the Sdudan were 
daily cxpeeted to embark for Mexico to re-eutorce the invading aiuiy. 1 re- 
marked that such a report wan hkely to provoke comment, and therefore I felt 
a desire to know, if he was disposed to tell me, how much Ibundation it had in 
tnith. Hr. Drouyn de Lhuys said that he brlit-ved there were some troope 
raL-Jed f»omo time ago in Egypt ; he did not know how many, but he gave mc 
the impression that he was not aware of anything on the way at ihis moment. 
Their capacity to resist the diseases of the Mexican coa.-^t led the government 
to look in that quarter for soldiers to garrison the unhealthy regions of Mexico. 
Bat he went on to add, that whatever ui-iy be the number uf troops gone or 
going from Egypt to Mexico, what he had said about the actual reduction of 
the Freneii army in Mexico wha none the le.>.-< true. Since j^ceing me, lie had 
taken paius to verify in the proper quarter what he had staled to me a? hi.>< 
conviction. The reduction, he added, would go on as fast as possible, for the 
Emperor was very anxious to get out of the country, llow fast they could 
reduce, he said, would depend a great deal upon the United States* It wae 
their wish to retire as soon as they could leave their interests in Mexico properly 
protected. 

I said that his excellency surely could not have expected our government to 
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go fiirther than H htA already gone to ebow its forbeanuiGO, or worcb to tliat 
^eeL " No," he replied ; " my last letters from Mr. Montholon are reiy satia- 

factory. So much 80, that I Kont a line yesterday to the Kmperor on the sub- 
jeci." I tohl him, in t^uhiitJiiice, tliat ho oujxht hy tliiti time to frcl satisfied that 
our goveruiueut had, no diapobitiou uimecciijiaiily to embarraau the govcrument 
of the Emperor. 

m * * m * * m 

* 

I am, ev, with great re8peet» yonr obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

lion. William IL Sew ard, Sccrefari/ of Slate. 



MiLr, Seward to Mr, Bigelaw, 

No. 269.] Dbpartmext of State, 

WatAinglon, September 25, 18G5. 

Snt : Your despatch of the 31pt of Angupt, No. IG l, has boen received. I 
have ri^'id carefully the account you have given theiciu of your conversation 
held with Mr. Drouyu dc Lhuys ou that day upon the special subject of the iu- 
tercepted Qwyn oorre«pondence and the general subject of Mexican relations. 

I agree with the mininiter for fnreign affairs in his concluding puggestion, 
that, so fir m possible, direct and verbal communications upon such delicate 
matters are to bo pn ti ncfl owr formal oncn. I am, moreover, well jileased with 
the general spirit and tone nmuifcsted by Mr. Dn^uyu de Lhuya in that con- 
versation. Beyond these points he will hardly expect a minister of the United 
States to coincide. The unpleasant interpellation about Dr. G\syii, .is Mr. • 
Drouyn de Lhuy^« calls it, w m a consequence, a remote one indeed, but still a 
consequence, of the Emperor's giving private audience to T)r. Gwjn, a traitor 
acting in the interest of an insurrection against this government. Aware that 
such consequences must follow such suspected audiences, this department and 
this government decline in every case to ^ve audience to such emissaries as 
Gwyn cominiz from states with which we are holding diplomatic relations. 

It is well, 1 tliink, for both the French government and that of the United 
States, to avoid the giving and the unnecessary taking of ofience. The object 
of each is to avert misunderstandings and not to make them. It is useless to 
try to do that unless we can successfully abstain from eveiy thing that might 
provoke irritation. It must he easy to ^ee that the people of the United States 
nave sensibilities as j»rofnuiuI as those of the Frencli people. The government 
of the United States may well he believed to have aeuaibilitles as tender as 
those of France herself. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWABB. 

John Bioblow, Esq., ^ ^v. 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Bigelow. 

No. 270.] ^ Depart.ment op State, 

Washington, September 25, 1865. 

Sir : I acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 31st ultimo, No. 166,. 
relative to your interview of that date with Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys, in regard to 
.Mexican questions. Your proceedings on that occasion ore approved. With 
regard to the views expi-essed by ^Ir. de Lhuys there is no oceasioa for special ' 
eomment. 

I am, sifr TOUT obedient sefvantf 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Jou.\ BiOELOW, Esq., ifc,, Ifc., igc. 
27 D C*» 
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Mr. Seward to Mr, Bigdow, 

No. 274] Dbpart.ment of State, 

Washington^ September 25, 1865. 

SiH : I have to acknowloilge the receipt of your despatch of the 2l!?t of Juno 
hist, No. 120, givitj}: nn- a copy of a note of the 17lh of that nxmdi inuu Mr. 
Drouyn de Lhuyj*, iu rc ply lo yours correctiug the statement uiado by th« 
uiiuibter of state, concerning your representations upon the subject of Mexiesa 
affiurs. You will pardon the delay which lias oecnired in making this acknowl- 
edgmentt and which has been unavoidable. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAilD. 

JUU.\ BlUELOVV, Esq., 4^.. 4^., SfC, 



Mr, Bigelow to Mr. Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No. 180.] . Lbuation of tub Umteo Statks, 

Paris, October G, 1865. 

Sir : I had the honor yesterdaj to submit to the miuister of foreign afi'aira 
your dci^patch of the $th of September, deiiniug the President's policy in refece&oe 
to France as affected by her intervention in Mexico. 

I am, sir, with great respect, yoor obedient serrant» 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. WiLLlAAi H. Sbward, Secretary of State. 



Rtr, Bigelow io Mr, Seward, 
No. 181.] Legation of thb T^xfTPn States. 

Paris, October 0, 1865. 

Sir: Nothing has come from the other eide of the Atlantic eince my resi- 
dence iu France which has given more general Batisfaction than the lr're:5ideat'a 
recent address to the delegates from the southern States. The Moniteur pub- 
lished it at length. The Oonstitutionnel of the 30th September devotes an arti- 
cle to the addrcs-*, which cnrnmciictis as follows: 

••Prceident .Johnson has Bi t out boldly in a path whither the sympathetic 
encouragtmeuts of every sincere and euligbtened friend of the United States 
■cannot fail to follow him." 

In the concluding paragraph the writer says, that ** after the temble trials 
which the United States have experienced, and which it was impossible for a 
.nation always friendly aa France has been not to fed, it is a special good for- 
tune lor the American?, we might almost say providential, lo he ruled by a man 
who has known how to withdraw himself so promptly from j[>ernicious iudueuces 
•and to rise to the height of one of the greatest situations that can be imagined." 

La'Flrauce puhli.-ihc^ the speech, and characterises it as a very remarkable 
speech. I send hy ihi.-* mail a copy of The Frniicc of the 22d September, in 
which will be foimd an article devoted to our IVcnident, in which the writer 
says apropos of the President's speech, published in its columns the day pro- 
Tious, *' It is a model of benevolence, uprightness, and good sense.*' 

I also send a copy of the Avenir Nationale of the & October, which appro* 
•dates the speech in a like friendly spirit. * 
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The Moniteor of the SOfih says : ** A Viflniia eoReepondent aoBoiiiieeB that 

enrolments for Mexico would be resumed Boon in Austria, but these enrolments 
would be made for the national (Mexican) army, and not for the foreign legion. 

A number of officers have already inecribed ihcraBelvea. A knowledge of the 
Spauidh language is rei^uired for admission. The troops will meet at Layback." 

I yesterday met the Austrian charg6 d'affiures at the n^nistiy <^ fbrdgn 
affairfl, who told me that the eoldiers who enlisted were expected to.bojpome 
Mexicans, but that the officers would not cease to be Aut^trians. He promised 
to [procure for me copies of the articles which they respectively were to sign, if 
he could. 

Your letter to Mr. AdamB in reference to the deht of the Confederate Stateo 
10 also the subject of general discuHsion. In addition to what will be foimd in 
papers taken by tlie Department of State, I pond you a cojty of La France of 
the first instant, iu wliich it is said that " the federal government in refusing to 
recognize this loan was iuconteptably iu the right." 

The Debate of the let instaut, aud in subsequent numbers, yindieates your 
eoune without reserve. 

In the Bamo Hpirit is an article in the Avenir National^ which I forward tp* 
day, of the date of October 4. 

I send theeo notes merely to aid you a little in gleaning such French news- 
paper impreeslona of our a£nin as may interest yoo. 

I have only to add that Fteeident Johnson's praises are now in eveiy one's 
month here. 

I am, air, with great respeet, your vexy obedient servant, 

JOHN BiGELOW. 

Hon. William 11. Seward, 

Seertiary of iState, 



Mr. Hunter to Mr. Bigelow, 

No. 883.] Dbpartmbnt of State, 

Wa^hmgtaih October 9, 1865. 

Sir: Tour despatch of the SIt't ultimo, No. 177, contdning an account of 
your conversation with Mr. Drouyu de Lhuys In regard to the reduction of the 
French forces iu Mexico, has been received, and will be taken into considera- 
tion. An inetraction of Uie 20th ultimo* No. 864* will have placed you in poe- 
session of the views of this.government in regard to the oompolsoiy tranaportaf- 
tion of Egyptian negro troops by France tO.Mo^W. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

W. HUNTEIt, Acting Secretary. 

John Biorlow, Es^,, ige., tfc., ifc. 



Mr. Hunter to Mr. Bigelow. 

llo. 285.] Department of State, 

Washington, October 13, 1865. 

Sir; Referring to yonr despatch of the 11th of July, No. 140, and to my 
reply of the 28th of that month, upon the subject of the alleged purchase by 
Genera] Hejia of guns and ammunition from the insurgents in Texas, I have to 
stato for your inlbrmation, that in a letter of the 9th instant, from the Seeretaiy 
of War, tliis department is informed that Major General Sheridan reports, un- 
«der date of Auga»t 6, that the artilleiy in question was turned over to Brigadier 
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General Bn>wD» United States volanteen, on the 8th of July, 1865, at Browns. 

ville, Texas, by Sfajor General Mejia. 

You will avail yourself of a convenient opportniiity to express to 'Mr. Drouvn 
de Lhuy» the President's satisfaction at ilic liouoiable aud friendly course of 
the French authorities in relation to this matter. . 

I am, eir, your obedient servant, . • 

W. HUNTEB^ Jjotitig Secretary. 

John Biqblow, Esq., , ifc^ ijfc. 



Mr, Bigdow to Mr, Seward, 

No. 186.] • Legation of the Umted States, 

* Parit, October 18. 

8iB : I waited upon his excellency M. Dronyn de Lhuys oa Tuesday* the 
17th instant, at his reqnet't.'^and among the matters brought nnder discussion 

was your dos^tafch No. 264, of the 20th I^eptembcr. in reference to recruiting in 
Kgypt for Mexico, which I read to hiin on 'IMinrriday last. Ills* excellency said 
that the Emperor entertained no doubt of his perfect right to avail himself of 
the conrtesy of an ally to strent^then hie amy, whenever and wherever he had 
occasion to do so; that the Pacha had placed at hid disposition already some of 
his f^oldicrs, who stood the climate of parts of Mexico bt tter than Europeans, 
and liad {)ronu".-<ed him more. There was no treaty nor written en^rajrcmcnt be- 
tween them on the subject — simply a verbal understanding. It so happened, 
however, that in eonsequenee of an insoireetion whieh luts hroken out in the 
Soudan, the Pneb.i has need of all his troops, and therefore the project of re- 
cruiting in his dominions is for the prei^rnt arretted. His excellency repeated 
his previon.-^ statement that the Emperor did not nienn by this explanation to 
couriteuancc any doubt of his right to enter into any arrangements with any 
fbreign power for military aid when he had need of it. * 

I then asked if the purpose of taking troops from Egypt was finally and 
definitively abandoned. He said no, he could not say it was definitively aban- 
doned, though the government had no detinite intention of renewing it. It was 
one of those prerogatives which, whilu they claimed the right, they had no 
present intention to exercise. 

I then observed that the question raised by my government in your despatch 
was not the Emperor's abstract right to recruit his army from among the subjects 
of his allies, if they invited him to do so, Hut whether he would practically in- 
sist upon taking Egyptian slaves, in the uniform of soldiers, to do military or 
other service in Mexico. I remarked that it was represented to our government 
that the troops in question were not levied upon any equiuible system of enrol- 
ment, hut were seized by soldiers of the Pacha, dragged away so fiur fitom their 
homes as to be unable to find tlx ir way back, pressed into the army where thc^ 
had no civil or political guarantees whatsoever, and, in point of fact, were taken 
for the Pacha's army iu the same way, and by the same means, that the King 
of Dahomey uses to stock his slave market Sneh, said I, is the popular im* 
pression, and such seems to be the impression left upon the mind of the Presi- 
Gcnt, as it certainly wnn on mine, by the communicati'm received from onr con^ 
Bul general at Alexandria. His excellency j^aid that he did not know how the 
soldiers were levied by the Pacha, but should inquire about it ; that his army 
waa composed of men of different colors and nationalities; that all govern* 
ments required more or less of involuntary military service in time of war, and 
tlmt men thus impressed hardly deserved to be called slaves. I said that was a 
question of fact; that you did not nay absolutely that the service of the Pacha's 
troops levied for Mexico was servile, but that such was reported to you to be the. 
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fact ; and such, I added, was the prcftnmption ; that wc, as a nation, had suffered 
bitterly from tbe institatioii of Blayerr, and that we natnmllj could not eontom- 
plate with composure tLe poflsibility of its being planted in a neighboring eolintiyt 
under any disguise whatever. TVaivinfTt tliorefore, the abstract rijirlit asserted by 
the Emperor, which 1 had no occasion to discu,>*s, vvvn if I found myself unable 
to aeree with his Majesty, I begged bis excellency to inform me, in case it 
shonid appear that the troops levied hy. the Fiieha ibr the Emperor were seized 
without any enrolment and without any recognition of tiieir eml state and rights 
as citizens, Vhether France, the first to set the example to the world of eman- 
cipatinf^ hor f»laves, would accept them ? He replied promptly, By no means. 
The govcnmient of the Emperor will have nothing to do with the propagation 
or encouragement of slayery." He added that he should for his own iuforma- 
tioih--the practical question yoo bad presented to him having been disposed of 
hy events, and therefore not requiring him to inquire officially-^ake steps to 
ascertain how the troops of the Pacha were levied for Mexico. 

I said I would thank him to do so, and that I should also endeavor myself 
to obtain more precise information upon tlie subject. I concluded by saying 
that I should have pleasure in informing you— 

First, that the levy of Egyptian troops referred to in your letter was not to 
be used in the re-enforcement of thf Frcncli anny in Mexico, 

Second, that the Emperor at no lime contemplated the enrolment of slaves 
into .bis army in Mexico, or elsewhere. 

ThiB eommunication will be submitted to Hr. Drouyn de Lhuys before it is 
potted. ' 

I am, sir, with great respect* your obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William n. Sbward, 

Seeretary of State. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Bigefouh 

No. 1^3.] Dbpartmsnt op Statb, 

' WatkmgtoM, October 30, 1865. 

BiR : T have your despatch of October 6, No. ISO. While you have very 
properly j;ivon us the inferences which you drew from the conven^arion of ^Ir. 
Drouyn 'Ic IJiuys, which was elicited by the readinj^ of my despatcli of Sep- 
tember G, you have, at the same time, implied that ho would probably return to 
the subject at a later day. The President waits with very considerable inter- 
est for the views of the French govemment. Whatever has occurred in con- 
nexion with the Bul^ect since my despatch was written has tended to 
that interest. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant» 

WILLIAM H. SEWASD. 

John Bigblow, Esq^ ^^ tfc 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Bigdow, 
CExtract.] 

No 300.] Dbpartmrnt op Statr, 

Washingtant November 6, 1865. 
Mv Dear Sir: • . * * • * • 

I will proceed to discuss the subject, and leave you to present the opinions of 
^the President to such extent and in such manner as your own views of propriety 
*shan suggest. The President feels himself bound to adhere to tlie opinion set 
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fertb \n mj deepAtch No. 259, which has, as we iwdentaiid, been alieadj lead 
to Mr. Dronyii de Lliuys. Tlie presence and operations of a French krmy in 

Mexico, and niainttiu.mce of nn antlinrity there, repting upon force and not 
the free will of the people of Mexico, is a canse of serious concern to the United 
iStatea. Nevertheleds, the objection of the United States in still broader, and 
inclades the antboritj itself which the French army is thus nuuntainuig. That 
anthoritj is in direct antagonism to the poli^^ of this goremment and the prin- 
ciple upon which it is founded. 

Every dny'f pxpenence of its operations only adds some new coilfirmation of 
the justice ol the vicw^ which thia government expressed at the time the atitinpt 
to institute that authority first became kuown. The United Stated have hitherto 
practiced the ntmost frankness on thai snhject. 

They stiU regard the effiort to ef^tablish permanently a foreign and impefial 
government in Xfexico aa disallowable and impracticable. For the?p reasons 
they could not now agree to compromise the position they Imvf iu ri loiure ad- 
Bumeii. They are not prepared to recognize, or to pledge themsclvcd hereafter 
to recognise* nny political institntions in Mexico which are in opposition to the 
republican government with which we have BO long and so constantly main- 
taiucd relations of amity and friendship. T need hardly repeat my past appu- 
rances of our s«incere desire to pn-servt' oiu- inherited relations of fri< ud^ibip wi'li 
France. This desire greatly increases our regret that no communicatiout>, for- 
mal or informa], which have been reoeiyed from the govemment of that eoontry 
seem to jastify us in expecting that France is likely soon to he ready to remove, 
as far as may depend upon her, the cftnse of onr deep concern for Uie harmony 
of the two nations. 

The suggestion which you make of a willingness on the part of France to 
propose a revision of the eommercial relations between the two oonntries Is not 

regarded as having emanated from the government of the empire. Howevw that 
may be, it is hardly necessary to pay that we should not be dwelling so earn- 
estly upon tho branch of political relations if it had not been our conviction that 
those relations at the present moment supersede those of commerce in the con- 
sideration of the American people. 

Believe nfe to be always fiuthfully yonrs, 

WHiLIAM H. SEWABD. 

John Biublow, Esq., 



Mr. Seward to Mr. BigeJow. 

No, 30d.] Departmk.nt of Statk, 

}>Va»hington, Nonmbir 6, ISGo. 

Dear Sir : 1 iiave just received your note of the 19th of October. I assame 
that your information in regard to the discontinuance of the project Ibr Egyptian 
levies in i^Iexico is correct ; it remains, therefore* fbr me to express the satis- 
£lCtion of this government at tliat repult. 
I rem^u, dear sir, yours sincerely, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

John Bioblow, Esq., i^., ^. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, BtgeUw* 

No. 309.] Dbpahtmbnt or Statb, 

W«M$tgimh Novtmker 14, 1865. 

Sir : I have received your despatch of the 18th of October, No. 186, in 
which you give me the substance of a convenMition held between yourself and 
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JSx, DronTn do Lhnjs on the 17th ultimo, tipon die enbject of the ra*aiforoe- 
Saent of the French army in Mexico by recruiting troops in Egypt. 

You arc instructed to say to Mr. Drouyu de Lhuys that the disposition of 
tlna matter by the Emperor's government is received with sincere satiiifaction 
by ihc goyeniment of the United StatcSi. 
I am, air, yonr obedient eemut, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

JOH^iI BlGBLOW, Esq., tfC^ SfC„ (jfC, 



Mr. Montagnie to Mr. Seward. 

No. 114.J United States Consulate, 

Nantes, November IG, 1865. 

Sir : I have tlie honor to report that the fliij) which Bailed yesterday from 
St. Nazxure to Vera Cruz carried four hundred soldiers for the so-called empe- 
ror of Mexico. One hundred and fifty were Freneh ; the rest belonged to the 
eo-called "foreign legion." 

I liave the honor* sir, to remain, reiT respectfully, your obedient Borvant, 

JOHN DE LA MONTAGNl£. Onutd. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, 

Secretary of SUUe, 



a 

H^. Bigehw to Mr. Seward. 

No. 199.j Lboation of the United Statks, 

Paris, November 21, 1 863. 

Sir : I shall send you by this post a copy of La France of the 19th instant, 
containing an extraordinary article in defence of the Freneh ocenpation ^f Mex- 
ico, from the pen of Lamartine. I should not tn)ii])le yon to reaid this or any- 
thing else that Lamartine has written about the United States since hi:? unpuc- 
ceseful appeal to American charity some ten years since, but for its appearance 
in the columns of a ^uasi official journal, and for the comments which introduced 
it to the pnblie. La France is edited by M. de la Goemmidret a senator, who is 
supposed to enjoy in a special degree the confidence of his sovereign, and to he 
a perfectly legitimate aspirant to the portfolio of foreign affairs whcncvr r it be- 
comes vacant. The language of commendation, therefore, bestowed by La 
France upon "the ma.sterly style," "lofty inspiration," and "strong thoughts " 
of Mr. Lamartiue's rhodomontade gives it a certain importance which the effu- 
sfons of his brain alone have long ceased to possess. The thesis which Mr. 
Lamartine attempts to elaborate, and which Senator La Guerroniere deems 
worthy of a conspicuous place in the columns of La Fr.aiice, \^ the following: 

"The Globe is the property of man. The uew coutiueut, America, is the 
property of Europe." 

In elaborating this doctrine in justification of **the generous and eminently 
civilizing purpose which has directed the imperial policy" of his SOVerdgU m 
xi(f>, INfr. Lamartine finds orrasinn to vnid all his ignorance and venom — and 
it is ilnikiilt to say in this case which most abounds — upon the people and gov- 
ernment of ihc United States. Hero is a specimen of both : 

"We can easily understand that this people possess as yet hardly any ele- 
ments of an American literature. The Mexicans before the conquest, the to- 
called .'.i\'ag('8 of Montezuma, tli»> TN ruvians with tbeir quippos, (pceiti^.) were 
in tbi;* res^pect greatly in advance of them. The gigantic monuments left by 
the Aztecs give evidenced of intellect and power far superior to those evinced 
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iu tlio purely utilitarian structures of tbe Americans of the north. Pinneors do 
not build for posterity ; woodmen only know how to cut down those grand aris- 
tocratic trees of tbo forest to couvert them into lumber, taking pleatfun; in fall- 
iD^ them, «b envy does in OTercoming natural saperiority. ^eir eloquence ex* 
tends no fttitfaer than tlie debates of their public meetings, where they bring 
the violence of tln ir mdt- mannerp.aud where hrutJil peiftures aud clenched fista 
take the place; of that moral f^uabion which the frrcat orator;* of ancient or mod- 
ern JBurouu exert by means of argument and logic over distinguished men as- 
sembled for the purpose of seeking toget her for tmth and right in all things. 

** Their joornus. innnmerabh; because cheap, are bnt eollections of the adver- 
tisements of quacks recommended by the liarnums of the press, compilations 
of elanders and itiveetives daily thrown to the ditTm iit jKuti' f* to furni-li tli^m 
with odious names or trivial accusations wheri:with to discredit each oilier and 
gain subscribers. Their drawing-rooms are held at hotels ; their gatherings of 
men, nnsoftened by kindly feelings ar f^nnale politeness, are but dubs in wludi 
eager traders avail thomselTes even of th^ time of rest to increase their Hmrtmie 
at tin- (dnsc of the day, proud of knowing nothing except that whioli pays, and 
conversing only on real or imaginary f jteculations in which to incn a--' their 
capital a hundred-fold. Their liberty, which is entirely personal, hat* always 
in it something hostile to some one else. The absence of aiudly feelings gives 
them in general the tone and attitude of a person afraid of insult or seelLing to 
prevent int^ult by dint of an over))earirig attitude. They are themselves award ' 

of the habitual disagreeableness of their manners. 

** One of the few politicsil orators they poBi^ess, the most eloquent and the most 
honest, whom national jealousy has alway .s prevented, ^n account of his superior- 
ity, from rising to the presidency, said to me one day: *Our liberty cou.^i^t.-* in 
doins: rrerything Unit can hv most disagrecahlc to our ttc/sj^/zlur.'' The art of 
being di!*agreeable is their Hecomi nature. To pleni^e it* a symptom of loving. 
They love no one; uo one loves them. It is the expiation of seltishuess. His- 
tory furnishes no type of a nation like unto thi.s people. Pride, coldness, correcl- 
ness of features, stitfuess of gcstnres, chewing of tobacco in the month, a spit* 
toon at their feet, the leg.s strcched on the mantel-piece or croBsed, without re- 
gard for the decorum which man ought to observe towards man, a short, nionoto- 
noos, imperious tone, a disdainful personality stamped upon every feature — such 
are these autocrats of gold. 

''With a few shining exceptions, who suflfer everywhere from the general 
prcBfiure in an inferior atmosphere— -exceptions which are all the more honorable 
as they are the more numerous individually, such is the American f>r tie- north, 
such is the air of his country, the pride of what he lacks. Such is this people to 
whom Mr. Mouroe, one of its flatterers, said, in order to gain its applause: 'The 
time has come when you must not permit Europe to interfere in the afiairs of . 
America, but when you must henceforth assert yonr preponderance in the aflBiirB 
•of Europe.'" 

While, as 1 have already iutiuiatcd, the fe. bleness of "Mr. Lamartiue's char- 
acter has long since made his talents as a writer a calamity to himself, aud a 
source of mortification to his friends, it may be profitable fur Uiose who direct the 
government of the United States to know what sort of opinions about us aro 
Ktill ntost cheerfully propagated byjournaU deriving their inspiration fromo^ 
ficial sources. 

In connexion with Mr. Lamartiue'» view of the Mexican expedition so cordially 
approved by Senator La Guerronidre, I invite your attention to an extract from 
an article which appeared in the same journal only the day previous, the 1 8th 

instant, entitled " Les remaniements territoriaux," Its purpose was to show that 
if I'russia should persist in her design of annexing the auchies, France roust 
look to her owu salcty, and seek a compeasatiou by uxtcuding her froutier, it 
is to be presumed, on the Rhine : 
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" The Emperor's governraent» fiuUifbrto Uiat Bpirit of moderatioii ▼hieh Franee 

has Bhofm, has no conflict to engage m* pieteDBions to support* or eompronuBing 
questions to raise. But, if otlior firoat powers thought fit to pvo itay to the 
impulses of an amhitious and turbulout policy, to rush into ndvcntnic^, and to 
overthrow for their owq profit the couditiuus of European order and C(|uilibrium, 
Fiance could not lemaln Inert in the mi^Bt of that agitation more or less 
diieeted against her; she could not see aggressive forces increaeiog around her 
without tliiiiking of fortifying' lu r (It fl-nsive positions ; she would not fed bound 
to remain platonically quiet within her frontiers while other states had over- 
leaped the boujida fixed by treaties ; she would regulate her conduct by the 
necessities of a sitnatbn wnieh she has neither des&ed nor sought, but wliieh 
had been created without her. In spite of her, and against her. She would do 
what tlie most simple common sense commands in such a case ; she would in 
her turn take her |irec,nitii>n8, and would think of her own safety by re-estab- 
lishing an ec^uilibrium which would restore to her the guarantees destroyed by 
the changes effected." 

Shonld the time ever come when we need the connsel of older states to gmde 
us in detcrminiug how to indemnify onrsclvcs against the encroachments of 
European powers upon the territoiy of our neighbors, this paragraph may have 
a certain value. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 

JOHN BIQELOW. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of8uUe, tje^ ifCn ige. 



Mr, Seward to Mr» Bigehw. 

No. 31C.] Dbpartmknt op State, 

Watkuigton, November S3, 1865. 

StB : The Secretary of War Testerday informed me that he had jnst leceiTe^ 
intelligence from Major General Sheridan to the efifect that, on ^e 7th instant, 

t)ie republican forces in Mexico wlio were besieging Matamoras withdrew about 
six miles, but that they had again subsequently attacked the place ; that our 
military otiicera in that vicinity have been subjected to most violent abuse by 
the newspaper which espouses the monarchical cause at Matamoras ; that it con- 
stantly terms the President of Uie United States the murderer of Mrs. Surratt; 
that some of our soldiers who were visiting Matamoras were arrested and put to 
' work upon their fortifications, and our officers nnd men fired upon by their gun- 
boats ; that the most insulting letters from French oliicials have been addressed 
to General Weitzel aad other officers ; and that the consequence is much excite- 
ment on the part of our soldiers. 

Ton are at liber^ to make such use of that information as yon may think 
proper, to show Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys the condition of irritability existing on 
thaX remote frontier. 

1 am sir, your very obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H: SEWARD. 

John BiGBLow, Esc^., Jte^ 4^ 



Mr, Bigelow to Mr. Seward. 

fio. 20L\ ' Lboation op the United St atks, . 

Paris, November 21, 1^G5. 

Sir : I received the following telegram yesterday from our consul general at 
Alexandria : " Le gouvemement dit insurrection supprim^ expedition poorra se 
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falre.** I interprctod it to moan tLat tbe rebeQion in the Son>^an, referred to by 
hh excellency Mr. Dinuyn de Lhuys in our conversation referre l t in ray de- 
spatch N# 186, had bi-fn Bupprepsed, and that the project of sending Egyptian 
troops to Mexico, suspended by the insurrection, was liable to be resumed. 

In tbe course ef m intenrieir witb Mr. Drouyn de Lbnya in tbe aftemiHMi I 
ebowed him the tel^ram, and gave him my intei pretation of it Wa exoeHenej 
promptly said that no change in the attitude of the imperial government on that 
pubject had occurred since ourconvcrnation, nor was likely to; that it had signified 
no desire to have the troops, nor did he think it was longer in the contemplation 
of the Emperor to avail himself of aid from that quarter; and that, of eome, 
the Pteba woold not send troops without a new application. He closed by tbe 
mote positive fom of expreseion, tliat be knew the Emperor liad no intention 
of renewing his application. I expressed my giatifieation at xeoetving firom bim 
each a satisfactory assurance. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedieut servant, 

JOHNBIOELOW. 

Hon WiLUAM H. Sbwakd, SeereUay of State, 



Mr. Bigeloic to Mr, Seward, 
No. 202.] Lboation of the United Statbs, 

Paris, Koremher 21. 1865. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your instruction No. 
296, covering the opinion of Mr. Attorney General ijpeed, iu reference to certain 
decrees relating to emigration wbicb bave recently been promulgated from tbe 
ci^ of Mexico, and to enclose a copy of a communication addressed by mo, in 
compliance tberewitb» to bis exoellency tiie minister of foreign affairs^ on tbe 
22d instant. 

X am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, Seeretarjf of State, 



[Endoton to despatch 

Lboatioii of the XTinTBD St \tp.h, 

Paris, Xorcmber 22, 1865- 

Sia : BecalUoff the coaversatioQ wbich I had the honor to hold with your excellency on 
tbe 17th ultimo. In relation to the alleged levy of E^vptian troops for involuntary serviee in 

Mexico and the roprfRcntati. ns I then inado in rcpurd lo the natural unwillinjjnessof mj gov- 
ernment and country pcoplu tu hvo slavery iu any form replanted either withiu our terruoiy 
or on onr borcbra, I bW to invite jronr exeeilency's attennon to certain recent decrees iiea^ 

inpr upon the stibject of emigration to Mexico, j)urportinfr to pninriate from ntithoriticH acting 
iu upjiwsitiou to that ri itublic.' In the upiniuu of the luw dflioi r of mygovemmeut, these Uo- 
crees, if enforced, woufil inevitably reduce to the conditi .n ,,i peon slavery workingmen of 
the African rnoe, mil of course (*uch of tlie freflmrn (f riii« riiitcil States aa may havf Hlrt-ndy 
been or h(!rtaiter may be seduced to fjo there withuut a luil and intelligent couipieln Uiiiuu of 
their liabilities. That your excolletic v may miderstand the pounds for this conclusion, I am 
instructed to traasmit to your exceUency a copy of the Attorney General's opinion, which 
will be found enclosed, and to invite the attention of the imperial government to the (jiicstious 
there discussed. 

Iu complying with those instruction.^ of my government, I avul myself of the language of 
Che despatcR containing them to say that, *^If European opinion can be reirarded as estab> 

lishr l in ri fi r.'iKc to any one political (lUcHtion, it is settled that Africau slavery in any form 
ought houc£torth to cease throughout tue world. We do not doubt that the Emperor of 
FniooB oordiaUy and fully conctm, as we do, in this humane seotiment.** 

T pray your excellency to accept assnrancos of the distiugnished consideration witb wUA 
I liavo the honor to be yoiur excellency's very obedient and very humble servant. . 

JOHN BIGlXOW. 

His EzoeUency Monsieur DRn\-T^v nn Liirrs, 

M muter qf Foreign ^J'air$. 
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Mr. Bigelow to Mr, Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No. 203.j .Lbgation of thb United States, 

Pom, November 2i, 1865. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the leeeipt of your despatch No. 300, 
in vqdy to my note of the 19th of October laet, relating to Mexican affairs, and 

have pfiven it very careful consideration. Testorday I waited upon tlieminiBt^r 
of foreign aflairs, and after difpoaing of gome otber matters, eaid to bim that I 
had received no encouragement to continue tbe conversation which had occupied 
flo large a portion of onr interview on the 17Ui nltimo. I then added that I did 

not know that I had ooeasion to aay anytbin*^ more. His excellency asked if 

I bad received nny comnmiiication upon tlie pubject. I said I bad, and that 

tlio President did tint at {)ri'?eiit t^ic any proppect of the two governments br-in^ 

able to come to an uudertitandiug upon tbe haalA di^jcu^bed in our convertiatiuu. 
• • • • • • • 

I ain» sir, toot obedient Berront, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. WixxiAM IL Sbwabd, ^c. 



• JIfr. Bigelow to Mr, Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No, 209.J Legation of the United States, 

Paris, November 30, 1865. 

Sir : Upon reflection I concluded that I should be likely to leave more cor- 
net impreeaione, and perhaps ezdnde some erroneons ones from the mind of 

Monsieur Drouyn do Lbuya, by reading your despjitcb No. 300 to him, than 
by li avin^:: him, after our interview on Thursday week, to imagino its contents, 
1 accordingly called upon bis excellency on Tuesday laft, and after disposing 
of some other matters of less importance, told bim frankly that I wished to read 
to him the despatch, to the contents of which I had referred at onr last hiter- 
▼iew, to prevent his supposing it contained anything which I had thought 

proper or had been instmctcd to conceal from him. 

• • • • • • • 

When I bad finished he thanked me for reading the dea|>atcb, though he felt 

obliged to say that hn derived neither pleasnxe nor satis&etiou from its contents. 

• •••••• 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sewaro, Sfc., ipc., Spc, 



Mr^ Mutor to Mr, Seward, 

No. 153.] Unitbd States Cons vl atb* General, 

Harana, December 9, 1 SG5. 

Sir : The Froncb packet Bteamer Nouveau Monde, from St. Nazairo to 
Vera Cruz, stopping at Havana, arrived here on tbe Gtb instant, and left for 
Vera Cruz on the 7th instant, havmg on board nine hundred soldiers, re-euforce< 
ments for the French army in Mexico. 

I have the honor to be /onr most obedient servant, 

WILLIAM T. MINOR, 
United &taUt Contul General, 

Hon. William H. Skward, . 

Secretary of Staie, WoihmgUmf D, C, 
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Mr. Seward to Mr. 'Bigdau,. 

No. 327.] DErAUTMENT OF State, 

Wathington, December 12, 1865. 

Sib : I enclose for yonr infermalaon ft tnoielatioii of ft eommnnicfttion of tbei 
29th ultimo* from the Marquis de Montholon, propofling, unou conditioti?, to 
' withdraw from Mexico the French troops. A copy of my reply is aleo encloaed. 
I am, Bir» your obedient senrant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

John Bigelow, Esq., ^v., S^c., i(c. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, BigtJow. 

No. 328.] Department op State, 

Washingtoih December 14» X865. 

Sir: I faft^e to aekoowledge the receipt of your deepateh of NoTember 24, 

No. 20.?. 

While it 18 very intoresting, it Beoms to discourage an expectation on our 
part, of tlio early witlulrawal of the Frcuth force from Mexico. It is to be re- 
marked, however, that tiie opiuioiis upon that subject which you have received 
from Hr. Dronyn de Lhays were ezpreseed by him, not only without the p08»> 
tive sanction of the JBmperor, but also in the absence of knowledge on the part 
of the Fr( nch government of the definitive oondnaion of the President on the 
Bubjeet <]isenpf!( d. 

It is dciriirable to leave DO part of those conclusions open to misapprehension. 
And it is e(]ualiy desirable, tnat we shall be anthoiized to infer that sneh expo 
sitions of tlx imperial views as are given us in the name of the French govcrcH 
ment arc made with the Emperor's approval. I trust that both the.^e ends will 
have been accomplislicd before yon rcct-ive this despatch. Your coinmnnication 
authorizes this expectation, l or the prcc^ent, therefore, 1 mui*t be content with 
approving the tone, spirit, and substance of your explanations to Mr. Dronyn 
de Lhnys. 

I have the honor to boi but, your obedient servant, 

WILLLAM H. SEWAHD. 

John Biublow, Ee^j., ^v., ^t^ 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Bigdow* 

No. 329.] Department op 8tatb» 

Wathington, December 14> 1865. 

Sib : Yoor despatdi of the 24th of November, No. 202, with its accompani- 
ment, has been received. 
The note yon addressed to Mr. Dzouyn de Lhnya on the subject of peon 

slavery in ]Mexico is approved. 

I am, sir, your obedipat servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

John Bioblow, Esq., ffCn t/c, ijpe. 

* See letter of 29th Norember, its eadosore, and reply of Seoetoiy Seward, Deosmbflv 
0, 186& 

* 
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Mr, Seward to Mr. Bigehw, 

No. 330.] Dbpart.mbnt op Statb, 

WashingUm, December 14, 1865. 
Sir: Tour ileppatcli of X(>vom^>or 24, No. 201, concr-rnin^^ the apprehended 
expedition of Xubian iiegroos aj^/iinst Mexico, has hci n n ceived. 

Instructions upon that aubject will be given to you in another despatch. 
I am, Bir, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

John Bioblow, Esq., Sfc, 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Bigelow. 

No. J32.j \ DEFART.AIli.NT OF StATB, 

Woihington, December 16, 1865. 
Sib : Your despatch of Norember 30» No. 209, was duly received, and it iDu 
been anbmitted to the President. 

Your proceeding in reiulitij: my despatch, No. 300, to Mr. Dronyn de Lhuys 
is apj)roved. The <rt'ncT;il leiior of the remarks made by you to the minister 
of foreign affairs on that occasion is likewise approred. It is not the execu- 
tive department of tbis ^vemment alone, wbieb is interested and concerned in 
the question whether the present condition of things shall be continued in 
Mexico. The interest is a national one, and in every event Congre.s.-', which is 
now in .session, i^* authorized by the Con.aititution and is entitled to direct bjr 
law the action of the United States in regard to that important subject. 

It has been the F^ident's purpoae that France shoold be respectfullj in- 
formed npon two points, namely : 

First. That the United States earflestl7 desire to continue and to cultivate 
sincen- friendf*hip with France. 

Second. That this policy would bo brought into imminent jeopardy, unless 
France could deem it consistent with her interest fmd honor to desist from tho 
prosecution of armed intervention in Mexico, to overtluroir the domestic repub- 
£ean goTermnent existing there, and to establish upon its ruins the foreign 
monarchy which has been attempted to be inaugurated In the capital of that 
country. 

In answer to an exposition of our views which was thus made, the suirges- 
tion was offered to you hy Mr. Droujn de Lhuys tliat the government of the 
United States might favor the express desire of the Emperor to withdraw from 
Mexico, by giving to him some formal assurance that, in the event of his with- 
drawal, this jLcovernment would recognize the inBtitution of Max i miLiaQ iuMexico 
as dc Jacto a political power. 

It was my desire, in framing the despatch No. 300, to express In behalf of 
the United States a decision tnat the recognition which the Emperor had thus 
suggested cannot be made, and to assign, by way of explanation, the grounds 
npon which that decision was based. I have carefully considered the arguments 
against that decision which were presented to you by Mr. Drou^u de Lhuys in 
the Interview referred to, and I do not find In them any suffietent reasons for 
modifying tibe views which the United States have expressed. 

It remains now only to make known to Mr. Dronyn de Lhuys my profound 
regrrt that he has thought it his duty to loave t)ie pnhject, in his conversation 
with you, in a condition that does not authorize an expectation on our part that 
a satisfactory adjustment of the case can be effected on any basia that nas thus 
fiv been discussed. 

I «m, sir, vour obedien* servantf 

WXLLLIM H. SEWABD. 

John Biqblow, £s^., 4^., ^^v., igc. 
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Mr, Seward to Mr. Bigelow. 

No. 333.] DErARTMKXT ov State, 

W^'isltuigtant December 16, 1865. 

SfR : ,Your despatch of November 21, No. 199, ban been received. You have 
called my attention therein to a recent publication of Mr. Lamartine. The text 
of the publication is that America ib the property of Europe. The pnUication 
has already attracted the attention of the American piees. I think lean safielj 

leave the debate whf^re it b;ijj thu^^ be( n taken np. 

You direct my attcnlioii ;ll^^o tn exj»ret^»iuns made by tbe French preng con- 
cerning apprehended coniiicL in tlic valley of the llhiuc. It doefl not fceem to 
me likely that France will, ^t one and the same time* occupy Matamotaa and 
extend her away into Germany. Political writers are not hindered by the ma* 
terial ob^itaclrs "which military powers unavoidably encounter. Nevertlieless, 
notwithBtaudiug this incredulity, I thank yoa for yoor attention ia these 
matters. 

I am, Bir, your obedient aemat* 

WILLIAM H. 8EWABD. 

John Bioblow, Esq.. 4v, ^v.* t/e. 



CORRESPONDENCE WITH FRENCH LEGATION. 

Mexican re/ugee9 tn New York and Washington preparing a ntovemcnt in 

fatf&r of Juarez* 

Mr, de Geufroy to Mr. Seward, 
[TnnalatioD.] 

I^dATION OF FbANGB tO THB UmTBD StATES, 

Washington, January 12, 1865. 

Mr. de Geofroy preaente his compliment? to his exceljency Mr. Seward, and 
has the honor to transmit to him a note coiitainintr pome iiiformatioQ in which 
he requesta he will have the goodnet^s tu bis uiicution. 

[TrufllaUon.] 

It is believed to be hnoun ^-itb certainty thiit tho Jtiaristrefupcog nt New Yorlt and Wash' 
ingtou are pre^arinp; u mcivenibut in favor of the ex-Fresident, aud that they propoto to Bttr 
up troubl(>8 simultiuieousiy at Matiimoraa and in Sooom; that iiieeliD|r8 have been held al 
lawyer Chaincey's, 213 Bronlway. in the jin-M-iico of some nimilHr^ of Cougrer^s. There 
Generals Doblado and lierriuzubalu, lb* intended leaders of the insurrection, inu-st liave stated 
the object, which would be to persuade the federal government that the people of Mexico am 
impatient of the new order of thinfipi; that every tninjr is ready for action. The business 
hoiujcs of Ok, King & Mira, Fausto &, (iorcoiiriii, will take charpe of the voyage for iIm) 
parti.xaus of Juarez on the eve of setting off from New York. Alrcadj- thoM whoee nUMlon 
It ia to rouse Sonoxa, seven in number, most be on their way to Cahfoxnia. 



Mr, Setoard to Mr, de Oe^op, 

Dbpartmiint of State, 

Washington, Janmary 18, 1865. 

Sir : Referriog to provions correppondcncc hetween yonrself and this depart^ 
ment, relative to the construction in the ports of tlie United States of vessels 
destined to eroiae against the commerce of France under letters of marque iMned 
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hj President Juaif z, of Mexico, I have the honor to enclopo for your informa- 
tion a letter of the 3d iastautf with the accompaniments ixom the Attomej 
Grenerars otiice. 

1 4iftve the honor to he» with the highest considenition, sir, yonr most obedient 
lerraat, 

WILLIAM H. S£WABD. 

ilx. It. D£ GbOFKOT« ^ 4^ SfC 



^ Mr, FltamaU to Mr, Seward, 

ATTORnfy Onxr-KAL'^t OrricK, 

it'ashutgluH, January 'i, 18C5. 

Sir: By direction of the Attorney General, I have the honor to trauamit you herewith a 
letter from tin- rnitoJ States marshal for the ofustern distrirt of LouiHiana, Cuthbert Hullitt, 
eaq., in reply to iustructiona addressed to him bv this office, relative to the alleged conatrae* 
tiom ia New Orleans of Tesiiels ** dentined to eniiM agidnsft iVeoeh oomnaree under Irttan of 
marque ■>sur l l>y Mr Jimrt /,, of MfxicD." 

Very respectlullj, juur ob<»dieut servant, « 

M. F. PLEASAIITB, 

AamgCkirfCkrk 

Hon. William H. Seward, Sccretarff of Suue, 



Mr. BttUttt to Mr. Specif. 

Office U. S. Marshal, Eastern District Louisiana, 

New Orltane^ December 23, 1864. 

Srn: I haTB the honor to acknowlcdjre the receipt of your esteemed favor of the lid instant, 
Vrlth a copy of a letter from Mr. L. de Geofroy to the houoruljle Secretary of State, in which 
ho alleges ' ' that there are vessels Inking construcled in this port destined to cruise against 
French commerce under letters of marijuu issued by Mr. Juarez, of Mexico." I have made 
every effort to discover if there is any foandation for this rep^ft, and called on the command- 
ing general as well as the French ooosttl fat ragaid to it. /They agree widi ma that there is 
IMI ground for the complaint. 

With much respect, your obedient sarrant, 

OOTHBERr BULLITT, 

Boo. James Speed, 

Ationmg QmtMA 9f lAs UnM 9ta»a$, WmMi»itnm» 



Mr. Seward to Mr, de Oeofroy. 

Dbpaktmrnt op State, 

WashingtoB, January 21, 1SG5. 

Mr. Seward prcacnts his compliments to Mr. Geofroy, aud has the huuur to 
aeknowledge the reoei^t of his commonication of the ISth instant, relative to the 
supposed movement of Juariat refugees at New York and Waahington. 

In reply, Mr. Seward has the honor to state that the attention of the proper 
antlioritief haa boon callod to the fubject, with a view to the prevention of any 
violation of the neutrality laws of the United States. 



Memorandum from French legation to Department of State* 

[Translation. — Keceived February 4, 1865.] 

MEXICAN OBGANIZAXION IN NEW TORE. 

It seems thnt ficvcral poreons whose names are on the annex herewith aro 
hnsied in New Yorii iu org:anizing an emigration which would be directed towards 
ICexico, with an object hostile to the government of the emperor Itfftximilian. 
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Tbcse individnals peem to be full of confidence in the success? of their projects. 
Thej dispose apparentlj of funds considerable enough, and express tht maclves 
in a manner to allow the belief that the intrigue they arc plottiug in the United 
States has ramifications in M exieo. 

The manner in which they speak of ex-President Juarez would lead to the 
thouglit tliat it is not on him they count, nor in his favor tliat they arc a_ritating. 
Certain indications would lead rather to the supposition that the perrfous in ques- 
tion lend sympathies to General Santa Anna, which the event would develop. ' 
Wliat they say of him would In any case be fit to compromise him, if the indis- 
eretions which escape them were to be taken seriously. 

It is said that Brooklyn, Cincinnati, and HantJi Ft- are the points of render- . 
vons for the emigrants that the favorerf* of the infri;^ue in quei^lion t»('ck to ^^ather 
in view of the disorders they meditate, it appea,rs that a captain iu the American 
army, whose name (Fichte) would indicate a German origin, set off five days 
ago for New Mexico, with the title of colonel and S7,600 in gold, given, it Is 
said, by a New York banker {Berriozabul.) 8anta Fe, whither he goes. Will 
become a sort of recrnitinf:; drpot for operations against Mexico. 

Annex. — Colonel FlortHi, Colonel Bidal y Rivas, General Rivas, Captain 
Pclliteer, jVIar<^uis ' de Sard ; an American oiBcer of German origin, by name 
Fichte. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, de Cteoflroy, 

Department of State, 

WMingtoih Febrmary 7, 1865. 

Sia: Referring to voar commmiication of the ISth ultimo, relative to an 
alleged movement on die part of certain refugees tO aid President Juarez, (a 
translation of which was communicated to the Secretary of the Xavy.) I have 
the honor to state, in reply, that thir' department is informed, by a letter of the 
2d instant from the Navy Department, that Acting Rear- Admiral Pearson has 
been appria^ of the supposed movenMnt, and that he, with those of his command 
in the Pacific squadron, nave been instructed to ose proper vigilance with the 
view of intercepting any expedition that may be fitted out in the United States 
in violation of its laws or international law, and which may embark from San 
Francisco, or other ports in California, to take part in the dilhculties now ex- 
isting in Mexico. 

Accept, snr, the renewed assnraoee of my high consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Mr. L. DE Gbofboy. tfGn 4v. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. de Geofroy. 

Department op State, 

WathmgiaiLt February 11, 1865. 

Sir : Referring to the corroppnndence which has occurred between the French • 
legation and this department relative to the alleged construction, iu the porta of 
the United States, of vessels-of-war intended to cruise against the commerce of 
France under letters of marque issued by President Joarea, I have the bonm to 
endose for year information a copy of a letter of the 7th instant, together with 

its accompainnient, from the War Drpiirtment. 
Accept, sir, the assurances oi' my high consideration. 

WILUAM H. SEWARD. 

Mr. L. DB Gbofboy, Sfc 
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Mr. Dana to Nr. Seward. 

War Department, 
IFSuAtiV<0» CUf^ Mrumrp 7, 1865. 

Sir : Referring to your commnnication of the 2r>th, find fo tlio reply of this depnrtment ot 
tbe 26th of Novemb«r last, relative to the alleged constructiuu in United States ports of ves- 
tels intended to serve «s prfvateeni, under, letters of manjne from President Juarez, of the 
Mexican iT|iublic, I am iiif-ti iu'ted by the Si'cretary of ^^ tir to transmit n copy of a i-omnin- 
nicatiou ou tho subject tVom Major General McDowell, conuuandiDff the departuient of the 
Pacific, to whom a copy of your letter was sent with directions to kAe all neoessar}- precau- 
tions to )>r« vrnt tho arming or fitting of Tetsela Intendad to be naed in depredations on 
I'reuch commerce. 

I hava tba honor to ba. liri jov obedient aerrantt 

C. A. DANA, 
Arsistunt Secraary of tt'ar. 

Hon. W. H. Seward, 

SwrBtofy ^ Stale. 



Oeturtd MeDmeeU to Mr. AaafM. 

H£AD<tUAiiTEKS DEPAUTMLNT OF THE PACIFIC, 

Sow Fraacifca, Jaaacfy 6, 186S. 

Sir : T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communication from tlic State De- 
partment to you, enclosing the translation of a note from the French minister, dated the 12th 
of Kovember, 18434, relatf^ to the allef^ eonstractioQ in TTnlted Stales ports, and especially 
in that of San Francisco, of vt-Msels intended to 8er>'e m privateors unaer letters of marque 
from the President (Juarez) of Mexico; on which letter was indorsed your orders to take all 
neoeasury precantiona toprereot tbe arming or fitting of Tessels-of-war intended to be used 
in d^redationa on French 00mn)crcr>. 

On the receipt of these orders I immediatelv sent for the l^nch consnl, and inanired of 
Um whether he knew, or had any cause to believe or anapect, tiiat any vessel waa being eon- 
atmcted, armed, or fitted out in tnis port for the pnqioHo.s before mantionod. 

He replied that he knew of none, unless it was the Colon. 

The Colon is a steamer, said to have been built by the Pemvian govunOMnl, and whieh I 
have and have had under gnard for aeTwal montha paafc. The aeisiiTe waa reported to yon 

some time since. 

i asked the consul in what way he connected the Colon with anv operationn arrninst the 
IVench. He replied, foikf becanae the captain was a firiend of tbe Mexican General V^a, 
and that ho had every reason to believe that General Vega had in his possession lettera of 
marque to b«? issued to parties in tliis place, but that he had been unable to fit out any vessela. 

I have been and shall continue to bo strict in everything concerning vessels leaving thia 
place, or of l>einp^ built in these waters, which can in any way Im converted into privateen, 
eilbw apalu'it our comiiK rce or that of foreign nations. 

X have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most ol>edient servant, 

IRWIN Mcdowell, 

M^tr Qemrtd, Commaudimg DtfontmiM, 

Hon. E. M. STANTON, 

Soerotarjf of Ifar, IFaaktaftan, D. C. 



It, de Geqfroy to Mr, Hunter, 
[Translation.] 
Legation of Fbancb to thr Umtrd State*:. 

. Sib : It would follow, from reports worthy of credit, that certain pennons pro- 
pose to profit ot tbe diaarmjuneut, and the order which takes ofi the prohibition 
of the exportation of manitionfl of war, by organizing expeditions to Mexico. 

At New York, at Philadelphia, and even at Washinglont they would recrnit 
men, and prepare phipmcntf* of uitos. I shall take care to communicate to you 
Bcparatclj all tbe information I have received and which X shall receive in thia 
respect. 

28 D c 
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I confine myself here to calling the moat serious attention of the gOTornment . 
of the United States to these manoBovres* and to the ooaiplicAtion;^ to which 
they would lead, in consequence of tlie presence of onr troops in Mexico. 

The legislation of the United iStates furniahea to the executive ])o\ver not 
only the means to repreijd, but also to arrest any enterprise of a nature to di&- 
tnrb the good relations between the Union and fi^endly nations. 

I piay you, therefore, sir, to be so good as to bring this condition of things as 
pooii as pn^;^ible to tlic knowledge of nis excellency the Pres'ident of ilip rojmh- 
lic, who will determiue what are the most efficient meaauree tp be taken iu order 
to remedy it. 

I seiM ibis oeeasion to renew to yon, sir, the assnnmoes of my most dislin- 
goished consideration. 

L. D£ GEOF&OY. 

Hon. William Rhhtesl, SfCn 4e. 



JIfr. JffmUer to Mr. de Ge^iroy, 

0 Dei'aktmb.nt of Statk* 

Wtuhingtoih May 6, 186& 
Sir : I baye the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yoor note of the 5th in- 
stant, inviting the serions attention of this government to the reported proposi^ 
tions of certain persons in profit by the dir'armnnient and the order which takes 
off the prohibitions of tlie exportation of the munitions of war, by organizing 
expeditious to Mexico, and to inform yuu that I have traui^mitied copies thereof 
to the Secretary of War and to the iiitomey General, requesting them to give 
the matter thdr attentive consideration. 
Accept, sir, a nmewed assnrance of my high considemtion. 

W. HUMEE, Acting Secretary, 

Mr. L. DE Gbofrov, i(c., Sfc., Sfc. 



Memorandum Jrom French Legation to Depariment of State, 
[TruMlaUon.— Beorived Ifay 6, 1866.] 

A recruiting office^ for Mexico is establii^hed in New York, in Thirty-second 
street, near the Hudson river. There is also designated a honse on the comer 
of Chatham and Pearl streets, as serving as a rendezvous for recruits. It is 

occupied by a person called Francis Laquer. 

Mr. Ortega, lodging at the Barcelona hotel, Great Jones street, directs the 
operations. Mr. Ortega is at this moment in Washington. He would dispose 
or sums in coined silver and in ingots, parts of which & deposited in the safe of 
the 13areelona hotel. 

Ortef;:a, aecoTiipaiiied by the proprietor of the Barcelona hotel, should have 
bou<rlit within a lew days past two thousand (.ai bit)»'s — called Springfield rifles — 
a( an armorer's named tStilwell, where they aic stUI deposited, besides military 
doths, &c 

The house should have sent twelve cases of arms to Phil.uh Iphia, where pre- 
parations for an expedition are also making. A bri<^ would be armed at the 
loot of Congress street, New York, at Atlantic dock, intended to carry men and 
arms to Matamoras ; and two other ships — two steamers — preparing at Atlantic 
dock, would be also destined to make part of Uie expedition. 

Fifty-two men would have been sent from New z ork to Philadelphia. 
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Mr. Hunter to Mr, de Ocofroy, 

Dbpabtmrnt of Statf, 

Wcuhimgton, May 10, 1865. 

Sir: Referring to your note of the 5ih. instant, concerning the alleged em- 
ployment of certain pt;r,--ons in endeuvoring to oi j^anize an expedition to Mexico, 
I have the honor- to iufonn you that it is stated in a letter of the bth instant, 
from tfie War Department, tbat whenever anthenticated fiictB are submitted to 
that department tney will leoeitre due eonsideration. It is pre.>*umed tbat at the 
time this letter \vn-« written the memorandum which you left with nie containinj:^ 
further representation ou the subject had not been received, and it is believed 
that the statement thereia cootaiued will en^^age the attention of the Secretary 
ofWar. 

Aeeep^ air* a renewed asenranee of my high conBideration. 

W. HUNT£B, Acting Seeretary. 

Mr. L. DE Geofroy, 4^.. ifc,, ifc 



Mr. Hunter to Air, dc Gcofroy. 

Dbpartmbnt op State, 

Wa$kingUm, May II. 186& 

Sir : Referring to yonr note of the Sth'instant, relative to the organization 
alleged to be in existence within the United States, having for its object the 
completion of au expedition to Mexico, 1 have the honor to enclose, for your 
information, a copy of a commuuicatiou of the 9th instant from iho Attorney 
GeneraL 

Aocept, sir, a renewed aBsnrance of my high consideration. 

W. HUNT£&, Acting Secretary. 

It. DB GeOFROY, igC., ifC,t tfC, % 



Mr, Spud to Mr. HtuUr, 

Attoshbt General's Ofpice, 

fVashingtnn, May 9, 16G5. 

Sir : 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the GtU and Hth instant, 
respectively, encUtifin); for my information copies of a note and memorRndnm addre«*Red to 
your departmc'Ut bv Mr. L. (k- Gi.'i»froy, n lut:v( lo tli-' allcp tl procfH'cliiijri* of certain jKTstms, 
within the limits ot' (he United States, to tit out expeditious to Mexico trom our ports, and 
who may brin^ themselves within the jtro visions and penalties of the acts of Con gre s s for the 
preserv-atinn ot tin iiputrality <if tlic rnit«!d States. I tlmnk you tor this iiil<)ru)ntlon, and 
will addrciis, imuitdiateJ^, U'tters to the district attorney at Ktu York, Philadelphia, Uulti- 
more, and other places similarly ritnated, instructing them, In peremptory terms, to excrciso 
the utmost viplanri' in tho dr'toctioDaiidproteeatic»of pMSOOs wbo maybegoiltj of ofiencet 
against thv statutes retcnred to. 

I endose a copy of • letter on the snbjeet, addreaied to the district attorney at die dty of 
New York. 

A similar letter wUi be uddre-ssed to each of the law uflicurs of the govemmuut in the other 
important districts. 

I iiave the honor to be, veiy iMpectfoUy, your obedient servant. 

Attonuy Gtmtn^ 

Hon. W. HrxTF.R, 

Acting Secretary of SttOe. 
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Mt, Asklom to Mr, Diekimten, 

ATTOBHBT Osxeral's 6rKii-K, 

lVa»hiHi>ton, May 9, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to enclose yon herewith copies of a note and ni< uutrandmn received 
at the State Department from tlie lepution of Fraoce, calling the atti ntion of the government 
to certain procfidinps nlloped tobeon foot in yourdistrict, and in other districts of the United 
Stat<*8, for thi- pnrjiose of titting out expeditious to Mexico, with intent to violate tlu- acta of 
Congress for the pri-servation of the neatrality of the United States. It is the desire of the 
government that you exercise proper vigilance and care in the detection and conviction of 
persons in your district who may oring themselves within the provisions and penalties of the 
statutes on that subject 

The enclosed documents may serve to indicate the movements of the norsons alleged to be 
engaged In ibe fitting oat snch expeditions, with sniBeient fallness and precision to enabia 
you, and the mai-lial of your district, to obtain evidence that will wnnruit tin ;\rrf <t and 
binding over of the guilty parties to be of good beliaviour, under the Coui^titutiou and laws, 
even if tattiniony sniBeient to eourict them cannot now be proctired. 

The Attoniey (Ji'iienil docs not think it necessary to indicate tho particular statutes on the 
subject of neutrality, with a view to direct you with regard to the means and methods of 
TOOT prooedore, in-order to enforce the law and punish t& ffuilty, witti xespect to the preser- 
vation of the nentrnlity nt" the government. He assumes that your ncqnaintHnc*' with the 
statutes, and zeal and li'iflity m the execution of your oflSce, will t niible yuu. whc-ui-ver a 
case fit for prosecution or conviction of the kind reierred to is presenti d, to do all that a na» 
tkmal sense of justice and dignity, or a foreign state interested in ilw subject, could nqoiie 
and demand of the executive department of the government of the United^ States. 

You will plui.'ic report the raoeipt of this lAter, and the nsolt of yonrinTesttgatkm on tba 
subject to which it i dates. 

VeiT respectfully, your obeffienft lenraat, 

J. HUBI.F.Y A^nTOX, 
* ^ Assistant Attorney GenenUt 

Dakol & DiCKiHSOir, Esq., 

Otittd SlMte§ DUtria Amrmjf, Nm YarL 



Mtnwrandum Jrom French Legation to Department of State, 

[Translation.] 

The enlistments contiove at New York ; the bounties are sneh as have been 

announced in the newspapers ; tlic men are to take with them arms and moni* 
tions ; a transport will be ready oa if ridaj^ or Satiuday for Tabasco. 

Received May 16, 1866. 

Attorney General mlormed May 17* 1865. 



Mr. Seward to ikt Marquis de MonthoUm* 

Bbpabtmbkt op Statb, 

Weuikingtimt June 12, 1865. 

Sir : Tliis department baa official inclination that the iniorgcnt com- 

manrU r nt I'rownsvillo, in Texas, after the surrender of liis Huporior officer of 
the insurgent luiceri and public property in that quarter to the United Statet*. 
clandestinely transferred to the authorities at Matamoras certain artillery and 
other articlee, a part of those sorrendered as aforesaid. Aa those articles be- 
came the property of the United States pursuant to the terms of the sonrender, 
the authorities aforesaid could nnf acquire any title to them witliout the consent 
of tluB government ; it is, conscMjiiently, expected that they will be restored. 
And you will oblige me, and may be instrumental in preventing further dilU- 
cnltiea if von ahonld zeqnest the officer in command at Hatamoraa* who may 
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have rccH'ivctl the articles, to restore them to the officer of the United States in 
oommaDd at Browuijville. without any delay which can conveniently be avoided. 

I avafl myself of this occatUm, sir, to o£br to jon an assurance of my rery 
hlgli oonaideFatioii. 

WILLIAM H. S£WABD. 

The Mabquis de Montuolon, Sfc„ Sfc., 

The Marquit de MonthoUm to Mr* Seward* 

[Ttaiislation.] 

Lboation of Fbancb to thb Unitbd States, 

WathingUm, June 15, 1865. 

Sir : I haye receiyed the despatch yoa did me the honor to write to me on 

the 12th instant, 1)y whicii ynu inform me that the commander of tbo rebel 
troo})s at Browngville (Texas) mut«t luive clandestinely sent to the authorities at 
Matamoruis a certain quantity of artillery and material of war, notwithstanding 
the capitaktiomt signed hy his superior, one of the clanses of which implied the 
sonender to the federal anthorities of the insnigent forces and of all pabllc 
property. 

I immediately brought the fact to the knowledge of the government of tlif 
Empei«r, and believe it to be my duty at the same time to communicate it to 
Marshal Bazaine, comroauder-in-cbief of th^ French forces in Mexico, so that 
he may inform himself without delay of the fiiet* which gave canse to the recla- 
mation yonr exoellency has addressed to me. 

Accept, sir, the assurances of my yenr high eonaideration. 

MONTHOLON. 

Hon. William U. Seward, Sfc., Sfc^ Sfc, 



Mr, Hunter to tie Marquie de Montkolon. 

Department of Statr, 

WasJdngton, June 22, 1865. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 15th 
instant, informing me of the steps yon had taken to hriug to the knowledge of 
the Emperor's government, and also to acquaint Marshal fiasaine, commander- 
in-chief of the French forces in Mexico, with the circumstances attending the 
clandestine and improper transfer of men and arms by the insurgent commander 
at Brownsville to the authorities at Matamoras. 

I beg that you will accept my thanks for your prompt action in the mattttr. 

I have the honor to he, with the highest consideration, sir, yonr obedient 

W. HUKTEB, Acting Secretary, 
The Mabuuis db Ko.\tholon, 4it;., Sgc^ l^c. 



Mr, Seward to the Margmie de Montholoit, 

Dbpartmbnt of State, 

Waehnigtoih Jaly 5, 1865. 

Sib; It is not without a somewhat serious oonoem for the public peace that 
I bring to yonr notice the snbstance cf informatioii which Uiis goTemment has 
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just now received, conceraiog the conditiou of affairs on the border which 
■epamtea the United States (rem Mezieo. This information is to the eSSect 
that all the pnhlic property belonging to the late ineurgents in Texas, which 
could be removed, wa.s Hubsequently to their surrender, but bi'fnn^ the Unit<^ 
States forces could occupy tlic country, transferred to tlie Mexican side of the 
Rio Grande ; that the steamer Lucy Given, which was surrendered to the United 
States at Matagorda, was afterwards carried off, and, according to the latest in- 
tellig& ce, was anchored at Bagdad, in the liio Ghrande, and that eight hundred 
and twenty bales of cotton, Ih longing to the insurgents. Stored at &io Cteaode 
City, were nho carried acro^f* the river into Mexico. 

I will thank you to call the attention of the military authorities of France in 
Mexico to this subject, in order that the property referred to majr he restored, 
and that with a view to tranquilli^ on that frontier, no similar proceeding may 
he encouraged or authorised. 

I avail myself of tiiis opportunity to renew the assurance of my high con- 
sideration. 

WILLIAM U. SEWAED. 

The Mabquis db Montholon. ^ ifc^ t/e. 



TAe Marpnt de Mcmtholon to Mr. Seward, ^ 

[Translation.] 

Legation of France to the I'mted Statbs, 

Wtuhuigton, July 6, 1865. 

Sts: I have received the despatch yon did me* the honor to address to me on 

the 6dl of this month, in which yon inform me that a great part of the pnblie 
property of the insurgents of Texas would Itc. after the fai)itul;ition and before 
the federal troop;^ cotild have occupied the country, transported across the Mexican 
river Rio Grande ; that the steamer Lucy Given, surrendered to the government 
of the United States, most have been carried off, and be now at anchor at Bag- 
dad ; and histly, tiiat eight hundred and twenty bales of cotton, hdonging to 
the insnrgents and collected at Rio Grande City, must, in like manner* have 
been transferred to the other side of the river. 

I will hasten, sir, to bring the?e facts to the notice of the government of the 
Emperor, and will at the same time make report of it to his excellency Marshal 
Baiaine, commander-in-chief of the French forces in Mexico. 

As I had the honor to inform you on the l^th Jnne, I have called the 
attention of his excellency Marshal Baz;iine to tho ficts related in the despatch 
which you did me the honor to address to me under date of Juno 12th. Even 
before having received my letter the marshal had hastened to inform mo oi the 
latest events occurred on the Bio Grande. 

It results, from the intelligence he addrcBses to me at date of Jnne 19th, that ^ 
meeiing had taken place among the confederate troops at the moment of disbnnd- 
iug them, and that one Colrjuel Fisher, who had served under Juarez, having 
tried to get possession of some part of the materiel of the phice — that is, six 
cannon and two forges~-to pnt them ^ in the hands of the Jnarists, Geneial 
Stoughton, in order to fitop this act from happening, sent this in;iteriel across the 
Mexican river. Marshal Bazuine informs me that Genenil Mejia inuiK diately 
caur^ed it to be inventoried and placed on depo^tit at J\Iatainoras, so that it may 
be remitted to the disposal of the government of the United btates. 

Marshal Bazaine also apprises me that he has given the variont colnmns 
which are operating in Mexico the most precise Orders, for the purpose of avoid- 
ing all that might give nmbxage to the govenment of the United btatee. 
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I hasten to bring tliepc facts to your knowledge, as a fresh proof that Ut6 
aTithorit!t'>* are in no way disposed to encourage or authorize any act of a nature 
to compromi;ie the good relations which they dedire to maiutaia with the federal 
anthori^ on the frontier of Mezfeo. 

Accept, sir, the aasnrance of my high eonsideratione. 

MONTHOLON. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, Sfc^ Sfc, 

_j • 

Mr, Hunter to the Marquit de Mohtholon. 

Dbpaetmbnt of State, 

WiuhutgeoHt My 31, 1865. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter of the 22d instant, from 
the Secretary of the Navy, and of that of" the lOtli instant, n ftTred to therein, 
relative to the case of the United States morchuot t^toamcr Sonor.i. 

I hope that you may deem it proper to take such steps as may be in your 
pow;er towarde aecariug the restoration of the steamer to Mr. Glavel or his agents. 
Accept, sir, a rmewed assnrance of my highest consideration. 

W. UUNTE&, Acting Secretary. 

The MABdUIS DB MONTUOLON, SfC,, SfC., ifC, 



Mr. Welles to Mr, Seward. 

Navy Department, 

ITMAMSf um, Jidg S8, 1865. 

Sin: T havn the honor to refer to jon tho nccompnnviug' letter, dHted the Ii'rh instant^ 
addressed to this department by Mr. F.'Clavel, uf New Orleans, Louisinnn, who uppt*als to the 
ffovemment to aid nim in repossessing himself of the etenmer 8onora, whic h Le states formerly 
w'longt'd to liim: was ciiptuied hy her cm ',v, or a jxirt df it, taken iufo an iiHiirfrPnt port, 
BuBsi'imontlj ran out, and is now, or was niccutly. at Taiupico, where she appeals to uav 
been detained at the request of lit. Cbaee, the United States eonsnl genezmL 
Very respectfullT, &e., 

Gil>i:ON WEI^LES, 

Seemmnf if (As lAraf . 

Hon. William H. Seward, Seentam uf StaU. 



Mr, CUnti to Mr, WOu. 

New OntEAVS, July 10, i86S. 

Excellency : The nndorsi^cd respectfully Ix-^s leave to state that he is the owner of 
the str-anipr Sonera, beloujring to the 4wtr)ct of Ijew Orleans, wlieiB she was registered on 
thu "i-jlh of February, 18C4. 

On the of November, lt^4, when on her way from Brazos Santiago to fliis port, she 
was forcibly captured by a part of her crew, who ran her into Aransa.s hay, where they deliv- 
ered her to the rebel authorities. 8hc was eondenmed as l>eing the property of a eitisen of 
the l'iiit' <I Stii!i'^. mid ^old for the siiiii of eli'Vt n thousand dollars in ^'oM, which WMS 
divided amoD;r the captors. The crew hud been shipped, and every ouu ot them had taken 
the oath of alleoriance to the United States. 

Owinp- to -diet watch kcjit hy \\\v vcs«el-^ of the western frulf hlockadinp squadron, 
she did not leave Aransas buy before the Ulh of June, after haviu^; learned the snrren> 
der of Texas, flying the rebel flag, boniid to Tampico, where she atrived on the 12th of the 
said month. 

The above stated facts will eaj^ily deinonstrute that the capture of the steamer Sonora was 
a wrongful act of piracy, and her .subsequent sailiiifr front Araasas Pass, after the •nxreadar 

of Texas, is another confirmalion of tlie illopfality of lit r capture. 

The undersigned hopes that your excellency will iillord iiim the protection of our poweTful 
povernment to help him to recover his vessel. Slie is now detained in tlie jxirt of Famiiioo 
by the demand made by Mr. Franklin Chiuse, United States consul, for her delivery to Jiim, 
as boiug the property of an absent American citizen, piratically tana ficoBk him. 
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The undenugned, in a letter hj him received from Mr. Chaset Uuited States coiuai at 
Tampico, is adrised by him to flmiiBli your excellancy with all lha infonnation in his poww. 

The above stutoineut is made to thafc emct. 
BeBpectl'ully submitted: 

P. CLAVEL, 
77 Magazine street Ktm Oriauu, LomutMm. 
Uia Excellency the Hon. Seciibtary of tii£ U. S. Navy, 

Wmikingtm, D. C. 



The Marjuu MmUhoUm to Mr, HunUr, 
[TkandatioD.] 

* IiBOATlON OF FbANCB TO THB UnITBO Statrs, 

WcuhtngtoHt Avgutt A, 1865. 

Sir: I liasten to let yon know that I liavf ju?t received from his exc<]lcncy 
I^Iar^ihal Hazaino n (le^patrh aiuiouncin;^ to nu' tliat the fjovemment of ^Icxiro 
biui (Iccick'd that the Aiuericuu materiel unduly takeu over to the Mexican bauk 
on the BQTrender of Brownsville, to whicb the letter of toot excellency addreaeed 
to me the i2th July relatet» dranld be restored wiUkont delay to the federal 
authorities, and that orders wete Immediately sent to Matamoias to assure the 
execution of this decision. 

Accept, sir, the aBsurances of my high coutiideratiou. 

MONTHOLON. 

Hon. W. HuNTBB, ^e,, Sfc, ^ 



Mr, Seward to the MarquU de Mantkoloit, 

Bbpabtmbnt or Statb, 

WaikmgUm, AnguH 8, 1865. 

Sis: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your uote of the 4th 
instant, in which you inform this department that, m compliance with the re- 
quest contained in niy noK; of tlu- .>th iiltitiio, tiie French military autliorities? 
in Mexico have decided upon the rebtoration to this government of the public 
property which, on the surrender of Brownsville by the insurgeuu^, was taken 
over to the Mexican banks of the Bio Grande. 

Acc^tt sir, the renewed assoranoes of my high consideration. 

WILUAM H. SEWABD. 

The MAB(iUis DE MoNTuoLON, Sfc, 8fc., 



The JSlar^uit dc ]\ Ion thai on to Mr, Hunter, 
[Translation. ] 
Leoation of ITbaN'cb to tiir Umtk!) States, 

\Va.shtns^ton, August 8, 1865. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge tlic receipt of your letter of date 31st 
July last, and also ui the annexes which have relation to the afi'uir of the mor- 
ehant vessel the Sonora. 

I will hasten, sir, to communicate the claim of Mr. Clavel to the eompeteot 
Mexican authorities, and to testify to them tlie interept which the government 
of the I'nited StatoB takes in the adjustment nf thi>! affair. 

Accept, sir, the assurance of my high consideration. 

UONTHOLON. 

Hon. WiLUAM HuNTBB, tfc^ 9fe„ 
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3^, Seward i» ike Marquie de Momtkohn, 

Dbpabtwe.nt of State, 

Washington, Sej^cmher 13, 186.5. 

Sir : Keferring to my note of the 3l8t of July last, coQcerniug the det^ircd 
restoration of we steamer Soaora to her omxstt lifr. F* Olavel, and thanking 
yon for your leply of the 8th ultimo, I have the honor to enclose* in anpport 
of ihe claim, a copy of the letter of the 18th ultimo, from D. Lanzac, esq., of 

New Orleans, attorney for Mr. Clavel, and of the documents 'which accompanied 
it, from which it appears that 3Ir. Clavel has gone in person to Tam^ico, taking 
with him other documents bearing upon his claim to ownership. 

The account of the transaction in regard to this vessel derived from the pa- 
pers which have been laid hefore you is to the efTect that the steamer Sonora 
was, on the 25th of Felmiary, 18G4, duly registered in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
as a vesi:el belonging to tlie United States merchant gervice: that ou the 16th 
day of November, 1664, when ou her way from Braxos iSautfago to New Or- 
leans, she was fordbly cau tared by a part of her crew, who ran her into Aran- 
aas bay, where she was aelivered by these piratical captors to agents of the 
insurgent.-?, who are reported to have caused a pretended condemnation and sale 
of the vei^»<'l ; the proceeds of which pretended sale, being tiie sum of eleven 
thousand dollars in gold, are said to nave been divided among the capturing 
piratesy who had shipped on the Sonora as citisens of the United States, npon 
taking the oath of allegiance as 8uch ; that owing to the strict watch kept by 
tJio vesri( Is of the United States bldckiKliiig- squadron, tlie Sonora was preventcxl 
from leaving Aransas bay before the i)tii of June, 1805, when she sailed for 
Tampico, flying the insurgeut flag. 

Under these dreonstanees this government holds that the before-named 
steamer ir^ the property of Mr. F. Clavel, and that the parties who navigated 
her to Tampico are trespassers and intruders, having no rights or authority in 
her; that the acts by which she came into their custody were piratical and 
fraudulent. It is therefore hoped that, so far as it might depend upon the 
agents of the imperial government, every facility will be afiforded to Mr. Clavel 
to regain possession of the vessel. 

Accept, sir, « renewed assurance of my high consideration. 

WILLIAM H. bEWA&D. 

The Maruuis D£ Montuolon, Sfc^ 4^., Sgc. 



Mr. Lanzac to Mr. Hunter. 

Nbw OrlbXns, AeguU 18, 1865. 

Sir : In reply to yours of 31st July, eoncerning steamship Sonora, I have to 
%£tate that Mr. F. Clavel went to Brazos Santiap:o per schooner I\rary Moulis, 
to have in the port of Matamnrnt<, Mexico, an opportunity more ea.'»y than here 
to go to Tampico, as advised to do by the United States consul general, Mr. 
Fnmklin Ohase. 

Enclosed you will find copies of bill of sale by 0. H. Delmater, in New 
York, to F. Clavel, and copy of register of eostom-honse in New Orleans. 

Mr. F. Clavel took along to Tampico — 

1. Log-book of steamer Sonora, brought back by Captain George H. Good- 
speed. 

2. Affidavits of T. Biondd and Thomas Bdaney, firemen on board hst trip the 
steamer made, stating the piratical capture. * 

3. Copies of register and bill of sale. 

Since four weeks, about, Captain Geox|;e M. Goodspeed, now commanding 
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United States quartermaster's department steamer Rntb ven, plying betireen Gal- 
veston and Xlouston, Texas, is requested to send his affidavit and protest about 
tho piratical seizure of the ptcarner by most of her own crew, but to this moment 
1 did not receive any. As soon as to hand, I will send it to you. 
Two firemen and the cook are in New Orleans at present 
If I eunld do anything^ in this matter during the absence of Mr. F. Olavel, 
you will 1)6 80 kind as to advise me. 
Most respectfulijy I have the honor to remain your obedient porvant, 

D. LAJSZAC, 76 Orkans itreet, 

W. Hu.NTER, Enq., 

Veperiment State, WaMigtem, D. C 



I^ow all men by these proseuts, that I, Cornelius H. Deltnator, of the city of New York, 
owner of the sti'mner caUed the Ouachita, of the burden of TD-,'',,"^ tons or thereabouts, for au<i 
in eODSiileratinn of the simi of ton tliou-^and five hundred dollHr^. lawful motipy ot tlie UniteJ 
States of Aim i icit, to nie in hand paid before the sealing; and delivery of these preiients by 
F. Clavel, the receipt whereof ii hereby acknowledged, liavc and by theiio presents do grant, 
barg'aiu, sell, assipn, transfer, and 8et over unto the said F. Clave!, his executors, adminis- 
trators and assigns, tlio said steamer, tofrether with all and siuj^ular her masts, yards, mils, 
xiggivg, anchors, cables, boats, tackle, apparel, and appurtenances; to have and to hold tl« 
§aid steamer and appurtenances thereunto belougiotg, unto the said F. Clavel, his hein, his 
Mcecntors, administrators and assi^^ns, forsTer. 

And I, the said Curneliu^ H. 1 )i liiiater, for myself, tny licirs. executors and adtnillistra* 
tors, do hereby covcuaut and agree to and with the said F. ClaveL his heirs, his execaton, 
administrators and assigns, that at the eiecution of these presents i am the tme and lawfn! 
owner of the said Rtonnier Ouaohitai apporlenatteee, and I now haveftiU rijcrlit aTi*I authority 
to sell aud dispose of the same, fined nom and cleared uf all claims, incuuibrauce^, or de* 
msada whatsoever. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set mv hanil and seal, at the city of Xow Orleans, the 
fourth day of September, iu the year of our Lordoue tUousaud eight hundred aud sixty-three. 

C. H. DELMATEB. 

ISgnedi sealed, and <^rlivered in the presence of— 

A. C WiL.MAurn. 

StaTF of Xkw Vouk, City and County of Xnr Yurk, 8$: 

On the Jih day of September, 1K>3, before mo personally camo Cornelius H. DeUiiater, to 
me known to l)e the individual descrilied in and who eieeuted the ibrefroing instrument, sad 
aeknowledged to me that he exeeuted the same. 

A. C. WILMARTH. 
Notmwf PtAUe, Ntw Yttk, 41 Ckambemtn^ 

Custom-house, New Orleans, Auj^ust 10, 1865* 

I do hereby eerttfr that the above is a tmeeopy of the record on file in this office. 

k A. 8TOCKDALE, D*put9 COUetor, 



In pursuance of an net of CnnqTrss of the Fnited States of .Vinerica, entitled "An act con- 
cemiufT the re{risterin(>: aud recording: of ships or vessels," F. Clavel, uf New Orleaus, State ol 
Louisiana, having taken or subscribed the oath retiuii^by the said act, and havin|r sworn 
that he is a citizen of the rnlic] Slates, and the only owner of the ship or vessel called tlr* 
Sont'ia, of New Oi leans, wlien-ot' J. Hayes is at present master and a citizen of tin- Ignited 
States, as he hath sw orn, and that the said ship vessel was formerly the iJriti>li x hooner 
Ouachita, captuied and condemned as a prize," and sold by the United States marshal of the 
district of New Yt-rk ; and ilocumcuts on tile in this office haviufj certified that the said ship 
or vessel has (ine deck, and two mastn, and that her lenpth is 116 feet, her brendth 10 fix t, 
her depth feet 6 iucheSf that she measures 110^^ tons, that she is a steamer, has sonan 
stem, and ronnd tmck ; and the said F. Clavei haviui;; ar^reed to the description and ad- 
mejisurenieii; ii'iMive siu eilie.l. and sufficient security liavijit: l»een piven accordiU|f tO the said 
act, the said ^^teauier lias beeu duly registered at the port of !New Orleans. 

WM. BULLITT, Deputy Nnwd Qfimr. 

Given under gar hand and seal at the port of New Orleans, this %th day of February, in 
the year 1864. 

JOHN F. COLLINS, Dcputj/ ColUcUn. 

I hereby certify the above is a true copy of ori|^ual on file in th is office. 

B. A. 8T0CKDALE, Deputy CoU»U0t, 
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The Marqitii de Jfontkolom to Mr* Seward. 
[Tramlation.] 

Lbuation op France to the United States, 

Waehingkmt Octaher 19, 18$5w 

Sib ; I feel myself obliged to call the attention of your excellency to certain 
ftets that occarred ihia year on the Bio Grande, and which seem to he in exact 

opposition to tlio rcpratod asf»nrancefl your excellency has p^iven iiif concernino^ 
the deaire of the cubinct at Wasliinf^ion to preserve the most strict neuurality 
in the events now taking place in Mexico. 

It is scarcely necesFary for me to add, that I am convinced that the said facts 
occurred without the knowledge of the federal gorernmeut, and that they mnat 
be the result of the negligence of subordinate agent?. T do not bei»itale, tbrn - 
fore, to inform you of them, convinced that it is only necessary to brings them to 
your notice in order to prevent their luture occurreuce. * 

The falformation eonreyed to hia Majesty's government states that the dis- 
sentio^ forces of Gortinas are reemiting many American colored persons, and 
that wis partisan chief passes and repasses tlie Texan frontier whenever he 
pleases, gofng to Brownsville (Texas) to get whatever he needf« 

Abont the end of July last Cortinas attacked the steamer ►Sefiurita on the 
river, loaded with cotton, taken on board at Gamargo, and destined for Mata- 
moras. The attack oecnrred on Texas ground, and the captured vessel was 
snade ftst to the Texan shore, where she has remained inpessession of the dissent- 
ers since the 27th of .Inly. 

In the course of the same month a convoy of goods was to start for Jlonte- 
rey. Gortinas, who-was in Brownsville, heard of it, and enlisted men publicly 
to attack it. His armed troops crossed the rivw, and the convoy wonid have 
certainly fallen into his hands but for the vigilance of the imperial authorities. 

In fine, it is well known that Cortinaa's men ride and walk armed in the 
streets of Browner ville, with ril)bons on their bats, indicating the number of the 
guerilla baud to which they belong. 

It would be difficult for neutrality to he more openly violated, and that fects 
more grave should occur to oontramct the assertions which your excellency has 
given me in the naracjof your government. 

I will be very much oblij^cd to yon, then, if yon will cau.«e to bo issued the 
orders necessary to prevent the renewal of any such acts in future. 

Accept the assurances of my disdnguiBhed eonsideradon. 

* MONTHOLOK. 

Hon. William aH. Sbward, ^v., ^r., ige. 



Mr. Seward to the Marquis de MonCholon. 

Department of State, 

IVaJi/tingfon, October 31, 1S65. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 19th 
• inatjxut in regard to violation of neutrality of the United States alleged to have 
taken place recently on the Kio Grande. In reply, I have the honor to inform 
you that I have requested the Seeretaiy of War to cause the matter to he in- 
jured into with a view to the adoption of such proceedings as may be calledfor. 
Aceeptf sir, a renewed assurance of my highest consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWAllD. 

The MAKQLiS DE MONTHOLON, ^V. 
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Mr, Seward to tke Mtir^uu de MaiukoUm, 

Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

WatkutgUm, November 10, 1805. 

Sir : I baye the honor to recur to your note of the 19th ultimo, in which oom- 

plaintfi are made of violations of the neutrality of the United States on the Rio 
Grande, and to my note of the 3l8t of Octolx-r, acknowlcdfjing the receipt thereof. 

The first complaint is, that the " disaculing forces of Corlinas arc recruiting 
many colored persooB, and that this partisan chief passes the Texan frontiers 
whenever he pleases, going to Brownsville to procure whatever be needs." 
These repreBentatioos were submitted to the Secretary of War i\>v ^nch inform- 
ation and ?iich opiiiinn as he might think prnj)er to submit to thr I'l-'sident. 

It appears that upon these points the becreUiry of Wai" has no information. 
Major General Sheridan was instructed to preserve the same neutrality that had 
been observed towards the United States bj the Frendi or imperial party, t 
when Brownsville and the greater portion of the Bio Grande was held by the * 
rebels. If it should be a-rcrtained that the insurgentn had been able to cross 
• and nxTo.-^.s tbi- Mexican frontier at will, and ^o into Matainoras with a view of 
obtaining what they required, then existing instructions might authorize a cor- 
responding course on Uie part of this government towards the liberals. The 
Secretary of War is not aware of the existence of any regulation which prevenla 
either imperialist or lilx nil tVom crossing the Texas frontier, or proceeding to 
Brown><\ iUe to inak ■ piu clia.-i ; and if recruiting hae been allowed by oliicera 
in command, it has i)ei'n without the authority of the Secretary of War. I am 
of opinion that, American emigration havine been invited to Mexico by the im- 
perial party, there is neillu r law nor order preventing it; and that, as the 
republican government of Mexico is acknowledged by the United States, there 
can be jiropt i ly no objection urged to such of tlii'ir citizon^ as may choose going 
to Mexico, and taking, when there, whichever side they may preier. 

It is admitted that while the United States hold their present attitude 
towards Mexico, military commaodem should not allow either party to reemit 
soldiers upon United States territorv. 

With regard to tlie second complaint, namely, that " about the last of July, 
1S65, Cortinas attacked the steamer Seiiorita on the river, loaded with cotton, 
tiikeu on board that vessel at Camargo, and destined for Matamoras ; that tho 
attack occurred on Texas ground, and that the captured vessel was made fiut 
to the Texan nbore, where she has remained in possession of the dissenter? 
since the of July last; that in the course of the same month a convoy of 
goods vfixA to start for Monterey, and that Cortinas, who wjtis in Brownsville, 
lieard of it, and enlisted men opetily to attack the convoy; his armed tioops 
crossed the river," &e., it is conceded that, if the fiictsVere as represented, tha 
conduct of the commander at Brownsville was entirely inexcusable. These 
complaintH have been referred to Major General Sheridan, commanding tl» 
military division of the (iulf, with suitable instructions aud directions to report 
the facts as to what had previously occurred. 

It is stated by the Secretary of War that the United States have a long 
frontier upon the Bio Grande, where none of our troops are stationed ; that 
either of the bellifrerents might easily commit actf* of war upon the other from 
. United States t-oil without such acts being known in time to prevent them. 

Accept, sir, a renewed assuraucc of my very high consideration. 

WILLIAM fi. 6EWAED. 

The Mar^vis db Montholon* Sgc^ 
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J%e Marquii de MmthoJon to Mr. SmoartL 

fTranslatioix.] 

Lboation op Feanch to thp, ITxiTKn States. 

]V^as/iington, Novcmher 23, 1865. 

Sir: Your note of the 10th November, ia answer to mine of the 19th of 
October last, about erenta tbat bad trmspfred on the Bio Grande frontier last 
joar, informed me that the Secretary of War had ordered an invoBtigation of 
gome of the acts I complained of, particularly the captare of the steamer SoSo- 
rita. You even added that if the fact« were as you reproBented to me, it was 
eiddent the military commander in Brownaville was in the wrong. 

I bare inst received from his Majesty's acting consul in New Orleans the 
annexed claim of the Fieneb eommeansiai home of Monler & Oo.t owner of 
tUrty-five bales of cotton, part .of the cargo of the steamer Seuorita. 

As your excellency will see by reference to the appended documents, Mr. 
Mouler's complaint coincides fully with others from a different source, and seems 
to confirm the verity of the first reports that reached me. 

The hoose of Monler 9t do. now daims of tbe United States govemmentt as 
indemnity, the sum of ten thousand and tbirty-scven dollars ($10,037) fiir 
tbe loss of cotton, said to have been caused by the United States. 

I will be very much obliged to your excellency if you will cause this claim 
to be put into the hands of the proper authorities, and let mo know the result 
of the decision as soon as possible. 

Aoeept the assnianoes of my high eonsidention. 

HONTHOLON. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, Sfc., ^r., 

Washington, D, Ch 



tTiaiMlaaoii.J 

The French commercial house of Monler &, Co. sendt a dalm for $10,037 84 against the 
United States, for the loss of thixty-five balsa of ootton, eaasod by aci of tha United States, 
to the consul. « 

New Orleans, October 27, 186S. 

Smt In Jnnalast HeMm. Uaitbes and Garza, of Camargo, Mexico, bonght lli!rlgr«five 
balen of cotton on our account, and ^avl tho duty to the imperial govanunent of Mezioo, and 

■I0O to .1 uarez'a agents, when they took possest-ion of that port. 

The house of M>iithcs and Garza shipped this cotton to us on the 81st of Jane, 1805, in 
(he Mexican steamer Seiioritn, which was seized by the .Tiuirist ()*'ii«>ral Cortfnas, and landed 
iu the United States territory on the Tuxas side of the Kio Grande river. 

Wo applied to the federal military authorities having the entire contml of that part of tbe 
United States, but they showed no anxiety to return us oor property, or even to order its 
•eqnestration, and 8ent xu to the Mexican republican courts, which is a deuial of justice or 
an act of deri^iun. 

Under these circumstances, all that remained for as to do was to request yoo to transmit 
to bis exeeUenej the minister of the Emperor In Washingtonthe claim of t$10,U37 64 in eold, 
which we make against the United States goveniment, and henidth smd yon, wiUi au tba 
oanoborating evidence. 

Aoosnt. air, oor respectftd lalatatUms. 

L. MOULEB A CXX 



State of homsixi^ Pan$k ^Orbtuu : 

Before me, Pierre Condrain, a notary public for the pnrish of Orleans, duly qualified and 
ffworn, personally apjjcared Mr. Kcue Dumestre, bom at Siurrouy, caulon of Vis dc Bigorro, 
(Upper Pyrenees,) one of the partners in the house of Monler Jk Damestre, estahlished in 
this city of New Oilfans, No. 109 Ch«rtren stro*>t, tind at Matairtonus nnder the firm of I* 
Hooler &, Co., who having been sworn according to law, sajs and declares : 
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1. That the house of MouUt & Co., cstfibli'ilicd at Matiiniora.««. is a Fronrh commercial 
bouse, auJ consists of Louis Muuler, Austin C uuncre, Jnles Di N^a, ami this atKant, uU 
French sab^ecta; that nuue of its luembers have violated the neutrality commanded by the 
Emperor ot the French in the conflict between the govenuneut of the United States aud 
certain States assuming the name of Confederate States. 

2. That on th«- tilstof June, IHif), ^b-ssrs. Maithes and Qam shipped at Caniargo, Mexi- 
ico, on the Mexican steamer Scuorita, on account of li. Mouler &Co., of Matamoraa, Mexico, 
thirty-five (35) bales of cotton, as shown hj (bit originftl bill of lading, delivend If tbs 
captain of the said ste.irni r, aniK xed to the present tfiMTtti and.of which SU authentic COpy 
is annexed to the dupiictatca ol this document. 

3. That it is shown by a Spanish document, annexed to ono of the8e patents, daUvend by 
the cuslom-liousf cnllcctnr at Caniar<r(i, Mexico, that the tliiity-fivf bait s of cotton Hbipp^^d 
on the Mexican Ht«-auier iSeuoritH hud paid lu the republican and also to tiic imperial govern- 
meat, at ditlVrent times, (97th May, ]>4>r>, and 21 st June, Jt:<65,) its entry dues. 

4. That the Sb xican steamer Senorita, on the vrny from Camarpo to MatamoTBS, was 
captiiri-.l by Cieneral Cortiua.s, of the Jnarist army, and a part i>t the cargo were the thirty-five 
bales of cotton shipped by the hou8e of L. Mouler Co., and belonging to them. 

5. That the capture of this Mexican steamer Senoiita is » fiwt too notorious U> reqoisa 
proof of its selnweT • 

6. That llitst' thirty-five Imles of cotton were placed by the said General Cortinas on the farm 
of Mrs. Stephen Quseaseuchea, who tbey say is Cortiuas's mother, situated on the leli bank 
of the Bio Grande, in Texas, uid npon territory of the rspttblie of the United States. 

7. Th^the firm of L. Mouler & Co., on 15th and '>Jr| df June, 1865, through its agent, 
Mr. Maitbes, of the house of Haitbes <&. Garza, tried to get the cotton from the federal mili- 
tary authorities, then controlling that portion of United States territory, exhibiting to Ihem 
all proof of owners;!! ip. 

8. That the federal authorities showed no inclination to do justice to the French com- 
mercial bouse of L. Monleir A Co*, of Matamoras, and finally relemd them to the cmMs 4f 

the Mtxicnn republic. 

U. That th. se thirty-five bales of cotton were sold by General Cortinas without opposition 
on the in utr.il territory of the United States, though they belonged to the French house of 
L. Mouler Co., and the present affiant claims its value lor his principal from the United 
States. 

10. That tlu s<' thirty-five bales of cotton iutended to bo shipjH'd and sold in New York by 
the house of L. Mouler &, Co., of Matamoras, where they would have probably arrived the 
15th of July, 1864, was of the quality of good middling. 

11. That thesf tliirty-five bul('< nt' « otton.Avera^'i 475 pomnds weight per bale, OT li x iiCli 
thousand six hundred and twenty -five pounds, (](),U2o.) 

19.- That this afiiuut, in the name of L. Mouler &. Co., will now fix the value of the said 
eottom in the Kew YorkmarlbefcOBtha J5thof July, 18^ dedncting the ordinaiy ehiiges. 

acoouiiT or rtm taujb of THntTT-nvs balbs op oottoh. 

13. At the 15tb July, 1865, good middling cotton was worth, fifty cents a pound in New 
Yolk, in Viiitt d Stiiti-s trt asiiry notes — that is, eight thousand Uiree hundred and twahw 
dollars and fifty ceuts for the 10,625 pounds. 

From this sum is to be dednctea : 1. The inannmce from Ifatamoras to New York, to 

have hww jiaid by L. Mouler «fc Co., of five per cent, on the value of tliirty-five (tt5) bales of 
cotton in Matamoras, which was thirty cents in gold per pound ; that is, four thousand nine 
hundred and eigfaty-seren dollars and fifty cents (fl,9H7 50) finr the sixteen thousand six 
huiirbt <! and twenty-five (IG.GtiT)) j>ounds, niakinj; a sum of two hundred and forty-nine dol- 
lars aud thirty-seven cents (?i24U a?) iu gold, or at the premium in New York, (forty-two,) 
the snm of three hundred and fifty-four dollars, and elerai cents (9354 11) in United Statas 
treasnrr notes. 

2. The freight to have been paid by tliis atbaut to New York, at the rate of two cents a 
pound, in United States treasury notes, or ^^Vi SO for tiie trixteett thousand siz hundred and 
twenty-five (16,625) pounds, malting |332 50. 

3. The import duty at the rate of two cents a pound in gold, (act of Congress approved 
th*- S'Mli of. June, ]-<>l,) or two hundred and eighty-four thousandths (IMrj^l) of a dollar in 
United btates ireasuiy notes, or four hundred aud seventy-two dollars and tiiieeu cents in 
United States treasury notes, for the sixteen thousand six hnndred and twenty^ve poonds, 
(irvH'iT),) making S472 15. The total deihiction will be Ai. i:.- Td, leaving the net profit on 
the ihirtv-five biHes of cotton iu United States treasurj* notes at 5:7, 153 74. 

14. Thtit this sum of .^7.l.">3 74 cents in the United States treasury notes represents in 
p<^]d the preniium in New York on the IHth of July, 18t>5, being 4'2, th^uin of five thousand 
aud thirty -seven dollars and eigiity-four c<-nt8, ($5,037 84.) what the cotton would have 
brought in New York at that time. 

15. That this retention of property and denial of justice has caused the house of L. Mouler 
& Co. considerable damage, inasmuch as they have thus lost the use of that capital ; and the 
afiani ean addace proof that the danngo naa ^5 ff"»*i H to flvo thousand in 
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(?rj,000,) wliich sum tlic house of L. Monler«fe Co., all the members of which are French sub 
jectB, claim iu daninges from the United 8tatH.<4. 1. The aum of five thousand and thirty- 
•eren dollars and eighty-foiir cents ($5,037 84) in i^old, tiie Tstne of the thirty>five bales of 
cotton of which the h(ni.scnf L. Moulor tX: Co., ha.s bcou dtspoitod* 2* TtMSUmof fivethoil* 
8&ud dollars (^5,UU0) in eold, as damaees and interest. 

In all, the Aum of tea fhoorand and utirty-seven dollan and elghty-fonr cents ($10,037 84) 
In gold, for the reMonaod cmns ftbove mendaned. 

R. DUMESTEE. 

Swoni to and subtciibedbefoiemei JaNeir OrlMOfl, on tho2Ist r.f o tobf r. I'-n.'. 

[SEAL.] P. COUl>liAi.N, Aolary ruiiu. 



LTtUBUiiimi.— No. 9.] 

TBS aUDtTOR (OOMDAOOK) CBAECHBO WITH THB ADHIimTRATIOV OP THS PaOSTTIBR 

CDSTOM-HODSB OF TBIS CITT. 

« 

I hereby certify that the importation No. 45, dated 29th of May last, made by Messrs. 
Lopes and Garcia, to the number of three hundred and fifty bules of cotton, has paid all ex* 
ptiises In this office, as appears from the proper day 'book, page 72, policy No. 17U ; and at the 
request of thoso intflmteo, and for legal piirpooea» I giva this pnaant oopj in Camaigo^ ^ 
3d oUoue, I6(>5. 

Andilor In charge, 

JESUS P. HiLfiTE. 



STATB op LouISIAVA, Fmiak and City of Aeto Orleans : 

I, Pierre Coudrain, a notary public duly cominij^sioufd nrul sworn in and tor this parish 
and ckv of New Orleans, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct 
copy V the original, produced and exhibited to me this day by Mooler &■ Co. ; that I have 
signed said original *'ne varietur," at the date hereof, in order to identifj it lieiawith, and 
delivered the whole to said Mouler & Co. 

Iu witm-s wliorcof, I have hereunto signed my name and affixed the impres;) of my seal of 
office, at New Orleans, this second day of October, A. D. 166^ and the ninetieth jear of tha 
Independence of the United Statee of A"«*»«*t 

[HKAL. \ P. OOUDBAIN, ^atarf Pkififis. 

(Bevenue stamp.) 



[Tnmslailcn.— Ko. 8.3 

I, C. Whilaker, a citizen of Ifatamorns, uud owner of the steamer Sehorita, say it is true, 
■ad acknowledge to have received from Messrs. Maithesand Gana, merchants ot this place, 
the tullowiug ♦•ffects : thirty-five {:^>) bales of rotton, markfxl niid uuniheredas in 
M. & G. uiurg^in ; entered, weighed, dry, and iu good condition, to niy t-utirc .satisfaction, to 
be carried to Matanioras iu due time, and delivered iu the same condition to Me.s8T». 
Mouler & Co. ; and the faithful and legal delivery having been made, I am to h*- i»ii<i fur the 
freight, at the rate of ^'i ner every bale ; and tu fulfil the same, I bind mysolfaud my property, 
and sign these bills of lading, of the same tenotr, and for ft single effect. 
Port of C'amorgo, Jane 21, 1865. 

C. WHITAKEB. 

Amount of freight, ^3^0. 

(In margin: Not responsible for old damages.) 



StatB op LouisiAiTA, Pmh ami CUgtfNem Odean$: 

I, Pierre Coiidrain, a notary public dul^ commissioned and sworn in and for this pariiii 
and city of X< w Orleans, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a trtie and correct 
copy of the ori^'iual, produced and exhibited to me this day by Mouler »3t, Co. ; that 1 have 
sigiiod said original " ne varietur," at tha dale hflceof, in oder to identify it henmrith, and 
delivered the whole to said Monler &, Co. 

In witness whereof, I bare hereunto signed my name rad affixed tiw impress of my seal of 
office, at New Orleans, this 2d day of October, A. 1>. 186^ and tlieniaetieth yearof the inde* 
pendence of the United States of America* 

Fbeal.] p. COUDRAUr, ITetefff JWic 
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[TUrd elm two imlt.— No. I,] 

Mericaa «mpire— opened fat flw year 1 ^n4-T>r>, according to eeetka 3d of oei 41 of Hm Imt 

of 1 ebruarj, 1656. 

MataMORAS, May 10, IrtiS. 

Administrator, II. Gnlvan. Police prefect, IVdro do la Qaxuk 

THK AUMINISTIIATOR OF THE FROSTIER CUSTOM-ITOUSE f)F CAMAROO. 

I hereby certify tlmt the steamer Senorita left the town of Canjiir^o ou the 21gt of Jaoe, of 
the present year, with thirty-five (35) bales of cottim, tin- property of Maitbes 
Mark,M.&Q. and Grarza, imported into said town by Messrs. Lopoz and Garcia, and shippt^J 
to Mtttamoras, to the cousigninont of Messrs. Muuler &, Co. : nnd at the 
request of penoos intenatod, I ^to the preeent, et Matamoras, on the 2l8t of Julv, 1^5. 

The ednunistrelor, J. MA. &08S. 

State of Louisuna, Parish and City of New OrUant : 

I, Pierre Coadrain, a notarv public dobr ooaunisuonod and sworn in and for this parish 
and city of New Orleans, do nereby eerti^ tliat the forepoingr is a tme and eorrect copy of 
the orip;^inal, produced and exhibited to me this day by Moul. r iV ('o. ; lluit I liave sifted 
•aid originiU ne varietur" at the date hereof^ in order to identiij it herewith, and delivered 
the whole to said Monler A Co. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto .eig^^ned my name and affixed the impress of my seal of 
ofHce, at New Orleans, this 2d day of October, A. D, lt*ij!S, and the ninetieth year of the 
independenee of the United State* of Amerioa. 

[SEAL. ] P. COUDBAQT. N^rg PaMk. 

(Revenue stamp.) 



The administrator and auditor of the frontier enstom-honee of Camarpro certify that the 
cnstom-housc of this city, under imperial onli ' s, issued a permit, No. titi, tor thii ty-fiw i'-^'t) 
bales of cotton, shipped bj Messrs. Lopez ^ Garcia to Matamoras on the steamer iSeuodtSk, 
and eonsigfned to Heesis. L. Monler & Co., import No. 45, date Sn'th instant, as appears (nm 
policy No. 170, folio 72, of the day-l>o(ik in which the office accounts are kept| the dnHw 
having been pud to the liberal goverumeut at the time of importation. 

The nmk of the cotton Is seen In the margin, and for the nie of tiioeeintBrasted 1 give Usa 
pfeMntinthenidtomiof Oamaigo, oathe84thof Jnly, 1865. 

VIVIANO G. PEEE8. 
y. FEJEDA. 



State op liOunuirA, PaMmd dtg ^ New <hUn$t 

I, I'ien e Coudrain, a notary public duly qualified and sworn in and for the pari.sh &ndcity 
of New Orleans, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a tme and correct copy of 
the oridiml now prodaoed and oddbited to me by Monler & Co. ; that 1 have s^^nea said 
• originitl " ne varietur,'* at the date hereof* in order to identify it lieniwith, and d^vered the 
whole t<» Monler Co. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto sij;ne<l my name nnd affixed the impress of my seal 
of ofHee at New Orlr ui>^, this '.'0th day Of September, 1665, and of the independenee of tho 
United .States of America the uinetieth. 

[8BAK ] P. COUDRAIN, ilTetoff PmiM. , 

(fievenue stamp.) 



STATE OF L()l • I SIANA— EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 
RY J. MADISOM WELLS, GOVEEMOE OF SAID (STATE. 

To all irho shall sec these presents, greeting : 

Know ye, that the document hereto atuioxed is in due form and made b;^ the proper officer, 
and that Pierre Condnun, whose name is subscribed thereto, was, at the time of snbseriinnff 
the same, notary public for Orleans parish, duly ajjpointed and commissioned, and full ftttt 
and crc<Ut are due and ought to bo civen to his ofiicial acts accordingly. 

Given nnder my hand and seal m the State at the city of New Orleans, this twen^-eigfath 
dfiy of < >etob. r, in the year nf nur Lord one thonsnud eight hundred and sizty-five, audof 
tlie itulepeudeuce of the United States of America the uiuetietb* 

[sKAi .] J. MADISON WELLS. 

(Revenue stamp.) 

By the Ci'i vomer: 

S. NVkotxowski, Secrttary of State, 
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Tie Maryitit de iSmUhobm to Mr, Seward, 

[^Truuslutiuu.] 

Washington, Norcmlrr 20, l^^Oo. 

^fv Dkar Sir: Conforming to tBe desire you expressed to me, I send you, 
berewitb, a copy and translation of Mr. Dronyn de Lhnys's de^jpatch, the con- 
tents of wbieh I have had the honor to read to yon. 

With the highest regards, I remam, my dear sir, respectfully your?, 

MONTHOLON. 

Hon. W. H. Reward, 

Secretary of Sfate^ 5[v., 4"c., ^v. 



Monsieur Drouyn de Lhuys to (he Mnnjuis de Montholan* — (Confidential.) 

£TrauaIation.3 

« MlHISTRB DBS APPAIRF.S t:TR ^VRF.RE5I, 

Faris, October 16, I'Ct'j. 

MoNfflKVit LB Marquis; I have taken tereral oeeasioiu cince two nurnths to mivUt- you 

of the <lisp»i.sitici]s of the iinper'ml poverrinii nf (•(inrcniiiie the durutioii of the occuiiatinn ot 
Mexico hy ihi' Frt iicli troops. I told you, in loy dt sj^itcn of Aug^iut 17, tliat we cttlU »1 with 
otir most sincere wislies for the day when the last French soldier should leave the roiuitrr, 
and that the cabinet nf Wnshirifrton could contribute to hasten that moment. On fh.c 'J«l of 
bvpt«niber I renewed to you the lisstirance of our strong desire to withdraw our auxniury 
COtps so soon as circuniHtauccs should allow it. At lust, lollowiui;; the same ideas moi-v fullv, 
In a private letter of the ICfli of the same month I added that it {rretitly dejtemled upon the 
United States to facilitate the de^ianure of our troops. If they would adopt toward the Mex- 
ican povemment an amicable attitude, which wonld aid to the cotiM.li hition of order, and in * 
which we could find motives of sucuritjr for the intereata which obliged un to carry aruie be> 
yond the Atlantic, we wonld be ready to adopt without delay the basts of an underataudlug 
on this subject with the cabinet of Washinp^ton} and I wlw lo make ftUIy luMwik to yoo 
DOW the views of the goveruaieut of his Majesty. 

What we ask of the United Btatee is to be assured thtt their intention is not to impede the 
conf^oiidation of the new order of thinfrs foiindid in Mexico; and the best {rnarautec we coidd 
r<-ceive of their iutentiou would bo thu recoguiliuu of the euiperur Maxiuiilian by the federal 
government. 

The American Union should not, it peem<! to n<i, be kept back by the difiTerenre of institu- 
tions, for the United RtatHs have otlicial intercourse with all the monarchies of Europe and 
the Naw World. It Is in conformity with their own prindples of public law to rt ^ard the 
monarchy esfabli^ln .1 in ^^t•xioo as bcinrr, at least, a povernmeut "</f facto,'' without par- 
ticular regard to its nalune or its orijxin, which has been couseciated by the Kuileriugs ol the 
people of that country; and in thus artinc; the cabinet of Washingtoii would only be inn^red 
with the same feetiogii of sympathy which President Johnson expressed recently to the envoy 
of Brazil, m guiding the policy of the United fcjtalea towards the younger states of the Ameri- 
can continent. 

Mexico, it is true, is still occupied at this moment by tlio French army, and we can readily 
see that this objection will arise. Bnt the aeknowU dgment of the Emperor Maximilian by 

tho Tnited Stales would, in our opinion, have snfficifni influence upon tlie state of the conn- 
try to allow ue to take into cou^idei utioii their suticeptibiiities on this subject; and should the 
cabinet of Washington decide to open diplomatic relations with the oonrt of Uexieo^ wewonld 
see no difficulty to (ntcr in nrran(;en;ent for t]i'> rrcnllof ourtroopa within a reasonable period 
of which we would — might — ton«*ent to fix the teiaiinatiun. 

Id consequence of the vidnage and immenae extent of the common frontier, the United 
States are, more thuTi m y other ]>i>wer, interested to sc'' i}i< ir Irudc with Mexico placed under 
the safeguard of stiixilalions in harmony with the mutual want.* uf bulh countncs. We would 
most rea«Jily offer our good offices to facilit.ite the confhi>*ion of a commercial treaty, thereby 
cementing the political " nipprot hensent" the basi s of which I have just made known to you. 

IJy order of the Kmperor, 1 invito you to make known to Mr. Seward the dispositions of hia 
Majesty's government. 

Voa are authorised, if you thiuk it proper, to read him tte contents of this despatch. 

I remain, 

DROUTH DE LHUTS. 

The Marquis dk Momtbolon, S(e^, igc., tge. 
2$ DC** 
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Mr* Seward to the Mar^iuM de Montholom* ' 

Department of State, 

Wa*h 'tngt<jnt December A, 1^5. 

Sib : I bave tlie lionor to acknowledge the receipt of year oommmiication ol 

the 23(1 ultimo, in n'f,Mnl to the claim of 3I« HsrH. L. Mooler & Oompanj, on 
account of tin ir alli i^cd los^g of thirty-five Ualcs of cotton in conporjuence of the 
Hcizuro of the dteamer Senorita by the Mexican Genenil Corliuat?, who is reported 
to have lauded the cargo ou the Texas side of the Bio Grande, and there to 
bare'dispoded of it. 

In reply, I Lave the honor to inform yon tliat I have xefened tihe eUum to 
the ^-'ecrctary of War for iuvcBligation. 

Accept, Ail, a renewed asjauriiuce of my highest con-^idi ration. 

WlLLiAAi H. SEWARD. 

The Marquis db Montholon. 4v , 4^>» ^c. 



Mr. Seward to tJte Marquis de Monlholon. ^ 

Dbpartment ok Statr, 

Wa-shingtun, December 6, 

Sir : Ilavinj; made known to the President the Emperor',-i views ou Mexican . 
afiairB which you communicated to me on the 29tli ultiinn, T have now the 
houor to inform you of the didpositioa of this government in re-^ard to the e^ame 
Bubject. It eeema proper, however, for me to say, in the finit place, that what 
I have to communiciite has hcen already fully made known to Mr. Bif^elow, 
with authority, in his* dif^cr< n(i:i, t > iinpart the f»amc to Mr. Drouyn de Lhuy?. 

Tiie elicct ol' ihe Enijieror',-! t*ugge.-<iions when the> are reduced to a practical 
shape seems to be this : that France is willing to retire from Mexico as soon as 
ahe may, but that it would be inconvenient for her without first receiving from 
the United States an assorance of a friendly or tolerant disposition to the 
power wliirli h«8 assumed to itf*elf an imperial form in the capital city of 
Mexico. '1 lie President if* gratilied with the assurance you have thus giveti of 
the Emperor's good disposition. I regret, however, to be obliged to say thai 
the coBoition the Emperor suggesta la one which seems ^uite impraetieabie. 

It is true, indeed, that the presence of foreign armies m an adjacent country 
cnuld not, under any circumstances, but cau:«o uneasincj^s and anxiety on the 
part of this f^overnment. It creates for us expenses which are inconvenient, 
not to speak of dangers of collision. Nevertheless, I cannot bat infer from 
the tenor of your communicaiioot that the principal canse of the discontent 
prevailing in the United States in regard to Mexico is not fully apprehended 
by the Emperor's government. The chief cause is not that there is a foreign 
army in Mexico; much Icph does that discontent anVe from the circnm-Jtances 
that that foreign army is a French one. We recognize the right of sovereign 
nations to carry on war with each other if they do not invade our right or 
menace our safety or just influence. The real cause of our national discontent 
i0» that the fVench army w!iich is now in Mexico is inTading a.domestic repub- 
lican frovemment there wliirli wn.-* oHtnblirjhed by her peojilo, nnd with wlif»rn 
the United States sympathize most profoundly, for the avowed purpose of .^up- 
pressing it and establishing upon its ruins a foreign mouarchicjU governmeut, 
whose presence there, so long as it should endure, could not hut be regarded by 
tho peoph> of th<; Ignited States as injurious and moiacing to their own chosen 
and endt-art'd vcpubliean institutions, 

1 admit that the Luited States do not feel themselves called upon to make a 
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war of propagandi:?m tliroiigliout the world, or even on tliia continent, in the 
republican cause. Wo have sufficient faith in the eventual success of that 
eaofle on this continent, through the operation of exfBtins material and moral 
causes, to induce us to acqmescc in the condition of thinge which we fonnd 
existing here, while our own republic was receiving its shape and development. 
On the other hand we have constantly maintained, and still feel h •niid to 
maintain, that the people of every State on the American continent have a 
right to eeenre for themaelTes a republican government if tbej choose, and 
that interference by foreign states to prevent tbe enjo3anent of snch institutiona 
deliberately established is wrongful, and in its effects antagonistical to the free 
and popular form of f^overnment exinting in the United States. We should 
think it wrong as well as unwise, on the part of the United States, to attempt 
to subvert by force monarchical governments in Europe for the purpose of 
replacing them with republieaa institntionB. It seems to us equally ohjcction- 
able'that European states should forcibly intervene in states situated on this 
con tin on t to overthrow republican institutions, and replace them with mon- 
archies or empires. 

Having thus frankly stated our position, I leave the question for the consid- 
eration or France* sincerely hoping that that great nation may find it eompat- 
ibli with its best interests and its high honor to withdraw from its aggressive 

attitude in ^rexieo witliin pome cnnveiiieiit and reasonable time, and thus Irave 
the pt <»ple of that country to tbe tree enjoyment of the system of republican 
government which they have established for themselves, and of their adherence 
to which they have given what seems to the United States to be decisive.and 
eonelnsive, as well as very touching proofs. I am, sir, the more inclined to- 
hope for sudi a solution of the difficulty for the reason that when, at any time 
within the last four years, the question has been asked of any American stites- 
man, or even of any American citizen^ what country in Europe was the one 
which was least likely to experience an aUmation of the friendebip of the 
United States, the answer was promptly given, France. Friendship with 
France has always been deemed important and peculiarly agreeable by the 
American pcoplo. Every AraenVnn citixon deems it no less important than- 
desirable tor the future than for the p;wt. 

The President will be pleased to be informed of the reception which tbe 
Emperor gives to the suggestions which I have now made. 

Accept, sir, the renewed assurances of my very high consideration. 

WILLUM H. SEWARIK 



Marguit de Montkolon to Mr. Seward. 

[TrNulatuni.] 

Lboation of France to the U.mted Statks, 

Wdshington, December 9, 1SG5. 

Sib : I hasten to acknowledge the reception of your excellency's note of the 
6th December, in answer to my communication of the 29th ultimo. 

I will not fail to transmit, without deUy, this important document to the 
government of the Emperor. 

Accept the assurances of my liigh cousideration. 

MONTUOLON. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, Sgc., 4^., 

WtuhimgUm, D. C. 
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Jtfi*. Romero to Mr, 8eword» 

Mrzicam Lboation to thb Unitbd States of AmbbicX, 

WieuAmgUn, October 25, 1865. 
Mr. Secbbtaby: Continmng my transmission to your depctrkmetit of tin 

principal documents tliat can give the United States government an idoa of 
the ])ii:icii)!il events now taking place in Mexico, I now have the honor offend- 
ing to you those mentioned in the enclosed index, some of which were brought 
by the last Bteamer from Vera Onu, and others, although of older date, I think 
important. 

As most significant, I must call your attention to the usurper's proclamation, 
dated in the- city of Mexico, the 2d instant, and to his so-called decree of the 
3d of the same month. la the first, the cx-archduke supposes, contrary to the 
fact, that the oonstitutional President of the Mexican republic bad abandoned 
the national territory, and from this false hypothesis he conelades that the 
defenders of independence, whom he calls bandits, in obedience to orders re- 
ceived from the French, have no leader. It is notliing new for the n!*in-per to 
call those patriots, who sustain the cauac of independence and the institutions of 
Mexico, bandits ; nor is it new for him to treat them as such, with a severity • 
that would be cslled excessive if applied to criminals of the lowest order. He 
showed the same determination in his proclamation of the 3d of November last, 
of which I Hcnt yon a copy. Now Maximilian wishes to regulate this estab- 
lished ."v-^tenj of a.ssaasination by a decree, issued on the 3d instant, creating 
modt informal military tribunals, extending their jurisdiction to every person in 
the country found armed without license from his so-called govemment, regard- 
less to the uumberH ami character of the party he belongs to. In thi.-^ decree, 
excessively tyrainncil, he condemns to death every armed man who i.-^ not a 
French soldier or a traitor; and even those who will profllV r information which 
may aid the defenders of their country ; and sanctions severe penalties for the 
mere act of concealing a patriot or drculating alarming news ; and it has been 
carried out by his French directors, who have been, by the system of courts- 
martial, sending to the scaffold the captive patriots called gu^rntlerott and even 
military otliccrs of the national army, who nmld not be ciilled so. 

This extraordinary severity is inopen contradiction to the studied mild prom> 
ises made in bis first proclamation on landing at Vera*Oruz; which I also send 
10 you, dated the 2dd of Hay, 1864. 

If the Mexican patriots have been waging a legitimate war during the exist- 
ence of the national government on Mexican territory, in the usurper's opinion, 
what must be thought of his conduct in lending himself as a blind int-trumeut 
in this war, and in declaring, when there is no change of circumstances, that 
those fighting in a legitimate war are bandits, and must be assassinated 1 

Under No. 10 I send a copy of the usurper's address delivered the end of last 
month, on the occasion of the erection of a statue to Morelos, in Guarfli<.la .'square, 
city of !JIexico, All the eulogies he makes upon that di^tingui:*hed leader in 
the first war of independence are now literally applicable tu the citizens defend- 
ing the independence of their country in this second war of the same l^ind, and 
equally as just and sacred as the first. With unexampled inconsistency the 
usurper now declares those patriots banditr^, and orders tbem to be assasstuatod 
w ithin a certain time by means of courts-martial. 

I also enclose two protests, made at Tacambaro on the 10th and 24th of May 
last, and signed by several French officers, prisoners of a republican force. In 
them yon will perceive the generous and philanthropic conduct of the Mexican 
troop<4 towards their prisoners, contrasting Strangely with the decieevaiid bar- 
barous conduct of their enemies. 
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I also cnclofie a gonoral order from the army of the contn?, phowing tho most 
receni orgauizuliou of the uutioual forces iu that jpart of the territory of the re- 
pnhlie. 

In codcIubiod, joxl will see among these documents two acts: one passed 
by tlu' town and coimty of Zongolica, in the State of Vera Cruz, and the other 
by the town and county of Juchitan, in the Stato of Oaxnci, h) whicli tiie in- 
Labituutd declare their hostile sentimeuts towards the so-called eoipirc, which 
takes plaAe whenever the force of FreDch bayoneth 18 removed. 

I take advaDtace of tkia occasUm to renew theaaaaianoeB of my distininiislied 
consideration. 

M. BOMEEO. 

Hod. William II. Sbward, ^i^., Sfc., 



A list oj the doeumatts sent bij the Mexuan UgatioHf in Washington^ to the Department of State ' 
fftke United State*, teith k%$ note 0/ Uie 25U 0/ October, ItiOo, on event* recently taken place 

No. 1. July 26, 1865, Act piuMed in the town of Zonpoli***, Stat© of Vora Cruz, jirot^at- 
is? agaioflt mtttrreDtioii and tlie empiiet and offering obedience to the preaident of the re- 
public. 

No. 2. July 27, 18(V). Act passed in Jucliitan, Stntfl of Oaxaca, protestinpj npainst the es- 
tablishment of an empire in Mexico by the French army, and acknowltMlrrln^ the republic. 

No. 3. Order from ^ii«ral*iii*cbief of the army of tbe centre, regulatiiij^' the first division 
of tlie army of tlit- ct iitrt', operating; iti tlic Stati» of Miehoacun. 

No. 4. April 11, IbGo. Protest of au officer and several soldiers of the foreign lo<;i(>n, ex- 
pressing their determination to remain as prisoners of war in Tseembaro, and not figiit against 
tbe repnli!i<'. 

No. f). May 24, I8r»5. Various French prisoners of war protest to remaiu in prison at Ta- 
cnml :i>(j until exclinngfl at cording to the laws of nations. 

No. <;. May '>'>', 1-^G.'). Pn clamation by tbe nsniperto tbe Mexieaaa* published in Vera 

Cruz, on landing at that port. 
No. 7. Novembers, ]d(>4. Tbe usurper to Yelasqnez de Leon, declares that tbe people 

are in bis favor, and his adversaries jnust be persecuted and puntsbed as bandits. 

No. t^. ( )ctobcr'2, l '^r»5. The usurper to the Mexicans. Proclamation asRerting that Pres- 
ident .Tnar»'z had quit the territorj' of Mexico, an<i all di-tVndcrs of tho n inil jc win- durfaw?. • 

•No. d, October it, 1665. Tbe nsnrper to tbe Mexicans. Decree ordering prisoners of war 
to be necnted within twenty-fonr honrs, and those who aid tbe repnblieuM or do not Inform 
on them, iVc, and inipoHinj; .scvrre penalties on citizen.s who do imt nr cnnnot r( si>f fhcni. 

No. lU. September, IHHo. Tlie address of tbeinsurper on the crt>ctiun of the statute of 
Morelos, in Gnardiola square, city of Mezioo. 

IQNO. MABI8CAL. 

Wasuixgton, October 25, 1865. 



[Enclosure No. 1. — ^Translation. J 

In the town of Zongolica, ch'cf town of the canton of the same rnmr\ in the State of 
Vera Cru/., on the twenty-sixth «it July, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-tive, iu tbe 
room of the town hall, assembled the persons whose names are signed to tiiis act, and pr^* 
sided over by Lrandro Alniador, wlio stated the obj(>ct of the moetinff'. 

Whereaa the j^iroposition of foreign intervention was accepted by .>*omo of tbe towns of the 
republic of Mexico in consideration of offers made to sustain the government legally estab- 
lished in the countrj*, and this promise has not been kept, nor can it bo, for the interveners 
■with thf'ir partisans, deceiving and imposing upon the people, have pretended to establish a 
monarchical government that can never be approved by any loyal Mexican, bfonnst^ it is not 
lM;itimate, and their emperor was elected by a small number of persons who met in the capi- 
tal and determined upon bis inauguration. This was called a meeting of notables, (and in 
fact they wi-rc all notable traitors to tln ir conntry, ) mid was t vifli-ntly illegal, for the states 
had not a single representative. Thus wrongfully established, this illegal governinent has 
given open evidence of Instability, and tbe free children of AnAhuac will never pi^nnit a 
Foreign despot, supported by bayonets, to contml their destiny. Hut if tho intervcr . r- had 
allowed tbe Mexicans a free election, the government so constituted would have bi i u con- 
•Sdwed kqplimate, wbeieaa il now wants eveiy ftatare of kgltimaey in its oonstitatioo. 
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Tberdbre, keeping In mliid Ao laered principlet (tf €tM> kwt ot vations, pertaininf; to ft 
tH .>])!( w In > ( onipn !iL lid tbeii duUci ftod desiio to shake off the yoke of tymuiy, this asseai- 

oly liuK resolved tin follows: 

1. The canton of Zougolica disavows the govenunent of Mftsimilian fts illegal, beeeiise it 

has not been ripliffuli}- ef tnhlislied. 

2. li aeluiowledgei> ad legitimute the goTorament of citizen Benito Juarez, wherever he 
may be, became Iw was lawfolly inaugiuated Piendent ftceordiog to the provisions of ear 

3Iexican codes. 

VI. Tliest' resolntions, intending to defend onr independence, Bcknowledf^e as chief he who 
niMv 1*( at the h<-ud of tlio national troops by lep^al appointnieiit. 

4. All urgent steps to be taken in oar cause are leii to the leader of the troops in this piaoOt 
as he is rightfoUy entitled to anthoritj. 

Sipned by I-ieandro Almador, Gumecindo Altemirano, Vicente Lebriia, Rafael Puentes, 
Pedro Joatiuiu CerA uiites, Teoilnro Altaiiiiraiio, Nicolas Tar\'aleta, I't dro G. Telles, for the 
serp'uiils ; Margari'tu Parrcra and Jost'; Fraui iseo Geria, for the corjK)!Hls; Leaiidro Luna 
and Placidii Gonzales, for the fioldiers ; Jos(; Maria Alfaro and Manuel Coutrerus. Luis G. 
•Putiitos, Ypnacio (Juevora, Gorepnrii' Purra, Estanutlao Altoiuliuino, Joso G. Como, IJafael 
Meudez, ^^antiago Galicia, Jos^ Maria Luna, Joa6 M. Valiejo, Joiio Auto. Cal, Jose M. 
'J'l llo, Luis Garcia, Cristobal Sosales, Mignel Martinea, Mannal Qaieiai Loraoao Cano^ Mid 
Fraucisc4 Luna. 

Before me, 

yOXACIO S. MENDIZAVAL, Secretary. 

A tmeeopj. 

YGNACIO MENDIZAVAL, 

Secretrajf of the Command, 

20NG0LICA, Jmtg 96, 1866. 
AtmecopT. 

JOS£ ANTONIO RUIZ, Secreioiy. 

Tlacotalpam, Amgutt % 1865 

A true copy. 

IGNO. HARISCAL. 

Wasuingtun, October 25, 1665. 



[Enelosnre No. 3.— Tiaashition.] 

THE lOLlTABT COlOfAND OF THE DISTRICT OF JUCHITAN. 

In the town of Jncbitan, on the i? t li if July, 1 ~r»r), the town eonneil. the people, and the 
lr<iops of Jiichitan and San Blan, of Ti liuantejiec, hnviiirr as«endiled in the hall of sessions, 
utjikr the prc-j^itieiicy of the citizen political chief, to consider the afl'airs of the coiuitry ; 
having stated the chief objeets of the meeting, after a short discnssion, the following resola- 

tions were adopted : 

Wlierens Juchitan has always been one of the most loyal districts in defence of the repub- 
lic and of liberal institutions, and has been abused by a few persons who wisht-d to sell their 
country to a bold adventurer, announcing falsely that this district was disposed to aeknowl* 
edge the perishing empire now established in the city of Mexico, and upheld only by Freneh 
bayonets : 

iielieving it to bo the dutjr ot every Mexican who loves independence and his country, and 
the government established by the spontaneous and ftee will of the cltlsens, to banish every 

suspicion of treachery imputed to him by misirable enemies, and to confiadicf them solemn- 
ly ; to show their determination to defend tiie autonomy of their country at every sacritice ; 
and holding it a sacred obligation of every good citizen to let his country know wh^Us 
Mtttinients are in regard to it, tlic jieople of Juchitan, fulfilling this duty, declare : 

1. That they have not nor will they ever recognize the ini|)erial goveruineiit establishtMi 
by French bayonets in Mexico, taking advantage of its weakness, and imposing upon the 
pcop]. Hr^ riist their liee will, diepeading only on the feeble support a few spurious Mexicans 
can lend liiem. 

3. That they irill reslit that government by all meaoa In their power, and oppose all an* 

thorities and decrees emanating from it. . 

3. They n?spect and observe the authorities and deerees ordained by the constitution of 
1^.'>4 II nd the refoxmed laws, as whatever tends to national ladependenoe and temtoiial 

integrity. 

4. They solemnly protest against all that has been said about their adcnowledsing tfaa 

empire, as it is absohitely false, for this part of the country has always considered that fimn 
of guv. niinent as illegitimate and opposed to national sovereignty. 

b. Co]>ic9 of these nrocecdiugs shall be transmitted to the governor and military com- 
manUerof the fipee and soveieign 8tato of Oazaca, that hj him tfaay may ha rsmittod to tlie 
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ciril and ndlttwj chief of dw Mttoni eoalidoo, weD aa lo oIlMroflieen andrnffitaiy cUeft 

of the rppublic. 

Ami w) the iiiwtiiip: clowd, witli tlio f«»Il<»vv injj signaturoa to this tlocumcnt : 
Signed by Cosine D. CTonies, I at lientenant : Luis P. Hanieipal; FeliciHUo Torres, mayor; 
Jos6 de Jesus Nicolas, Anastacio Giron, Pantaloon JitncnM, Mariano Martinez, Riifino 
Pineda. Mariano Ouerra, Pedro E>4leb»n, Pedro Vicente, Koliciano Castillo, Dionisio Torres, 
C«»loiiel P. Gallefro.s, Apoluniu Jiiuencs, AnastnRio Caslillo, Naznrio de Is Rosa, Angustia 
Gutierrez, Mariaao Martiuez, Albino Koblnna, Miguel Yarquex, Antonin Omzeo, Alr xnndro 
Lopes, Uentenuifc B. Murtinei, Uaanel B. Ortis, Qmndo Ihiiii, ^^liguel Lopez, liegiuo ' 
Sanclu'z. 

A certified eopgr; 

G03LEZ 

JUCBITAV, Jwig 28, 160R. 



[EneliwiiTe N(k 3.— l^onalAtiQii.] 

OntertU crdtr ^ lis cMtrel army— 2>M(r{&irtion oj its foretg. 

The dtlsen general-in-chief of the armj has dispoeed that the fixBt division be organized in 
the following ntauner: 

Its commander-in-chief is citixeu Brigadier General Vicente Riva Palouo ; and its second, 
citizen Qeneral Nicolas Refrolee. :« 

The first Itrijjftde, under the command of r'tizon General T?i>pnles, second in command of 
the division, shall be couHMMed of the first, Hecond, third, and fuurth battalions of Michoacan, 
second corps of lancen of^ the reipilAr army, oecond 1anr«rs of Toluea, and third of Michoa* 
can, (formerly Crthallos hinfers,) am! the Solurio sertinn, with a half mountain battery. 

The second brigade sIihII be tunned by the iifth, sixth, and Heventh battalionj^of &fiehoa- 
can, the first corps of Toliira lancers, third of (he sanie, (formerly the Piichuca squadron,) 
with a «( < fi"ii of niuuntain artillery, the wlmle coiiiiiiniuli .l*I)y cinzt-n Coloiiel Pedro Oarela. 

The third brigade, under command of citizen Colonel Ignaciu Ztpeda, shall be formed of 
the eighth Midwacan battalion, the seventh corps of parmaoeak lamoera, Uie corpa of active 
Jalisco lancers, with a section of mountain artillery. 

The fourth brigiidf, under command of citizen General Estevan V. Leon, flhall be com- 
posed of the Zitac uaro f'ort* f<, th<* Guerrero hmce corps, commanded by Colonel Castillo, 
and the southern expeditionary section of Toluco, with a section of moantain artillery. 

The fifth brigade, commanded by citizen Colonel Leonardo Taldes, aliall ba ooniposed of 
t}i<' Ts'iMK z ]>uttHH<>ii. and the firai and leeond aquadRmi the Hnatdmo loyala, wiui • saa- 
ttun of mouutaiu anillerv. 

The Oamiea seetioa shall be eompoeed of tbe tenth Mieboaean batlaliaD, and Aa fiiat oorpa 
of lanrc r!» of the sanio State , f' rnii i ly called the liberty lancers. 

The Kuuda section shall \n- ciiniiiosed of the ninth Michoacau battalitm, and the second 
laoeers of the same StAt<-, formerly ti.e Puniandiro lancers. 

Citizen Colonel Jom* Maria Mmdi z fMivaK-s sliull Kt- mrijor j^^t'iMTal of tlic division. 

C'itlz«*u Lieutenant Coliuitl Luis Santa Maria Cruzado shall ho adjutant of the first l>rifr."»de ; 
citizen Stiuadron Commander Lorenzo CoTitrcra.s shall be adjutant of the second bripade ;. 
citizen Lieutenant ColonelJos^- Maria(iome% llumaran Khali U< adjutant of the third brigade ; 
citizen Lieutenant Colonel Carlos Castillo, of the fourth brigade; and citizi-u 8(|Uad Com- 
mander .Jesus Burajas, of the fit'th brigade. 

Citizen Commander Fernando Gonzales shall be commissary of the first dirision ; dtiaen 
Captain Mignal Alvarado, coinmisBaiy of the firat brigade ; Trinidad Valdai, of i3t» oeeoikd ; 
i^inion Becarra of tba third, and the fourth and fifth brigadea ahall retain thdr present pur- 
veyors. 

* 

By supremo command : 

Major AOUIUUE. 

Comnranieated : . 

F. 6. AOUIRRE. 

A tmaaop/. 



[Endoanra Ko. 4.— TmnalaUoii.] 

We, iba undarslgrned, wounded in the battle of to-day, in tbft dCj, and a«eepting the ofibr 

of the commandor-iTi-rliicf of tlie republican army of the centre to let us reinuin bci-' on 
aci Munt of our condition, not being aulo to travel, and in accordance with tbe ruU-s ut war, 
))r<>iiiise upon our word of lionor to remaitt here as prisoners of war to the iaid general-in- 
chii f, and not to leave or take np arms againsttha lorcea of the republic, even when invaded 
or tM'cupied by the enemy of that army. 

The conmiander of the Belgian forces esp**cially, who was in the place before the attack, 
binds iumaelf by his word of lionor, and the foiur soldiers attending him, to remain aa priaonera 
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itndor the game conditknw M tie oth«r wounded B«lgi«iit who sign Uiis pretooi with him 

uu(J Llis atteiidautg. 

Wo abo declare that wo stgo this protest n^thout coninul^ion of any kiuJ whatever, aud 

only on nccnnnt of the kindneHH of the comnmnilt r-iii-cijii f of the republicaa annjr of the 

txutrp, who respects the rights of huniauity an<l the law ot nations. 
Done in Tacanibaro on the 1 1th of April, 1 •?«'►;'>. 

Signed bv Major Teyjrad, Captain Sc-'irimager, Lieutenant Carlot, soldiers; Pierre Schooe, 
Pierre Cortnout, Dclunge, (sergeant,) Briart, FMers, JoM^^ph i^peudurs, Frederick Frevens, 
Desmit, (muHieiaoi) KaUer, (ooipoial,) Ziffan, and manj otheis. 

A true cop7. 

Tacambabo, ilTof 84, l&d6. 



[Sadooofo Ko. 6.— Tiiiif1at{on.J 

Ptiiegt mad* tc Oimtnd Sdaxar, at TaeamAafO, cAi l(kh of May, I8G5, by Joseph Alfred Wmm- 
(irrharh. (strgeant,) LtopoU Amw* Md iVoiifoM Bfnelum, Jint r€gimatU tmanttt 

priioners of war. 

Gi'ucral Salazar, chief of the third division of the republican annj, wiabing us to be as 
comfortable as posnibk*, beinft bis prisoners, and thinhiDfi^ the town of Reyas would he a 

bt>tt»r )i1:i(f fnr U8, has decreed as follows: 

Jst. That he has the beet li-elin^«< for uh, on nccmtnt of the ezcbanee proposed bj Baroa 
Neii^e, commander of the French fui ci - to we belong, nowinMotelw; thatthitex- 
chance was delaved heciui^e they lioj>e(l to hewr good news from commanders nenr inir forces, 
aud in caj-e of captures there, it would be prelcrred to exchange tliem instead ol" utbuis of 
more di»itanl divisions. 

2d. As General Salazar believes it will bo better for us, he has Lad us brought to Reye«, 
requiring a protest, on word of honor, that when set at liberty we w ill consider ourselves 
as j>ri?.ouer8 of war till exchanged. We make this protest in due fonn, binding ourselves 
not to violate it, bat to regard it as a treaty made on oar word of honor, to be confirmed bj 
Baron Ifcigro, confonnablj to the laws or war. 

3d. This protest shall be made duplicate, in French and Spanish, one COpgr tO VOmiun in 
General iialasar's hands, the other to be retained by us, the subscribers. 

J. A. WANDERBACH, 

Captain of 2iBM»St. 
L. LE SUEUli. 
BONCUON. 

UlLITAltT ComT OF TBB TmRD DIVISION. 

The preceding protest was made hefim me, mililaiy iadge of fhia division, and in the 
presence of the cittaen secretaxr. 

GUILLEKMO SAM U DIG. 

BosEKDO Taureoci, SKntary. 

Tacambaro, JTof 24, 186S. 

A tnie copy : 

J. MENDOZA, flteretary. 



C^Belorave No. O^Transtotion.] 

^ PBOCLAMATIOK. 

MexicakS: Yen hare longed for my presence. Your noble nation, by a universal vote, 
has elected nie henceforth the guardian ot your de^tinits. I gladly obey your will. Painful 
as it has been for nie to bid farewell forever to my own, my native country. I have done so, 
bein^ convinced that tbe Alniiglity has pointed out to nto, tbrough you, the great and noble 
duty of ilevotiiig all niy might iiud heart to the care of a [(eoplc who, ut lu-t tlied of war and 
disastrous contests, sincerely wisl» for peace and prosperity — a people who, having gloriously 
obtained their independence, desire to reap the betients of ctviilxation and of true progress, 
only to be attained thronpli a stuhle conslitutioiuil p>vernn)ent. The reliani ( li.at ymi place 
in lue, and 1 in you, will be crowned by a brilliant triumph if we remain always steadfa«>tly 
united in courageously defendinf^ those ^rm\ principles which are tbe only true aud lasting 
bases of niod<-rn government, tln sf ]>! iiu i|i!. s i f i.ilal)!t' mid imninfahio jn-Jticn, the eqiini- 
ity oi all im n before the law ; equal Hdvuntiijr^ s tu all in attaining positions of trust and 
hunor, socially aud pulitlcally ; complete and w ell-defined pmonal ilDOrtyf consisting in pn>> 
tectiou to the individual and the pi iitt'> t-iiii of liis properly; eucouragemeni t.) iIh- mirii.iiHl 
wealth, improvement.'i. in agricultui«s luiniii}^, and manufactures; the estaluii-iuueut ol uew 
Un«s of coumiunicatiou for an extensive commerce: and lastly, tbe free development of intel- 
ligence in ail that relates to public w elfare. Tbe blessing' of God, and with it progress and 
liberty, will not aurely ba wanting if all parties, under the guidance of a strong uatioual gov- 
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arnment, nnite togetlMr to acoomplifih what I bttve jmt indicated, and if we continue to be 
animuU'd by that religions sentiment which haa made onr beauiifol ooontiy ao prominent 
ert'U in the moat troublons periods. 

The civilizing Hajf ot" Fruiice, raised to such a high position by her nol)lo EriijH'ror, to 
whom jrou owe the new birth of order and peace, represents those principles. Hear what, 
in sincere and disinterested words, the diief of bta amij UAd you a few months since, being 
the n.t'-><« ii<:iT of a new wn uf hniipiuess: "ETeij oountiy whidi baa wished for a great 
future iias b«come great aud powerful." 

Follo«irInff in tbls eonrse, it we are nnitod, loval, and firm, Ood will grant na strength to 

leach that drpn'e of prosperity wliicli is the dKjict r)f' our nmMtion. 

HcxicnnH ! The future, of juur beautiful cuuutry is coutrulled by jourselTes. It« future is 
jonrs. lu all that relates to mjself, I offer yon a sincere will, a hearty loyalty, and a firm 
detenoiuntiou to respect thelawsaoid to canse them to Iw re^MCled bjr an ondeviating and 

all-ethcieut aulliurity. 

Ify strength re8U» in Ood and in your loyal confidence. The banner of independence is 
my symbol; my motto you know nlrouly, " Equal justice to all." I will be faithful to this 
trust tlirough ull uiy life. It is my duly conscientiously to wield tlio sceptre of uuthoriiy, 
and with firmness the sword of honor. 

To the empress is confided the sacred trust of devoting to the coontiy all the noble senti- 
ments of Christian virtue and all the teachings of a tender mother. 

Let lis iiiii!!' to nach the froiil of om r,)iniiiou desin-s ; let us forjsret p!i«t ■borrows; let us 
lay aside party hatreds, and the bright morning of peace and of weli-deeerved happiness will 
dawn glorionsly on onr neiw. empire. # 

UAZIHILIAN. 

V£RA CRUZ, Mag 28, 1664. 



££nclosare No. 7. — ^Translation.] 

Mir Dear Mixister Vf.i.asquez rn: T,kon: On returning from my laborions jnumer 
into the department of the iuterior, durinjjf which I have received in every city, town and 
▼iUagethe sincerest proofs of symimtliy Hud the most cordial enthusiasm, I diive <lerived two 
important truths. The first is, thut the empire is a fact firmly bfts<-tl upon the lirm will of 
the iuiuieubc majority of the nation, and that in it there is depicted a forui ot governniKUt of 
real progress, and one tliat suits best the wants of the people. The second is, that this im- 
mense minority is desirous of peace, trnnquilliiy and justice — blessings that it expects and 
anxiously aslcs of my government, and which I, keeping in view my sacred duties to God 
and the pt ojlie who lm\ e clmsen me, am resolved to give them. 

Justice will have for its foundation institutions suitable to the epoch, and in which I am 
laborinf^ with ttneea-siug zeal. To re-establish peace and tranquillity throngh all this fine 
extciiNive country, ami to ])romote with speed its prodigious riches, my govenimcnf is do- 
teruiiiied to employ ail its ctforts and energy. If until now it has showu forbearauce to ita 
political adversaries, to allow them time to icnow the national will and nnite tbeirselves to it, 
henceforth It is under tbo iniptrious obligation to combat tlnin, fir their biviiTur no loiicir 
bears a political creed, but is only u pretext for ri)bbery and tilaughter. My dntji's oJ .s»»vt»r- 
eigu oblige me to protect the people with an arm of iron; and in order to correspond to the 
wi.-^hes loudly cxj)re^^ell froui all nnrts, we declare, as head of the imtiou. with a full con- 
scioui-uess of uur hnen d mission anu of the duty imposed upon us, that all the gangs of aruied 
men who Mill ii:ii;^t some parts of our beautiful country, desolating it, disturbing and tlirent- 
ening the htti'l-wuikiiijj citizen in his hihor and liberty, must bo considered as bands of 
bauuiiti, juid tail, iu cousecpieuce, under the intlexible and inexorable severity of the law. 
We, therefore, command all functionaries, magistrstesandmilitary commanders of the nation 
to pursue and destroy them with all their power. If our government respects every political 
opinion, it cannot tolerate criminals who break tho first of libertiea which it is called upon to 
protect — that t>f tlie per.scui and that of property. 

Given at the palace of Mexico, the 3d of November, 18C4. 

MAXIMILUN. 



tEndosnre Xo. P.— Tran.Hlation.3 
I'KOCLAMATION. 

Mexicans: The canse which Don Benito Juarez upheld with so much valor and constancy 
auccuuibed some time since, not only 15 the national will, but to the very law which that 
leader invoked in support of his claims ; and to-day even the bandits, into which tin* par- 
tSaans of the cause have degenerated, have been abandoned by the departure of their chief 
from his native soil. The national government was for a long time indulgent, extending 
clemency so far as to pivr tluisc mi^f^nided men who were iirTiorant of the raels an oppor- 
tunity io joiu the great uuyority of thu nation, and once mure puritue the path of duly, lu 
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this thp povernmcnt wns snrrc's^fnl, nnd honornble mm ranpeJ themselves nnder its banner 
with coniidenco in (la- ju^^t and lil)eral principles by which iu poliov is Kliniwd. The cau«e 
of ditorder was snstainVd only by a ft-w leaders, whose pMliOllffit !!!' ! tli« ir patriotism ; by 
tbf> most demoralized of tho Itiwer cIh^mps, too ij^norant to comprtlieml politiml priaciples» 
and by a lawless soldiery, Kuch as always rcuiains tlio ia-^^t sad veati^:^ of civil war. 

From liencefoitb tin* contest will be solely between the respectaVde men of the nation and 
bauds of criminals and hishwayinen. There can be no mora leniency, as it will benetii. only 
bands of men who-bnrn Tillages and rob and assasoinale peaoeftil dtisens, decrepit old men, 
and defenclf SM women. 

The government, strong in its power, will from this day forth administer punishment in 
texilily, as called Sir by tbeUwa of dTiUsatioii, tho figbta of Imnuu^ty, and the reqnira 
BMota of waonhtj, 

MAXIMILIAN. 

Mexico, Oetobtr 9, 16GS. 



[EnclofDfe No. 9.— Translation.] 

DECREE. 

Wo, Maiimiliano, emperor of Mexico, by the advice of our oooncil of ministers and of 
Ofrr eonndl of state, do decree as follow: 

AitTH l.r. 1, All persons belonj^iiig to nrm^d bnnds or societies not legally ftnt1iorize<l, 
whether of a political nature or not, whatever be the number of those forming the baud, or 
its orKfanisatlon, cbaractAr, or denomination, shall be tried by a conrt^martial, and, if fbnnd 

puilfy, if only of tlit^ act of U-loiip-itifr to «iich a bjind, tlicv ^Imll bo condemm'd to capital pun- 
ishment, which shall be executed within the twenty-lour hours next ensuing after tlie declara- 
tioD of the sentence. 

Arth i.k '2. r.'rsons belonging to tho bands describod in the foregoing urtidc, when caitglit 
using arms, shall be tried by tho commandant of the force making the capture, who, withm 
tweuty-four hotirs after such apprehension, shall cause the offence to be verbally investigated, 
bearing the offender in his own defence. A record of such investigation sfiall be written 
down, terminating with the sentence, which shall bo to capital punishm<*nt should the 
offender be found guilty, if eveu solt-ly of the fact of iM-loiiiring to tlit^ band. Tlie eomniand- 
iue officer shall cause the seuteuce to be executed wiihiu twenty-four hours, allowing the 
duorit to receive splritoal eonmlatlon ; and after execution of the sentence tne said officer 
will f'lnvnrd a record of the procci dinirs to tin- iiiiiiistt-r of war. 

Article 3. Exemption from theneualtv decreed iu the foregoing articles shall be allowed 
Bobdy to such persons as may be able to show that they were roreibly kept with the band, or 
that they met with it aceideiitally 

Articlk 4. If, upon holding an investigation, as prescribed by article 2, evidence shonid 
appear tending to the presumption that the prisoner had hwu toreibly kept with the ban<l, 
without having conunitted any off>'uce, or that, without belonging to sndi a band, be 
had accidentally lullen in with it, then in such case the conunanding officer shall not pro 
nounce sentence, but fonverd the presunied offender, together with u written statement oi 
the proceedings, to the proper court-martial, in order that the latter may try the case in ao- 
cordauce with article 1. 

Articles. The following persons slmll 1h' lri<'d and sent< nc il conformably to article 1 of 
this decree: ]. All who yoiuntanly asii&t guerillas with money, or give them auy other 
•peeies of material aid. 9. Those who may give them informimoD, news, cht advice. 3. 
Those who voluntarily transfer or sell to gnerillas, knowing them to bo gasriUaa, amifl, libiMB, 
amniuniiion, provisions, or any other articies useful in waorfare. 

AuTti ].K (i. The following persons shall also be tried in aocovdance with article 1, viz: 1. 
Those whomainlain relations with guiM illits indicuting connivance with them. 2 Those vTho 
voluntarily or knowingly t oiio ai gm?iilla^ in tht-ir iiouses or buildings. 3. Tiiose who cir- 
enlate orally or in ^vriung false or alarming reports tending to disturb the public peace, and 
snch as make any demonstration agidnstthe same. 4. All proprietors or administrators of 
country estates who neg](>ct to give the anthoritiee immediate information of the passage- of 
any band through their iiropoi ty. The offenders mentioned in sections I and 2 of tliis article 
shall be panished by imprisonment of from six mouths to two years' duration, or with from 
one to tnree months* confinement with hard labor, according to the gravity of Ae offraee. 
Any person nllndi'd to in section 2, who may be a ]>areiif, child, husbuiid, wife, brother, or 
sister ot tiie party coucealed shall not suffer the penalty above iiroscribed, but shall remain 
under the surveillance of the authorities during such a period as the court-martial may direct. 
All included in section 3 of this article Khali be punished by the imposition of a fine of from 
$<^.') to 1^1, (MtO, or itnnrisonnient of from one to twelve mouths, according to the gravity ot 
the otb nee. Those includi'd in section 4 of thia article shall be puniahea by the imposition 
of a fine of from $mu to $2,1KJU. 

Article 7. The local authorities in villages who fUl to give immediate notice to their 
•npeiior anthoritiea of tho passage of aay armod body of men through their Uinits shall be 
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ptinlsbtMl pnbemntoriiilly by the said suporior ftuthoritir". l>y flic iinposition of a fine of fipom 
^UU to 5":2.'M»», or with iinprisoiiaient from tlirt-e mouths up i., two \vavn in diinition. 

ArTK-'Li: r^. Any r< .sidcut of avillHp> or town whti, afu-r learning; of tlio approach or tmi^ 
of nn armed body of men through Ihv dintrict, shiill fail to nutity the auUloritifiS of the MOMt 
slmii be subjected to the payment of a tine varying from to i^tOO. 

Article U. All tbo male inhabitants of any town between tlie a$ro8 of eighteen and fif^y* 
five, and free from physical disability, are required, in the event of the town being threatened 
by any hmttile band, to come forwai^i for ita defence Immediately Tipon b«in<; called upon ; 
and should (hey ret'us.' to u f , tli' } -luill be jiuni.slied by a fine of from $.'» to ?fJUO, or by from 
fifteen dayn' to four mouthti' impritiomnent. bbould the authorities deem it more adviiiublo 
to pnniHh the town for not hsyinfr defended itaelf, a fine of firom $'200 to 08,000 maj be im* 
poM <l. .iikI the Slime shall bo paid jointly bj thoflo lohuing to come forward for the defenoa 
oi' the j.luLe. US jHuvided by this article. 

AiiTu r.K m. All proprietors or administrators of lan<1ed property who, although able to 
defend themselves, sliall take no fttcps to prevent the iiiv.i-ii.n of guerillas or other outlaws, 
Of who .shuU fail to notify tbo neareat military poi»t wiihout delay of auch occupation, or who 
shall reecive w oru-out or wounde<l . horses liiBlongj:^: t-i hiwlesji bands ui)on their property, 
without iufurmiug the said autboritie8,>ballbe puuishodby a fine of from 8 1 UO to i^OUO, ao* 
oordini^ to the frmvity of the offence; and if of snffident gravity, they may be consi«ied to 
piison and handed over to the pro|H'r court-martial, to Ite iiied in accnrdaiieo with tlwi laW. 
The tine shall be paid by the offender to tho revenue uflicer for th<- district wherein tbe pVOp* 
arty may be situated. The first proTision of this article shall apply to villager. 

ARTKI.K II. Any official, whether political, military, or innnii ijial, who <]i::V t'lil tn ]iro- 
cted cuurtiriiiably to the provisions of this law against parties who may be churi^etl wiili the 
otlences mentioned, or against those suspected of having conunitted the Hame, shall l>e pan* 
iished ^.tiliematorially by a fine of from to Al,(i()0; and shnuld it ajipear that such nej» 
Ifcct ai<'>f fioin comjdicity with the dolinijueuLo, the said otticial Mhuil, by order of the gov- 
ornmeiit, be haudi;d over to a court-martial, in Older that he may be doly tried and apeultj 
decreed suitable to the gravity of the offence. 

AiyriCLB 1:2. Robbers sbafi be tried and sentenced in accordance with article I of thla 
decree, whatever may bo tho manner and l in umstances of the robbery. 

Akticxe 13. Tht! sentences of death rendered for the crimes described in Huh decree tihall 
be ex«cut<*d within tlie periods stated, and no petitions for pardon will be received. When 
a senleiicii other than capital ib ri m; Ini d aj,'ainst a foreigner, af?er recor<l h:\< (teen made of 
tho seUifUce, tin- jroverumout may use ila privilege to expel all dun^'enms fmeiirners from 
the national teiriu>iy. 

An I'M I r. 1 t. l "i;ii amnesty w ill he graiiU d to all w ho have belonged or do now belong to 
aniK-.l 11 1 , !-, if tlu-y pn sfMit tin iu^elvis to tie authorities I.et'ore the loth of November next: 
providi li ilways that they have committed no Other otTence, reckoning from the date of the 
present decree. The autboxitiea wiU take posicasion of the arms of such as present them- 
ielves for amnesty. 

Ahtu i.K !.'>. Tlie govenumnt reaezres the right to deelare whan the proTisiona of this 

decree shnll cea»e. 

Our miutsteirs are intmstod with the exeention of this df'cree aa for as each ia oonoemed, 
and they will issue the necessary orders for its "Strict observance* 
Given at the palace of Mexico on the ;;d of ( Jetober, IttGD. 

IffATTMTT.TAW . 

Hie minister of foreign affairs, charged with tiie minNtrv of gtato, 

JOf^£ r.'KAMlKEZ. 

The minister of war, 

* JUA^ D£ DIGS P£ZA. 

The minister of improvement, 

LUIS B0BLE8 PEZUELA. 

The minister of the interiort 

JOSfi MABU ESTEVA. 

The minister of jiiado6k 

I'EUKO ESCUDEKO Y ECUAiJOVA. 
The minister of public instraction and religious worship, 

MANUEL 8ILICEO. 

The sub'Secretary of the treasury, 

FBANCI800 D£ P. CESAB. 



[Enclosure No. 10. — Translation, j 
ADDKKSS. 

Mkxicans: Wo celebrate to-duy the memory of a man bom in obscuritv, from tlio lowest 
ranjis of the people, and who occupies now one of the highest and most illuatrious plai-es in 
the gloriooa history of our ccnmtiy. A xepreaontatiTe of tho mixed moei, to whom man's 
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n1«o prI'V, onfmcr'nf:' flip snblime precepts of onr pospel, refTi<?prl to grant wlint liv to 
them, L« has written his name in golden letters on the pages of immortalitj. IIuw haa bs 
doneUf Witb two qnallties which are theviitne*- of a true dtisen: the patriotism and 
Conm^R of nil indomitable conviction. 

Hi' whiitfil ih*i independence of his country ; ho wanted it with the conscion^uess of tiw 
justice of his cause; and God, who helpa always those who hmn fiuth in their miitsion, had 
^IUmI him with thi^poculinr qiialitii's of a ^Tcfit Ictidi-r. We have seen the huinbh' '.nn »f the 

Eeople triumph on thi* biittle-licld ; we saw Li-.n, a jxYor cumte, govern the i>ruviucf4 under 
is commana in tha ditHcuit moments of their painful regeneration; wasaw him die in shed- 
ding blood like a martjr to fn^edom and inde|>endence ; but ihia man will live forever, Sat 
the triuuiph uf his principles is the ba.sis of our nationality. 

As a free and democratic country, Mexico has tiie happiness to show the historj- of ita 
regeneration and freedom represented by heroes belonging to all classes of human society, 
«»fall the races who form now an indiTisible nation. 

This happiness constituto.s its futurity. Kvery one of then ha^ worked with the same 

Ctriutic zeal for the good of the cuuutiy. All of' them have tbo same rights of enjoying tha 
nefits of their ardnoas taslt, and thtis to proclaim eqnalit j, whieh ia the only and trne basla 
of a iintifui which retspt'cfs it^flf. 

Let the movement wliich we inaufjurato to-day for Morello's one hundredth anniversary 
be a stimulant to new ^neratious, so that they leam from the gretti titiiea tha q;na]itict 
which make the inyincibla atrangth of oar natkui. / 
True copy : 

IQirO MABISCAL. 

WASBOfOTOH, Oetokr 25^ 1865. 



Mr, Corwin to Mr. Seward, 

[Extracts.] t 

No. 14.| Legation of thb United States op America, 

Mexico, October 28, 1S65. 

Sir: T have to acknowl( i]<;t' the receipt of your despatclie? No:^. 105 and 
106, dated, respectively, September 14 and 30. Tbey were both received by 
me yesterday morning. 

In my dcf; patch No. 13» of September 10, 1 informed you that ^r. F. ]^^a^lIy» 
formerly of Washington, would probably be appointed by Maximilian " impe- 
rial cnrnmissioner of immigration." Since that time he has received thif :ip- 
pointmeat, become a naturalized Mexican citizen, and been named honorary 
eoansellor of state. J. B. Magrudcr, formerly an officer In tlie regalar army of 
tbe United States, and lately a general in the confederate army, iiaa ako be- 
come a Mexican citiaen, and been charged with the BuperviBion of the survey of 
landB for colonization. Their sch<'me for bringing planters from the I'nited 
States to Mexico promises even thus early to prove an almost complete failure. 
I mention these gentlemen on account of the prominent positions which one of 

them, at least, has held nnder the United States government * 
a • # • • • • 

On the 13th nf this month Colonol "Ramon Mendez, with four hundred infan- 
try and three hundred cavalry eoldiLT.-^, overtook and defeated, at Santa Ana 
Ainatlan, the liberal forces, amounting to one thousand men, mostly infantryi 
under the conraand of General Salasar. The imperialists took prisoner Arte- 
aga, general-in-cbief of the army of the centre ; Salazar, the general command- 
ing and governor of the department ; four colonels, five lieutenant coloneli?, eight 
eaptaini^, and many oilier subaltern oftioers. They also captured four hundred 
of the troop, the armament, horses and park. 

It has been reported here for the last three da3r8, and generally believed, that 
on the 21st instant General^ Arteaga and Salazar and the four colonels were 
shot in Uruapan. No official aoeonnt oi^die disposition made of (hem has been 
published. 

• ••••• a 

The second of this month» Maximilian issued an addieas to the Mexican peo* 
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pie, wbicb be begins by Baying: «The cause wbkb Don Benito Juaies bus* 

taiued with so much valor and conatancv liaa now fallen, not only by the nar 
tional will, but before the law itself, which this chief invoked in aid of his till* p. 
To-day even the little band into which said cauae degenerated is abandoned 
by the departure of its cbief from bis native country." lie then goes on to say 
that the national government for a long time bae been indulgent and prodigal 
of its clemency, in order to allow those who had been misled, who did not know 
the facts, to unite thernsolvos to tli'- mnjority of the nation, and place themselves 
again in the path of duty; but that this indulgence now ci^"!^, as thope alone 
who burn towns and who rob and assassinate peaceable ciLucu;>, miserable old 
men, and defenceless women, wonld profit by it. 

In accordance with the idea contained in the above-mentioned address, on the 
3d instant a decree was published, the first article of which declares that all 
those who may belong to armed band,^ which may not be h trnlly authorized, 
whether thev proclaim or not any politiciU pretext, and whatever may be the. 
number of those who form the band, their organization and the character and 
denomination which they may give theini^elves. shall be judged by coorti!*mar- 
tial, aiid if found guilty, although it may be only of tli(? fact of lu ltmging to the 
band, nhall be condemned to capiuil puniglinient and executed within twenty- 
lour hours. Other articled provide for the punishment of those who may have 
corresponded with, secreted, or in any way aided those mentioned in article 
first ; but I refer particularly to article first, as it shows that all those belonging 
to the armies fighting for the republican government will be shot if taken pris- 
oners.by the imperial troops". Article fourteenth grantn an amnet*ty to m1! tho^e 
who may have belonged or who may now belong to .<uch armed band.-*, if they 

present themselves to the authorities before the hfteeuth of next month. 
• ••• ••••• 

Some time next month, probably on the 5tb, the emperor will leave this ci^ 
to visit Yucatan ; the empress will accompany him as far as Jalapa. 
Your obedient servant. 

WM. H. COHWIN. 

Hon. Wm. H. Sbwaro^ 

Sceretarjf of State the United Statee, WMingtom, 



Mr, Romero to Mr, Seward, 
[Translatkm.] 

Mexican Lboation to thb United States op Amebica, 

New Yorkf November 20, 186S. 

Mr. Secretary : In my note of the 25th October last I sent you a copy of 
a decree dated 3d October, issued by the usurper who pretends to b.- the ruler 
of Mexico, authorized by his signature and those of his accomplices, members 
of his cabinet, iu which all Mexicans defendii^ the independence of their conn- 
try, and even those who conceal or aid the patriots iii any way, are ordered to 
be shot without trial or judgment of any kind. 

1'his barbarous aud bloody decree, the mo!<t cruel ever yet peen, has already 
begun to bo executed. It is now my paiuful duty to inform you that on the 
13ih of October last the Generals Arteaga and Saluzar, aud Colonel Diaa 
Paracho, Villa Gomes, Peres Hilieua. and ViUanos, five lieutenant colonels, eight 
oonunandantf , and a number of pubordmate officers, were surpriHed and taken 
prisoners by the French forces in the town of Santa Ana Amatlan, State of 
Mich oacan, as appears f rom the official despatch seat to the usurper, ot which 
I enclose a copy in French. 
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TliPfe gcnprnla and colonels bclonf^od to the regular annj of tli*- ropublic 
were officers of education and profHssion, and had fought for the iodepeudraoo 
of their country from the time" the French first landed in Mexico. 

General Arteaga bad rc iched the highest rank in the Mexican army, and 
luid reeenUy suceeeded ez-6enera1 Uraga in eommand intlie anny of the centrei 
He was tborongfaly loyal, a patriot without blemish, and enjoyed a high repu- 
tation of honestyand probity among his fellow-countrymen of all political shades. 
His conntancy and puffering in the cnmp;ugn against the French, Au«ti inn and 
Belgian invaders in the State of Michoacan, for the last two years, would suf- 
fice to give him great reputation if he bad not already positessed one. His 
humanity was pfoverbial, as the French, Belgian, and Austrian soldiers who 
were takon pri.^oners by his forces at different times can testify. 

The other chiefs and officers who were made priponers with GeneniT Arfpr\;rn, 
though they had not arrived at the high position of tbeir leader, were not icse 
.respectable and worthy. • 

These disttngnished Mexicans were executed in accordance with the aboTS- 
mentioned Ifloody decree of the usurper of Mexico. I have information, of ths 
truth of which, unhappily, tlu re is no doubt, that the two generals and four colo- 
nels were barbarously t^acriticrd, in Hagraut violation of the laws of war and 
every princij)le of justice. But the cousiiuieuces of these sanguinary murders 
must noally be ikvorable to the cause of Mexican nationality ; for such acts <tt 
harhari&m will not be tolerated by the Mexican people, who wiU punish the inTa- 
derH um\ tin ir iii^tnnnnnt, BO Openly violating all the Cttstoms of nations and 
every jtriiiciple of juj^tice. 

lu communicating to you the news of these unpleasant events, I embrace 
the occasion to renew the assurances of my most distinguished consideration. 

M. ROM£B0. 

Hon. William H. Sbward. ^r., ^r., ifc., 

Watkingtim, D, C. 



[Eiido!»un> No. 1. — Tnuinlution. ] 
From the " Estofettc,'* a French paper pttblish( d in the city of Mexico, of tht 31*4 October, Ir<j5. 

Colonel Mendez made the following report to the War Department of his expedition sgMiwt 
tho disaffected of Miehoncan : 

On tln' (ith I left MoK'lirt with tho imporial battnlion and two pqnmlrons of tlu> 4th ri'pi- 
meut of cavalry, comoiauded by Colonel \Veiicei}lHu.s Santn Cruz, lutd took the ruad to i'«t>* 
enaro, where I aixiTed on the lib, ThA rest of mv brigade juioed me in the night, and on 
the b'tl) I gtarled tat Umapan, where all the rorees of du ensmy, under Arteaga, were 
assembled. 

I arrived in n\ffht of Uniaimn at thrpo o'clock on tho 9th, but a severe storm prevented roe 

from »'nt<'iiiiir !h< town. The strcnnis hud rihcii so high, njy forces Were sejtariiud into three 
gectioiis. 1 tdiikl not cross tht^ torrents till uiiJn'glit, The enemy had si ^frul divisiunfl. 
One of 700 men, under Ronda and Kivn I'alacio, started towards Parucho ; another of600 men, 
undor Zf'iM'da, Martinez, and Simon (iuttierc?;, took the direction of I>os Ifcvcs : ni d flie 
re.sl ol llie forces were oonuii!iii(l««<l by Artrn;.';k and bin hubordinate:), iNila/ar and i>iaa 
Parncho. He had many ofUc«Ts ftillowing his headquarter!!, and forces to Um number fli 
ten or twelve hundred men. This column marched towards Taucitaro. 

On the 10th I rested awhile, intending to pursue Arteaga. It is useless to inform you that 
I tlanked t)ie enemy, instead of fronting them, aoaa to threaten both detachments and decdvs 
Arteaga, who was my main object. 

On the 12th I left 8an Juan and reach^ Tandtaro, when the enemy was posted. He 
left, and I pitrsmMl witli my gticriUas for three 1> i;<:;^iie8. I was t^nre of overtakmg hini nnd * 
whipping him beture iiight, but that would nut m^cure the le-adurs, so I made a halt at 
Tancuaro. 

At "i o'clock this morning I took 400 infantry with nOTi cav.ilrj* nn<,l started tVr Santa Ana 
Aiuatlau, whi-re 1 would wait tor Artji^afra and defeat hiui. iu luct, the t in mv r.nild uol 
believe it possible for nie to march tuelv( loaj;iutj a (iuy in 8i;ch hot weather. It dhl ceM ms 
fonrteen men, and most of the }iors("« of the 4th regiment are foundered « but 1 wttHinff* 
sad: the enemy is completely routed. 
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Amonp niv prsoncrs ia tho comnifiii l' r-Iu-chlf f, Artra^a, Oenornl Pnln^r^r, Cnlnnel Dias 
Paraclio, Viiltt Goiiiez, Perez Milicuti, uud Villuuo!), live HeuteDaul culuueb, eight com- 
manders, and a lar^» number of sabordinato officers, a list of whose names I will send 
you. All tlio supplies, munitions of war and Lorsos, mostly UM-1f hs, htivo fallen into 
our hands. We Lave 400 prisuuoxs, muat of whom I will release, aa ihvy were eulistod hj 
force a\oDft the line of march. 

The p-ivHrmm iit iilojio can appreciate this victory. I nin-it ninkn honorable mention Oi 
Lioutciiunt liaiigfl, of tbo 4th cavalry', whom I promised, in bis Muiesty's name, to protnoto 
to • capUdney, and for whom I solicit tlie cross of knight of tho order of Guadalnpo. Tliis 
brave officer entered the city at the head uf twenty men, and we are much indebted to him 
for tho victory. Second Lieutenant Navia, of the imperial battalion, with only ei^^ht men, 
followed Kang^el. I have nmdo liiiii no j)ronii.st's, bciauMO he belongs to my liaftfilion. In 
due tiuio I will make a proper report ot the ffnllant conduct of these two officcrH, that th« 
worthy may wearupon their Dieasts an honoraole »if;nal of their brayery, serring to encourage 
their couipanion.s. 

I congratulate your excellency, and beg you to inform my august sovereign of this mumo- 
lable <uj. God grant you many yean. 

BAMON MENDEZ, Cehiut, 

Tliis achievement, om; of the moat frloriooa of the i^mpaigTif doM tha greatest honor to 

Coliijiel Mendi z, iind siinplilii-s the tn«K of paclficatinpf Michoacan. Arfenjra, without heinjf 
a tikUfui general, id au honest and tincere man, who had dibtiuguiiihed luiiii^elf more than 
ooee ia his career by tnita of himuHiitv. Justice to the oooaiiered. 

CH. D£ BA&HES. 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Bigelow. 

No. 297.] Dbpabtmrnt of Statb, 

WathmgtoM, Ko I ember 3, 18^. 

Sir : I am directed by the President to request yea to ask the Berious atten- 
tion of* the French government to the military proceedings in Moxico. by which 
native Mexicans taken captive while adhering in war to their own republican 
goverouicut are denied rights which tho law of nations invariably accords to 
priaonen of war. 

I am* tar, your obedieot aerranti 

WILLIAM U. SEWAAD. 

JuHH Bio BLOW, Es^.* 4^.. 4^., 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Bigelow. 

No. 320.] Db^btmbnt op Statb, 

Washington, Korernber 28, 1865. 

Sir : With reference to my despatch of the 30th instant, No. 297, it is now 
my painful duty to .-u quninf you that information has been received from tho 
nnui?-ti r of the republican government of Mexico accredited to tlii.>i government 
to the effect that the sanguinarY policy referred to in the above-named despatch 
baa actnally been inangurated by the exeeation of eeveral distingaiahed officers 
of the liberal forco.^ who had been Biirprieed and captured by the iraperialiat 
forcer^ in tlic town of Santn Ana Amatlnn, namely. Gt'iierals Artcn-^.i Sj-Jn^ar, 
and Culoiu lri Diaz Paracho, Villa Gomez, Perez ^lilicua and V^illaiiof, tive lieu- 
tenant colonels, eight commanders, and a number of subordinate officers. 

It devolves upon me to inatruet yon affain to call the serious attention of tbe 
imperial government to ibis Bubject, ana to inform Mr. Droayn de Lhuys that 
these reports have been received with the most profound concern by the govern- 
ment of the United .Stat< 8. If npon investigation tliey f^liould ])rove, as there 
is too strong ground for believing, that they are well founded, we cannot Bufier 
oureelvea to £>abt tbat, so fiur as tbe government of France is concerned, it can 
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never countenance proceedin^i^ which nre so repagDaut to ihe BAntimeato of 
modern civilization nnd the instincts of Uamaaity. 
I am, sir, your obedient serrant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

John Biqblow, Esq^ 4^., 4v. * 



Air. Bigelow to Mr. ikward, 
[Extract.] 

Ko. 209.] Lboation of the Umtkd Ptatfs. 

Farit, November 'M), is(;5. 
ji^jn * 

He (Mr. Drouyn dc Lhuys) here referred to the represeutiition 1 Lad made 
in regard to ihe shooting of the Mexican prisoners taken in war, and also to the* 
ease of Madame de Itarbide. Why, he said, do you not go to President Joarea ! 

We arc not the government of Mexico, and you do u? ton much lionor to treat 
U3 as gucl). We had to go to Mexico with an army to secure certain important 
intereatt}, but we are not responsible for Majcimilian or biiS government. He ia 
aecountable to you, as to anj other govemment»,if he TioUted its rights, and 
TOO have the same remedies there that we had. 

I have the honor to be, sir, yoor obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Seward, Secretary of State. 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Romero, 

Departmbnt op Stats, 

WathingtoH, December 10, 1865. 

Sir : I hare had the honor to receive your eommnnication of the 2dth ot 
Octol)er lapt, and the t« ti enclosurr ? whii h nernmpanicd the same, which yott 
comnuniicated for the intbrmation ol tlie government ol the United State?. 

You ore pleased to call my particular attention to the most significant of these 
docnments, namely, to a proclamation dated October 2, 1865, and to a decree of 
the 3d of the same month, issued by the so-called emperor of Mexico, in the 
hitter of which the penalty of death is to hr imposed apon all Mexicans whoais 
inarms a;^aint<t his autliority in that rcjuililic. 

In reply, I have the honor to inform you that your despatch and its accom> 
paniments, for which yon will accept my thankn, have received the consideration 
to which they are jnstly entitled nrom this government. 

You will accept, sir, the assoranoes of my renewed and very distinguished 
coneideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Befior Matias Rombro, Sfc., 

Wdukingtom, V, 0* 



Mr, Romero to Mr. Hunter, 

[Tmn«liitiun.] 

Mbxican Lboation in tub Unitki) Statks of Amkrica, 

IVuji/ungfon, tJantinry 6, 1866. 
Mr. Acting Sei rbtaky : On referring to my notes of thf 2'>ih of Octoher 
and 20th of Kovember last to yovr department, relative to the dcciaruiiuu of war 
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to the deatli made hy tlie French and their agents in Mexico against the citiseuB 
of that republic who aro defending flif independence of their country, and espe- 
cially to the a>t«at«!<ination of Major (ii iicral Arfcajraand several of his compan- 
ions ia arms, confonnably to the spirit of that Juietmination, I now have the 
honor to eend yon the eopy of a letter from that general to his mother, written 
from Umapan, dated October SO, 1865, on the eyening of the daj before his 
sacrifice. 

Thir* importJiut document show?, in the first place, that the a83af«f=?ination of 
General Arloigu is an accompliehtd fact, nutwilhtitandiug the endeavors of the 
IVench to conceal it ; and it shows, moreover, that it was premeditated and ex- 
ecuted by orders from Mexico, or by command of the BVench general-in-chief 
of the invading army, or by th< Fn nch agent in that city, on whom they try to 
lay the responsibility of their conduct. 

It appears, iufact, as well from the letter I enclose as from the officml report 
«of the capture of those officers, which I sent yon in my note of the SOth Novem- 
ber last, that they were captured since the 13th of October, and it is inferred 
from the same letter tlmt they were shot on the 21st of the same month, after a 
period of eij^ht days. If they had been oxccutf^d accordinj]^ to the u.-^urpor's 
eaoguiuary decree of the 3d October, without the interference of the superior 
French agents residing in the city of Mexico, they wonid have been tried by a 
eourt-martiol within twenty-four hours after their capture, (art 2,) and shot 
within the next twenty-tour honrs, (art. 1 ;) and, beside.^, the term of eight days 
was more than enough time to send from Uruapan to the city of Mexico and get 
an answer about the destiny of the prisoners. 

The assassins have not had the manliness to assume the responsibility of their 
crime, but have tried to conceal it, or impose the guilt of it upon an unhappy 
traitor officer who has joined the conquerors of his country. 

T ncrept this occasion to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my distingnished 
consideration. 

M. ROMKRO. 

Hon. William Huntbb, Sfc. ^. 



"Urdapaw, Ocfo6w 20, 1865. 

"Mv Adored Mothrh : I wm taken priMoer on thelStthiDStHtit by the inijuriul troops, 
and to-iiu)rr(uv I am to be sluit. I prriy ymi, iiiduia, to pardon nie fi»r nil ili>- .-uHt i iii<^f I have 
caused you limiiig the time I huvi- luliuweil tlie pruiit»tiioii ot' urms, ugaini<t your will. 

"Muiaii. ia !>\)\te of all my etlurts to uid you, tbe ouly means 1 had I sent you in April 
last ; but God is with you, aad iie will not aoflwr you to perish, nor my slater Trinidad, lAs 

liltU: Yankee. 

** I have not told you before of thft death (»f my brother Luis, because I feared you woold 
die of ^t ief ; he died at Tuxpan, in the State of JaUsco, about tbe first of Januar;^' hutt. 

Mama, I leave nothiu^ hut a fipotlens name, for I have nerer taken anythinp;^ that did 
not belonfj to ine ; aud I ti ii.-t CJod w ill puidou all uiy tsius and lake iiie into his <;Iory. 

" I die a ChrisUao, and bid you all adieu— you, Dolores, aud all the family, &» your yery 
obedient son, 

" JOS£ MABIA ABTEAOA 

**Doi(A Apolonia Maoajllakes 0£ Auteaga, Agua$ Calieute*.** 



Mr, Romero to Mr, Hunter, 

[Translation.3 

Mexican Lboation in the Umtrd States op A.MKiurA, 

Washington, Januartj 1S66. 

Mr. Acting Sechetary : lu reference to my uotea of the 2i»lh of October 
and 20th of November last, and of the 5th instant, rehttive to the so-calletl decree 
of the Qsnrper of Mexico^ issued the dd of October, ordering the assar •ination 

30 DC»» 
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of all Mexicans defending the indepr lulence of tlieir country, and especially to the 
assagsiuatinn of General Arteaf!;a and sonic of hin coinpanions-in-arms, 1 now 
Lave the honor to transmit to you various documents relating to thia same sxih- 
ject, showing how far the hartiariBm of the usorper and his abettors is earned. 

The first of these documents is a letter from Gfeneral Don Carlos Salasar, of 
the national army of Mexico, who was captured and sacrificed at the same time 
with ni iu ral Arteaga, to his family, a phort time before liis death. In it are 
found sL-ntimeuts of the purest patrioti::<ui, and a consciousness of the fulfilment 
of duty. General Salazar suffered death with the resignation of a tme martp. 
These iniquitons assassinations occasioned an energetic protest« a copy In 
Engli^h of which is enclosed, of the Belgian officers who were made prisoners 
in the battle of Tacambaro on the llth of April, 18G5, and remained in General 
Arteaga'ri hands from that timci as pricuuers of war, addressed to the Uisurpcr 
Ferdinand Maximilian. 

You will here see the great contrast between the condnct of the Mexican an- * 
ihoritieB and the Qsur))er's agents in the treatment of prisoners taken from the 
legion of nifrceiiniy adventurers, who even doul)tcd whether tlu rifrlas of war 
would be accorded to them or not ; the uj'iirpcr's agents, in viulalion of every 
principle of justice and every sentiment of humanity, assassinate every Mexican 
who defends the independence of his coantry. 

It is not alone in Michoacan that these horrible crimes have been committed, 
but wherever French HoMiLV:* have (lominion .similar scenes are witnessed. There 
was a like case in Tamaulipas lately, the particulars of which you will lind in 
the notes exchanged, at the beginning of this month, between General VVeitzel, 
commanding the United States forces on the Rio Grande, who protests in the 
name of the civilized world against these excesses, and the traitor Thomas 
Mi-jia, the French agent at ^latnmoras, and a ]M raoli calling himself R. Clay 
Crawford, general of divi:-ion in the Mexican army. 

These communications, of which 1 enclose copies, have been published by 
the papers of this country, and their authenticity is not doubted. 

I profit by this opportunity to renew to you» sir, the assurance of my distin- 
guished consideration. 

M. ROMERO. 

Hon. William £unt£b, ^-c., ^v. 



♦TRUAPAN, Of toler 20, 18G5. 

**AnoRED MOTHF-R : It is sf ven o'clock fttniplit, and Geueral ArteHpa, Colonel VillaG<»rn«^7, 
•with thieti other chiut's hihI luysclf, have just been eoiideimied. My couscieuee i» i\nuH ; i 
go <lo>vu ti) tlif tomb at thirty-three yt nr.s of ape. without a stain upon my militttry career or 
.a Uut upon my name. Weep not, bui be couilorted, for the only crimejrour son has com* 
mttted is the defence of s hofy eiiuse— the independMiee of Ms conntry. For thia I am to be 
;-lint. I ]ui\r iio iiiotiey, fur I liiivi' >;ivia1 uotliiii^'. I \v,i\(' you wiluiNit a fortune, botOod 
will aiU yuu uuU my children, whu are proud to bear my name. * * 

Direct my children and my brothers in the path of honor, for the scaffold cannot attaint 
loyal names. 

"Adieu, dear mother. I will receive your bleesingii from the tomb. Embrace my good 
nncle Luis fur me, and Tecia, Lnne and Isabel ; also, my namesake, as well as Carmelita, 
C'hoHta, and Manuclita ; pive tliem many kisses, and the adieu from my itimoj^t soul. 
I kaT« the iirf<t my 8ilver-g;ilt watch; to Mauuel 1 leave lour 8ait« ot clothes. Many bless- 
ings for my nueh-s, aunts, cousins, and all loyal friends, and lecdve the last adiea of yoor 
'Obedient and iaithM sou, who loves you much. . 

CAELOS SALAZAli. 



"PosTsriui»T.— If alTairfl should cli.ui-ri* hercaft. r— and it is possible they UMiy-^I wi«h 
my aahea U» repose by lUo side of my thiidieu, iu your lowu." 
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♦•URi vrAX, October 20, 

** My Dear Fatiibr : I employ mj last moments in writintr to you. I \vou1d like to leave 

an !i"ii(>rc'1 unmf to my fiirnily ; I have \v<irkt <l ft»r it, dt'fi'iidiiig tlii- cans*- T i h.Imtc l)nt I 
could not sticcefd. Patience! But I believe yon will not be a»lmnie.l to on ti a .sua who 
never left the path that you traced oat for meso huuorubly, by precept and example. I have 
always act<'<l liouorably, and have no compnnctiouH ot' conscience ; I have behaved as a man 
ol honor, .11. 1 uiu nut aony fur it ; no one cau cumplaiu ot'me, for I have iujured uo ouo. I , 
hope thi V, II be some solace to your sorrow, and will make you proud of my memory, ever 
pare and without a stain. I die content. 

*'Give niv last adieus to my brother and all my friends, res^nrin^ for yourself the heart of 
a aoii Mcrifioed itpoa Um allar of hia oountiy. 

" T. VILLA GOMEZ. 

«*Dos Miguel Tiuua Gomess.'* 



rEnclosuxe No. 3. — Translation.] 

■ 

The P' puhlica, a liberal journal representing^ the interests of the republican army of tlie 
centre, au<l issued at Moi-upetaru, ui the blate of Michoacan, has published the fuUuwing 
dociunents in French and Siumith : 

To (A< Qmtral Cemnumiing tht BqnMiemm Arm§ iff tka Cetttn : 

Oexeiial: Our hearts were tilled with indignation upon learn:n;r the outrag'cs i nunitted 
upon officers of your army by Colonel Mendex; and wo cannot do less than send the follow- 
in £r urotest to Maximilian, which we are convinced will be conrnrred in by all onr brother!. 
^Ve bi'sr, tberefore, freiierHl, that yu will cause it to be «ent to tin- other Zitacuaru prisoners, 
who will hasten to si^fn it, iu order that it may be laid before Maximilian's cabinet as speedily 
as poBsiblo. Acci pt, geuoral, the expression of the respect of your prisoners, 

i?Ri:ri:B, 

(a;voT, 

F I.AC HAT, 

VAN UOLLENBECK. 

Sir: Wo have learned with horror and dismay of the act committed by Colonel Mendex, 
who, in violation of all the hiws of humanity and w^ar, has executed a number ot oflloerB of 
the liberal army talcen prisoners by him. In all civilized countriis military uthcers respect 
prisoners of war. The liberal army — to whiuli you rt- fuse to act oid even the name of army- 
pays a greater respect to those laws than the leaders of your forces : for we, who are prisoners, 
are respected by all, from generals down to private soldiers. Were ^ve not with a genuine 
liberal force, the act of Colonel Mendez inif^ht provoke a bloody reveny> ; and we BelflTtans, 
who came to Mexico Kolely in order to act as a puard to our princess, but whom you have 
forced to iight against principles identical with our own, might have expiated with our blood 
the crime m a man who is a traitor to his conntiy. We hope, sire, that thb act of barbarity 
will not leiiiasii ui)punishe<l, and tliat you will cause the laws existiui; atnoti;; all civlli/ctl 
nations to be respected. W'e protest most earnestly a^aiuhi this uuwoitliy act, hopiug that 
tlie Belffian name will not moch longer continue mixed up with this iniim'itous war. 

JiRElTEB, 

• GUVOT, 

1 LACHAT, 
VAjS IIULLEXBECK. 
' aud two huudied oihert* 



Tacambar^ Ocfo^M, 1865, 

Tq tAe ReprutnMite$ of the Belgian JiittUm : 

GEN'i r.nNJKN : The Jfexicau qiu'stion 1ms frequently been discussed by yon. but the chief 
poiut bus b^ eu the legality or illegality of reciuiiinp for the lielgiau legion. Mow, however, 
an event of great gravity obliges us to cull your attention to it anew. The lives of two huu* 
dred Kel-^ian prisoners are involved. Considering the question some time back, the force 
was iulonded solely as a ^niard of honor voluutarily offered for the protection of a Bolpiau 
princess. The emperor, disrej^arding the !<pe«'ial nervico fur which the lepion was destined 
and the neutrnlity of the Belgian natiou, ordered us to talte the field, and being Belgian sol- 
diers, we obeyed, and marched to the front cheerfully, animated by the lore of war. Al- 
though we achieved triumphs, we also, unfortunately, sustaim d re\ersrs, and two hundred 
of us Belgians are prisoners. Without talcing our position into cousideratiun, the emperor 
recently issued a decree whiek may cause terrible results. It announces to the repnbUcans 
that after the 25th of Kovember all persons caught with anns in their bands wonld be shot. 
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At the commcnconient of this month an inipcrinlist colonel, nnmcd Mundcz — an ex-rcnubli- 
can, who sold iiiuueli to tbo empire — a uihu hutiuj; the lielgions, took a large nuniMr d 

ftrisoners fh>tn the republican armj in a ti;;lit, including two (i^enpnits and several officers of 
litrh laiik, \\ lioui ht! caustd to br slsot, Avitliniit n pud to iiiilitaiy law, ami without wnitinjf 
for thu t'xpiratiun of the period finul by the deen e, .statiiip, aftt-r tlie execution, to perMiua 
vrho remonstrated vdth aim upon the enormity of the. deed, What matters it? Tbej can 
only i( V. iii:. thetiim lves upon the Itt lgians.'* This alluded to the faci that all tbe otbsr 
(Frenclij piisouerii had been exchanged. 

We exi)ected that all the Bel|(iati prisoners would be put to death ; but the republic of 
Mcxiro lM iiir» rrrewt and penerous, like all free nHtinns, deliTMMl tn a. t fintil after leaming the 
aetiou ot tiie adiuiui.strHtiim of the empire toward this Colonel Menui /. 

The emperor U wry toud of this nmn. He has alreadj sacrificed onr brave colonel, and 
he may Bacrifico the lives of alt the Belj^n prisoners. 

Gentlemen, it is incunihent upon^vou to intervene. The Belgian lep^ion desired long since 
to return to itK native country'. It did niH wish tn take part in this iniquitous war^ or tO 
serve longer under an empire wherein Riich d<-ed!4 are allowed to be committed. 

SeprcKentatives of the nation, your duty call^ you to act wherever the Belgian name bat 
stake. Tliis \^ not a (jii>^;iiiu of party, Imt. of uutionality. 

Ke|>r< seutatives of ikdgiuni, remeuiber our motto, " Unitjr and atreu^i^th/' It behooves 
you to spealc. We call upon you in the name of Beldam, whose honest confidence has been 
abused. Kepreseutative.s of IU-]<;iuiu, it Itehooves you to see that the blood of fielgians be 
not sacriticeU. In the name of the country do vour duty. 

BKKUBR, 

Om beha{f «ff tA< BtlgUn pri$onen lo&ea If the r^tMiemm «mf . 



Gentral Craw/ord to Crneral U'citztl. 

15|{()WXSVILLE, TtX VS, January 1, IHtki. 

Oexfral: Information has just reached me that a nuinlier of soldiers belonpiiifj to the 
army of the republic of Mexico were this morninp captured in battle by the soldiers of the 
B0*called emperor of Mexico, and that, bjr the oraers of the traitor Mcjiai tnejr are to be shot 
to death at daylight to-morrow. 

I wish, p'lieial. t" ( i irvst, in the name of liumiuilty, ftgalnst tliii* violation of the usages 
of civilized warfare, and to rei^ueat that you, on the part ot the repubiic of tiie United iStiites 
of America, prevent this atroaous mardM* of patriots in cold blood by the tools of the Aos* 
trian usurper. 

The opinions of the people and of the government of the United btatc^i in relation to the 
inhuman orders of Maximilian are well known. 

To permit the patriotic soldiers of a sister n-publio, with whicli we preserve diplomatic re- 
lations, to be butchered within sight of the tlug of the United States, and within sound of 
an army of United States troops, is to prove tidse to eveiy principle held dear by an Am^ri* 
can citizen. • 

As an othcer of the army of the Mexican republic I earnestly ask, general, that you pro- 
Tent the commission of this dieadfttl crime. 

1 have the honor to be, ceDeral, your obedient servant, 

K. CLAY CRAWFORD, 
Gimfttl Iff Diwi$io», Armg tff Mtxko, 

Major General Godfrey Weitzel, 

Com*dg Dittriet tffBio Grand* ami 25th Armj^ Corp$, 



Omurai WeUtd to Generat Crmtfori, 

llEAUUL AKTEKi) DiSTIUCT OF THE KlO Gh.\NDE, 

Hrvwmtmttt^ I'euis, Jamuarf 2, 1866. 

n FNEiuL : I have the honor to achmowledge the receipt of your oommonicatioQ of yes- 
terday. 

I have notified General Mejia of the opinion which I firmly believe my fi^vemment holds 

on that snitjccf, nixl I avc entered solemn protest in writiii'j' ii-^aijist the act. 
General Mejia r«-plieii that he is obliged to obey the orders ut his goverumeat. 
I will notify my superiors of this ; bat I have positive, written ordeis not to oommeooe 
hostilities without iiistrtu'fioiis so to do, 

I am, air, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL^ Major Gtntral Commmnditig. 

E. Clay Crawford, 

GeiMrei of Dicmomt Armjf of Mexico. 



Digitized by Google 



DIPLOMATIC COfiRESPOMDENCE. 469 

HSADQUARTIBfl DISTRICT OP THB RiO OraVDE, 

BrowntviUe^ Ttjaa, January '2, 1866. 

Gekf.ral : I nndorstand that you have taken aeTenteea prUio&efe from the liberal forces, 

and thatynn ijiIi'IkI to fxecuio thuni. 

In the imtiK' of tho entire civilized world I protest nf^ainst such a horrihle actof bftrbari^. 
I believe it will stamp the ix)wer which you represent with infamy forever. 

To execate Mexicans fiphtinjf in their own country, and for the freedom of thefr eonntry, 
Bgain>{ foreipn power. .m act whit li, ut this iipo, will uicct with universal exoeration. 

1 cauuot permit this to bo dune under the eye of my government without, on its behalf, 
entefinff tlus iolemn protett 

lam, air, veiy iMpeetfiaUy, your obe<Iient servant, 

G. WlulTZEL, Major Gintral Commanding. 

Major General Tomas Mf.jia, 

Commamiimg Un* ttf tk« Rio QranJo 



Imperial Army Mrxiro. Divistov MrjiA, 

Headquarters Malamorus, Juttuurjf 2, 

Gbmbral : I acknowledp^ receipt of your communication dated this day. 

I find myself under the i)) ('es>i(v of repelling enerpelicaUj the partidpatkm whlch yOtt 
pretend to take in the iuteruul couut^ms of this country. 

The bnsinem to which the protest in yonr note refers hns now been brought before com- 
petent tribunals, and no one has a ripht ti> '-n^jtend th<> pmet edintr-;. 

For vour individual cognition I w ill add that the p«;riioua iu que«tiou are accuiied of having 
taken by force of arms tOrteen wagous, twenty-aix males ana horses, and robbed thirteen 
person.". 

It would be verj' strange, general, if in the middle of this nineteenth ccuturj' the bandits 
and fighting robbers were to receive help and protection from the rivilised world. 

By the same oceasion I seo myself oblif:rfi'''d remind you of the contents of the letter 
which I had tho honor to address you uu the 2liit of lust December. I shall return without 
answer all cominiuucations of the character and couched in the language of Uie one now 
before mo. 

Accept, general, my esteem and oonsideratioir. 

TOMAS MEJIA. 
Central Commanding lint o/ the Hi» Grande, 

Major General WEirzEL, 

CQmmamdimg WevUrn Di^rui Texa$, Bramumlte, 



The following is the letter of the 81st of Deeember, leiened to .in the foregoing eomnm- 
nicaiion: 

Imperul Armt Mbxtco, DmsioN Mejia, 

Headquarters Matamoras, Deeonberil, 1^65. 
GkxeraL: I have received your letter dated 19th in.stant, transmitting mo the instruc- 
tions which you have received from New Orleuu.s, and informing me that I must consider as 
belligerents the Juarisl bands of Mexico, without applying to them the mime of bandits, 
seeing that the government of the United States recognizes that of Juarez, for whom these 
forces are fighting. 

]!• reufter, genend, I will not answer letters of the chancier and cOQched in tho langnage 
of the one which now occupies me. 

The Mexican authorities do not receire other commands, nor do they submit to any other 
will, than that of tho governnn iii ..f Mexico. The conihu t of the forces to whom yoa 
allude, and the decree of October 3 last, have detiued uuiforutly the position of said 
forces in the coontry, and in that position will they now be considered in Mexico. 

Accept* general, the ossiinnoe of my highest consideration. 

TOMAS MEJIA, 
CaffMMmfiii^ <iM 4ff Rin Orattde, 

Migor General "Wf.itzel, 

Commanding District llio Grande. 



Mr» Romero to Mr. Seward. 
[Translation. 1 

Mexican Legation to thb Umtkd States of Amfrica. 

* Washington, Fthruury 20, 1^60: 

31 R. Pr.cRKTARY: T have the honor to rnclnf»e yon two printed comraunicatioiip. 
of tudoubted autiienticity, which passed between General Hiva I'alacio, acting 
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M commander of tlie army of tbe centre of the Mexican republic* and General 

Bazaine, couimandt r-ii) chief of the Fu nch ansy w^w invading that republic. 
The firs't i» from 'r;tcniiih;no, (State of Miehoacnn,) the :i7th of November last, 
in retrard to an exeliun're of prinonerB, 80on after ward 8 eifcctiid; and the second 
is from the cHy of Mexico, the IGth of the same month. 

I also enclose a paBsport, in French and Spanish, given hy the said General 
Bazaine to General Don Santiago Tnpia, one of the pris^oners exchanged at the 
time, who hliowt d it to me in Ni w York, on liia way to the northern frontier* 
where he has gone to continne his duty as a soldier and patriot. 

Aly object in sending you these documents ia to keep the United States^ gov- 
ernment informed of the conduct of the invaders of Mexico, and I now call your 
attention to the incon-iritency of treating Mexicans as belligerents^ after once 
haviti'; denied them that right. The French age nt, Maximilian, nfter having 
denied all rights of belligerent.-* to thf sol Her.-* of the republic, whom he proclaims 
as bandits in his decree of the lid ot October last, and shoots without trial, in 
conformity to his decree, even though they belong to regularly organised forces* 
now the commander-in-chief of the invadcrr), negotiates a fonnnl exchange of pria* 
oners with General Kiva pMlacio, whom lie l alls general and H itters with cour- 
teous laiigiiatrc for his humanity to French prisoners. To ?ay the least, thir* sig- 
nifies (^luckuowledgment of the rights oi belligerents to the forces of the republican 
army. The evident oliject of Uiis inconsistency is to gain the release of the 
French prii^oners; and it is an open confession, forced from the invaders of Mexican 
soil, that those forces defending the independence of their country are not dis- 
organized bands of highway robbers, as thej' assert, and it is unjust and absurd 
to deny them the considerations usually extended to all bclligereuls throughout 
the civilized world. 

I embrace the occasion to renew to yoo, Mr. Secretary, the assnrancee of my 
moat distingniahed consideration. 

M. EOMEILO. 

Hon. William H. Seward, ^v., ^ 



[Endosun No, 1.— Trsodatlon.] 
Ko. 1403.] ' EzPEDinoNARV Corps op Mf.xicx), 

OFPICX op tub MUBWHAf. COMMANDEK-IN-CIHKF, 

Mexico, Sotrmhrr Hi, ]'^fi5. 

General : I rt-ceivej yonr favor through the politeness of Cautaiu Miiutn. 1 uui pleased 
at th(> $eiitimL>nt8 ut huntauitj that have unimKtiKl yon iu thil ftffair. Anxious to assist yoU 
in ttiis particular, I am disposed to do all I can to l>ring about a good undvrstauding. 

TheiefOfo I have th« honor to inform you that I have given orders ibr the exchange to take 
place in the town ot Acuitsco, on the tid of December, between 8 and 10 o*dock in me mom- 

JBg. 

In tUa exehanipe, I place at jonr disposal — 

First. General Canto ami all the officers taken ])ri>«oners with him >iy Pdlonel Potior. 

Seeuud. All the officers tukcu prisoners iu Tacambaro bjr Culouei Vaudera Simitwuu. 

Third. All the officers taken pnsonera in Santa Anna Amatlan bj General Mendes* 

loiuili. All the soldiers taken pri.soiiers in Morelln. And, finallv, it'yuuwlah it, GenenUa 
Tauiu and Jium K'ainirez, tukcu prisoiiers iu Uuxaea aud kept iu I'uebla. 

All the piisunt i s iu Moreliawill be delivered to yon on the 2d. In regard to Genenda 
Tapia aud Kauiirez, 1 give my word of honor to set theui at !i!>frfy in I'uebla, witJl aafe OOO" 
diu t.s to go where they please, a.** soon ai* 1 hear that the exchuugi i.s uiade. 

I liave appointed Captain LiocaruKi, of the Be^iun renment, to snpervii^e the exchange of 
prisoners. Captain Antonio Salgado will accompany him, and he will bo escorted to the 
town of Acnitzco by a Belgian company of 5() or Go uien and a few Mexican cavalry. 

I hdjii'. pi iiLi al, ^ (111 will acet pi the got>d intentions otfered|j"ou on this occaftion. 

The uuiuber ut' officers i»eut j^ou Drom Morelia will be * * * * 
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T will not close this letter without thauking yon for your kiiiduoss auil attentions towards 
tho prisouers. 

Please accept the anranuicea of my diflUnguubed ooooideratioii. 

BAZAINE, 
Mmr^uU of Fmmet, 

General RiV A I'alacio. 
A copj of the original : 

JESUS EUBIO, ChU/ CUrk, 

Tacahbabo db Codallos* BtptmrnAtr 37, 186& 



[Enclosure No. 2.3 

hepubucan army of thb cb1itre.-<}eneral-]h-cbibf.— xo. 52. 

Hbadquartbrs atTacambabo DE Codali.os, 

1 have rpcr-ivecl, with much pleasure, through Captain Minon, your prupoMals for an ex- 
dwiigeof prisoners; and your excellency may rest assured that I will uot oppose in any 
naoner, but will do all I can to assist flip t xchaiipi' ; and I will order all the prisouers in 
Zirandfiro and Huetamo, Belgians and Me.\ii.aii8, to bo delivered to your excellency's com- 
missioners. 

Lieutenant Colonel Angustm Lioarte, escorted hj eight/ cavaliy, will attend to the ez- 
ehaugp in Acnitsco. 

I will, however, observe that Captain Minon presented your comraunications to me last 
night ; that from this place to the prisoners is a distance of forty -six leagues of very bad road, 
ana from here to the place of exchanfre is twelve leagues, which united make a distance of 
fifty-eipht kagiips, and I think it liurdly nossible that tlie Belgian prisoners can make that 
distance in tbe tew dayii your excellency nas appointed. However, I havn sent an express 
to sUtrt the piisonent to tluM city ; and I take the llhertj to reqnest Captus Kinon to deUver 
a letter to CHptain Visurt Bocarm6, asking hiui not to start till I give the proper notiiM*. 

I am sure your t xct Uency will not think I am to blame, if tho exchange does uot take 
place on tbe day yuu have iixed, and as I desire. 

To prf<vent hostilities on the road from here to Mondia from interniptinj;: tb'* vTrcntinn of 
this uegntiation, I give orders that they bo suspeudod aloug the line Ironi Tacauibaro to 
Acuitxeo, and iu case they ave broken, I assure your ezoelleney it will not be caused by tho 
lepublican forces. 

llefore closing, I most thank vour excellency for your kindness and civility in this business, 
aproof of yonr bunianc and noble 8entimeut8. 
1 beg your excelluucy to accept tbe protestations of my distinguished consideration. 

VICENTE MVA FALACIO. 

HtoExcencnry Marshal TUZATNT, 

Commander-ia-<hUj oj the Ezptditiomry Corps in Mexico, 

A copy of the original : 

JESUS BUBIO, Chief Clnk» 

Tacambabo db CoiMLLCM, KnmAtr S7, 1865^ 



[Enclosure No. 3.^ 

CORPS OF MEXICO.— OFFICE OF THE .M.\1(SUAL COMMAKU£R-IN-CUJ£F. 

Safe Conduct. 

By virtue of the powers granted to me by his Majesty the emperor Maximilian, and in 
consequence of the exchange of prisoners effected the 5th of December, IHti'), at Acuitzco, 
(Micboacurr, ) (il«'n('riil Tapia Siintiago. prisoner of war at Oax:ira, is f<et at lilwrty find au- 
thorized to return to Tucambaro to present himself to General Vicente Kiva Palacio, or to 
follow him wherever he may be found. 

Tb> ( ivii and iiiiiitary authorittea aie nqiMSted to tot him paiB freely, OD hUjooniey fi^ 

Puebia to Tacambaro. 

BAZAINE, MmrMqfFmHU. 

Mbhoo, Deeemler 8, 1865. 

The prasent aafe eonduet i^owf General Tntla to remain only eight dnri^ in Tai ambaro. 

• liU.lii»UAL BAZAliSE. 

llDDCO, JDiCMsler 15^ 1865. 
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[TruTislation. ] 

I 

UEAIHIUARTERS OP THE REl'l BLICAS ARMY OF TIIF: CF.NTRF:. 

The citizen general, Siintiafro Tapia. presented hinuielf At tbew beadaiuwrtera on tito 30th 
day of tht; past mouth, aud, iu coniuliauoe with the cMtgatioii nferred to in the marginal 
aot«» returned to Mexioo on the 4th day of tho piewnt moitth. 

aiVA PALACIO. 

TACAMBaBO DB GODALUM, /eaaary 9, 1868. 



JUr. Romero to Mr, Seward* 
[Traadation.] 

Mbzican Lboation to tbb TJmtbd States op Ambbica, 

WoMhingtom, March 10, 1866. 

Mb. Sbcbbtarv : As a specimen of tlie manner in which tlic so-called decree 
of the usurper Maximilian, issued tlx- ^id of (Jctober la^^t, ordering the execntion 
of all Mexicans wlio dcfind the independence of their country, i*i carried out, I 
Lave the honor to enclose to you with thib note the death seutence pronounced 
agMnet Colonel Carlos Garcia Cano» and the mode of its ezeention, contained 
in an extract from La Sombra, a paper published in the city of 3Iexico. The 
colonel wa? a youn;; man of 25, who had once served in the rankt* of the inter- 
ventionii'ts ; but atterwards rutlecting on his duty as a Mexican, lie joined the 
defenders of independence. 

He was snbseqnently taken prisoner, condemned and ezecnted in the irregular 
manner ^hown by the annexed docutneut. 

I r( frain from commenting on what is here improperly called trial, and which 
ia notliisiir but real asHJispination. as it was done in accot dance with the 80-cailed 
decree, wiiich \& already known to the government of the United iSlated. 

I embrace the occasion to renew to you, Mr. Secretary, the assurances of my 
most distinguished consideration. 

M. KOMEEO. 

Hon. Wiluam JI. Sevvaud, 4^. Sfc., Sgc, 



[From "La Sonil»ra," Mexico, February 4, ISGG.] 
Sentenet and execution o/ Garcia Cano, 

The following hm been publibbcd : 

WAR DEPARTMEKT.^PiaST MIUTART DfVISIOlV, FIRST StTBDIVtSION.^KO. 36 OP THS 

8EKTEKCF.. — I) ATE OF THE CRIMK, 2~Tn OF DECEIIBBR, ltH>5.— COI RT-MARTIAL. 

J??nttMii"c coinJonininfj to the peiialiv of death tho person nanied Carlos Gurcia Cauo, ac- 
cusi-d of lelieUioii Hpiin«I tlie iiii)>eriHl government, uiiJer Hfi<rmvutiii}; eircutiistHnies, ut tho 
PachucH Mines, on tlio •J'^th of DeeeinluT last, at eleven o'clock at uight. On the "JUt day 
of January, ltk\i\, at 2 o'clock iu the afternoon, the eourt-uiartial met, composed of Colonel 
Mauuel Palomino, prexidont; Captain Lnis Ale<:re, ju«J|;e ; Captain Jnan Dnefiait, judge; 
Caiituiii Ni< I. nlfis I'lirra, reporter ; yd .S«-rpi aiit Nic holas Salazar, nuturv — nil appointed by 
the war de^artuueut — and pronounced the tKiul^uco, from which we make the fuJiowing ex- 
tract: 

** MaximUian, emperor of Mezico^ !• eU tko»t pruait, aad thmt t» tome, greeting : 
*^The couit^martlal of Toluea has pronocmoed the Motenoe from whieh tho following is 

^traeted : 

♦* The eourt-martial having heard the Mtuteuient of the commissary reporter, has declared 
the rmiiied Carion (xarcia Ciino, ex-col«>nel of cavalry — to tiie 1st (piestion, gtnlty by una- 
nimity ; to tlie Ud question, guilty by unanimity ; to the -id, that he has comniited the acts 
of which he is accmied without palhating eireumstancee— according (o the law, guilty by 
unanimity; to the Itli, tlr iniijnrity l.i imt ncoinmend liiin to pardon. Then lure the »aid 
court condenuied the accused Carlos Oarcia Caoo, ex-colonel, yeara of ago, native of Ja- 
Upa, married aoddomicUod in Pachoca, to the penaliy of death, k aocordaaca with tho htw 
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of the 3d of October, 1866, article fint, wliich declares: that by virtue of article J39 of the 
code of military justice, the sum of five hundred dollars in gold and Rilver, .cost of board de> 
ducted, >lial! <;t) into the national treasury : tlic dnift fur five hundred and forty-nine dcillara 
and twelvi' ieutt>, and the pistol, which is the corpus delicti in another cause, sliall be re- 
turned to the said Cano, togfether with the watch and obiuii, two diamond rioga and tho 
pocket-boijk, w hich is his property." 

This day, the 2l8t of January, 1S66, the present sentence waa read by us, the notaijr un* 
deniffned, to the amd Carlos Gwrleia Cano, in proeenco of the commissary reporter. 

NICHOLAS SALAZAB, JTetaiy. 

I NiCHOf.AS pARiiA, Commissary Rrportrr. 

This sentence began to receive its execution on the 2l8t, at 2 o'clock p. m. of the month 
and year mentioned ; the watch and chain, the two diamond rings and the poclcet-book, xrvn 

returne d to Cano. The execution was contii ii '1 on the 22(1, at ten nKTinr - before ten, of the 
same month and year, Carlos O arcia Cano being shot in presence ol tlie troops of the garri- 
son. Finally, at 6ve o*clock, tlie t'oiluwing sums were sent to the principal adtninistrntion 
of revenues : 1st, 2i ounces, of $16 each, making $:^4 : 2d, 3 idem, of .$20, : ^'d, :? half 
ouncts, $24 ; 4th, in silver, 56^ ; a total of $469 56^ ; bill of the tavern lor meals, 
|30 4:h ; making a total of $800; &th, OHO pistol { 6th, ft'dnft for $649 IS. 
Certitied as correct: 

NICHOLAS PAKiiA, 

CTmnNNSiafy R^ertar, 

Countersigned— Nicholas Salazar, Netarjf, 
A true copy ; 

J. M. MARQUEZ, 
UmUr Seentmrf qf Ww pn Urn* 

Mexico, January 31, 1666. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero. 

Dbpartmfxt of State, 

iV'askirfgtan, March 14, 1866. 

Sir : T have the honor to acknowledge the r('ceii)t of your coraniunicatious of 
Jauuary 5 and 22, February 20, aud March 10, 1866, with their enclosures, 
which relate to the decree isaaed on the 3d of October, 1865, by the BO-called 
emperor of Mexico, and in which the penalty of death is declared against all 
Mexiciins found in arms and defending the intfgrity and independence of their 
country, against the forciblti int*'i v( ntion of France in tliat republic. 

You further iuform me that tliis penalty has actually been visited upon Major 
Genefal Joetf Mafia Arteaga, and ae^enl of bis eompanions-in-arme, xeoeutly 
made prisoners by tbe French. 

In reply, it ia scarcely nece«»8ary for mo to assure you that the government of 
the United Staf('^^ deeply legretf* tlie untimely fate which has overtaken thoao 
brave champion;} oi the cause of liberty aud republican institutions iu Mexico; 
and Ailly deproeatee the pxactiGe of a eystem of warfare bo little in consonance 
with the neagee of enlightened states. 

I beg, in answer, to estate that the subject will receive the attention to which 
it U justly entitled from this government, and meanwhile have the honor to 
reuew to you, sir, the assuraucee of my highest consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Sefior Matias Romero, 

Wcukingtmh !>• C, 



Mr, Cerwin to Mr, Seward. 
tExtraet.] 

No, 13.] Legation of the United States of Amebica, 

Mexico, September 10, 1865. 
Sir: •••••• 

The official paper pul)li^'hed in this city, last evening, contained sevend im* 

portaut decrees issued by Maximilian on the fifth of the month, as it now ap- 
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pears. Among others is one in regard to oolonizatfon. As 'trill be seen by 

a reference to the paper — a copy of which is pent enclo^oil herewith — this de- 
cree has been drawn up solely (thou}?li not ostensibly) with the view of inducing 
our southern planter." to emigrnte, with their slaves, to Mexico. Altlioiifrh the 
first article of the " reglnmento" which nccompauies the decree declares tli it "in 
conformity to the laws of the empire, all men of color are free by the simple 
fact of treading the Mexican soil," yet the remaining articles show dearly that 
the hl u ks who may come here nnder the contracts mentioned in the " reghmen- 
to" lie reduced to a Plate of peoungH, which, in it8 jtractical workings, is hut 
shivery dif»gui?(d. Tlie artich' tliird obliges the "patron " to maintain the chil- 
dren of his workmen. If the laborer dies the patron becomes the ^ardian of 
bis children* who, until they attain their majority, are to remain in the serriee 
of the patron, under the same conditions as those agreed to by the fiitber. In 
Mexico this mnjnrify is not reached until the man is twenty-five yeai-s old. If, 
in addition to tlii:^. it is coiifiidcrod how ea?y it is to bring the laborer into debt 
to the patron, and that, according to the system of peonage, the peon must re- 
main with the master until be has paid the debt, ana if it is considered also that 
but very small wages will Ik> paid— as the patron i.s obliged to agree in the origi- 
nal contract (which is to be for a tt rm of not h ss than five nor more than ten 
years) to feed, clothe, ami lodge the workmen, and to provide for them in cases 
'of sickness — it will be seen at once that in many, if not the majority of cased, 
the contract will be in reali^ a eontmet for life. 

Thus Maximilian is proposing to inaugurate here a system which may, here- 
after, give Mexico as much trouble as slavery has caused to the United State?. 
Two considerations have led me to write on this subject. The first is, that only 
the best and most industrious negroes will come here with their old masters. 
The idle and the iricions will remain in our country. If I am correct In this 
supposition, the question is of some importance to our government. In thi 
second place, I have thought you might deem it advisable to have the true nature 
of thefse contracts made clearly known to the black population of the south. 

It is said ihat M. F. Maury, formerly iu charge of tlie Washington Observa- 
tory, will be appointed unperial commissioner of immigration. 

I am, 8ur, yoar obedient servantt 

WM, H COEWIN, 

Hon. William II. Sf.wahd, 

Secretary of iStatc of the United Stales. 



Mr, OUerbourg to Mr, Seward, 

No. 18.] United States Co.\.';ri,ATR, 

Mexico, Septemhit 1S65. 

Sir : I have the honor to iufonn the department that, in conformity with ia- 
etmetimis recdTed from our chai^ d'affaires residing here, this consulate has 
been directed to issue passports when required. 

En( losed I have the honor to transmit the translations (No. 1) to which I 
referred in despatch No. 17. 

X have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HABGUS OTTERBOUBG, 

Xhittd Siatet ConmL 

Hon. William II. Seward, 

Secretary of Stale of the United States Amtrieat WaekmgUm. 
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Ko. ]. 

DSCBBB. 

We, Maximilian, emperor of Moxico, in consideration of the sparseness of tlie i>o|iulatiou 
in the Mexiran territory, iu prti[ii>!tiuii to its extent ; di -iirii];,' to (five to iiiiini>^iiints hII jkjs- . 
Bible security for property and liberty, ia order that thuy may become good Mexicans, siu- 
cerelj attached to their new country, and havfaig heard the opinion of oar board of ookuiiaS' 

tiun, do decree a-* follows : 

Ahticlk 1. Mexifo is open to iinmigrtttion fn»m all nations. 

Aur. '2. ImmijrrHtion agent* sliall hv appointed, who will be paid by the ^vemmont. and 
Trhosf duty it shall be to jirotid the arrival of iminig:rants, and install them on tlie liuids as- 
signed them, and assist them iu every posjiible manner iu establishing themselves. These 
agents will receive the orders of an imperial comroiisioo of immigration, specildlj appointed 
by us, and to whom, throu^^h our minister of impfovement, (Fomento,) all commnnicatioiui 
relating to immigration shall be addressed. 

Aui . :i. Each immigrant shall reeeive a duly executed tUlo ineomiDiiiable of landed ee> 
tate, and a oertitieate that it is free of mortgages. 
Art. 4. Such property shall be free from taxes fbr the firat year, and aleo from dnttea on 

tiansfers of i)n>perty, but only (tn the first sale. 

Art. o. The immigrants may bo uaturalized as soon as they shall have established tbem- 
Mlvee as settlers. 

Art. G. Iiniii'irr.ints who may desire to bring laborers with fheni, or indnce thom tocorao 
in cousideraljle numbers, of any race whatever, are auihorized to do so; but those laborers 
will be subject to special protective regulations. 

Art. 7. i'lie eti'ects of imjnigrant^i, their working and brood animahi, seeds, agricultural 
implements, uuichines, and working UkAs, will enter fr»"eof custom-house and transit duties. 

Art. t*. Immigrants are exempted from military service for fivt- years, but thev wiUfoimr 
a Btatiouary militia, for the purpose of protecting their property and neighborhoods. 

Art. 9. Liberty in the exercise of their respective forms of religious worship is secured to . 
Immigrants by the ur^ianir 1 r.v dfthe empire. 

An r. IU. Each ol our miuisieis is charged with carrying out such parts of this decree as 
relates to liis department. 

Qiven at Cbapultepee on the 5th day of September, 1865. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

Bv the Emperor: 
Tlie MlNUIT&a OF IMPBOVBMEKT, (Fomento.) 

MANUEL OHOZCO Y BERRxV, 
StA'8tenUay,imth» mbumee qf lAs JlfiiiMler qf /mprmwaimte. 



BBOVLATIONS. 

Under article 6th of the foregoing decree we ordain as follows : 

1. Under the laws of the empire all persons of color are free by the mere act of their touch- 
ing Mexican tt-rritory. 

2. They shall make contracts with the employer who has engager] or may engage them, 
by which sneh employer shall bind himself to feed, clothe, and lodge them, and give them 

niedieal attetjdauec : and also pay tliem a sum of money according to nluitcvt r ;i'_rri i-hh nts 
tliey may enter into with tiieui. Moreover, he shall deposit iu the savings bank herein men- 
tioned, for the benefit of the laborer, a sum equivalent to one*ibafth of nis wages. The la> 
bnriT shall, on his part, obligate himself to his employer to |>erfonn the labor for wlucb btt 
hi cmitloyed lor a term of not less than live nor more than ten years. 

3. The employer shall bind him.self to support the children of his laborers. In tbe erfVllt 
of the father's death, the emidoycr will he rt-'^'arded as the guardian of the children, andtbcj^ 
will remain iu his service uuln thry become ot age, on the same terms as thoifo agreed on by 
their father. 

4. Each laborer shall receive a book certified by the local authority, in which book his 
description, the statement of his place of labor, and a certificate of bis life and habits will be 
entered. In case of a change of employer, the consent of the fyrmer employer ehall be en- 
tered iu this book. 

5. In case of the death of the employer, hfs heirs, or whoever may acquire his estate, iball 

be bound to the laborer in the smni nwiuncr in which such employer was, and the laborer on 
his jiart shall be bound towards such uew proprietor on the same terms as in his former con- 
tract. 

(i. In case of desertion, the laborer, when arreMti d, shall be placed without pay OO public 
Work.s, until his employer presents himself to clumi him. 

7. In cjise of any iigaatice of the employer towards the laborani, be shall be biongttt before 
a magistrate. 
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8. Pnecial police commfmionera wfll wateli <nrer Che execution of flieae r^nlations, and 
ofRoiallv prosectile all violator tliercdf. 
U. A savin 8 bank will be established by tho government for the following objects: 

10. The eniplojen sball deooeit in Mid bank every month, for the benefit of the laboron, 
a Riim oqiiivuient to one-fouitli of the wages vUeh each is entitled to under hie conUact of 
employment. 

11. The laboreri can deposit in addition, in the sttvings bank, in money, eneh «iim0 M 

tbpy may dt'sire. 

12. These deposits hliail hear iiih rest at the rate of five per centum per anunm. 

J3. At the end of his en^xae* inont, and on the pneentation of lua Dook, the laborer shall 
receive the entire amount of liis savingfs. 

14. If at the end uf his (.■n^an^emcnt the laborer wishes to leave bia money in the saving 
bank, he can then n ci i vo thf intercut accrued; or if he wiaheo to leave diis also, it will be 
added to his capital, and also draw interest. 

15. In ease a laborer should die intestate, or without heirs, his property shall pass to the 
eaiury of the government. 

Qiven at Cbapultopec on the 5th day of September, 1865* 

By the Emperor: 
The Mi2ii«T£B OF IMPBOVBMBMT, (fomento.) 

MA?njEL OROZCO T BERRA, 



MAXIMILIAN, EMPEROR OF MEXICO. 

Considorinfr that there pxint in ti.f district of Cordoba, department of Vera Cruz, various 
rural estate* which, in cuu.s«'<itit iu«' ol' in.sulveuey jjrocei'dinps and other legul queslious 
raised about the owuertihip of tlicm, have been ne^xlected iu their principal parts, tlierehy 
depriving agriculture and tne popuhi:ion of the fmits which they ought to produco : 

Considering that said estates secure largo sums of money by mortgage in favor of the 
clergy, which now belong to the public treasury' by viiiue of the laws of '* dcsamortizatiou 
and that, in consequence of the abandonment in which these estates liave been left, their 
actual value do«s not, in any manner, suffice to cover these claims ; 

Ct'iisidt riug that, notwithstatidinfr the inuuher of years that tlie said questions have hem 
at issue, it has not been possible to terminate them, because the interest of the I tors is 
Opposed to the clearing of the righto of th^ creditors, thereby doing much injury to the 
piabiic treasttiy { 

Wo decree: 

Artk i.k 1. The niral estates designated as follows, and which are situated in the district 
of Curdoba, shall be taken possessinn of ou tho ground of public utility; Haciendas del 
Rosario, de San Antonio, dc Ojo de Agua Ciruude. de Ojo do Agua Cliu o, <li' Santa Ana, de 
la Concepcion Palmilla-:, de San Francisco, du Toluqui'la. raneho del Bucu Ketiro, hacienda 
de Guadalupe a la I'unta, de Cucahuatal, and de 8au Jose del Corral and Veuta Posada. 

Art. 2. Our uunister of improveineuts (fonieuto) will order thene estates to bo appraised, 
in order that the interested parties shall receive the indemnity to which tbev may he entitled 
by the laws, as soon as it will be made clear, by legal process, what is due toe public treasniy 
upon the s^d esUtes for the mortgages of the deigy, and who are the Isgitimato proprietors 
01 them. 

Abt. 3. The same minister will appropriate the said estetes to colonisation, dividing them 

into small lot«, and taking care to si c ure their value, in ord( r to pay it over, as part of the 
indemnity due for them, to thone who umy bo eulitlcd to it, when the investigations men- 
tioned in the preceding article will have been made. 
Qivenat ChapnUepec on the 6th September, 1db5. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

By the Emperor : 
The Minister of ImproTcmento : In his abasnce tbe sub-secretary, 

MANUEL OROZCO Y BERRA. 



On the anniversary of the independence of Mexico, the 16ih of September, the to-eallad 

emperor Maximilian delivered tlu- fidlowing speech: 

Oextlemkx: This is a family festival, a fistival of brothers, wliieh tmites evcr^' one of US 
this day under the folds of our glorious banner. 'J'lie day upon whiehour iniuiortul llidalgo, 
elevating' with unprecedented valor his pattiotic voice, united the heroes of a new Mexican 
era, will be forever, to tho sous of oar oonntiy, a day of r^oidng, becsnse we then celebrate 
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d)A inanpfuration of onr nalloiiallty, Waiise every gooA MexicMi mast renew by an oath the 

pmnii-i' to livt- for t]i«> prontnoss, iho iiKlcpfiiiliMicf, an<l t'lc integrity of Iiis cuniitrv, nml 
show hiin.sflf nhvavH nady tii <li li'iiil it with ull his heiurt Hud suul. Tim woid.s of that otith 
are the tiiht utii i>'<l by h <.^'Mi(] Mfxiruii. I aolemnly repeat tbein now. My h^art, my suul, 
my labor, ami my lawml efforts beloii}^ to yoa and to our beloved country. No induence in 
this world eim make mo waver in my duty ; every drop of my blood is 5le.xic-an now, and if 
(ttid .sen<l.s fre.sh dangers to threaten our country, you will see me figfht in your ranks fi»r ius 
iudopeudence and integrity. I am wiiliDg to die at the foot of our glorious banner, because 
no thumau power can wrest from me the trust with which you have endowed me. What I 
My must bo said by every pjo.l Mfxican; it must efface pait rancors; it must bury party 
hatred. I-hery one munt live lor the good of our beloved country. Thud united, auu fol- 
lowing the path of duty, we will be strongi and the principles which CMrm the baaia of our 
task wlU inlalUbly Uiumph. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Speed. 

Dbpart.ment of Statr, 

Washington, Ocfi)h(-r 2, 1S65. 

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith an extract from (ie.spatch No. 13, 
of September 10, 1865, received from William H. OorwiD. eaq., the charge 
d'affaires of the United States in Mexico, and a]iK> translations of the decrees 
recently i^^sued by the party ('xcrcir^inf^ authority in the city of Mexico, in rehi- 
tinn to the immigration and colonization in that country, referred to in that de- 
spatch. 

I submit these papers with the yww of ascertaining whether, undw said de* 
erees, peonage or any other form of slavery can be instituted in Mexico. 
I will thank you for an opinion at yonr earliest convenience. 
I have the honor to be, sir, yonr obedient servatit, 

WILLIAM fl. SEWAIID. 

Hon. Jambs Spbbd, 

Attorney General of the United States* 



Mr, Speed to Mr* Setoard, 

Attornby Gbnbral's Officb, 

October 21, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d 

day of October, together with an extract from despatch No. 13, of William H. 
Corwin, charge d'affaiie.s of the United States in the city of Mexico, and also 
truuslutionii of decrees recently iaaued by Maximilian, now exercit^ing the au- 
thority of an emperor in Mexico, in relation to immigration into and colonization 
in that country. 

You ai^k me whctlier, under these decrees, peonage or any other form of 

slavery can be instituted in ^lexico. 

The decreet}, of which you have sent to me copies, arc, in substance, as 
follows ; 

It is recited that, considering the scant popnlatlon of Mexican territory, it is 
de^'iralib; to give the fullest guarantees of property and liberty to immigrants; 

it ia then decreed — • 

1. That Mexico shall be open to emigration from all nations. 

2. Agents of emigration are to be appointed, and their powers and duties 

prt'-icrilx d. 

The :u\, 4tli, oth, 7th, 8th, and 9th articles set out and declare what shall be the 
rights and [)rivil« ges of emigrants. 

The 0th article reads thus ; *' ImmigrautH who wish to bfing, or cause to 
come, workiug-mcu, in considerable number, of whatever raee they may be, are 
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autbortBed to do bo ; bat these working-men will be the olgect of special pro* 

tective regulation," 

The pecoiul flcercc is snj)p]<MTVMit;try, and in it arc the special protective regu- 
lations for workiug-men referred to la the tith article. These regulations read ■ 
as follows : 

1. In conformity with the laws of the empire, all men of color are free by 

the fact, alone, of having trod on ^fexican territory, 

2. Tliey shall make with the patron wlio sluiU have engaged them a contract 
hy which he shall bind himself to fin d, clothe, lodge, and t^ike care of them in 
their ^ickneas, as well as pay them a salary, the amount of which shall be 
settled between them. The patron shall bind himself beside to deposit to the 
credit of the working mnn a sura equivalent to one quarter of liis salary in the 
Baviii;:,-^ l»iiuk, which will he f'nrtli<'r mentioned below. The workinji^ ni^in AvxW, 
at the Hani« time, bind himself to his patron to execute the work to which he 

• shall be set during I lie term of five years at least, and leu years at most. 

3. The patron shall bind himself to provide snbsistence for the children of 
his working-men ; in case of the d«'ath of the father, the patron shall have the 
guardian^ihip of the children, and they shall remain in his service ontil the ago 
of majority, on the same condition that the father was. 

4. Lvery workiug-raan shall have a book, inspected by the local authority, 
on which shall be given his description, the indication of the plaae where he 
works, and a certificate of good life and conduct. In ea-e of change of patron, 
the consent of the first patron shall be inscribed on the book. 

5. In case of the death of the patron, his heirs, or the individuals who have 
acquired his property, are bound toward their working-men on the same terms 
the patron was ; and the working-man, on his part, is bound in respect to the 
new proprietor in the terms of his first contract 

6. In case of desertion, the working-man apprehended shall be employed 
without any pay, on the [jubllc works, until he shall be reclaimed by his patron. 

7. Every unjust act of the patron towards his workiug-mau shall be turned 
over to the courts. 

8. Special commissioners of the police shall watch over the ezecntion of the 
present regulation, and shall, by virtue of their office, prosecute those contra- 

y<'Tiiiif; the same. 

9. Tlie government will establish a savings bank for the euds hereinafter 

mentioned. 

10 The patron shall deposit in the bank every month, to the credit of the 
working-men, a sum equal to one-quarter of the salary to which they are ^ti- 
tled by reason of their contract. 

11. The working-men may, besides, deposit in the savings bank the sum of 
which they shall have full credit. 

12. The deposits shall have the«dvantage of five per cent, annual Interest. 

13. At the close of their engagement, the working-men, on the presentation 
of their book, nhall receive their peculium integrally. 

14 If, nu the expiritifj of the contract, the workiuj^-men be dit^po.^ed to leave 
their money in the savings bank, they cau wiiiidraw the interest due, or leave 
it- on deposit ; and in the latter ease it shall be capitalized with the primitive 
capital, and shall also bear interest. 
• 15. In case of death, intestate, or without heirs, the peculium of the woriL- 
ing-men shall pa.«s into the possession of the public trea^uiy. 

The sixih article of the decree and regulations is incon>ij?tent and contradic- 
tory. Whilst the sixth article of the decree speaks of working-meu of every 
race, the regulaUons under it seem to embrace men of color only. 

Notwith!*tanding the broad declaration in the first regulation, that all men of 
color are free by the fact alone of having trnd on Mcxiian territory, it is mani- 
fest that iu the eubsequeut regulations a grinding aud odious form of slavery is 
sought to be established. 
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Slavery it? a law by Avliich one mnn a^.-^ei t8 domiuion over the conduct of 
another, either for a epecitied time, or lor life. 
The law of slavery makes the man a mere machine, controlled and goTenied 

. by another. The slavr ii ta but little occasion to exercise and U8e Uie noble 
faculties of hid mind. 'J'lie ])l)ysical man is alone of value to the master or 
l^trou, and he, of course, lookn only to the plivH^icil wantn of the >;lavc. 

That the regulations make slaves of workiug-men uud their families id evident. 
Ist. They are re (quired to sell themBelves for not lees than five nor more 
than ten yean. 

2d. They are required by law, no matter how circumstances may change, 
or thint^r? niay occur that wore not reasonably within the contemplation of the 
partiet), to specifically fulfil the engagement. 

dd. They must execute every work to which they ahall be set by their pa- 
tron daring that time. . 

4th. They cannot feed, clothe, lodge, or take care of themselves, either in 
health or in Hicktiefsf. 

oth. They cannot provide for the subsistence of their children, nor educate 
them, unlesti by perniii^diou uf the patron; and in case of death, iheir childicu 
become the slaves of the patron until their majority. 

6ih. The patron or master can sell or dispose of them to whom he pleases. 

7lh. They may complain tn tlie police of the h:\v<]\ treatment of tin ir maater, 
but have no right to petition for or s(»ek a clian;j^c of any law which may be 
regarded as oppressive or unjust to them or to their class or country. 

8th. If the police refnee to hear their complaints, or, hearing, deny interfer- 
ence, they are without redress. 

Oth. These regulations contemplate that the working-men require physical 
comforts only; their minds must remain uncultivated, their morals negle<^t^, 
and their religious training not cared for. 

lOtb. There is no provision by which the working-man can pnrehase himself 
or his time, or release or improve the condition of his children. 

11th. What is to become of the working man and hia children after he shall 
have faithfully served his term is not provided. Is he to be a free citizen, or 
is he still to be regarded as a working-man, and again compelled to sell himaeif 
and his family 1 

I have no hesitation in saying that these regnlatiom^ oonstitnte a law which 
deprives woiking-men of rights which we in this country regard, and which in 
every well-organized community ehoidd be regarded a.s inestiniahle, inalienable, 
and indestructible, and certainly makes them slaves. The history of this 
country, and particularly the history of the troubles from which we are just 
emerging, shows that no society can be organised permanently and remain at 
peace within its own borders, and with the outside world, wkere theee great and 
important rights are denied to any considerable claf^s of men. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient Hi rvant, 

JAMES yi'LED, Attorney General 

Hon. William H. SKWABD,&eretor^ of Suue. 



• Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward, 
tTnuuilation.J 

Mexican Lbgation to thb United States of AMEutcA, 

Washington, Ortohcr o, lS6o. 

^fR. Skchetary : I have Jlio honor to remit to you, for the information of the 
government of the United States, a copy,* in English, of the so-called law 



* I ur i-'uclusois see despatch firom Mr. Ottabourg, No. 16, of the 29th September, 1865. 

* 
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whicli OD the 6ith of September last was mned at Chapnltepec hj the ex-«nib- 
duke of ADStruii Fernando Maximilian, so-called emperor of Mexico, in whicb» 

under pretext, apparently, of iuvitinp- foreign cniij^ration to Mexico, he has 
ado])ted a }ilan which haa for its purjiuso to call to tJiat repnhlic the disaflTt cted 
citizens of the United States who ure not disposed to acknowledge the author- 
ity of this goTeramentf nor to accept the coneeqnenoes of the war, bj admit- 
tin^ them with their prejudices and their peculiar syBtem of labor« already well 
trit'd in the southern part of the United States. 

Acconlino^ to the information I have received, founded on facts, and which I 
have communicated to your department, the Kmperor of the French aud his 
agent in Mexico, considering that in the country there were not elements aaffi- 
dent to sustain them, have taken means to call to it dl persons they SUppoeed 
animated by any hostilitv against the United States. 

The arrangements made with ex-Senator Gwin, of California, had that object, 
but as that iudividual was recognized as a declared enemy of the Uuited States 
on the close of the civil war here, it was thought not advisable to irritate this 
oonntry by carrying out the plans which had been agreed upon with him. 

In place of them, there haa been another combination, which, auder a differ- 
ent form, it is hoped, may produce the like results. For this new plan tliey 
have gone to the extreme of practically re-e8tabli?hing, in fact, in Mexico, the 
odious institution of slavery. The so-called law of the ex-aichduko of Austria 
goes accompanied by a regulation signed by the same Maximilian, of which I 
also enclose a copy in lln-lish, whose first article, to cover appearances, declares 
that, "according to the laws of the empire, all men of color are free from the 
mere fact of stepjiing on Mexican territory;" htit those following eptablit»h a 
slavery so much the more odious, because it is not restricted to color or deter- 
mination of caste. 

The working>men— name they givi to the slaves— will make, accord in- lo 
such regnlation.", a contract with their mn-iter, called patron, hy which he will 
bind himself to feed, clothe, and lodge ihcm, and support tliern in sieknesr*. and 
pay them u sum of money iu conformity with the conditions agreed upon 
between them. The fourth part of the sum will be lost to the working-man 
almost, because he cannot dispose of it nor of the interest while his contract 
lasts, according to terras of article? 1.3 and 14. " The working-man will en- 
gage at the same time with his jiatron to do the wcnk to which he may be 
assigned for the term of five years at least, and ten yeai's almost." "The 
patron will engage to maintmn the children of his woriung-men." This slavery 
is hereditary, because, according to article three of the regulations, " iu case of 
the death of the father, (working-man,) the patron shall consider himself tutor 
of the children, nrjd thev ^^hall continue in his service until inaioritv on the 
same conditions as wjis the father." The heirs of the patron will hold, in their 
torn, these working-meu in conformity with article 5. To complete the odiooa 
practices of the holders of slaves, the regulation referred to contains (article 6) 
an artide against fugitive slaves, by which, "in case of desertion, the workman, 
when canglii, f^liall hv a.-<figned, without wages at all, to the public works until 
hi:» ])atron corned to reclaim him." To consnmujate this work of iniquity, ar- 
ticle 15 provides that in case of death " ab intestate," or without heirs, the 
peculinm of the working-man shall pass into the control of the public treasury. 

It is really an extraordinary thing, and almost incomprehensible, that when 
slavery has received a death-blow in the only country that could revive it, and 
when it liat< been shown by facts that its existence is an evil, f* icial, moral and 
olitical, there cau be in the world a usurper who, without having established 
is authority in the country he tries to dominate Qi^er, should attempt to re-es- 
tabUsh that odious system for the purpose of strengthening himself, and merely 
cLnnpiiig the name for the purpose of d< lnding the world. 
Ah this system of labor might be taken fur what in Mexico is called peonage. 
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and as that may be considered here as an institution eq^uivalent to slavery^ I 
think it expedient to BhoW to yon that on some estates in the tiems ealientes, 
to the south of Mexico, there has in fact been, through the abuses of the pro- 
prietors and the infliiciue tlif y enjoyed, somctliing that might be compared in 
its practical effects with v.hat the ex-archduke of Austria bus now established 
in his aforesaid decree ; but such abuses, besides being restricted to a very nar- 
mw dbtrict» were never sanctioned by the Mexican laws, and the national gov- 
ernment of that republic has taken especial care to correct them and root them 
out. It was reserved for the ex-archduke of Austria to sanction such an abu- 
sive practice by a law ^\■hich, if it goes into force, will be executed throughout 
the whole extent of the Mexiciin territory. 

Before concluding this note, I think it proper to remit to you copy of the 
speech which was delivered in Mexico on the said 16th September by the said 
arehdoke of Austria, Fernando Maxiuulian, in which he expresses what he 
calls his irrevocable determinfition not to leave MexicQ upon any consideration, 
whatever may be the circum-stanees. Tliif< is one proof more that the Emperor 
of the French is very far from desisting from his outrageous attempt to deceive 
the people of Mexico Into acceptance of the yoke of a European monarchy. 

It is satisfiietory to me to avail of this opportunity to renew to yon, Mr. Sec- 
retary, the aasnrances of my most distinguished consideration. 

M. KOMEUO. 

Hon. William H. Seward, Sfc., Sfc., Sfc. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Bigclow. 

No. 296,| Dbpabtment of State, 

Washington, November 2, 1865. 

Sir : The condition of the emancipated slaves or freedmen within the United 
States is at this moment very properly a subject of deep interest. Tb» estab- 
lishment of the perfect equality of men of the African race with men of other 
races throughout the whole continent, is a policy which the United States may 
hereafter be expected to cultivate with constancy and aPBiduity. Certain de- 
crees bearing on the subject of immigration which are understood to have been 
promulgatea by authorities acting in Mexico, in opposition to that republic, 
have arrested the attention of this government. The law officer of the govern- 
ment has submitted to this department an (pinion, that if tho.^e decreM were 
carried into exocntion, thoy would inevitably operate to rcfluce into a condition 
of peon slavery worlciiig-men of the Afric.in race, and, of coarse, such of the 
freedmen before mentioned as, with or without their intelligent consent, might 
he brought within the jurisdictiott of Mexico. 

If European opinion can be regarded as established in reference to any one 
political question, it is settled that African slavery in any form ought henceforth 
to ccaso througliout the world. We do not finulit that the Kmperor of France 
cordially and lully concurs, as we do, in tliis humane aeutimeut. 1 have, there- 
fore, to request yon to place a copy of the opinion of the Attorney General, 
herewith enclosed,* in the hands of Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys, and ask that the 
attention of the French government may be din cted to the qner^tion whicli the 
Attorney General has discussed with ability, and with an auxious desire to ar- 
rive at just conclusions. 

I am, sir, your ol)edient servant, • 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

John Bioblow, Esq., Sfc. Sfc., ifc. 



<*The opinion of the Attorney General referred to herein is that previously inscrteU under 
date of Octoberdl, 1866. 

31 D C 
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Mr, BigeUnc to Mr* Seward, 

No. 208.J Lboation op tiik United States, 

Pam, November 24, 1865. 

SlB: I have tlic honor to acknowledge the receipt of your instruction No. 
296, covering the opinion of Mr. Attoniey General Speed in reference to certain 
decrees relating to emigration which have recently lieen promulgated from the 
city of Mexico, and to enclose a copy of a commnnicatioii addressed hj me, in 
compliaftce therewith, to his ezeeUencj the minister for foreign affiurs, on the 
82d instant. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. WiLLiAiM n. Skward, 

Secretary of State, WMingt&n, D, C, 



[Kiiclostirc] 
Mr. Bigtlou) to Monsieur Drotiijii df LImys. 

LEGATIUN of the UXITED STATES, 

PariB, No9tmb*r9i, 1865. 

Sir : Recalling the conversation which I had the honor to hold with your excellency on 
the 17th ultimoi in nlation to the alleged levy of Egypiian trooptf for involontfury aervioe in 
Mexico, and the repreaentations I then made in regain to the natnral nnwillingneM of my 

government and ( (niiitiy jm ople to sit' sluvory in any form replantcil t-iiln r \\ ithin our terri- 
tory or on our borders, I beg to invito your exc«ll< n* y's attention to coitatn recent decrees 
bearing upon the aniijeet ofemlflrntion to Mezicu, ir.u portiue to emanate from avthorities 
artiiijj: in (ipjiosition to that ropuulic. In the opinion of tin; la^^■ i-nii cr of my govornmcnt. 
these dt cTi es, if enforced, would inevitably reduce to the condition ul peon slavery workiug- 
men of the African race, and of course such of the freedmen of the United States as maj 
have already been, or hereafter may be, seduced to jjo tlicrc, without a full and intelligent 
compreliensiou of their liabilities. That your excellency may understnml the pounds for thU 
conclusion, I am instnictcd to transmit to your excellency a copy of the Attorney General** 
opinion, \vliich will be found enclosed, and to invite the attention of tlie imperial govommcr.t 
to the tjiuestious there discussed. In complying with these instructions of my govermneut, 1 
avail myielf of the language of the despatch containing them to say that, **If European 
opinion can be regarded as established iu reference to any one political auestion, it ia settled 
that African slaveiy, in any form, ought henceforth to cease throughout the world." We do 
not doubt that the Emperor of l^Vance cordially and fully eomcnxs, as we do, in this hamane 
•entimenU 

I pray your exedDeney to accept aaaniaaces of the distinguished consideration with which 
Ihave the honor to be your exeeUeney*a Teiyobedieiit and veiy hunil>l< n, nant. 

JOli^' mUliLOW. 

His Excellency M. DRouim db Lhuvs, 

Jf Mister of Fvnign JJkirg, 



Mr. Seicard ttt Mr. Romero. 

Department of State, 

Washirtglon^ December 10, 18()5. 

SiK : 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communications 
of the dth October and 20th Noremher last, with their several important ac- 
companiments, which yon were pleased to communicate for the information of 

the government of the United States. In reply, I have the honor to inform 
you that they have already received thf^ coTisidfration of flii-^ (L pnrtnient, and 
that measures have been adopted which ui e deemed proper to meet the exigencica 
which they present. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my 
very distinguished consideration. 

WILLIAM! H. S£WARD. 
Seuor Matia« Romero, 4(r., ^c, ^r., Wathinglon, D. C. 
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Mr. Seward to Mr. Bigelou:. 

No, 329.] Dbpartmknt of Statk, 

Wnskington, December 14, 1865. 

Sir: Your despatch of the 24th of November, No. 202, with its accompaui- 
meut, baa been received. The note wbicb you addressed to Mr. Droujn de 
Uiayfl on the sabject of peon bUtotj in Mexico is approved. 
I «D> air, TOUT obedient eemutt* 

WILUAM H. S£WABD. 

John Bigblow, £8q., ifc*, igct ige. 



Mr. Bigelow to Mr. i^cward. 
[Three enclosures. ] 

No. 243.J Unitbd States Lrgation, 

Paris, January/ 16, 1866. 

Sir: Recalling my despatch No. 202, I have the honor to transmit a reply, 
received laat evening, from his excellency the minister of foreign afi tirs to the 
note whieh I addioBsed him on the 22d of November last, in reference to 
certain decrees promulgated recently frum the city of Mexico. 

My letter acknowledging the receipt of hie exeellency'e oommnnication is also 
enclosed. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary iff State. 



Mr, Dreugn lAmjp to Mt» Bighorn. 

FARKt Jmmm^rt/ 1.'., Id66. 

Sir: Ton did mc the honor to conununicateto me in the coarse of the month of November, 
a letter addressed to Mr. Seward, tin- Scprftary of State, !>y the Attorney (uMicrnl of the 
United States, on the subject of the decrees issued by the emperor Maximilian concerning 
inimi;;ration and colonization in Mexico. Thiit document eon.stitutin{; a judgment upon 
interior acts of the Mexican povemment. I could only receive it as a piece of information. I 
■was careful to point this out to you ut the time, deelininp also any di.scunsion upon measures 
to whieli the Emperor's government was absolutely foreifjn. In acknowledging receipt, 
therefore, according to jour desire, of your letter of the 22d Kovember, I coiuiaer mj'self 
bonnd to state the verbal reply which I bad to inalce thereto. 

DBOUTN DE LHUT8. 



Mr. Bigeloto to Mr. Droufn dc Lhuys. 

Parih, January 16, 1866. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive jonr excellency's comnranication, dated the 15th 

instant, relative to cetttiin decrees rcci'iitly promulgated in Mexico uii iti the subjectof imml* 
gration and coluuizaliou. Vuur excelkucv refusesall explanation ot the tnMdmis.sible passages 
of one of these decrees, to which I had tne honor to call, your attention in a note oi the 
of November last, npou the plen that th* y rt ';iti- to measures of intenial administration, with 
whit li the Emperor's government had uutlim^' to do. 

Although the line separating the responsibility of the iinperial government from that of the 
political orgnnization it has planted in Mi-xu n is tiared with somt) indistinctness, I am rertain 
uiy government will learn wiiii sutisfactir n thai Fraiue, whieh was one of the first powers to 
bold up slavery to the execration < 1 mankind, declines all lesponsibllity as to tlie attempt 
(although made under protection of her tiitg) to rO'Cstahlish that institution in a country 
Wliieh had expressly stigmatized and abolished it. 
I take this opportunity, dec, 

JOHN BIGELOW, 



Digitized by Google 



484 



DIFLOMATIO COBBESPOKDEirCS. 



STEPS TAKEN BY MAXIMILIAN TO OBTAIN FROM THE UNITED STATES A 
RECOGNITION OF THE BO-CALLRD EMPIBE OF MEXICO. ' 

SHior Arroyo to Mr. Cbr»m.^Oonfideiitiii].) 

[Trauslutiuu. J 

New York, March 2, 1865. 

My Dear Sir : Under date of tlio 10th of Jatntary hist his cxccncncy Don 
Joh'e Kamircz, minister of t^tat** and of foreign affairs of the Mexican empire, 
antborizes me to address myticli directly aud couiideatially to the houorabie Mr. 
WlUiaiii H* Seirard, Secretary of State, upon determinate points, which I will 
indicate to you when I may have the satisfaction of eeeiog you for thr purpose* 

The same Mr. Ramirez tejls me the following: "You can see Mr. Corwin in 
my name and avail yourself of his? influence, manife.siing to him that I have re- 
gretted not to receive his reply to the letter which I addressed to him in August 
uust." I therefore beg you to be pleased to aid me with your influence, in order 
to bring about and sec whether the object of my commission can be obtained^ 
not donbting that your kindness will cause yon to assist me with your coonsels 
and opinion. 

I think that you will be of opinion that I should go to your city (Washington) 
to solicit, verbally, the two points to which my mission is concreted, and 1 will 
accordingly do so; but* before undertaking the journey, I would be pleased if 
you would do me the favor, if you have an opportunity, to indicate to Mr. Sew- 
ard my expcctrd journey, in order that, if he have no objection that I should 
see him cxlia-pilicially, he should so indicate it. 

You can at once, if you think proper, intimate to Mr. Seward that one of the 
points of my commission is to see whether the habilitation (recognition) of our 
eonsnis can be obtained because of the ^barrassments which exist in conse- 
quence of tlicir non-lmbilitation, (non-recognition ;) and while in Mexico the exer- 
cise of their functions has been continued without embarrassment to the American 
consuls, and that the government, which was that of Don Benito Juarez, does 
not exist either de facto or de jure. 

Yon will excuse mc for writing to you in my own language, as 1 do not know 
the English witli tlie requisite perfection. 

I avail myself of thi.s occasion to place myself at your disposition as your 
most obedient servant, &c., &c., &c.r 

LUIS BE ARROYO, 
Box No, 4202. 

Mr. Tbomas GoRWtN, Wathington, 

NoTBw— The foregoing letter was submitted to the .Secretary of State by Mr. 
Corwin in the early part of the month of Marqh, 1865. 



Memorandum, 

Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 

Wathington, March 13, 1865. 

Mr. Seward read to Mr, Corwin as follows : 

It is a fixed habit of tfii^^ government to hold no oflicial intercourse with agents 
of ymrtie.'! in any country which stand in an altitude of revolution anfagonisiic 
to iho sovereign authority in the same country with which the United States are 
on terms of Inendly diplomatic intereoune. 
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It is equally a fixed habit of this government to hold no nnoffieial or private 

interviews with persons with whom it cannot hold official intercourse. 

For thcFc reasons the overtoie, submitted by Mr. Oorwin to the ISecrotory of 
State, is declined. 



Memorandum by Mr. Seward. 

Ou the 17th day of Julv, 1865, the Marquis do Montholon called at the De- 

Sotment of State, and saia that a special agent had arrived at Washington from 
ezicot and that he was the bearer of a letter signed Maximilian, and addressed 
to tlie President of the United States, a copy of which the Marquis suhmittod • 
to the Secretary of State, saying that tlio a^oiit wns instructed to deliver the 
letter if it should be agreeable to the government of the United States, lie also 
said thut the agent brought papers to make cxplan'alions and adopt proceedings 
in relation to certain transactions on the Rio Grande, upon which the United 
States goveroment had made representations to the imperial government of 
France. 

The Secretary replied, that, inasmuch as the ]ett<T referred to was directly 
addressed to the President of the United States, the Secretary would reserve 
himself until he should have had a conversation with the President upon the 
subject. 

On the 18lh the Secretary of State delivered back the copy of the letter to 
the Marquis de Montholon, and said that the United States are in friendly com- 
muuicntiou now, as heretofore, with the republicoa government in Mexico, and, 
thereforei cannot depart from die course of proceeding it has heretofore pursued 
towards that country, and of course that the President declined to receive the 
letter, or to hold any intercourse with the agent who brought it. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 



j\Ir. Romero to Mr. Srirard. 

AN'asiiint.to.v, July 31, 1865. 

Mr. Roni< rn presents his compliments to Mr. Seward, and ha.si the lionor to 
transmit tu him a copy, iu Kuglidh, of a letter wliich he has received from the 
city of Mexico, dated the 8th of the month terminating this day, in which some 
truthful details are given of the efforts of the usurper of Mexico to obtaiii the 
recognition of the government of the United States. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, Sfc, ifc., lfe» 



[Trsnsktion.] 

Mexico, Jn^r 8* 18S6. 

Up to a vcrj' recput period official circles iicro hod Li en uiitlcr the inipn-ssion that Prcsideut 
Jflhowmand Sir. Seward were groat admirenof MaxiDiilinn, personally, and would be willing;^, 
at a proper timi', to recognize nim as the govemmpiit of Mexico, btit thnf they woiiM pr(>f^>r 
that (<otne overtures obould bo first made tu thunt, uud that the uiTuir should not bu iu uny 
way prt-Mednpon them as to time. Huch ha.4 been for a long period the prevailing opinion 
with reference to the action of the United States government. This itnt)res8ion, it is said, 
haa been largely supported by. if not mainly based upon, assurances which, it is asserted, 
have been communicated by Mr. Corwin, late minister htTc, in his corrt'spondence from 
Weahiiurton, with Mr. Bamirex, MaximiliMi's secretary of state, and even with tieneral Ba- 
saine. Before Mr. Corwin left for home, he expreraed himself In atraj that led to the Infer- 
t iice that ho was dicgusti d wiili ii miblics genenilly. and his relations with Mr. Ramirez and 
with (ileneral Bazaioe, of whom lie was a ^reat admirer, were snch as to be almost conti* 
dential in thrir chaneter. 
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Since then Mr. Corwin has been con.s'ulorfil hero as the host frioiid of the rniiiin" In the 
United States, and great expectations Lave been based upuu his supposed intlueucu with the 
Waahini^n government. That he has been lending his good offices an4 t e rv l cw to promote 
Its rccorriiifion is unqtipstionnbly a fact. 

Last winter he Hought uu interview from Mr. Seward in favor of Don Luis Arroyo, to obtain 
bis recognition by our goverumeiit as impoial oonaul in New York. lu this attempt, how- 
ever, lip utterly failL'«l. Mr. Corwin, it seems, recoveretl from th.il blow, and lately wrote a 
little more eucoumgingly to his friends. The news he .sent was received with the greatest 
rejoicings at the palace. Ab the French, as well as Maximilian and everybody else here, 
well understand that the empire only exists by the toleration of the United States, they 
thought at once of sending to Washington one of the highest officials, to pave the way for 
recognition, and, in jiistief to Maximilian, it imi^t he nekiiowlcdgeJ that he devised a vc ry nice 
little uitrigue. The grand nuirshal of the empire, General Almonte, was to be sent to Washington 
as ambassador extraordinary in special mission. He was to take among his suite Cbaraber' 
• lain Degollado, as attache to the embassy. The general would carry with him an autograph 
letter oi condolence from Maximilian to President Johnson upon the assassination of Jrresi' 
dent Lineeln, and congratulating Mr. Johnson npon his eloTation to the presidential chair. 
It was tliouj:;ht that Mr. John.son could not bo so rude as to decline receiving and answering 
such a letter, and giving a fair hearing to the grand marshal. Mr. Kamire/., the minister of 
foreign aflfairs, however, spoil<^ this little intri<rtie, either because he did not plaee entire 
coiitidenee in the infurniatinn he had rer*"i\ cd. ur tstr other rea.sons. The fact is, he was un- 
willing to let the grand nuu.>iiial go, fur li'ar tiiat iie and hi.s sovtreigu would be exposed tea 
nievous slight. He advLsed that the letter slionld bo written and sent, but that it should 
be carried by Chamberlain Defrollado, who would leave for the United States as if on private 
busine.ss. Thi.s plan was tiually adopted. The French papers hero denied it was ever 
thought to send General Almonte, and that Degollado lett on private business alone. Dc- 
gollMO being married to a Virginia wife, was thoiu^bt to be the jperson be.«t fitted to go without 
attraettnp much attention, and to interest in his mvor the United States government. Un- 
lortun.nf* ! y for Maximilian, Degollado's wife has not and never had Union sentinients, and 
will not carry, therefore, much weight. Degollado was instructed to ask an interview from 
Mr. Seward or the Pmident to deliver Maximiliau*s letter, throngh.tbe French minister, M. 
Montholon, it being believed tlmt tin is nothing that uiir govoninicnt could refuse when 
asked by such a source. You wiil be able to know better than we here what will be the 
result of this intrighe. Nobody believes hero that it will succeed. 



Mr, Romero to Mr, Hunter, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican Lboation is tmk Uxitkd Statks of A.mekica, 

Washington, August 1, 1865. 

Mr. AcTi.VG Skcuetaii V : I have the honor to enclose to you a copy of a note 
which the consul general of Mexico, residing in New York, addressed to me 
tiiider date of yesterday, calling my attention to the annexed advertisement pub* 
lislu d in the World of the 29th of July last past, by Don Luis Arroyo* who 
callt« lilniself the consul named for that city by the so-called Mexican cmpirfi. 

I deem it proper to pall 1o notice that Don Luis Arroyo, under the title of 
commercial nf^cnt, is about to exercise, as is advertised, all the fuuctious to 
which he might be entitled if he were the tme consul of Mexico, with the re- 
spective exequatur of tlic government of the United States. For this reason I 
beg you to have tlie goodness t ) communicate to me the views of the j^ovorn- 
ment of the United States U])0u two points, upon which I require to fix iny ideas 
before adopthig un opinion upon this matter. The lirst is, whether the govern- 
ment of the United States considers that the ex-Archdnke Ferdinand Maxi* 
milian has the right to appoint in this country commercial agents who shall 
publicly exercise tiie functions of consul, or whether this right belongs solely 
to the governments whoHe existence is neither doubtful tior questionable. 

According to my understanding, this government only sees in tiie republic 
of Mexico a war between it and Jniince, without recognizing there Maximilian, 
not even ss a govemmcnl de facto. 
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The second point ib, wLether buch commercial agenU caa exercise the fuac* 
tions of oonsnis, notoDlj witbout a formal exefuainr, but also without any other 
Fort of permidtiion or recognition from the government of the United Suites. 

1 must make knn;vn to yon that up to this period the French consul in New 
York had been performing- tlic function? wliich Don Luis Arroyo pretends now 
to excrcUe, which was perhaps more lo<^ical and manifested more consideration 
for the government of the United States, inasmuch as the French consul has 
an exequatur from this government, and represents more genuinely the order of 
things established in Mexi o hy the army of Napoleon III. The change which 
is now made seems to be (lin ctod to mnnifost that the government of the United 
States tacitly recognizes as a goverumcut de facto the work of the French in- 
tervention in Mexico. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to reiterate to yon, sir, the assoranees of 
my disUngnished consideration. ' 

M. £0>l£ftO. 

Hon. William UuiNTkr, ^t;., Sgc., igc. 



[Enclosan No. 1.— Traiulation.] 
Consulate Geseral op the Meucan Rkpubuc in tiie U. S., 

A'eir York, July 'M, l!?Go. 

In the number of tin- W'orM tinted the 29th instant, n Mr. Anroyo, who calls himself the 
eoustil of the Mexican eiujiijc iu the city of New York, hiw pnblislied an advortiHemeut, of 
which I enclose yon a copy, in which he gives notice to the merchants of this port who may 
send effects to Mexico, that all the certificates of invoices and manifests must be authorized 
by himself, and not by th© nndersipned. 

As it is well known that the said Mr. Arroyo cannot exorcise in this country consular 
functions, because he has not the exeamatur of the govemmeDt of the United .States, a 
requisite wlilch I alone possess, I have the honor to htinff this fact to the knowledge of your 
legation, thiit you mny, if you deem it proper, obtain from tin' cabinet of Washington a 
measure that will put an end to Uiia abuse, throueh which tho laws of this country are 
mocked, which provtde that in order to be enabled to perform tlie duties of consul, the 

exequatur of the rre-ident is required, 

1 have the honor to protest to you on this occasion my most distin(fni.<«hed cou.sideratiou. 
Independenca and liber^ ! 



The iyaUQT MINISTER rLENIPOTCNTIARY 

qftke MtxiMu BeftMie at WkMhimgton, 



JUAH N. NAVARfiO. 



[Enclosure No. 2.— From the World, of July 'JD. 1H>5.] 

Tra4ie tcith Mtzico.~~Dccrceof JUazimilian uith regard to intoiees and man\festa of mtrchandist 

fortMnUd ta MexiMnpofU, 

New York, Ju/y 88, 1865. 

To the Editor of the World : 

Sin : Desiring that the commercial community mny ('ome to the knowledge of the adjoin* 
ing decrees, I request your kindness to order its publicaiiuu iu the columns of your valuable 
joamal, and oMim your most obedient servant, 

LOUIS DE AfiBOYO, 

N0. 4A Bnmdmag. 

Department of the Treasi ry, 

Mexico, JcMMMf 84, 1865. 

(Seetion 1.— Cfanolar No. 36.) 

Consuls and viee-eonsnts tnm the empire of Mexico haring been already appoiuted and 

residing in foreipn countries, it appertains t * tbetn to legalize the invoices aii<l manifests of 
merchiwdise forwarded to our ports, and also all documents required by the laws to bo leffal- 
iied. Tho agents appointed bv the admtnlstiation of Don Benito Juarez w ill cease in uuir 
fonetiona, as such administratioD came to an end since the 31st of Hay, 1863. 
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Therefore, 1 would direct you, by order of his Majpsty the emprrnr, to notifv the com* 
merea of that city that hereafter all such above-stated documents nuist be indispensably 
legalised bv the ngcuta of the empire. All invoices and inanifi'sts of vt >>t U oomintr into the 
ports of said ••mpiri', cortilicd by tho former agents, whose appointmeuia have not been r©- 
newi'd by the actual iidministratioti, aball ho eoDaideied of no yalue, and aball not prodaoe 

any U'i.-iil t tTt-ct or evidence wlmfcvcr. 

All which I couimunicate to you so as to have the same duly published, hoping that when 
you will acknowledge the receipt of this order you will inform nie tho day that the publica 
tion has been made, in order to adviso it to the collectors of the cu8tom>boases on the seo-ports. 

H. CAftTILLO. 

liOmS I>E AllKOYO, 

Cmsu/, acting m» Cmmmeiat Agtrnt^ New Yptle. 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Romero, 

DaPAtn'MKNT (»F Statk, 

Washington, August 9, 1SG5. 

SiK : Your uote of the lot instant has bec-u received, in which you afk the 
Attention of this department to an advertisement published in the New York 
World, of the 29th ultimo, by Bon Lonis Arroyo, in whicl) that person g:ive8 
notice that t^hippors to Mexican ports must have their invoices and manifests 
attested by him, as consul of tlie Mexican empire, in tho city of New York. 

In reply, I have to state that this department is not aware of any law of the 
United States which forbids a person claiming to be a oonsnl of a foreign power 
from making on his own responsibility a pnblieatton of the character to which 
you refer. 

It cannot be necessary for mc to repeat what has imiformly ?aid by 

this government in all its official correspondence, that no other than the repub- 
lican government in Mexico has been recognized by the United ^ftates. You 
are aware, however* that the party in arms against that government ia, and for 
some time past has been, in possession of some, at Ieast» of the ports of Mexico. 
That pop.-'Lr'sion carries with it, for tlio time being, a power to prescribe the 
terms upon which foreign commerce may be carried on with those ports. If, 
as is presumed to be the case, one uf those conditions is, that the invoices and 
manifests of vessels from abroad* bonnd to those ports* must be certified by a 
commercial agent of the party in possession, residing in the port of the f >reign 
country from which the vessel may proceed, it i? n<>t perc( ived what < ir( ctivc 
measures this gov( rnniont could properly take in the premifes. Such a com« 
mercial agent can perform no cousulai- act relating to the affairs uf his counti'y- 
men in the United States. To prohibit him from attesting invoices and mani'. 
fests, under the circumstances referred to* would bo tantamount to an interdic- 
tion of trade between the United States and those ^lexican ports which are not 
in possession of the republican government of that country. The consuls of 
the United States in Mexico, who have their exequaturs from that government 
only, themselves discharge duties as commercial agents in the ports which are 
not under the control of that government in all respects like those which the 

?er80tt Arroyo* in the same way and to the same extent, claims to do at New 
ork in respect to said ports. 

1 avail myself of this occasion to offer to you, sir, renewed assurances of my 
high consideration. 

WILLIAM H. 8EWABD. 

SeOor Don Matias Bomebo, ^r., 

New York City, 
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Mr. Romero io Mr, Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican- Legation in thr United States or Ambbica, 

New York, AuguH 12, 1865. 
Mr. Secretary : I Lave bad tlie honor of receiving your note of the 9th 

instant, in reply to mine of tlic l^t, a^kin^ questions of the <lop.irtment ahout 
the proceedings of Loui^ Arroyo, who h is op nio»d aa oflice in this citjr, as coin- 
mercial agent of the pretended Mexican umpire. 

Ab y^oar note contains no positive answer to my interrogation, although it 
clearly indicates the steps to oe taken by the United States government in the 
affair, I have thonght it my duty, coiihidcrinj^ the circumstances of the case, to 
}<ubmit the qut-stioii to the goverumeut of Mexico, and wait for instructions to 
direct me in regard to it. 

I embrace mis opportunity of renewing the assurances of my most distin> 
gnished consideration. 

^ M. ROMERO. 

Hou. William H. Seward, ^r., ^pc, ^c. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Bigdow. 
[EKtiacL] 

No. 300.] * Dbpabtmbnt op Stats. 

WathingUm, November 6* 1865. 
MyDbabSir: •*♦••• 

I will proceed to di^rur;* the puhjoct, and leave you to jires^ent the opinions of 
the Pre^iidciit to such extent and in such manner as your own views of propriety 
shall Buggc^it. The President feels himself hound to adhere to the opinion set 
forth in my des|Mitch No. 259, which has, as we nndentand, been already read 
to !Mr. Drouyn de Lhnys. The presence and operations a French anny in 
^lexico, and its maintenance of an authority there, resting upon force and not 
the free will of the people of Mexico, is a cause of serious concern to the United 
States. Neverthekifs, the objection of tliu United States is still broader, and 
includes the authority itself which the French army is thus maintaining. That 
authority is in direct antagonism to the policy of this government and the prin- 
ciple upon which it is founded. 

Kvery day's experience of it^ operations only adds some new cnnfirmation of 
the justice of the views which this government expressed at the time the attempt 
to institute that auUiority first became known. The United States have hitherto 
practiced the utmost frankness on that subject. 

They still regard the effort to establish permanently a foreign and imperial 
government in Mexico as disallowable and impracticable. For these reasons 
they could not now agree to compromise the position they have heretofore as- 
sumed. They are not prepared to recognize, or to j^ledgc themselves hereafter 
to recognise, any political institutions in Mexico which are in opposition to the 
republican p-overnment with which we have so long and so constantly main- 
tained n lations of amity and friendship. I need hardly repeat niy pa.<?t assu- 
rances of our sincere desire to preserve our inherited relations of friendship with 
France. This desire greatlv mcreases our regret that no oommnnieations, for- 
mal or informal, which have heen received from the government of that conntiy, 
seem to justify us in expecting that France is likely soon to be ready to remove, 
as far as may depend upou her, the cause of our deep concern for the harmony 
of the two nations. 
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The suggestion which you make of a willingness on tlie pxirt of France to 
propose a reTision of tbe commercial relationi between the two eonntries is not 
regarded aa having emanated from the goTemment of the empire. Uowcver 

that may be, it is hardly necessary to say that we should not be du-elling: so 
earnestly upon the branch of political relations if it had not been our conviction 
that those relations at the present moment supersede those of commerce in the 
consideration of tbe American people. 

Believe me to be always fiiithftiUy yonrs, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

John Bigblow, Esq., 



Mr, Bi^ehw to Mr. Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No. 209.] Lbgation op the Umted Statks, 

Paris, Xovember 30, 1SG5. 

Sir: Upon reflection I concluded that 1 should be likely to leave more cor- 
rect impressions, and perhaps exclude some erroneous ones from the mind of 
Monsieur Drouyn de Lhuys, by readiug your despatch No. 300 to him, than by 
leaving bim, after our interview on Thnnday week, to imagine its contents. I 
accordingly called upon his excellency on Tuesday last, and after disposing of 
some other matters of less importance, told him frankly that I wished to read to 
him the despatch, to the contents of which I had referred nt our liir*r interview, 
to prevent his supposing it contained anything which 1 had thought proper or 
had been instmctea to conceal from him. 

Wlien I finished he thanked me for re uliiif^ the despatch, though he felt 
obliged to say that he derived neither pleasure nor satisfaction from its contents. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN BI6EL0W. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, 4pe., ifc., ifc. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Bigflow, 

No. 332.] Uki'aiitaik.nt of State, 

WaskfHgitmt December 16, 1865. 

8iR: Tour despatch of November 30, No. 209, was duly received, and it has 
been submitted to the President. 

Your proceeding; in reading my despatch Xo. ?>()i^ \ > Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys 
is approved. Tlie general tenor of llii- remarks made by you to the minister of 
foreign affaii-s on that occawiou is likewise approved. It is not the executive 
department of this government alone which is interested and concerned in the 

Question whether tbe present condition of things shall be continued in Mexico, 
^he interest is a national one, and in every event Congres-?, which is now in 
session, is authorized by the Conslitutiou aud is entitled to direct by law the 
action of the United States in regard to that important subject. 

It has been the President's purpose that France sbould be respectfully informed 
upon two points, namely : 

First. That the United States earnestly desure to continue and to cultivate 
sincere friendship with France. 

Second. That this policy would be brought into imminent jeopardy, unless 
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Fnmce could de^ it consistent with her interest and honor to desist from the 

firosecution of armed intorvention in i^fcxico, to overthrow the domestic repub- 
ican government existing there, and to e&tablish upon its niins tlie foreign mon- 
uichj which has been attempted to be inaugurated in the capital of that country. 

In Answer to an expoeition of onr views which was thus nia;de, the suggestion 
was offered to you by Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys that the government of the United 
States might favor the express dcBirc of tlio Kmp' ror to witlidraw from Mexico, 
by giving: to him some formal assurance that in the event of hi^ withdrawal thi^ 
govcriiuii lit would recognize the institution of Maximilian in Mexico as de facto 
a political power. 

It wad my desire, in framing the despatch No. 300, to express in behalf of the 
United States a decision tliat tlic recognition wliich the Emperor had thus ?ug- 
gested cannot be made, and to assign, by way of explanation, the grounds upon 
which that decision was based. 1 have carefully considered the arguments 
against that decision which were presented to jjrou by Mr. Dronyn de Lhuys in 
the interview referred to, and I do not find in them any snffidcnt reasons for 
modifying tlie views which the United Stat*^ have expressed. 

It remains now only to make known to Mr. Drouyn do Lhuys my profound 
regret that he has thought it his duty to leave the subject, in his conversation 
with you, in a condition that does not anthorize an expectation on onr part that 
a satisfactory adjustment of the case can be effected on any basis that thus far 
has been discussed. 

I am, sir, yonr obedient servant, 

WILLIAM U. SEWAKD. 

Joii.\ BiUBLow, Esq., ifc^ i^c, ^-c. 



Th€ Marquis de Montholon to Mr. Scicard, 

[Trsnsluflou. ] 

Washington, November 29, 1SG5. 
Mv Dkar Sir: Confoi-mlng to tlie dc-^ire you expre^«ed to me, I send you, 
herewith, a copy and translation of Mr. Drouyn do Lhuys's despatch, the con- 
tents of which I have had the honor to read to you. 
With the highest regards, I remain, my dear sir, respectfully yours, 

MONTHOLON 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Searetaty of Utatct Sgc., Igc., Sfc, 



MotuUur Drougm IJmjf$ to the Marqui» de ifoalAirfaii.— (Confidential.) 

[Tmnslation.] 

MiXISTRB DE8 AFFAmES ETRAXtiERI'S. 

Paris, October It*, \^l'>o. 

MoxPiErR LE Marquis: I have taken several occusious siucc two uumths to advise yon 
of the (lispositions of the imperial f^ovemtnent concerning the duration of the occupiilion of 
Mfxico by the French troops. I told von, in my despatch of Auf^ust J7, that wc called witli 
onr most giacere wishes for the day when the last l-'rench soldier should leave the country, 
and that the cabiuet of Woshiugtou could contribute to hasten that momeut. On the uf 
September I renewed to jroo the SMunmce of onr strong desire to withdraw our auxiliary 
corps so Boon as dreomstanees sbonld allow it Atlast, following the sane idess more fallr, 
in a private letter of the lOtli i f tlio same mouth I aJded thiil it prciUly depeuded upon the 
United States to facilitate the departure of our troops. If tbej would adopt toward the Mex- 
ican eovenunent an anieable attitude, which wonld aid to the consolidatfon of order, and In 
which wo could find motives of security for the intorosts which oMi^rcd m to carry arms be- 
yond the Atlantic, we would he ready to adopt without delaj the baj>cs of au uuder&taudiug 
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on thiii sulijoot with the cabinet of Wa.shin^Um; and I widitonMke fbOyknowiitoTOiaiMnr 
the views of the gOTenunent of bis Majemp*. 
Whnt we aik of the United Slate* it to be annred that their iatentios is not to impede the 

fousolirlaf inn of thf n» \v fir<1i'r of tliinps founded in Mexico : and tlic W-^t c'larunte*^ we cnuld 
receive ol their iutt ntion would h" the recognition of the en)peror Maximilian by the federal 
liovmiment. 

The Americnti I'nion >.linnld not. it seems to us, be kept back by the difTorcnre of institu- 
tions, for the United fStatcs have otiicial iutercoursc with all the niouarc hii-s of KurojH; and of 
the New World. It is in conformity with their own pviodplea of pnblic law to re^rd the 
monarchy establl-ibi'd in Mexico as beinjr, at Ica-t, a government th fnrtn,'^ without partic- 
ular regard to it.s uature or its origin, A\hich has bi fu consecrated by the sutfrajreof the people 
of that country; and in thus actinj^ the cabinet of Washington would only be iiispirca with 
the sanie fi rlings of sympathy which President Johnson expressed recently to the envoy of 
Brazil as ;;iiiJiug the policy of the United States towanls the younger states of the American 
continent. 

Mexico, it is true, is still occupied at this moment br the French army, and wo can readily 
see that tiiis objection will arise. Bnt the acknowledgment of the Emperor MaximiHan 

the T'niti d St;it( < would, in niii opinion, liavc .siirtu lt iit infhu'iu-i' on the state of the country 
to allow UM to take into coniiideration their susceptibilities on this subject; and should the 
cabinet of Washington decide to open diplomatic relations with the oonrlof Mesioo^ wv trMiId 
see no diflicutty to wAvx in arrnugerncnt for the recall of onr troopt within ■ TnaonnaWo pci 
riod of which we would — mi^bt consent to tix the termination. 

In consequence of the vicinai^ and immense extent of the common frontier, the I'liitt^ 
Stnfr.'' arc, more than anyotlifr pnwer, interested to sec their trado with Mexico placed under 
the safeguard of .Htipulaiions in harniuny with the mutual wants of both countries. We 
wonld matt readily offer our good offices to facilitate the conclusion o\ a omnmercial trBatj, 
thereby cemanting thepoUticai *' rapprochement," the bases of which I hare jost made iuaoim 
to you. 

iiv order of the Emperor I invite jou to make known to Mr. Seward the diapoeitiona of 
his Miyeaty's ffovemment. 
You are axmniaed, if yon think it proper, to read him the ooolentB of this dmpatch. 
I remain, 

DKOUYN DE LUUYS. 

The Marquis ob Moktholox, 4re>t Are-* kc* 



Mr, Romero to Mr* Seward, * 
[TranalatioB.] 

Mexican Lboation to trb Unitbd Statbs op Ambbica, 

WaekingUm, February 11, 1866. 

Mr. Sbcrbtaby : In corroboration of the reports I have idy made to 
Ttiiir (lepartmont, on various occagionH, ( (iiiccniinp the jilan.s of the French agents 
in Mexico to itulncc the di.acontented citizejirt of tlie ?outh of tlif I'nitcd States, 
who parlicipatcd in the late rebellion agaiii.st their country, to c migrate to that 
republic, I now have the honor to tranBmit to you a copy of a printed circular, 
containing the pro.>> pi ctu.>« of the so-called "American and Mexican Emigrant 
Company," organized in St. Louis, State of Missouri, by Tirtae of a grant from 
the u.>*urpf r, dated the 27th of April, 18G5. 

In this grant, to dipgui.sc appearances, it seems that general immigration is 
invited, while the prospectus plainly shows that it only rdatea to people from 
the south. 

I embrace the opportunity to renew to you, Mr Secretary, the assurances of 
my most distinguished consideration. 

M. I10M£K0. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, ^r., Sfc., Sfc. 



[Enclosnra.] 

f rotptdu* oj' the American and Mexican Emigrant <^ompany. 

Thi American and Meslean Emigrant Company is acting under a decree issued to it by the 
t^inpiror MnxhniliaD, en the 27th of April, a traoslation of wUeh, from titeSpaniBh, 

we give below : 
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This company is org'unizcd with the view of i npu^i!;!: in uiiil '. n t 'npiug: the various eu- 
terpriics of which Mexico is suacepUble, and securing lor Aiuericaua their ouiural and Iegiti< 
mat* Bbare of the profits and adTaatuM ariainif theKfirom, 

The only practic al wiir in which tus cao be eftcted is bj a properljseeafed aod organised 
systom oi' American ciuit^ratiou. 

The world has loup^ been fHtniliar with the inexhaustible mineral wealth, the rich agricultural 
resourct's, and the delightful climate of Mexico, hut this u<-:i!th and thi s ' ri'<')iirces have 
Temained so Ion<; hiddeu under the cloud of civil commotiuu, and other local cauAOi, that the 
entorprtoiBg mind has l>e«u turned to other and more laborious fields of operation, until this 
country M»ptned, for the time, forgotten. 

Circiuiistancejj have so conspired ut" late to force them afresli upon the public mind, until 
to-day Mexico fills the eye and is the theme of the civilized world. Capital from England, 
Frmbce, Austria, Spain, and the whole of Europe, is uow finding its way into the coutktry, 
building her railroads, buying her rich lands, carrying utl' her spices and precious wood^, 
and digging her gold au<J silver. 

The time, ia our opinion, has at last come for the full development of Mexico : the world 
needs it, and ehe is about to respond to its necesmties. She is our neighbor— her wealth, her 
lUSOurceH, hot comniorce, are at our very duors. and would naturally Le contrihutory to our 
own; but if Americans will not culUvato friendlv relations with her, and will not tui&u pait 
in Uie enterprises of the oounttj, we ean expect but little or no profit from them. 

Wo have now our agents in Mexico, who will keep us promptly and correctly advised of 
the condition of the country in all its aspects, uud who will select thu hunt ai;ricuUiual and 
mineral lands in large quantities in the best parts of the empire. 

All that an emigrant may want to know before he abandons lii.s old hmne for n nsw one 
will be communicated through tliis company, by its agents in ^lexico. 

The climate on the table-lands is unequalled for its healthy character, and there being no 
frost or winter in that country, the poor man is relieved from the dmdgeiy of working naif 
of the year to provide clothing and luel for the balance. 

The soil, in many parts of the country, is the richi-st and most productive in the world, 
yielding all that can be raised in the United States, and in many parts much more alNUtdantly 
with the same amount of labor, besides many other crops that will not mature here. 

Tlic nnehanging sjiring-like character ut' tin' t lim itc i ii.ibU's tiie inhabitants to plant crops 
iu a^y season of the year, and the most luxurious pasturage is afforded at all times, thus 
saving the great expense and labor of laying up supplies for stock, as in eold eonntrieB. 

Two crops of corn can bo rnisi i] iinmially, and cotton, on account of the long seasons, 
will produce from one lo one and a half bale to the aero. Coffee will begin to bear iu 
from two to three years from the plant, yielding, for many years thereafter, an immense 
profit, with but little care, and no expensive machinery to prepare it for the market. 

The luxuriant yield of tin- cocua enables the farmer to realize as much as a thousand dol* 
lavs per acre; tugarocant- produces from three to four thousand pounds per acre; tobacco 
arrives at a maturity and richness of flavor but little inferior to the host Cuban leaf; while 
hemp, wheat, barley, rye, outs and other small grain are sticcessfuUy rai.st'd. 

Mahogany, iron-wixid, J !i<!ia-rubber tree, cedar-wood, and Tauilla are abundant, which, 
with logwood and cochineal, and other dycstutfs, added to immense supplies of prime hides 
and wool, will constitute very important items of Mexican commerce. 

In alluding t<» these iiroductions we do not wish to bo understood as saying that all of 
them can be fouud in cvtrg port of the coimtry, but that each section possesses its own agri* 
cultural characteristics, tm history and details of which will be part of tho province of this 
company to uc({uiro and ctniiiminii atc throu^'^h ils agt'iicii S. 

The mineral wealth ot tho country is so well and widely kuowu, that it would seem super- 
fluous to say more than merely to refer to them. Tho gold mines are equal to thoso of 
California, and the silver leads have proven their ric hm ss br youd doubt, while plafinii. 
quiekjilver, precious stones, iron and coal, have been discovered iu liberal quantitici*; and 
trorn cxperimonts already made, no doubt exists that coal oil abounds to a profitable extent; 
in short, it would st-eni thri' nsiMiiL- had ein[itiid lu r rici:cst stores into the lap of that country, 
and it requires but the provident aiid intelligent hand to develop ber lavish gifts. 

Th«! company has already received offers of large grants of lauds free of charge, but as 
we do not w\<ii to bo coutiiuMl to any partieular Sfotion of country by free grants, we are 
securing, and eliall continue to purcha-se, large trac ts in the most eligible localities, with 
particular reference to the wants and preference of the t iniguiut, which, whether from free 
grants or purchase, will he sold on such long time and divided payments that will, in tho 
aggregate, amount to less than the annual taxes per acre in any other country. 

Tiase lands will be gotten ill large quantities, at from cents to >! pi r .u it", and will 
bo resold iu farms to the emigrant, at a less price than he could purchase for himself from 
the original proprietors, as there is no limit to the quantity which the company is idlowed to 
purchase and iiiiiiiovr*. 

A head ot a lamily cati'go alone and locate his land, make his household arrangements, 
nnd, when he wants his family, he can, by communieaUng with oar nearest agent in Mexico, 
have them brought to hiiu l)y tho company. 

In order to obviate the uiUiculties and disappointments incident to a large emigration to n 
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tipw couutry, lackinj* either informntinn or material, tlic compaTiy will make known to its 
members, from time to time, as to what will hv tliK bcHt time uml the be^t uanner of goisg. 
company will see that houses suitable for the climate, &.c , aie Cfrwted for the enn- 

E»nt at much cheaper rates than ho cmi l>ui'i>l for himself; and he can purchaso his hou^^- 
Id effecLs, agricultural and niiuitig implcmcuts, at designated and couveuieut localities, 
at prices shown him bj schedule, before he learM Ihit eounirv ; and If he prefim to eanj 
them with him, nnder tlie auspices of our company, he can do »o free of duty. 

The company's urrangenieutj} with passenger packets will enable them to procure tickets 
at reduced rates to the Mexican ports, where (upon presentation of certificate of honorary 
membership) he will find oar agent, speaking bis own language, ready to render all neces* 
sanr facilities to reach the place lie may select. 

The proximity of Mcxicn lo thin c iuiiitry, and the facilities of i ninnnniiciitiun of ul! kini.-;, 
which this emigration will create, will cause the American to feel that he has not sundered 
all the ties that bind him to his friends, bat thai, fai reality, the advantafrM of travel and 
corrcspninli iice will be in favor of hi-^ new home, when compared to the distant parts of his 
own country. He will there find whole communities of the same race and languugu spring- 
inn^ up anrand him, bnilding up a homogcneooB fairly, where chnrehea, schools, and other 
civilizing institutions will exist, as he has been nccnstonied to since his youth, all protected 
by the wcll-.setiled priuctpks of law and order ; or. indeed, he cau provide for all these ad- 
vantages, before leaving, by associating with people of his own country or neighborhood, 
and going together, after selecting their farms in the same tract, as fiiciiitles wiU beafioided 
for this object by the company at iheir prineijial offices at homo. 

The mode adopted by ttio company for obtaining information will enable it to fumbh 
those who shall connect themselves by honorary membership, on the payment ot a fee of 
$10, all the facts relative to the industrial pursuits, agricultural, mining and mannfacttiring, 
with the nature of the country, its water-power, timlx r and climate, in every locality ; which 
information will be derive^l from actual observation by our agents in the empire, aud which 
will be tnuiamitted regularly, and fresh from that coontry *, in short, by our system of agen- 
cies and centres of inlelligt uce we will br ablo to give to the honorary meniKcr, upon any 
smlgect he man desire, all kimd* qf information within the scope of our oixsratious ; and all 
tbw at an infinitely less tost than be eould acquire by himself. This will obviate the ex- 
pensire necessity of histfavellin^ to, and ov( r, a stranr'e conntry, with a different langtia^, 
where he would meet with vexatious annoyances in prosecuting his inquiries ; and this tee 
for honorary meinhership is merely the basis of the fund upon which these agencies are 
established, and which tec is more than returned by the privilege it MCiues in theiaduction 
of passage money, price of lands, and other eeueral benefits. 

These offices will be established at New York, St. Louis, Chicago, Charleston, New Or- 
leans, Memphis, Galveston, Baltimore, Louisville, and all the principal cities of the Union, 
at which maps and plats of the country generally cau be seen. 

Honorary members will be funiished with infumiation in reference to all lands in the em- 
pire of which we can get accurate accounts ; they can go to Mexico under the auspice and 
Dcnefits of this company, and be perfectly free to select any lands or occupation they may 
tleeni best after their ari i\ ;i] tl^-re; iinr will our intormaiii n In? confined to lauds alone, hut 
to every branch of industrial life, so that our Mexican intelligence will be equally interest- 
ing to the merchant, the professional man, the manafaetnrer, the artisan, the minw, the con«> 
tractor and the farmer, whetlier he desires to emii^^rate or to engage iu these enterprise^j : 
and. after having aided the inquirer upon all points alhuled to, we leave the matter entirely 
to his own self-interest or inclination to govern his future coarse. 

This company will also make it their business to furnish correct and accurate information 
in regard to all lauds which the government of Mexico may set apart Inr free grants to emi- 
grants. 

Printed circulars, containing an abstract of information received by the company frum its 
apjut.s in Mexico, will be sent to its local agent iu each county^ where honorary members re- 
side, at stated periods, (to be hereailer determined, as necessi^ may reqain^) and which 
will be open to perusal by honorary members. 

Arrangements are bein^ made with gentlemen of reliability in the southern States, who 
will he connected with this company, and whose names and offioee will be annoiuiMd in 
ilue time. 

Memben, — B. O. Canlfiold, Chicago, Illinois ; Wm. H. Rttssell, Lexington, Missoaii : 

A. W. Arrington, Cliiia-^'o, IIlinoiH; R. O. Glover, New York; John Howe, St. Louis; 
James Kiguey, Lexington, Missouri; John bcudder, Colorado Territory; Marshall O. 
Koh«rts, Kew York; Ed. P. Tesson, St. Louis; Charles P. Chootean. St. Loais; Giovanni 
A. I5ert(.lla, St. Lotiis ; Gerard li. Allen, St. Loui'= ; J. B. Wilcox, St. Louis; Charl*'^ S. 
Waller, Chic.igo, Illinois: Pierre A. Hertlmld, 8t. Louis; Daniel N. Carrington, New York: 
James liarrison, St. lyouit ; William H. Warder, Chicago, Illinois; B. P. Chnrehill, Cin* 
cinnati, Ohio; L^-ttlefnn Cooke, Louisville, Kentucky. 

DirectoTf. — John Howe, D. N. Carrington, Gerard B. Allvu, Hon. A. W. Arrington. 
Charles 8. Waller, R. O. Olorer, Charles P. Chouteau. 

OJUwrt.— James liarrison, president; Pierre A. Berthold, vice-president; Charles P. 
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Chouteau, treasurer ; Bernard G. Cauitield, attorney; George Frank Goulcy, secretary, 
office Ko. 16 WasbiDgUm avenue, St. LquU. Missouri. 

KoTE. — Clubs of bonornry members may bo made up. and the fees oan be remitted to the 
nearest authorized office, or S)>nt by expresi), or to some reliable friend who will receive the 
oertificates, and Totiun tbem aa reoeipta for (lie monej. 



Tht dteru. 

HAZlMILIAlIt BMPEBOR OP MEIQCO. 

We (frant to the American and Mexican Emignrant Company, repreeented hy Bernard 6. 

Caulfield, tho ronr»^>sinn.s imd exemptions which our sccretarj' of iutemal tifTiiirs and improve- 
ments has advised us to make, so that said company may, by means ot emigration, establish 
towni and agricnltnral eommnnities. conformable to the lawa of Mexico : 

First. The Amoricnii and Mexican Emigrant Company, represented by Bernard G. Caul- 
field, is authorized to acquire, for the purpose of emigration, any hinds within the empire, be 
tlw aame cnltiTated or not, which it may consi<^er suited to the tlevelopment of anch mineral, 
agricultnnil. manufacturing, and indu«frir^l ciittTf-rix'^s. m said company may see fit to 
establi^ii. In developing the property wliich flie company may buy or receive by grant from 
indiTiduals, it will advise the government of its variooa enteipriaea within thiae numtha after 
they shall have been respectively enterctl into. 

Second. Said company shall bo exempt from the payment of the (five per cent.) tax at- 
taching to all transfers of land in this empire on all property it may acquire, and tlic fame 
privilege shall extend to emigrants who shall buy or acquire landa directly from the said 
company. 

Thir<1. S;iid company may introduce, fn c r.f ilnty, into the ports of tins empire, all imple- 
ments, machinery, nouses and stock, which the necessity or convenience of emigrants may 
demand. 

Fonrtl). Said company is anthDrizc l to biiiM towns in snch localities as it may aelect for 
that purpose, first aavi>iiug the government, and ubtaining reeo^uiiiou therefor. 

Pmh. Said company is authorized to introduce oniigrant.s into this empire from the United 
States, and also from Kuropc, and each resident of the enijiiri , w ho shall make jmrcliases of 
land from said companv, or take part in its enterprises, shall havu the same privilegoH us are 
hmibj extended to emlgranta : Ffwidtd, The pnrehaae of land by each person shall not ex- 
ceed one "square kilometer. 

Sixth. Aii contracts made with the emigrant.s, by or on behalf of said companv, outside of 
the empire, and which arc not repu^ant to the laws thereof, shall bo held, by the trihnnala 
of the empire, of the same force as if made within the jurisdiction of the same. 

Seventh. The government being now engaged in acquiring a knowledge of the landa of 
the empire, which are unsettled us to occnpuru y or title, is therefore not able at pn-sent to 
make a grant of lands to aaid company, but will do so as soon as the same can be conveniently 
done. 

Bighth. The company will estaMisli, in the cajiital of the empire, a iri in ral agency to 
anperinteud the development of its various enterprises, oud to serve u means ol commu- 
nication with this government. 

Kinth. Siiid (■oni}>any siinii he protected hy the government in ita Operations, Inorderthat 
it may accomplish the important uuds it has in view. 

Given at San Salrador, El Seco, the S7tb of April* 1865. 

MAXIMILIANO. 

William H. Russell, general a^ont for &'ew Yotk and Kew England, office Nob 17 Naaaaa 

street, >iew York. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Romero. 

Dbpart.mk.nt of State, 

Waskimgton, March 15, 1S6G. 
Sir : I li.ivf tlic honor to acknowlcdp^o the rrccipt of your note of tlir J 1th 
tiltimo, trausmitting a copy of a printed circiilar coiitaiiiiiig tlu; pros»pectu.s of the 
*' American and Mexican Emigrant Company," organi;c('d in St. Louid, Mi^iiouri, 
by virtae of a grant frtMH the so-called emperor of Mexico, dated the 27th of 
April, 18G5. 

Thankinj;: you for your con.'sidcrate attention, I avail niyeelf of this occaaion 
to repeat the a&aurances of my distinguished conr^idoi ation. 

WILLIAM H, SEWAilD. 

SeOor Matias Bombro, Washington, D. C. 
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M BXICAM Lboation, Wasshinoton Citv, D. C 

May 5, l-iw. 

8iu : My attention In vii callt'd to a staU-niciit uiuJe by M. Corta, a member of the 
FVench corps le^islatif, in the sitting of that c-lminbcr of the lith ultimo, while iliscusaing 
the Mexican question, in wliich he, in conforuiity with tho policy of his govommont, (whose 
n<;vxii ho bos been in Mexico,) tries to impeach the patriciti'^m ol the constitntional president 
oi Mexii-i), using the most sluudcroiis menus, auil iivcrrino; that President Jwarcz ana twice 
offered the Utaio of Sonora to President Lincoln for seventy-live millioiu of francs. 

M. Corta said (Le Monitnr UHiver$d of April 12, 186.'», pat^c 433) as follows: 

Afii r ibcse wnv.l-i of Gt ii(»ral Smith — (he has ju t <[iiott'il soiiio wdrii-i wbieh be means to 
uttributo to General JScott, calling him Ueucrul >Siuitli, as he uameii President Jaciiiiuu where 
he means President Polk)— Sonora and the property confiscated from the der^ have been 
offered to the United States, to Prf ^idi'tit Lincoln, for a sum of wveuty-fire millions. Well, 
the American government, the actiuil i'resident of the United States, has refused thi^ coo- 
cession proposed by Jaaras two different times. 

I havi- l)<}en tho only representntive in Wasbinplon of President Juarez's govcmraent dur- 
ing tho whole time of President Lincoln's administration, and I do not Iviiow of any such 
offer ever having been made to the United States through me or anybody else. Mr. Corwin, 
late United States minister, ncgotiateil, it is true, in tho city of Mexico, a treaty by which 
the United States were to loan to Mexico eleven millions of dollars, but no sale of Mexican 
territory was ever offered to this government, and only the guarantee of tiie product of some 
of the reveuae of Mexico, to wit : the product of the sale of the national propert/ lately in 
IIm hands of the elergy, and of the public nnoecnpfed or raeant lands in the coantrj, vraleh 
aie in Mexico a sourcv uf ri venue as well as in the United States. 

As for anj previous offer of this kind bv President J uarez, we have his statement denviug 
flatljthat he ever intended any sttch thmg. I send yon a oopj of his statement maUng 
such denial. 

It is my duty, as a Mexican and the representative of a government struggling for the in* 
dependence of self, free, popular government and republican institutions, against ferdgn 
conftpiracif s and encroacbmeufs, to expose the intrigues of the enemies of my country, by 
which tliL V expect to prejudice public opinion iiojuiiist us. Only this duly makes me intrude 
upon you, begging you to have thif letter and its annexed pllbusbcd. 

I would Uuuik yon for this iavor, and remain, sir, your most obedient scrvatit, 

M. KOMERO. 



President Juarci't letter. 

National Palack, Mexico. 

FArnary^, 1663. 

My Dear and Most Es i kkmed Sir : I have just read in the Monitor Kepuhlicano of to- 
day the speecli which M. O'Donnell, president of the council of ministers of the Spanish 
government, has made in the discussion which took place with a view to answer the speech 
of the Crown, and I have seen with surprise, among several inaccurate assertions which M. 
O'DonncU has made about Mexican affairs, the following expressions As for 

niy.self, Juarez, as a Mexican, has a stain which can never bo washed away — that of having 
bcrn williufr to sell two prnviiici's of tli.it coiuitiy to the United States." » • * This 
accusation, coming from a high functionary of a nation, and while an emineutlv serious 
and solemn act was taking place, when the statesman mnst be carefil that his words areim- 
ressed with tlio scul of trmii, justice and good faith, is of tlic utmost importanc<', for one may 
e led to think that on account uf the position he occupies he is in possession of document;^ 
which support his assertion — a thing which is not true. M. 0*Donnell is anthoriaed to pnb> 
lish the prot'fs ho m.iy poss( "^s cojicemlng this afl'air. Monnwhile. my honor compels me to 
show that M. O'Donnell Im-i iiiadc a mistake in tho judgment whicli he has formed of my 
othcial ccmduet, and yon uro authorized, Mr. Editor, to contradict the impntation wbiob has 
been made with so much injustice to the first magistrate of the nation* 
I am, Mr. Editor, vour humble servant, 

BENITO JUAREZ. 

Editor of the Diario. 
OfikiaU 
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RELATIVE TO PLANS TO INDUCE THE IMMKrRATH sX ( »F I)LS8AT1>I 11 1) 
CITIZENS OF THE T'NITED STATES INTO MEXICO, jS^D ESPECIALLY IK 
REGARD TO THE PLANS 01 Dli. WILLIAM M. GWIN AND M. F. MAURY. 

Mr. Ron^ro to Mr, Seward. 

[Tranalation.] 

Mexican Legation, Wasliington, Julif 9, 1SG4. 

Mr. Iloiuero pieoentd his respects to Mr. Seward, aud liaa the liouor to euclose 
to him an extract taken from toe New York Tribuoe* which contains the addreee 

which General Ma^ruclcr, commander-in>chtef of the inanigent army in Texas, 

made to Don Santiaf^o Vidaurri, who M'as the governor of the states of New 
Leon and Coahuila, hi the republic of Mexico, on 3o]< mTily rccoiviug bim at the 
citj of San Antonio on the 2l&t Majr lost, which addresc^, no less than the an- 
swer of Yidaniri, demonstrates the existence of a perfect miderstanding between 
the traitord iu !Me.\ico and the insurgents in tlie United States, hecanse both 
count on the aid of the French government to bring to a cIobc, such as they de- 
sire, the enterprises in which thfj are engaged. This is the addrefs to which 
Mr. Romero referred at the interview he had with Mr. Seward at the Depart- 
ment of State on the 20tb June last past. 
Hon. William H. Sbwabd, Sfc., igc.^ igc. 



[Enclosure No. 1. J 

AK IKTERESTIKG PAK OP RCBELS.— ViDAURRI AND MAGRLDER COMPIXMEKT £A(;U OTil£R 

IN FUBLtC SPBECRBS. ^ 

[_l'roni lilt Xttc Orleans Era.] 

The !ibs(jn;i!nl;i*'ncr PX-fjoTPnior of thf M(-xican sfr 'i -^ ' f Coahuila ami Now Leon, ViJatirri, 
aud llie rebel coiiinmuder-in-chi* t" c't" T< xaa, General .1. i^uukhcad Magruder, Lad au iuter- 
osting laeeting at Hoiwton on tht- "Jlst May, a full account of whioh we give below, taken 
from the columns of the Houston TeUirraph if the It nas a solemn aud inipres>ive 

spectacle, the niet iiiig of these two nobl'- and devoted patriots, martyrs iu the cause of lib- 
erty, who have t'oujrht and bled for their country, and imvV enormous fortimes by stealiu? 
cotton from defuamesa citizeut, selliDg it to meet the reqairemeatd of the public service, and 
[•ockcting the proceeds. Here is the way these dtsfnteiested, self-sacrificing men talk to each 
other for the b' lK :it Mrtlii' credulous nud hunib'sgired jieople: 

Governor Vidaurri arrived in this city on Saturday, and wa<< courteously received by Gen- 
eral MagrivSer and his staff and a military escort. On meeting him at the depot of the Cen- 
tral railroad, Gont rnl Magnidcr addressed him, in substance, iis follows : 

GCMERAL Vidaurri : I bid you welcome to this military district, not only as one who Las 
been goremor of neighboring and friendly states, tiioi^ie of Coahuila and Nneva Leon, bnt as 
an enlightened chief mnprlstrate, who has establi.-^hed friendly relations with the confederacy, 
aud baa always appreciated the value of an uuiuterrnpted couunereial and amicable inter* 
eonree with the State and citizens of Texas. 

I bid you welcome as one of those patriots who huve wisdom to discern mid nerve to exe- 
cute whatever may be for the best interest of the country. In the wild stormi which have 
swept over our native land yon have exerdsed coutrol to draw order out of chaos, and to 
"►•cnrp the best interests of the people, even in spite of themselves. 

I'or your noble effort? to serve the people of Coahuila and Nueva Leon you arc now an 
exile. For your patriotic exertions to secure for them the blessings of a well-organized, reg- 
ular, and just governmeut, and to free them from any dependence on the most faithless and 
barbarous of all people, (those of the United States,) yon hare offered up voTirself as a sacri- 
fice. But the patriot will be rewarded: yotu- sacritices will bo but t«Mn] orury ; and all wise 
and tnil/ patriotic Mexicftus will soon acknowledge the wisdom, as well as the patriotism, of 
^our oonrse, and, welcoming you bade with open arms, will invite you to such a participa- 
tion in the e<nii!t;ct of public affairs as jottr preat ability ;in<l hiph character fairly demuuu. 

Be oftstu'ed, general, that we shall look with interest upou your future career, as we have 
done upon the past, nid that we wish yon Iwalth and proqperi^ ai eordiallj m wa bid yon 
welcome. 

32 D. c. • • 
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[Enclosure No. 2.] 

To ihi.s Guvt-nior \ iduni ri it ))lit tl, tliuuking C< neral Magrmier Jar the unexpected compli 
mont he had paid him. He assured hitn that he had always felt the gVMtest synipathr fo^ 
the Confederate States, as they had battled for their rights and lor the poor priTilegc to be let 
alone. He was himself now an exile from his cotintry for contending lor the same rights that 
bad boon usurped by iinnrincipled men. Ht ho|>ed soon that the Confederate States mifht 
xeach the object for which they had so long strangled. 

The and General Kagmder then took carriages, esemted by the generare staff. 

The cortn^i pr iceedod to tiK> Fannin House, win ro it halteil, and the distiiig^uij^bi'd str.in<rer 
was waitod upon by the militaiy and civil authorities, his honor the mayor tendering hiui a 
welcmne to the city. 

It is a well-known fact that not two«thirds of the enormous sums of nmney derive*! from 
the h« i/.uro and sale of cotton by General Magnuler and his emissaries was ever used for the 
beiu fit of the rebel goventmeot, but was investt tl in sterling bills and fM<eign*loan8, for the 
lipiiotit of Magruder and the men connected with him in bis swiii<31iiicr transaction?. This is 
well known to hundreds of refugees from the State of Texas now in this city. Vidaurri, bv 
leirring heavy taxes upon the cotton transported through the territory over which he ndea, 
and by occasional seizure of a lot belonging to privote parties, (ap-ainst which there was no 
redress, owhig to tbo lawless state of the country, aud lo the fact that the owners geueraliy 
were rebels, and had no govornnu-ut that could or would protect them,) managed to feather 
his nest quite snugly. It is to bo hoped, however, that when ho decamped from Monterey, 
between the setting and rising of the sun, that he was compelled to leave behind all, or nearly 
all, of his ill-gotten gtins. 



Mr* Seward to Mr, Romero* 

Department of State, 

WasJiingiem, July 27, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your verbal note of the 
ninth instant, cnclosinp^ an extract from the New \ork Tribune, which contjiius 
an account of the reception given to Don Santiago Vidaurri, late governor of 
the states of New Leon and Coahnila, (Mexico,) at San Antonio, on the 20th 
May last, hy Geneial Magnider, commandiog the ioBiirgent anny m Texas. 

w hile thanking yon for that attention* I beg to lenew to yon> sir, the assnr* 
ances of my higli consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Seiior MaTias Ko.meko, ^c, <^r., ^„ 

Wathmgion, D. 0. 



Mr, Romero to Mr. Seward. 
CTnuislatioa.3 

Mexican Lboatiok to thb I'm i kd States op A.merica, 

WashingtoUy December 3. 1S64. 

Mv Dear Sir: In the conversation we had on ^Thursday, 24th November 
lajif, I read to you extracts of a letter which a friend, resident in New York, 
had written to me in relation to the plans respecting Mexico which it is assured 
are entertained by many persons in the northern States, in oonoett with eitistens 
of the south. Yon were plessed to ask me for a memorandnm from this letter, 
and I offered to send it to you. I have not donf ?o before now, because I ex- 
pected to receive pome advices from jMexico, and wished to f^eo if tbc reports in- 
dicated were in any manner confirmed by the advices which should be received 
from that eomtiy. Those adviese faanre now reached me, and I him the honor 
to send yon the memorandnm which yon asked foit, added to fay Ae kst news 
received. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
„ M. BO^lEliU. 

Hon. William H. Seward, ifc., Sfc. 
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LTruiakiuui.] 

A frirad of Mr. Bomero writes to bitn firom New York, under date of S9d November last 

East, iiiforniincr him that from conversations ho has lia-l with an cx-general of the ariuyofthe 
'niteil 6t!ite.s, iiuU an ex-goveraor and cx-sonator of one of tho States of the Union, ho was 
eonkTinceU that there were serioas intrigues on the part of many northern men, disgusted with 
the result of tho latp prfsi'lontial election, in connexion with a considerable number of jirmni- 
nent men at the south, tliut in case — which is now considered probable — the south should 
have to yield to the armies of the north, they would go to Mesioo and operate in the dcvelop- 
niout of the mines and extcnsiou of agriculture, with the purpose, in the first rlaro, of snn- 
taiuiug Maximilian, and for the purpose of occupying themselves afterwards in that country. 

The number of persons dissatisfied at tho north is largo euough, and that of those Miho an 
disposed to venture on snch an enterprise is altogether greater at the south, in the opinion of 
the person who communicates this information— being sufficient to give a great re-enfbrce- 
meut tn Maximilian. This aid on tho part of the south might assume tho character of an 
armed immiffnitiou, which could take piaoe before the foicet of tbe United states could shut 
tbe door apunst them by taking the line of the l^o Gian^. 

TIio « x-peneral said, in the couversation referred to, that M. Montholon, French minister 
to Mexico, was working to thispurpose, and that a full brigade woold Moa set ofi', as private 
indiridnals, from die Auantie States for Vera Cms, and others fnm Califomia for the Pa- 
cific coast. 

The ex-govemor and ex-senator said that the French minister iu Mexico had already cou- 
dnded negotiations in fespect of Sonora and Lower California. 
Thosf fissertions agTso entirely with tbe news received from Mexico bj the last steamer 

from the Havana. 

"The Estafette," which is the organ of the French policy in Mexico, has freouently made 
allusions to the convenience that Maximilian will cultivate the best understanding with the 
confederate authorities on the frontier, and to favor, iu ail modes, the immigration of citixeus 
who have risen aeainst this coremment. 

A letter from Mexico, published b^ tlie **Conrrier dos Etats Unis," a French imperialist 
paper printed in New York, and wluch it is betiered was written by M. Masseras, proprietor 
of iliut jiiipcr, who actually is in the c ity tif Mi xico, paves tho way to prevent public opinion 
from being alarmed on iearniug that Maximilian tiunlLs of aliening, or has aliened, a portion 
of tiie Mexican territory. Tbe sidd letter appears to restrict Itseur to tbe Mextran mandal 
question, and says that the budgfet of the so-called rmpire apprrtarhes forty millions of dol- 
lars, and the portions of Mexican revenue which are iu tho liauds of the French are reckoned 
at fonr millions. To eorer this deficit, says the letter, there is no other choice bat to sell or 
mortfrnfrf thr pnhlic domain. Yarions letters from ^Texico, received in New York by diflcrcut 
persons who are in communication with partisans of Maximilian, aver unanimotisly that he 
only exercises a nominal power, but that the real authority rests only in G« ucral Bazoine, 
who acts under instructious which he receives directly from tIie£mperor of the French, and 
of which even the .Minister Montholon has no knowledge. 

WAtf HBIGTON, Zfocsmftsr 3, 1864. 



ifr. Setoard to Mr. Romero* 

Dbpartmbnt of State, 

WMington, January 7, 1865. 

Sir : I liave the honor to acknowledge the leeeipt of your note of the 3d oi 

December last, communicating amemoranflum of parts of a letter written to you 
by a friend in New York, under date of the 22d November, 1S64, in rcforcnce 
to the plans of an armed emigration to Mexico, contemplated by many didiater- 
ested persons in the northern States acting in concert with disloyal eitiienB of 
the United Sutes. 

In reply, I beg to express to yon my appreciation of tbe information trans- 
mit tod to this government, and to assure you that the subject of your commuui* 
cation Avill receive the serious attention to which it is justly entitled. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my very 
distinsuisheid consideimtion. 

WHiLIAlC H. SEWABD. 

Sefior Matias Rombbo, ifCt ifc. 
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Afr. Romero to Mr. Seward, 

[Traiulatiou.] 

Mexican Legation to thb TTmted S i atks of Amkrica, 

Waxh iugton, Fcftr'uiry G, 1&G'>. 

The midoi ;-ijrnc(l, envoy extraordinary and miuistcr pleiiipotontiarv of ihe 
Mexican republic, had the houor to address himself to the hoaurable Wiiiiam 
H. Sewaid, Secretary of State of the United States, for the purpose of protest- 
ing in the most explicit and formal manner against the cession which the ex- 
Archduke of Austria, Ferdinand Maximilian, lia.s made, or i.s about to maket to 
the French government of various states* of the Mexican republic. 

The undersigned permits himself tu remind the honorable William H. Sew> 
ard tliat at the intemew which he had with him on the 1 9th January kat past* 
he read to him a hotter written at the city of ^Mexico on tlic 2Sth Decemher 
previous, the latest date from that city received up to this date in this country, 
in which a person woU-informed and entirely trustworthy communicated the 
news that French agents in that city had proposed to the deluded Mexicans 
who now endrde the usurper that the Emperor of the French has sent to Mexico 
a settlement, in virtne of which there is to be ceded to France the Mexican slates 
of Tamaulipas, Nneva Leon, and Coahuila, parts of those of San Luis Potosi, Zac- 
atecas, Durango.and Cliilmahua. almost the whole of Sonora, and the peninsula of 
Lower California, the dividing Hue to be formed by the river Yaqui, on the Pa- 
cific, and Panuco, on the Gulf, to their sources, and a straight line drawn from 
one point to the odier; that to make the cession of so considerable a part of the 
Mexican territory acceptable, assurance was made that France would establish 
m the ceded territory a military colony, which would be under its immediate 
protection, and which would place the rest of tbe country under shelter from 
filibustering attacks from the United States, which would produce the liouida- 
tion of the supposed debt which Mexico has with France, and which woud fit- 
cilitate the acfioisition of three hundred millions to the tn usury of the usurper. 
It is ai]il( d. al?o, to make bo considerable a lo.«.s le-^s sensibly felt, that the states 
referred to have only Ix longed in name to Mexico, because they have been ruled 
by authorities which have not respected the orders of the central government uf 
Mexico, and which were doomed to self-destruction, either becanse they might 
fiill into the power of the French or of the United States, and that in snob alter- 
native there cannot be a moment'^ doubt of the preferable extreme. In the eame 
letter as^urance was given tliat ?ucli settlement had not been yet submitted to 
the usurper, and it was given out as understood that he would not fail to hesi- 
tate and even manifest opposition to it before his acceptance. 

This eircumstance signifies nothing, however; the usurper either has not his 
own will, or if he has, he cannot make it prevail wlir n in contradiction to that 
of \m protector. Beside?, it is not to be prcsnmod that he takes any interest in 
the destinies of a country which is not his fatherland, in which four year.-* ago 
he was not known even by name to the vast majority of the nation, which he 
hunself knew only by name, to which he has been brought and is sustained by 
foreign bayonets, and in which he is shedding the blood of patriotic MexicaoSt 
who arc mnintaininir llirir independence, to satiate a blind ambition for rule, 
which for liis punishment he exercises only in apjte.'uance. 

The undersigned always believed that the Emperor of the French would close 
up in this manner his interference in Mexico, when he should beetnne eonvineed 
that it would not be possible fox him to retain the whole republic as a IVeneh 
colony, and had the honor so to state to the honorable William H. Sevard in 
the commuuicatiou he addressed to him the 27tb December, 1862, and which 
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the President sent to the Honee of Representatives among the documents relating 

to l^rexican affairs, transmitted with his message of 4th February, 1863. 

That which then, liowever, did not exceed conjecture, nlthoiigh well fouudod, 
has come to be realized with the course of time and tlic development of events. 
New6 received from Mexico, from an entirely trustworthy source, has been 
confirmed by other advices received simoltaneou.sly from San Francisco, Gali- 
fornia, and from Paris; and snch coincidences, combined with other antecedents 
which ihe underf^if^ned pos?rrJ.-ed of in this matter, do not leave him in the 
Ienf*t douht that if the settlement proposed has not been ratified, it is on the 
point of so being. , 

This conviction obliges the undersigned, in fnlfUment of the dntj which be> 
longs to him as representative of Mexican nation, to ])rotr'^t solemnly and 
energetically against any pottlement made Ity the ex-Arclnliike of Austria in 
the name of Mexico, with the Emperor of the French, or with any othrr gov- 
ernment, by which he alienes or hypothecates Mexican territory, or in any 
manner compromises the lesponsibflityof the native country of the nnderaigned. 

Addzttssing himself to the government of the United fitates, the undersigned 
does not think it necessary to halt to prove that the ex-ArchduIce of Austria 
only represents in ^lexico the Emperor of the French, by whose army he wag 
brought to that republic and is there sustained; and that therefore any settle- 
ment made between the ex- Archduke and the Emperor of the French would 
have the same obligatory force on the Mexican nation as one condnded between 
the said Emperor and General Baaaine* commanding in chief the French forces 
in Mexico. 

The undersigned line not thought that he should await for official notice of 
the conclusion of such settlement in order to protest against it. It is of such 
gravity and transcendency, not only to the mterests of Mezico» but to tiiose of 
uie whole American continent, that he wonld consider hhnself to be wanting to 
his moat sacred duties should he for a moment delay to take this step. 

The undersigned thinks fit, in justificiitiou of his conduct in this atiair, to 
remind the honorable Secretaiy of State of the United States of a fact slightly 
resembling the present* wbea the fepreeentatives of the French government in 
Mexico protested against a treaty concluded between Mexico and the United 
States of much less importance than the present, only b( cau:se of the vague 
rumors, more or less founded, tliat they had received that it had been coucluded* 
and before they had official notice of its execution. 

After the rupture between the allied Europeans at Orisaba, and when France 
alone continued making war on Mexico, the minister of the United States to 
this republic made a treaty with the Mexican government, in virtue of which 
the United States were to lend to Mexico eleven millions of dollars, Mexico 
hypothecating in payment for such amount the unoccupied lands of the republic, 
tiie unsold national property , previously called church property, and the unsatisfied 
bonds and piomissoiy notes for national property already aliened. This trea^ 
was signed in the city of Mexico the 6th April, 1S62; but as it did not receive 
ratification by the government of the United States it was not officially pub- 
lished, and only mere rumors, more or less founded, were circulated about its 
object and stipulations ; notwithstanding which, the representatives of the Em- 
peror of the French addroesed to the Mexican government, under date of the 
lotli April aforeesidi a note in which they said to it that they had been in- 
fornu'd that said government had coneliidi d or wa? nliont to conclude a treaty 
with a foreign government by which were sold, ceded, transferred, or hypothe- 
cated thereto a part of the lands and public revenues of Mexico, to the whole 
of which lands and rovenues France mam didm of right, in virtue of the iianda- 
lent claims of her subjects. With the note which the undersigned had the 
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honor to address to the honorable Secretary of State on the 3d Jnne, 1862, he 
remitted a copy of guch protest. 

The unflcrsigned avails of tliis opportunity to renew to the honorable William 
H. Seward the aasuraacea of his most distiDgaisbcd consideration. 

M. ROMERO. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, Spe,, Sfc, 



Mr, Seteard t» Mr, Romero, 

Department of State, 

Wathtngtont Fthruary 25, 1865* 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commnnication of 
the 6th instant, in which, in your character of envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of tlic United Mexican States, accredited to the government of 
the United States of America, you enter your prote<;t, iu the most formal, ener- 
getic, and Bolenin manner, against any settlement or cession, either made or 
to be made by the ex-Archduke Ferdinand 3Iaximilian, of Austria, iu the 
name Meadeo, with the Emperor of the French, or with any other goveni* 
ment* by which he alienates or hypothecates Mexican territory, or in any man- 
ner compromises the responpihility of the ^lexican republic. 

This measure you are led to take under the circumstances more iully detailed 
in your note, believiug it to be in cousonaucu with your most sacred duties as 
the representative of Mexico. 

In reply, it affords me pleasure to state that the protest referred to will be 
placed upon file in the archives of this department, there to remain a testimony 
to your course iu the premises and as an additional evidence of the zealous and 
patriotic discharge of your functions as the minister of Mexico in the Uuited 
States, and for snch other nsea and purposes as fhtare events may render it ne- 
cessary to apply it. 

I avail myself of this occasion to ofkx to yoQ, sir, the renewal of my v«[y 
high and distinguished consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SE\VAUD. 

SeSor Hatias Bombro, ^r., Sfc., ^r., 

Wdikingttmf D. C. 



Mr, Romero to Mr, Hunter, 
[Traitslatioii.] 

Mbxican Legation in the United States op Americ a, 

Washington, April 20, 1S65. 

Mr. SFCRr.TNFiv ad ixtkrim : T have the honor to transmit to you. with 
thi.s note, by instructions of my government, and for the infoimatinn of that of 
the United States, a copy of a communication addressed on the 2d of December 
]Mt by General SJanghter, who commands the insurgent forces in the western 
district of Toxas, to Bon Tomas M^ia, the commander of the forces of the in- 
tervention in 3Iatamoras, in relation to the Mexican steamer Orizaba, captured 
by the insurgents under the plea that she was manned by citizens of the United 
States. 

From this commnnf cation we loay tnftr what are the rektbns that have existed 

between the insurgents of both republics, and Avhat are ^e sympathies wUeh 
those of the United States entertain for those of Mexico. 

This same communication was republished in the Gazette of ^fonterey of the 
18th December, referred to, preceded by an article, of which I also transmit a 
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copy* in which the sentiments of sympathy ezpiessed hy General Slangliter are 

reciprocated, the interventionists of ^lonterey con^iJering themselves sati?jfi*'il 
with the explanation? of iho said general, and even praising his action in cap- 
turing the steamer Oiiz.ilja. The circumstance of the publication of such an 
article in the official paper of the BO^^jalled authorities of the intervention in New 
Jj on i-i v( ly Bignificant. 

These documents are an additional proof of the identity of politica] interest.-* 
which exists between the insurgents of this country and the ])arti'aus of the 
French cause in Me:iico, thus making manifest that which exists between the 
United States and tifae Mexican nation. 

In confirmation of these impressions, I deem it proper to enclose the annexed 
slip from the Tribune, of New York, of the 13th instant, which contains a letter 
written ;5t tlie city of Mexico on the 29th of March last, and in which important 
details upon the events which are occurring in that country, and especially in 
that part occupied by the French, in alluding to the course of these latter towards 
the etttsens of the United States. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to yen, sir, the assurances of my very 
distingnished consideration. 

HOMEilO. 

Hon. William Hu.vtbb, ^r., ^r., .y-. 



[Translation. — ^Enclosure No. l.J 
THE SOtnTHERX COXPBDERACY AKD TUB EMPIRE. 

Monterey, Deetmber l*^, 1^04. 

We iosert in coutinaation a communication from General J. £. Slaughter, who is now in 
comtimnd of the confederate troops in the western distri^ of Teous, wnidi lie addmsM to 
General Don Toiiuus Mejin, in rcRrenco to the Gsptore of the steamer Orissba, which vensl 
was seised in the waters of said confedexa(»r. 

The Monitor of the Fhmtier, which has first published said eomnnnfeation, says tiiat the 
Orizaba was sailinp^ tmder the tlap^ of Mexico, and that, therefore, the seizure of the vessel 
is illegal. It is known, however, that the Orizaba belongs to citizens of the United States ; 
that mnr eai|^, as General Slaughter assnrss as, also belongs to them, and that tho crew of 
the vessel is composed of Yankees. 

Will it be permitted to the Yankees under the shu low of tho Mexican flag to interfere with 
the operations of the war, and to mock with impunltj the rights of a nation like the jowne 
confederated republic to which we are nnited oy the double tie of commercial relations ana 
mutual interests ? 

However much the contraty may he alleged, wo believe that tho interested parties will 
neco8«iarily be compelled to have recourse to the admiralty court of the confederacy, which 
is the only competent one to decide whether or not there is room for the restitntton of the 
Orixaba. 



[Enclosnn No. S.— Tnuishition.] 

HeaimiuaeteRS OF THC Division op Texas, 

Brotcnstillv, December 2, I8(>4. 

General,: I have tht^ honor to acknowledge the receipt of jour com mimicatiou dated No- 
vemlter 30, ultimo, in p lcrence to the captnro of the steamer Orixaba and the detention of 
her officers nnd rn-w hy tlie authorities of the Confederate States. 

I understand that the Orizaba was built by citizens of the United States, and that she i>e- 
lon^ to these; that her cargo also beloofs to them; that, besides, hsrerswia of the same 
nationality. 

These reasons compelled me to take tho steamer, but thecaaewillboadjudgi d by thecoart 
of admiralty, and if these points can be proven, it will he clear that her license to sail under 
the Mexican flag is a violation of the kws of that country, and couseqaently null. 

The decrees issned by the courts of admiralty are a general role respeotedby all nations. 

Both the inter* st< d jiaititvs nmy ri cur to an l have the right to prove by witnesses, either 
of themselves or by an attorney, "before the court of admirsuty, their resp ctive assertions. 

The captain aod the owners naTO abnsed the Mexicaa flag to cover property which belongs 
to our enemicn, nnd in such a case they will have to prefer a complaint to the ooart lefened 
to, and not to the imperial government at Mexico. 



Digitized by Google 



504 DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE.^ 

I have rc[ili('d to your uote v>hh all the fmuliiics'^ of n 'olJ'u'r aud iVu i.d, and at theSMM 
time peimit me, geuerAl» to aaauro jou that the confederate goremmeut and authorities will 
use ftil their efforts to eontiinie and perpc mate the most friendly relations with the imperiil 
govi iTinifiit, itTiil wlionsoever my pnvfiiiiiifiit si. all promise it a thing, it will know how to 
comply with it, giving thus to it n loval proof of tme friendship. 

Be assnred, (penera^ that any vessel which eaila under the Mexican fla;, and may be found 
in our 'vvat< r.s, will V>»* treated uitli every (.•onsiclcration. 

Permit me, gcueral, to repeat to jou the assurances of my esteem and ii card, and to sub- 
flcribe snrnlf, rospecUVdlr, yonr oliedlent servant, 

' * J J, 8LArGHTi:i?. 

Briguditr General Commanding If cstcm District of Texas. 

Seilor Don Tomas Mejia, 

General Commanding in CoahuiUt Aleic Leon, Stc. 

A trae copy: 

JUAN VALD£Z. 



£i<Inclosurd No. 3.— From the New York Daily Tribune, April 1 J, lo66.] 

LaTF.R FROSl MF.Xrro— DKLK.HTn L ( f)MPI.irATIOX IM. AMONG T)IE DIFFCREKT 

FOREIGN £LCM£NT:» COMPO.SIMi TlIU MEXICAN GOVEK.NMLNT. — MEXICO HOLDS TUB 

TRVBiF CARD.— Freedom op thf. mexicar ntess.— >Late riot at pcerla bbtwrbv 

THE FRENCH AND AT STRIANS. — IxsI LTj* AND INUIGXITIES OFFERED TO AMFHICANS — 

Departure of thf. army on the northern campaign. — Great uejojcing or the 

FRENCH OVER THE LATE REPORTED REBEL SUCCBSflES.— EARTHQUAKE OR THB KIOHT 

OF MARCH '27.— Ascent of the volcano of popocatapetl by two americars — 

From olu special correspondent. 

Mf.xk o, March '29, le(>5. 

The discords in the royal "Lappy luuiiiv " coutiuuo lu grow more aud more interesting. 
Composed as it is of l-'ronch, Belgians, andi Austriaus, each striving for the asoemdancy, and 
neither being able to place any confidence iu the other, the position of aiTairs can easily be 
imagined. At present, Elrln, the chief of cabinet aud conhdant of the Empress Carlotta, 
seems to have the firmest hold, aud is the Emperor's privat«? counsellor. lie was sent by the 
iather of Carlotta to see that her interests were not neglected, and plays his cards welL No 
commnnication can TMteh the Emperor except thnrani his hands, which gives him decided 
advautnpt'S over other members of tlic < ihir i t. All tue>o strifes aud bickerings in the impe- 
rial cabinet, in the end, amount to nothing, as the decisions have all to be submitted to Uie 
approval of Marshal Basalne, who in a moment undoes the work of days, and, as the head 
of affairs in Mexico, dafshes in pieces the fabrications of the imperial council. No appoint- 
ments can be made, no decrees issued, no sentences approved — in fact nothing done without 
heing fir^t sulimitted to fliis representative of Louis Napoleon, who, in torn, to now raled by 
a notorious Mexican prostttuto, tlirmiph whom important business is transacted, appoint- 
ments procured, rights to property established, &c., she, of course, requiring a OHt<i pro mo 
for her services; so that, in the end, Mexico to deddedly ahead, thto second Cjleo|»atra,Dy 
her charms, ruling the dcstini»^s of tlio nation. 

Several of the editors of new.spai>er8 in this city, iiaviug indulpc d '.\\ l iither severe crilicUm 
in regard to the trial and summary execution of General Romero, who was shot in tbtocity 
on the 18th instant, (but eight hours intervening between the close of the trial and his execu* 
tton,) they w<a« by order of General Bazaine called together on the and informed that 
the military order issued in 18G3, declaring martial law throughout Mexico, had never been 
revolted ; that the military newer lei^ped supreme, and was above aud beyond the criticism 
of the praat, and from the decision w this tnbnnal there was no appeal ; that any criddsm 
will bf considered a military ofiVncc for which thf parties will In- un .stcd and trii J l/y c.nuf- 
martiul. After this rebuke to all, several editors preseut were marched uH' under guard to 
await a hearing Ibr past offences. 

Bitter feelings exist between the French and Austrians now in Mexico. The nxMiicrv of 
the iKittle-fields of Majeutu and tjoUeriuo are too Hesh iu their minds to admit of other than 
unfriendly feelings, and the result to constant strife. Many of the French soldiers wear 
badges ol honor awarded by their government for serv ices on these bard-fought and victorious 
fieldii. A lew days since some Austriaus were pa^.'iing by the quarters of souu- French 
zouaves, and one of them wearing an Austrian badge, for disiiuguisljed services at Solferino, 
was insulted by the asouavc, and a.sk« d why he wore a Solferino Imdge. Without replying, 
the Austrian reached out his hand aud tore the badge from the zouave and threw it on the 
ground. A general fight endued, and each party reosiThBg re-enforcements, it was feaied it 
would lead to serious difficulty. 

The late riot in PueUa to attributable to the aame cause, notwithstanding the newsi>apci 
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atfirlos to tlio coutrary. The Fn>nch guards Laving clmrpo of M.u.f Mi xican luisoiif-r.s, were 
malireatiu^ them by beatiug ilem with tLt ir swortl.s. Tliu iVit uds ol the prisoums remou- 
stmted against snch treatment of nnanned un-n. ii:id were sustained by the Austriaus Gain* 
inp^ couraf^p. they made an attack n]iou the French, in Avhii h they wen- aided l)y the Aus- 
triaus, and lor part of two days the nut continued, in which fire-arms were used Iretly and a 
cousidcrable number of lives lost. Business was entirely snspeiuled, and the prefect of Pae 
bla telegraphed to the capital for assistance. 

The general feeling among the French ofliciuLs is animosity to all Americau.s, and knowing 
that they have the advaiita;:;^e ot" niunlters and inlluonce, they take every opportunity to show 
disrespect to them. Boaliziug "that every ^og has his day," and that our dar'is not far 
distant^ we show onr contempt for their oowardly sneer by passing them by in silence. No 
justice can bo had in Mexico for an American ; so discretion is the better part of valor. 

Tlie late news received here, by way of ^atamoras, of the defeat of Grant at Kicbmoud, 
and the loss of eighty pieces of artiltefy, with a correspondiDf slanghtor of federal troops, 
was received ^vith 'jreiit joy by the entire French cnnceru in Mexico, n-om Maximilian down. 
The recent arrival uf the steamer, how ever, has dispelled their happy illusion, and "Uucle 
Sam" a^ain looms up before them &s great a terror as the ragman is to ^jnreniles. 
The old adan;*' "wear}' lies the head that wears a crown," was never more fully n-alized in 
the history ot any monarch than in the case of the present emperor of Mexico. Sjeated on 
the apex of a volcano at home, ready at any moment to burst forth and destror him, and 
with a constant ft ar of American interft-rence. and a consequent withdrawal of bis French 
supporters, leaving Lini at the mercy of a people whose rights he has outraged by intruding 
himself upon them, the poor Maximilian iMpna to t< el that be has been made the tool of 
France, and wishes for his old hom^ jpreferring to meet the demands of bailiffs fornnpaid 
tutors* and grocers' bills to those that will be made of bim by the Mexican people. 

The army is leaving the capital on the great northern campaign against .Fuarez. and the 
reported reinforcements he has received from California. Ot the truth of this we know 
nothing, as bat few American newspapers ate allowed to reach here. Of the nnmber of 
Anu ricans that have joined Juarez, we nave all kinds of reports, raniai'ing from eighteen indi- 
viduals to an army of ten thousand — the former being generally believed to be nearest the 
tnitli. 

On the night of the '2Tth an earthquake occurred. The shock took place at 8} o'clock, 
and was of very short duration, and not very severe, though sufiiciently so to bo generally 
felt. The whole valley of Mexico is doubtless resting upon a bed of Tolcuuic matter, which 
will .some day biirst forth and destroy this modern Sodom, the ir6(|a«llt OMTthqiiakea that OCCnr 
being only warnings of the fate that will one day be hers. 

The ascent of the great volcano of Popocatapetl, the highest point of laud on the North 
American continent, has recently beeti made l\y two Americans — one a Califomian, the other 
from Cumberland county, Pennsylvania; a lull accuuut of which is being prepared for the 
press. £. J. M'C. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero. 

Dkpabtmbnt of State, 

Waekingttnh November % 1865. 

Sin : I have had the honor to receive your note of the 20th of April last, 

tran.smitting, by instruction of your g:nvrrnTiient, a correspondence which pas=sed 
in Dccomber, 1864, between General Slaughter, a rebel officer i» Texa?, and 
General Mejia, commanding the forces of the French at Matamora;*, in Mexico, 
relative to the capture of the Mexican steamer Orizaba, seized bj the insm^ts 
of the United States, and to the apparent good nndcrstandtng then existing 
betwcf n said genends touching the relations of the two goTemments thej 
claimed to represent. 

You are also pleast^d to communicate an extract from the New York Tiibunc 
of the 13th of April, 1S65, giving important details of the events then trans- 
piring in the Mexican republic. 

Thanking 70a for the infonuatioa thns coinmunioated, I pray you, sir, to ao- 
cent the assurances of mv highest consideration. 

*^ WILLIAM U. SEWAED. 

Senor 3Iatia!5 HoiMUKo, l^c, ^r., S^r., 
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iUr. Romero to Mr, Seufard* 
[TmnslatiOD.] 

Mexican Legation i.\ the t .mteu States, of America, 

Wat/iingion, July 4, 1865. 

Us. Secrbtabv : I deem it mj du^ to call jour attention to the printed 
documents which I have the honor to accompany with this not«, ana which 

show not only the friendly and cordial iinderfiitandiiig which exi8ted» to the in- 
■ jury of the United State-, between the insurgents agnin.-t thi? govemmont, in 
Texan, and the French, who are waging war against the government of Mex- 
ico in ^ilatamorad, but also the mea5ure» taken in concert between the French and 
their agents on the one part, and the insnrgents of Texas on the t>ther. to resist 
the forces of the national government of Alexico, sent with the view of recov- 
ering the ]iort of Matamora.s frnm the possession of the I'"ri ncli. These docu- 
nientr», ^vhich were found in Brownsville at the lime of the occujiatiou of said 
city by the forces of the United States, have been recently published by a 
jonmu of New York, and I have sufficient reasons to consider them anthentic. 

In the communication which GcneralJamcs £. SIaughter» who commanded in 
Brownsville when Texas was in the possession of theinsurgentr^, addressed on the 
6th of A]iril last to ('f)lonel Thomas M, Jack, assistant adjutant general of the 
military department of Texas, it is stated that Don Santiago Vidam'ri, who had 
heen appointed a counsellor to the usurper, had returned to Monterey and had 
written to him that he had much important information to give him, whieli he 
could not trust to the pen. He also asserts that "the imperialist commander 
of the port of Bagdad, (a Belgian,) recently assigned to that command, informed 
him that be had secret instructions to permit the introduction of all kinds of 
arms and munitions of war, &c., that might be desired, and that they should 
pass freely, for the use of the confederacy.'* 

It is also mentioned that there was in Monterey, accredited to the agents of 
the French, called the *' imperial authorities," an agent of the said confederacy 
named Mr. C^uereutes. General Slaughter himself adds: "General Mcjia, 
(the French agent in Matamoras,) who now commands here, promised me to do 
ever}'thing he could in our favor;*' and he can do no less than acknowledge 
that the Mexican people on the frontier states, with the exception of the per^ 
sonnl friends of Vidauni, arc opposed to the so-called empire. 

In another communication which the snid Ciencral Slaughter addressed to 
Don Tomas Mtjia, under date of the 10th of May last, referring to the export- 
ation of cotton from the south, which has been carried on through Matamoras, 
he says to him the following: * rii< trade which the Confederate States are 
nov.' carrying on throngh its authorized agents with Mexico and otlier countries 
throu_i;h the ports of >lexico has been carried on with the consent of the Mex- 
ican authorities." General Slaughter means to say, of the French agents in 
Mexito. 

Colonel J. S. Ford, v lio held, temporarily, the command in Brownsville, in 

the name of the so-called confederacy, communicated to Don Tomas Mojia, un- 
der date of the 2Slh of 3Iay last, that lie was ahont to station some forces on 
the banks of the Ilio Grande to attack a force •* which was in communication 
with those of the United States, and which probably was acting in concert 
with it," and he recommends' to him to station other troops ou the side of Mexico 
to act in concert with the confederates in the said attack, beeanse "it is the 
duty and the interest of both governments (the imperial of Mexico, and the con- 
federated of the south) to destroy and to disperse such bands," which shows 
tliat the Frrach and the insurgents have acted in concert agaiust the forces of 
the United States. 
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They have done the same thing whfle treating of the forces of the Mexican 
govcniment. The printed official communication, which I also enclose, dated 
"on the 2cl of March aforesaid, which wns addressed to me hy Goncral NosTete, 
commanding ia chief the national forces of Mexico, show.s, that having received 
hutraetkms to attaek Mstamoias, he saw, in approaching the city, that the 
artillery from Brownsville covered that post ; that the confederates prepared 
themselves to enter into the fight at the time he approached the city, and that 
they maintained a hostile attitude while he remained in its vicinity, tboe finding 
himself compelled finally to withdraw therefrom on that account. 

Besides this statiiment of General Negrete's, which justiliea (proves) the cou- 
nivanee of the confederates with the French against the national government 
of Mexico, we have the testimony of General Slaughter himselft the commander- 
in-chief of Brownsville, who, in the note which he addressed to the assistant 
adjutant p tieral, Colonfl Jack, on the 18th of May, aforesaid, reporting: his 
proceedings at the time General Negrete was pressing upon Matamoraii, says, 
that iaid general knowing that he (Slaughter) was a decided imperialist, and 
ftaring that his sympathies might influence his official conduct, he sent him a 
commissioner to a?k how ho would act during; the attack upon Uamoras. lu 
reply, he said to him that the confederates received their provisions through 
Matamorae, and that if the port was occupied by the Mexicans it would be 
hlockaded by the French, for which reason it was to his interest that it shonld 
remain in possession of the former. Further on. General Slaughter adds : ** At 
the same time that I maintained a strict neutrality, I concealed my intentions in 
such a manner that I obtained the same results which would have been attained 
if I had taken an active part in the contest. General Xegrete raised the siego 
and retired, behig fearinl of the result should he be compelled to meet our forces." 

These are the principal fkcts, which are to be drawn fh>m the documents an- 
nexed. In view of them, I think it would not be presumptuous on my part to 
say that they involved acts of hostility ap^ainst tho United States, for which the 
French agents, who occupy the frontier, are responsible. Thia being, however, 
a question exclusively concerning the government of the United iState:», which, I 
doubt not, will attaoi to it such importance as its own |inidence and sense of 
high dignity may induce it to regard as most appropriate, I would not mention 
it if at the same time tho facts mentioned did not constitute open acts of hos- 
tility against the government which I have the honor to represent, committed 
by armed citizens of the United States, whom, whatever may have been their 
aspirations, ihe Mexican government never considered as an independent 
nation, and did not even recognize in them the character of belligerents, having 
for this reason, now, its clear right to ask reparation for these grievances from 
the government of the United States, within the limits of whose jurisdiction the 
aggressors are. 

mth the resarvation, therefore, to again retain to the consideration of this 
grave matter when I shall receive the instnictions which my government may 

communicate to me respecting it, to ask the reparation which the outraged rights 
of Mexico may require, T deem it my duty to protest at this time, as I do j)ro- 
test, against the open hostility, with regard to Me.\ico, of the rebel general 
Slaughter and his followers in Brownsville, saving harmless all the injuries which 
the Hexican republic may have suffered, and may suffer, from this act, in order 
to ask reparation for them at snch time and in such manner as it may be proper. 

I avail mypelf of this opportunity to renew to you, Mr. Secretary, the assur- 
ances of my most distiuguibhed consideration. 

M. ROMERO. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, ^e^ 4^., 4r. 
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[Enclosiirtt Ko. ].] 

New Orleans, June 17, 1865. 

Advices from the Kio Giaudc border are to the 10th instant They contain the following 
iutcrcstiug account of the late revolution in northern Bfexico, and the niovenieul on Mata> 
inorus. It is in the U>n\\ of a letter to citizen Mutias Romero, envoy extraordinary' and min- 
ister nlenipotentiaiy of the Mexican republic tu Washington. They call it here Negrete's 
offieiai report: 

Having been invested by the citizen President of there public with extnunrdinaiy powen 
to make war npainj;t the traitors and those who aid and abet them, I commenced operations 
apaiust the city of Matamorns, arriving in bight of it with my command on the 30th ultimo. 
While on the march I learned that the traitor Meiia, in order to resist my attacli, relied upon 
the merchants of said city, who were armed, and the confederates of Korth America on the 
left bank of the Brazos. 

This itjfonnatiou whs conlirmed by various reliable sources, from which I also le.arn«?d 
that artillery belonging to the American troope of the south were in readiness in the main 
square in Matamoras. From my own eyes I know that <he coniederates of North Amoriea 
appeared armed on the other side of the river since I approached the city, and that even to 
this moment they maintain a hostile attittide, moving in my rear and compelling me to employ 
a part of my cavalry to watch thom* These facts agree fully and completely with the open 
lio>tilltv shown by the confederates toward the forces of Colonel Francisco Naranjo, wnen 
this ufliccr pursued the traitors who garrisoned the viliagf ot I'iedras Negras. 1 he latter 
escaped by crossing the Bravo, with the anticipated consent and protection of the former. 

In view of thej*f oirtMiiD'itnnrfs I liuve determined to withdraw my troops, believint:' that 
it would not be advisaljle to attack a city garrisoned by soldiers, re-enforced bv morciiatits, 
(most of them foreigners,) with a numerical turce superior to mine, and which, I have no 
doubt, are to bo aided by the confederates in the storming of the place. The foroea in the 
service of the secession party, which are now on the banks of tne Bravo, have obeenred 
against those of the legitimate govenunent of Mexico a conduct entirely opposed to the war 
which this ropablic maintains, making them accomplices of the vile attempt of Napoleon III 
to destroy the soverei^ty of Mexico, which ts also a threat to the aovereignty of all the le* 
publics of tlie New W orld. 

It is therefore but natural to infer that the confederates, like the Mexican traitors, arc allies 
of the French, and that the French protect the Anemies of the United States government, 
which i-' rxcliisively recocrnizr il by ours. The gravity of the case, and the importancr that 
it comes to the knowledge of the United States government, impel me to address you this 
note, which X trannmit to the minister of forei^ relations. 

Accept the tMoraiiee of my high consideration and esteem. Independence and liberty ' 

M. NEGKLil::. 

Before ICatahoras, Ma^ St. 1665. 



[Enolosnre No. 3.] 
Headquarters West Sub-district, Tex as, 

BroKfisrillf. January IC, 1*M>5. 

General: I have the honor to state, for your inlorniation, that a few days since the judge 
of Uie dialrict court of Matamoras notified me of the poaseasion of certain euulms of citizens of 
Mexico against the Confederate States, and that if payment was not made promptly he should 
feel it his duty to issue his writs of attachment in the cai>e and to order the seizure of cotton 
belonging to the confederate government, and to take such other ateps neoeasary to aecore a 
f jtccdy settlement. Under tht -f l ii cunistances I fee! it my duty to urge you, if in your power, 
to stop any proceedings touching this subject until the matter can be laid before the imperial 
goTemment for its conaideratioii and decision. 

Tbe commerce now being carried ou by the Confederate States, through their authorized 
agents, with Mexico and other countries through the porta of Mexico, was done hj the eon' 
sent of the Mexican authorities. • • • • • 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

*^ JA8. E. SLAUGHTER, 

Brigadur Gemtral C^MunandiMg. 

teefior Don TOiMAis Mejia, ^'C, SfC. 



[Endosttre No. 3.] 

Headquarters West Si d-district, Texas, 

Brotmariile, April 0, J-GTi. 

Colonel : I have the honor to state, for the information of district and department head- 
gMto rst that I have exerted every means to retain sad increase die feeling or friendship 
tween the imperial and confederate go vei umeots. 
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Governor '^Hdaiurri haa been uppointed one of the Council of the Nation," an. I has re- 
turned to Monterey. I rect-ivcd a letter from him, in which lie states he has mnch informa- 
tion to ffive to me which he cnuuot safely submit to writinfj. In view of ihia, as Colonel S. 
Benavi'Ies has reectved a f-'n k leave of absence from distnct ht adquurteiw, And as ho waa A 
mutual friend of Governor Vidaurri and myself, I have dir»'Oted him to proceed to Monterey 
and place himself in personal coinnmnication with him. I'pon his return I trust I will be 
able to give more definite information us to the state uf fevling towards our povemment and 
cause by tbe imperial ffoverament. I have made an arrangement with General Mejia, oom- 
mander of the imperiiU forces on this frontier, for the mntual rendition of criminal*, a cony 
of whii-h has been forvvard«'d to di>tiiot lu adqnurt' is. Its ll:st practical v, (.rkiiigr was tlif 
return of three thievesi (who bappoued to be des«:rtcr8 from Jones's battery,) whose intluenco 
was |nat and peraidoos. This course on the part of General Mejia, tofi^tW with the gen- 
eral impression that the nrraorrrment Iki'I Vk inadc ]i-/r\vt <'ii r.s lor the return of deserter?, 
earned the United iStatcs consul to addres-s a letter of protest, which was far from proving 
satisfactory to him in its results, as he obtained in reply only a letter reflecting severely upou 
the acts and conduct of the federals in several instan* < >• -ti cottne.^ion with the Mexicans. I 
am prcMiihcd u copy of this correspoudeuee. whieli. uiien obtained, I shall promptly for- 

rtje imperial commander of the port of lUipilad. (a Belgian, ) IfiN ly a^-^ia-T eJ to the com- 
mand, informs mo he has private iustnu-tions to permit all arms, ammunition, iind munitions 
of war, &c., to bo introduced and passed for the use of the conftderacy which are desired. 
This is similar to the proposal privately extended to General Mejia, and previously reported 
to district headquarters. They show an evident feeling of friendship for our cause. 

It is known by the Emperor, and strongly conjectured by myself, tlmt tiie .Juarez party 
and the federals are in correspondence with each other. I received inlbrmation a few days 
(rince that a Mexican bearer of despatches from Juarez to the federals crossed the river into 
my district at Piedras Xegras on the 17th ultimo. I have a large party of scouts out en- 
deavoring to intercept hiiu. If saccessful, 1 hope to be able, through this means, to compli- 
cate matters between Mexico and the United States to snch a degree as to work to onr ad- 
vantage. 

The feeling of all the im{x>rinl otbcer.s on this frontier is strongly in our favor. They deem 
our caoio strongly allied to their own in many respects, and are ready and ever wlUtng to 
extend every nossible aid which can be done without directly bringing their own government 
in contact with the United States. * 

We have already, in the person of Mr. Querentes, a commissioner of government, who is 
resident at Monterey. I do not think that any pomnu>sioner wnt by the genera! comtrand- 
in^ the di purtiuent could be of any 8er>'ice in Mexico, as I pre<$ume Mr. Slidell ha^ been 
using every effort in his pow. r to affect the new government. 

Governor Vidaurri will, I feel certain, further oar interest in eveiy way in his power, so 
long as be retains his immediate position. 

General Mejia, the present commander here, pro!;i; > 1 me tO do all In Us powir to aid US* 
I feel certain he entertains the Iiindest feelings for us all. 

I may as well add here that the people on this ftontier, with tbe exesption of tha Vidaunri 
party, are all opposed to tho imperial government, and all look to federal assistance. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS. E. SLAUGHTER, 
Brigadier Gtmral Commaniuig, 

Colonel THO.M.if* M. J.\ck, 

Anmtnd Adjutant General, 



[EncTomre No. 4.^ 

U£.M>Qi'AaTERS West Si o-distrk t. Texas, 

Brotcntvitle, May IS, 1865. 

Colonel : I have the honor to state, for the information of the commanding general, that 
during the late excitement in Mexico, arising from tlie appenrri')e4' of the liberal party under 
command of General Negrele before Matamoras, I was waited on by a deputation from 
General Xegrete to ascertttn my PpUcv. Knowing me to be personally a strong imperialist, 
he feared it might influence my official acts. 

I explained to him (through his agents) that we were dependent to a great extent upon 
Matamoras and its port tor supplies for this country, and if the liberals occupied it it would 
be blockaded by the French, and it would be impossible for our government to receive anv- 
thing through that channel ; hence it was to our interest for the imperial party to occupy tne 
cottntry. 

I avoided committing mvself by a direct or positive answer. 

While I maintained strict atutrality, X Tailed my intentions to snch an extent as to neap 
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tlic js.iiiic ro>ultH whu h wouM have bcou attuineil bv actual as<Htunco rendered. General 
Kegreto rabed the sisge aud retired, being fearful tbe result sliould he be compelled to 
meet oar fccces. 

I am, oolmwl, very lespcctfaUrt &e., Ac, 

JA8. E. SLAUGHTER, 
Brig0dUr Oemenl CmmmmuKag, 

Colonel Thomas M. Jack. 

Assistant Adjutant Generate 



[Encloeure No. 5.] 

Headquarters West Sub-district, Texas, 

Brotrnsrille, t?*", I'-'m. 

General: * * * I am aatisfiod that there is an organized band of robbers 
whose oi)erations extend to bo^ sides of tfae Rio Grande, and who are in eoinmnnicstion with 

the Yankees, and possibly act iu conjnnctidu uith thcni, 

Becent developments render the conclusion inevitable that no organization connected iu 
any manner witii the is^vemment of the United States can be snppoMd to have moch r^^ 

for the interests and frifiidshlji nf tlio imporial gfovcmmiMit r<! Mi xico, and that it is the com- 
mon duty and the common iut«.^reiit of your government and ot mine to break up and disperse 
such or{^anixations. I shall place troops on the river for that purpose, and shonld he pleased 
to hiivi* them act in mncort with yours. 

1 have the honor to renew my assurance of regard and piT^oual consideration. Your obe* 
diMiinrvant, 

J. S. FO&D, CofMsi CwKimMmiutg ff9 fern. 

General Don Tomas Mejl^, &ic. 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Romero, 

Dbpabtmen't of State, 

Washington, November 4, 1SG5. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your eommunicatioa of 
Jnlj 4r 1865, calling my attentioii to ue prioted doeamento enclosed Uierein, 
whidi eoDBist of a correepomleuce between the insurgent leaders of tbe rebellion 

on the sonthern borders of Texas' and the officers of the French army operating 
in the fame neighborhood in Mexico, manifesting a spirit of hof*tility, on tbe 
part of these insurgent citizens of the United States, against the government you 
remesentt and agaiiiBt which acts of hostility 70a solemnlj protest. 

In answer, I have to inform you that the matters referrea to in jour note, to 
which I have the honor of rejdyingy shall receive the attention to which they 
are entitled. 

I avail mysclt of this opportunity to assure you of my distinguished consid- 
eration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Seiior Matias Kombbo, ^r., S(c„ WaskingUmf J). C. 



Mr. Hunter to Mr, Bigelow, 

No. 215.] Dei'artme.nt of State, 

Mashington, July 31, 1865. 

Sir : I enclose a translation of a note of Uie 8th instant, and a copy of the 
aeeompaniments to which it refers, addressed to this department by Mr. Romero» 

the envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the Mexican republic 
accredited to this government, relative to a supposed understiuiding between the 
insurgent commanders in Texas and the French commander iu the adjacent 
quarter of Hezico* and to an alleged co-operation hetween tiiem, for the purpose 
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of preventiog the recovery of Matamoms from its present possession. Supposing 

the papers referred to in 3Ir. Romero's communication to be gciuiino, they seem 
to require explanation from the French authorities, which you will consequently 
req[ue8t of 3Ir, Dronyn de Liiuys. 

I am, air, your obedient servant, 

W. HUNTEB, Acting Secretary, 

JoHK BiGBLOw, Esq.* ifc», ^c. 



Mr, Romero to Mr. Seward. 
ClYtiulation.] 

Mbxican Lbqation i.\ tbb Umtbd Statbs op Ambrica, 

WashwgUmf July 8» 1865 

Mr. Se( ki: ! arv : Through an accident there have fallen into my hands two 
letters fioni ^Ir. William M. Gwin, formerly senator of California, w ho is occupied 
at the present time in carrying into effect a plan of colonization in the frontier 
states of the Mexican republic, which letters are dat^d at the city of Mexico 
on the 18l]i of March last, and directed one to Colonel John Winthrop, of New 
York, in care of Mr. Royal Phelpe, of the same city ; and the other to his wife 
and daughters living at Paris. On one leaf of the latter is found another hitter 
written by Mr. William M. Gwin, junior, to his mother, on the 16th and ISth of 
said month of May. Although Mr. Gwin doet< not sign the letters refenf d to, 
there is abundant reason for believing that they have been written by him ; the 
handwriting, the context, and more eapeciiiUy the eircmiiBtaiiee that the son's 
letter is signed, leave no doubt in le^^rd to the authenticity of those letters. 

Along with said lettfrs thf^ro have eome into my possession two more, one with 
the mark "confidential " on it, Bi<,'ned by "Massey," and directed to the Hon. 
Benjamiu Wood, of New York, and the other a correspondence written by the 
same ponson and directed to the newspaper " The Djuly News," of that ei^. 
Both are dated at the city of Mezieo, on the said ISth of May. 

In the letter of wliich I enclose you a copy, and which was addressed to me 
on the 1st instant by Colonel Don Enrique A. Mejia, of the Mexican army, you 
will be iuformed of the manner in which those letters fell into his possession. 
For what it may amount to, I will state to yon that the despatches oi the lega- 
tion of the United States in Mexico for the department over which you preside, 
referred to by Colonel M^ia, X placed in the hands of Mr. Hunter on tne 14th 
of June last. 

The importance of the documents adverted to has induced me to send the 
originals to your department, in order that the government of the United States 
may take such steps in regard to them as it shall deem compatible with its 
safety and its intere.sts. Itappears from them that Mr. Gwin is formally engaged 
in carrying into effect his project of colonization ; that, although he does not say 
so clearly, having written with much distrust, through a presentiment that his 
letters might be intercepted, that project is known to be hostile to the United 
States, sinee he proposes to take to the iVontier of Mezieo all the disoontented 
citizens of the United Stat* living in the south, with the design of organising 
them there under the protection and with the assi'^'tance of France. It appears 
also that he iias, so tar a« tlie French Emperor is concerned, all that he needs for 
carrying into effect this luidertaking, and that there are orders from said Emperor 
to Gen^nl Basaine, eommander-in-dilef of the Freneh armv In Me^eo, to lend 
to Gwin all the assistance which he may need in the development of his plan. 
The sanction of Maximilian — the puppet whom the Emperor of the French has 
placed in Mexico in order that he might seem to be the sovereign of the coun- 
try — which was the only thing wanted for the realization of the scheme, had 
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not yet been obtained, bnt was on the eve of being obtained, as well because all 

the supporters of flic usurper considered the plan referred to as the only salva- 
tion of tho so-called omjiire, as because the members of ^laximiliau's cal iiKt 
■vvlio were 0[ipo>t'(l to the plan had kft tboir places in order to bo ^ncrt rded by 
others who were favorable to it, and more especially because it is plainly to be 
seen tliat the ex-Archdoke of Anstria has no will of his own in the affairs of 
Mexico, since, he having been placed la the country by the Emperor of the 
French, and having; been sustained by him militarily and })ocnniarily, in the part 
of the Mexican republic occupied by the invadin;^ army, nothing is done but 
what the French commanders decide to do of themselves or in virtue of orders 
from their government, and the ex- Archduke Is only to keep up appearances» 
and during the course of events to indicate to the Emperor of the French what 
may be proper or necessary to be done finally in Mexico. 

AH those impfirtant irportrs are corroborated in a letter from Vera Cruz of the 
1st of June, publi.-^hed in the " Times," at New Orleaud, a copy of which I have 
the honor to transmit to you. 

I have sent to my government a copy of the enclosed letters, in ordw that on 
its part it may take the necessary steps to frustrate tlie plans hostile to Mexico 
which the Kinperor of the French is endeavoring to develop in tli*- republic. 
Believinp; at the same time that such plans are equally hostile to th"' riiiterl 
States, 1 send you the original letters, in order that you may make of them -uch 
use as you may deem proper. 

I avail myself of this opportunity, Mr. Secretary! to renew to you assurances 
of my most distinguished consideration. 

M. BOMEKO. 

Hon. William II. Seward, 4pc., Sfc.^ ^v. 



[Enclosure No. 1.] 

Wasiiixotox, July J, 1865. 

Dbar StR : I regret that urgent business calls me to Nev York. I -a 11! explain in this 
letter the manner in which th" p.ipers snhmitf*-'! to yon camp to my liaudfl. 

On leavinpr the city ofMt xioo, I w ius reqiiesu d by Mr. Corwin, the acting char^ d'affaires 
of iho IJnittul Stntos, to take churp^o of some dci^iputeht's for the Stale Irapartnicut, as he 
feared his official correspondence hud been tampered with. As there was a probability that 
I would be searched, he sent his despatdies by another couveyuuce to Vera Cnir, there to 
be delivored to me. Events justified this precaution, as I was arrested on arriving at Vera 
Cms, my trunks searched, and all papers taken from me, includiog my passport as bearer 
of despatches ; the official notes were demanded of me, and as I denied naving them, I was 
thrown iti!o {irison, allowed to coiimiiiiiicatc with n<» cii '. I'iuding iictluiig to criininuio uie, 
after several days, I was liberated and allowed to embark for Havana. On board of the 
steamer I Teoefred tbe despatcbes the Frencb bad been so anxfanu to proeare. 

On returning my papers, I received among them those now in j-our possession, pr^'bably 
taken from some other traveller, whidi being open I examined, and considered of bufiicient 
importance to present to you. 

Before leaving the city of Mexico I wn^ sliown Iho (u'trinal letter from N ipoloon to Mar- 
shal Hazaiue, recommending Mr. Gwin's plan, as stiljinitteJ to him, and directing the mar- 
shnl to furnish the troops demaoded by Mr. Gwiu. The object is to colonize Sonera and 
otl^-r frontier States witli veteran eonfeui'rates, as t larrier to any aggre<;s:ou of the United 
States, and there cn fitc a power always hostile, and, with the as^istance o: the French, suflB- 
cientlj finmidabh' to n-.s-ist all attempts n^ainst Maximilian. 

French forces bad already left Mexico lor Sonora and the northern i^ntier in combinatios 
with Mr. Gwiu. 

Veiy respectfully, your obedient serraat, 

£NRXQU£A. M£JIA. 

MaTUS BOXBUO, Esq., 

MbritUr of tfesnca, if€. 
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[EndMim Ko. 8.] 

Mexico, May 10, IH05. 

My Dear Mothkii: Kothiiifj Ims (Hrmn d siiuv I hist wrote; in fact there in uuthiug to 
oeeor; all business han romt' t«> )i stand-still, hccause of the emperor's absence. WbetiUs 

atlfTiist Mnjcsfy ha*! suHi :i ntl\- (iniU'-t (1 liiuisclt' \\ itii rural sjxirts. he may take ft notion to* 
return to his sieepint; capital and wake us n]> iVuni uur present btule ut" letharpy. I am learn- 
ing to exercise the admirable quality of patience, whicn raeolM I bi'gin to fali'into the pbilo- 
Bophicftl way of taking thin^fl coolly — the best thinfif a man cnn do in Mexico, wh« re the 
object of the community is to approach as nearly us poHsible to n state of vefjetation, and to 
imitate in all itJi lively ]ieculiaritie8 that interesting excrescence — a knot on a tree. Colonel 
Talcott arrived a day or two ago. lie has been unwell iu consequence of too great exertioUt 
and can scartrely tralk, firrnn having sprained bis ankle. We breakfasted with the fomlly on 
Saturday: tli« '1 m ii i. : 1 tl - 'm rli u part ol" y<.iir letter about Spiller. I think they are a 
little uneasy on account of his prolonged ub»ence. The marriage, jroa know, was to have 
taken place last month ; now no one can say when )t will come off. The old man is firmly 
of the conviction that Spiller is jroinp: to act the dofj. Tour letters were an itnnicnse satisfac- 
tion. It was very cousolio^ to hear you were iu good sj)irits, although 1 know you must 
stiU cherish in some small def^ren that pleasinfir reflection that, some tlay or other, weMl find 
OUraelTcs n-starvinp. I arn alrnnfetlier oppnm d to ever lu inf,'' reduced to sudi an i xtn inity, 
and have determined, at tlie hazard u! proving ytm a bad j)rujdiet, to make a furliuif. That's 
ft fixe<l fact upon the principle, be there a will, then wisdom linds the way. Wc got the will 
and trust to luck for wisdom, aixl wheu that fortune is madoi should you be bungiy and a 
wanderer, I'll g^ive you food and shelter. 

May IH. The old man saw the marshal the otlier day, but nothing resulted from the inter- 
Tiew* He renewed his protestations of friendship, and declared he would urge the old man's 
claims to the utmost. We must content onrselves with an existence of Idleness a while 
lon;:er, for no steps can be taken wilhont the cuiperor. The old man saw Almonte to-day : 
he tiiiuks tbero'il bo no trouble, and so far as hu iiimself is concerned, we may look for strong 
support. 

The minister of foreig^n affair-s lia^ irnru- to Kurope, and evorj' one says Almonte is to comn 
in. He will then be all-powe rltii, and with his favorable disposition towards our plans we 
are pretty certain to carry the «lay. Things are processing as smoothly as possible, only it 
provokes one to bo detained when there is no sufHcient cause. To think ot our being kept 
here hobiing our hands, when those prodigious mines are inviting us to fortune, and all 
because the emperor will stutT birds! I feel very easy about Mexican affairs, but I'm dread- 
fully blue al>i'nt t!ie south. Andy Johnson's speeches breathe such a heinous spirit that I 
cau si-e nothin;; aiiead but extermination. I shouldn't bo surprised if there were ri-enari- d 
on the American continent the mikssacre and havoc of the French revolution. It is horrible 
to contemplate the situation of tbo country. I am afraid they will commit excesses to which 
all the horrors that have gone before will "be as notbiiifj. It's dreadful to fall in battle, but 
it's ten times mere dreadlul to die on the scat^V'l I. .Johnson says treason can have no exten- 
uation ; it ui a crime that merits the direst punishment. That's to say, nil traitors should 
be hung, and as we are all traitors there*s nothing left for us but hanging. It really makes 
III! -il k \vli< u I think of the bloody agony that awaits the sontlierii pcuple. IJut we must 
leant to suppress our fceliugs; it nuiy bo, at'ter all, that our only homo will be among these 
jH'ople. Ir the old man shonldn*t succeed, we shall have to live in California, and Indficd we 
are fortunate to have even stub a refug*'. 

I am very glad aunt 8ue is going to Europe; she'll be a great comfort to you. The old 
man wrote the judge from Havana, and sai i, wlien the time came and he got fairly started 
he would let him know. He told the jndy-e that uncie Aliek must come with him. to furnish 
the necessary means, which should be paid on liis arrival. Tell Carrie her letter was de- 
lightfol and to write me every nmil. I promise to answer her every one. Tell sitter Luej 
to write me, and not to get married. Love to alL 
Your affectionate son, 

WU. H. OWIN. 

Note.— On the same note-paper sheet appears the following: 

[Enclosure No. 3.] 

My DE.iRLV-lJKLovED WiFE AND D.MT.HTF.RS : The startling news from the United 
States has made the blood of everv southern symputhizer run cold with horror. No one wiii 
be safe in our native country. How I thank Providence that I have cast my lot elsewhere, 
and that very soon I will have a home fur my wife and eliildieii, \\ ]„ k iIm v will l-e >;ire 
fnon oiN.iesjiiou, and where we have every prospect of immediate and permanent ttrospt rity. 
My jM .cy is on every man's lips as the only one that will save this empire. The emperor 
lingers most unaccountably away fmni the cai«ital, but lui minister having i liargi ol this 
matter considers it so pressing that he has gone to him with it mure than a k ago. ^»o 
one doubts that there will be an entire chauf^e of ministry, w 'rAi > ne > r two exceptions, when 
the emperor returns, and that hb entire mmbtry >vUl be in favor of my policy. It seeme 

33 D c 
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that he Is fiffecting this change in Ms absenee, and that ho ranahis awaj to aceomplisb it. 

If I tlan-d write I vault] phf you iininrs of persons who hnvp approachcn] mo >vith tins news 
that wuuld leave qu doubt uu jour miuds (hnt nil of tlu-.Hc tluaeti will happim, niul thut vury 
toon. The delay is nnpleaaaiit, hot the cortitiuty ot Micc<)ai uiat will follow this delay ia a 
grent consolation, especially wlien everything i» so dui k for us overywhero else. Nevir have 
•a doubt of my success. I Lave han now than over. Willie is getting into heavy business. 
They un- proposing to him to give him the entire control of the richest gold mine in the 
world, in £>iaaloa, and he is one of three who have asked for the concession of all the rul* 
roads in Sonora. He will succeed in both, and either of them will make a doseu fortnnea. 
Brent and hifl whole army will eoon be in Texas. I will write more at Iwge by IMtidi 
steamer. 

As ever, yours, devotedly. 

(NoCalcnatnre to.fhia.) 

ISToTF..— Enclosnres No. 2 and N<»» 3 am written OH theMuneabeetof notapspcr, aadeame 

in an envehijn; addre^sfd us follows: 

"Mrs. Win. sr. (Jwin, .'),'> Boulevard Malesherbes, Paris, France." 
Til' whole of which i.s H''aiu <']Rlo,sfd in another enTriope, addressed to — 
Messrs. Van den ikoek & Co., 6U £ue de la GhaoMee d'Antin. Parii, France." 



[EDckeiinKa.4.] 

Mexico, May id. 1S€5. 

My Dear CoLONBL : The newa from the United States appals every one here, and paraljsee 

all busijicss. What will hapjM»n ufxf i-; tlii- constant inquiry. The enincror's absence nutnt 
seeui to iM isons at a distance extraordinary, but it if«now developing itself that he is bringing 
about a mdical change in his counsels, and tlim^ will be an entire change of noiicy on llis 
return. Three of the ruling men in his counsels have bi-en disfdacod since he lett, and two 
{and tlu'V the most obnoxious to my ideas of government, and most opiK)sed to my project) 
have bien sent abroad, if not in banishment, equivalent to it. No one hero doubts but Al- 
monte will come into powei, and Irom the first he has declared that my plan of colonisation 
is the only salvation for the emphe. The same sentiment Is uttered by every one in faror of 
the enijiin'. In fact, if anything in thf future (.an be in tniu in this country, at an early day 
you wid see a decree opening North Mexico to the enterprise of the world. What a people 
we can assemble there if this policy is adopted. "What a eonntrr it will be in a very few 
years. The recent startling events, and the policy I have iudicatea, caTisos delay that is un- 

gleasant, but no doubt of ultimate success. I have never been so contideut as at pn^eut. 
ay to my good and highly-valued friend, Mrs. W., that we will very soon meet again in the 
nuist doliphtfnl sjntt on the ^lol>e, and there will not be a cloud to obscure the future. She 
will eat her Christmas dinner in the palace, to a certainty, and what a time we will have' 
The day I leave here Twill stind an order to Franc*! for a large Hupply hest wines in 

Kurope, and they will bo mellow to the t.isto by Christmas. Tlii.H not roniance. The 
stern reality that confronts every one of my sentiments banishes all rumanco. I must have 
realities. The crusades wUt be mrpassed iu the emigration to the country of my fatova 
home, and such a (HH»ple never moved from one country to another. You and your wife are 
among the very few that gave me a cheer of success, and that suci-ess will be mara'd if you 
do not ticipato iu it. But, like me, you must be patient fer a tiuie ; it may be but for a 
Toiy short time. I confMs 1 chafe at eveiy hour's delay, but I do not permit this to depresa 
me or dump my energies. I have to deal m gettnaUtiee» for &ar of aeddents. but you may 
coimt on having a home w here vou will not Mily be pnwparoaa and happy, but honored aa 
one w ho, from the tirst, had faitn. 

I may introduce your name in some important ooneesBions that may he necMsary to ie- 
curo the .success of my policy, but yon may rely on it, if I do, benefits of no cquiveK-al 
character will result to you. Every one with a particle of enterprise iu his composition have 
their ey«« turned to the north, but I will be first on the ground. I shall opien new books, and 
capitalihts near you had bettor wait coming events Ix foio they venture their money. When 
1 w rite you to come, bring as many millions as you pieiise, and they will soon turn into teua 
of millions. Even tJie most skeptical here now acknowledge that no such country exists en 
the earth unoccupied. Hut I have to write so obsciurely, for fear of accideatSt that you may 
not com[)U-heud me, but have faith that 1 know what 1 am about. 
With my best iova tcMn. W., I mmain veiy traly yooxs. 

(No signature.) 

NoTB.<~This letter oune in an envelone addressed as follows: " Colonel John Wiuthn>p," 
and both enclosed in another envelope aadrcssed to: *' Royal Phelps, esq., 22 East Sixixeutu 
street, Nrw Yi.rk, United States of Amei im." 

Enclosures No. 3 and No. 4 are etidemtiii in the same handwxitinff, which is believed to bo 
that of WiltiamM.CIwin, senior. ^ 
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[Encloffiirc Xo. a.] 

Jfr. Massey to Mr, Wood, 
Pitinrte.] Mexico, May 18, 1865. 

Dbar Sir: Just on cncloslnfr the within very hastily written comiiiunle«tl<m» I hear of a 
person to leavu in the morning for New York, hhJ I iiviiil mystilf of tlio opportunity to send 
Dv him. Yon see I have lj«en cautious l>ut positive about Doctor Gwiu. He, my family, 
Cit iierul Stoup, and two others mesa to<fether; they are all iu mr roonw several times a day, 
cm: 1 or we iu theirs. I see Mr. Soal6 daily, all iu the same scheine— Sonera, Sinaloa, Chi- 
Iraabtu, and Ihiran^; they have atf (Aey wtnU from the French Emperor; the approval of 
Maxiimilirtu w desired. Marshal Bazaine htm certain or<l«•r^s iitiyliow ; the thing will be carried 
out, and Gwin will «> out as director eeueral, &c Stone's project was distiuct, as I have 
stated, and accidental. They hannonise, howevw, admirably. I am distinctly pledged, in 
pr€»sfiu-e of witoesses, to Iimvi- nny scheme of mine carried out: I shall have them. There are 
fortune.-!! in it, and a very peculiar kiud of colonizati«m nlone permitted. I am too much hur- 
ried to lay more; I must say, however, that our at!'air is thu largest, and best, and most rapid 
ever conceived or granted in any country. I dropped n line to the Empress the other day, 
and in two hours had an au-swer entirely satisfactory NutLitig will be dnbhcd till the Em- 
peror returns— sjiid now not till 3d or 4th of next montii; m-A when he does return he has 
weisbty matters awaitiof him, so that 1 fear aatill longer delay, ilence I cannot get through 
in ttOM for the next (Brittah) steanmrof the Itt Nothing is being fin ished in his abseuce. 1 
do trust that, in the midst of the turbulent times about you, ynu li.n e seqiiesh red ample means 
for our project; if I knew otherwise I would be off on another thiuf. Bat im<4 ours, other 
**Mf iA»ttjr« " follow. I am sorry yon have not written lo me; I know not yotur hopee or 
wishes. You ought to have sent ine .snnie iiioney. It is hard to financier on nothing mdrji- 
nitdy, and I have concentrated uiy \s iiole .strength on our scheme. I enclose a letter for my 
dan^hter— please midl it lo hart and also, as I am delayed about making money, I want, and 
particularly rcfjtiest, you to send to her address a r/n/// Un ^ii\0 in gold ; she needs it; her 
term is out, ami I have written that y(»u will send it to her; don't neglect it — that is, if you 
and I are ever to have auy th ii^ iu eoiumou, and your fortune is secure if you will attend to 
me a little. God Itnows what I will do aboal money if I don't get our idhiftmfr through quick. 
Hem nevir teen a copy of the "News." 
Your fiiendf 

MASSEY. 

Hon. B. Wooow 



[ Euclutture No. 6. ] 

CiTT OF Mexico, Maa 19, 18G5. 

The " gorernment^' is still on Its travels ; that is, th<^ Fmporor continno^ his rocroations 
ebont Orizaba ; consequently, civil events make no progress — everything apparently waiting 
for the Emperor's return. His absence has been, and is, exceedingly unpopular. HesDifen 
nothing to be finished without him, and documents and messages sent to him are seemingly 
shelved. In cousequenc-u of iuiponunt news from France by Uie late French steamer, gr<>at 
ehan^es are being effected, and great improvements c.xpocted. The loan of $60,0(K),ih'O is 
sutiieient, with thf income of the country, to "run" the government for two years, within 
which time it is at leisure to "consolidate" itself. The vole in the French ChamlnTs to con- 
tinue French troops in Me.\ico was unexpectedly large in its favor, and guarant* . s I Vcnch 
protection of governmental atabilitj here. That an improvement in the admiuistration of 
alMrt is foreshadowed is indicated in the Tory sadden removal of Eloln, (called chief of cab- 
inet, really chu-f clerk of cabinet,) who has been reput«'d to have exerted an overshadowing 
influence over the Emperor and Empress, and has been exceedingly unpopular with both na- 
tives and fordgnera. El<rin wee with the Emperor on his trip; amfsomeinstraetioosieosived 
from France were evidently impressive, for he left on the steamer at once, witliout so maeh 
ae retumiug to the capital for a "change of clothes." He is said to have been sent on ft 
epedal mission to Belgium and France; so, also, liannK the seeietary of State, has been 
sent on a mission, it is said, to London and iJrussels. 'I he Emperor has a convenient way 
of substituting honors ! Tho secrutary of the interior htis also been permitted to resign. It 
is not stated why he, too, was not provided with a foreign mission, ulthotifrh it is known that 
special acts rendered his ** loyalty" questionable. All these cabinet vacancies are as yet on- 
supplied, and will remiun so till the Emperor's return. It would be nseless to give rumors 
as to who will fill tlu iii. 

Of course letter-writers from Havana and Mexico will have heralded the return of Dr. 
Owin ftom Paris to the city of Mexico. AH manner of things will doubtless be written. 
Those who know the trallant nnd nohlc r x-scnatur know that he knows how to keep his own 
eottnsels. My next letter may tell your readers as many particulars as they are interested in. 
For tbepneentlmftjoi^jHiy^tfaettheDr. ianotamantofoU. HeeomesbeekinthebeBt 



Digitized by Google 



51 G DIPLOMATIC COERESPONDEXCE. 

of lieulth nn«l sjiiilts. All misnnJerstandinps have Ix't-n ok-uml ap. All tnlk of the Dr. b€»ing 
made duke, viceroj, or aartliiug of the kind, is ail stuff; it never e&teml tbe brain of anvo 
body but scrlbblera. Tbe Dr. has a hif^her, nobler ambition than tbat kind of nonsense smadES 

of. That he is in |)ro< ( «s of full Kiiccess there can he no sha<lo\v of douht. Soon a domaiu 
as larce as Frauce, aud cumjx>8«d of four ot Mexico's ricbust states, will be open to the most 
beautiful a species of immigration ever lniown-~«ll to become and remain a part of the em- 
pire of Mexico. StK^tn after the Emperor's return I will he in :i po<iti(iii to tell your n fulers 
move. Those who are tired of revoliUionH, and of uiobocracieti, aud puUtical corrupt ions, 
maj look forward with hope. 

liy ail ncciih'iitHl coincidence Oe!!' "^n! Charles P. Stone <^ot n;i<'ii fltf <nme stenmPT at Ha- 
vana unou wiiiLli Dr. Gwiu had taken ^lassage for Mexico. 1 wuiiltl scarcely allude toil w«ro 
It not toat leiter-writera will probably indulp> in a variety of sjieculations. General Ston6 
WHS on;riiir« <l in the survey of .Sonora in IttaU, under the celebrated Jeckor contract, Some 
of deckel 's claiuis having lately been audited by the inijM'rial government, General .Stone cauio 
on to fee about his own interests. He came with a practical exjM-rience, too, of intiuite im- 
portance iu the near development of Sunora. Hb purposes and plans in relation thereto 
were totally indetM>ndent of^ and disconnected with the larger enterprise of Dr. Owin ; yet 
tacli will nialciiiilly assist the other. Within A very few wei kN I am sanj^uiin- that all will 
be iu proo s.s of successful accouiplisliiueut. Till 1 write a^aiu, your readers must wait, and 
take anythinf2r said in other jonmnls with a very lurfre "^rain of salt.'* 

Military niutii is are n»)t very > \r"tiii^r. of . (.iirse you have heard of the entry and tem- 

Somry occupation of >>altillo and Monterey hy tlie troops of Neprete. I'pon gettiug^ over to 
latanioras they met with Mefia, re-enforced by tive hundred ire4th troops, aud the Juari^ots 
prt ripit.nti'ly retireil. It is cxjx'cti il tlmt they will he surrounded aud taken prisoners. This 
ih ilji only Imnd ol any si/e known to he iu an orgauized condition in Mexico. Of cotirse, 
as I have repeatedly i^aid, it will in all probability require many years to get rid of thin gaa> 
rilla business. Mexico has been used to tt for the«e many years, under all forms and 8hai>os 
of government, and ttuch an inveterate habit of a people cannot easily bo broken up. The 
state of MichoHCHU is greatly disturbed — there i» nothing like repo.se in it It is a large state, 
and mountainous. Small parties can make very destructive irruptions, and French and Bel- 
gian troops have both snflered severely by f^uiprise. Re-enfbrccmonts are almost con^ttantly 
arriving at Vera Cruz. The vouiilu hun In-eu playing .sad havoc already in tin- unfortunate 
city just mentioned. It is extremely dangerous for any one unaccliutated to pass a siuele 
night then. It wtU he a gnat bleasing ^ 

[Here a portion of the thupd page of the letter aeenu to have been either torn or eat cAl] 

to Mexico and the world. Fortunately, it is poinp on with all possible vigor. Tlie entnpany 
constructing it have subleased eleven iea^'^ne> ot the mo-t lHl»or to a French and iJelgiau com- 
pany; the part which includes the mountaius to bo done in two years. One single bridge 
will CiOit s-.'.tnMi,<Mi(), (jnd will lie niitde in En^'lan<l. Tin- other part of lli. mut-' ;r<>es on. 
The iioii will he hauled ovi i llie niouutaius. It is in coutcmplutiuu to tini.>h (ins end, from 
the city of Mexico to Puebla, within two years. 

The frajrtc events iu the I'nited 8fate-» are, of coufo, the almost universal subject of con- 
versation. It might pos.-ihly come under the head of "news" to tell you some ot the com- 
inent.s in the highest circles, lint y<m must pardon my refraining, because they \v..iild l.e 
denounced as ** copperhead" ropresentationa. And tbe events have been too thick and fast 
for a i>roper reference to them in a brief tetter. Prom the stand taken by Andy Johnson and 
his Attorney General and Si cretaiy of \\"ai. it is evident that they must have their hands too 
full fur years to come to permit his talk about the "Monroe doctrine" to be any more than 
talk. Such vindictiveness in conquerors was never liefore seon in the world's history, and 
that it will 1.111.? the d»->trucii.'n ot irs authors is written in tlie hook of destiny. Kither to 
"rejitore" or to " subjugate " is the dream of an inebriate, under the jioiicy shadowMd forth. 
The carriage of the remains of Lincoln through the cities of the country, th** usee made of 
that display in exn^jx'rariti;..^ the lowest passions of humanity, haa affotdod fCaildal Of the 
Auieticau name uli over ihu world too glaring for remark. 
Yonrst truly, 

JOURNALIST. 

XoTK — This commniiication seems to be in the same faandwritiog aa «Ddottin Ko. 6 ol 

this series. 



[Eadosnxe No. 7.--0Fiom the New York World of Jane 19, 1863.] 

E.MltJRATIOX TO MFXK O. 

The minister of public works at Mexico also publishes a notice that a citinen of the United 
States, Dr. Tltoinas C. Masscy, has been allowed to establish ugencios for emigration to 
Mexico, a* a prirutc tnttrpriw soldf, with no lespODSibility inciurred by the government ol 
the £mperor Maxinuiiau. 
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[Endontre No. 8»~Froiii Yem Gnu, Jane 1* Gornspondttiioe of tbo Kew Orleans ^mes.] 

Tbo Em]v(>rorM still on his travels, staffing; birJn anJ shooting deer, wliil.- tli<> Kmprcas Is 
at a stnn.Ktill awaitiiifj his retuni to th<! capital. Tlit- l)i>t news frinii tin- intt i ior is of a se> 
rious natuie. Count rutlier iitvd been defoatnl by tlu' liliornls in tho stiite of Michoacun, the 
count wounded and his troops hadljr beaten, tlioii;;'' l oursc, clriimn a victory, only 

retreating for wank of water, when he says in tihe ikst part of the report that the fight eccorred 
by a lake and dnrho^ two hours* rain. 

The liberalH, under Nepn t . , slill liold Monterey, Saltillo, and all tho country binderinff on 
the Kio Grande, and though tiie attack on Matamoras failed, they have been able to hold all 
the rest The state of Tamanlipas, with the exception of the ports of Matamoras and Tarn- 
pico, arf" onfirely held by thf lihtrals. Kvi r v\\ In n; in tbc country tho peopk? si i la to be 
risiiip agiiinst the French. Tho only part of the country really held by the iaipeiialUts is 
the environs of the capital and the road to Vera Cms. 

In the capital things confiniui the same as over. Tliero is no accord bctwoeu the French 
commander and the imperial government. JSothing has been done to rfcnpi rate tlie finances 
of tlic country, though the news bj the laft steamer Hi t ins to indicate tiiat the great project 
of the ii!i]i(M ia! loan-lottery will meet with isncr. Ms. If an individual tried to raise the wind 
by sucli na'aii8 lie would bo indict^'d for swindling. Imagine, for bonds whose face shows 
r>i)0 francs, the lender pays 350 francs* They bear six per cent, interest. Every vear 
3,000,000 are to be raffled and prises drawn yarvinir from half a million to twenty-tive tDoa> 
sand for the benefit ot boudholdeni. Besides, after fifty years their capital is to be doubled — 
that is to say, they reci ive one thousand francs with the inttrest payable seiiii-aniiually in 
Paris. The French government keeps the first amount paid in to cover the prizes and pav 
Itself, and Maximilian only (;ets about two million. In ona year he has spent $6,000,00(1, 
and is no nearer pacifying the connlry than he was s'v months SgO* It is true ho has in his 
cabinet some liberals, but the party will have none of him. 

The confederates still continue to flock to Mexico. There Is no doubt Dr. Gwin will get 
his project througli. It only awaits the sicnnturc of Maximilian to Vx-conie a hnv. Ilr ^'ne.s 
^ut OH direct4>r general of emigration for the states of iSonora, Chihuahua, Duraugo, and Ta> 
n)anli|)a8, with extraordinary powers and <vAf tkou§and French troops to back him. The 
emiLirntion is to be strictly southi-rn, or conlvderate. Ten thousand confederates are to bo 
armed and paid by the <'in[>ire, but kept iu the above-mentioned states as protection to the 
emignuats. Strategical points aie to be fortified and garrisoned on the frontier. Dr. Qwln't 
son nas applied for and will got on exclnsivo privilege for all tho railroad.s in Snnora. The 
southerners are elate, and golden visions lloat before tliem. Tho hwt news from the States 
has caiused a panic, and every mail is anxiotisly expected. The Yankee invasion they con- 
sider as certain, hut hug to Uiemselves the idea* that France, Austria, and Belgium will not 
nHow the United States to Invade the empire. Napoleon has sent out a dirsetor of police to 
Maximilian, Capjto d'lstri, wlio lately returned from orgtmizing tho police of tho Celestial 
Empire. Persecutions immediately began, a la French. The first two imprisonments have 
eansed freat iensation. 

It Ri-ciiis tli.it Colonel rienry Mejin. of thr liberal party, Iftfcly went to Mexico nndor a 
safeguard to atte nd to some valuable property ho had inherited, and while in the city iuvoutod 
a rifle, of wliich much was spoken. It is said to shoot accurately sixty times in a minnte. 
Finding it ditlicnlt to construct in Mexico, he decided going to the United 8tat»>s. Ry acci- 
dent, iu the same stage, there was Mr. Hay, ex-govemor of Mexico, also of the liberal party. 
Two proniiu' r<t liberals going to ibe States looked so mnoh like conspiracy tliat on their 
arrival at Vera Cruz both were arrested ami put in dungeons, their trutiKs broken open and 
papers seized. L'nfortuuately for Colonel Mejia, ho had some dcspatchea for the State De- 
partment at Washington, and also a model of his rifle, or, as the French called it, infernal 
maeliine. The despatches were opened and the ritle !<eized. As both these gentlemen had 
iafe coudnct«, and really nothing could be proved against them, and as such imprisonments 
were in direct contravention of the provisional statute, they wt re released after eight days' 
close confinement. These arrests caused intense excitement, and the fears of an emeute in- 
dnoed, no donbt, their prompt release. The rottenness of the empire is beyond description 
The lavish exj) -n-litures of Maximilian have no chc r k, nnd nothitjg is dinii f. -. the benefit of 
the country, if Maximilian huts two years, the debtof Mexico would be increase 1 f:UH»,u(*0,000. 
The roads are impassable in tiie rainy season. There is no security anywhere, no order, no 
pvsfem. The Frendi loudly coni]ilain. They say something is due to France, whieh means 
tiiat they are tired of the Austrians, and want Mexico* for themselves ; that if they mu.si fight 
the United States, the prize must be tor them. As for fighting the Americans, 40,000 French 
can easily rout an army of UMt,0(Hi Yankees. French vanity can admit no equality, as they 
say one shot, then a charge, and the poor Americans will be spitted on French bayonets. 
Toe confederates seriously proclaim that they only can save the empire by the emigration of 
s<'>nfherner8, who will rally by thousands at the call of Gwin, and raise an impa-ssable bulwark 
against American aggressioiu This it» seriuuiily believed and circulated by the French com- 
mauder-in-chief. 
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Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero. 

Dbpartmrnt of Btatr, 

Washmgion, July 18. 1865. 

Sir: I Lave the Lonor to acknowlcflge the receipt of your note of tlu- ISth 
icetaut, with its several accompauirneuta, referring to the plans of Mr. W. AI. 
Gwin, formerly a eenator of the Uoited States* fi»r oolonising the frontier etatei 
of the Alexican repablic 

Thanking you for your attention in commnnicating the important information 
contained in thoee papers to this government, I have, in reply, to inform you that 
the subject of your note will receive the prompt consideration of this govern- 
ment. and that proper measnieB will be adopted In leferenca to Ae tame. 

I have the honor to renew to yon* nr, the aaenmnoe of my distingniihed 
eoniideiatioik 

WILUAM H. S£WABD. 

beuor Matias Bomkro, 4^.. 4^., Sfc., 

WashingUm, D. C. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Bigelow. 

No. 195.J Dbpart.mknt of State, 

Wasfiinglon, July 13, 1865. 

Sir: I give you a copy of three intercepted letters which have been submitted 
to tiiia department : one letter, dated Mexico, 16th Hay* 1865, addreeaed by 
William H. Gwin (sapposed to be junior) to his mother, followed by another 
letter on the pame pheet, without f1ato, in tlje handwriting; of William M. Gwin, 
senior, well known to this department, addressed to hi« wile and daughter. The 
sheet referred to is directed to Mrs. William M. Gwiu, No. 65 Boulevard Male- 
eherbes, Parie, and is enclosed in another envelope addressed to Messrs. Van 
den Brobk & Company, Rue de la Chausse d'Antin, Paris. Another letter, alao 
in the well-known handwriting of William M. Gwin, dated Mexico, 18th May, 
1865, is addressed to " My Dear Colonel." It ia contained in an open envelope 
and addrcHsed to Colonel John Winthrop. That envelope is contained in an- 
other to Royal Phelps, enquire, No. 22 ^ut Sixteenth rtreet» New York, United 
States of America. A third letter, dated at Mexico on the 6di of May, 1865, 
addressed to honorable B. Wood, and signed Massey, enclosing a communication 
to the editor of the New York Daily News, dated at the city of Mexico, 19thof 
May, 1865, upon the subject of Mexican affairs, 

Ist. They show that Dr. William M. Gwin and his family are disloyal. 

2d. That they are engaged in obtaining from Maximilkn, titular emperor in 
Mexico, grants of mineral lands in the states of that republic adjoining the United 
States, and that I>octor Gwin is to be the chief directing agent hi worlung these 
mines. 

3d. That a large accession of capitalists and emigrants into those states from 
the rebels against the United States is expected. 

4th. That they assure the said Maximilian and the Emperor of France that 

their contemplated proceedings tend to promote Maximilian's success. 

5th. That they regard tlieir enterprise as injurious to the United States. 

6th. That they claim to have the patronage of the Emperor of the French, 
with assurances of military aid. •> 

I have to request that yon submit a copy of this intercepted correspondence 
to Mr. Drouyn de Lhuy.^. You will frankly inform him that the sympathies of 
the American people are already considerably excited in favor of the republic 
of Mexico, and that they are disposed to regard with impatience the continued 
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interveDtioii «)f Fruice in that coantry. That any fiivor shown to the proceed- 
ings of Doctor Gwin by tlie titular Emperor of Mexico or by the imperial gov- 
ernment cf France, with reference to those agents, will tend greatly to increase 
the popular impatience, because it will be regarded, perhaps jostlyi as importing 
dangers to, or at least a menace against the United States. 

It is proper also Uiat lb. Drtmyn de Lhnys shall be informed that if we oonld . 
bdieve that the statementa thus made by these specalators are trae» it would 
necessarily seem to the President that the Emperor of France was proceeding 
in his war against Mexico in a cnur-<e materially differing from that of neutrality , 
in regard to the political institutions of that country, of which he assured the 
United States when the war was begun. The Pteuaent* on the eontnuy, con- 
fidently and sincerely expeetSt in some form, an assorance that all the pretences 
of l")r. Gw'm and his associates are destitute of any sanction from the Emperor 
of France. I do not enlarge on this subject, because the French government 
need not be informed of the susceptibilities of the people of the United States in 
re^pud to Mexico. Nor ean it he neeessstrj to nay, that after having expelled 
iDsnigents from our own bordefS» the United States government could not look 
with satisfaction upon their re-organization as martial or political enemiea on 
the opposite banks of the Rio Grande. 

I regret to be obliged to offer such frequent suggestions of prudence for the 
consideration of the Emperor's gmmaimU hot the eonise of events creates the 
necessi^t vad good Ikitb prescnoes the duty. 
I am» shr, yonr ohedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWAHD. 

John Biuelow, Esq., S^c, Sfc.t 

Note. — For intercepted letters see annexes to Mr, Romero's letter of July 
8, 1660, to Mr. beward. 



ifr. Bigeloto to Mr, Seward. 

No. 157.] Lbgation op thb United States, 

Paris, August 10, 1SG5. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of a letter addressed by 
me to his excellency the minister of foreign affiairs, on the Ist instant, and of 
his reply, in reference to the schemes of Dr. Gwin and his associates in Mexico, 
'referred to in your despatch No. 195. 

The sensitiTenees hetrayed by his excellency upon this subject has deter- 
mined me to defer any rejoiuder until I hiive had time to hear from you. For 
that period, at leapt, Bilt ucM; will he the iikxhI effective rejoinder. 
. I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient bcrvaiit, 

JOHN BIOELOW. 

HoQ. William H. Sbwabd, 

Seerttarjft/ Staie» 



[ Enclosure No. 1 . ] 
Jdr. Bigdow to Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys. 

Lkgatiok of thk United States, August 1, 1S65. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordiuary aud ministor plenipoteutiary of the United States 
at Paris, has the honor to transmit to his oxcellem v tlio minister of foreign affairs copies of 
four letters whicli have Wen recently submitted to the State Department at Wushiugtonu 

The tirst, dated Me xico, May 16, l.«^>5, is addressed by William M. Gwin, the son of Dr. 
and Mrs. William M. Gwin, followed by the second from Dr. Gwin hiuim lf, on the same 
•lw«t» withoai datei addxesMd to his wife and daoghter in Paria. Th» third, in the well- 
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kuowD handwriting of the doctor, dated Mexico, Mar 18, ia addressod to "Hj dear 
Colonel," and vtm containi*d in an envelope addressed to "Colonel John Winthrop. The 

fiinrtli. firriHil " Masr.ey,'* au<l >]aUi] Mi-xicu, IHth May, I^i'.'). wa-; »iM!< >>.''l "Ti» tboHon. 
h. Wood,'' (now a prisoner of stute for allei^fd trva^otiublt? praciice.s,) euclo»iug a communi- 
cation to the editor of the New York Daily News, dated atthe dij of Mexico, 19th Ibj, 186$, 
U])<>ii tlio sii1>jcct of Mcxicau uflfwn. 

liy tliL'.se letters it appears — , 

Firct. That Doctor William M. €hrin and family, though dtiseosof the United Statoa, are 

diNlovul to its provemment. 

iS< coml. That tlicy are enpa^rod iu obtuining fnitn Maximilian, titular einporor of Mexico, 
erauts ot inin<Ml lauds in tbu states of that republic atlj >ining the Umted States, and that 

' tor (iwia is tn !><• tlie chiff dincriiirr Jip-cnt in workiiifj thcsf minos. 

Third. Tliat a lar^i' aoc< s>iuu uf t ujiiujlihts and tmiigraiits into these Slates from parties iu 
rel>cl]ion against the I'nited States is exjH-cted. 

Fourth. That tliey assure the suid Maximilian and the Kmpf^ror of France that their con- 
teutplated proceeding's will tend at once to promote the projects of Maximilian in Moxico, 
and inure to the injury of tlu- Fnitc-d States. 

Fifth. That thejr claim to have the patronage of the Emperor of the French, with assur- 
ances of roilitaiy aid. 

Iu submitting to his excellt ncT, the minister of foreign aflTair';, ropi(>s of tliis correspond- 
cnec, the undersigned is iuMtructed frankljr to state tliat the t^vmptitbies of the American 
people for the npubUeans of Mexico are very lively, and that tney are disposed to regard 
v ith iiupaticiife the continued itit'Tvcntinii of France in tliat rmintry ; that any favor shown 
tt> lilt' sj < I ulation.s of Dr. Gwin by thu tiiuiur emperor ot Mexico, or by the iniiK-rial govem- 
nient ol Franee, will tend greatly to iuci'case the popular impatience, lu-rausr it will be re- 
garded, perhaps justly, us importing danger, or, at le;tsf. a nicnai-i- to the United States. 

Could the govenuia ni oi ili<- undersignt d be brought to K lit ve that tlie state of these spe- 
culations were worthy of <iitir.- conliueuce, the President of the United State.s would be 
forced to the conclusiou that his Majesty the Emperor of France was pursuing towards Mex- 
ico a policy materially at variance with that of neutrality in regard to the political institutions 
of the country, which be avowed at the commcncL inent of bis war with that republic. The 
Fresideut, on the contrary, con£deutly and sincerely expects in some form an assurance that 
all the pretences of Dr. uwin, and of his assodates, are destitute of any sanction from tlie 
Emperor of France. 

It is unnecessary for the undersigned to say, that after having expelled insurgents from 
our own borders, the United States could not look with satisfaction np<in tbwr reorganisatioii 
as martial ttr political euejnies on the opposite banks <>f the Kio(iraude. 

The undersip-nt d avails himself of tliis occasion to renew to bis excellency the minister of 
foreign atfaiis i>surancesof the distinguished consideration with which he has the honor to 
be his excellency's most obedient and most humble servant. 

JOHN BIQELOW. 

Iffis ExcellflDcy Dnnin-N de LriuYs, 

MimitUr ^ fenign Affair$, 



^Enclosure No. 2. ] 
Mr. Dnmfpn de Lkugs to Mr. Bigdow. 
[TrHoslation.3 

Paris, Au^st 7, 18(15. 

Sir: I have received the letter wli* h you have done mo the honor to aiMress to me, dated 
August 1. In it you mention to um i- { In s for the eolonizatinn of Mexico, deemed to 
have been conceived with intentions hostile to the government of tho United Stafiw, and yon 
desire to know if it is true that the emperor Maximilian and France lend their support to 
these undertakings. 

We shall always be ready, sir, to respond frankly to demands for explnnations coming to 
us from an allied nation when they are inspired by a conciliatory si>irit. pre,sented in an 
amicable tone, and ba-^ed upon authentic doctmients or positive facts. Hut I uuist a. Id that 
the Emperor is resolved to reject all interpolations which may come to us in a comminatoiy 
tone abont va;rne allegations, and based upon documents of a dubious ebaraoter. 

Yiju \\ ]\\ ni. 1. rstand, sir, tliat it i> not for me to enlitrliten } ou eimcerning the speculation."? 
of such or such person who has emigrated to Mexico; but what I know of tho intentions of 
the Mexican government enables me to say to yon tlmt it proposes to let the mnigrants from 
the .«iOu!lh Ti folates enter Uj^ui its territory only individually, and withntit arms. They -will 
receive such help as humanity retpiires, but will be immediately dispeised through the prov- 
inces of the empire, and bound to abstain, in their conduct, from everything which might 
awaken the just snseeptibility of neighboring niUions. I linvf, moreover, re?i*'tn to l>elieve 
that the(i»« dispositions of the emperor Maximilian are by this time as well known to the cab- 
inet at Washington as they are tons. 

As for France, she has on several occaidoas, sir, and with entire fianknees, stated her vat- 
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olution to observe in all ll;t' inN-nml qnostions which nmv ap^itafo or divide the Union an 
impartial and acrupuloua ueutralitjr* We have uotLiiig tu offer as a pledge of our iuteutiona 
bnt our word, bat we deem the word of France a guarantee wbich will mtisfy any l'rieti>ll v 
power, \vc dursflvcs art- siiti.stip'l with the word i>!''d{;ed to ns hy tlir fi ilntil jr"\ t'i riini iii, 
to retnaiu strii-tly lu utral with regard to atlairti in Mexico. I take pleasure in rcciilling here, 
•Lr, the anaraiues wiiiih I hod tbo satis faction to receive from yon on that mbjcct, especially 
to your letter of the otMuiK' last, uiiJ which I Jmvo staled in my answer, dated tfie 17tli. 

The Emperor trusts* with contidi-nce to tlie scutimeiit.H of which you were the interpreter, 
and althonp'h certain recent manifestations may aeem ditKcult to reconcile with these declara- 
tions, hia Mi^ty does not hesitate to xelj always on the honcwahlegafies of the American 
people. 

Accept a.H.snrancc8 of tlio hi^h cousideiatioii with which I hare the honor to be, A, your 
Tecy humble and very obedient servanti 

DEOUYX DE LHUYS. 

Uouienr I1ic;ki.ow , 

UiHi$Ur nf the United StaUi^ ^c, ift,, Ar«*t Pari*. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Bigdtw, 

No. S31.] Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

WaMigUm, AmgmH 24, 1865. 

Sir : Toar despatch of Augast 10, No. 157, luw been received. Il ii aooom- 
J^ied by a corrcspondeuce between yourself and Mr. Drouyn de LhajB in 
relation to tlie allop-d schemes of Dr. Gwin and hi^ a^socintcHi in Mexico. 

It gives me |»leat»ure to nay, that information which wa-^ recfivt'd from that 
country while that correspondence was-goin^ on, and which iulbrmatiou seems 
to be authentic indncee the belief that the spectUationB reierred to have dto- 
getber fiu)ed. I observe with still more pleaanre that Mr. Drouyn de Lhays, 
in the comminiicatinn which he addrofsed to yon of the 7th of Aiij;u:^t, author- 
ized us to expect that those Bchonies and spoctilationB, po far as thoy were 
hostile to the United States, would be disapproved by the authorities acting in 
Mexico under the direction of, or in co-operation with, the Emperor of Franee. 
It is perceived with regret that either in substance or in manner the ropresent- 
atinn which you addressed to Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys, and which elicited his 
communication, before referred to, in reply, was regarded hy Mr. Drouyn de 
Lhuys as exceptionable. It becomes proper for me, under tbcso circumstaucea, 
to Bav that yoor representation was made in conformity with instmctions given 
you by this department, and that on reviewing these instmctions we are not 
able to discover any ground for criticism. They were given nnder the belief 
that a seasonable attention to the reports and rumors that were in circulation 
in regard to schemes of Dr. Gwin and other rebel emissaries in Mexico wa^ 
necessary to prevent difficulties aud to allay apprehensions, the indulgence of 
which wasprejudicial to a good nnderstanding between the United States and 
France. The President is gratified with the renewed assurance which Kr. 
Drouyn de Lhuys bar* g^iven us of the Emperor's resolution to obt<ervo an im- 
partial and scrupulous neutrality upon ail iuternal questions which may agitate 
or divide the United States. 

I am, sir, your ol>edient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

. John Bioblow, Esq., ^c, Pom. 



Mr, SeuHird to Mr. Bigelow. 

No. 390.] Dbpabtmrnt ok State, 

Washington, Ftbruary 12, 1S6G. 

Sir: Your despatch of January IG, No. 2\'\, has beeu received. It was 
accompanied by a copy of a correspoudenco which took place between you aud 
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Mr. Dronyn de Lbnys, on the aubject of certain decrees which have been 
made by tlie authorities now existing in the city of 3[exico, concerning; eml- 

f ration and colonization in that country. We are not able to agree with the 
'reodi gOTemmeDt in the opinkm which it has ezpresBedt tlwt the subject does 
not &11 properly within the province of the Emperor of France. The Pren- 
dent hopes, liowevcr, that the anticipated relief of the embaiTassing situation 
in Mexico, whicli is the subject of juiother correspondence between the two 
powers, will facilitate a solution of the special matter which has arisen out of 
the before-mentioaed decrees. Ton maj make this expectstiAn known to Mr. 
Dronjn de Lhujrs. 

I am» shr, tow obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWAIID. 

John Bigelow, Es^., 4it;., 8[c., ifc. 



Mr* Seward to Mr. Romero, 

Department op State, 

Washington, December 10, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communications 
of tlie 5th of Oetober last» with their several important accompaniments, which 
you were pleased to conuBttnicate Ibr tlie infonnatbn of the govemmemt of the 

United Ptatc?. 

In reply, 1 have the honor to inform you that !t has already received the 
consideration of this department, and that measures huve been adopted which 
aie deemed proper to meet the exigencies which it presents. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to yon, sir, theassuanoes of mj yery 
distinguished consideration. 

WILLU^ H. SEWABB. 

Se&or Matias BoMBBO, Sfc., Spc., ifc., 

Wuhington, D, C. 



Mr, Ro mer o to Mr, Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican Leqaiion to the Umtbu States, 

WaekiMgtom, October SO, 1865. 

If R. Sbcbbtaby ! In addithm to the Intelligence I oommnnlcaeed to jtm fn 
mj note of 6th instant, relative to the plan adopted hj French agents in l^Iex- 
ico for the purpose of uniting in that republic the discontented citizens of the 
United States who are not dispoaed to acknowledge the aiithority of this gov- 
ernment, nor accept the consequences of the late civil war, I have now the 
honor to send you various extracts from the ** Times," a paper published in 
En^^ish in the city of Mexico, in wliich jon will see a list of prominent persons 
from the United Stalsa oi the south, lately in insurrection against the federal 
government, and are now in the citj of MezicQ, and other details that are not 
without interest. 

It seema also that the ex-archduke of Austria, Fernando Maximilian, now 
titnlar emperor of Mexico, already thiowfag aside all dissimulation, has made 

public his real p1;ui.<4, by appointing as agents of colonization Mr. Sterling 
Price, of MinPouri, Mr. I.«liam Ham'?, of TenncBsee, ^Ir. John Perluns, Oi 
L*oui»iana, and Mr. Wm. h\ Hardeman and Mr. Roberts, of Texas. 

Messrs. Price and Perkins have gone to the Gulf side, and Messrs. Hardeman 
and Boberts to the Pacific, in discharge of their trasts. 
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It eeems Mr. M. F. Maury, ex-lientenaat In the nsvy of the United States, 
and afterwards agent in Europe for the insurgent States, is tho person who directs 
this movement for emigration on foot. For this purpose he has been declared 
a subject of the usurper, and as it seems from the communication addressed to 
him on die 23d September albfeeaid, of whieh I send eopv, in whieh ie gnnted 
to him the nVht to hold the offices reserved to the natnral-bom in the national 
territory, be has been appointed in addition, by the nanrper, honorary conn- 
eillor of state. 

These facts indicate clearly what are the objects and the tendencies of the 
agenta in Mexico, and I doubt not the government of the United StatM will 
attribute to them the importance they deaenre. 

I avail of this opportunity to renew to yoa» Mr. Seeretary, the aatonmoea of 
mj most distingnished consideration* 

H. BOMEAO. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, ifc., ifc., Sfc. 



[Endosom Ho. l^nom the Mnleo Tlmsii SepAsmbar 8S.] 

ooLOimuTioH OF PUBUO uumo. 

It is onr pleasing task to stats that the following genflsmeii have been appointed agents of 
colonization by thn imperial government: Senors Sterling Price, lata of Missouri; Isham 
Ilurris, late of Tennesoce; Julio Perkins, late of Louisiana; W. T. Hardeman and Roberts, 
late of Texas. 

Sefiors Price, Harris, and Perkins left this city on the 19th instant for Cordova and the 
region of coontry bordering on the "tfem ealiente.** Sellon Hurdeman and Roberts left on 

tlie "JCth instant for Tenic ami the conntrj bordcrinp: on the Pacific. Tlifir duties are to ex- 
amine the lands offereu for colonization pnrposes, and to make their report to the prop«r au- 
thorities as soon as praedeable. We look forward with the greatest intennBSt to the report of 
those agents. They are men of the hiplicHt ros|« rfu1)iHfy. Tneir statements cau he implicitly 
relied on. We beg our friends who have come to Mexico with the intention of seeking homes 
to wait wlih patience for the result of the labors of these gentleoasn. We assure them that 
the government will act in the most liberal manner, and that in a very short time they will 
be amply repaid for the dehiys and privations to which many urn at present subjected. 

As Abndiani said to Lot, the ** wbols land Is before you where to choose," therefore be not 
impatient ; God in his jirovidence has so arranged it that you all will have good and com* 
fortable homes in the dominions of the best of emperors. In a few weeks the report of tiie 
agents of colonisation will be received, and good lands in healthy disHiets will bo appropri- 
MmI to sTBiy one who wishes to bsooms a cinaen of Mezioo. 



[EnalosorsNo. 8l— Fkom the Meiico Tfanss, 
AmmcM tmrivalt m Mexka, 



90.J 



Sterling PHes 

J. n. Mtigrnder ••>••••>..•. 

Ishom G. llarris...*. 

B. Clark 

Trustcn Polk 

Jo. O. Shelby 

H. W. Allen ► 

H. Denis 

W. A. liroadweU 

M. K. MaQfy>«**«»»'««****M««*« 

J. Perkins 

Heber Price 

II. M. Duncan 

J. P. Tucker 

W* T* HardenaAaMa** -•■•^«> 



WhenaRiTsd. 



Angnst9, 1806... 

August 5, 1865 . .. 
August 9, lti65... 
September 3, 1865 

Aufrnsf «). l-^r> . 

J^$B, 1805. 



.do. 



September?, 1865 

Jons 1, l -sGf) 

August 9, lti6o... 

do 

do 

do 

AngosiSO, 1865 ..— 



Missouri. 
Vir^'inia. 
Teuuetisee. 
Texas. ' 
MiBsond. - 

Do. 
Louisiana. 

Do. 

Do. 
Virginia. 
LouisianSb 
MissoUi. 

Do. 

I>o. 
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Americam artivaU in Ifmco.— Oontinned. 



Kama*. 



H. r. , 

M. W. Sims 

(iforrre Y<iiiii;j. , 

]v. J. J<;iumao6*>«« 

C. U. JOQM............. 

J, K. Edwards , 

]). C Ca<:«;. ......... .... 

W. Yoweii 

G«org« Hall 

F. SI. Kfj^Kirt 

il. A. Cwmua 

V. II. Blackwell 

J. Ti rry . 

•J. Mort'hmd 

T. l{nsn« ll , 

W. J. MtvVidlur , 

J. C. Wood 

iJa.S. W'oixl.H 

M. M. Laugbome 

F. T. Mitchell and family 
Rtirior WoihI mul wife..... 

1). W. llouldiu , 

Ilunkel 

.1. lininl . . 

W. }>ki(ltiiurf 

II. TIioiiiiM...... ........ 

C. M. VV Ucox 

R. JmM^ph. .............. 

T. \Vo>iiiii ............. 

}!. li. Actou 

J. Donaboe 

I. lirvd. 

T. J. Diviue 

.]. IkliWIt 

Scfiur (NiTiriiw , 

.S fiur O" l?utiuuu. ... 
Si-fiof KiiMtnel. ...... ... 

D. Lfcii'll-riffr 

O. O. .IiilU S 

S. ( J:fjr>iry ... 

b«^r Tlioiuspon 

H. T. Cbttea and family . 

M. L. Kiiis<ir 

J. S. Krit.M-r. ........... 

T. Wl.nU-n 

J. M. M«'.i<i(»r 

T. C.illiJH 

\V. 

li. 1-'. .h>a(M 

J. H. Kirtley 

J. H Cl'UtK'f.. 

U. U. Wiiubip 

J. Ward 

E. Lilly 

N. T. i iudjiiir 

H. McNainee..... 

U. J. Klymi 

]{■ II. S. TliuiDptiott..... 
Scni)]- Knrllrtt . ••...«.,, 
it. Milrln'U. 

J N. Lftiif 

K U. Ly. ii 

J. J. GaMukn 

T. C. 



When arrlvad. 



.Inly >>i. I -('..'. 

Auguot 20, Jcua 
Aagiui29, 1865 .. 
do 

.......do 

AiJtrust it, iHi.'i . . . 
.do 

do 



....... <it) .................... 

do 

do 

d.. 

do 

Auprusl 20, 16(>5 

.......do 

August 25, 1865 

do 

.liily. 1865 

(I'l , .... ...... 

August 21), lOiAJ .......... .... 

AugUBt 9, 1865 

, do 

d.. 

.do 

.Inly li'i, 

S( [>t( iiili( i 1-505 

S.-jit. uiImt I-J, 1865 ....... 

•ScpUuuber l^iti^ 

..do 

Ill Sun Liii-iPotOSi ............ 

lit .NluuUjrejr - 

s. [ ,iember:<, 1865 

In .M<f[it« rt y 

lu littU Luiii i'uuj^i 

Angnat 9, 1866 

...^...do 

do 

do 

do 

Hcptembor II, 1865 

.1.. 

dw 

do 



du..< 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 



S..]tteLuber 11, 1865.. 
Si l.tember 3, 1865 .., 

do 

Aufjuxt (», ...... 

do 

Aii^rn^t I'^ij.'j , 

Uu 

Angtiataa, 186& 

flo , 

J^optcmW 10, 18^ .< 



Besidanoe. 



TexBB. 

T)o. 
ili.Sftouri. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Lniiisinua, 
MiseM>ari. 

Do. 

l)i». 

' l>o. 
I 1»0. 
I>>. 

l>o. 
Do, 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

1H>. 

Do. 

l»o. 
Do. 
I»o. 

Jliss<iii;i, 

Louisiana. 

MisBoari. 

CaHfornia. 

'1 tUtia. 

North Carolina. 

-M issoU! 1, 

Si •111 h CiiruILua. 
M i<<iouri. 

.MHl.Minsi. 

i-cui.viniitt. 

Do. 
MiMoari. 

Do, 

]>u. 

r'aUforoia. 

Missouri, 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
D... 

I Ui. 

Do, 
Do. 

Do. 
California. 



Do. 
Mifaiaiippi 

Dm. 

Kctttacky. 

Vkgitiia. 

Arkaoaaa. 
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Jmericam arrivaU m jll»tVo.--Oontmued. 



Nanes. 


When urired. 


BecidencA. 









J. Hrown. 
P. M. Brown ... 
H.C. Cook 

Kichunl T.ivlor . 
O. M. WatkiDS . 
T. C. Reynolds. 

A. Ri.ll. y 

E. Kirby .Smilii. 
J. N. Martin ... 
E. G. Wttlker .. 
T. O. Moore 



do 

, do 

AiiptTit 2;', iHr»r) .... 

August H, itHib 

do 

do 

Jul J 17, ill Culm . 
July 25, in Cuba . 

do 

July 25, in Havana . 

W. Prestou I July *ir>, in Caiuula . 



8«flor Roberto 
Alfred Hordecai.,.. 
Frank Moore ...... 

A. W. TerreU 

George FloOHMJ. . . 
8ttftor LoofpMDiam. 



August 25, Ibtiu . 
Jnly 16, 1465 , 
July — , 18fi5 , 
July 17. Id65 
........do.... 

do.... 



Do. 
Do. 

Keutuc-ky. 
Loui.oiauM. 
Misfiouri. 

Cnlit.tmiii. 

Du. 
Louisiana. 
Kentucky. • 
Texas. 

North Carf^aa. 

.\tn1>itma. 
Ttxas, 

Do. 



MORE 80LDIBR8 FBIIK VRANCB. 



Troops are nrr\rlv<r in our city dailij direct from France, On yestcr<lay a battalion of 
Tarcos marchiHl through tbe litreets, exciting the admiration of all. They are a tine body of 
men, well drilled, and Inured to evcory hatduip and to all eUmatea. We noticed they were 
eonmianded hj natiTO offieen. 



[Enclosore No. 3. — ^i'rom the Mexico Times, September 30.] 
QEMCRAL PftICE*8 BULB.— HIS EMPLOTUBIIT A8 All BUlOILUrr LA3fI> COMMtSSIOllBB. 

Tlie Noticioso, of Yeitt Cms, extracts the following from tlie Nrw York [lapersi 

The IJrownsville correspondent of tlif New Ynrk lliTiild wiiti-s tlint from n cnnvervation 
that tonk place betwi en liiiii and a cont'i <lerate otHeer he learned tlmt In-neiul I'lice, of 
>li>is»>uri, had taken service under Maximilian, who authorized the pt-ni-ral to recruit a cav- 
alry fun ( i f thirty thousand men trom the late confederate aruiy. lie al»o learned that sev- 
eral otlit r ]>t I *minent rebels had rerefved kind favors from the eniperor, whow iuteutiouM are 
ttt cnllei-t a torcc of at lea.*"! oiic liiindrc 1 tli<iii~un>! it in less than one year in order to 
iace General tiheridau on the Rio Grande. — La Socudad. 



^Enclosure Xo. 4. — From the Mt xico Tim«'s, September 

I.MMIGIlATiaN AND EMIORANTS IJJVITKD. 

Open wide the doors to itnniijjration. Enconmpre by the most lilM r.il pftlicy pood citizens 
from Etirono and the United StnteH to come and settle upon the wild uiiil inirultivatcd lands, 
nnd soon there will be seen an iiidiistrions and thrit'tv poptdati»m, who will tiilly appreciate 
their new homes, and l>e ready at all times to defend tiieiu apainst domi siic ur loreipn foes. 

MkXICO, Stplevi'^rr :V>, IHOS. 

llj» Majesty the emperor, being desirous of giving a signal jiroof of hi» esiimati<»n of the 
diatingninhed merit and eminent qualiBcations which adorn Don Mafhew Fontaine Maury, 
nnd acceding to !it^ rt|>;ilic.atiou, has Ihtii pleased ty concede to him pai)er«i of naturalization 
at« a Mexican, witli nil the eujoymeuts aud privileges which apperlaiu to Mexican subjects, 
including the right of holding the pnbiic pMitions and employments reserved to those bom 
on the territory of tbe empire. 

The chief of the bureau of aGOOunkabllity hi charge of the chancellorship, 

IGNAOIO M. D£ CASTILLa 
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Mr, Romero to Mr. Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Lboation of Mszico to the United States, 

New York, Norcmhcr 4, 1865. 

Mr. Brcrktary : In confirmation nf wliat I had the honor of communicating 
to you in my note of the 20th of October last, relative to the object of the colo- 
nisftl^on plan adopted by the aeorper in Hesico, I now have tbe honor of trane- 
mitting to you a eopy* in English, of the 80*eal)ed five decrees of the ex-Arch- 
duke of Austria, promulgated in September previous, in which he names Mr. 
M. F. jilaury, a declared enemy of the United States, as honorary counsellor of 
state, and imperial commissioner of colonization, and Mr. J. B. Magmdcr, alao 
a dedared enemy of this governmentt as chief of the colonisation land office. 

In the third of said deereee you will observe, in confirmation of what I com- 
municated to your department, about the nature of tbe colonization to be made 
in Mexico, that Mr. Maury has been authorized to establish agencies in the 
States of Virginia, North and South Carolina, Texas, Missouri, and Califoniia, 
and in the cities of Mobile and New Orleans, which pUunly shows they only 
think to get men ftom the south, and precisely from those States where they 
suppose there are most malcontents against this government. It is a very 
significaut fact that not one single agency is established in the northern States, 
which were faithful to the Union of this government during the last c'xvW war. 

I also enclose a copy, in English, of the circular issued on the 5th of October, 
by Mr. Haury, as imperial commissioner of eokmiaation. 

I embrace thi*^ occasion of renewing to yon, Mr. Seeretsiyi the assoraDces of 
ny most disUnguished consideialioo. 

M. EOME£0. 

Hoik William H. Sewabd, Sgc^ S(c * k^'* 

Watkington City, D. C 



[EndoaiinNo 1.} 
Kaxnamir, BMPsaoR op mbzioo. 

In coneideration of big well-known capacit v, I }ier<-by nOOlIllSie OUT hOOiOmycOttaSSlkir of 
State, M. F. Maury, imperial commisaioner of colouization* 
Tbs mlalsler of the iateiior is charged with the ezMotloa of this dscns. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

For tho Emperor: • LUIS BOBLES PEZIJELA, 

MvntUr <A« ImUriar* 

JAiOlCo, Septemher 27, 1805. 

MAXIMILIAN, EMrEROR OF MBXICX). 

Our honorary cottnsdlor of state, M. F. Maury, i^^ anthorizod to establish tho offlre of im- 
perial couiiiiiti&iuiiur uf culouizaliuu at No. I'd iSau Juiui do Lctrau street, uud uur miuistc-r of 
the interior is aatboiiied to nut tho said pnporlj at a sum not to anood one lutsdred doUaia 
per month* 

MAXIMILIAN. 

To Hio MmanR of tbb Umtaotu 

For tfao Bmperofft MAKUEIi OBOZGO T BERBA, 

CBAPULTinc, SepUmber 24, IBGo. 

MAXIMIUAH, BMPEKOE OF MEXICO. 

Our honorary coniuellor of stato, M. F. Msnry, is ftnthorized to appoint Boven agents of 
ooktbiaatioa in tbe following States and citiee of the United States: Virgiuia, Mortii and South 
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Carolina, Texas, MiRsonri, California, Now Orlcan«i, ilobile.. Said ag'ents shall receive one 
handled dollan }K*r moutli aa ootupeiuMtion, and th» iurthtf lain of tkree liaudred doUani per 
•luram fbr neoeBsary expenaes. 

MAxmnjAw. 

To the MiKUTCR uf Isteuoiu 

For dM Emperor: LUIS BOBT.KS PE Z I 'EL A, 

MiaittcT of the iuUriar, 

Gbafvltepec, 5iipftiwli>r M, I8681. 

MAXIMILIAN, EMPEROR OP MEXICO. 

The follovrioff sumg are appropriated for the office of 8etIor Mamr, hmiorary oonnaellor of 
•tale and impenal ctMnmissiuuer of colonisation; Office furniture, f 150; czpenaea of office* 

annually, $r>UO ; for one cU-rk, aminnlly, $1,'2(H>; for one privnto niesRcnger, aaanalljt fSWW. 
Our minister of the interior L» charged with the execution of this order. 

UAZDOLIAK. 

To ilie MonsTKB or tbb Ihtuuob. 

For Oie Emperor: LUI8 B0BLE8 PEZUELA. 

Chapultefec, SepUntber 27, ]tiC5. 

Tlif following is tti*> (lerroo of MaxiuQiaii appoliitlng Uie rebel Qenexal Magmder as ohief 

of the laud othce of coluiUKatiou : 

HAXIMIUA9. EMPEROR OP MEnCO. 

Desiring to forward the object of immigration to Mexico, a land offit-f of colonization shall 
be established in thia capital, and J. B. Alagruder is hereby appuiuted it« chiff. The fulluw- 
taig sums are appropriated for the ezpenaes of this office: For Hiilary of J. B. Magruder, an- 
nually, $3,(H>0; for uffit-e furniture, annnsjlly, {IISO; for rent of office, numlbljrt $iUO; for 
oliiu) uxpeUKes, umiimliy, $5UU ; for nay ut" mesjH'uger, auuuuU v, ^UH). 

Seflor Magruder will report to us ttie number of engiueera auu surveyors which will be ne- 
eeiaacy to carrr into effect the ohiocta of his appointment, and also the amount wbicb be 
recommends to be appropriated for their aalaiy. 

The ndnliter of the interior ie ebarved witb tbe ezeoatloo of tbia order. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

To tbelfmiBTEK OF TBB ImUOB. 

For the Emperor: LUIS BOBLES PEZUELA. 

CiuruLTBrec, Se^emhrSa, 



[Endostue No. 2.] 

Tim Meidoo Timet of Ootober 14 prinla Urn following dnolBr: 

Ho, 13 Calu db San Juan I.f.trax, 

ifntco, October 5, idC&. 

T» tie Imirf tmun tUaknt 

All who desire to eucouraga Immipnkti.in, and have lands to st ll, uro hereliy inforniud that 
If they will make known to tbla office the terms and conditions upon which the/ are willing 
to dispose of them to aetwtl setUera, this office, If the torma are wrorable, will, without fee 
or chiirt^o of any .sort, (i.<tsiflt, through its np nts abroad and by adTOitiaementii anehownera 
in briuging their lauds to the notice of tliu immigrant: 

It will alsot in the eaae of lands which are o£fered upon tarma thai are sufficiently inviting 
to immigrants, cause thcra to be examined at the public expense. If found suitable us to 
health, quality, and location, it will have them surveyed ana mapped, also without auy ex- 
pense to the ownan, Amdahing eaeh with a copy of the survey or ms own land. 

Tht> terms upon which offers are made will be reprirded as confidential, if so desired ; and 
in all ca!K>a the colonists and laud-owuers will be left free to make uud cuu.sumuiate their uwu 
bareains according to the offers made tluough this office. lu surveying and bringing these 
lauus into market, preference will be given to those wldch, on aooount of terms, aituatioo, 
and quality, offer the greatest indooemeats to immigrants. 

M. F. MAUKY, 
iatpsria^^CoaimMstoNsr ^ Ce^Muxelwa. 
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Mr. Romero to Mr, Seward, 

lTmiitlatioii.3 

Mexican Legation to the United States, 

WathingtoM, December 12, 1865. 

Sir: In confirmation of what I oommnmcated to you in my notes of the 8th 

of July, 5th and 20th October, and 4th of November of the present year, reU* 
tive to the efforts the French govern m en t makhig', thronglj it.s agent. Maximil- 
ian, to carry into ^ilexico the discontented citizens of tlie United States, and 
those who took a part iu the late rebellion against this goverumeut, to which 
th^ are not disposed to snhmit, even after the end of the war, to oi^;anise them 
there and suffer them to give more trouble to their country, I have tlie honor 
to pend you a copy, in P^ngli.-li, of a letter written from Coidova, tlie 12th of 
Xovember last, by Mr. It^ham G. Harris, ex-governor of Tenuerisc( . general in 
the confederate army, and a prominent person among the insurgents. The 
letter is directed to a Mr. George W. Adair, Atlanta, State of Geoi^ia, and was 
pnblished in the " New Era," of that city. It contains details ana information 
positively confirming what I mentioned in mj former notes respecting this im- 
portant business. 

X take this occasion to renew to you, Mr. tSecretary, the assurances of my 
most distingnished consideration. 

M. BOMEBO. 

Hon. William H. Seward, Sfc, 



££&cIoBure.] 

COKDOVA, Mexico, iVi»MNii«r 13, 1865. 

I linpered near Off nada, endeavoring to armngt* some business matters, until the 14th 
May. Iu thf menu liiiie I had a skiff built, and on the nioniinp of the 14th I embarked, some 
six miles east of GreenwtKid, and set sail for the trans-Mississippi, the party consistinp of 
General Lron, of Keutucky, mynelf, and our two senraDts. We navipfated the Baclovator 
for one Iiundred and twenty miles, and on the morning of tbo 2J8t, just before dayli<xht, I 
cros-t il over to tin- AikHii>as sliu!*'. I crossed at the Toot of Island No. 75, just below the 
mouth of the Arkansas river; proceeded wusiward aa far as the liuckwater was navigable, 
and on the mornings of the 23d I left my frail bark, bought horses, mounted the party, and 
s< t ( tu tor .Slirevt'port, \vlu>r»> I hojwid to find au annv ivsi'lvid on cnnfiiiued rosistauee to 
federal rule; but before reachioff iShreveport I learned that the aruiy of the tiHns-Mi:>sis$ippi 
Lad disbanded and scattered to tne winds, and all the officers of rank had <:nii< to Mexico. 

Haviiitf no further motive to visit Shrrvi ju rt. T tmiicl my course to lv'' «l Klver county, 
Texas, where a portion of my negroes and plantation stoi k had been eaiiied some two jears 
a<ro. I reached there on the 7th of Jane; was taken sick and contined to my bed a week. 
Ou the l.')tli of June, with my bappapre, eookin^ utensils, and provisions on a pack-mule, I 
tet out foi Stiu Antonio, where I expected to overtake a large number of confeclemtu civil and 
military otbrers en route for Mexico. Keaohed 8an Antimin on the 'itiih, and learned that 
all confederates had left for Mexico some ten days or two weeks before. Ou the morning of 
the *I7\li I started to Eagle Pass, on tlie Rio Grande, the federals holding all the crossings of 
that river below Eagle I'ass. I reached En^rl*' Pass on the evening of the 'M'i\<. and imme- 
diately crossed over to tbo Mexican town of Piedras Negras. Ou the morniug of tho Ist of 
Jnly pet out for Monterey ; arrived there on the evening of the 9th. Here I overtook General 
Price and i'X-( ^'veruor I'olk, of Missouri, who were siiiiiintr to tin city of Mexico m xt iiiurn- 
ing, with au et»curt of twenty armed Missouriaus. As I was goiug to the city, and the trip 
was a lonff and dangerous one to make alone, I decided to go with them, though I was 
literally wmi out with over one thousnnd five hundred niilos of continitoiu horseback traveL 
1 exciuiug«'d niy -^ui Idle-horse, saddles, ».Vc., for an ambulance, put my two mules to it, gave 
tbo whip and liif s to Kan, bought me a Spanish grammar and dictionary', took the backseat, 
and coiiiiut need the study of the 8j>anish language, \Ve uuu]i- the trip at easy sfrt<res of 
hIkiuI luenty-five miles per day, and reached the city of Mexico on the evening of flic IHh of 
Auirust. The trip wa.s one of the longest, most laborious, and hazardous of my lite, but I 
will not tax your time or mine with its details, maay of whidi would interest you deepij if I 
w«m thero to give tbsm to joo. 
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Our reception upon tbe part of the government officiftls here was all that wo could hare 
expected or desired. We were invited to «b andtenee with the Emperor at the ])al:u-e, thtt far- 
famed halls oftlu) Montezutnaa. At the time fixe*! we called. liiiJ woe ni.i>; kin lly received 
hj tbe emperor and empress, and were assared of their sjqapalhy in our niiittortuuos, and of 
their earaeet hope that we might find hcNBee far ounelves and friandi to Ifoxieo. The em- 
press was our iut4.'rpretur in the intervii w. She spciikH fluently tho Freoehi 8panish| Qer* 
Dian, and Euglish languages, and is in all respects a grent woman. 

We overtooK at the city of Mexico Oenoral Magrader, (.■umnu' lnn' >raury, Governor Allen, 
of Louisiana; Judge Perkins, of Louisiftti i ; Governor Kcynolds, ot .NTissnuri, and Governor 
ilurnih and tioveruor Clark, of Texas, with many other and lesser confederate lights. On 
tbe r)th of September the emperor published a decree opening all of Mexico to Immipnitioii 
and colonization, and Commodore Maury and myself and other confederate-s wero re<jnf'sted 
to prepare regulations to accompany the decree, which wo did, and which were ap[»rove<l by 
the emperor on the 27th. The decree and regulations otfer very liberal iudaconieiit.s to im- 
migration, among which are a donation of public lands at the rate of six hundred and forty 
acres to each head of a family, and three hundred and twenty acres to each single man ; a 
free passatre to the country to such as are not able to pay their own expenses, freedum fnMn 
taxation for one year and liom military duty fur live years, religious toleration, &.C. 

Commodore Maory has been appointed imperial commissioner of colonisation, which malces 
his authority in the matter of colonization ■second only to that of the Emperor. Geiu nil IMre, 
Judge Perkins, and myself were appointed agents of colonization, and requested to cxamiue 
tlie lands lying upon and near the line of railroad from the city of Mexico to Vera Cms, fat 
the purpose of determining whether they were suited to American colonization. We are en- 
gaged at this time in tho discbarge of tliat duty. We tind in the vicinity of this place tbe 
uiost beautiful, and, all things Considered, the best agricaltural country that I have ever seen. 
Tie cliiiiat.- is delightful — never hot, never cold, alway-^ temperate, always pleasant. T\]fi 
soil richer ;ind riMre productive thau the best of the prairie lauds of Mississij^pi iu tbe Oko* 
lona country, yielding largo crops of com, barley, rice, tobacco, siigar-cane, and coffiM, with 
all the fruits of the tropics, and tbe best that you ever tasted. You can raise two crops of 
com on the same land each year. The usual mode of farming here is a crop of corn and a 
crop of tobacco ou the same land, the corn ripening ahviiys beloretimo to plant tobacco; and 
ten miles from bore, in tlie direction of ibe coast, you strike as good a cotton countxy as can 
be found in the world. 

The must profitable crop herf i< < offee; yon plant about six or seven hundn d frees to the 
acre; it begins to bear at two and produces a ftiU crop at four years old. You can always 
ealcniate safely on an average of two pounds to tlie tree, though there ant instances or a 
tree's beariii'.;' as hig'li as twerity-ei<:ht pi»uii<ls. The tree is hardy, and will live fifty or one 
hundred yeais. It costs alxiut as niuch labor to cultivate and put into market iui ucro of 
coffee as it does au acre of corn in Georgia. 

The entfee plantation, with its shade <if bnnnnas, figs, omnfre?, mangi>e*, nnd zapotes, 
with the walks fringed with pineapple, uU Iu tud bearing, is the richest and inost beanti- 
fnl spectacle upon which mv eyes have ever tested. I have selected six hundred and forty 
acres about ten miles from hero, where I propose to surround myself with the coffee pbiuta^ 
tion, iu the midst of which I will nestle down, constantly inhaling the odors of the rich 
tropical fruits, and gaudy-colored and fragant troj)ical flowers, in an atmosphere of perpetual 
spriniT, jet turning tbe eye to the northwest, you constantly heboid tbe snow-capped peaks 
of Ortsaba and Popocatepetl, from which I can draw my toe at all seasons of the vear. 

Tlure an .-ihout thirty confederates now here, all of whom will locate their lands and OOlllr- 
mence the work of settlement witbiu a week or ten days 

The place whefewe Ixsgin the first colony was highly improved and inahi^h stale of 
civilizatiou a hundred years ago. The extensive ruins of what were once magnihient struc- 
tures show that the hacieudfui wore bigblv productive, uud the homos of wealth, luxury and 
rafinement; bnt, about fifty years since slavery was abolished in the state of Vera Cruz, aud 
the proprietors of these magnificent estates left the country with the buire fortunes they had 
auia»>sed. Tbe church seized the lauds and allowed them to lie idie and go to ruin. The 
buildings Upon each of those places most have coet from $1(H),000 to $500,000. The church 
held the property till about five years since, when it was takeu by the government, and the 
goverument uow sells it to us tor colonization at per acre, in quantities of six hundred 
and fiirtj Acres to e:u li head of a family and three hundred aud twenty acres to each single 
roan, on a credit of one, two, three, four, and Ove years. Tki$ i» tka beginnimg qf tktjirtt 
confederate folony in Metuo. Anion;!: those who piupoee to settle immediately are G^eral 
Pric« aud General iilielby, from .Mi-^suuri, Jud^^e I'erkins, of Luui>iaii,i, aii l myself. 'Ilia 
rosoorcea of this country are such as to insure fortune to tbe eucrgy aud iudustry that have 
lunalfy dMmicterlaed our people. The wonder is that they havebeen penaitted to nmuiu 
cmdevdoped so long; but tnis is the most indolent, lasy, and worthless popolatioD on OKth. 

Win many of the people of the southern States feel inclined to seek new homes ; or will 
they follow the example of Leo, Johnston, and others T Mexieo presents the finest field that 
1 have ever seen tor tbe enterprise of our people ) and uow titat slavery is abolished in the 
■ooth, hived labor oan be mooh mora 9muj pio^md hare and made mneli mora prafitaUo 
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than in any part of tlio Uuited Stuh's. I do not propose, Lowover, to nrpo or even advise 
■sny onc' t > ( nmf: 1 only pro|>o,H«! to give them met s, and leave ilicm t»> ducide for tlieui* 
Bclves, aa I Lave dune for mynolt. Sm h as feel ineliaeU lo come will be received with open 
arms and cordial welcome. But pnuii^rli t)f this. 

WIk tl- is Forrest, atid what is ]w .ioin^^ 1 and wliere and how ii cnreiybody ebet for 1 lure 
beard fruiu none of our triends since 1 left Mississippi. 

Oire mj kind refj^ards to Mrs. Adair, Robin, Jaelc and Foireet, and kiM Mary for me, 
and tcl! ht r that it would ^ivo mo peat ]il( ii>iirf to have a ronin with hvr this evonini;. 

Writ*; uie fully, and do your bt-st at peuin:insln|), so that 1 may bo able to read at leaat 
the greater part of the letter. I sent you a copy of the Mexican News, an Enf^Ush news* 
paper edited by Governor Allen, al^' it n month apo. I hope you received it. though there 
was very little of interest in it excipt that it shows the fact that we had gtarted an AtiuruMn 
ncicspaper at the city of Mexico. 1 nogleoted to my tO yoQ that this ]>laoe b situated on the 
line of niilrttad from Vera Cruz to the tnty t»f Moxico, seventy miles west of Vera Cruz. 
The rail l oud i.H now in operation to within i'i;:;ht« ou mileji of this place, and all the balance to 
tho eiiy of Mexico is under contract and tlio work rapidly progusssinff. It Is a few hotiTS* 
run by rail from hero to Vera Ci'uz, from Vera Cruz it is three days by steam to N*»w Or- 
leans, and from New Ork^ns it is thn'e or four days by rail to Atlanta. So yon see that 
we aio still neighbors, evoii if yoii .slioiild n-main in (leurgia* The tt OwimI Af m 

EnuliHh companjft but it is almost entirely in American hands, 

y\y health is excellent, and I foel that it cannot be otherwise in this charming dioate. 
Direct yoiir It ttt rs to me at Cordova, Mt xict). And in niiultision let nie beg yon to excuse 
this burrtd and disioiutixl letter, as it w<»8 writtuu i;i the midst of a crowd, half of whom 
were continually talking to me and compelling me to talk to them. 
YeiT truly yonr triend, 

ISHAM G. HARRIS. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero, 

Dbpartment of State, 

WatJiingtoHt December 21, 1865. 

Sir : I have tlie honor to acknowledge the receipt of your three notes dated, 
reepectively, October 20. NoTember 4, and December 13, 1865, which, with 
their seyeral accompaniiDcntf', ynn have boon pleased to communicate to me for 
the information of the i^ovcniiiicnt ol' the United States, touchiii;^ the [)Ian of 
colouization about to be iuauguraled iu the republic of Mexico, and ia contirma- 
tion of your previons coninranicattons on the same enbfect to this department 

These very intcrei^ting documents, for the knowledge of which I am indebted 
to you, and for which 1 beg you to accept my thanks, have been duly coii- 
sidereo by thi-^ goverimient, and shall, hereafter, receive the attention to which 
they are go justiv eniitled. 

I avail mjsdf of Ais opportnaity to renew to you, sir, the assurances of mj 
very distingnished consideration. 

. WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Seiior Matias Aombeo, 4^., Sfr.., ^ , 

WathingtoHt D. C. 



Mr. Romero to Mr, Hunter, 

[Tjrandation.] 

MfiztcAN Legation to thb Umtbd States, 

Waihingtom, Decemher 31, 1865. 

Kb. SbcrbtarY ad INTBRTM: In addition to and iu confirmation of the in- 
formation I hare already communicated to yonr department in vniions notes, 
relative to the efforts of the French government, and its a^- in Mexico, to 
induce the malcontents of the United Statcu who took part in the lute rebellion 
again:<t their government, and do not mean to submit now that it is over, to settle 
in Mexico and give afterwards mew trouble to their oountry, I have the honor 
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to trAn^mlt two (locuments, published by Mr. M. F. Maury, o.k conffflfMnre 
ageut iu Europe, and now^ termed "Imperial Commissioner of Colonization," ia 
oue of wliich he gives a special invitation to oonfederatee who wish to setUe in 
Slexico, and informs them thai three hundred and fifty tltouiaad aores of land 
are set apart for them in the States of Vera Cruz and Puohla. 

I embrnec the ocea^«i()a to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my most dis- 
tiuguiishcd cousiderutiun. 

IL ROMERO. 

Hoa William Hu.ntbr, Ijic^ 



tSndoaim No. 1.3 

CoLoMnSATiOK OfUxHt, Vou 13 Callb Sax Juav htfttUXt Crrr of )f F.xtro, 

December iU, ltjd5» 

8ALB OP A FARM BY SVBSCRIPTIOir. 

An ( lYs r of ;iaO,(M!(» nrres of land is made to confederate settlers who w ish to fstablisbthem 
selves in Mt xiro. 

These landn, the mnst frTtile of tho rnipirp, nro intrrsocted by thro<» ri'VT'rjs. Th^y nro -i - 
looted on the line of tht« rniltvud from \ f ra Crux l<» the capital. an»i near the mad from \ i ra 
Crnz to Jahipa. They are in the healthy pwrtof the lierras calientes. Th«'y produce equally 
well cotTt'c, cocoa, indigo, cotton, and sugar-cane, with all the tropical fruits and vepetahle^. 

The proprietor will sell them to the settlers as aoou as the latter have filed with the aeeutd 
of cul onlzaUon in the United States or Mexieo, snlMcriptiras for 200,000 acres, at the follow* 



ins rates: 

The first 50,000 acTM chosen, at |] 76 

Tho r-<-coinl .".n,fii)U ,u n"s chosen, fit. ,«•.•».........*•.......».. 1 50 

The third i>U,lAiO acres cbu84'u, at..... ........••..•...•.....•••»..•.•.. 1 'Mi 

The fourth 50,000 acres ehown, at lOO 



The fir«t stihsrrilx'rs shall Imvc t!ie ri{;lit to choose iit the al)ovc rates, With the Understand*- 
ing that not less than 3*2t» acn s shall be sold to niiy ttiio of them. 
When the 200,000 acres shall have been sul»( i n>* <! tor sod ehossUi the lest shall be sold 

at a price to be aprei d upon bi-lween the sel!< r,an<l |>urchaser* 
Payment Khali be uuide in the fuUuwing manner: 

One-third of the amount is to be paid iu cash at Mexico, Vera Cms, or New Orleans. The 
rest thereof shall l>e paid iu four years' time, catising the paym<»nt thereof to be etteeteil iu 
equal parts and yearly ; that is to gay, one sixth per annum, adding thereto the interest at 
the rale of six per cent. 

As villagos and towns are established on the lands, a lot will be given gratis to each seuh r 
in said vilTages or towns. Said villapres or towns shall be chosen and allotted by Mr. Maury, 
the imperial commissioucr of colonization. 

The sur^'eyiug uud the cost of the title of tbe property will be at the expense of the settlers. 

TThe hBcienda offered herewith is known to oe one of tbe finest ana most celebrated in 
Mexico. It pre!*ent.s, e.-»pcciall\- tn tlu' fornn-r planters of the south, a fine opportunity fir 
establishing a tiourisbing Auiericuu (<ettlcnient. Those who are disposed to visit the country 
for tbe purpose of colonizing it under the imperial decree tb promote immigration will re- 
ceive every eucourapement fmni this ot^ic.*. 

The oiler is made by respi ctuble pnrtieH, and persons wishing to treat will be put iu com 
mnnication by addressing the commissioner. 

Apr>renti< •-. hs per imperial decree of September 5, 1665» wonld do well here, though there 
is uo lack oi native labor. 



CEndosura Ko. 3.~Translated from "La Sociedad," Mexico, December 7. m:>.] 
M. F. Maury, Imperial Cammitiioner «f Colonization, to personi teishing to settle in Mexico: 

Tlic doors of the empire are wide open, and his Majesty the emperor has, in a most liberal 
decree, invited imnuf^ration from all quarters, and without distinction as to nationality. 

Many people, both in the Old World and the New, having heard of this invitation, wish to 
chnn^re their sides and to avail themselves of its privileges. Ueutlemen represeutiug several 
thousand families hi Europe, and hundreds hi Tennessee, Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, the 
Cartdmas, Alabama. Mis>is-ippi, and Louisiana, iu the United States, are now anxiously 
aeeking iuform&tiou iu regard to ibe country, its condition and resources, with the view uf • 
making it thoii homo, ^ 
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Cotisidoring' that almost tin; only source of infonimtiou open to them upon this subject U to 
be t'uuiul in anonymous contributions, nmde for the most part to a press by no means frit-ndly 
to Mexico, 1 deem it proper to state for the iDformation ot all thoae, whatever be their uation* 
alitT, -who desire to renounce it and come to Mexico, witb tbe Intention, in good faith, of 
making it tlieir home, and of plantlnp^ their po«t«'rity 1 » n>, tbat tliey would do well to cotre; 
for it is a laud more blet^i^r d by nature in its soil and climate than aigr part of the United 
States, that great centre at present of htunon migration. 

THE WEALTH OF THE SOIL. 

Tlie earth here yleld.n to the eare of husbandry with a profusion that would seem incredible 
there and fabulous in Europe. In some places it crowns the labor of the husbandman regn- 
litrly with two and in others with thn* nartvsts annually; and in each one he gathers one 
huiuired, two hundred, sometimes three hundretl, and occasionally four hundred fold, and 
aveii iiiore, acfordiiifr t<' his own skill and tbe kind of se^d used. 

Cotton and com do well in almost all parts of the empire. But the cotton, esoeciallj of 
Tamanlipas, Matahnala, FresidUo, Doiango, Haxatlan, and tbe states north, tosaul to be oft 
hetter stapb', save St-a-isluud, than any prodncad in tha United Slates} indeed, the cotton of 
Yucatan is called ISea-islaud. 

Under these fine climates, wbieh giro a purity and transparency to the atmospheie that 
makes exisn-ne*' it-rlf an riij«n r.R nt, niid invest tlir < ye -with tb>' faculties of almost a nen- 
sense, tlie vegetable kingdom displayH its wealth and its powers niO'<t gorgeously, and with 
tbe nui8t marvellous vigor and conc(-ntration. 

In ehoHeti .spots and upon a single h«»oieiHln nmy be seen crowded together, piled up in 
steppe.s one above another, in perfection, fruit**, llowurs, and products, which iu less favored 
clime« require ba many latitudes, cliaiaten, and soils as can be found in the entire tnoadtii of 
plain that lies between the sources of the Mississippi and the mouths of the Amazon. 

riiif, bfsides cotton and corn, the olive and the vine, we have the fineat of wheat, with 
pnl(-e and all the cetcals in great perfection; also tobacco, coffee, sugur-cane, the cocoa 

Slant, rice, indigo, cochineal, pimrrno, lndia*ruhl>er, and beuaquin, a pecxiliar and valoable 
bre that answers many of the pvu jioses of both flax and homp, and, last of all, and whati 
moreover, no other country iu the world can prodoco— -FlOWfc** wat and Bnechoa'a boBlt ' tbt 
lordly maguey, or pulque plant of Anohuac 

I nave seen some of tbe very best planters from Mlssonri, Tennessee, Mid tho sooth, and I 
have conver^eJ with the learn« d men from Frniic c and other parts of Europe, all of whom 
happen t») have travellt d thruugh the noi tbem uud iin>st healthy parts of Mexico. The Eu 
ropeuns rejiort, on the one hand, an agricultural country sn{>erior to the bost parts of hVance 
nii«l Ii.ily, and also of fu'i i;--ing mineral \ve(^ltli; while the Americans, on the otlier hand, 
pronounce it u grazing and eattie cuuntiy to which evuu ihe blue-grass regions of Kentucky 
and Tennessee are not to be compared. 

Tlie mountains abound with minerals, the m o,., ]s with game, and the foresty uitb fini^t 
of timber — with the most exquisitu dyu and oruauiuntal woods, gums and spices, drugs, and 
medicinal planta of rare virtoes. 

OtTTLBMEIITS CONTEUFLATBO* 

Oenerals Price and Bhelby, of Misronr! ; Governor Harris, of Tenneflsee, and Judge Pet" 

kins, of Louisiana. ^^ a number <il" their friends, have gone to examine the country about 
Cordova. They are delighted with it; they intend to make it their home. The railway 
hence to Vera Cms pas8es through it. The land is superb. It is sold by t ho government to 
ininiir:ranls .it one (l(/l!;ir the acre, to be paid for in five equal annual instalments. 

t«enerals Ilai'K nian and Terry, with others from Texas, are eijually well pleased with 
Jalixco. They an n. 'j-otiatingfor tbeparebase of haciendas there sufticientlv large to accom* 
modate with land a settlement to be made up of themselves, their old neighfiors atid friends. 

Tlie Kev. Mr. Mitchell, of Missouri, has already commenced a lino settlement on the Kio 
Terdi, in San Luis PotoaL He and his oonmdea have gone into the cultivation of cotton, 
com and tobacco. 

The representative of largo capital, M. Doupdebes, has a grant for establishing u colony 
from France and Spain on the shores of Matamoras. 

Mr. Lloyd, of England, equollv well supported, has engaged to establish a number of 
colonists between Vera Cms and tbe capital, and a ahip^load of European immigrants have 
jn^t arrived iu Yucatan to foiTii the nucleus of a settlMttont In that finapeninsula. Thoyhavo 
hevu received with ovations by the good people there. 

A disposition equally favorable towards immigration is maidfiMted in various other parts of 
tile country. 

Patriotic citizens have stepped forth at the call of his M^esty, and offered their own pri- 
vate lands, many of them upon the most favorable terms fof colonisation* 

Mr. Jiuiires invites five hundred Kuroi cmi families to his estates in Dnrango, offerinp them 
each u house audi ot, lent inn; a weekly aiiowance of provisions without ehairre, and u guar- 
antee of work at lair wages tor five years. At the and of that time ho further proOBUaa ft 
gratuity of $15,uou to the conunonity, and a present to eaoh fami^ of a join of oxen. 
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Mr. Oil, of Guiwlalajara, invites twenty Belgian I'amilies to his hiprhly improved and well- 
Stocked hacienda^ otferiug them one-half of it for cnltivatiuu on shaien, he iiuding the stoek» 
seed fxn<] r trie, aud the colooiats the labor. He ofiEen also flocka and herds, from which to 

bre«'d on halves. 

Otiii 1 niirrhtened and Uberal -minded Umd-ownen of the empire haye o£fored tbrir estates 
for Golouiaaiioa on tenns eqnaUy liberal. 

K»RBPRE8BHTATtON8 ABROAD CmtCERKIRG MEXICO. 

Many false impressions have taken root abroad about Mexico aud the Mexicans. These 
operate greatly to our disadvailta|{e, inasmuch as they am fltiimbliiig*bloeka in the mind of 
the stranger, and tend to discourage immigration. 

The world knows Mexico as a country that for the hmt half a century has been tossed by 
revolution. Many, listening to tlie stories of her troubles and the tales of her calamities as 
told by her enemies, have come to regard the whole land as a "God-forsaken coontryt" in- 
habited by a bigoted, illiberal and imiospitable people* wliile, in fact, no part of the world 
can boast of a nioiu retined society or a more elegant hospitality thsA that which is to be 
found in certain parts of the empire. 

The Mississippi valley, even in its palmiest days, eonld not boast any plantation that 
conld compare in baronial splendor, lordly mnpnifiocncc and princely hospitality with your 
^lexican hueiemla that has csscapcd the ravages of war. The halls of some of them are Uir^'o 
enough to t nt» i iiiin, and have entertained, several hundred guests for weeks at a tiun'. 

On some of these you will find wel!-appoiijf«'d sc hools for tlio edu rition of the children of 
the dependents at the expense of the proprietor; churches built and ehapels maintained by 
the same mnnifleeot bounty ; hospitals erected for the sick, the old servants prasioned, and 
all the operations of the estate carried on upon a scale and with expenditure's followed by 
rerriunerative revenues such as but few farmers in Virginia or France luu hua^t ot'. 

But all parts of the country are not so. 

For more than fifty years Mexico has been constantly torn by faction or scourged by war, 
and slie has reaped abnndantly of the harvests which always spring from such seeds — forced 
loans and contributions upon tlio rich, grievous burdens upon the j)<>or, the spirit of enter- 
prise in many departments of the empire well nigh crushed out of the p<H)ple, the industrial 
ensf^es of entfie n^ocis paralyzed, and capital itself fiigfatened off into its hiding-phM:«. 

ABSENTEBISM. 

Such a state of thinf:;^s long continued in any country is sure to be followed by a general 
absenteeism from their estates of the large land-owners. This is eminently tlie case in Mexico. 

The eflbd of this absenteeism is expressed upon the landscape, and proclaimed by deserted 
mansions, neglected plantations, and other signs of ruin and decay, in tones that fall sadly 
upon many a heart. Many of these fine estates, with the walls of their noble old mansions 
still standing, are now offered for sale and settlement at prices varying f:<im h few c.nts to a 
lew dollars per acre. They are in the most choice parts of the country, and would, if re* 
stored to cnraTaHon, embellish the land with a beautifhl mosde of the most lovely garden 
spots that the world ever saw. 

With the immigrant couiiiig to Mexico it is not a& with the emigrant bound to the "far 
west** in the United States. Tnere he goes to reclaim firom the wilderness. Here he comes, 
for the most part, to reclaim from niin ;iu<l the ravaircs of war. Plnntations that were once 

Sarden spots invite his coming. He may pitch his tent on the verge of highly cultivated 
istricts from which he can draw bis supplies until the bountiful earUi, yielding to his own 
good liusbaii'lry, shall yield him of her uicrease. And this the SOUof MmUCTi nuder eSi- 
matcs that liuve no winter, will do in two or three months. 

One of the finest haoiendasof the wasted districts is now on sale. It was abandoned some 
six or eight years ago in conse(|nence of a revolution: the proprietor died, and it has not 
siucu been restored to cultivation. It yielded a regular annual profit of not less than 
f 120,001). Tlie dwelling-house alone cost §200,000. 1 his hacienda is large enough to accom- 
modate forty or fifty families with farms of one thousand acres each. It can now be had for 
• less than five dollars the acre, uid after the first payment, on long time to suit purchasers. 
Other hiiciendas that are open to the choice and selection ot the immigrant are much 
larger. Two, containiQg each more than three thousand square miles, have been odered by 
the proprietors for colonization. 
I KJHtw of Tin I'nnntry in whirb tbo lanil is held by so few and in such large tracts. 
This also has produced marked effects upon the nation ; it appears to liave deprived Mexico 
entirely of what other countries coosidflr tneir ** l>oae and shMw" — their noble, enterprising, 
energetic, hard-working middle classes. 

Some political economists divide society in 2(exico into but two classes — the upper aud 
lowers and ovtof apopolationof eightmiiiionsof peo|d0,iiiofethaikseT^ 
to belong to tin latter. 
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INDVCBHBRT8 OFFERED TO FOREIOX CAPITAL AMD LABOR. 

The statesmen of tbeoonntry, \i'ith the em|M>ror in their lead, desfre to Ileal the brawll 

rapully. For this purpose, foreign labor, eniiital. iiinl skill hav»> hcen iuvitc<l to our .shoiM. 
Many good men of the country look upon innuigration, on a large scale, as the readiest and 
beiit means of restorinier the eqnllibrinni of the classes, and of eivtug to this eonntnr and its 

institutions tliat stability ami t'orce which art* so essential to tlio full (levelopmiMit ot'it^; vast 
powers, capabilities, and resources. Ueuce the eucourageineut that is now otfered to immi- 
gianjs. 

This country is now in a better state to rt»coive immigrants than it has been for many years. 
The empire is daily gaining ground, strouctb, and support, and the armed orgauization 
against il is broken up into faotiona— its head and leader, ax-Preaident Jaares, having left 

the country. 

But now, with the dawn of a happy era of peace at last before her. Mexico, after half a 
eentory of continued chaup^e and revolution, fiuds herself in an exiiMustol state, and the im* 
migrants who wish to cast their lot with ber auspicious future must brine with them some* 
thlnpr more than brawny arms and stout hearts. Tliey must not forp^t those appliances of 
industry, those laltor-saving machines and improved modes of hiisluuidry « liii-h Hcieiitilic 
skill and mechanical iugeuuity, under the blessings of stable goverumeut aud long^continued 
peace, hare, in other j»arts of the world, brought to each pernctioii. 

ROOM FOR ALL. 

There is room, u ith cncuurBjjlujj prospects, for mechanics and urtisan.s of all yorts, as well 
as for agricultural labor and scientific skill. Koads are to be repaired and mud'', brid<;es 
restored, mills — grist and saw — to Ijeerectt^d, dwelling-houses to be repaired or built, niachiue 
shops, and all those establishments which are so esseutial in the agricultiirul economy of 
other countiirs, will also be extensively n-Mjuired. 

Immi(^ruuta who come to Mexico, from wliatever country, will bo warmly welcomed in 
many part8« They will meet with no ojien hostility anywhere, except fVom the bands of the 
lawless. 

To resist them, and to have the full bouetit of all those conveniences — such as mills and 
other establishments just alluded to, and whicb every well-H>rdered agricultural commuuity 
requires— it ia desirable that the inunigranta should come in bodice and form settlements 
their own. 

Looking to this, the decree of September .'> invests them with a aemi-ndlitary orgTinisation, 
and tli* v are exjiocted to liable to deft'ii<l their settlementa agwnst ffobbeiB,*who, however, 

rarely utluck wiiere risi>tauco is expected. 

Protestaote will tie drawn into communities also for the sake of echools and churches. 
Moreover, public interests require that each settlement should be larg-e enoutrh fairly to de- 
velop the whole system of domesjlic, social, aud agricultural economy of the cuuntiy w hence 
the settlers came. 

For this purpose, each settlement should be large enough to support saw and grist wills, 
tauy ards, blacKsmitha, wheelwrights, and the iranoae <^er artisans and maehinlata who, in 
the'pnrsuit of their caUisg, eontributoto the requirementa of modem agriculture, with all of 

its improvements. 

ADVICE TO FOlir.lGNERS SETTLIXU IS MEXICO 

Tli' te is fifill another reason why imniifrrants from all except Sjianish conntries should 
fbmi till iiisclvi s into settlements ot their own, aud that reason is one of luugmtge. A farmer 
couiitii. : > M xico, ignorant of the language, igpomotof the customs of the country, aud of 
the rale of wages, and settling down among neighbors all speaking in (to him) an unknown 
tongne, would find himself surrounded by pmbarrassments, none of which would exist in a 
settletiH'iit nia<le up of liis old neighbors. kiii>nien, aud friends. It WOnld be well, therefore, 
for each colony to bring with it a Targe portion of its own labor. 

The lands of Mexico have never been surveyed, nor has there been, until now, alandoifioe. 
The coi.-ciiiience is that the government cannot t< 11 Avliidi lands an- [niblic and which pri- 
vate ; and though the chief of the land office is vigorously at work organizing surveying par- 
ties, and sending them forth into tlie field, it is found that lands tvSelettt to leeeiTe the com- • 
iug tide of inimipration cannot be surveyed, niaft{>ed, aud brought into market for some tinw 
yei. Tiierefore, it is recommended to those, both in Europe and the United States, who de- 
sire to come now to Mexico, to tonii themselves Ititu companies consisting of not less than 
tweiity-tive families each. Then, lille those at home are making their preparation.s, let 
their pioneers come to Mexico for the purpose of purchasing a hacienda or other lauds, and 
of making ready to receive the net. 

To those who will thus come now, with their faniilies, and form settlejner.ts suflicient to 
call into play all the industrial appliances, consisting of machinery, shops, and implements 
o.>rniected with agrienltnre in its most improved state, and calculated to -< tnh as so ina^y 
centres of agricultural improvement in the countiy, special encotu-ageraeut is held out, 

Tlioy are invited to send forward their aeents, who will receive all the information that the 
office of colonisation can give, and every facilitj that it can throw in their way as to the most 
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rlosirnblo pnrts of the comtxj in whidi to wtUe, chdoest kcalitfea, «iid tbe dieapMt and 

bti«t lands, <&c. 

Havinft made tBeir own lelertions, tiie government will then, in case thov require it, lend 
thoin piTitiiia) V n<<Mistnn<'". siifficieat to enable them to estnAlieh themaelTee in thdr new 

bouu's, and get fairly uuder way. 

U. F. IIAUBT, AajMTial C9wmu$$wiiur, . 

Office (»p Colokizatiov. 

A'o. 13, CulU Sun Juan Lttran, Mciico, November Iti, 16G5. 



Mr, Hunter to Mr, Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 

Washington, December 31, 1865. 

Sir : I Lave tlie bonor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of this date, 
cnclot»in^ two documents, datfd December 10 and November 18, 1865, issued 
hy M. h\ Maury, on tbc subject of tlio colonization of Mexico. 

I avail my tH;lf of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assuraacea of my 
distiuguisheia considenLtioii* 

W HUNTER. 
Acting Secretary of State, 

Sciior Matias Boaiero, f^-^., S^v., <l^r., 

Was/ungtont D. C, 



NEGOTlATiOX i UK THE TRANSIT OF UNITED STATES TKUOrS, IN 1361, 

THB0U6H MEXICAN TEBEITOBY. 

Mr, Romero to Mr. i^ewortZ. 

[Transliition. ] 

Mexican Lbgation to thb United States of America, 

WaekiMgtoHf May 4, 1861. 

Mr. Secretary: The gOTemment of Mexico has been informed that tlu-re 
exists in tbirf country a numerous combination of persons, wIjo, whether guided 
by a fanatic spirit professed in good faith, or swayed by motives of pecuniary 
interest, are actively at worlc on the project of extending the intititutiou of sla- 
▼eij, nofc meralj within the limits of the United States, witb vhieh Mexico ooald 
have nothing to do, bat also into Mexican territory, fox whicb they propose Uie 
acqmsition of the largest possible part of that territory. 

ion will comprehend, sir, that thef«e apprehension-^ are very far from being 
unfounded. Their best justiiication would be in an impartial and minute glance 
over the public events which have occurred in this countir within the last seven 
months. The &ets which piesent themselves to view, and which wonld su:^taia 
such apprehensions, are so numerous, that there is really a difficulty, not in find- 
ing them, but in knowing which of tliem to overlook. 

Without intending to mix myself up in the slightest degree with internal 
qiiestions of this country, I pray you, sir, to permit me to refe.r to them, consid- 
ering them only in the aspect in which they affifct the dearests interests of Mex- 
ico, and the integrity of its territory. 

Public opinion in this country regards as the principal obstacle which con- 
flicted with an aiTangement by means of a compromise at the lust session of the 
Congress of tlie United States of the difficulties stirred up long ago, and recently 
xenewed with fresh vipr, the persistent manner in which the representatives of 
propagandii't ideas insisted that in the amngement which should oeagn ed upon, 
there should be an express clause recognizing slavery in the territory which the- 
United ^States might in future time acquire at the noiith. You will recollect, sir, 
that this foretliought, contained in the propositions presented to the iSeuaic ia 
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Pfcombor of Inst year, hy the Hon. J. J. Crittonden, ponator from Kentucky 
procured for them the acccptablenesfl which thej found amoug such repreaeuta- 
tives of propagandism. 

If these recent events were not still heah m the memory of alh I shonld be 
Bnetaincd in my assertion by the speeches ddiTercd in the Senate by the Hon. 
Henry Wileon, senator from MaBsnehusetts, on the 2 1st of February \n^t, and in 
the Uoufse of Representative?, on tlio .'U-t of January preceding, by the Hon. 
Charles Francis Adams, representative trom the same State. 

If from the bosom of the national representation of the country I may be 
allowed to pass to the assembly called ** the peace conference," gathered in this 
dly in February last, on the proposition of the State of Virginia, to j*eek a pa- 
cific solution of the difficulties which disturbed tlie nation, I find on foot the 
same obstacle to the completion of an arrangement ; and, thanks to tlie fact that 
the persons gathered in this assemblage were animated, apparently, by a more 
sincere desire of reconciliation, and that there were no representatives there from 
tlie States which, up to that time, claimed to have reassumed thdr sovereignty, 
wliich are precisely those which contain some citizens professing with mo?t zeal 
propa;;;uidisit idejiH, an arrangement was arrived at, which, by not acknowledging 
slavery iu express terms, iu the territory which might iu future be acquired, did 
not receive in Congress the approval of the representatives of propagandiBm. 

Passing from the discussion of the deliberative assemblies to that which some 
States of flip south at present consider tlie supremo law of the land, it appenra 
that paragraph 3d, of section 3d, of article 4Lh df the Constitution, adopted on 
the lith of March last by the congress assembled at Montgomery, and rati- 
fied by various States of the Union, anthoriiea **the Confedexate States of 
America" to acquire iww tiM ritory ; providing exprenly that " in all that tern- 
tory (that acquired in future) the institution of negro slavery as it now exists 
in the Confederate States Bliall be recognized and protected by Congress aud by 
the lerritorial governments." 

The tone of the speechee which distinguished citiz^s of some of the south* 
em States have delivered, as well in the halls of die Senate as in other places, 
and with different motives, tlir spirit of the publications by the press in the 
same States, and a multitude <A' other indications and demonstrations of great 
weight, which it would be prolix to reler to, manifest, in a manner which admits 
not the slightest doubt, that this combination of persons has a settled plan, well 
matured, thought over, and reckoned upon for a long time back, to acquire 
sooner or later, according as its possibility permits, all or a part of the territory 
of Mexico, for the purpose of introducing and developing therein what the 
said combination calls " its esjtecial civilization," the base and fouudation of which 
is the institution of slavery, if faith is to be given to what was said by a dia- 
tinenished citisen of Georgia, who might consider himself authorised to speak 
in tne name of the combination, in a speech whieh he delivered at the eity of 
Savannah on the 31st March last. 

You will consider, sir, how great has been the interest with which the gov- 
ernment of Mexico has followed the course of the political eventd which have 
developed themselves in this country, and how great ils regret on perceiving 
the rise and progress of a danger which threatens to disturb its tranquillity ana 
to strike at its very existence as an independent nation. 

Mexico does not desire to exchange its nationality for any other, however 
flattering niight be the advantages which might result from such change. It 
has the elements necessary for a sovereign power. It conquered through the 
blood of its children its desired independence* and will maintain it to the last 
extremity against any invader who may attempt to take it from her. Whatever 
may have Ix cii the intestine difficulties which may have taken place up to this 
time, and have contributed to ret^iraiti it? material prop^^re^s, it lia.-* the cotiscious- 
uesa of the important character it is to represent iu future amoug the fam-* 
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flj of nations. It holds an absolnte ftlth in its fatnre, and believes tbat so soon 
as tlie boiicficont Fh?if1ow of peace and of democratic institutinnt' may develop 
itfi imiiiLiiyo reijource.-i, and the fabulous wealth which its f*oil contains, it will 
occupy iu the world the important part to which it is called by nature. 

Mexico will never consent that any human being sliall be reduced to slavery 
within its territory. It is a free ooantxy, in which no man is bom a slave ; and in 
treading upon which, liberty returns to those who may before have had the mis- 
fortune to lose it. Its constitution forbids that any treaty bo maide in which 
the extradition of slaves is stipulated. 

It has entered into treaty with Great B^tain that it wfll oontribiite to th« 
abolition of the slave trade, and that it will not allow of slavery in its territories ; 
and these provisions of its fundamental laws, and of its international engage- 
ments, have an indestructible sanction in the hearts of all ^rexican?. 

The government of Mexico, which understands and estimates at its value the 
respect for the laws professed by the dtiaens of the United States, and the 
good faith and sound principles which p^lde the policy of their existing goveco- 
ment, is very far from regarding the United States as authors and re.sponsihle 
for projects, in every view unlawful and unjust, which (alllioii^li strenuous 
efforts have been mjule to bring proselytes to) as yet amount to only a small mi- 
nority. 13ut as such plans have been formed in this country, and as their au- 
thors are now, by force of late political eventSt in the way to attain the needful 
resources to take means to carry them into execution, the government of Mex- 
ico holds it to be its duty to denounce such projects to that of the United Stntes, 
and, for the purpose of Bccurii)}^ on a solid and stable hixMA frit ndly relations 
between the two countries, has authorized me to express to you the good did' 

S«ition which it has to form a treaty which shall guarantee the boundsries of 
e Mexican republic as now agreed upon, to be marked oat and recognized* 
and wliich shall prevent the introduction and spreading of slavery in Mexican 
territory. 

In the opinion of the Mexican government, a treaty concluded iippn the pre- 
ceding basis would not be less mvorable to the true interests of the United 

States than to those of Mexico. If the United States should succeed in estab- 
lishing an insurmountable barrier which would remove all hope of extending 
slavery to the south of the Union, it will have attained a very important step 
in the definitive settlement of the (j^uestiou which has caused so many complica- 
tions aud difficulties to the country, and which now threatens to whelm it in a 
lamentable civil war; whilst in exchange for this advantage, it would only 
guarantee, iu a manner more express, engaji2^cmeiit3 already contracted with 
Mexico ill the treaty of limits of 2d February, 1S18, aud of 30th December, 1853. 

I have also instructions to state to you, sir, that in this or any other arrange- 
ment which may bo ma<.le between the government of the United States and 
that of Mexico, it must be an indispensable condition that they are not to mako 
participants thereto, in any way, the nations of £urope. 

The government of Mexico considers that whatever inherence might be con- 
ceded to European powers in such conventions might be converted into a motive 
or pretext for the intervention of that continent in the affairs of the republic in 
particular, or of America in general, and desires, on its part, to avoid the possi- 
, Dili^ of such a thing happening, because it entertains the conviction that the 
intervention of Europe on this enntinent would be fatal to the preservation and 
development of democratic institutioin, on which are founded the hopes of the 
progress and social welfare of humanity. 

This opportunity ia satisfiMstory to me to v^eat to you, sir, the assuranees of 
mv very distincttished eonaideratioa. 

M. BOMfifiO. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 4^., ^r., , 

WaihiMgtoHt D. (7. 
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Mr. Seward to Mr, Romero, 

WAMiiMiToN, May 7, 1861. 

Sir: I have received your commnnication of the 4th instant. 

It would be unprofitable for this goTeroment to diacass witb jon tbe objeete, 
pnrposoB, and plana of that portion of the citizens of the United Stntos who are 
engaged in tlic attempt to subvert tlie Constitutim and effect a di.-<.«ohition of the 
Union, even although it should be bclievod that beyond tho^e designs, ho inju- 
rious to our owo country, they contemplate also ag|;red8ions against ]Mcxico. 
At the same time I am free to m that it is an occasion 4>f sincere satisfaction 
to learn that tbe government of l^lexico is apprised of its own exposure to dan- 
ger from the puocm ?? of the revolution, and is resolved to avort it. 

It should suffice for m ' to any that any designs of the insurgentr^ here against 
your country cannot be carried into cllect if their designs, aimed at the gov- 
ernment of the United States, shall be effectually prevented. This government 
needs no additional incenti^-e to perform its duty. It i.^ taldng all the care 
necessary to ropress the revolution, and it has no doubt of it.s success. 

Tho I'rcsidciit receive!* with much pleasure the overtures of the governinent 
of Mexico for negotiating a new and beneficial treaty with the United States, 
and under other cirenmstances It would have given him pleasnre to have con- 
sidered them at laige. But, as you are aware, 5[r. Gorwin has been appointed 
tnvoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to rejirosent this govern- 
ment at Mexico He has v( rv libcr il instructions and ample power to negotiate 
a treaty which shall be equal and just and even liberal towards Mexico. la- 
deed, it is the desire of this government to establish snch relations with Mexico* 
and with other American republics, as will strengthen the power of each, and 
enable tlu ni all to maintain a just and wholesome independence of the influences 
which conn; from the other In niisplirre. You will be satisfied from this brief 
BtjUemcnt that Mr. Corwiu will be able to ^ive full consideration to the generous 
wishes of the government of Mexico. It is probable that he has already en- 
tered into the discussion of the question which the negotiation involves. He 
will immediately receive from this government instniclions to meet with favor 
the enlighteiii'd views of the government of ]^Iexico as you have communicated 
them to this department. Under these circumstauces it would be iuexpediuut 
for OS to engage in labors of the same kind and directed to the same end. 

I shall, however* with great pleasure direct that this correspondence, together 
with your previous communication of the 30th April, 18G1, in relation to the 
Indians of Yucatan, be forwarded to ]\Ir. Corwin, and call hid atleution to the 
interesting subjects you have so fully and so ably discussed. 

1 avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my high 
consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

SeuorMATiAS Homero, .V . ^"c-f Si'C; 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Romero. 

DSPABTMRNT OF StATK, 

JVujs/iingtan, May 7, 18(11. 

Sir : The government of the United States contemplates the concentration of 
a body of troops fiom \U I'acific possessions in the Territory of Arizona, 'i'hia 
purpose can be most expeditiously aecom}dished if the government of Mexico 
will consent to their being landed at Guaymas, and marched by tbe most direct 
route to their destination, in this exigency I have the honor to request you to 
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8Ql»mit to tlie friendly ooniideiation of tbe Mexican goTornment the desire I 
have expressed, with a view to obtain the necessary permission ; and I presume 
that in snbmittin^ the proposition tlir^re i^ scarcely any need that it .^linn!d bo 
accompanied with tlio assurance that in making the transit over Mcxic m terri- 
tory tlie tftricteat regard shall be paid to the rights and authority of tbe eov- 
emment, and tbe persons, pi opcrty, and interests of tbe citizens of tbe republic. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to yon, sir, the assurance of my 
high consideration. 

WILLIAM IL SEWAED, 

Seuor Matias IIomero, Sfc., Sfo.» Ifc. 



Mr, Romero to Mr. Seward* 

[Tratislatiou. ] 

Mexican Legation in the United Statfs of America, 

Washington, May 8, 1861. 
Mr. Sbcrbtabv : I havA had the honor to receive the noto which yon weri^ 

pleased to addre^^s to me under date of yesterday, informing me that \\w govern- 
ment of the United States desires to concentrate in the Territory of Arizona a 
body of troops froTu its possessions on the Pacific by causing them to pass 
across the Mexican territory, and reauestiug me to submit that desire to the 
consideration of the government of Mexico with the view of its granting the 
necessary permission, to enable said troops to disembark at the port of Guay- 
mas, and tlu-nce proceed by the most din ct route to their destination. In 
reply, 1 have the honor to inform you tliat I have already transmitted your 
note to my government in which that reoucst is solicited, and that so soon aa I 
shajU have received the decision of tlie inesident of Mexico I shall hasten to 
eommnnicate it to you. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to yon, sir, the assurance of my 
vety distinguished consideration. 

M. fiOMERO. 

Hon. William H. Sevvabd, igc., 4^., 4^., 

Washington, D. (7. 



Mr» Romero to Mr* Seward, 
[IVsnslatioD.]' 

Mexican Legation in thb United Statks of Ambbica, 

Waekingfon, Augutt 26, 186L 

Mr. Srckbtary: Beferring to my note of the 8th of May last, I have the 
honor to transmit to you a copy of a communication which I have just received 
from the department of foreign relations of Mexico, to which is annexed the 
permission granted by the sovereign congress of the republic on the 20th of 
June last to the troops of the United States to pass across the Mexican terri- 
tory of Ganynias to Arizona, in the terms in which you requested it in the 
note you were pleased to address to this hfration under date of the 7th of May 
referred to. I hope, sir, that the government of the United States will see in 
the grant of this permission a fresh proof of the sincere desire which animates 
tliat of Mexico to draw closer die rektiona of friendship which happily exist 
between the two countries. 

I gladly profit by this opportunity to repeat to yon» sir, the aBBiinttceBof my 
highest consideration. • 

M. ROMEKO. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 4r., S(c., WaMigtam, C, D, 
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[Translation. ] 

NOk 87.1 Mexican BepubuCi DEPARTiiEKT of Ikteriob akd Foreign Eblatiom 

Naiionai PmUet, MexUo, Jmu 8S, 1861. 

A> the eonsoquenco of your note relative to the pertnis.sion that goverament a-sks from the 
gOTcraraeut of this republic for the passage of American troops through its territory, I send 
^ou the annexed copy, contnininfuf tno sovt-n-i^n a^wnt which has been f^iven in the matter, 
in order tbut you may transmit it to tin- Dopurtniout of Statu of the United States, aildo&th« 
occasion I repeat to vou the assurances of mjr coosiUeratioa. 

LUCAS BE PALACIO T MAGAROLA. 
The Ctuaak d'Apfairbb qftkt R^Mk ^ Wa§kiiigUm. 

WAaaaunon, August 26, 1^^>1. 
Tme copy : KOMEEO. 



OPFICB op the SBCRBTART op the COINIRESS OP THE UKIOK. 

The sovereign congress to whicii w o made report of your note of the thirty-first last mat, 

relativti to the perniiH?'ion soupht bv the povpmment at Washington for the pas-sap© of feaeral 
tr<Mip» from (iuaynias to Arizona, Las ploaaod, at its secret ties^iou ye^iterday, to approve the 
Wlort iiig proiKi.sition : 

Ifirsu Tlie executive shall have power to grant the permission which the government of 
the United Btatra hu aitlced, to disembark at this time, at the port of Gnaymas, a body of 

(ro<>|is, iMi'!i r till' -111 fiih'i- it jirntrt-rod that tln-y slmll iiiarch, by the \i\-><t direft route, 
to the Turriiory ut' Arizona, and tiiat iu their transit they will observe the strictest regard tor 
the rights and authoritjr of the government of Mexioo, and for the persons, prui»orty and ia> 
tere-^ts of the citizens of the republic. 

ix-coud. The » \» cuiive will i.s.suu suitable iustnictions to the government of the state of 
Soooro, and to the federal fnnctionaricH therein, that at the disembarcatlon and on the pas- 
iago ot that body of troops, no hiudraiico be in their way. 

We 8eud this to you lor your iutormutiou, and couAui^uent eiTects, and 06 the result of tiie 
notti ret'errcrl to, to whioh WO rsspond. 

God and liberty ! 

Mbuco, Jwu si, 1661. 

G. VALLE. 
£. BOBLES. 

The Chief Clerk iu akargt ^fAs D^mrtmait ^Ftnigu AJpnn, 

HBXi00k/«M88, 1861. 

True copy : 

JUAK DE DIGS ABIAS, Chief CUrk. 

WASHUiGTON, August 26, lti(>l. 

Tnieoopj: 

BGMEBO. 



Mr, F. W. Setcard to Mr. Romero. 

Dbpartmext of Statf. 

Washington^ August 27, 1S61. 

Sir : I have tlie lioiior to ncknowlerlpo the receipt of your imto of yoptenlaj, 
commuDtcatiug a copy of a despatch just received from the Mexicau goveru- 
tnentt Cnmamitting to yon the assent of tbe sovereign congress of the nfpablie 
to the application of this govern ment for permission to paes troops of the United 
States across the Mcxiam territory of Guaymae to Arizona, under certain plcdgprfl 
of pecttrity and nou-interference with the persons or property of the territoiy to 
be traversed. 

I beg you to convey to .yotif gorerament assurances of the high appreciatioa 
entertained by this govcrumf nt < f the liberal, proro|)t« and magnanimous response 

vbicli Mexico liaf made to the United State?* in this emer<rency. We are pro- 
fouridly j^cnsible that pucb a policy coiilrl be a(loj)tc(l oiilj* under the mof^t exalted 
contiUcucc iu the integrity and good laitb of this govenimeut* which will endeavor 
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hy evcrj memi 00 to excercise the privilege conceded, that neidier the anthori* 
ties nor the people of ^loxico will have eanae to regret the marked conrteBj they 

have extended to a friendly power. 

I avail myself of tUia occaaiou to renew to you, sir, the aasorances of mj 
highest consideration. 

F. W. 8EWABD, 

Aeiii^ SeereUay. 

Sefior lUTtAfl BOMBRO, SfC, 8fr., 

Wdthingtoth A C* 



Mr, Corwin to Mr, Seward, 
fExtraets.] 

No. 2.] Ubzico, Jmne 29, 1861. 

Sir : I hnv( tlic honor to acknowledge the receipt of your deepatches NO0. 
8, 4, 6, 6 and 7, with the papers referred to in them. 

« * « * * * 

Congreea has within the last week granted ns tlie privilege of marching troops 
Irom Giiaymas, throuffh Sonora, to our poaseaaiona in Ariaona. A leading 

member of Congress has kindly famished me with a memorandum of what 

occurred wlicn this question waa up and acted on in secret session, a copy of 

which — witii the decree-^I 3end you, Marked D. This mt'morniidiun dit^clotiies 

the grounds upon which thid concession was made, and the prevailing tone of 

public feeling here towards as at this time. 

• •••••• 

Very reapectfidly, yoar obedient aerrtnt, 

THOMAS COHWIN. 

Hon. William II. j:\vard, 

tStcrctary of State. 



KxhiiiitD. 

HtMonndMin of jnoeeediiifrt in the Meziean Congrua mth r^ennu to the pf mission fjf 
trumnt qf VwiUd 8l9le$ troups from Owppuf to Arnorn^ tiiMftr If cftt DtjMrfmMC iff 
8taf, tkntigh tk» dy»gi 4!mgm» Utxieo in WathMgUm. 

The uote from tin- charp*^ d'affairps of Mexico in Woshinj^tnti, BccompftDyinp a copy of tlu* 
note from tbe Uvparunent of State, in which permission was asked to lund'a hody or United 
States troops at Ouayoias and march tbem fay the most direct road to the Territory uf Arizona, 
WHS coDimnntcated to eongrees by tbe minister of foreign relations for the action of congress 
thereon. 

On the teeeptioB of these notes by cong-ress thoy wore passed to tbe Committee on Porel^ 
AffiUrs. 

This commit teu reportud ananimously in faror of conceding tlio jtfnulattiou rctrrrcJ to iu 
the terms asked for by the Seeretory of V'tiitf of the United States. 

0?i tlip ]>t<'-' iiffttion of the report, npplicHtion wns ordered to be nimlr tn tlu- minister of 
fori'i^T!) atinirs tiiut lie state tocougreas wijat wtut tho opinion of tbe executive in the prciniscs. 
Tlii-> wan stated to be favorable to the pcnniaHion solicited. 

Several nn'iubers then spoke npon tlie Hubject of tiio concPSBion, sr»tiiij» forth that tliis 

Eif<9ion which they wen? disjHiMed to concede, altliouph itnuHTut in itsi-lf. mipht be taken 
;c States of the south as nn offence, or used as a jtn-t. xf to open hostilities ajrfiinst 
CO for tbe purpose of acquiring a part of her territory for tbe extension of slaTeiy, and 
tiMt the snlject should therefore be treated as one of impoitanee, bat that diey were, under 
all the circuui8tauct>s, in fuvur nf pl.-u iiip tlicmselves on the side of flie north. 

Oue of tbe prominent deputii-d entered largely into a bistory of the causes which have 
produced tiie present stmgple between the north and tbe sontb. and stated that firem the 
knowledge lie nad of the teinloncios and jirojects of the lendin-x tnen of tlie houth, he believed 
it ineribwle, if tbe south separated from tbe nortb, tbat Mtaico wotilU tiud bersulf under tlie 
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iw<!«mUy of mistainfnfr » war witli the States of tbe confedeiaiioii, and tlial white tUvvi^ 

exiitol tliiTi', uo sveurity coiiM hp f< it tliat tlio territory of Ifttdcowonld not be inTaded* 
eitlicr by iiicHM.t uf o|mmi why or o{ liilibuater expeUitions. 

TliHt in view of these circuiiistHncf>!i it was clearly for the iolereflt of Hexieo todraw more 
closely it'i Intioiis witli the north by means of frieii<11y acts mu\ by a romnicrcial trenry 
that « oiil«i lavur the interest of bttth countries, and t'veu to celebrate a political tri'Uty tlmt 
t( ouM result in giiiirante<H.n|r to Mexrco in an absolute maimer the integnty <rf her territory, 
or at least (^tuirantee her against the introiluetiou of slavery. These views were well received 
by the cong^e.HS, and the permission fur the trau!«it of Uutlod States troops tluough Mexicau 
territory was approved without oppoaiiion being offered by • eittgle one of the membera. 

Mexico, Jmtu 21, IdGl. 



Exhibit E. 

[Trauslatiou. ] 

Confidential.] NATIONAL PALACE, Mdico, June 27, 1^61. 

Mr. JiliNif^TKR: For the due iufommtion of your excellency I have the honor to encloee 
herewith the decree is.sne<l by the ^^overei«;n conjrress on thfJIst inMunt, In which the execu- 
tive is authorized to permit the transit of the troops of the United iStates across the territory 
of the Mexican repnbnc 

Bv the steamer which will next - ill tin- said d<'( r( i' will be coir.nnniicatt'd to the legntion 
of Mexico in Washington, in order that it may hi made known to that government. 

Whih> 80 informing you, It ^Tea me pleaawe to repeat to yon that, 
I am your very obedient senrant^ 

LUCAS DE PALACIO Y ilAGAKOLA. 
His Ezoellencj Thomas CorwM, 9te^ tfc^ tte» 



DEMOKSTHATION OF Wr^son RY TITK T'yiTED 9TATKS OF COLOMBIA TO 

PHESIDENT JUAUEZ, OF MEXICO. 

Mr, Romero to Mr. Seward* 

[Translation.] 

HbXican Legation in the United Statf.*^ ov Amkrica, 

Washington, Ju/t/ 22, 1SG5. 

Mr. SbcbbtarV : I have the honor to trausniit to you, for the iuformatiOD 
of the government of the United Stalee, a copy of a decree issoed on the 2d of 

May last, by the congress of tho United States of Colombia, in which it is 
declared that "in virtue of the f?olf-d<'nial and uncnii(|Uf«r;ible perseverance which 
Seiior Benito Juarez, iu the cliaractft of cont-titutirmal provident of tin- Ignited 
Mexican States, has displac ed in defence of the independence and liberty* of 
hia conn try,'* he has deserved well of America, and it is decreed, "as an act d 
homage to such virtues, and as an example to the Colombian youth," that ibo 
portrait of the prcBidcnt of Mexico he kept in the national libraij of Bogota* 
with an appropriate inscription. 

This decree was uublished in the number 319 of tbe official jonnial of the 
United States of Colombia, oonresponding to the 6th of May, aforementioned, 
at page 1234, eolomn fourth. 

The government of Colombia has thus recoc^nized the fact that the qaestion 
which is Ijcinf!: di batcd at ]ir<\-;ent in Mexico aflects ull America. 

I avail myticlf of tliis opportunity to renew to you, Mr. Secretary, the assnr^ 
aaoes of my most distinguished consideration. 

U. BOUEBO. 

Hon. William H. 8bwabd» 4c., 4v* 
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Decree of the 2tl of May, \-^C>\ in honor of the preaidcnt of MexicOf Stflor Benito Juarez, 

TLo Coup^ess of the United .States of Colonil»ia dt croes : 

Article 1. The Congress of Colombia, in tho uame of the peoplo which it repreaents, in 
view of the selMenial and nnconqaemble pereev«niDce which 8eDor Benito Jtmrez, in the 

cliamcfcrof < t>Ti<ri:utit)iia] piTsident of tlic Lnited Mexican States, hn< .ri-[»liiy» <l in the defence 
of the iiidi {ieudcucu uud liberty of his counti'jr, Ueclaies that the mid citizen has deiierved 
-n-ell of Ainericttt Mid M Ml aot of homage to such Tlrtnes, and as an example to the Colom- 

biun VDiitli, 

liesolves, That tho potrait of that oiuiueut statosniau be kopt in the national library, Tvith 
the Ibllowiiig inaeiipuoii: 

*' BiiNiTO JuAKi;/,, the Mexican citizen." 

The Cougros.s of Ictw otfers him, in the naine of the people of ( (iliinihia, this homage for 
his constancy in defending the liberty and independence of Mexico. 

AUTIt'LK '2. Tlie e.M'fMtivc poWer will can«<* to hi- dcliviTed into thi! hands of Sefior Juarez, 
through tho chunnel of ilic uiiuistor of Coiouibia, residinjj in Wiisliingtuu, a copy of the 
present dciTft'. 

AKTiCLK 3. In the appropriation which is to be voted by tho Congress for the cnj^ning^ 
year will be included the sum ade<|uate to enable tho executive power to g^ve full compiiauee 
to the present decree. 

Qiven at Bogota this first day of May, 1665. 

VICTORIANO DE D. PAEEDE8, 

Presitldit of tlir Si note of PUnUMUntmrUB* 
SAMIAUO TEKEZ, 

Prmident of the Homm of Hevnuntmlitet, 
JUAX DK 1). RIOMALO, 

Steretaru oj tfn Senate of I'ltnipotentiarits, 
NICOLAS I'KKKIKA GAMBA, 

StenUtrg of tho Uom$e of Repn$onUitiu$, 

Bogota, 2, 1865. 

Let it be pabUshed and executed. 
[L. f..l MANUEL MURILLO. 

By the President : 

Aktonio DEI. Real, 

Suretarn qf tk* InUrior and Foreign Rtlatiomit 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Romero, 

Department of State, 

Washington, November 6, ISC 5. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive the copy of a decree, ijsBned by tlie 
Congress of the United States of Colombia on the 2d day of May, 18Go, which 
accompanied your note to mo of the 22d of July last, expressive uf their appro* 
bation of the eondnct of his excellency SeSor Bon Benito Juares, in the 
character of coiii^titutional president of the United Mesdcan States, and aa the 
champion and defender of tli' ir lilM rfici*, independence, and cherished institu- 
tions, in tho ordeal through which Mexico is now passing. 

This tribute to the pntriotit»m and eminent virtues of President Juarez is in- 
deed well deserved, and lam swe will be heartily indorsed by the people of the 
United States. 

Thaiikinf^ you for your kind attention in communicating ho interesting a testi- 
monial to tliis government, I avail myself of the occasion to oficr to you» sir, the 
ajisurauces of my most distiuguished consideration, 

WILLIAM H. 8£WABD. 

Befior MATIA0 Bombbo, ^c, ^e,, 

WatkimgUm, D, C. 
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Mr* R/omero to Mr, Seward. 
[Tranrirttoii.] 

Mexican Lboation in thn Unitbd Statbb op Ambbica, 

• New Yorh September 21, 1865. 

Mr. SbcbBTABY: I have the honor to iend you a copy of No. lit of the 

"oflicial now?pnppr of the constitutional government of the Mexican repnblic/* 
publii*h( d at the city of Chihuahua the 29th of July last, in which you will see 
the report of the committee of the senate of the United States of Colombia, 
made on the 27th of Fehniuy this year, respecting the decree in honor of 
President Juarez, approved by the Colombian Congress on the 2d of May fol- 
lowing, and of which T harl the honor to send a copy to the department with 
my note of 22d of July aforesaid. The fact that such report emanated frf>m 
one of the respectable bodies of an American republic, and showing therein the 
manner in which (he Meziean qnestion is regarded, has dedded me to send^ • 
copy of this document to the gOTemment of the United States. In doing this* 
I think It nevertheless proper to say to you, there is iu it an inaccuracy result- 
ing from mii'taken information in Bogota rei^pecting a letter which it was reported 
the ex- Archduke of Austria wrote to the constitutional president of the Mexican 
republic The only document of this kind which has emanated from the ex-Arch- 
dttke is a letter which Banm de Pond, counsellor of Maximilian, addressed from 
Bniesels, under date of May 16, 1SG4, to a Mexican general resident in Europe, 
pro] DHing to him an interview with the president of Mexico, of which letter I 
scud a copy. 

The constitutional president of the Mexican republic, to whose knowledge 
BQch letter came, did not think it decorous to occupy himsdf va answering it» 

in order not to enter into any relations with an usurper who was speenlating on 
tlic mi-^fortunes of l^fexico. Neverthelo?? the contradictions between what the 
Ardiduke MaximiHan afferted he would do in Mexico before he went to the re- 
public, and what he has done since his arrival in Mexiciiu territory, is noticeable. 
He then gave assurance *' that he was far from imposing himseu on the Mexi- 
cans by foreign foico and against their will," and he was shortly afterwards 
sent there bv the Kmperor of fho French, and piiice his arrival hn^ hern ?n«- 
tained in the placet he lias occupied by (orc\(j;n bayotiets. He inade an appear- 
ance of respecting the right which every iudependent nation has of freely dis- 
posing of its destinies, whilst now he is hnsied in compelling the Mexican 
jieople to accept, by force of arms, a form of government entirely fonMgn to 
them, and to which tliey have clearly enough d( inonr'tralf rl that they will never 
submit. He then expresr^ed the wish to call together all the strength of the 
country, without distinction of party, and to place himself in accord with the 
principal men of the liberal party, and afterwards be was converted into a 
blind instrument of the French to exterminate by means of oonrts-marHal ail 
the ^lexican patriots who deemed it their dnty to take np arms in defence of 
the independf-nce of their country. 

I^astly, it is to be noted that on the 16th of March, 1864, he still styled the 
constitutional president of Mexico the ligitimaU chief of the country when the 
French attempted to canse it to be believed that the national government of 
Mexico had dusappeared a year previous — that is, since the Slst of May, 1863, 
when said government left tlu; city of Mexico. 

It is very natiVtactory to me to avail of this opp'wtnnity to renew to you, 
Mr. Sccretarv, the assuraucea of my very distinguished consideration. 

H. BOMEBO. 

Hon. William H. Sbwaro, tgc, fge., dfc 
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tEndomre No. 1.— TnaalatimL] 

IVom ibe official paper No. 112, of tlie constitutional (government of tlw MOTlcan rapiib* 

lii", publisliL-J ut Chihuuhiui, .Saturday, July 29, 1865. 

United States of Colombia— Senate op titk PLENtroTENTiARiES— fiEPORT op a 

COBIMITTEE. 

CiTiKRN Srnators: The snlgect fubnutted to tho di-^oussion of this honorable assembly 
is tliHt of till- Ii'i^'islaiive body of the nation should offtsr a hooUlgO ofadmixition tO the xopab- 
licfiu lu ro ot Mexico — to tht; Seilor Itenito Juarez. 

There it notldvg' more jitst, fjentlemen, tbau tlii^ tliourjlit, nothing greater and more worthy 
of a generous p<H)ple than to honor in men tho nublt; .•<euliineuts which cctn.stittite virtue. It 
there be any merit in impugning vice and iniquity, it is almost obligiitory upuu us, pr^pt r to 
decomm, to bow down our heads before political lion«'sty ; yes, gontlemou, before the politi* 
cal probity which is the true phcenix of the age in which we live. It seems that Providence 
lia.<i crested Europe to maintain in it the traditions of royalty and despoiisui, as it creaU'd 
America, wjfh an iutervenitig ocean, for demoerut y and republican institutions. But the 
proad despota of that Old World, with the mad design of chaDgin|r that Divine hfcw of the Cre- 
ator, bave overleaped tbe seaa, and vnfnrled upon the virgin soli of America a monarobtcal 
banner ; this duty has bren assifi;iie<l to tljr iiuiirrial house of Au--tii:i. which is most justlj 
termed by the poets " (he pruiou Iceener of uaiious." A prince of that tuifortuaat« houses 
backed bj forty tbonsand French soldiers, and hj a few hundred traitors, is be who has as* 
•nmed upon the beautiful soil of tlie Montezumas the title of emperor. You, gentlemen, 
know very tlmt in order to consummate su iii!i[uitous nn outrage it lH'cnnje ueec>*sury 
for diree pa»Ht j)owers of Europe — England, Spain, and France— to coalesce; and how, 
Bubsequently, in imitation of P'lutius Pihite. the tirst iwo have washed tluir hiuiil>; of it, 
without the certainty of their having washed tlieni very clean, throwing upon the third tho 
consequences of the treacherous crime of these three powers. 

Mr. Thiers has stated, within the halls of the legishitivo chambera of France, during the 
session of the 2Gt\\ of January, 1*^<)4, all that is desirable to say upon this subject He ex- 
plains, in the clearest uiunner, the origin of this scheme, the diverse demands of tho invnding 
powers, and the results to be accompUsbed for the benefit of Frauoe. Time will tell us hw 
and by whether the predictions of this statesman shiril 1>e realized or not,' or whether the will 
of God slmll permit that more i>hall be acx-omplished tliaii \' liat liis voice coiiM ^-^ive utterance 
to, in the presence of the asiieuibleU Congress of his couutry. liut, uotwithstaudiag this 
great league, notwithstanding tbe veteran army of tbe Emperor Napoleon, notwithstanding 
too traitors and the new Franco-Austrian eiii)iiri , a tiiagistrate arises, sustained by loyal Mex- 
icans, ready to bear aloft with hrniuess tbe stamiard of the republic, and to prevent the ruin 
of a legitimate government. This magistrate is the eminent American, Sefior Benito Jnares. 

Permit me, therefore, citizen Kenators, to dwell for a while upon tho eminent persutingo 
wkose name ha^i aheady acquired a world-wide renown, and to whose solid virtues all ele- 
vated and just m«u, from every quarter of tbe globe, are compellud to do reverence. 

J^efior Juarez was born some fifty-eight years ago, in a humble village of the state nf 
jaca, called Jatlan, and which tu-day bears tiie name of its illustrious sou. Even wheu a 
child, be one day bent his ste{)s towards the gates of the capital of that state to solicit some 
occnpatiou throtlgh which he might earn an honest living, lie was at once admitted as a 
servant into the bouse of a wealthy gentleman, who, foreseeing his natnral abilities and ge> 
uius, caused him to be well educated. With the support alone of that kind friend he ri.-^es 
rapidly through his own merits, auU attains tbe bt Uliant position of pFc«ideut of the supreme 
court of the republic — member of the national Congress — governor of bis native staten-gec- 
retary t<' the execiuivc power — and of president of thi if]iiil)lie. AVIiat \ver>- (!if •listiiiirui'^h- 
ing «£ualities of that American, that native, dedcunded from the caciquas, iu lus various sit* 
nations of servant, master, lawyer, minister of justice, Wblator, secretary of state, and of 

presid'-iit ^ I will here state them: possessed ot a pride Woicb I shall CaU Continental, OT of 
that of race, thuy were loyalty, honor, and Hrwness. 
At bis present age, and in view of a situation tbe most difficult, complicated, and grave, 

which cati be jjresented to the stnfesniHu, no one dares deny to him these hitrh qnji.'I'ii-s, 
whether tiie judgment comes from hi.-? enemies or whether it originates from lnen«lly pens. 
Mr* Thiers himself, who with such profound couteinj»t sjieaks of the race from whom thA 
worthy presiil.-nt of Mexico is de-c< ii<le'l. and to whom he says that it is only throiij,'h 
complsicency that the nauje ot tlie " Luliu race " is given — Mr. 'l iners himself aiimits the pro 
bilj, the force ol character, the persistency, the patience, and the prudence of the Indian Juarea. 

The cclcbated writer Emilio Ciuiteias, the most brilliaut and wise apostle of dumociacy 
in S|iain, while drawing a parallel Ijotweeu Juarez and Lincoln, the most conspicuous repre- 

II :tive of the I'niled Stales of America, gives vent to sentiments but too true, and but loo 
tlutteriug to the native magisUraie of tbe uufortuuate republic of Mexico, liut whv sbould 
I seek in foreign opinions the intrinsicment— the just meed of praise to tbe man who, him- 
self, can even now hce tho position which history will award to him hen utn r — that skiifiil 
sculptor which never errs. 1 .'shall now enter thai livid, though I may bu deemed bold aud 
inraverant. ^ 
36 O 0 * ♦ 
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Ho defends the capita), and causes Puebla to be defended to the ntmost extent possible to 
human fffnrts ; bnt Puebla saccunibs to the necessities of the siege, to the number and re- 

Pre&idtiui Juarez then removes tiie seat of his g^oremment to San Luis Potosi, and thence 
still keeps alive in the hesrts of the nation the lioly love of country ; thence he holds ah>t( 

to the M' xicnns, and within thf py'[\ nf his strong ImTuI, the banner of the cuustittitiunal 
guveriinM iit, |>uie, unsullied, Hn<l ini(-tin<|n<-inl)li' ; tli< ni-t lir procltiiins to his fello>v-couutrT* 
men, and t«> the people of the >\)i<il)' world, that the i i |iuMi.- t \i^l.s, that she strugt^ki* tor tne 
d("'( i;<c <it )n r iiulf|M-ndcnce, ami that she will, in tht- t iiA, Hchicve it, IitcHusf eli*' disputes 
vuliuntiy ; thfuc*- hv piucuies re.sourci'.s, hv. organize!* I'urct's, and diiti t* the upeiatiuus of 
the war; Ihenoo lit* ket'ps alive with his gn-at exanjjilf tho sacred fire of thf brave 
raptains who sustain him; thence he holds out against the imperial hosts, which themselves 
ptove their inability to conquer the country; thence he sjH-aKs to his friends in the United 
SSlates these noble words : " huf even as we are situated. We shall endeavor, with the help of 
God, to defend our beloved Mexico: " thence he manages and prepares the measures neoes> 
sary to a vigorous, able, and determined defence, and m vehieh it is impossible for us to say 
which is the preater — whether it be the eflorts or the faith of tirf* wtnnlerful patriot; llnnce 
he gives to the oppressed peoples of the world living and speuliiug lessous, as to what they 
can and must do in order not to sutler their liberties to be wrested from them ; thence be 
iiifuM- Into all nobli minds this sublime hope, tli at, if Mexi"*' falls entirely into the maws of 
Wolves which have been scut to devour her, she ehall fall a^ did Francis 1, with her honor 
untarnished. • 

It is likewise from that same seat of government (and this is the measnre whii li I con- 
sider the one, of all others, most worthy of his life (that .S<.riur Juarez, in hi* character as « 
eoufteoua and polite gentleman, replies to the temnting letter of Prince Maziniilisn without 
descending even in tlie smallest th gree from his distinguished |M».sition as a republican repie- 
si-ntative. That document alone sutlTces to cover its author with ^lory, aud tu make his 
name immortal, lint upon tliis brilliant rr^ply I cannot pass a hoftl judgment without 
quoting some of its passages ; tbe^ are, gentlemen, as follows : 

**The spirit of French nllibustensm is Keeliinf^ to endanger onr nationaiity ; and I, who 
by luy priiici[»li s and my oaths am the one called tipon to uphold its national integrity, its 
sovereignty, aud its independence, must work incehsnntly, redoubling my exertions to luilil 
the sacred charge which the nation, in the exedse of her sovereign powers, has confided to 
me. 

had previously noted, wiien ttie traitors of my countr)' presented themselves as com- 
missioners at Hiramar with the view of tendering to yon the crown of Mexico— eustidned only 

by the treacherous proceedings of ton t.-\vtis of the nntion — that you had not seen, in all 
tliese pioicedings, anything more thau a ridiculous fan e, unworthy totally of being seriously 
consideied by an honorable and decent man. You r<'|ilied to these frauds by deinatidirig the 
■will of ilu" nation, lU ely expr«»ssfd, us tho result of its unanimous vote. Why, tlu r< lor> , 
should 1 not be suriii i>t d Imm c vou come upon the Mexican soil when no measures have beeu 
adopted respecting the condiiions exacted? Why should I now mof be astonished when I 
lind you accepting the deceits of the traitors, adopting their language, decorating aud placing 
in your service bandits like Marquex and Herran, and surrouuding yourself with that lo%v 
class of the Mexican jioople I have, frankly speaking, been greatly deceived. I believed 
you to he one of those pure organizations wh'icli ambition could neither reach nor corrupt." 

What a tessott of decency and honesty thrown into the very teeth of a proud descendant of 
Cbaili s V by an luuiible ri jiublican ! 

Yuu tcU me that peace will result from the conference we may have, and with it the hap' 
piness of the Mexican people, aud that the empire will hereafter, by placing me in an im- 
portant }>ositiou, have the benefit to Ik' derived from my kiiowlodgf and the support of my 

£atriutism. Jt is true, sir, cutemporuueouti history registers the names of great ttaitors who 
ave proved firise to their oaths, their promises, and their words; who have betrayed their 
forui-'! liiMdty, and everything that is sacred to the man of Imnor ; that in all tin sc lietnivala 
of ail huniuu relations the traitor has been guided b^' the inlaiiious ambition of rule, aud the 
▼ile desire of pandering to his own passions aud vices ; but tho present iucumbent in the 
jin si'leiie v of the republic, who rose from the obscure masses of thr prnf'lr, shull bow poor 
and iuil ot misery if, in the arcana of Providence, it has been decrted tliat he shall so »uc- 
cumb ; but coui](lying with his oaths, and meeting the hopes of the nation over which he 
presides, he w ill thus satisfy the inspirations of his own conscience." • • • 

It is, gentlemen, impossible to speak more boldly or more worthily. It is not the pride of 
power wliich dietatt s these words, but tho loftiness of a pure conscience, of an uprigfit soul, 
and a calm heart. Jiuirez speaks to Maximilian as a sovereign to a sovereign ; out the one 
nsee the sovereignty of right, of reason, and of honor, while the other makes use of the meas- 
ures of tlio coiriijiting s(A cit igiity of kings. The uuc natters with promises, and the otlu r 
retorts upon him witli the code of justice and of houor. The one proposes ignominious 
terms, the other repels infamy, and appeals to the judgment of history to decide between 
them. The one speaks like tlii> s«'rpent. in paradise, with the view of seducing; the Other, 
w hile retorting, expresses hims« lf in the words of a JLiayard or of an Armaud CarreL 
The American •tateamaa whom I have Just desoibed to you hn a rapid and incompleta 
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manner: the npright functionary who contrnsfs so etronglv with so many oth«T8, traitors 
And perjurers ; the honest man, who prefers nuserjr and death to ignominy, because the 
wmnduty flatters b!m more iban the Drig:lit decorations of a marahal ; the Mexican 

who etood by the conhtitutioiial government at the liuie of the <liNlnyal proce»'diu}r« "f^ I'li si- 
dent Comonfort; the Keuius who will alI^y---doubt it not — the fearful storm which has re< 
oentlr swept over the Dorison of the New world, is be, eitiseu senators, to whom it is pro< 
posed to you to do honor by the enactment of a decree to that effec t. 

I cannot believe that there can be a single seuator of Colombia vrho will not promptly 
eonenr, with his vote, to the cooseeration of a simitar act which will do more honor io na 
than to the immortal Jnnrez. I also speak in the aauie teims with lefuenoe to members of 
the house of representatives. 

■ The calm couscience of the presidotif of Mexico needs no such incentives, we are perfectly 
sure, to induce hyn to continue fearlessiy in the puth of duty \vliich lio has followed to- tlic 
present hour, and to the admiration of nmnkind. liut the ujorulity of the world nuist needs 
stamp upou its records this consolatory triith : that natious moviup collectively, tending pwr 
to the support of virtue, follow from afar— even though it bo only with the eyo — both ttie 

frreat men and the most noted criminals. Approve, therefore, pentleroen, of the decree which 
nifi been propos. 1 (m \ uu l<y tho two lioiidrublf si-iiiitors froru the sovcn'ign state <>f Cnuca, 
but approve it w ith the uuUiticatiou« which I have takva the liberty of indicating to you in 
a separate paper. 

ALEJO MORALES. 

BouOTA, Febntarjf 27, 1(:65. 

tEnclomie Now S.— TmiulatioiL] 

Gevbral; After some conversation that bis Imperial Riehness the Arebdtike bad wifli 

you in London and at Bius^i Is, the fluMifjht struck him uiat u personal interview with 
President Juarez might as^iht in muuothin^ the diiiiculties and in enlightening iiim on the 
views of the Arehdnke for the good of the country he is called to mle ovor. 

It has always been far from the tbou}rlit of the Archduke to wisli (o jet bim«elf be iitipo<;ed 
on the Mexicans by fureigu force apiiust their will. He hiis too much respect fur tlie right 
which he acknowledges in every independent uutiou freely to dispose of its fate, ever t<» con- 
sent that any violence should be done to it us to the choice of its political institutions. Thus, 
the 6rst couditiou attached by the prince to the a.-'ceptau.co of the crown has Imm^u the assent 
of the conntry; and if be is now ready to tissume the reins of government, it is because the 
acts of adhesion, coming from the greiite^t part of the provinces of Mexico, authorize him to 
believe that the nation, regarded generally, is favorable to a change in its political forms, 
and to the establishment of a constitutional monarchy nnder the seq»trie of his Imperial 
Highness. 

fir that monareby is to be oonstltnted, the Arehdnke is firmly resolved to base It on the eon* 

currence of all the force of the country, without dihtim tiou of piirty. Ho wishes to labor sin- 
cerely to found, in the supreme iutorest of the welUbciug of the common country, political 
opinions which have too fon^ divided a nation worthy of better destinies. A frankly-loyal 
effort (in tin' jmrtof the principal politicijiiis of the liberal party, and i <[i.'ri.nlly with him who 
has been uutil now the legitimate head of the country, and whose political sentiuients the 
Archduke has never failed to appreciate, would aid definitively in bringing about this end. 

If Mr. Juarez nh.ires this opinion, yim mif;l)ff general, by ojiening to him the ideas which 
you have yourself heard from the prince, and by reassuring the president on other points 
which are more readily discussed in conversation, convey to him the hope that his Impcnrial 
flighness would take erne that it should be possible for him to go. in perfect security, tO 
some point of the territory vouveniently situated, there to meet with tlie Archduke. 

Incase the president sliould With tonaTO this interview, which would, without doubt, lead 
to happy result.s tor the country, you might, general, have the goodness to send notice to his 
Injperiul Highness through the medium of M. .Jacquej Rnhncherieh, his treasurer, who is 
always in attendance on the prince's person, and is a perfectly safe man. 

Please accept, general, the assurances of my high consideration. 

fiARON DE PONT, 
Counsellor ef ki$ tmpwuU Bonat Apn t o twd Mttfulg, 

Brussels, UoUl BcUevua, IQlh JfarcA, ic^a4. 



«Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward, 
[Translatioii.] 

Mexica.n Lboation to thb Unitbd Statbs of America, 

WoMngtom, October 24, 1865. 

Ub. Sbcrbtary: Beferring to the notes whieb, under date 22d July hut 
and 2l8t of September following, I addressed to yonr department, remittng 
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copy of a decree of the Oongvess of Colombia, approved 2d May of this year, in 
which it is declared that tiM eonetitational president of the Mexican republic 
••has DKSERVEl) WELL <>F AMERICA, for the abnegation and unconqiierahle 
pcrsfvcratice with which he ha« defciKhd the independence of hi? cnnntry," I 
have now the honor to enclose to you a copy of No. 114 of the official paper of 
the Mexican goveniment of the 2l8t September last past, in which is published 
the autograph letter that the president of the re|)ublic of Oolouibia Bent with 
paid decree to tho con.stitutional pre.-*ident of the Mexican republic, the reply of 
tliis fmictionary, and the notes exciian«j:cd on the same subject between the 
luiuinier <il foreign relations of both governments. 

I gladly avail of the opportunity to renew to you, Mr. Secretary, the assnr- 
ances of my most distiogidshed consideration. 

M. £OM£EO. 

Hon. Wjlliam H. Sswabd, ijfc., 4^. 



[Enelosora No. 1.— TVansIation.] 

From tbe official paper of Chibualiaa No. 114, September SI, 1865. 

JTasMl MuriUo, pn$uUM qf Ih* Uttited States tf CohmUa^ le Am txeaieneg Sehor BeniC* 

Jmanx, president of the United Mexieun 8taU$: 

Grf.aT and Goon Frif.ND: I have the lioiior to remit to yon, in duly nnthenticateil 
copy, the Ui'cree ol the 2tl May last, passed by the Cougivsb of the Uuitc-d iStates ol' Culouibia 
in Tonr bouor. 

In sending joa this legislatirc act, testimonial of the respect and considemtion with which 
yoitr conduct Das inspited the peupii; and the governuieitt of Colombia, let me be allowed to 
expri i<.s to you my own admiration of your rinues, and <rf tlie good example which you have 
given. 

Yon will see in ibis decree a pledge of tbe sympathies that this people has mainlined for 

yotits, find llu' fraternal interest witTi \vl)i( li it'lia.s watched eveiy one of yoUT eflbrts in &V0r 
of tbe di<rnity and uutouomj of the United Mexican btates. 

Accept, ^sir, the sentiments of distiogiuehed consideration and respect with which I am 
year good I'rieud, 

M. MUiULLO. 

The Secretary of the Interior and of Foreign Belations, 

ANTOXIO DKL liP.AL. 

Given at Bogota, June 15, ltiti5. 



[Enclosure No. 2.— lleply. ] 

Bemito Juarez, pretident of the United Mexican Siuirx, to his ererUencf Senot Manuel 
MuriUo^ president of the Cnitcd Stales of Cuiombia : 

' Great and Good Frikkd: With your letter of i:»th June of this year you have nlcased 

to send ii:t' u copy ut'tlio il< i irc of'jil ilny last, pa>M'd liy thr C'oir.,--! cs-. ot tiif r;iilfd Slates 
of (Jolotii) ia, making' decluruiioutt of it« kind fieiitiuiuuts iu my aVvf, and diicciiug a portrait 
of me to III- placed in tbe national librarr of that republic 

This liiiiKT >\ liicli tlic C'oii^^ros ot" C'oloinMa lias d< >i}rnt'd to do me I rfM-elvc uith so much 
the more platitude the uioru i tbiuk I do uot luerit it. 1 buve done nothing but uty duty, 
which fur the public fnnctiooary, as for tbe private citisen, ia the most sacrra in perioda of 
4 di-:i«t<'r to ilic connti V. 

Ii!spir< -1 liy their kind fcelinffs, the Con^n ss ol Col.anbia has deigned to rcpard my con- 
duct with kindness, and I jihk you to pka.-i- to iiianiiV st to it tlie sincere expu ssion of my 
respect and profound acknowledgments. In hi^h di >r,iH< I tliuuk yon al>o for your own 
sentimentfi, in which you have assured me at the sanic time of the sympailiy and fraternal 
intt iest ot fill' |>< «ij.!f and jrovt rnnit nt of Colomliia wilh the cause ot the Mt xiian repnblic. 
My gratitude will l>e a new moiivo to me ever to make the sincerest prayers for your weiftire, 
and for I be increasing prosperity of the people and government of the United States of 
CoI<imliia. 

iJe igu to ucc6])t, sir, the very distinguished cousidcration and respect with which I mix 
your good friend, 

BENITO JUABKZ. 

The ir.InisliT of foreifrn n hitions, 
ll.. ^'. J S. LF.Kno DE TrJAAA. 

Fa^o del Norte, SepUmUr 9, IgOii. 
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tEnclosnra No. 3.— Translation.] 

U. S. OF COLOIIBIA, DBPAKTMUNT OF THE INTERIOR AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Bogota f Jmm 15, 1H65. 

Tho niKU rsifrru d, secn^tnry of the interior nnd foreiffu affairs of tbc lTnit<'<l States of Co-^ 
lombiii, Ims i\w liunur to trausmlt to your excellency an aiuhenticate<1 copy of the aiitopiTrtph 
letter which the citizen president of this republic mlilresses, under this date, to the mcHt ex- 
cellent Sehor Benito Juarez, presiilent nt" the United StJifes of Mexico, trnnscrihin'j to him 
the decjtMJ iosuuU by the nuticniul Cuiii^m- s.s on the '2d of May lujit, aud iu l umpliauoe with 
which the port^^t of tlie must excellent Seffor Juarez shall be preserved in the national 
library m a homage to his virtues, and an example to {^rowinpf generations of Colombia. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasioa to present to your excellency the assu- 
rance.s of the very high considecation with which he has the honor to he your exoelieney's 
obedient servant, 

» ANTONIO DEL SEAL. 

Ifi8ExcdleiiC7the6p.cRnTARY oi- FoitrK.N Ai r\iTts 

0/ the United 6tait.s M, nro, ^c., ifc, Sfe, 



[Enclosure No. 4. — Translation.] 
Mexican Bepubuc, Department of Foreign Affairs and of Government, 

Paso del Morte, September 9, 1865. 

The nnderain^edt minister for foreifn^ aflWini of the Mexican republic, hoe die honor to com* 

mnnicate to his excellency Sefior Antonio dt 1 K.-al, the minister of the interior and foreip;n 
atTairs of the United States of Columbia, that he Inks received his note of the loth of June of 
this year, with which he was pleaded to traiii^inii to Idm a copy of the autograph letter, and 
the despatch which contained it, a<ldre>i-^i -1 by the most excellent seflor president of Co- 
lombia to the citizen president of the Mexicuu republic, transmitting to him the decree of 
the 9d of May last, which tlie Congress of Colombia passed in his honor. At the same time 
the undersipned has the honor to transmit to his excellency SeRor del Ivt al an authenti- 
cated copy of the letter of reply, together with the despatch which contains it, addressed by 
the citizen president oC tills lepabiic to the moat excallBiit aeflor president of the United 
States of Colombia. 

The undersip^ned avails Umself of this occasion to prute^t to his excellency the sefl<Hr 
minister of foreign afimrs of Colombia the assurance of ma most disiingui8lu <l consideration* 

S. LEKDO D£ TEJADA. 

His Ezoellency Seffor ANTONIO DEL Real, 

Mim$t«r ofth» ImUrwr «ai qfFor^gu Jftun qfAt U. 8» eT Cohmkia, Sfc 



Mr. Hunter to Mr. Romero, 

Department of State, 

Washington^ January 24, 1866. 

Sir : I have the bonor to acknowledge the receipt of your communications of 
September 21 anci October 24 last, with their several accompaniments, all of 
which have reference to the docreo isstied on the 2d of ^fay, 1S65, by Ae 
ContrreBs of the United States of Colombia* in honor of Don Benito Juares* the 
prefident of the repniilic of Mexico. 

You will be pleased to accept my thanks for the information thus kindly com- 
munieated hv yon to Uiia govemmeut, and to receive the assurances of my \ ci y 
distingaishea consideration. 

W. HUNTER. AcUng Secretary, 

Se&or Matias HoMBAo, !^r., ,v ., cV- , 

IVui/iington, J). C. 



Mr, Seward io Mr, Romero. 

Dbpabtmbnt of Statb, 

WathingUm, October 17, 18G4. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you a email box to the addreps of the 
*' Citisen Benito .Tnarei, Ftesident of the United States of Mexico," and also a 
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copy of the doHiiatoli from Mr. Kirk, the Unitrd States ministrr to the Arfrentinc 
lt« jniblic, uudcr date of the 14th April, 1SG3, with the correj*poudencc' accompa- 
nying the same, received at this department some time sinee. 

This h(>\ U >iim\ to coutain a medal for the late Mexioao General Zaragoza, 
pre8<-nt<'d to him by the citizt'it^i of Motitovidoo. 

Tlif (It'lay in its delivery to ynu liaB been occasioned by the fact of your 
temporary absence in Mexico, and the forgetfuluess of the clerk then in charge 
of the South American bnreaa to call tbe attention of his Bueceseor to the fact 
of its receipt, and which I tru^t you will consider an apology for this apparent 
but really unintentional oversight. 

I avail myBelf of this occasion to renew to you, sir, tbe assurances of my most 
distinguished consideration. 

WILLIAM BL SEWABD. 

Seftor Matias BoMBttO, 4^., Sfc., 

Wathingtan, D. C, 



[Ene1oBW«Ko. J.] 
Mr, Kirkt^Mr.SemmL 
No. 90.] Lboatiov of the trmnsD States, 

Ruenos Ayrcs, April 14, 18l>3. 

Hr. : This box contains a medal of some value from the citizens of Montevideo, to the ad- 
drem of the president of Mexico. The cotisnl of tbe ** Oriental republic '* called to see me, 

ftiicj roinu'st»-<l mo to sencl it to the TTnif«'d States ininistt r iu MoxIck. I sntrL''"t< il tlir pro- 
priety of i«eudiug it to Washiugtun, to he given in clmrge of tbe Mexican uiinister; aud 
agreeably to that snggeHtion you will conflnr a special fitvor bj sendiBg it to the minister, 
and by acknowleiljriug the recvipt of the same. 

I huvo the huiiur to be yuur obedient ttervaut, 

ROBERT C. KIRK. 

Uon. William IT. Seward, 

Secretary of SUUe^ Washington, D. C. 



[Enclosure No. 2.— Translation.— Primtc. ] 

Your Uousk, April 13, 1863. 

Sir of my niSTiNorisiTKi) e.'JTEf.m: Hnving trbUsmUted to tbe knowh d^. of the inter- 
ested the uiiswer thtit ym\ hjul the goodness fo pive to tlie rerjiU'st that wjus nuid*' hv my 
conduct, of cucbargiog tou to give Kure dinciiuu to a nied.'il dedic ated by tbe people of 
Montevideo to the (now deceasea) Mexican General ZnrHp^o/H, tliat i>n cion8 object has just 
b<'< n 8«"nt to nie to l)e phiced in your hundn with the iinlicui. rl piir]Misc. 

Iu virtue of tbii*, 1 have tbe honor to remit you EHUiall packHj^- wrapped witii cloth, waxed, 
sealed with tbe seal of the Oriental republic, and addretuted to the citixen Benito Juares, 
pr«-sid<'Til of thf Uiiil«-d StHtes* of M<-xico, in which llie nicdnl is fiUind. 

It i» very gruteful to nie to be obli«;t'd for tlio piirjicipaliou tliat you have takon in this 
business; aud on making it in tbe name of the people of Montevidcni, and very particularly 
in my own, I am happy timt an ocra>ion pn smt.s itself to In- ahlf to prov*- tin- M-nliiiu-nts uf 
the sincere n'.>»pect and high e.ste< m with which 1 have the honor to f*ub!*cril»>' niysfif your 
very hnmbie fwrvant, who Itissea your hands, 

MARIANO D£ ESI'INA. 

ClrMMlol CounU GsntraL 

Robert C. Kirk, Esq., 9te., 4r«*i 4r«* 

r. S.— I have to la p yon will please acknowledge receiptor all, so that I may b« able to 

satistjr the iuterestod parties. 



tEuclosure No. 3.] 

LEOATIOK of TIfF, I'MTFD StATF.S. 

Buenos Atjrts, April J 4, l>>t»3. 

Sir : T Imve f1i<> honor to acknowlcdpe the rec<Mpt of a small pa» k;ij;<' containing a tettti- 
aionial ot tri> n^Uhip tVom the good pcoph' of Monti-video to the aildiVN^ of his excellency tbo 
preeideut ol Mexico, with the request to transmit the same to its destination. 
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It will pives mo much pleiwure to comply with the request. Yon vxu infdrin the donors 
tluit I .shall liHVP im oppmtuuity thit> week to avnd it by my I'rieud, Mr. C F. iVny, to the 
Hon. William II. 8o\vHrd, Secretary of Stntf^ of thi' Uui ted States, with the request to tend it 
to iiis excelleucy tho Mexican ininifiter, at Waxhitifii^tou. 
I hare the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BOBEBT C. KIBK. 

Mariano de Esfina, EsoLt 

Orieniai Comut General, Sfc, Sfc, !fe. 



Mr, Romero to Mr. Seward, 
CTnuadation.] 

Mbxican Lboation in thb United Statbs op Ahbbica, 

WathuiglaHt October IS, 1864. 

Mr. Secretary: 1 have had the honor to recfive your note of yesterday, 
with Accompanying docnnientsi, and a small br.x covered with linen and sealed 
Vith the Heal of the "Oriental repuhlic of Uruguay," and directed to " Citizca 
Benito Juarez, President of the United States of Mexico/' in which is a medal 
thai Bevenl citisenfl of Montevideo wish to piesent to the late Gknertl Zaragosa, 
of the Mexican army. Thiji box was sent to your department by the United 
Statcp minister at Buenos Ayro;j, to he sent to it8 addrej>i? hy my legation. 

I will send a copy of yonr note, tof^fthcr witli the box and accompanying 
documents, to the Mexican government by the firtit safe opportunity. Mean- 
time I ask you to aect pt my grateftil thanlu for yoor kindness in oonveyiug 
this precious present from the people of a sister republic to a distinguished Mex* 
ican, who dien def'eiidinp: the independeneo of his country. • 

With exceediuf^ pleasure I embrace this opportunity to renew to you, Mr. 
Secretary, the assurances of my most distinguished consideration. 

M. BOHEBO. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, IjfCf ige. 



Mr. Romero to Mr. leeward. 
£TreiJ8lation.] 

Mbxican Lbgation in thb Umtrd States op America, 

Washingtont Noeemher 30, 

Mr. Secretary : Not havinj^ had a channel in every respect safe to trans- 
mit to the city of Chihuflliua, the present i^eat of th»i supreme government of 
the Mexican republic, the box which you were pleaded to send to me, with your 
note of the 17tn of October last past, which contained a medal which the dti- 
sens of Montevideo intended to present to General Zaragoza, of the ^lexican 
army, and which, after the death of that p tieral, they determined to send to 
the prenident of Mexico, I made up my mind to send it to Afadame Dona 
Margarita Maza de Juarez, the wife of the president of the republic, and who 
DOW resides in the city of New York, that she might preserve it as a family 
relic, or .^< nd it to her husband by a .-^ate channel, as she might tliitjk most 
proper. M rs. Jaurez has informed me that she has decided to accept the second 
alternative. 

Deeming it proper to inform the Oriental consul general in Buenos Ayres of 
these &ets» so that through him the dtizem of Montevideo, who contributed to 
the medal contained in the box referred to, may be made aware of its present 
whereabont-!, I have written to the said consul the communication which I en- 
close herewith, opened, rerpn'sting ynn to do me the favor to transmit it to its 
destination, through Mr. Robert C. Kirk, ministt-r rctsident of llie United States 
to the Argentine Ilepublic, through whom the said box was seut to me. 



L-iyiii^ed by Google 



552 



DIPLOMATIC COKBESPONDENCE 



Anticijiating my acknowlodgments for the forwarding of tlio onclopod commn- 
nication, 1 avail belf of the opportunity to renew to you, Mr. Secretary, the 
assurances of my most distinguished consideration. 

H. ROMERO. 

Hod. William H. Sbward, ^pc., 



f Enclotnre No. l^Txanslation.] 
Uexicax LlsOATicm ns the Umthd States np AMrnicA, 

Washington, Noteinhrr 17, iSfU. 

I have the honor of transniitfiup to your pxccllcnoy a package covered with canvas, with 
tlif firnl ol" iho Orientul republu- in wax upon it, and <liifctcd, " To Citi/cn B» uito .Juarez, 
Pr«»i(kiit of the United States of Mexico." This package was sent to me bv the Hon. Wiliiam 
H. 8c ward, Secretary of State of the gfoveniment of the United States, with a oommnnication 
ajMilo^'i/.iiii,'- fur Udt huvinjj delivcn tl it to uic before, because of tlie iiepligence of .some clerk 
iu hi.t (lep«rtiueut. It seems from that communication, of which I enclose a copy, that the 
puckn^re contains a medal of Talne, awarded by the people of Monterideo to deoeral Don 
Vpiiacii) Zaraptza ; ami on lt'aniii:{X thf fate of that illuslrioiis Mexican, it was determined 
to 80ud it to the l're«ident of our republic, as was done through the Hon. Mr. Kirk, United 
States minister at Bnenos Ayres, who sent it to the Secretary of State. As I have uo safe 
means of conveyance for such a treafure, valnaltlc in many respects, to Chihualtua, I b<»g 
you to receivi) it, to be seut to the I're^ident bj the tirst opportunity, or to bo kept for jour 
husband when yon meet again, whichever you think besk 

I also request you to .s( nd me any pa])ers the package msj contain foT the gOTcnunent, 
that I may forward them to tlie proper a^idrcss. 

I take this oeoadoiL to enpreBs 119 particalar eooddeEatioaaad disttanlsM esteem. 

IL ROMERO. 

Lady Margarita Maza de Juarez, iVsto YoHt, 



i[EiicliMRiieNo. 8.— Tkaaslation.] 

New York, November 28, 1864. 

I have nceired ynnr kind communication of the 17th instant, with a packap^ sealed and 
addres^icd to my husband, l)y tli<- republic of Buenos \\rus, tlirou;;h the Hon. W. Scwaid. 
I will try to send it to my husbaud by the first safe opjK>rtuuiiy that offers, 
ladependence and the repobliei 

MARGARITA MAZA DE JUAREZ. 

C. Matias Romero, 

ilMtsler Piett^eeeatMTf ^ ike Mexkam RapMiCf WoMkmgtom, D. C. 



[Endosme No. 3.— Tranilatioii.] 
Hexicav Lboation n the United States of A.MLiur a, 

Washington, Novcmlnr 18<14. 

I have the honor of transmitting to you the copy of a note addressed to me on tlx- I9th of 
October last by the lion. William H.'Seward, Secretary of State of the United States, with 
a box to eiti/< ti P.( tiito .Tnarez, ronslinitional President of the United Mexicnu States, con- 
taining a ni<-(ial awariU-d to (iem ial Zaiagozu, of the Mexican army, by certain cilizeus of 
Montevidct). In this note you w ill tind an explanation of the long delay, OB the part of the 
Department of tlio United States, iu the deliverv of the box. 

The present condition of Mexico, eaused by the war now sustained hy the republic attains! 
the French iuva-iion, and the distance of the present site of the national goveruniont, pre- 
vent frequent aod safe communication. For this reason, and not wishing to run the risk of 
havinfjT such a yaluable present lost, I have determined to srad it to Mrs. Marf>'arita Maza de 
Jnare/., wife of tlie citizen President <tf that republic, now in New Yttrk. I did this on the 
17th iustaut, as you will see from an accompanying copy cf mj letter to that lady. I alao 
enclose yon a copy of her answer, in which yon will see what disposition she intends to mdce 
t r' it ; an<l thus < ii<ls my connexion with the at^'iiir. 

i lieg you to make known these fact.s to the citizens of Montevideo who subscribed for the 
medal, and assure them that the people of Mexico will never forget that proof of sympathy 
!iTi>! coiisitliTiition pivon by a kimlM-ii nHtifiii in the time of onr fjreafe><r nnvcr-^ity. 

\\ itli pleasure 1 accept this occasion of ottering you, Mr. Consul, the absurauces of my dis- 
tinguished consideratim 

M. ROMERO. 

SeHor Don Marlano £spino/.a. 

Cmmd QtmanA, Hmmoi Ajpru, 
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Mr, Seward to Mr. Romero* 

Dbpabtmknt of State, 

Wath»ngUmt Dn njiher 2, 1864. 

Sir: Tbave had the honor to receive your note of the 30th ultimo, in refer- 
ence to the box containing a medal intended as a present to the late Ocnoral 
Zaragoza, of the Mexican armj, from the citizens of Montevideo, and advising 
me of the disposition yon have made of said box since it came into your pos- 
session, in October last, 

The letter which accompanied your note, addressed to the consul general of 
the Oriental re]>ublic of Montevideo, Don Mariano de Kspinosa, will, n8 you 
requet*t, be traunmitted to its destination, through the minister of tlie United 
States accredited to the Argentine Hepublic, with iostnictiom} to deliver it to that 
gentleman. 

I avail myself of tBe occasion to renew the asanraaeee of my very diatingniBlied 
consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

Sefior Matias Hom 

Weukingioih D* O, 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Kxrk. 

m 

[Eztrset] 

Department of Statb, 

Waehington, December 5, 1864. 

Bra : Tour despatelies* Noe. 72» 73, and 74» dated, respectively, August 20, 
81, and 22, were received on the 9th ultimo. 

The enclosed communication is from Senor Romero, the mininiter of Mexico, 
who req^uesta that you will be pleased to hand it to Sefior Don Mariano Espiuoda, 
at Honterideo, and has reforenee to the medal presented by dtiaene of that place 
to Qeneral Zaragosa, of the Mexican army. 
I am, sir, your obedient wtwat, 

WILLLA.M H. SEWABD. 

KODBRT G. KlBK, Es^., SfT., ^r., ^r., 

Argentine Republic. 

(For euclutiured see Mr. Romero's note of 30ih NoTember.) 



Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward. 

[Traiislution. ] 

Mexican Legation in tub Unitko Statks of Amkrk a, 

Xtw York, August 21, ISG.";. 

Mr. Secretary: I have the honor to remit you, for the information of the 
ffovemraent of the United States, a copy of a oommonieation addresKed to me, 
the 22d of July last, by Mr. E. Corcmaux, pret^ident of the Netherduitsche 
lioafrne, in Antwerp, rnclos^ing an address of the said association, diiv cfcd to the 
con.-^titntion.'d pre^^ident of the ^lexican republic, expressing, in tlic n;un<» of tlie 
Belgian people, the sympathy of that nation for the cause of liberty and inde- 
pendf!nce in Me^eo, ana the regret at the conduct of King Leopold, for family 
reasons, in aiding the Emperor of the Ffench in his endeaTore to subjugate 
that republic. 
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I iiIao enclose a copy of the above-mentioiied address, together with my reply 

to Mr Coreniaux, of the 9th instant. 

I iiTii <:i;ififM (l for this opporfunity of repeating to yolii Mr. Secretary* the 
aseurauccs of my most distinguiebud coabiiieralion. 

M. RCMEHO. 

Hon. WlLLUM H. SbWABD, ^r.. 4r., 4r. 



[Enclosure No. 1.] 

Antwerp, July 22, l»=^Gr». 

Sir : Knclofled we beg to hand you an address to the president of the republic, the honor* 
able B. Juares, TOted to him hj ona of the most influential politiesl SMoeiatioas of tliis 

country. 

Bi-ing awtire how difficult it is, undor the pre^tent circumstances, to transmit an address to 
the lecrnl p^ovi-riiinent of M« xi(-i>, we should feet happy by yoarldttdftttercession, our letter 
slioala come to the hands of Yoor president. 
We are, sir, your obeoitBt senraatSf 

E. COREMAI^. President. 
WM. UAGENAIIE, Secrcturt. 

Honorable Matus Romkrov 



# [Enclosore No. 2.3 

AXTIVERP, July 14, 1865. 

The Netherlands League, a Flemish democratic aseociatioo, counting ita members by thou- 
sands, at Its laj<t general meetinfr, the 96tfa of May last, almost nnanimonsly decided to ad- 
dresa you, as tlic only lepal ri jm -cutative of tlii- Mfxioan iiatiou, to coupratulnte you on 
your perscveriug resistance against a foreign usurper who is trying to rob tlie Mexicans of 
their iil)erty and independence \ and at the same time this association protests afi^nst the im- 
pudent assent of the tk-lgiau povi rmiient to the recruititip of triMij.>; t. r t! ' s( rvii i of u fia* i^a 
usurper, thus intervening in the domestic affairs of Mexico, in violation ot all interuatloual 
law and of the laws of Mexico. 

This address was about to be written, when a painful ]ii"cr of news was received, cau'sing 
anxiety, mourning, and tinsneakable anguish in hniniitds of families. It was, that your 
forces, Mexican soldiei s, tij:litiiig for their independence, had gaine<l a bloody victory over 
t]i'.M.> flint fin- endeavoring, by force of arms, to nmkn an Kmperor for Mexico out of an Aus- 
ttiuu arciiiluki . Tliose who peiishid so huriibly in Tacambaro were mostly our countrymen. 
This association joined in the general mouniiii'r, and would probably have postponed actin(^ 
upon the resolution but for tlie couducl of the Ikdgian government, which is contrary to the 
national will. We nr^cM 1 \ desire that an energetic protest by us may convince jou and the 
Mexican people that the people of Beigium talce oo part in thote onjust proceedings, and aio 
therefore free from all responsibility. 

You Icnow, Mr. President, that sixteen hundred Belgian young men left their country for 
Mexico. The way in whidi the Belgian govei iiim^nt lavored this expedition is no seeret to 
you or to any one. The recruiting agents utailc believe everywhere that our youug men 
were going solely to serve as a gnard to the so-called empress of Mexico, danghter to the 
KtiifT of BelgiiiMi: an l these men, tlin- (It . i ived, continued to enlist, without reHecting that 
they were go'ni*.' to ii|tliold principles oi tyranny and oppression. But the whole Belgian 
nation, exce|>tin^' a few interested individuals, condemns the proceedings in this atVair. The 
peo]>le ot H( l;:iuni are lovers of liberty, as zealous as any others, and the imli p- iidrnce they 
want I'ur themselves they desire for other luilioiis. Belgians imderstand and admire the heroic 
resistance made by the Mexicans to the ustn|)er. and they do not doubt but the country wjll 
finally b<! fi. e l tv. in foreign rule. Such also are the wislu s of this Jissociation : for you know, 
Mr. Presideni, tliat the few bewildered sous of this country among the Hapsburg forces is no 
reanon, and never will bo, for free Belgians to give up their sympathy tor the goi>d cause of 
which you are the worthy representative. However much onr government, entirely influ- 
enced by France, may do, it will never persuade the people to favor the cause of a foreign 
Usurper. The Bi lgian nation heard w ith sorrow the news of Tacaudiaro. and felt the greatest 
indignation and anger, not at Mexicans tightiugfor their independence, bnt against the really 
guilty wlio induced the enlistment of our youth, through deception. Let tliemlieftr the blame, 
and may the justice they deserve he meled out to ih' m. Trii^ a hln <- .if a .h nvn i iLtii' asso- 
ciation, made to you iu the name of thousands of tiue Belgians, is a proof that our people 
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take no part in the prrferpncp of tlicir frnvommont for the cunse of a foreig-n n^Jiirper. Bel- 
gians wUl always follow the example of their auc«8tora, who ever devotvUljr loved libert/ 
aad bated foreign doninioa. 
In the name at the oesoclation, the Netberland League. 

E. COREMAUX. Prc*id«ut» 



Sefior Juarez, 

PnaidML tf tk§ lUsiean BqnMte, 

True translation from the original. 

-• 

Atroeeopy: 



WM. HAGENAEB, 
J. LEGLERC. 

SecreUirus. 



JOS. REFSELS, Sinnn Interpreter. 
Nkw York, August 21, lb65. 

IGK'O MAJEUSCAL, Stentar^, 



[Enclosure No. 3.1 
JUEXICAJI LfiOATIOM TUB UKITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

New York, AuguH 9, 1866. 

Sir: I had tho honor of receiving to-diiy. in this t ity, tlif communication you were ple;usod 
to direct to me iu WaahiDgtOD, dated the *i2d of July la-ot, enclosing an address of the Nether- 
lands Leag:ue, a political association of Belgium, of which you are the worthy president, di- 
rected to .S Hor Don lU ni to Juarez, coustitutitnutlpeeidenfcof iheMesieaaTBpnDliOii mqiNBi* 
ing me to forward it to its destination. 

1 hsTe the honor of informinpf you, in answer, that the doenment will he sent to-morrow by 
safe channel to tlie city of ChiiiuuhuH, tho present seit of the government of Mexico, and tis 
soon as the ackuowledguient of its reception reatbes me I will transmit it to the association 
.over which yon fireside. 

Permit me to say that this spontaneous domonRtratinn of a bodv that represents Ae tnie 
popular spirit in Belgium, as yours, cannot tHil to be received in tlie most cordial manner by 
the government and people of Mexico, and will contribute ^icatiy to maintain the amicable 
dispd.sitioti of the frovenimrnt and people of Mexico towards the euliphteiied inhabi'niitH of 
lielgiuiu ill sjiiieof all that Kiiij; l^copold has done to destroy the frienaly feeliugs and change 
them into sentiments of open hostility. 

I take this occasitm to offer yon the aainniioee of my disUngoiahed consideration. 

M. fiOMERO. 

3£r. E. COREMAUX, 

Fruidenl o/ the NtUuHands Leagm, at Antteerpf tti Belgium. 



[EnckwaieNo. 4.] 
Btigiam 9gmf9Uii§foT fAs Jfiniean rqwUtem eense. 

An Ai;twi rj) i)ii|u r of Juno 14 ^'£«caifr^ contains the proceedings of the Netherlands League 
(Htt ^tdcrdutUcAe Bo»di at thdr recent meeting. The following we translate from the 
speech of Mynheer VIeesehonwer; 

\\'haf have w e in coniinoii with Mexico 7 Much, pentlemen. Not loiii:^ ago Mexico %Taa 
still a free and independent state, with her own government and laws. We lielgians, a peo- 
ple <;quiilly independent and free, formed a treaty of friendshipaad commerce with Ifenco. 
The Mr\;< aus \\» re then our allies, w ere our friends. Rut tho jBmperor of France cannot tol- 
erate liLtertv ur independence anywhere. Even beyond the ocean he endeavors to murder 
liberty. He »eut an army to snQngate the free Mexican people. By force he has impoeed 
an emperor, and the Mexicans are now betidinfr under the yoke of a foreign tyranny. 

And we, the «iousof free Kelgium, what shall we do while we contemplate the oppression 
of (mr allies and friends 7 SbaU we ruse the voire, protesting ag»in>t the shamefnl violation 
of the law of nations ? No, no; w f do not. We are forbidden to do it because we are a neu- 
tral nation. Our neutrality is guaruutei d to us by treaties. We must be faithful to our ueu- 
tiaiitv, that we may be respected by other nations. This \h the reason why we have not pro- 
teste<^. This is the reason why we could not protect, l^ut we have done something else. We 
have not done it ourselves: our government has done it by abusing our name. ^ • • 

Belgium mn.'<t make war on Mexico because our princess is man ii d to the tyrant of Mexico. 
Frankly, what may such a policy lead ns to? If the crowned heads should agree some day 
(the crowned heads are capable of evoything) to make a kingdom in Switzerland, and wished 
to place our Count of Flanders on the new throne, should we not be oblipi 1 u'so to send Ml 
army to secure the subniis»4ion of the Swiss to the Count of Flanders 1 And w hen Ihe Httle 
princesses have grown up, the daughters of the Count of Flanden, and it is desired to converl 
them into qneens sad empresiet ot the legiooe aownltraBUuiiiefepiibUGe, wonlditbefieMt^ 
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sary for ns also, at tlip cnmmftni! of a foreign prince, to pro nnd placo them by force on tLcir 
uew thrones ? Naturally, we could not act otnerwis«. There i« a precedent whicli may al- 
ways be app<-a1ed to agraintt ns. We hsre sent troops to Mexico to protect tbo dughter of 
Leopold I. Then yon cannot appeal to your neutrality to refuse t^) send tmops to protect the 
daughter of Leopold 11. And you wonder, oh ye sublime stntesnu-u, that the people murmur 
and fee! no conflOietiea 111 the future. Why do ym not wonder more that the nation has had 
80 much patience, and has not derogjaied all by means of the elections ? Because everjrtbiug 
in the state has become a lie. The representatives of the pe ople uo lonp^r represent the peo- 
ple. Thev are only bumble servants of a (government comnosed of foreigrners. 

After otW remarks in the same style, the spi akvr movea an address to President Juarez, 
wUeh was adopted, expressing the sfaron^^st syin'iathy with the Heztean patriot Gaiue» deep 
legiet that the l?rlglan trcM)p8 nave bwn eiiiploy •! i ' oppose it and declann|r tliut thejT WODB 
eidlBted under false pretences only as a guard tor the princess, now called oinpr(>Hs. 

The Mexican Clnb have passed a vote of thanks to the Nethcnrlands ** bond,'^ and addressed 
to tlu in n vrry well-written letter, in which they say: "The Mexican people have always 
believed they had au ally and brother in the enlightened Belgian pemilo, and tin y Imve l>< t u 
painAillj snrprised at seeing the Belgian flag united with the flags of France and Austria in 
an enterprise to destroy the rennblic, to erect upon its ruins a turone as abominable as that 
which in past lime oppressed Mexico and Belgium ; but they understaud that the Belgian 
people are strangers to that crime ; they know that it has been bocnof the weakneuof • gOT- 
emment which humblea Useif before tlte tyrant of France." 



Mr, Setoard to Mr. Romero. 

Dbpabtmfnt of State, 
• IVas/nngtoK, Kocemher 7, 18G5. 

SiR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of tlie 2l8t 
of August, 1865, trauamittiag to me, for the iut'urination of the United Stated, 
a cop7 of a eommnnieatimi addreBsed to yoa on the 39d of July last bj BCr. 
Oonmaux, president of the Netherlands League, in Antwerp, enclosing an ad- 
dresp nf the said association, Jin-ctod to the constitutional president of tlie 
^If'xir.ii) ropublic, <'xpressinf^, in the name of the Belgian people, tin* t*yinpatliy 
of that nation for the catide of the liberty and the independence of Mexico, and 
ikeir regret at the eondnct of King Leopold, who, for family reasons, is aiding 
the Emperor of the French in his efforts to subjugate that republic. You are 
also pleased to transmit to me a copy of the address of the Netherlands Lea{:^a 
to Pregident Juarez, dated July 14, 1SG5, and of your reply to Air. Ooremaox, 
dated New York, August 9, 1865, acknowledging the sarao. 

Thanking yon for your courtesy, iu commuuicating this interesting oorr^ 
spondenee to the government of the United States, I avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity to assnre you of my very distinguished consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Beuor Matias Koaibbo, 4^., <^>-., 4^.. 

IVa^/tingfm, D. C 



Mr. Romero to ]\Ir. Seward, 
^Trauslation.] 

MBXICAN LbOATION INTHB UNITKn RtaTRS of A\fKRirA, 

^Ydshhii^ton, Knrrtnfnr 1, 18C5. 

Mr. Skcrhtary: On the 2Ist of August la^^t I .'*<'nt a note to your depart- 
ment, with th(i address made by tlie " Nederduitache Bond," a democratic 
Bociety of Antwerp, the 14th of July last, to the eonstitntional President of the 
Mexican republic, expressing the sympathy of the Belgian people for the cause 
of liberty and indepcnrlence in Mexico* and their regret to see King Leopold* 
through personal and family motiyes, as!»isting the Emperor of the French in 
hia efforts to conquer that republic. I now have the honor of transmitting to 
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yoti No. 115 of the oflScial p:»per of the Mexican governmont, (lutcA 28th Sep- 
tember following:, cniitaining the reply to that addrcf-'S of Mr. Lcido do Tejada, 
minister of ftjreigu rclatioiiH, on the 2'id of the same montli, in tin- itaintj of tho 
President, showiug how the Mexicans regard the unjmttiiiable conduct of the 
Kingoftlie Belgians. 

Befoie condadingthis note, I think it convenient to transmit yon, for the inform- 
ation of the government of the United States, the English copy of a note which 
I addref*!»e<l to my <]rovernmont, the 1 4th of November, 18C4, in regard to the policy 
of the Belgian government towards Mexico, and of the answer of the minister of 
foreign affairs of the 27th of January last ; which documents were publibhed in 
the official paper of the Mexican govemmentt about the end of Janoaiy laat» 
and re-pnblished in English hj the New Toik papers. 

I am pleased with thiB occasion to renew tojon, Mr. Secretary, the asstuaiieeo of 
my most distinguished consideration. 

M. IIOMEBO. 

Hon. William H. Sbwaro, ^v., 4r. 



[BndiMiira No. 1.— Translation.] 

Trmn the ofiBdal paper of CfaihitalnuiKo. 115, September S8, 16^. 

Mexican Kefuulic, Dep't of FoaEiGN Relations and Government, 

Pmo dd Norte, SepUmber 2^ 1665. 
Sm : Tho citizen President of tho republic nH-ctved your letter of the 14th June of this 
y*'HT, Hdilieii»eU U> bim in the name of the Nederduitsche Bond, of which you are the worthy 
iiri •^ildent, by a resolatUm in genend meeting, and forwarded by the minlslor of Mexico w 
Wttshiugton. 

Til© rresident has seen from your letter that an important jk litical and popular association 
of ]k)l(;ium, auch as the Nederouitache Bond, eonntin^r many thousand Beinbera, haaconatd- 
em] and recoguiz*^! it just to prutest, iu the name of the free UelgianK, npiiuat the conduct 
and acts of its fjnvcniinent in recruitiuj^ troops to support the wicked and purising preton- 
sion.H of a forritru uMirp;iii«»n and desp«iiirini in Mexico. 

You regret rightly that deceived Belgians should come to shed their own blood and that of 
Mexicans only for the interost of a stranprer or a stran^r's wife; and this consideration is 
nii>r<' x'lious wlii n wi' n-llt <-t thul .1 Hiipsliiirp and Orleans hint out the remembrance of thoir 
huuiiliutiuu and family ruin, and otfur ihumiMilvei) aa aervile instruments to another foreign 
power, for the reward of an empty title and a little money. 

Fn e H<>lfj;ians should only shid tin ir lilood lor liclpiuui ; thoy must not spill it, like slavrs, 
to foater the family interostti uf a master; uor can they sell it, like nierceuaiiea, furahaudtul 
of gold, without n patriotic aentiniont. Yon regret rip^htly that a few deluded Belgians 
should come to shed thi'ir bion.l tor a strnniror, or the wife of * Stranger, who are themselTes 

the Bubinissivi' slaves of iiuotluT forcijjn puurr. 

Tbe Hclii'ian povcrnmcut viulutcd the vaunted neutrality of lifUriuni, ami cimtemned the 
laws proliiijiiin^' its citizens from eiilisJin};^ in a roiei;,»-n service, wIumi it acti d lor tlie personal 
iulere.-'t of tin- Ivin;,''s danjrhter, who ceased to be a lSel<;iau as soon as she becuuie a alrau- 
f^*it wife, and tiion^rht to act with impunity when it became the accomplice of a strong na- 
tion in the perpetration ot' a crime against a weaker one. 

The duties of (he 15' l;j:i;in ^overinnent towards Mexico, nr^ainst wliom she haa never had, 
or pretend. <i to have, the sli'.'htest cause uf complaint; the principle o! the law of nations 
requiriug every nation to ruapect the iudupeudeuoe and aovereiguty of every other ; aud the 
eternal maxims of morality, condemning a causeless war, in which the principal and his ac- 
complices are respoiisihie for all the deaths and de:-(i iicllon, murders and roM'ciies — were ah 
diaregarded by the Belgian goveruiueut when it thought to take advantage Ireely of the uua- 
fortanes of a feeble nation, and had a private family fantereat in partaktuf^ of the froit of 
crime. 

But it is commendable in Belgium, as well as hnnornble for the progress of civiiizatiun 
end liberty, that eompnnctiona of conscience Imve rai>ed tlio voices of many of ber tree citi- 
lenH, causiup:- them to i»'1h'| and protect .il' iin*-t tluit in!<|iiiton< ( nndiict. 

The Mexican re]iublic ia pleased witii this ptuiot, even aiuid her nithfortunea and the 
etruggles slie is sustaining, and will sustain t(» the i nd ; and the citisou President charges 
Die to request you to express to the Nederduitsche Bund his groat appreciation of its just and 
worthy sentiments. 

Accept, sir, the aasmanee of my respeetfol oonsidemtion. 

8. LERDO DiS, T£JADA. 

Mr. £. CORBHADX, 

l*ruid»mt 0/ tk» Nederimtieht Bond 4/ Antwerp, 
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LEcclosure No. 2. j • 

NOk S90.] Mexican Lbuatiov, UlmTRD States nr America, 

tt'agkiugtoH, November 14, 1864. 

The rallstment In Bolpum of s 1«gioii for tlio sttfypott of MMrimiKmn and bis wife tn Mex- 
ico li;is ciicdtniti !< '1 i>j)iMisition aniiui^j the jm Mji'r nn>i evfn in the Icp-i-lji'mr tlmt cciiiiti v. 

TUerc Imviti^ biH'U published many udvorti^eiiifutii iu which recruits were called fur to be 
enliflted ntider the direction of a retired lieutenant g^eneral. Mid other oflElcera of the Bdf^an 
army, the niinistL-rH wrrc qncstioued iu the Hoti>;f' «.f RcprcscntafiveK with rcf' n iu-e to tlie 
participation of the ptAt riinHMit in such an enti-rprist-, aud Beveral of the niiuisters, amung 
them toe minister of war, ilcuii'd that the admini.strntiou aided directly or indirectly in tbe 
project; but they confessed, however, that they liad pennitted Belgian aulyects to eutOT Upon 
this expediliou without losing' for this reason their nationality. 

It is worthy of attention that notwithstanding this explicit confession, and the fact, wliich 
is well Iluowo, that the volunteers were rendezvousing in the citj of Audiruad, in an edilice 
which was in part a public hailding, as a1«o that in the adTertisemente it was stated that the 
governiiu nt permitted officers of the army to enlist, (:niiitinp tlM'iii fi#r fli:'< purpos*- twoy«-nrs' 
leave of absence, iu order to return to the country aud still bold their positions if it did not 
suit them to remain in Mexico— it is worthy of attention, I repeat, that notwithstandinfp all 
this, the HoM>-i nt" Hcpntics was apparently snfisti(*<l with the dcrliiriitions of tlu- itiinistcrH, 
aud, taking not*' i>t the same, witliont turtlier cxumination of the matter, passed to the order 
of tbe day, although not without M-venil iJe|<uties nutttiftsting thrir toproDation of all con- 
nected with the projected Belgian h'gion lor Mexico. 

A little lM"ft»re there had been in Brussels a meeting of the citizens, which condemnod in 
energetic terms the enlistments alluded to, calling the atti'niion of the Chambers to the same, 
and publishing in placards the resolutions they adopted with reference to the matter« 

There have also oeen publiriied two important pamphlets, which I have seen— tbe one 
entitknl "The Ilelgian ExiMMlitiou to Mexico — Appeal to the Chamlu rs :" and tlie other, 
" General Chapelle — the Belgian Expedition to Mexico, aud article of the liual code." 
Both are very well written, and are by distinfruishetl members of the bar in Bmsseis. 

In the ' ! — after an inipitrtinl lii.storical Tt suiu6 <>f Mexico since the convention of London 
of Oclxtier J"^<il — it ii, .lemnnstrated that the Helgiau government, in its conduct with 
respect to the said expedition, has given offence to our COQUt^i and violated the neutrality 
which Iti'lgium is always bouttd to observe with respect to aU nationa, in conformity with 
it^ political constitution. 

By such conduct, says Mr. Demeur, Belgium has lost the right to invoke in tlie future that 
neutrality which is its principal protection, and has not only incurred the enmity of a feeble 
republic, sncb as Mexico will be Tor some time, but also that of the United States, which 
latter fact may Iiave consequences the must l ulnons. 

The second pamphlet, written by Mr. Vau Don Kerkoor, is a powerful demonstration by 
iMfal ailment that the enlistments for Mexico, witbont previous and express antborizatioa 
of the Helgiuu government, constitute a grave cri:ne, that the iH-nal code of tliut c<>tnif;y 
punishes with tieatb. It concludes with a veheuieut appeal to the attorney geuerai, to whom 
the pamphlet is addressed, to indict and bring to trial the Lientenant Qeueral Chapelle and 
his accomplices. 

As soon as I have a secure opportunity, which I expect will bo very soon, I will renal to 
the de|>ttrtmeiit both pamphlets. 
I renew to you the assnranoea of mj distinguished consideration. 

M. ROHCBO. 

The CmzBN MnnsTBB or Fobbiom BEUiTtONa, Chiimakma, 



tEndosttre Mo. 3.] 

No. 96.] DeparTHBUT OF Foreh-.n Affatrs axd of Govf.rnmf.xt. 

Saliunul I'ulacc, L'hihu4thuii, January '27, InCS. 

By your note No. 2!K) of the 1 4th of November last, tbe President has been infonued of 
what yon commnnicate with reference to the enlistments that have been taking place in 

Belgium for tli<' pur|)ose of forming' a legion for the siippr)rt in Mexico of the Archduke Max* 
imiliau aud bis witc, the daught«-r of King Leopold of Helgium. 

There may be added to tbe observations you make with reference to this affair the fact 
that that govennnetii hiis ti' ver n'.l'-r^.'d, nor has it [iretended, to have the slightest motive of 
complaint against th(> Mexieun rejtublic. >i"'>tu itli^tHii<liug this, King Lei»pold has sought 
to taice a^lvautage of the misfortunes of a nation tliat has never done him an injury, tiiul lor 
the private interest of fuvuiiug his daughter, he has sought to give her tbe support of mer- 
oeuary soldiers, whose luiritose is to aiu in overpowering the AMXleaai and to abed stiUtnortt 
the bk>od of a people who defend their independence km their liberty. 
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It is ootfltranj^e, therefore, tbatSSnj; Keopold, from solely a pnvnto fumily iiUt rost, liM 
been wi1Iin{^ nUo to mt asiile the precepts of Um conBtitatioa And the interests and the opiu* 
ious of the piiuplo whom he governs. 

1 aMue you of my most attentive comdderattoo. 

LERDO DE TEJADA. 

The CitiMD M ATiAs Romero, 

Smog Extrnordinary and MiniatfT Plmipntrtitiary 

qf the lUezUuH HtpuUic »« liasJUngton. 



Mr* BuMter io Mr, Romero, 

Depart.mk.xt of Statr, 

IVas/ilnifton, January 25, ISGG. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of the l8t November oltimo* with its three ettdoenres, eoneistin^ of the letters 
of Sefior Lerdo il*- T(»iada, the minister for foreign affairs of Mexico, to Mr. 
Coremaux, ])n'ji(l. nt of the " Nedrrduitt^clic Bond," of Antwerp, d.it< <l Septem- 
ber 23d lai»t, expres'sive of the appreciation of the Mexican govt rnmeut and 
people for the kind sympathies extended to them bj that association in their 
letter to President Jiiares, of the 14th of July last; also, of copies of your 
CMtespondeiice with SeHor Lerdo do Tejada, in regard to the policy of the Bel> 
gian ^orwnment towards Mexico, dated November 14| 1864, and Janiuuy 27, 
1&G5. . 

Thanking you for your attention in communicating those papers to this gov- 
enunent, I have the honor to tender to yon, sir, the assurance of my highest 
coDsideradon. 

W. HUNTER. 

Acting iSecretary. 

Sefior Matias Komero, Sfc.^ Sfc., 4^-.* 

WMhingtoMf J), C. 



Mr. Rofnero to Mr. Seward. 
CTr«nslation.J 

Mexican Lboation in thb United States of Ambrica, 

Waski/isr(i,n, OcUfber 20, 1865. 

Mr. SErRETARY : As a proof of the feelings of the Belgian people in regard 
to llic fjiujsii iii now debating on Mexican soil, I have the honor of tran^raiuing 
to you, for the iuiormation of the governmout of the United States, a copy of a 
communication I received from the Liberal Union of the Civie Guard of Liege, 
dated the 1 Ith of August last, together with a copy of the resolutions passed 
the day before by that association, protesting against the proposal of Lieutenant 
General Pletincks, commander of thu Civic ( Juard of Brussels, to erect a monu- 
ment to the memory of the Belgians who fell in action at Tacambaro, in the 
Mexican republie, on the 11th of Apiil, 1865, "because ihey lost theur lives in 
a c luse opposed to liberty, and in contradiction to the etbrta the Belgians made 
in 1830 to gain their independence." 

I also enclose a copy ot those resolutions. 

1 accept this upporttmity to renew to you, Mr. Secretary, the assurance of 
my very distinguished consideration. 

M. BOMEBO. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 40., 4e., ifc. 
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LEneloBiiiie No. 1.] 

LiBKRAL Union op tbe Cmc Guard of Ltroe, 

Litge^ August 11.1 ^(yS. 

Sir: We have tlio lionor of trnn8miftiii(» to yoo* by another sonrrc. a copy of ihr d. Hlnr- 
ations of our association ou the tenth of this month, and we respectfully rcc^ucat ^'ou to huve 
■them sent to the government of the Mozican lepabUc 

AocepI oui diAtiuffttiahed les udB. 

The rresident, L. J. J. LEFE^^iE. 
The Seerataiy, Q. CLERMONT. 

Tlie Secretary. G. ClermonT. • 

Mr. Matias Romero, 

Jf MwCar of tk» MtxUau Rt ftMU Ut WMMagtam* 



[Encloture No. S.] 

Liberal Uviom of the Cmc Goabd op Liege. 

The Liberal Union of the Ciric Guard in rrenand aasembly eottfmod, OH tho lOth of 
Aupust, \^'u>, adopted tlio fo!lo\viii{j rcsolutiou.«* : 

Whereas Lieutenant General IMotineks, coumiander of the Civic Ooatd of Brussels, in a 
letter of the Ist uf August, a«ked the concurreucc of the civil militia in the erection of ft moil* 
ument destined to preserve the memory of the Bi lcriuns killed at TacAmbaro ; and 

Whereas, although our fellow-ritizeJis disjilHyi'd inconte.stiblc cour>i<^e and InuNcry, it is 
not less true that tue cause for which they gave their lives is ooti-Uberai, tiud contrary to tbe 
eflforts the Belgians made in 1830 to fn^n their independence; and 

Whereas the Civic Guard, as protectors of democratic and cniistiriir'onnl institattons, OBII* 
not join in a uiauifestatiou tliat teuda to glorily the subjugaiiuu uf u nation : * 

Therefore, The Liberal Union protests agUDSt the ide» of Goneml FlotfiickSi Uld tdTiMt 
all the civic gnard.s in the kingdom to r^eetit. 

A true extract. By the committee: 

The President, L. J. J. LEFEVRE. 

Corporatimt ComutUor of tk» CU§ oj Lug%, 

The Secretaiy, G. Clermont, 
LtCHleneiit, (^wtrlemuMler tiftU Tkhri Jtettslieii 4/ fAe Cieie Oumrd ^lAttt. 



Mr. Huuler to Mr. Romero, 

Dbpartme.xt of Statb» 

Washingitmf January 24, 1866. 

RiR : T have the honor to ncknowlcdge the receipt of your note of the 20lh 
of October last, trangmittiug, for the inforinjition of the *rovernni<'nt of tlie Uiiit»'d 
States, a copy of a letter addressed to you by the Liberal L uion of the Civic 
Guard of Liege, dated August 11, 1805, aud aldo a copy of the re^olutious 
adopted by that associatioii on thn lOih of tbe same month, in which the seuti- 
meiit of the Belgian people iu regard to the question now heing debated on the 
soil of Mexico is manifested. 

You will be plensed to accept my thanks for your cotirfc^y in eommuuicating 
these interesting papers to this department, while 1 avail luyself of the occatiiuu 
to renew to you, air, the aasurancea of my very diBtingniehed consideration. 

W. HUNTER, 

Acting Stcretarjf* 

Sefior JIatias Bombro, 4r-., cV 4^., 

Washington, D, C. 
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TUE DIl^EKIAL MEXICAN EXPRESS COMPANY IN HEW YOKK. 

Jt&. Romero to Mr, Seward, 

Mbzican Legation in thb Umtrd States of America , 

Washington, October 27, 1SG.5. 

Mr. Skcrrtary : It having come to my notice that tlie atlventuror cnllecl 
Don Fernando Maximilian, of Ilapaburg. who was Archdulce of Austria, and 
who now pretends to exercise public authority in Mexico by right of conquest, 
Las granted some 80>called pnril^^ to persons of this country, or who have 
come to it, to form hers companies for the purpose of carrying them into effect, 
and that these persons assert, to gain buyers <»f .shares, that the said privileges 
have been or will be sanctioned by the constitutional President of the Mexican 
republic, for which they have not the slightest foundation, it seemed proper to 
me, for the purpose of protecting the citiaens of this country, who in good faith, 
and under tnat mistaken impression, migHt desire to take shares in nuch npecn- 
lalion?, to recommend that the consul jrcncrnl of Mexico, in the United State?, 
resident in New York, t*hould make known to the public that it was nr»t certain 
that the constitutional government of Mexico was disposed to sanction these 
grants* and sending to him the laws of the Mexican congress and the disposi- 
tions of the ezecntive which declare null and void the acts of the invader. I 
have the honor to enclose to you copy, in Kuj^lish, of the note which, for xh\A 
purpose, I addressed, under date of 18th current, to tlic cousid of the Mexican 
republic at New York, accompanied by the dispositious which are quoted in it, 
(No. 1.) That functionary caused tiiose dispositions to he published in the 
New York papers of the 23d instant, with the letter, of which I also enclose 
copy, in English, (No. 2.) On the same 23d day Mr. E. De Courcillon, titular 
president of the Mexican Express Company, formed in virtue of one of the 
spurious grants of the usurper, addressed to me the letter, of which I also en- 
close copy, (No. 3,) sending mc a copy of that which, on the same date, ho 
addressed to the New York press, (No. 4,) and another of the prospectus of his 
company, (No. 5.) I idso send these two documents. To said letter I re]>1ied, 
on the 24th, in the terms you will see in the copy of my reply, which 1 also 
enclose, (No, 6.) The .M( lican consul at New York replied, at the saiiK' 'li*<\ 
to Mr. De Courcillon in the manner which appears iu the copy annexed of his 
letter to the Herald of that city, (No. 7.) 

I believe it to be my duty also to communicate to you, for the information <if 
the government of the l^nirr'd States, the facts niid documents to which I have 
made reference, to call your attention to an iinportant point, which may aff« i;t 
not only the good relations which happily exist between the government of the 
Mexican republic and the United States, but even the duties which belong to 
this government as a neutnil in respect to Mexico. 

In my letter to Mr. de Courcillon, (No. G,) in that of the consul of j\[exicn \c tlu^ 
Herald at New York, (No. 7.) and in the memorandum which T tran^niif uf 
the concession, so-called, of the usurper, (No. 8.) you will see that the company 
engages to transport all material of waif are of the invading army of Mexico. 
The reading of the prospectus of the company (No. /S) demonstrates this more 
plainly. Of the five agents the company has, uiere is one oidy in Europe, and he 
resides at St. Nazaire, which, as you know, is that port of France from which 
issues the material for war whicli the Emperor of the French sends to his forc«'S in 
Mexico, and for which the French government has established a line of steamers 
between said port and Vera Orua. Of the other four agents of the company, 
one residea at Vera Orus, and the other at the city of Mexico» which are the 
36 DC** 
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gtatiuiis held to prepare forcibly the . material of war destiucd for the conquest 
of ^Icxico, 

In article 7 of tbe so-callecl concessioii of the asnrper (No. 8) yon will see tho 

that the a^^ents of the company in Mexico, ;is well as abroad, are official agents 
init!iori/,('d lor liniizrtrion. and in that will he .-ulijcct to theordorpand in^tnic- 
tion-J to one of tiit.' .<o-caIl( d n)iniriters of the f»anie usurper. Tlic colonization 
■which is here treated of iti, a» 1 have ehown to your department in my notes of 
the 5th and 20th inetant, eminently hostile to the United States, as it is intended to 
he of citizens of the south who do not submit themselves to the authority of tliia 
government, and to whom in\"it;iliMii-j avr held nut to go to ]\Iexico >\ ith their 
plaves. there to reorganize itmlt i iIk >lia(li>\v of France. The pre.^ident hthI the 
iiienibers of the junta of colonization established by the usurper are declared ene- 
mies of the United States, as I have shown to the department 

It is very satis&ctoiy to me to avail of thi^ opportunity to renew to yon, Mr. 
Secretary, the assuranoes of my distinguished consideration. 

M. BOMEilO. 

Hon. William H. Seward, ^v., 5fc., ^v. 



TEudosure No. 1.] 

HEXICAII LCtiATlOX IN TUB UKITHD STATES OP AMERICA, 

lf'tif</iinnton, October Ir*', I'^fi.'. 

It having come to mj knowledge tlitit c«ilaiii speculators of this eouutry have obtained 
pretended oonceBsionR from the French agents tn Uexico^that is to shy, from the so-called ■ 

imi't'iiii! <ro\ criinij'iit ctf jMaxiniiliaii — for tlie i'stalili.'>liiiu'iit of" im t xpn ^!* eoiiipnny, pmpoM-d 
to be tfiylcd tlie " luiperiul Mexican Express;'* of a Miburliuu railroad in the city uf 
Mexico; of a line of gteamera in the Gulf of Mexico, and another on tlie Puiitic; of 
vavinr.s lines of tclc^rjiiili ; to carrv fonvard a tuntract fur the survey of Iftiuls in the 
fcjtntcot Si>iuira, and an«iiher with rilVrome to hmd.s and miues iu CliihuuhuH, tii}:ith«-r 
with VHi idii^ projects of colonization in dit^< n nt ]ifiils of the Mexican reimhlie ; having: al^«o 
lean.ed tliat the s[M'o»iIntor.s to wlioni I n fei. in oi<K r !<• indiu c juosdus of pood faith to take 
part w ith tht ni iu siah eiiterjtrise.s. have ustierttd tliat thi-ir so-cuii« <l i oiiie.ssions will be rati- 
fied or hmatter respected by the national government of the repnblic, and there being nofc 
the slightest fouudutiun for such asMsrtions, I Imve to request yon, in order that no one may 
bo deceived, to cause to l>e published the atmexed dispositions of the cougress and of the su- 
pvt n • <r..vemnient of Mexico* which declare null and Toid and of no effeclaU acta of the 
usurping autboritios. 

I have also to add, that the sole fact of having so far recognised thesidd usurping autbori- 

tii s as to ii( ( »'|it or solicit iirivihpcs or concessions fioiu tlum, will be a circuuistain t- wliu h 
>vill not only leduuud to the prejudice and disability of all parties accepting or soliciting such 
concessions in any transaction which they may hereafter desiie to have with the legitimate 
aiKhni it!) s tif the republic, but will aiao subject them to all the reapomibilitiea and penalties 
prcsciibt d by law. 
I renew to you the assurances of my consideration. 

M. BOMEBO. 

The Consul Glnlkal o/ the Mljucuh lUyublic, Xctc York, 



Deene ^ tke Cmtgms in Mexico, 
[Translation.] 

DErAUTMENT OF GOVEHNMENT. 

The citisen President of the republic has been pleased to direct to me the following decree; 

Benito Juarez, constitutional President of the United Mexican States, to the inhabitHutd of 

the same . 

iJf it known tliat the congress of the Union ha.s thotiplit proper to decree the following: 
Akt. J. The acts of the so*calIcd authorities, luipoi>ed Dv the invaders and traitors, or 
which they may hereafter establish in the republic, are nuU and void, and can never be in 

Am. 2. All cuutracls celebrated by the said so-called authoiitica, or that may htjreufter be 
celebrated, are also null and void ; and all who take part in the same will incur dvil xesponai- 
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btlitj, iu aJUition to the criminal respoiisibilitv alreadjr prescribed hy tho laws now in force: 
mad such contracts can never be refsfanled in in y mauner or taken iolo consideTation by the 

supreme p«>vi-i mm lit of tlif n iml lic. 

Akt. Thi' t'uitMns cuuuot be i-nu&ideicd uudor auy aspect in the treaties wliicli the <:ov- 
emiTient may rt U hrate with France. 

Dated in the hallof aeesioDS of the otmeresa of the Union, in Mexico, the 13th of December, 

PONCIANO ARBIA6A, Viee-Pnndent. 

FkLIX T?(»Mr.R(>, Deputy Srcrttary. 
Fkaxcisco Ulstamente, Deputy Secretary. 

AVherefore, I ordtT that it l>e printt d, j»ubli-liej, circulated, uud duly observed. 

BEMITO JUAREZ. 

National Palace of Mexico, Dir,,i>l»r ]H(J2. 

To thedtixen Jt'AX Antokio delaFlexte, miniKterofforeignrelatioofl and of government: 
I oommwueate the aam« to yoa for yoar intelligence and the oonaequent ends. Liberty and 
veform! 

FU£NT£. 

Mexico, December 14, h-id'Z. 

To the Citizeu Governor of thefed§rul d^stnd. 



Circular from the Miuisttr of Foreign Affairs. 
[Translation.] 

DEPAUTMLNT of FOKiaGN liELATIONii AND OF GOVEKNMLNT. 
• •••• ••••• 

The law of nations, in treating of de fmeto ^veniBienla, presnmes that tbny neallv exist, 

Imt if is an evident fiu r that tlic <[>urious aiitlioriticfs imposea by Napohoii III mi tin' jH-oplL' 
liow held nr hereufter to be held iu 8ui)jeciiou by them are not andcauuot be tiie guveruuient 
of the country, and moeh less whan the legitimate government eziata in reality. So much 
for the law ol nations. 

Now, as far as concerns our public law, those false authorities are nothiug better than se- 
ditious and treasonable. Wherefore, the chief uiao;^istrate coniumnds ine »o to declare aud to 
protest, as in his name I do protest, that titu republic does not aud will not recognize in these 
8ui ]i'isod functionaries any power or authority whatever to bind it l)y their tn«Rtie«, acrree- 
tiit ti*'-, >.r promises, by their acts, omissinus, or other means or iiiatUK-r u Imt^.M '. i v ; uii«l that 
those who execute any authority or comniiHsiou couferred or cuui^^uled to by tiiu Fieuch will 
most assuredly be punished in accordance with the laws of the conntry. 

Please to ii( < < pt rhc assurance of my oonsideration and esteem. 

Liberty uud relorin! FUEME. 
8an Luis Fotosi, Jkm 10, 1863. 



ProUMt of the permaneHt d^MtaHon qf Coi^^resf. 
CTranslation.] 

• • • • • • • • • • » 

The permiiTieiit deputation, in the name of the rntio-ri >;s of tho riiion. and as the faithful 
interpretei ot the uatiuual sentiment so enerfreticaUy and universally inauilested, bcliovus 
that it tultils a mmt solemn ol)liu'Htinn in n proilncin^, as by the^te presents'it does reproduce, 
all tiie dedaratii 'IIS atnl proti-^ts bi ti'ic m!i !i )iy tiie sovereifju coii^^rcss itself, by thf ex'-eu- 
tive, and by tlie otliii ii gitiiiiate and loyal authorities of the country — declniatiiuia which 
disavow and declare null aiul of no etfect, as against the sovereignty of the Mexican people, 
and without force or legal value, all acts done or which may be done by virtue of the power 
or under the influence of the foreign invader: and It declares that, iu the constitutional orbit 
of its fuuctions, remaining always at the .si^lt- (-f tln' -^-^-iv frniueut which the nation, in the ex- 
ercise of its sovereign will, manifested iu coulunuitv with its orgauic law, bus freely estub> 
lisbed, until the next session of the natioual as«<emb1y shall take place, it will cooperate 

■with all the eiieiiry am! >rlf'-ili votioii iti-^piu d by |>atriot; in h ;m !lin ■ by torce, and 

in usiu); every mouus to discoucert uud defeat the niachiuutiuns ot treason aud ul conquest, 
iu order to niaiiituia aeetue the independence, tbe sovereignty, the laws, and the perfect fVee- 
dom of the republie. 

FKA:s(J1SC0 ZAKCO, PrcsidenU 

IgVACTO Pom bo. Deputy Secretary. 

Simon de la Qarza y Melo, DeptUy Seerstaty. 

Sair LuiB PoTom, JUf SS, 1863. 
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Letter from the Minister qf Foreign Affairs, 
CTniulalioo.] 

Dbpartmbxt op Forbiom Bblations and of Govbrnmf.xt, 

chihuahua, March 2^, Id^. 

In the copy aiiin xt <1 to your note, No. 31, of Ftbniary 6, of thw year, the citizen l*residcnt 
of the republic has 80(11 the protest which you coinmuuicttled under th«! .-time dtite to iho 
honorable Si cretaiy of State of the United butes with reference to the report that the French 
mivcnitncnt had re.'oilvod to order its agent. Maximilian, to sign a pretraded oeasion of a 
large part of the territory of the Mexican republic. 

The Prosidcut B])|irovc.s your coudact^ although in this matter the republic has already 
protested from the bc^ntiuin):, l>y means of its legitimato organs and of all its oonstatnted an- 
thoritic^, a;:iii:j ; .il; tin nct^ and conscciuenccs of tin- fort'ij,'Ti invasion. 

Kcither the repuhlie nor it« gov(.rninent can ever he h<i]<lt'n lor the act.s of the French apjent 
Maximilian, whose only title to anthority is that lent to him by th'- presence of the armed 
forces of Fraiirc, and who could not sustain himself in Mexico lor a single day without the 
support of lureijju bayonets. * • • « • 

I renew to yon my attentive conrideralion. 

LEBDO D£ TEJADA. 

Citizen Matlis KomeHO, Envoy Extraordinarjt, S(c., Sfc^ Sfc 



rEndosuroNcS.] 

CoMSVLATB General op Mexico, 

Acts York, Octuber 20, 1866. 

To the Editor of the Herald : 

For the information of the public, and in order to protect capitalists of this country against 

the niLsrepiVfciitntinjis of per-x'Tis iiiterestod in siistainitip' the u-surprcl aiitlmritv of Mnxiuiil- 
iaii, 1 havi to a-ik the fiivur that yuu will publish in your colunui.s the enclo.>ivi] oflii ial coni- 
tniiiticntion from the Mexican minister, and annexed dispositions of the Mexican govcrnmont, 
whicii (U-clare null ami void nl! acts or concessions ciiiaimtinfr fiuin the .so-calit-d imperial 
authorities now atteniptiii{; to cxiiciM' power in Mexico, uiuier liiu .-^upiiort lint to theui by 
the protection of foreign bayonet.s, and which sultject all persona lending aid and oonnte> 
nance to smdi n'^uqiinf^ auihoritie.s to all the perils and penalties usual under such dream* 
elauces u|)un the restoration of the legitimate authority or the country. 
1 am, sir, very respectfoUy, your obediant .servant, 

J. 2«. NAVARRO, Mexican Consul General, 



tEnciosnre No. 3.] 

Office of the Memr an Express Company, 

No, 5 New StreUt New Yorft, OetoAer 23, ie65» 

BiB: The New Yor'i journals of this nioriiing contain your conespondeiico with Mr. 
Navarro, Mexieau con.sul p ueial, relatinfj, nniong^ othur matters, to the Mexican Express 
Company, with whicii w e have the honor to be connected. It was our intention to nave 
called upon you ere this in reii n rcc to tin foiniation of this express ronipnny, but we were 
not able lo do so. Our r* lmi t tl:ut we were not al>le to do so is increa.«ed by your eorrespond- 
OnOO with Mr. Navarro. We enclose to you a copy of a letter which has been nddre.s.sed hy 
ns to the editors of the journals in which your correspondence anpeared. The enck»snro 
fltates the facts as represented to and believed to he true by the geutlemen who have become 
interested in the Mexican Expre.Hs Company. 

We did not and do nut suppose that any American or Mexican citizen, having the interest 
of Mexico at heart, would object to havinir Mexico brought nearer to the United States by 
the fornmtiiiTi of a compan}'. compo'^ed of Anieriean citi7:i iifj, for the purjiose of fftcilit/itinj^ 
C4itaniercial tniereourfio between Mexico and the United States. We fail to]>erceivo how such 
a company, if organized in good fiUth, and prosecuting its bnrinees with enterprise, can be 
the subject of annuadversion. 

To assure you of the good faith of the company we enclos*- to you one of its pro<<pcctnse8. 
We wiU affbrd to you such further exphmations as you may desira ; and we ai e authorized to 
state that any g'entlcmen in whom yon have conlidein e inay become ^lu^reholder9 iu tbo 
company, upon the same tenn.s as tho.^e who are publicly t-olicitcd to take an interest in it. 

The euterjiri.se and capacity of the company rc((uire time and ellbrt for their d' ve"optnent. 
The future will afford the tiuie, aud to accompany it by the proper efforts wiU bo the under- 
lakuig ut tha company. 
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TTctni^t f]i;\f yon will receive this letter in tlio same frank spirit which has dictated it, 
aud thut it will uu lontror seem improper to jou that American capital and energy should be 
employed in developing the neonreee of Hexieo. 

We are, with '^w-ni respect. y<>itr exceUencQ^*t obedient MTVantSf 
Bjr order ol the board of tro^teea : 

E. DS COURCILLON, PrmdmU, 
L. LE COUTEULX, Agent, N, Y. 

Hb Excellency SeQor Ro&lBRO, 

MUxium MUdaUt Bmiuid d Wnthmigioiu 



tEncloBore No. 4.} 

To the F.ilitor of the. World : 

•Sir : I obst rvf iu your journal of this mominp an article purporting to be signed by Seilor 
Rtjuu iM. ii:* Mexic^iu niiuLster at Washington. 8e5or Komero stiitcs that it hivs come to his 
knowledge that "certain «peci(/a<or<" of this coaatry have obtained pretended concessions 
firom tbe French agphts in Mexico, — ^that is to say, from the so-called imperial government of 
Maximilian — fur tlic < -fuM-.^liiiu'iit of an t x|ire.ss cdhi jiany. pn>iii>siil to be styletl flie " Iinpe 
rial Mexican Express," and that, iu order tiiai no one may bo deceived, iSoQor Uomero re 

Jneste the pnblication of certain Mexican decrees made in December, 180ii, and Jnne and 
uly, mrx 

In answer to so much of Sofior Romero's article iis relates to the exoress company now be- 
ing formed for th*.' truusaction of cx{)reHfl bu.sihe.ss between the Unitea States and Mexico, I 
have to state, that iu the month of May last Miixiniilian wm pleased fo L'ruiit to myself, and 
to such persons, American citizens, as might become associated with uu-, an exclusive privi- 
lege of cArryiug on an express bnsUtess between Meadeo and the United States, and guaran- 
teeing, so far a.s he could do so, protection to the company and its busiuess. After the grant 
of this decree I had an interview with I'resident Jiuirez in Chihnahua, in which I stated to 
him, with entire frankue^s, thut I had obtained a decree from Maximilian for tin- imi iiase of 
forming an express company to transact business between Mexico, the United States, and 
elsewhere, ana that I proposed to interest tlieretn American citizens and American capital. 
President Juarez advised mo that ho had uo objection to tho formari<iii nfHiuh a coiiq) my a:^ 
I proposed, and that it was then audaiways had been his desire, knowing, us ho .^uppo-^ed, 
the wishes and desires of the American peonlc in regard to the form of ^vemment to prevail 
in Mexico, to have American citizens nii<l Auirrii HU capital permanently tran^t'crred to Mex- 
ico. He remarked that this was the commou-.seufie view of the mutter, and tLut, certainly, 
there could be uo objection to having American capital invested in Mexico for the purpose o 
OOUiliictnig an express business. 

1 repeated tlle.■^e assurances from Pretiiik'nt Juarez to gentlemen in New York who have 
become interested with me in the formation of a Mexican express compHuy. These gentle- 
men are too well known in the city of New York and in the United States, in connexion 
with expresses already iu successfid operation, to need any defence against a charge of 
••speculators." 

I have sent copies of this letter to Mr. Navariti, Mexican con8nl,and to ScQor Komero. 
I am, very respectfully, yomr obedient servant 

i: 't;fne de couiicitj.on. 

PresidetU oj the Mexican Jilxyress Comfang. 

Ko. 5 New Street, Kbw Tobk, QctoUr 93, 1865w * 



[Enclosure No. 5.] 

Froiptettu of the Mexican ExpmB Company, arsaniitd OctoierlO, I669; copite/, $2,000,000; 

shares, 5^1UU each, 

Tmsfssf.-— £. de Coardllon, dtj of Mexico; I. I. Hayes, 416 Broadway, New York; 
Clarence A. Seward, 29 Nassau street, New York ; Henry Sanford, 59 Broadway, New 

York; L. W. Wim-lx-ster, (55 Broiulway, New York; PettT A. Hargmis, rim* street, New 
York; Henry U. Plaut, Augusta, Georgia; John Hoey, 5U Broadway, New York ; B. Haynes, 
^ Ban Francisco. Calirornia; Henij B. Morgan, 84 Broadway, New York; L C. Babeock, 

89 T'>r(i.'uUvay, Xou' York. 
I^rtstdent. — E. de Courcillon. 

VU»-Pftndcnt.—\. I. lluyes. • 
Trtasurer. — J. C. Babcoi-k. 
Seeretury. — C. A. Seward. 

Counstl of the company. — Blatchford, Seward &■ Griswold. 

Agents. — Louis Le Couteulx, New York ; J. P. Nonrse, San Francisco, California; W. li. 
Beuiield, Mexico ; 6. Guicheue, Vera Cruz ; Detroyat, SU Nozuire, France. 
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MBZICAIV EXPRESS COMtm. 

The McxIcAti Express CAmpany in orr^anized nn^er the laws of the State of New York, In 

cuiiforiuity witli a u'^rmit fVom tin- Mr\icaJi fjovr'Umifiit. This ^lant i-^, lu - i!ti<ttim-t'. ns fdllows : 
The coni]jauv is exclusively authorized to carry on the exitrt'-ss bu«iue.'iA tbruughuiit Mexico, 
and between Mexico and the United States and l^urope. 1 he ^vernnient grants to the com* 
])iiuy the ( xcliisive priviU'go of carryiiif^ mailHlilf iiiattpr, aiul also of traiisjiortitifr all pov- 
erunu'Ut j»io|ifrly. It givt-j* to the company the right to (leiuaud aud obtain a niilitarj* ascort, 
when rcrpihed, to fix its own tariffs, and to import all materials necesHary for the express^ 
free of duties. It al.-o chants to flic company the privilege of colonization, and the com- 
pany's agents are rn ogiiiv.r.l as oHicial agi'nts of colonization. It appropriates to the com- 
pany, free of co.vit, fojir leagues of land, with the privilege of taking up. lor the use of colo- 
nists, any of the unoccupied public lands, at a cost not exceeding one dollar per acre. Tim 
colonists, under the pntronago of the company, arc privileged to import all materials for their 
own USr. flee tif dut'u 

The object bad iu view by the Mexican government in conceding these liberal privileges 
is to InTite to t**e eonntnr American capital and enerffy, and It cannot be denied that the 

grant vpry valiiril)le. Yhn baiikitig and fxchange busiiioss, and the transportation of 
specie aud bullion from the city of ^Ic.vico, Guanhato, &.C., and the uiiuiug districts, will bo 
very large, while the dintiibution of unported articies of every kind throug'hoot the country 
willfumisli business only limited by the resourcrs nf flit- company. 

The company will be patronized to the tull( st extent by the Mexican govfuirtient and 
people, and every facility vrill be afforded, ennsisti nt with the laws, for the transaction of its 
business. The hiith of the government is pledged to protect the company's interest, and the 
merchants and citizen.s gejierally have signified their ai)()reciation of tlie advantages to be 
derived from its successltd working, and have proftered ili< ir co-o[>eration. The liMsine«s of 
the company is indeed ready made, and its immediate success is secured. Both government 
and people being united in their efforts to vromote its organization and working, gives the 
strongest assurance that it is greatly needed. 

The company will commence business at once, with a capital stock of two uiillions of dol- 
Inn*, one million of which will he sold, and the ])roceed.s appropriated aa a working capital. 
Oidy twejtf y \)cr cent, of this will be re(|niied on snh^t ription, and not more than ten per 
cent., iu addition, will be called for within six months theieafter. This will furnish ample 
Aluds for placing the company in successful working order. Thirty days' notice will be 
given of any assessment In the event of more capital being needed, a.s the busines.s of the 
company is exteu<lcd, the board of trustees have power, under the articles of aasociatioD, to 
increase it as t he uccessitiea of the case may reqniie, by their giving thirty days* notice to the 
original stockholders. 

The hooks for subscription to the capital stock o( the company are open at the bankfalg 
otlice of ^Viln:< ..ln^^ Coiiiwell Ileck.Hcher, No. 5 Kewfltieet, xiew York, where foil es> 
planations will be given by the undersigned. 

I. L HAYES. riee-PreiubBl. 



[EndMnn No: 8.] 

Unofficial.] WaSBIXGTON, October, 24, 1865. 

Siu : "^'nur tavor Of yesterday, rehitiug to my correspondence with the eonsnl general of 
Mexico in the United States, in regard to certain so-called grants piven by the usnqier of 
Me.xico, and encloeing a cop;|r of your letter to the press on that subject, has been received. 
I will answer it, in an unofficial manner, in the same frank spirit you say has dictated yours. 

If yon are an American citizen, and have at heart the broad interest of this continent, c.hieliy 
rej)re-( ii'ed by the Utnted ."^tates, I confess that I cannot understjiud wh>' you, iu vour ca- 
pacity of an American citizen, should so iiur recognize Maximilian as to ask for an4 receive 
grants from him, as if he represented the national antbority of Mexico, and should aflerwftrds 
oiLTHiiize a company in the leading city of this eonntry 'if jiromiueut au<l influential Americau 
citizens, which must, by necessity, give their 8U]u*ort aud throw all the weight of their iuflu* 
cnce towards the autrngation and enalavement of Mexico, and the conseqnent hnmiliation of 
their own countiy. 

I coufess that I cannot, eitlu r, understand how Amorienn cai)ital transferred to Mexico* 
nnder tbe Frent h and Maximilian, will lie a support for the independent cause iu that eonntry* 
Were that so, the best policy lor the United Staler, if they wish to det'cri l tht Mpxicfm 
titmality and reijublicau iustitutious on this continent, would have beeu lo recogui/.e at oiico 
Maximilian ana establish fi-iendly relations with him. 

It has never seemed improper to mo, sir, that American capital and American energy should 
be employed in developing the resotirces of Mexico, nor that companies composed of Auieriean 
eiti/.4 iiH lor the purpose of fai il: ratiiig roimiiereial intercourse between Mexico and the I'liitt'd 
i^lutes should be established, lu several addresses that I have nm<l<' in this country, all of 
which have been published, X have advocated diat policy, uot us my own uuly, but as tlU 



Digitized by Google 



DIPLOMATIC C0HSE8P0NDENCE. 



667 



policy of the ntitional government of Mexico. It is not {'■encniUy known in this coniifrv 
that the pres»'nt French intervnition in Me.\i<-o hii;< heen due, in a preat niCHsute, to tin- m i v 
desire of tlie Mexican {government of d'-vi lnjiiii^ tlie eountrj with American skill uinl ciipitaf, 
to tlie great regard it felt for the l.'uiteU :States as a people, and to a winli to iuiitate their 
womierful career by following in their footxtops. The French Emperor went to Mexico to 
overt lirow the very <;(ivfrumeiit w]i;''1i u i.^ A iiierican at heart, aUtt Openly aVOWed that in 
duinff HQ be iuteuUed tu check thejprugie.->'.H of the Uuitud States. 

If Maximilian, who is, and has been, bv hin position, without will of his own, and reflert- 
ing" only the Napoleoiuc jiolicy, ]in t( ti«|s nnw ti> i ncourap:!' Aiii*Ticans to develop Mexico, 
hiii object is a very clear one, uuJ ihac <ai!y to obtain support iu thiii country, di.siini>ointing 
finally sneh persons as may in good faith accept his grants, eren in case he couia remain 

there !nti;r enonrrli to liavc tin in dt vt lopi d. 

1 am .-tue ihert- was some uii;»uuderstandijig iu wliat you state wa:i your eoisver.sutiou wiili 
President Juarez on the subject of your conipuny under Mnximilan's grait! ~. rho Frcstdent 
of Mexico is too much in earnest in the present war, too patriotic a man, and he hm ti>«>much 
common seuse, to encouraf*e inanr way an enterprise calculated to pive aid and comf«»rt to 
the enemies of his country with whom he is at war. Besides, ho ci>uld not forfrct him^^ If so 
far as to set aside tlie laws of Congress and his ovvd, aud recent official declarations ou this 
•nfcject. He will be, I am sure, as much surprised as I have been when he hears that his 
Uiira.- has luin used to induce Ameiican capitalist-- to embark iu an enterprise whicbi of US' 
cessity, is, aud cauuut biA be, iuimical to him-self and to his country. 

There is another feature in your company M-hich makes it still more inimical to the national 
cause of Mexico. According;' to artii l'- l-t of Maxitiiiliairs praiit^. uiid to aitieli! 1st of the 
first contract you signed witli his so-rjil'.t d minister of fouieuto, your comjiauy " hinilt^ ilfrlj'to 
transport a I the nniltrial of trnr of MuiiinUiriH with a reduction of ten p<-r cent, upon the 
prices adopted t*or lh«- public," and by tliat |ti'ovi>io!i you not only give moral aid and supjwrt 
to the invaders of M^-xico, but also au ell- etive material aid. ^ 

I am .sorrj' I Laiiuot avail myself of the opportunity to try the good faith of your company, 
by accepting the shares you kindly otl'er uit* for those persons in whom I have couliduucc uud 
may designate, '* to become shareholder)* of your company upon the .same ternfs as those who 
ar>- j>iilt!ii !y solicitt d to take an interest in it." My duty and my -i'f.s<' of liou-'i-, Iw-iidt s 
Other cousidcratious of decorum and propriety, forbid me Iroui aiding iu any way uu under* 
takini? which I am sorry I cannot see in other li^ht but as inimical to my country. 

Til'- I'reiicli l',tn]ii r> aud his u<r<-iits in >fexic<:i, rt-pi . -cnting compiest ami l':< -.riri-.u, a.e 
avowed aud open enemies of the republic of Mexico uud its defenders, representing Aun-rieau 
nationality ana republican institutions, if yuu have been acting in good faith with the in* 
vaders, j'ou certainly cannot be friendly to the republic; and, rtri- rr r.^a, if you act in ;.:^oim1 
faith with the republic, you certainly cannot be a friend of Maxinuliau. It is for you to de« 
cide which is the wisest conne to follow, btit in either case yon must accept the conse 
quences. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your most obeUient servant, 

M. ROMERO. 

£. DE CuuttciLLON, Esq., New York City. 



r Enclosure No. 7.] 

C05Sl L.VDO f; F.N I.HAL Dli L.V RePLULICA MEJICANA EN LOS ESTADOS U.VIDO.S, 

New York, October 84, 1805. 

To the Editor of the Htn/ld : 

Mr. Eugene do Courcillon, who signs liimself " president of the Mexican Expr»"s.s Com- 
pany,*' has addressed to me a communication, under date of yesterday, which I see also ap- 
]x>nrs in your columns of t)ii> inonitng. I have to ask the leoowed favor oi the courtesy at 

your hands of ."space for a lew words in reply. 

Mr. dc Courcillon states in his communication that in the month of Mav last Maximilian 
was pleiL^ied to grant to him and such persons (American citizens) as might oecODlOCUtsociatcd 
with him au exclusive privdege for carrying on an express business between Mexico and the 
United StJites, and gmtranteeing, so far as he could do so, protection to tlu' ( ompuny and its 
business; that after the grant ot this decree he had an interview with Fa'sideut Juarez in 
Chihuahua, in which he stated to him with entire fmnkness that he had obtiuned a decree 
from Maximilian for ili'- purpose of forming an expv< >> l oinpany to transact ln:sin< ss iM twt en 
Mexico, the Uoited States, aud elsewhere, aud that he uropooed tu interest tlun in An ciieau 
cittsensand American capital; that President Jnares aavised him that he had uocdijcction to 
the formation of 'inch a company as he prop<<s«-d. a:id that it was tli-'ti nn<l always Imd lu i u 
his desire, knowing, as Iu; supposed, the wishes and desiri'S of the Auu iU an ji. opL- in rejjaMl to 
the form of goveruiuent to prevail iu .Mexico, to have American citizens and A rueriean capital 
jK-rruaiiently transl'erred to Mexie<i ; aii<l that ^rl ^ideMl .Juarez remarked that this was the 
couunou-acuse view of the nuitter, and that certainly there could be no objectiuu to huviug 
American capital invested in Mexico for the purpose of conducting an express busmcss. 
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Thc'so Htntcmpnts 'w'hich I Imvo qnotf^d sliowvpry clonrly the position of tho "Moxioiin F.x- 
pro-s Compauy." Tlicy pruvc too much to hv satist'uctory either to PresitU nt Juari-z or to 
Alaximilian. 

It seems that nftor having obtained his grant from Maximilian, vrbom be fails to stvle 
"emperor," feclirifr somewhat doubtful about the future validity of concessions In Mexico 

from an Aiistriiin Hrciidiiki', he prociTcIod to "havoiui iiiloivicw witli I'rcr-i'lcut Juarez." 
What was tliu iicccssi^y or eveu uropri«ty of thin " iuterviuw/' if Maximili&u was and is to 
continue to be the government or Mexico f In this intervTew President Jnares advised bim 
that it was then, and always had befn, his desire to huve American citizens and American 
capital pemianently transferred to Mi-xico, and that there could he no ohjection to having 
AiiH-rican capital invested in Mexico tor the purpose of cuuducting^ an express business. 
This is uudouhtedly tnie. President Juarez lm> always heen lavoruhle to the introdurtion »»f 
AniericuD capital and American enterinise into M« xico, and every one of the boasted enter- 
prises of material improvement, for the adoption of which so mach Credit is claimed by bis 
partisans for Maximilian, had already heen ttie suhject of liheral cimce»8ions from hisgovem- 
lueut long before even the name of Maximilian was known in Mexico. Bat it is not tnie that 
i*re.»id» nt Juiuez desires that American capital shall be introduced into Mexico under conces- 
mvm from the false and spurious goverunient of Maximilian, which is sustained onlj bjr the 
pr' scnce of foreign bayonets, and which is shedding the blood of thousands upon tbonaands 
of Mexican •■itizens, whose nuly rriuif is that tlu/y are >.trn;.'^rliii;r to jire^eive lia' free institu- 
tions and the iudepeudeuce of their country. It would hv tin iuttu'lt lu tho cuiumun sense as 
well as patriotism of Preeident Jnares to suppose for an instant that he can look with fkvor upon 
enterprises which give their moral support to the invaders of his enuntry by recognizing them 
an lawful and legitimate auth<>i -ii ami soliciting aud acce^Jting concessions from them. 
Were there no laws prohibiting^' > i ii eonr-e. tlio ttoble patriotism of President Juarez would 
alone reuiL r this iuijiossible. He does de-.lre to see American eiiteq)ri.ses eslablishiil iu 
Mexico, but he does U||t desire that they shuuUl ht ek ilie auspices uf the invaders of his coun- 
try, who are attempting its lite and to drive him, an exile, from his native laud. I make these 
^ almost uunecessaiy explanations simply to call the attention of the public to a view of the 
questions whifh they may for a moment have overl«K)ked. I{«'publicnn institutions are not to 
be overthrown upou this continent, ind it is therefore of iutc'rest to know on wbich side tbOSO 
who are about tu invest thvir money in Mexico lieairo to place themselves. 

But with reference to this ox^iress cr)m(>any there is a more serions view to takew Its sole 
title in Mexico is that confaiiu d in u so-, ailed ileeiee i<siied aii<l sifxued by Maximilian, and 
dated May J5, ItHjo. Article first ol lliib tio-callcd decrc** is ha follows: "It la conceded to 
Dr. de Conrcillon. in conformity with an aet of association presented to our minister of fo- 
mento, toc-tablish tluonohout the emjtire, tuuKr the title of ' f'/pTrso drl F.iiiuerio Mi i irano,' 
a company (or ihu transj)ortntjoii of trik\elier8, uiercliamliM', irails," Ac. Article seeond is 
as follows : " Our gpovernmeut, iu order to help and proteet the said company, engap's itstdf 
to use tho services of the express for the transportation of all the civil and military tiri^jht uf 
the said government, in conformity with a contract agreed upon between the couijtany and 
our respective ministers." And article seven is as follows: "The agents of the conipany in 
Mexico as well as abroad are authorized as official agents of coluoizatiun, and iu thiit'ca* 
parity are subject to the ordefS and diiections of our minister.*' Article first of the contract 
with the minister of fomento IB in these words : " De Conrcillon takes the oldigatiou to trans- 
port tho maUTHl of war and of admiuistrHtion with a reduction of ten per cent, from the prices 
adopted for the public^ and otherwise with the same conditions and terms as for the public." 

Does Mr. de Conrcillon mean that he showed this so-t nlh d decree to Prt sitleut Juarez, 
and that I'r. sldent Juarez approved of the procuring of capital in the United States for the 
] i| < f transporting the fliolencl for Maximilian with which be is waging war upon the 
3ie\ican jieoplt; f Does he mean to say that Presitlent Juarez, or the lefritiinate iMithorities 
of the republic, will hereafter look with favor upou those who are associating themsi'lves to- 
gether to aid French and Austrian soldiers in their bloody work of slaughtering my fidlow 
countrymes, of carrying desolation all over my country, and exterminating its inhabitants 
in the unholy attempt to force a European i>rince upon us as our ruler, to establish monarch- 
ical institutions where before a rtipublic h.ns existed f And is it citizens of this great, free 
lepublivof the United States, just emerged from the noblest struggle of all history in tho 
sup|iort of those institutions, wno are to join in this attempt? fhe question is not one of 
( -lalnisliiii^ T!-( In] enterprises in Mexico: it is wliether American citizens will join in the 
peipetratiou of a crime — as Mr. Motley justly calls it — the crime of the dusLructiou uf a free 
republic 

My eountry wa.s bare of arms when tin's unequal strupirle with Frnnre commenced. "Wo 
ha% < as yet been unable to obtaiu iheiu ; the United States has been closed to us as a sourco 
of supply, and we have nowhere else to look. Yet the struggle is still carried on, and to-day 
in ever)- part of the rej iiMic its citizens are spontaneously rising, nnd ate ••tferint: resist;ini »> 
to the extent of their means against the invader. If the peojde of the I'nited ^^taies will uos 
aid the liberal side, can we not at least i-xpect that they will refrain from civing their moral 
countenance and support on ilie side oi the P'rench f The bmtal and bloody decree of Max- 
imilian published to-day condemns to trial by cotirt-uiartial and death witliiu twuuty-fuur 
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honrn cv^ry ^foxtcan who continues to struggle for the freedom and independence of hit 
country. \\'\\\ Americanii add their influence on the side of the invader f I am glad and' 
pfDUd to belit'Vf tlii-K' an- wry few who, from motiv«\s of gfdn, Cfttt be SO baM* 
1 am, sir, very rospecti'ully, your obedient servant, 

J. N. NAVABRO, 



[Enclosure No. 8.3 

Tlir- conco^sion is sx^^neA by Maximilian, and Is dated May 15, 186& 

Article 1 is a.s follows : 

**It is conceded to Dr. de Conrcillon, in confurinity with an act of asjiociation presented to 

our iiiiiiislpr of fomonto, to cstnbli.xli throughout the empirf, iimlcr the tillv of ' Kxpreso 
del luiperio Mcxkiiuo,' a company for the trau»])ort>itiou of traveller^), meruhuudise, mails, 

&c., dtc. 

" Article 2. Our jrovemmcnt, in orJcr to liclp and protect the said company, engnjres itself 
to vam the services of the express for the tiauspui taiiou of all the civil and military freight of 
the said government, in oonfonnitj with a contiaet agreed between the eampany and our 
reepectiTe ministera. 

• • • • •••«• 

**A*TICLE 7. The agfuts of the company in Heideo, «• well as ahmml, nri> anthorized as 
ofTit ial M^nits of coloniMtion, and in that capad^ a» u^ttt lo tkt order* and directions of 

our iiiuitbttr.^* 

MAXIUILIAN. 

May 15, 1805. 

Thi.s i» followed by three contmets— oae for Ae oanying of fir^hlS aoothei for the mails, 

and anoth»jr for coloDizutiou. ^ 
In article 1st of the first contract is the following obligation : 

"Article I. Do Courcillou takes thr oblitration to transport the vmtfr'ul of irnr and of ad- 
ministration with a reduction of ten per cent, from the prices adopted for the public, and 
Otherwise on the same conditions as for thopoblic'* 

The contract is for niue years. 



Mr, Romero io Mr, Seward, 
[Translation.] 

MexicAN Legation in the U.mted States of America, 

Washingtoih October 31, 1865. 

Mr. Sbcretary : In addition to wbat I liad the bonor to commanicate to 
jaa in tbe note I addre^^rd to yon on the 27th of the month which ends to-day, 
in rolrttion to cei-tain pvctendcd concessiions made by the usurper Maximilian, 
and especially to the so-called company of the '* Imperial Mexican Express," 
I have now the houor to eeud to the department au extract from the New York 
Herald, of eaid date, which contains a letter irom Mr. Conrcillon, president of 
Buch company, in which, laying aside his first idea of causing it to oe believed 
that his protended concession was sanctioned by the national government of 
Mexico, and even liad been obtained to the advantage of said govenunent, 
he ahow tj what ia and has been his real object. 

I avail of this (<]'|i ortuuity to renew to you* Mr. Secretary, the assurances 
of my most distinguished consideration. 

M. BOME&O. 

Hon. William U. Sbwabd, ^v., ^ 



[Endosnre No. 1.] 
THE MEXICAN EXPBESS COM PANT. 

New You, Oeleier S6, 1866. 

To the Editor of the lit raid : 

I do not propose to enter into auj controversy with Mr. J. N. Navarro, consul general of 
CK-PkeBident Jnares at this port i bat as I obeerve that Ida miunterjoetation of mj interriew 
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with the cx'Prosident has heon repeated in other quartor.s, I bop leave, through your conrfef»y, 
to say that, representing a busineAS coutraot with tlu- fTdvernnu ut of the cmpt ror Maxinjiliiin. 
I simply wished to Icnrii from cx-ra'sidcut Juarez wlu'tluT tlit* convoys of the Muxinni Kx- 
prc»8 Company passing through regions occupied bv troops or guerillas acting under his 
ordetv would be molest*^. He asnnrsd me they would not be, ana I consider the assurance 
CTeditnhlo to liis pcfMl ■^i tis-o. As lie no lonjr^'r, linu i vcr, is'-ucs any orders on Mexican BOilf 
the whole matter haii L-ea^ud to have any importance lor mybclf or my company. 
I am yotur venr obedient servant, 

£. D£ COUBCILLON. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero. 

Dbpabtmbnt up Statb, 

WoMkmgiomt Kovemher 1, 1865. 

Sir: Yonr oommunication of tbe S7th of October was reoeiyed on the 28lli 
of that montli, and the one of the 3l8t on its date. 

In relation to the oponUion.'' of an exproes company which you represent as 
having been organized in this country, with views injurious to the republic of 
Mexico, I have the honor to inform you that ihi^ goverumeut has uo knowledge 
on the subject otherwise than what is furnished by yonr note or derived from 
the newspaper jness. If citizens of the United States, or other persons re- 
eiding therein, shall, whether In' virtue of any chart'T wliieh that company 
« may have or may pretend to have, in any way infringe the laws or treaties of 
the United States, or the law of nations, affecting the republic of Mexico, proper 
measures will be promptly tak.ea to prevent or redress the wrongs which may 
be meditated or committed. 

I shall deem it a favor to receive informnfion on the .«nl>j<'ct from any quarter. 

I avail myself of thin occa.^ion to renew - to you, sir, the aasurances of my 
modt di;:itinguitfhed couiiideratiou. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Sefior MaTIA9 BOMEBO, ^r., Sfc., Sfc., 

Watliittgton, D. (X 

P. S^InstmctionB to this effect have abeady been given to the prosecuting 
officers. 

W. H. S. 



XiieuienafU General Grant to Mr. Seward. 

HBAoaOABTBBe Armies of thk Unitkd Statbs, 

Wathington, D. Nowmber 1, 1865. 

Sir: I have the honor to forward for your perusal the prospectus of the 
l^fexican Kx])n'fjs Company, fonning in Xew York city for tlie undoubted pnr- 
poae of aiding the imperial goveriunent of that country, and also some blips 
taken firom New Yoric papers throwing some light upon the subject. 

Your particidar attention is re^pecUwly called to the article taken from the 
New York Conrricr dej^ Etals Unis. 

Very respectiully, your obedient servanti 

U. S. G11AM\ 

Lieutenant GenenU* 

Hon. William H. Sewabd, 

Secretary of State. 
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[Enclosure No. 1 .] 
THE Ai£JUCAM EXPRESS COMPANY. 

Nxw YoBK, (kUAv 26, 1865. 

lo the Eliior of the Herald: 

I do nr>t propose U* enter into any controvergy with Mr. J. N. Navarro, conHul peneral of 
•Pre8i<i(-nt .Jiiiinz lit tiiis poit ; bat as I olM<-rve that bis misintiTpretiition of my inter* 
ew with the ex-l'resident has Kt-en rcp«' it< <l in other qnHrt«T«, I ht-u: Icnve. throiiirli roar 
courteny, to say that, representing a biisinc-s contract willi tlu- fi«tvernujer»t of the Krapt-ror 
Maximilian, I nimply wikhed to Iciirn from ex-President J nitri /. whetiier the convoys of the 
Mt'xiciiii ExprcHS Company pasgint^ thruu<j;lt rc^'ion'^ ocrtiplf i liy troops* or i,'iif'rillas ac tinfj 
uiulcr iiitt ordersi would ba molctitcd. He a<>Hured me they w<»uld nut hv, and I consider the 
assurance creditable to his good sense. As he no longer, however, issnen any orders on 
Mexicn!) soil, the whole matter ha>;< t ,m(1 to have «d J Importance for mjrselfor my company. 
I am your very otwdivot aeivuut, 

E. DB CX)UB Jfim, 

[Bodosttie No. S.] 
THE MEXICAN EXPRESS OOMPANT. 

fhAeEdUartfthiBeraU: 

I ol>K<*rve in your journal of tliis morning an article purporting to he eiirnod bySefior 
Bomero as &Iexiuin minister at Wiishiii^'ton. Srildr Uomero states that it has come to 
his Icnowli'di^e tliat certain speculators of this country have obtained protended coiuessions 
from the lit luh au'ent^ in Mexico— that is to say* from the so-called ini|M'[iiil ^nvernruentof 
Maximilian for tlir «-.«talilishnn'nt of an ''Xprfs? company, proposed to In* ctyl- d the "Iim- 
IK'fial Mrxicau £xprcs<i," aud that, in oidt^r that no one may be deccive^l, Seiior Uomero 
re(|uests the publication of certain Mexican decrees, made in I>ecember, 1863, and June and 
July, 18<;3. 

In antnver to so much of Seilor Komoro's article as relates to the e.xpress company noiv 
being formed for the traasaetton of express bosioess between the United Htates and Mexico* 
I have to state that in tf:- month of May last Maximilian was pi-- i>. d fi> '^v.\nt to myself 
and to such persons (Ameiicau citizcDs) as might become associateil with mu an exclusive 
privilege of carryinK on an express business between Mexico and the United States, and 
gnaranteeinp. so fir as he could do go, protection to tlu- C' lnjiiny and its business. After 
the granting of this decree, I had an interview with President Juares, in Chihuahua, in 
which I stated to him, with entire frankness, that I bad obtained a decree from Maximilian 
for the purpose of (onning an expres^s company to trmisact busitifss l»etwcen Mexico and 
the United States and elsewhere, and that I proposed to interest therein American citiseosand 
American ospitaL President Joares advised me that be had no objection to the formation 
of stieh a company as I proposed, and tliat it was then, and always iiad l)cen. his desire, 
knowing, as he supposed, the wishes and desires of the American people in regard to the 
form of government to prevail in Mexico, to have American citizens and Amerfnaa capital 
permanently transferred to Mexico. He rt-marked that this was the oomm(m*senM view of 
the matter, and thatcertiiinly there could be no objection to having American capital invested 
In Mexico for the purpose of conducting an express busineM. 

1 re()cate<l these assurances of President Juarez to gentlemen of New Tork, whO have be> 
come interested with me in the formation of a Mexinin express company. These pcntlemen 
are too well known in the city of New York, and in the United States, iu connexion with 
expresses already In «icce8BfoI opemtion, to need any defisnoe against » charge of **spectt- 
lators." 

I have sent copies of this letter to Mr. Navarro, Mexican consul, and tu Seizor Romerow 
I am, very respectfully, yoor obedient aervant, 

Fraidtnt qf Uu Makan Ezprtsa Company, 

[Bncloaore No. S.— Tmaslation.] 
J^vm Of " Qmrritr det EUtU Unit;' New Tork, Odoier 2i, 1865. 

Mr. Ifatfas Romero has deemed it propi r to revive a collection of decrees and laws f^om 

the so-called republican gov < i rniicnt of .M xir >. \<]i'h li declare all the jrr.ints made by the 
legitimate government null and void. Tliis c>tntii,s«-d iicupof [)ru(f>ts without force are re- 
printe«l in consequence of the tstablishment, in New York, of the " Mexican Express Com- 
pany," to which capitalists and influential pcieont have anbecribed, and among them Mr. 
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Cl^uence 5Vwnr(1. a nophcw of the S*>cr<'< try of State. The anogMiOB of iheageatiof Joans 
agieen j)< rK < tly with thi; fiirco of their lit iu. 

If thinking' men, HUch an Mr. Clarence Sewnrd, take paiiiti enterpiliee patnmfandi by tllO 
empire, it is iK-nuirti' tlicy believe in ite stiiliillty ; for the gj^nie reason no ni;in of me.'ins will 
commit hioiStlf to this fancy loan. In order that this speculHtion shouhl have any chances 
of 8uccct«;, it would he neoemry that the United States aboiild be determined to wage war 
against Mfxim anfl Franc<', an«l the most simple common genJ5e, notwIthst.iiKHng the ambif?- 
UOU8 words of the Secretary of State, which people seek to interpret^ and which were only 
flpoken in order to partially satisfy the radical aapporters of the Monroe doctrine— the mort 
simple common pense, wo repeat, indicates th it tin' cabinet of Washington will not become 
the Don Quixote of a cause which numbers among its advocates so many competitors of 
Qlnes do FMsmonte. 



Mr, Seward to Lieutenant Oeneral GranL 

DbPABTMBNT of STATBt 

WathingUmt November 1* 1865. 
General: I have tlie honor to acknowledge the reeeipt of your letter of 

this date, encloBiup: for my perusal tlift proe«poctU8 of the Mexican Express 
Company formiii}^ in New York city, and the three slips taken from New York 
papers, throwing some light ujfoii tlie operations of that company, with the view 
of aiding the so-called imperial govemmeDt of Mexico. 

In reply, I have the honor to state that the proper measnreB have been 
ado].t<'d by this departnieiit to prevent a violation of the laws of the United 
Smtps, and the existing treaty stipulations between the United States and the 
iNUxicjiu republic. 

In this connexion, I transmit for your InfonnAfclon a copy of my note to 
Sefior Aomero, of this date, upon the same subject, a copy of which has also 

been forwarded to 0. A. Seward, Cfq., of New York. 

I'^ou will be pleased to accept my thanks for the information communicated 
by you to ihij} department. 

I have the honor to be, general, your most 'obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

Lieutenant General U. S. Grant, 

Commanding Armies of the United States, WathingUm, D, C. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Dickinson. 

Dbpartment op State, 

Washington, Nor<'?/il)rr 1, 186 5. 

Sir: Information has been received at this depairtment of the formation of an 
express company in the city of New York, styled the *' Mexican Express Com- 
pany," for the purpose of aiding the sO'Called imperial government of Mexico. 

You will adopt prompt measures to prevent a vidation, in this connexion, by 
citizens of the United Slates, or by other persons residing therein, wlietber by 
virtue of any charter which that company may have, or may pretend to have, 
in any way infringing the laws or treaties of liie United States, or the law of* 
nations, alfecting injuriously the republic <^ Mexico. 

Y'ou will diligently watch the operations of this Mexican Express Company, 
and act in the premises as your sound judgment and discretion shall dictate, 
with the view of preventing any violation of tbe just obligations of this govern* 
ment towards the constitutional and recognized government of Mexico. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Daniel S. Dk kin«o\, K?q., 

U. S. District Atiornet/, Southern District of New York, If, Y, 
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The Secretary of State to Clarenre A, Seward, 

Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

Wcuhvngtom, Nocemher 1, 1865. 

Sir : I transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter addressed 
by me, to day, to Sefior Mati.ts ilomcro, tlie envoy extraordinary and minister 

Slenipoteutiary of the Mexican republic, which relates t) the I'ormation of the 
[ezican Express Company, recently organized iu the oily of New York, and 
with which you iappear to be connected. 
I am, Bir, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Clarb.nce a. SewarDi Esq., New York. 



Mr. Ramcro to Mr. Hunter, 
[Trauslation.] 

Mbxican Legation to the Umted States of AMKRrrA, 

Waxhington, January 21, 1SG6. 

Mr. Acting Secretaky : In my note of the 27th of October, 1SG5, to your 
department, relatire to grauts made by the Austrian ex- Archduke Ferdinand 
Maximilian, to citizena of this conntiy, to create some interest, among other 
objects in favor of usurpation, in the United States, aud specially to the 80-called 

Imperial Mexican Express Company," formed in New York, by virtue of one of 
those pretended grants, I transmitted (Xo. 4) the copy of a letter atldrefsed 
by Mr. de Coui-cillon, president of the said company, to tlie New York 
press on the 23d of October, and printed the next day, of which he sent me 
a copy, with his letter to me of the .-^ame date, and which I tranf^niitttd to the 
department, as No. 3. In the first of tin so It Mcr:^ Mr. dc Coiircillon, in order to 
induce citizens of this country to take part in iiis .i[>( eniation, assured them it was 
sanctioned by President Juarez, and he used the following language: 

** After the granting of this decree, (that of the nsurper,) I had an interview with 
Pjresident Juarez in Chihuahua, in which I stated to htm with entire frankness 
that I had obtained a decree from Maximilian for the purpose of fonning an ex- 
press company to transact business between Mexico and the United States, and 
elsewhere, and that Ipropuscd to interest therein American citizens and Amer- 
ican eapUal, 

*< President Jnares advised me that he had no ohjection to the formation of 

Fnch a company as I proposed, and that it was then, and always had been, his 
desire, knowing, as he supposed, the wishes and desires of the American people 
in regard to the form of government to prevail in Mexico, to have American 
dtiaens and American capital permanently transferred to Mexico. 

** He remarked that this was the common-sense view of the matter, and lliat 
certainly there conld be no objection to having American capital invested in 
Jklexico for the purpose of conducting an express business." 

It immediately occurred to me that what Mr. de Courcillon had asserted conld 
not be true, and I told him so in the letter I addressed to him on the 24th of 
October, a copy of which I sent to your department. No. 6, with my note above 
referred to. I communicated these facts to my government in due time, as was 
my duty, and to-day I received an answer from the President of the Mexican 
republic, dated El Paso, December 22, IbGo, aud enclose you acoj)yofit. 
Yon will see by it that President Juarez informs me that he has never sanc- 
tioned that project of Mr. de GonrdUon, or anybody else, founded on the 
QSQiper's grants^ nor could he do anything so contrary to the law and dignity 
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of the Mexican nation, andtliat be never .before beard of Mr. de OonreOIon'and 

his project. 

I think ]no|)rr to mnko yon acf]uaiii1( d with this circumstance at the present 
time, us a tiiiun- r< icn-ncc In this and similar affairs, inten(lin{; at the same time 
to tianbuiit the otiicial uuswur of Mr. Lerdo de Tcjada, Mexican minister of 
foreign affaire, to mj oommuQieationa of last October, aa aoon aB it comes to 

hand. 

I embnice tliis opportunity to renew to jou, air, the assurance of my dia- 
tinguidhed conaideration. 

M. ROMEEO. 

Hon. William Huntbr, ^. 



[Copy.] 
(Extract.) 

Chihuauoa, December I, 1865. 
ooootioeo 
I am much obliged to you f6r the Infoniwtion yon have given me of Hr. de Coardllon'i 

MSUlUptiuDS. 

Ihe geotlemnn is very much mistaken if he thinks I can approve of what has neTer 

come to my knuwl«-<lge. 

eo oooeoo 

BENITO JUAEEZ. 

Mr. JnAM M. NATAaao^ JbrA. 



[Copy.] 
(Extract.) 

El Paso, December 22, 1865. 
Mt DiCAa PBnam : e e o yoti did exactly right to deny the rep- 

rcseiitatioii df Mr dr Conrcillon that ho bad my sanrtion, or cxp^rtcil to luiv- it, to cany 
out hiA Maximilian grunt. Neither tu bim nur to anybody el&e have I oll'eied thingii con- 
trary to the law and th« dignity of our coantij. Moreover, I had never beftwe heard of 
the geotlemiin or hi.-; proji.'ct.s, • • • e o 

Your aQcctiouate friend, 

BENITO JUABEZ. 

Vefior Don MAdAf Bonao^ Wtukkigttiu 



Mr. Romero to Mr. Hunter* 
[Tnuulation.] 

Mbxicax Lbqaton in tbb Untbd Statbs of Amrrica, 

Washington, Janvary 28, 1866. 

Mr. Acting Si ( riKTARY: I have tlie lionor to inform you that I have jut't 
received the reply ot my government to my communication of October, 1S65, 
relating to the so-called grants of French agents in Mexico to citizens of this 
country, of which I spok*- in my h'tter of the 2lBt instant 

In accordance with what 1 said on that occnsiou, I now have the honor to 
send to your deparrment, for the information of tlie government of the United 
States, copies of two notes addressed to me on that .^ubjt-ct by Mr. Lerdo de 
Tejada, minister of foreign relations of the Mexican republic, dated at Paso del 
Norte, the 26tb of December last, and numbered 415 and 4 J 6. 

I embrace this occasion to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my distin- 
guished consideration. 

M. R0M£110. 

Hon. WiLUAM Huntbb, igc., 
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No. 41ft.] DlPAKlMBlY Off FOEnOH RlLATIOm 

OniOBOf Rl'^LATloX!^. AVKIMi-W SkCTIOX, 

I'mo del Norle, Jferember 26. lSfir>. 

In your not<>« nnmlwred 503, 616, 520, 523, 526, and 527, duted tb« 17tb, 2lsi, 2^ih, 
26th, and 27th of OctoV)«r hvn, and their enclosures, jou informed me of tlie Attempts of 
the U'iurper Maximilian to briln; pcrsonfl of infliicrtct' in that country, wnd «'V»mi public men, 
by meios of gnints, p*rticul;irly tU.*t for a coinp.iuy to estiblish a " Mfxic;ia txprcss," in 
which company ti^'ures Mr. Clareooe A. Seward, ex Assistiut Secretary of St^vte. nephew of 
the Socretjiry of State, and a promhient cliiseQ of Now Yorl^ ia tlie three-fold character of 
truRtees. secretary, and couuH«llor. 

You also informed me of thobad effect on the interest of onr country this mnnexloo of 
Mr. Clarence A. Seward'a natne with the said company hiul. ( aii-tii:: liirlit-tbinking pen«ons 
to Wlieve that, becautk) of his olhoial and parental relations witii the honcuable William 
H. Seward, this circumstance interpreted the i<leag and sympathies of that distinguished 
8tate»<man, and ttven of the govemmeat of the United States, as hi favor of Maximilian's 
usurpation. 

You finally hlfbrmed me of what you had said about tli. nullity of those frrant**, pub- 
lished in the newspapers of that country, arifl what you hiul said about them in varion^ in- 
terviews witli citizens of th.it republic, and the note y<ju addressed to Mr. Sewiinl on the 
subji i t (111 the 27th of October last. 

I liiive ^'iven an account of all this to the citizrii President <>f the re|)uMic, who approves 
of your diti.;4erit anti enlightene l zeal in thi.s but^inc^s, uikI hm nu duubt but you will con- 
tintte to act with the same energy and interest. 

I iTi. iiti >iK il to you. in another note, that you could publish or not what T had cominu- 
nicuu i to >ou about the nullity of Maximilian's granto, and about the falHehu<jd of Mr. 
< oui iilon, who Rtyles himself president of the bompMy, in saying he had obUJned the 

I'rr.sidi ut's approbtitiou. 

I lukture you of my attentive consideration. 

IMKDO DX TEJADA. 

Citisen Matias Romkbo, Envoy Extraordinary and Mii 'r'ffr 

FUn>poUntuiry/r<m the Mexican RtpubUc at Wathtngton CUy, D. (7. 



No. 416.] Dbparti»!(T or Fobiion Relations 

AMD CtoriBKMKNT, American Se(tion, 

Pofn dd Xurte, DrrcnUr 2(1, l^Cut. 

In your note of the 24th of October lust, No. 520, with its enchmuit's, you comiQuuiuitcd 
io me what the consul general of the Mexican republic in New Yoric had published in the 
p ipers of thnt city, 'it your request, about the nullity of the {iretended grants of Maximilian 
to a company trying to bo organized, to establish a *' Mexican express." and what Mr. Eu- 
gene de Conrdlton, as president of the above company, had poblisbed in the same papers in 
answer to the Mexican consul 

The declarations of the congress and government of the Mexican republic have l>ucn very 
Sequent and explicit concerning the nnliity of authoritative acts the French agent in Mex< 
ico and French intervention bstve j red iuled to enforce. In the war liept up by the inter- 
vention and Maxim'diuu against tiiu independence and sovereignty of Mexico, they can ex»-r- 
cl«e no legitimate authority in the country because their acts have no foundation by right, 
and ;tre only enfotc<'d 1>y abuse of power r»nd use of fnn ii^'n biyonets So tiie legitimato 
aut)ioritic4 of the re^>ublic have never recognized, nor will they evui recognize as valid, any 
acts whatever of the intervention and the Prencli agent, Maximilinn, because they have no 
priiiriple of biw nor any souri c uf Ic^'itirnate authority t > pa-s tlieui. 

In this publication Mr. de Courcillun wiys, that after obtaining tiie pretended grants from 
Maximilian, in May \a.A, he had an Interview with the President of the lepnblio, nt-Chlboa- 
hu I, iitiii he said he h id no objection to maite to the formation of a *' Mexican wpress" 
company, nor to its pretended grants. 

* It is to be presumed that this assertion of Mr Conrdlton would api)ear very unlikely at 
once to every person of common sense. The Presiilent has instructed me to tell yon lie 
said no such tiling to Mr. Oourcilion ; that ho did not speak with him in Chihuahua i does 
not know him ; never spoke with him anywhere, nor ever had any Intercourse with him by 

^ writing, nor in any other way, at any time or place, directly or indirectly. 

I think I can also assure you, from rrliable sources, that Mr. Courcillon has not been in 

> Chihuahua siaoe May last, and it appt.ii.i, uLso, he never was tai Gbihoahuaat any previous 
\ period. 

I assure you of my very attentive consideration. 

LERDO DE TEJADA. 

> Citiaen Matias Romrro, Envoy ErtraoTdinnry and SBaiMtr 

Fkmpotmitiary the Mexican Stpubhe at Wukb^lonf D. C. 

* 
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Mr. tScward to Mr. Romero, 

* 

Department op State, 

Washington, January 31, 1S66. 

Sir: 1 have tlic honor to aclcnowlcflp' the receipt of your two coraraunica- 
tioQB of the and 28th iu&tuut, with their respective accompanimeuta, rela- 
tive to the fonnation of an express company in the dtj of New York, under 
a grant emanating from the bo- called emperor of Mexieo, and which you are 
ph ased to eommnnicate for the information of the gOTemment of the United 
btatcB. 

Thanking you for your kind courteey, I avail myeclf of this opportunity to 
renew to you, sur, die assurance of my vei-y distinguished considemtion. 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Sefior Matias Bombbo, , !^-r., .y., 

Was/iingtoH, C, 



PBE8E11T CONDmON OF AFFAIB8 IN THE BEPUBUC OF MEXICO. 

Mr, Romero to Mr, Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mexican Legation to the Umted States of Aimkrica, 

Washington^ July 9, 18C4. 

Mb. Secretary : At the interview with which, on my return from Mexico, 
yon had the kindness to fkvor me on the 20th of November of the hist ycar» 
you were pleai^ed to communicate to me, wliile referring to what had occurred 

m relation to Mexico near this government durinj^ my absence from the 
United Statos, that ex-Geucral D. Joee Domingo Cortex had prof^rnteil iiiiiipelf 
at your department, calling himself the representative of the Mexican States of 
Sonora, Sinaloa, Chihuahua, and Durango, and the territory of Lower Galifoniia, 
and had solidted the annexation of those States to the United States. As was 
my duty, I eommimicat d each intelligence without loss of time to the Mexican 
government, and fearing that thioiifrh the irregularity of the cdmnmnicatior.s 
my correspondence containing it might mi.scarry, and desirous that those im- 
mediately mterested should at once have notice of the steps which were taken 
in their name, I made the same commiinicationdirectly to thegOTernoisof those 
States of which Cortes called himself the representative. 

For rea.?oTis which I caniK^t understand, 1 have not yet received the insfruc- 
tions which 1 expected from my government on this important business, but I 
am sure that they can only come of the impoi-t which I had the honor to express 
to you at the interview referred to— that is, denying ahtJohitely that Cortes 
represents, in whole or in jtart, the said States, and showing that the States 
themselves have no right, with reference to the constitution, to enter aponagre€>- 
meuts of any kind with any foreign government, and that none are further than tb6 
people of the States mentioned (in view of the repeated proo& they have given 
of the purest patriotism through this period of trial) nom desiring to annexe 
themselves to any foreign eonntry. , 

There have couu; to my hands, however, answers to my respective commiuui- 
cations from the governors of the btates of Chihuahua and Sinaloa, which cor- 
roborate in everything what I have verbally stated to the department I was 
intending to transmit them to you, in conformity with ttereconmi' nd iiiuiiH ( nn- 
tained in iIk tii, m lu n 1 ? lu ulr! receive the instruction? oti thin suhject that 1 am 
awaitinj; IVoni the Inli ral ^(»\ eminent of ^lexico; hut having learned this morn- 
ing that D. Jose Uumingo Cortes has returned to the Uuitea States and is now 
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in Waeliington, and has addressed jour department in writing, I think it my 
duty, with the reservation of returning to occupy myself with this incident 
when I received the instructions referred to, to trani«mit to you a coj)y of the cun- 
munications which are in this legation from the governors of Chihualiua and 
Binaloa, and which show that Cortes is not in any manner authorized to speak 
in the name of those States, nor of any other in tlie Mexican republic, because 
they cannot be represented abrond except throui;h the agents of the federal gov- 
ennnent of Mexico; that he i.-? not known in the States whose representifiuu ho 
attempts to assume, and that the proposals he has allowed himself to make to 
this goyemment are formally and solemnly rehuked and repelled by the legiti- 
matel y constituted authorities thereof! 

The confidence I have in tlie Justice and Honnd judirment of tlie government 
of the United States induces me to address this coniinunication to it, rather to 
enlighten its opinion than for any other purpoise. If i had the least suspiciou 
that Cortes would be receiyed in this city as the duly authorised agent of any 
fraction of the Mexicait republic, and that his proposals, whatever they are, 
might be tflken into consideration, I should think it my duty to protest formally 
and without delay against such procedure and the arrangements Cortes might 
make. 

I avafl of this occasion to repeat to you, sir, the asanrances of my most dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

M. BOMEBO. 

Hon. William H. Seward. 4^., 4v., ^ 



[Enclosure No* 1.— Translation.] 

GoTlBiniBllT or tuk State or CninuAmTA, 

Chihuiihwi, January 11, 186i. 

Your note, dated 20th November last past, which I have received to-day, and the copy 
you send me of what yon addressed to llie department of foreign relatfons and government, 

of KHUie ('.ite. lit the city of San Luis Poto^i, have infortncil ine of the unpatriotic steps 
takeu with the minister for foreign ailuird of tliut republic, Mr. Seward, by oue D. Jo64 
Domingo Cortee, about the annexation to the United States of this State and thoee of the 
Pacifir r.) i*il, in order to free them from Freiu li intvrveiition. 

1 at uuco approve the assurances you m<-uitt to Secretary Seward, denyiog so culumnioua 
an Imimtation, and repudiating it as unworthy of any ;<ood Mexican ; and I assnre yon the 
gorernracnt in my chiirgo, and c«n also aver that the otijers in iiuestlon, are very far from 
entertaining such wretclie<i views, because, although it i» sure they will as far as possible 
resist French intervention, it is no lew sore that tliey [lant for and will at all hasards 
secure the nationality of Mexico, and its existing institutions ; being able to assure you, in 
fine, that not only if all news wanting here alK)ut the mission and character wliioh tiie naid 
D. Joije Domingo Ck>rte8 has attributed to himself, but that the existence even of Kuch an 
individiial it unknown, whose condign punishment you ili-m ind with ho much justice from 
the supreme government of the nation, to which on the first opportunity I shall render an 
account of this iocidcnt, and of this present reply, in Ci\6c the cominunicatioa from your 
legation may have gone astray. litbgratlfyfng to me to add to the previous explanattoniy 
and in reply to your note, the Msnranoes of my very distinguished oonaideiation. 

God, liberty, reform I 

. LUIS TEBBAZAa 

•CStizcn ^I. Rom FRO, 

In ctuiryt <^ iht Mexican Ligation to Ui» 



[Enclosure No, 2. — Translation.] 

Mexican Rki>l ulic, GovBBinuirr or rax Statb or SntALOA, 
Ain MnurrABT OoMMaimAiiGT, Massiuoi, Jofniary 24, 1864. 

Tn La TJlurfad. official journal <-f Pnranco, of the 8th instant, T paw published the note 
which your legation addresses to the governor of that State, and the reply to it, both papers 
37 i> c • • 
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reliitii :: (d the false niif^'on upon which theSpaniai d D. J<)p6 Domingo Cortes prospiifr ] hira- 
selt to the hccrftary of biiite of that republic. Mr Seward, uakiog propot^U t • auuex to the 
North AinerlcBQ confedenitlon the Htntes of Chlhttftbim. SoDora, DimiUKo, this and the 
territory of I/iwt-r Cili:" r uiji The aiU vnturer D. Jk. c Domii go CortcK uev« r hivs l>t tu a 
goveruor io thw couuti^', uor tnaiie represeutative of the States which he has bceu calumoi- 
attDf? to the cabinet of the Uniteil Ktatee of the north, b> dewMrlbtniir Ihem as diMxmtented 
with the coiislitiitioiial rule which g'^^i'i fif' ^^'H'l- <"i<^^ 8o falw.' and faithleM ill the actual 
ftrut'glu with the iiivu^iion as to wieh to throw thi iusclvps into the arniH of a neighboring 
nati'iii, nUher than to seek Kafety in battle, m they have done in seoding their coutiugenta 
of blood to till' iiit< 1 i< 1 . iiiid preparing with nieii and nuUerUl of war at their disposal to re- 
sist the Freiah and tmitors on their owu territory, where, as yet, they have not giincd in 
lavur of iutervenf ioti the vote of a ninyle settlemeut. unlesn such as liixn been forced from tboai 
by the colnpu]^^io^ of brute violt lue. I fill my duty as rcpreseatative of the State of Sinaloa 
by p-nnting out in this imte, for the itiforniitt ion of the government of tlie United States 
and conlu.-iou of the iiituguer Coitt^, the ful^elu)od and calumny he u?cd in his conference 
with Mr. Seward, in proposing to bim, in the name of the States mentioned, annexation to 
til l' ' oiuitiy. I ^elJ'l copj of thii* note to the suitienie g'.veniinent of the nation for ite 
propel application, an(i beg you to make it public, and to accept the a&tUiance of eett»:iu 
and consideration with which I lubMritw myself yoar obedient servant. 
Liberty and reform 1 

F. GARCIA MORALES. 

P. HNtMK, Seerelarjf. 

CItiien Matias Homero, 

Jfeneon Mmuur to Uu United Staia Ameriea^ Wathif^ltm. 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Romero. 

Dbpartmext of State, 

Was/iington, July 15, 1864. 
Sir : T liavc tlic honor to acknowl(>{l;:^e the receipt of your note of the 9tli 
in«>tjutt, with its accompaniment, rclatinj^ to the movemoits of ex Goneml Don 
Jos^ Domingo Cortes, of Mexico, and to oi^surc you that itd informatioa and 
suKestioDS will receive mj carefal attention. 

1 avnil myself of the occasion to xenew to yon, sir, tlie asenntncea of mj di»- 
tinguished consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

ScQor Matias Romero, ifc., Sfc., S{c^ 

Wtuhingiomt D. C. 



Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward. 

(Translation.] 

Mbxican Lbqation in the United States of Amerk a, 

W<uhingUmfMy 12, 1864. 

Mr. Sbcbetary: I have the honor to transmit to yon, for the information of 

the government of the United States, a copy of La Accion, Nci. li^, a paper 
published in the city of Saltillo, the capital of the State of Coahuila, under 
date of the l-Sth of June last, which contains au article written by Sefior 
Zarco, a distinguished Mexican writer, in which he very clearly demonstrates 
the impossibility for the French agent in Mexico to oomply with the pecuniary 
obligations he has contracted, even should his acts be binding upon the Mexi- 
can nation. 

1 do not doubt that the data and rnnarka contained in Haid article will be 
▼iewed with interest by the government of the United btuti-s. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, Mr. Secretary, the assuranceB 
of my most distinguished consideiatiott. 

M. &0MJ2:&0. 

Hon, William 11. Skwahd, V • ^^-^ ^f-. 

WashingCo»t C 
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[PVom La AccioD, Sallillo, June 18, 1884. — ^No. 28.] 



PRACnOAL OimCULTIKS IX THE WAT Or THK K-4TABUSUU&NT OF A MOXABCHT U MUIOO. 



From the rapid oxiiminatioii that we have ma le of thi» conrcntion of Minimnr. it 
apiK inj tliut besi'tcH the humiliations, the dishonor, and thrt sliameful pupilage which the 
Inexperienced AiLstri-ui prince han taken upon his project<-d empire, he hat itnptMed upon 
H a pecuniary burden of $ r2ri,;)Hn,000, which is n-quin-d for the paynu nt to Frmce of 
the expenses of her piratical expedition, the biro of her soldiers in continuing the monar- 
chical propairanda, the cost of the aemi'moiitbly steamers which are to Mnf( to the 
prottctinir army the ordt-rs of their Lrovcrnment, and in makinjj a sni;ill paynifnt nzx 
ccount for the French reclamations, which are all admitted and recognized, and are to 



llie manner of revision atlopted in tlie cnnvpntion for these rcclaniali ms and o'rtain 
antece^ient circumstanceti give foundation to the l>elicf that this last item is more expao- 
sfye than any other, aad that the archduke, whether Irom his ignorance of the ftusts or bj 
reason of his profound gratltade to Bonaparte, has not ventared to offer even the slightest 
ob|«cUon. 

As reeUunatlons have been the ostensible pretext of the war, and from them are to be 

8;Uisfii*<I the ex|>ectali<)ns of certain great per'»<in at:.^ about th-; court of the Tuillerios as 
well as enormous commissious, as has been seen iu tlie private correspondence of J<m ker, 
and M, dnoe the time of the conferences of Orlsaba, the French plenipotentiaries have 
constantly sought to state the amount of these reclamatioDS only in ruiin<i numi>ers and 
without any kind of examination, it is neces8<iry to bear in mind that only on account of 
the Jecker affair $15,000,000 are claimed, and $12,000,000 on account of other recla- 
mations which have never been even presented to any Rovernroent of the country. 

In order that the world may judge of the morality of these exactions, and that Iris 
Holiness Pope I'ius IX, who condemns usury, should not htsitutc to pronounce his blcfiHing 
u[K)ti <dl these affairs, it is well to recall that the fifteen millions of Jecker proceed from a 
loMn of $75<i,0()0, and that the twi-lve millions of other reclamations arise from a debt of 
only some hundre<ls of thoustuids of dollars. 

TbisaddiUon of $27,000,000 will prob ibly bear an interest of six per cent, per annum, and 
thus in a term of twelve years it will amount, with c^ipital and interest, to $4').440,000, 
making the total amount of the compromises of the conveatioa of Miramar reach the sum 
«f 9173,lt0,000. 

Sui>i«>sing this debt to France is only paid, according to f>ne of tho r\rticleR of the coti- 
ventiou.the sense of which is not very clear, in anaual payments of live millions of dol- 
larM, it will reeoltf that the new empire will have to send this trlbnte during a period of 

thirty-five years, from which will rci^nlf an cnorraons addition in the payraeiit of interest. 

We will now proceed to examine auuther financial transaction of the tirchduke, that i^, 
the contract for the loan. After deeigninf? it for fabulous sums, after Minister Fould had 

refurH (i Kranre as a surety for it, after tho KmpTor of Austria had declared lie would take 
no part in the business, and, finally, after the Kogiieh boud-holders had refused to enter 
Into the combtnaUon, the famous loan was reduced to the issue of titles for forty millions 

of <iollars. that had to bo disposed of iu the iiiaik' (sf Paris, Bru^^cl.s, Humburj;. and 
Amsterdam, at 63 per cent. I^t us suppose that speculators take ail these titles, Maxi* 
miltan loses, or, more properly speaking, cansea the empire to lose 37 percent, by this 
issue, or, what amounts to the same thiii^c, he only receives $27,200,000, acknowleiJsTs u 
debt of forty millions, and loses at once, on the principal alone, $12,800,000. But as he 
has to pay an annual interest of 6 per cent, for these forty millions, tho loss in twelve 
years will" be $28,800,000. 

'Vhf rostdt of all tliis is, that tho contract nnd loan give the new empire only $27,200,000, 
ajul in twelve years cc^st $227,500,000. The culcul 'tion is simple : a loss of $200,320,000. 
Ihis is a mngniticent first lessOD in economy, order and foresight, given by the monarchy 
to tlic republic ! Can a government tlms lu c^iunini; its existence keep np its credit to 
meet future obligations f It would In; a pbeuomeuon as new as it is inccxnj'rohensible. 
The empire, then, relies upon tho sum of $27,200,000, liardly enough for the tirst year, to 
defray the expenses of its inauguration and future splcnii'ir ; iumI nfter thnf. bnnUruptcy 
and poverty, as it is easy to demonstrate, and the gbH>my coiivictii-n lii.u Napoleon basely 
deceived the aichdukc, when he told him that he w.-u going to seat him on piles of goM 
and silver instead of on a throne. Allowing that all the bonds liuil purchasers in Euro- 
pean markets, Maximilian's private debts of eight millions of francs will have to be 
deducted from the $27,200,000, as well «• the fiirewell presents made in Austria, alms left 
for the vagrant'^ in Trieste, cotts of the journey from Vera Cvn?. to Mdxioo, tad thjS 
$10,000 pin-mouey renounced by tlie archducketw when she left Vienuu. 
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The total yfcUl of this preat loan, a preat portion of which remains in France, atnonnts 
to — as we coujiiiKikly siy — a pie in the dog's mouth. 

The fir.st Hiiys of jollity and frolic, of imtidtions an<l triumphal arches, of feasts and 
fliittery. ln'iii.u over, wu miiRt look at the si rious tiide of einpire«, to the quwtion of 
finuix <-. nn<l th>-ii the even c^f the iu^toiiislted nntchtiiitn will ftee such a Tortex before him ho 
will lui^s liirf Becundary |H)sition a-, kin.-^tiuin "f the Etiiper«)r Francis. 

Li t iiH iiuw endeavor to estimate, as nearly :i< pob^ible with the must autlicntic data, the 
•ntitml ex|H.-i)8«-8 of the Uexiom empire. 

As a debt of honor, i\ t^iicr' li d^ hi of frratifiide, the cost of thfl crown, we have, in fhe 
fxift place, the tribute to France, giviuji the luiidebt iiiteiprctutiua to the contract, 
$6,000,000 ; interest on the loan. $2,400,000. 

The financial qu»'Sti('i) innr^t he connected wltli the diplomatic, and as it in Vnown that 
you can collect from a power tlf /ucto by force, without acknowleilging it as a legitimate 
government, or havlDg any InterconrEC with it, as the Penaud and Dunlop contracts made 
in Vera Crxv/. lietweeo tlie conRtitutional government and Kntcland and France prove, 
whether the new empire is acknowledged or not, we shall see these claims urged by the 
En^lfsb, BfMuilsh, and American creditors. This shows an Interest to be paid on the 

English of $4,200,000. 

Ak it is impo^ihle to pay at once the $ti00.000 that Marqnez rohhed from the British 
legation, and as this Is one of the archduke's debts of honor, an annual instalment of 6 
per cent, will have to K' paid upon it, uibitlng $36,004k» 

Interest on the Spanish debt, $605,000. 

By virtue of the MoD>AImonte treaty, binding upon the empire, which must close Its 
eyes to all liiuds of frnude, an odditioiial sum nnisl he paid of $400,000. 

Interest on the North American debt, at C per cent, estimating the principal at two 
nitlfons, to say the least, $120,000. 

Tlie estimates of the empire, then, only for wliat may be termed international obliga- 
tions, not incluilini; los^ and dami^e claiow by l^nglish, Spanish, Americans and Oermaas, 
will amount to, per year, $12,781,000. 

Now, let ns pass to the interior estimntes. Keeping in mind the briliiancy of the throne 
necessary to lend charms and respectahiiity to the empire, the great innovation of giving 
the clergy salaries, thus imposing the expense of public worship upon the treasury, and 
the difliciilty of 8 itisfying our priests for the loss of their titles, parish perquisites, mort- 
gage rents, and the necessity of keeping a large army of Au-^trians or Mexicans, and tho 
inexpediency of giving those soldiers less pay than the French, and rtmemlH^riiig thete 
can be no representatiTe system till there is peace, we think this estimate not far from 



hi itv_r rorre* t, namely : 

luteniational ol)l)g<«tionB... ......... ........ .......... ......... $12, 781,000 

Interest of the home debt............................................ 1,200,000 

The emperor's salary .............. 1, 600. 000 

Appropriation for the empress.... .... ...... .............. 100, 000 

Expenses of the Imperial household.... .................. .............. 100,000 

Worship and the cler-y, at lea.st 5,000,000 

The army, 40,UU0 meu, with the same pay as the French. ................ 8,000,000 

The cItU list, with pensions, rewards, annuities, secret servios fond, &c., &c. 8, 000, 000 



A total annual expense of..... ............ .... ............ .... 36, 681. 000 



Belying npon the synoptical table of Mr. Hfjrael Arroyo, who cRtf mates the number of 

hnp'-rial partisan.^ at tive niilHoris, in or ler to Mipply tl.(> hndfret it v.miiM he necessary to 
establish a system of imposts, where every inhabitant would have to p:iy on an average a 
tas of more than seven dollars apiece. 

But wbi'e Maximilian, connpcUed by Corta. Bndin and Schergentiecher. is perfecting 
this prodigious invention, the empire would have to suffer a deticit of $24,681,000 in the 
second 3rear of its establishment, as the revenue could not be more than sixteen mlllious 
annually, considering the state of war and other serious obstiicles. 

We must bow humbly to this wonderful result, and admire the genius and skill of 
Napoleon III, the great politician of our nge, and the wisdom acquired by an Austrian 
visiting the holy |>1 u< s and m>>.«.(jues. and the foresight of the reactionary i>nrty. 

How is this dellciency, threatening to increase from year to year, to he supplied f That 
Is the question ! It is ttie death of the empire in its cradle. How are you to extract gold 
andsitvt-r from the mountains (<fTered by the {icrfidious Napoleon to the innocent arrhduke, 
instead of a throne 1 French generosity is not to bo depended upon, farther than ful- 
filling its good intentions and hiring soldiers. The Austrian brother will not spend a florhi 
aft«r he has robbed his pretty sister in-law of lier pin-money. The Pope's precious bless- 
ings may do well for eternal life, or help to make a passage tbrongh purgatory shorter, 
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but Dubody ever mado a pot-pie oat of them. The other powers will get their money, but 
no more, and loans will soon ba shut oat from gimnuiieDts born to bankruptcy. Oatiiids 

of the empire thoy won't fjot a copper ! 

In the interior the disintoretitednesH of the opposition party and the clergy ig not to be 
dep«mdfd upon, bcLMUse tlint p.irty may be divi<ied into two ranks : tlio luui^'ry, who want 
to f_'cd out of th'i piiltlic crib, ;\iid (hi; .iv iririoiH, ipii'-k ti nMvivi' .iinl slow to .riv'?. Tluire 
is uo poatfible way to supply this doucioncy, uuleiiriutoniirohic^il instituti<ms can work a mira- 
cle and caofle our fi^dt to yield their eropa monthly, make our cattle breed in geometrical 
progreulon, and increaie the consamptton of natijnal and foreign {uoduce one hundred 
fold. 

They cannot now resort to the ini?enioug plan of selling a few of the border States, with 
the Juaristri as chattels, because th-' IJnik'd St itis d ) not d' Hirc an f xtensiou of territory, 
and the Confederate Stated cauuol atlord such luxuries ; oud France is aoc iu a coaditiou to 
accept Sonora or Tehvantepec In satisfiftction of the Miramar contract. 

But the mines remain, tije mines of the whole country, the maijnet of the cxpe^lition. the 
first Ciium of the iuteose interest Napoleon taken in Mexico, and the great argument of hia 
ministers to jnsttfy bb crimes before the legraiative aasembly. The arohdulce will havo n 
bitter disiipp4){ntment in thit« particular, if ite expecte; to find th-^ heaps of gold and sllvet 
with which hi« protector daszled him through a distant perspective. 

Mexico is, nithont donbt, the first mining country In the world, aud mneh of its mineral 
wo ilth is y»'t to lie explored ; but if thf imperial g /V- riuu.'iit undertakes tu. -e .t -v. : ip- 
uieuts, it will require aa enormoud capital aud a century of ptirfcct,peace. If it ihiukdmora 
propr-r to profit by the mines airealy dieoorerei and worlced. it will have to establish a mi« 
nint^ mod )j».)iy, arul sell the minL-B. All that ni'. ( >-,iry to ctTect tbia is, to s«'i/-.> the prop- 
erty uf all the mining companies, composed mostly of Eogliah, Prussians, Americiiai and 
(finish stockholders. This difficulty, it will be seen, is not very cisy to overcome. 

The reactionary ^onomi«ts may advise the Austrian to raise the taxes and create others, 
on do.ini and windows for instance, to edUiblinh the monopolies of Ujbiicco, aalt, ice, powder, 
8pirit« and cirds, to negotiate the sale of cru'^afle bulls from the Tope; but the adoption of 
ail tbetic wavB, in the present state of the country, would not raise two milUoDB of dollars, 
vhon twenty-four millions are wanted to supjilv f!t<' d< ti' it. 

There is only oue more miserable way Iclt, iiud that is to irapotie high duties upon re- 
vived titles of nobility, aud the ^:raot of new onei, and on the >i:r.ind crosges and little ones 
of the imperial onler of GuiMlalupe. But this way, lu sidcs exposing the establishment of 
the monarchy to the jeiitd uf Barrett, would uot be very proliiablu, fur the tiale of titleti of 
nobilitv never gave a great rovonno to Spain, where the aristocracy has not become so cen- 
tum ptiide OS in Mexico. 

The empire uf the Austrian begins with a deficiency of twenty-four million six hundred 
and (rfghty thonsand dollars annoally; therefore it Is bom weakly, sickly and paralytic. It 
cvunot live without continuous loans, which are lmpo!i<ili''^ ; it nee<ls the pity of all {Kjwers 
to keep it in hopes ; and if it doee uot keep it^i engageuiuut^i, but violat<» treaties, it is in 
danger of being superseded. 

Such is the titHtc of the question of fitir\nr> in the now empire. ? ui be the archduke's 
waking when his frolic is over, and, looking fur the promi^ied piles of gold and silver, he 
only sees Us poor wife's dresiiiig table 1 

FRANCISCO ZABCa 



Mr, Romero to Mr. 6eward. 

[Xtaoilation.] 

Mexican Legation to tub Umtkd States, 

Wathington, July 15, 1864. 

Mr. Sbcbbtabt : I hare the honor to remit to your department, for the in- 
Ibnaation of the government of the United States, copies in Engliflh ami French 

of a protest wliich Don Jesus Escobar y Armenduriz, n^i'wt of tlie Mexican 
government, m.ide in the city of London, the 10th of June last past, a<;ainst all 
the acts of French intervention iu Mexico, and of the functionaries emanating 
tiierefirom, and principally against the loan which the Archduke Ferdinand 
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Al.nxiinilian of Austria decreed on tbe 10th of April previous, pretending bj 
tliut act to commit the credit of the Mexican nation. 

I avail of tbia opportunity to repeat to 70a the asaurances of my Tery diatin- 
goished ooDBideration. 

M. IIOMEEO. 

Hon. William II. Sewabd, S^r., Sfc. 



[TransIaUon.] 

Praleit ^ Jesu$ E-'Co'i ir y Armfodariz, lale ifcretary of the Merican legation in Washington, mdium 
agent of the tonttUutumvd government in Europe^ ugainti the taU Mexican loan. 

I, Ji'sufi Escolnir y Armt ndfiriz. niront of the constitutional povemrrtfiit of Mi-xico. It irnlly 
sutliorixed, and in virtue of the (iivt rs protests uiade by the legislative and exectitivt- pow- 
ers of tbe nation iv^uinst all the contracts, and, in general, against ail the acts uf the Fri'neli 
int<'rvftitif)n. uk] i f tic fimt iionaii' h einiinatinjr from it, protest anew that the Mixican 
nation and it«i eoiiistitutiouiil goveiuiueut will uever, at any time, recogoize or admit tbe 
obligations which shall be contracted by any other functionaries Outn those who hold their 
authority from the tonstitutir.n. 

I protest especially agitinst tbe Mexican loan irbich was decreed on the lOtb of April last 
by the Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian of Austria, and against every species of obligation 
vbich hhiill be contructed at the chfirge of the Mexiran natirm by what jHTson sor vt r who 
shall not be uulborixed by tbe constitutional government, whether tbeise ubligatious have 
for their object to create a fresh national debt or to augment the amount of that which al> 
re.'idy exists, or ^inlply to introduce ti:i 'ilifuatiotM f In Fi';:lirli <1.M, wliidi the {govern- 
ment conbiders sacred, ur any other debt legally recognized ; and altbougb tbe protests of 
the supreme power of the nation have obtained, in Europe, all the publicity that was dne 
to them, I now renew them iu the interest of the pnblio, and to affirm as much as pcsslble 
the rights of the Mexican nation. 

J. ESCOBAR r ARMENDABIZ. 

Loasov, Jm* 10, 1864. 



iiilr. Seward to Mr. Romero. 

Dbpabtment of State, 

IVai/iingUm, My 27, 18G4. 

Sir : I have tlic honor to acknowledge the rocript f>f yonr communication of 
llio l.')ih iiiritanl, lr;iii>inittiug to me printed copies ot a )n'otei»t by l)on Ji^^iis 
Ebcobur y Ai nii'iKhu iii, agent of tlie Mexican government, in the city of Loudon, 
on the 10th of J nne last, against the acta of the French intervention in Mexico, 
and of the functionaries emanating therefrom, and jiriiuipallj against tlu- loatt 
decreed on the 10th of April previoua by the Archduke Jk'erdiaand Maximilian 
of Austria. 

I avail myriclf oi this oocusiou to renew to you, sir, tbe assurances of my very 
distingnished consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWAftD. 

Seuor Matias Bombro, Sfc., Sfc., ^r.. 

Watkingian, D, C. 



Mr, Romero to Mr, Seward, 
[Tiranslation.] 

Hbxican Lbgation to thb United Statbs of Ambrtca, 

WathingUm^ February 6, 1865. 

The nnderHigncd, envoy extraordinary and minister jdenipotenfiary of the 
Mexican republic, lias tlie honor to address hims^elf'to the honorable "William 11. 
Seward, Secretary of State of the United States, for tiie purpose of proteatiog. 
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in the most explicit and formal manner, agaiust the ccs:>ion which the ex-Arch- 
• duke of Austria, Ferdinand Maximilian, nas made, or is about to make, to ibe 

French govmunent of vai-ious States of the Mexican republic. 

Th<.' iui(l< rsiirned permitf> himself to remind the honornhle William H. Seward 
that at the intci view which he had with liirn, on tlie I9th January last, he rend 
to him a letter wnttuu at the city ot Mexico, ou the 2blh December previoua, 
tibe latest date from tliat city received np to this date in this eotmtrj, in which 
a })( ] -on well-informed and entirely trustworthy communicated the news that 
French af^ents in that city had proposed to the deluded 3Icxicans, who now 
encircle the usurper that the Emperor of the French has acut to Mexico, a set- 
tlement, in virtue of which there arc to be ceded to France the Mexican Stat<!Sof 
Tamaalipa.'*, Nuevo Leon, and Goahuila, parts of those of San Luis Potosi, 
Zacatcca^, Durango, and Chihuahua, almost the whole of Sonora, and the pe- 
ninsula of r.owcr California, the dividinj^ line to be formed by the river Yaqui, 
on the I'acHic, and r.iuuco, on the Gulf, to their aonrcfs, and a ptr.'ii«jht line 
drawn from one point to the other; that, to make the cestiion of so consiilerable 
a part of the Mexican territory acceptable, assurance was made that France 
would establish in the ceded territory a military colony, which would be under 
its immediate protection, and which would place the rest of the country under 
shelter from Hlibustering attacks from the United States; M-hieh W(»u1(l, besides, 
produce the liquidation of the supposed del)t which ]\l( xico has with France, 
and would facilitate the acquisition of three hundred millions to the treasury of 
the usurpo*. It is added, also, to make so considerable a loss less sensibly felt, 
that the States referrcjl to have only belonged in name to Mexico, because they 
have hct'W ruh-d by authorities which have not r(>spected the orders of the central 
governun iit of Mexico, and which were dooincd to self-destruction, either Im:>- 
cause tiiey might fall into the power of iLl- i'li-nch or of the United States, and 
that in snch alternative there cannot be a moment's doubt of the preferable ex- 
treme. In the same letter assurance was given that such settlemei if ]i ul not 
been yet submitted to tlif usurper, and it was given out as understood that he 
would not fail to hesitate and even manifest oppositiou to it before liia accept- 
ance. 

This circumstance signifies nothing, however; the usurper either has not his 

own will, or if he has, he cannot make it prevail when in contradiction to that 
of his protector. Bc-idi it is not to be presumed tiiat he takes any interest in 
the de^^l^n^<*s of a country wiiich is not his fatherland, in which four y- n-s ago 
he waa not known, even by name, to the vast majority of the nation, which he 
himself knew only by name, to which he has been brought and is sustained by 
foreign bayonets, and in which he is shedding the blood of patriotic Mcxic.iMs, 
who are maintaining their independence, to satiate a blind ambition for rule, which 
for his punishment he exercises only in appearance. 

The undersigned always believed that the Emperor of the French would close 
up in this manner his interference in Mexico when he should become convinced 
that it would not be possible for him to retain the whole republic as a French 
colony, and had the honor so to state to the honorable William IT Seward in 
the communication he addressed to him the "iTth December, ISOi, and which 
the President scut to the House of llepreseuLatives among the documents relat- 
ingto Mexican affiiirs transmitted with his message of 4th February, 1863. 

That which then, Imwc ver, did not exceed conjecture, although well-founded, 
has come to be realized with the course of time and the devt lopment of events. 
News received from Mexico, from an entirely trustworthy source, has been con- 
firmed by other advices received simultaneously from San Francisco, California, 
and from Paris; and such coincidences, combined with other antecedents which 
the undersigned is possessed of in this matter, do not leave him in the h ast 
doubt that S the settlement proposed has not been ratified, it is on the point of 
eo being. 
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This conTiction obliges the undersigned, in fblfilment of tlie dnty wliic& 
belongs to him, as representative of the Mexican nation, to ;irot<-8t ^^olemnly * 
and pnergetically ngaini^t any settlement made by the ex-Archduke of Austria, 
in the name of Mexico, %vitli the Kmjieifa- of the French, or with any other 
gOTcnimuut, hy which he ulientt or hypothecates Mexican territory, or in any 
manner compromises the responsibility of tbe native covntry of the undersigned. 

Addressing himself to the government of the United States, the undersigned 
does not think it necessary to halt to prove that the cx*Archduke of Aut*tria 
only represents in Mexico the Enijieror of the French, by whf>f»e army he was 
brought to that republic and is there sustained ; and that therefore aiiv' settle- 
ment made between the ex- Archduke and tbe Emperor of the French would 
have the same obligatory force on the Mexican nation as one concluded betweea 
the ttaid Emperor and General Bazaine, conunanding in chief the French forees 
in jNfexico. 

The undersigned has not thoiif^ht that he should await for official notice of the 
conclusion of such settlement in order to protest against it. It is of such gravity 
and transcendency, not only to the interests of l^f exico, but to those of the whole 
American continent, that he would consider himself to be wanting to his moat 
sacred duties should he for a moiiienf delay to tiike this step. 

T.*he undersigned thinks fit, in ju^tilication of his conduct in this affair, to ro- 
mind the honorable Secietsiry of State of the United States of a fact slightly 
resembling the present, when the representatives of the French government in 
Mexico proter'ted a^inst a treaty concluded between Mexico and the United 
States of mncli le.-i.-* importance than the present, only because of the ragne 
rumors, more or less founded, that they had n ceived that it had been coucludcd» 
and before they had official notice of its execution. 

After the rupture between the allied Europeans at Orizabat and when France 
alone continued making war on ^Mexico, the minister of the United Stat( s to this 
republic made a treaty with the Mi xicnn irovernment, in virtue of which the 
Uiiife-l States werc to lend to .Mexico eleven millions of dtdlars, Mexico hy- 
pothecaling in payiurnt for such aniount the unoccupied lauds of the republic, 
the unsold national [ i • p rly, previously called church property, and the unsatia- 
fied bonbs and promissory notes for national property already aliened. This 
treaty was signed in the city of ^Fexico the Gtli of A]>ril, 1SG2; but a- it did not 
receive ratilicatiou by the government of the. United Slates it was not oilicially 
publi:^hed, and only mere rumors, more or less founded, w<;re circulated about 
its object and stipulations ; notwithstanding which, the repreaentatives of the 
Emperor of the French addressed to the Mexican government, under date of the 
loth April aforesaid, a note, in which tliey said tn if that they had been informed 
that said govt rument had concluded or Avas about to conclude a treaty with a 
foreign government, by which were sold, ceded, transferred, or hypotiieaited 
thereto a part of the lands and public revenues of Mexico, to the whole of which 
lands and revenues France made claim of right, in virtue of the fraudulent claims 
of her subjects. With the note which tlir undersigned had tin' Iionor to address 
to the hoiiorablo Secretary of State on the 2d June, 1662, he rcmiltcd a copy 
of Bucii protest. 

The undersigned avails of this opportunity to renew to the honorable William 
H. Seward the assurances of his most distinguished c<msideration. 

a. MOMEBO. 

Hod. William XL. Sjswabd, Sfc., ^c, Sfc. 
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Mr. Seward to Mr, Romero, 

DBPAinMRNT OF StATB, 

Watiiins^'tim, February 25, 1S65. 

Sir : T Imvo tlio Imnnrto ncknowlcdn^c tlio receipt (if yonr comminiif itiori of 
the (Uli iu>tant, iu wliicli. in your cliaraetcr of envoy extraordinary iuul ininisfor 
pluuiuotculiarj of the United Muxiaiu Statea, accredited to the goverumcut of 
tha United States of America, you enter your protest, in the most formaly ener- 
etic, and solemn manner, against any settlement or cet*.sion, eitlier made or to 
e made by the ex- Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian of Austria, in tin- name of 
Mexico, witii the Kmpemr of the French, or with any other government, by 
which he alienates or hypothecates Mexican territory, or iu any manner com- 
promises the responsibility of the Mexican republic. 

This measure you are led to take under the circumstances more fully detailed 
in your note, believing it to be in eonsonanee with yonr most sacred duties as 
. the represcntitive of Mexico. 

In reply, it affords me pleasure to state that the protest referred to will bo 
placed upon file in the arehives of this departmcntf there to remain a testimony 
to your course in the premises and as an addition^ evidence of the zealous and 
patri«)tic discharge of your functions as the mini^«ter of Mexico in the United 
8tntef<, niul for Buch other uses and purposes as future events may render it 
necessary to apply it. • 

I avail myself of this occasion to offer to you, sir, the renewal of my very 
high and distinguished consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Sefior Matias Bombro. .^r., . 

IVashtngtoitt D, C, 



Mr» Romero to Mr, Seward, 
fTnuMtotion.] 

Hbxican Lboation in thb Unitrd States op Ambrica, 

Wathingtom, Fehmarp 17, 1866. 

Mr. SbcBBTARY: I have tlie honor to transmit to you, for the information 
of the government of the United States, a copy of the proclamation which the 
constitutional President of the Mexican republic addre.-^-ed to his fellow-countrymen 
on the 1st of January last, manifesting anew his firm intcution to continue without 
rest, to stmgele, against Uie foreign invader, in defence of the liberty and inde- 
pendence of uat republic 

I avail myself with much plcnsure of this opportunity to renew to you, Mr. 
Secretary, the assurances of my most distinguished consideration. 

M. KUMERO. 

Hm WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 4v-f 4v*» 4^* 



FBOCLAHATION. 
The CbMHhMkna PrtiUmt ^Ot Mackan StMutokbtempelHiile: 

HixiOAMS : Aftsr tfaree years of an mciiita] and Huifiilnary oontast Rgftinst the foreii^ 

1egion8 whirli treason hroupht to onr country, we are ntill firm and rmilvc I, iw on tlie tirgt 
dtty, to continue* tbe defence of our indcpcQdcDcu and libc-rty against despotism. W c have 
bf>en Qufortunate It is true ; fete has been adTerse to ns on many oocadona, bat the oaUM 
of Mvxtcu, which is tlif f-ansp 'if riu'ht .ind of je.siliee, lirt« not guccunibed, ha* not pi r;<fu''?, 
and will not ^rish, became thcru litiil exist valiant Mcjucans, in whose hearts the holy tire 
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of patriotism e,t\]] glows *. and in whatever part of the republic tbcy may be carrying aims 
ami tlie iialional Ktiirjd.-ird in their hdiids. there, as lure, will tlie comitiy live ; there, as 
here, will the living and enersetic protest of rijjht ligaiuet n*ight continue to txixt. Let 
the iocaatioUB mao, who has accepted the ead miarion of heiag the iDStruinent to enclave a 
free j"M'opIe. nriderPtand this well, and let him retnembt r that treason, the fiilnre to aiiido 
by pliglited faith iij the preliminuries <il Iax Soledad, and the sictB of recognitiiin ami of ad- 
hesion dictated by the foreign hayonet^i which stiKtain him, aretheonly titles throufth which 
he pretends to govern ; that his tottciinp tljrone dors not repose i;; < ii the frt-e wilt of tho 
nation, hut upoo the blood and ourp&es of thousands of Mexicans wh«>n) he has sacrificed 
wlChont caufte, mod only becanae they were defending their Ubertiee and their riffbts ; thai 
tlie traitors v\ho have longed for and called him, and those who under the pre-i^e.r'' of forco 
tolerate iiiii direful influence or render him vassalage, must recollect that they are Mexi> 
cane, and that they have children to whom they must not bequeath a legacy of Infamy ; 
and that, di:ring a cruel ajul olistinate war of eleven years against a more poweiful ein.tiiy 
and one more deeply rooted to the country, we have learned the manner of reconquering 
onr Independence, effecting it with the iame means which our former rulera had at their 
command. 

Probably the tisurper may not be disposed to think, of the fal^e position he occupies, and 
fnetead of listening to the tmtha which our words oontidn, he niay repel them with a smile 

of scorn and contempt. This matterb not ; cons'-ience, which never forgets nor pardoiu*, 
will c»nsc them to prevail, and will avenge us. In the bustle and noitw^ of the court, in 
the filence of the night, in the public festivities, and in the privacy of the domestic hearth — 
nt all houia and in all places, it will pursue him, will importune him with tlie rectdlet^tion 
of hi.>< crime, which will not permit him tranquilly to enjoy his prize, until the hour for 
expiation arrives ; ami then fur the tyrant, fur the traitors who sustain him, and for all 
those who to-day mock us and delight in the misfortunes of our country, will come their 
B\v iketiint; from error with repentamc ; hut thoae will then be fruitlfles, becauso then the 
national justice shall he inflexible auii si vrie. 

That hour will come, doubt it not, Mexicans, as that of our former conquerors came, in 
the year isil. Let us wait, hut let lis w.iit wliilo acting with tlie heroic resoluti xi of Hi- 
dalgo itnd Ziragoza, with the activity of Morclos, and with the constancy and self <ieuial of 
Guerrero, by preserving and increasing the sacred fire which will produce the cobflagration 
that will devour the tyrants and traitors wlio priifane our land. 

Mexicans ! those of you who are so unfortunate as to live under the dominion of the 
nsnrpation, do not resign yonneives to bear tlw yolre of ignominy which weighs upon yon. 
Do not d le yourselves hy the pi-rfidioiig insinuations of the partisans of arr.ijnjdished 
facts, because they are and have ulwayb been the partisans of debpotism. The existence of 
•rbltiary power is a permanent ▼lolation of right and of justice, which ndther time nor the 
force of arms e n: ever justify, and which it is neccsjiary to destroy for the honor of SfexioO 
and of the human race. This is our task ; aid us, if yOu do not wish to bear the name of 
atjMt slaves to a foreign tyrant. 

And you vrho. in t]i> sc times (>f common danger, are contending againrit onr ojipressors, 
continue your task, working with the same beroiau which you have t<hown up to the pn 
ent moment, without being discouraged by misfortunes, terrified by d ingers, and diKnuM d 
by the lamentable defections of sonie of our brothers. These, perhaps, may return to their 
ranks, to blot out, in defending their country, the infamous stigma of traitors which now 
degrades them ; and should they not do it, if oMurate, they should contiuue in their de- 
grarlatiou. Have pity upon them, because while in the midflt of the enjoyments and die* 
tiuction.H they may possess, they arc unfortunate. The remembrance that tht-y are Mexi- 
cans and va-ssiils at the same time of a foreign despot, will be the dreadful ]>ang which 
shall wither and constime their miserable existence. Do not forget that the dt ience of ouf 
country and of liberty i^^ fi»r us an imperatix -- diUy, be' juise it uirrii s with it the dt f. nco 
of our own dignity, of tlie honor and dij^nity of our wiv - uud of our cbildrt n, td" the lionor 
and dignity of all men. Therefore have we generous colaiHirers within and without tlia 
fepublios who, with their pens, with their influence, niid witli tlieir nu-ariB. are Jiiding us, 
and o£fer up fervent prayers f<»r the salvation of our country. Kedouble, then, your etTorta, 
with the assurance that in due time our omstancy, our union, and our activity will eom- 
poisnte our sacii fires Ity the fniHl triiiniph of the boly cnuse we nphoM. Me.vicans ! ho 
who now addresses you these words, faithful to his duty and to his convictions, will con- 
tinue to devote his vlgihiDce to the nattonsS defence ; he will fbrther It by all the means 
which may be within his rench, and with your assistance and co-operation he will keep 
aloft and without humiliation the beautiful standard of independence, of liberty and pro* 
gveea, which Mesloo has conquered liy the heroic valor of her warriois, and through the 
IinH ioiis blood of lu r sons, 

4. L>one at the national palace, in Chihuahua, January 1, lBiii>. 



BBNnO JUAREZ. 
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* Mr, Seward to Mr. Romero, 

DepartmbiNt of State, 

Wiuhin^ton, March 15, 1865. 

Sir : I baye ihe lionor to acknowledge the receipt of jonr commanication of 
the 17th tdtimOf in which ynu are pleased to commonicate, for the informatioa 
of the froveriiment of the United States, a priiitrd copy of tlie proi'laination 
which tlx- constitutional President of the IVfexican re^mblic, his excellency Benito 
Juarez, addressed to his fellow-countrymen ou the Ist of January, 1SG5, and in 
which be renews his determination to continne the straggle in Mexico in defence 
of the liberty and independence of the republic 

Thanking you for your polite attention in communicating to mv interesting 
a document, I avail myself of the occasion to reiterate to you, aiiv the aMoranoea 
of my very distinguished couBideration. 

WILUAX H. SEWARD. 

SeOor Katias Bombbo, ^r., ^r., 

Waekiiigtoih D, O, 



Mr, Romero to Mr. Seward, 

rTrauslaiioii. 1 

Mexican Legation in tub United States of A.mkkica, 

Washington, March 28, 1865. 

Mr. Sbcrbtary : I deem it proper to call tbe attention of the government of 
the United States to certain documents which haye recently been bronirht to the 
pnblic view, and which have reference to tbe events which are actoui^ t iking 
place in the Mexican republic, which documents» acc<nnpanied by an mde2« 1 
transmit enclosed with the present note. 

It is generally known that the Mexican clergy, who have taken so direct a 
participation in tbe civil wars of that repabliCy with the object of preserving the 
propertji privileges, and influence whira they enjoyed during the Spanish dom- 
ination, upon fuidiiif^ themselves overcome, in 1860, by the public opinion of 
their country, and deprived of their wealth and influence, and having no longer 
tlie means in the country to incite another rebellion against the legitimately con- 
stituted government, conceived the project of intriguing in Europe in order to 
^ iilflaence some of the powers of that continent.'by availing themselves of the oc- 
casion of tin- breaking out of the civil war iti tlie T'nitcd States*, brought about 
by a hierarchy similar to the ecclesiastical one of Mt^xico, to intervene in the in- 
ternal aflairs of my country, to overthrow the existing constitutional government, 
and to establishf by the Mrce of arms, a European monarchy, with a Catholic 
prince upon the throne, who, agreeably to the official declarations of the French 
p^overnment, previous to tbe intervention and its subsequent act8» was to be the 
then archduke of Austria, Ferdinand Maximilian. 

It was to be supposed lliut lliis monarchical government, which was to be es- 
tablished in Mexico, should follow a policy diametrically opposed to that of the 
republican government then existing. What was called the arbitrary acts, the 
cxcessr-p and errors of the latter, were painted in the darkest colors. Among those 
wliich (»ccu})icd a very important place, were the laws of reform which had been 
decreed in Vera Cruz in July, l&oii, establishing religious liberty, the supremacy 
of the civil authority, diminishing the privileges of Uie clergy, and declaring as 
the property of the nation the rich property which the fornx i liad UtttU that 
period administered, and which was called the property of the church. 

'^I'he clergy of ^lexico who had intrigued to bring the intervention to their 
country, and who were lending to it their co-operation and their influence, were 
bound to believCf and with reason, and confid^tly expected, that so soon as the 
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city of ^rc^xico should fall into tlie power of the invador.i, and there should be 
t'stablislied in it tln' f»tMnhl;mcc of a p^overnmnnt, tboy would begin by abroj^atiu^ 
the laws of n form, wbidi were tbo most conspiciioti.-* work of the nati onal gov- 
erument, and wbii ii had ao powerfully coutributed to briug about the uuju^tt 
war ap^aindt which !t was then defending itself. 

I^ratters liappeiicd, however, otherwise* and after a sorio^^ of eveuts which it 
would Ix' a Ion;; ufTair to relate, the ngurper, who now calls himself the emperor 
of Mexico, and who ba? been plaet-d and sustained there by the French bny- 
ouets, haa just declared that he will carry into effect the laws of reform referred 
to, dictated hj the government which he attempts to snpplant; and he has thna 
in this manner given evidence, that in the opinion of the usurper himself, and 
of the Emperor of thi* l""reiicb, whoj*e instnini' iit lie is, the policy adopted by 
the said national government was both wise and pruilt iit, and that the principal 
motive which wiis alleged for palliating the unheanl of outrage of desiring to 
overthrow a national government is precisely what the nsnrper admires most* 
seeing that he has sanctioned it, notwithstanding his losing by it the support of 
the clergy; and it is also what it is being endeavored to present to thf jiublic 
opinion as his greatest merit, and the strongest proof of his ability, prudence* 
and energy. 

With regard to the clergy of Kezico, to whom the same thing has happened 
as to the instigators of the southern insurrection, who. in their endeavor to save 

slavery, have seen it perish more speedily in the bauds of the pretended govern- 
nieut which they themselves created with the object of making it prevail, the 
protest which they have addressed to the usurper, and of which 1 accompany a 
copy among the documents annexed, (No. 3,) puts it out of all doubt that here- 
after they will wage against the so-called empire the same war which they have 
made to the government of the republic, and that the phantom of a government 
established by France will lose, with the clergy of Mexico, the sole element of 
national support upon which it had relied up to this period. 

It is very satisfactory to me to avail myself of this opportunity to reiterate to 
Tou, Mr. Secietary* the assurances of my most distinguished consideration. 

U. BOMEBO. 

Hon. William H. S&wa&o, ^c^ 4*. 



lff»*MAt> LsOATioa n tarn nnrsD States or A»EnicA, 

WashiiiL'ion, March 28. 18f?5.- 

An index of the documents which ibis legation this day trftosmits to the Departmuat of 
State of the United States, wltli a note of this date, in n^ereaoe to the raptiue which has 
occurred between the usurper aii<l tin- clerjjy of Mexico : 

No. 1. Itome. October 18, 1864.— Letter of Pius IX. to MAximiliao. 

No. 2. Mexico, December 27, 1864. — ^Letter of BlaximiUan to his miDtiter, Seflor Bkhi* 
dero. 

No. 3. Mexico, December 27, 1864. — Protest of the Archbiabop of Mexico, aad of tha 
three prlacipal bishops, Id reference to the letter No. 2. 

No. 4 Mexico, February 26, 1665. — Decree of Uaslmiliaa, dedariqg.a state religioa, 
and religious tolerauce. 

No. 6. Bfezioo, Fehraary 26, 1865. — Decree from same, coofirmiag the laws of the gov- 
ernment of the republlo, called tboso of deflaouMrtisation aud reform. 

laNACIO liABISCAL. 

Stctdary, 



No. 1. 

[Translation.] 

SiUE : Whoa in the muath of April lost, before assuoaing the reios of the now empire 
of Hesloo, yonr liUjesty arrired In this capital in order to worship at the tombfi of tha 
holy ^^Oitles and to reoeire our apostdUc bMiedictlon, we informed yon of the deep eorrow 
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•which filled oar »onl by reason of the liimentahle state into wlik-h the social disorden 
during tb«-fie last years liavu reduced all that concerns reliRioa ia (be Mexican nation. 

Before that time, and more than once, we bad made known onr comi>l!iint« in public and 
solemn lictH, proto^tinir a^ainnt the iuitpiitourt law i' il'<'<l the law of reform, »hicb Attacked 
the most inviolable rights of the church and outrajfed the authority of itn p istors : acfai' st 
the seixure of the ecclefinstical property and the diasipation of the sacred patrimony ; 
af(ain.Ht the unjust >«upprefl<4ion of the rellgiom orders ; agninHt the false maxima thaA at> 
tack the fytnctity of tho (^atholic rtdii^ifin ; and, in fine, HLCiUiist niHTiy other trHnH:jressioiis 
conmiitted not only to the prt'judic« of sacred persons, but aUo uf the pastoral priebtbi>od 
and di^^iplineof the church. 

For theKe rt a'SfitH yiir Majesty mufit have well iniflt rKtood bow hnpjtv %vo v,ovr to «re — 
tuankn to the e^ti^bli^hment of the new empire — the dawn of pacific iind prosp« rous daya 
for the church of Mexico ; a joy which was incrwued when we aaw called to the throne s 
prinre of ,'i Catholic fimdly. and who had jfiven so many pr(K>f« of religious eeal aud |ii( (y. 
£qually intense waa the joy of the worthy Mexican bit^hopts who, uu leaving the uipital of 
ohristendom, where they had presented no many examples of their fidelity and self-denial 
towards otir person, had the h.Tppiness of being the first to p;iy their pineere homnce to the 
sovereign elect of their country, ami of bearing from his own li^w the most complete aH' 
Saranoes of his firm resolation to redress the wrongs done to the chorch and to reorganize 
the di!»turl>eil elements of civil and relijjiou^i administration. The Mexican nation also 
learned with iudescribable plcaoure of your Majeiity's accesiuoD to the tbrone — called to it 
hy the nnantmoos desire of a people who, np to that time, had been otmstralned to groan 
betie ith the yoke of an anarthieal government, and to lament over the ruins and dimsters 
of the Catholic religion, their chief pride at all times aud the foundation of their pros- 
perity . 

Under such auspices we have been waiting day by day the acts of the new empire, per- 
6ua<led that the church, outraged with so much impiety by the revolution, wouhi receire 
prompt and just redress, whether by the revocation of the laws which had reduced it to 
such a state of oppression and servitude, or by the promulgation of others adapted to the 
SUppressh>n of the di.sjifttrous effects of an impious adminii<tration. 

Thwarted hitherto in our hf»pe8 hy reason, perhaps, of the difficulties which attend the 
reorganization of a society long overturne<i, we cannot now refrain from addressing your 
Majesty and appealing to the uprifrlitnesH uf your int-entions ; the Catholic spirit ot which 
you have given so many t^trikiiiL,' proofs on furmer occasions, and tlie promises miuie to us 
by your Majesty of ptotectin^^ tiir- i hurch ; ami we confidently hope that this appeal, pen-> 
etrating your noble heart, will prodiite the fniitf« we have a right to exp«;et. 

Your Majesty will undouldedly jx-rceivc that if the church continues to be controlkii in 
the ezerdse of her sacred rights, if the laws which forbid her to acquire and possess prop- 
erty are not repealed, if clmrches and convents are still destroyed, if the price of the 
diurch property is accepted at the bands of its unlawful purchasers, if the sacred build- 
ings are appropriated to other nses, if the religions orders are not allowed to rettosnme 
their distinctive garments and to live in conuiniidty. if the nuns are obliged to Ug for 
their t(M>d and forced to occupy miserable and int>uUicieut edifices, if the newspapers are 
permitted to insnit the pastors with impunity, and to assail the doctrines of the Catholic 
church — if thi^ slnte of tliiriLv is to continue, then the Bamc evils will rr rtaiidy continno 
to follow, aud perhaps the scandal to the faithful and the wrongs to religion will become 
greater than erer before. 

All. fire, In the niiine <<( that f.iith and piety which are the ornaments of your auirust 
family ; in tbe name of the church, whose supreme chief and pastor Qod has constituted 
US fn spite of onr nnworthinees ; in the name m Almighty God who has chosen yon to role 
over so Catholic a nation with the sole purp{)ee of healing her ills and of restoring the 
honor of liig holy religion, we earnestly conjure you to put your hands to the work, and 
laying aside erery human consideraticm, and guided solely by an eulitthtened wisdom and 
jonr Christian feelings, dry up the tears of so interesting a portion of the (Catholic family, 
•nd V>y Kurh worthy conduct merit the blerthings of Jetus Christ, the prince of pastors. 

With this |)urix)><e, and in compliance with your own wishes, we send you our represent- 
ative. He will inform you hy word of mouth of the sorrow which haslieen caused to W 
by the i^arl news nlii h thus fi^r haH reached us, and he will better aCQUatnt yOU With Oar 
intentions ami aims in aici editing him near your majesty. 

We have instructed him to ask at once from your Majntyf And In our name, the revoca- 
tion of the nnjust laws which for so loni: a time have opppreswd the clnirch, and to pre- 
pare, with the aid of the bishops, and when it may l)e neces.<iii v, with tlie concurrence of 
onr apostolic authority, the complete and definitive reorKuniMition of ecclesiat-tical affairs. 

Yonr Majesty is well aware that, in order effectively to repair the evils occasioned by 
the revolution, and to bring back as soon as possible bappy days for tbe church, tbe Cath- 
olic reUsloD must, above all thingp, continue to be the glcny ud the maiiistftj cf the 
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Mi'xican nation, to the t-xcliision of < vt ry other diKsenting worship ; that the hishnps mtittt 
be p'Tfectly free in the cxercimr ot Uivir pastoral ministry ; that the relii^ious orUeni should 
be 11- established or reorgraoised confornmbly with the iiistructiuos nud the powers which 
Xfc !i iv.» u'ivcn ; thnt thf p'ltrimony of the cliurch and the riirht^n which attarh tn it may 
U- niitiutuincd and protcctcti ; that no pcreun may obtain the faculty of teaching and pub- 
Ilitbing fnlM and subvenrive tenets ; that fnitractioa, whether pnUlc or private, »honld be 
directed iitirl watched over by the ccclesi.i-Jtical authority ; and that, in pKort, the rhain* 
may be broken which up to thu prenc-nt time bavt) held the chuicb in a i>tate of du(>v'udeQoe 
and eubjcct to the arUtrary mle of the dvll government. If the relHriom edifice should 
be rH-e-taMi-hed <iii Ktii^h t),i<t > -and w«' will not doiiht that ^e.i li will be The n.-e your 
Maje>ty will satisfy one of the greatest requirements and one of the moi^t lively a«pirationa 
of a people s'> relis;ion8 as that of Mexico ; yonr Majesty will cnlm our anxietlea and thooa 
of the illustrious e])i>-< i ip.icy of that » uuntry ; you will open the w ly to the edocjiti< ii of a 
h arnt d and xealoud clergy, as well aa to the moral reform of your subjecta; and, beside*, 
you will ;rive a siriliing example to the other goyemmenta In the republics of America in 
wliieh similar very latnent.ible vicis-^itudes have tried the church ; and, laj-tly. yt>u will 
labor etfectuaSly to consolidate your own throne, to the glory and prosperity of your impe- 
rial family. 

For theee. rmsons we recommend to your Majesty the apostolic nimcio who will hare the 
honor to present to you this our conli iential letter. May your Majesty be plcjused to honor 
him with your confidence and gootl will, in order that he may more easily comply with the 
mission that has be^'n confided to him. Your Majesty will also be f>leased to grant the 
Bfime confidence to the worthy prelat< h of Mexico, in onh r th.it, aiiiniatol ju> they are by 
the Holy Spirit, and desirous of the salvation uf »uu!s, they may be enabled to undertake 
With c>ourage aod joyfully the didlcult work of restoration in ftlt that they are ooooeroed, 

and thus eoiieizr towards the re-cstablisliinent of so< iai order. 

Meanwhile we slifiil not cease daily to direct our humble prayers to the Father of light 
an<i the God of all consolation to th<- end that, all obstacles being overcome, the oonndia 
of the enemies of reliLrioris and social « r<ler turned to nouj:ht, politie d jni^sions calmed, 
ber full liberty rcMorcd to the siwuse of Jetus Christ, the Mexican nation may he enabled 
to hail in the person of year Hnjesty ita father, tta regenerator, and tta greatest and most 
imperishiible glory. 

Coutidently b(»ping to sec fully consummated these the most ardent desires of our heart, 
we send to your Mt^esty and to your auRVst spouse our apostolic benediction. 
Given ai Borne, in onr Apostolic Palace of (he Yatioao, the 18th of Octol>cr, 1 h64. 

PIUS iX. 



No. 2. 
[l^raoslatloa.] 

Mkxico. December 27, 1864, 

Mr Deae Ministbb Esccdero : In order to smooth the dithculties which have arisen 
on account of the reform law, we propose to adopt a meana which, while satisfying the 
just requirements of the coimtry. shall re-establish peace in the mimis and trainiMilliiy in 
the consciences of all the inhabitants of the empire. For this purpuse, when wu were at 
Home we opened negotiations with the Holy Ktether, as Universal chief <rf the Cathollo 
chnrt h . 

The papal nuncio is now in Me^icx^, but to our extreme surprise bo has declared that 
be in without Instructions, and has to await them from Rome. 

The unnattiral situation it: wlii I. ■.\ li iv, r-i ntituied, witlnlifTi :ulty, during seven months, 
admits of no more 'ieiay. It demands an immediate solution. We consequently charge 
you at once to prop- so suitable measures In order that justice may be administered without 
consideration of personal fetation ; that legitimate interests created by these laws may rest 
secure ; correcting the excesses and injustice committed in their name ; to provide for the 
maintenance of public worship and protection of other sacred matters { laced under the 
safeguanl of nlitcidn ; and. finally, that the sacraments maybe administered and other 
funetiuDs of the sacred ministry be exercised throughout the empire withool cost or charge 
to the people. 

To this end you will, before anytliiiiLT else, propose to us the revisi<»n of the opi^rationa 
of the mortmain and nationalization of ecclesiastical property, shapiuc: it on the basis that 
legitimate tran.sautious e.\ctiile.l wtlhuut fraud, and ticcording to the laws which decreed 
such amortization. Shall be ratitied. 

Liibor. in tine, according to the prinei[.]e« of fre<- arid nmple ti^lcration, keeping In view 
that the religion of the state is the Koiu&u Catholic and apostolic. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
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No. 3. 



{Translation.] 



Ptrk : Tn fuliiini' nt <.f the first nnd Tnorit RTcnnl duty fncnmbcnt npon thf» prelates of the 
churcb. whenever tl»e latter cuiufs to be in cuntiict with tlie stiitij, we are now placed under 
the pftinfttl but unavoidable nocesaity of raising our voice to the throne of your Majesty, 
and we arc obli^rcd to do so by the Irttrr from y'lr Majesty to the ministrr of jr;Ktic<', 
which has been published in the Otticial Uazccto, and in which it appears that your Majesty 
haa taken the Temlatloa to decide hf yoareelf the momeotoiu queationa which are pending 
between th chnrch and the state witli reference tf) the so-called Iaws of lefMnn, nml h ivo 
instructed your uiuii^tcr to prepare the neceiil^^ry measures in the premitM» without deeiu- 
inf it neceittary to wait for the new instmctioiM which the nnnoio of his HolhieiM is aboat 
to !v-k on Hcc Hint of not having thoss demanded hy the points propoaedliy thegovem« 
meul of your Majesty. 

Your MHjeiity is well aware fhat,dnrin|r the thirty years wtiioh have elapsed since the 
month of Drcember, I8.'5'}, when the Uwd rojiardiag patroniifre, temiiuation of civil eoac- 
tion with reference to montwitic vows, tithes, <!&c., were issued, to the same month of last 
ye ir, when the two r^cnts, Almonte and Salas, declared the sdd laws of reform to be still 
in force, the Mexican cbureh h;is never ceiwed to oppose right to might again^it all the lawa 
and meaniire^ which attack its doctrine, its jurlwlictiun, and itn canoniciil immunities and 
privllege.H, protesting respectfully, bnt energetically, before the respective governments, 
Oirefully restraining and guiding the canonic:\l conduct of the cccle»iastioal authorities, 
and teaching and admonishing the faithful with reference to tlie obligatimiS incumbent 
upon tbera under such circumstances &i Catholics Ap<»$tolic liomaoic. 

Your Majesty also knows that neither the inteTt*stH of party, nor the chanicter of insti- 
tutinne, nor the political complexion of government,-?, have ever pxerri-»pd th<r Hlit^'htest 
InflueHce with regard to this course of the church, which, faithful only to it^^ nuHeiou of 
preserving pare and intact the doctrines of the faith, the rules of morals, and the author- 
ity of canonical discipline, has never taken any step, except in the nature of self-defence, 
when thes« principles have been assailed, and, in su proceeding, it has had in view uo other 
end but the most worthy and holy purpose of saving intact the principles upon which the 
relations between church and state are biised. and of re-estahlishinc cnncord K-tween the 
two powers, in order Uiat, by mtant> of this oouoord, the general peace of the nation should 
be preserved. 

Your Majesty likewise comprehends, through your knowledge of onr national history, 
fiia^the principal, if not the only, cause of the civil wars that have devastated our un* 
bappy country is the endeavor of an odious minority to assail religion and the diardi by 
means of laws which do violence to conscience. 

Your Majesty knows, finally, that the arms which the Mexican episcopacy have employed 
In its defence have been only the non Iktt of the gospel, and that their earnest desire has 
Cotii5itautly been that hy mean? of an aureeuient between the national guvcrunuait and tho 
Holy Apostolic See the unhappy necessity upon which their passive reisistanue is based 
diould be made to disappear. 

It is impossible to exnggerate, sire, the pain and unhappiness of the Mexican church on 
account of this petBistent warfare, which, in the name of liberty, of progress, and of civil- 
isation, has been made upon it. by this at once old and new revolution, that after having 
deBolate«l Europe has oome to oombat its enemy — ^tliat is to say, Oatliolieism— in this part 

of the New World. 

When, after so many vicissitudf'S, affairs arrived at the criais produced in Deccmbtr, 18C0, 
by the triumph of the democratic fivction in the capital of the repLblic ; when we saw con- 
summated among us the work which the enemies of the church ha<l labored so long to ef- 
fect, wc bhonld have lost all hope wiiatever, hiul not our coohdence been strengthened by 
onr trust in Divine Providence, and also by our intlniate knowledge of the Gatholic disr* 
acter, whieh Inw always distinguished the Mexican people. 

This hope gained new strength when the iiit<;rvcntion, triumphing at last in this ca[Mtal, 
made the declaration tliat nothing would be attempted against the independence, freedom, 
and rights of th«i nation, and that it would confine itself solely to the overthrow of the 
governraeul of Don Benito Juarez, in order thi^t Mexico should freely coustitute itself; and 
it was still more increased, giving the greatest consolation to the church and the people, 
when it Iv^came known that your Majesty was the prince who was called upon to rule tho 
destinies of Mexico. The tidings tliat wo all bad of your devout Catholicism, the sunti- 
ments manifested by your Majesty, both in your speeches and your writings, the highly 
ei^M.iriranl step of not leaving Europe and eailinij for this, your new cfinntry, witliout re- 
sorting to receive and bring with you the benediction of the common Father of the faith- 
fal ; the fnadinssp with wbioh yovr Majesty seat a atnlster to Eome, and your samsst wish 
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for the nri ival of the apostolic nuncio, in order to enter upon the arrangements necesaarf 
for a happy ti-rroination of the terrible crials into which this oofortoDate count n has been 

plnnpod on atcoiint of the <]ticHtionH raised hf thet>e eo-ciiUed laws of rt-form ; all thir. siro, 
bad filled us with unspeakable consolation ; all tliis awakened in our hearts the most lively 
enthnsiasm towards the nuguRt person of yonr Majesty, and diffased tbixnigboat all the 

country that extraordinary rejoicing wljieh was uuivensally and i^endidly maalfeated from 
the moment your foot touched the i^hores of our country. 

To no one did it then appear doubtful that these grmve questions would be npeedily and 
happily amnged, and we all cxi>eeted that the day of true peace, the peace ><( i niivicience, 
terribly a^iiitatod by tjie laws and the meaeurcs of the government of Don Beuit<» Juarea, 
would now arrivt). That denired day appeared nearer and nearer to our sight when wa 
learned that the apostolic nuncio had reached Vera Cms ; because, it V>cing impo«>stble that 
the pending questions coitld be t^i ttled without thn ootiourrence of both powers tli it t!», 
without the coueei t of the tempoiul and the .spiritual sovin-i^'DS — the arrival of thu nuciuio 
was rejrarded by all a j 1< >!l;< of that conceit, ehjsecially considering the Catholic charac- 
ter of your Majesty, and the benevolent dibpoaition and oottciliaU»y spirit of the holy 
pontllT. 

What mnst have l)een. therefore, our sorrow and our affliction when, instt ud of all that 
we b td so earnotitly desired, and with such good reason had contiilontly expi-cted, we h-ive 
seen all our hopes dissipated at one blow by the declarations and iustructions embodied ia 
the letter of your Ht^eaty to the minister of justioe f In this notable documen t we see that 
ihrrr }j!i8 been no arrangement with the apostolic nuncio, on account of hi^ instructions 
not embracing such points its liave been raised ; that your Majesty has not been willing to 
•waft the arrival of farther Instmetione, and that yon have resolved by yourself alone to 
dctermin" these grave quet^tions, and have ordered that the necessary meaSOrse OOnseqtient 
upon this decision shall be prepared by the minister of justice. 

Being ignorant of all that has transfweid in the eeeret oonfereneea, as also with regard 
to the documentfi and instructions brought l>y tlie cnvny of his hulinefis, we oui^ht t > re- 
flect the myrtery in which the cau8CH of what has passed, and the motives which have de- 
termlned your Majesty to take a step of such grave importance, are involved. But ag, in 
our humble *)pinion, wlmtrver may have been these motives, wedo not 1>« lit \< them capa- 
ble of diminishing the sovereign power of the Catholic church, or of conferring upon the 
etate a sufficient Increase of power to eiwble it, by its decrees, to tmnquilllBe the oon- 
Bcirnces of the faithful ; and m this circuin>tiui< e. far from bringing about the desired eUd, 
will still leave on foot all the existing evils, because it is only the spiritual sovereign that 
can decide grave questions of moral import and tranquillize conscience, wc are, therefore, 
COmpollcd to approjich your Majesty, and earnestly pray you to be pleaU'd to suspend the 
o]>eration of the declacatioua and orders contained in the abofe>m«ntioned letter of ymu 
Majesty. • 

In taking this step wo feel ourselves snstidned not only by the arguments and motive* 
get forth in th« manifesto issnf<l by the Mexicin episcopacy on the 10th of August. 1859, 
with reference to the so-caiUd laws of reform promulgated by Don ISenito Juarex at Vera 
Cms, and in the ex|:x>fiitinns we addressed to Gtenemls Almonte and Saiiis, as regents of the 
empire, in December of last year, in consequence of the circular issued by them on the l.'ith 
of that m<mth, (copies of which documents we enclose to your Majesty herewith,) but also 
by the character of higher gravity which this question has now assuined by the fact of the 
interverition of tlie holy futhcr, \v!io h isgont his nuncio at your Majesty's request. 

"ilie luuH-fi given by your Majesty to your minister involve, Mre, the complete abrogation 
of all the privileges and powers of the ebnrcb, the ratlAcatlon of the laws of sequestration of 
ecclcsiastiral pii';irrty, the contirm ition of the interests created thereby, the anthorilati vo 
iuterveution of the civil power in the maintenance of worbhip, the extinction of the canon- 
ical means of subsistence, upon which public worship and lie ministers depend, and, fbaally, 
the sanetion of free and ample toh rnnce for all religions, without ntht r restriction than 
the declaration that the liomau Catholic apostolic is the religion of the state. 

To none do we yield, or will we ever yichl, sire, in our fidelity in the oompllanoe with 
our strict duty towards the temporal soven i-n ; but when, in order to obey him, it is ne- 
cessary to foil in obedience to the law of (iud, or that of the church, and couse<|uently to 
commit the stn of prevarication, passive resistance ought then never to be considered as an 
act of disobedience, because obedience It based npon the Uiw of Gcd, ud cesses to be a duty 
when it is inconsistent with that law. 

The article of our creed with reference to the Catholic church is a dogma of faith, and 
thi.s d'lgma establishes a supreme right in matters of diKtrine. of morals, and of rauouical 
government, a supreme authority that cannot be euliordinated to any other on earth, and 
it proclaims, as an unimpeachable priociple for all Catholics, and as a rule of conduct, that 
whatever may Ix^ the power, rank, and position ot tbose who exercise supreme authority 
in the state, they have absolutely no power whntever over these matters ; for it is only 
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flie vtglble bead of the chorch — that Ir, the Pope— who can exercise ibis jarlfldlction ; It Is 

only this power tliat binds aud unbind* ci»nBdences ; it is only thia authority th.it is cora- 
peteot tu proclaim dugmas of fnitb, to enlightea belief, to rale over mornls, to decide 
dotibtful qnesttoiw, and to order all oonflicta to ceane hj meant of its sovereign declara- 
tionB. 

Your Mnji^sty will permit us, protectiog above all our most profound respect, to state 
that your sov«relg;n rei^lutlon, with reference to the matters referred to In tbe letter ad- 

drcjiffd to till' niinisttT cf justirc, r<.'I.itos j>reci-.< ly to tliosi* very pc)itits of tlir h(rri;:r:Ie be- 
tween the cburcli aud tbe state which would not be the subject ot dispute did lh« y not 
invade the spiritual power, as has been constantly demonstrated totheysrions governments 
by thf M<'xican cpipcopncy ; th:it they are in ojK-n opposition totlu'sooial i asi-' ( f th.- Catholic 
church, and directly opposed to positive provisiooa of the canons, and especially to those of 
tbe last sreiteral conncll ; that they have been explicitly condemned by the apnstoKo see fn 
pontifical nllocuiionrt ; and that even the requt'st and seiulin},' of an apostolic nnncio, for 
the definite settlement of these questions, proves that your Majesty has been of this same 
tinderstanding, since it is dear that, had your Majesty not recognized the poettive necessity 
for the concurrence of lx)th powern in the settlement of these qiu-st ions, your Majesty woald 
not have mnde so ^eatan effort to obtnin the Ki niiing of the apnatolic nuncio. 

Besides, your Majesty, in referrin-r to this ntcp, characterijtes it as "a mcnna capable o£ 
eatl»if> ill:,' tl...' pressing necessities of the country, and of restoring peace to the miods and 
Oilniiiit? the consciences of all the inhabitant's of the empire, " which declaration, jw troo 
as precise and coiiscieritious. retidcis unnecessary, sire, any demoustrutiuu ou our part. 

But we canrtot omit to observe that these conceptions bold good, only supposing that the 
steps rcferrtil to had not I'l cn taken, and that, liowt-ver grave other circtinistHne-'s may 1)6 
stipfn'^e^l to bi', tliey cannot be sulhcient to enable the resolution contained in your Majesty's 
lettt r to satisfy tbe exigencies of the oonntiy or to restore tranquillity to the consciences and 
establish p<vKV. 

Your Miijchty is well aware tliat tlie temporal sovereign has no power over the conscience, 
except to retire its coaetlon over it, and that, therefore, while the Pope does not decide or 
tbe sovereiijn does not witlidniw this coaction, rnn«ctence will con tin U'' to bo af^itat- rl. 

With regard to the just exigencies of tbe country, we do not know wliat other there can 
be if they are not those of conscfenoe In Its moral relations with interest. Bat. referring 
only to that other cln^s of inteit st produrvrl by the aj>propriation of ecclesiastical property 
in favor of tbe now unlawful holders of the property of the church, aodor tbe laws that 
have despoiled it, even referring to these, and bearing In mind that many of these holders 
seek in the solution of the><' questionB, not the quieting; of conscience merely, but the con- 
SoliUatiou and restoration to value of their sudden wealth, your Mtuesty will allow us to 
state that even these persons will remain In the same condition as before, for the sovereign 
<!• duration of your M ijesty will pro<luce on their minds only the effect of nddin? the fear 
of new exactions and other burdens to tbe uuccrtaiaty whicli will continue to prevail so 
long as the concnrrence of the holy (K>ntiff shall not have been obtained. 

We will not duell, i?ire, ujkjo what relates to the competent maintenance of public wor- 
ship and the support of its ministers, iMvanse whatever the gratuitous euemiesof tbe church 
may cay, interest has never had the 8lit;htvst influence upon the conduct of Its psstors ; nor 
will we state to y.)ur Majesty that civil coactioii h iving' ( l aseil, only those contribute that 
are so disposed, and that the noble moral impulse that determines the^e gifts stibsists inde- 
pendent of all human jwwer. But we can assure your Majesty that all of us are ready to 
depend solely upon the piety of the faithful rather than upon any civil approi)riation. be- 
cause not him; is so dear to us, under these circumstances, as to sustain the dignity of the 
church aud the inde(H!nilenco of her priesth'Hid. 

With regard to religious tolerance, we c m see nothing that renders it, not to say urgent, 
but evfu «'xnisibl..' Mt xico is exclusively a Catholic country, anrl the opposition of tbe 
people to religious tolerance hsis always been manifeaied In the most unequivocal iiiJinner. 
When tlu^ constituent congress of 1856 was diacuMing the fifteenth article of the project of 
constitution, which would have cstabli^hcl reli^'ious tobranct?, notwithstanding the as- 
sembly was made up of tbe most advanced partisans of what is called reform and progress, 
and in spite of their nnanimons endeavor to secnre tbe snooess of such an idea, they were 
obli'^i il to give way un'b r fho irrfsistil'lu pit -sine of pub'lc opiuion, manif<'stL(l as never 
before. The radical liberals were the m tsters of tbe situation — they bad all power and 
controlled tbe public offices everywhere ; yet, notwithstanding all this, and tbe slight infla- 
cnce of the opposite p irty, nufl particularly of the rhun h, thrv were unable to stem the 
torrent. Addresses poured in from all part6 of the country, municipalities, guilds, entire 
populations, men and women, all tbe community, pronounced agidnst tbe article ; and even 
the irovnitiK lit of Comonfort, perceiving it was not wise tt» oppose the popular feeling so 
unanimously manifested, took its stand against religious toleionce, and tbe article was re- 
jected by an immense majority. 
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These facts, sire, nre eloquent indeed ; and in eevea yeen the character and wlU of • 

people are nut cbaiigud. 

It woulil hiive beeu very easy for ue, in lightly toochlog npon the ptdnts to which this 
atUlrcBs reliitis, to make with refcronco to eiich one of those points, and in general with 
reference to the oo-cil!ed lawa of reform, more ample observations ; but we have ixeu •lo- 
stroue to confine oun>clve8 carefully to the Hiniplest indications, both in order not to exceed 
what our duty sitri' tly MMpiir- i«iid not to diptract your Majesty's attention ; and rami ly. 
after so much that botli uiii-sclves and our predccetisors have said, and have prove<l and 
demooHtmted with a>l chutes of argmnents in our representaiione and prott sis to the dif- 
fer (.ti t povcnrnents which have attacked tlie church, and very particularly in the d<>cu- 
ineut«i which we cue K»t<t: herewith, in order not to unnece^iiarily prolong thbaddiesti, we do 
not feel that it is necessary for m to say anything more. We shall never, however, oeaa» 
xeiteratiu^ our suiijili* itions to your Majesty that you will cause an end to hp put to the 
grave embarrassuent that has arisen from the ibsuauce, without awaiting the arrival of the 
new pontifioU inatmctlom, of a reMlotton that, not having tiM oonconvniie of the two 
powers, leaves still on foot, ami oven will largely angniLTit, the »<vils alrrady sntTi red, will 
aggravate each day more and mure the »it(iatiou and render it more eri ileal ; and we can- 
not my to what point will mnltlply the difBculties with which your Majeiity is atiuggliug 
for the re-eatabllshment of peaoe and the ocmeolldation of the empire. 

ji'isILAQIO ANTONIO. 

CLEUBNTE DE JEsUS, 

AreUnt/UM ^ MtehoacoH. 
J06B HARU, 

BEONARDO, 

Bi'hop of Q'Merdaro, 
I6KAGI0 MAThX). 

£t$hop of ZiKotmat, 

Muico, Deetmber 29, 186i. 



No. 4. 
[hnnelatlon.] 

Maximilien, emperor of Mexico, having consulted our council of ministers, we have do> 

Cree<] and do decree the following : 

Akticli 1. The empire protects the Catholic Apostolic and Komau religion as the reli> 
glon of the state, 

AiiT. 2. All forms of worship not contrary to morality, civilization, and poivd manners, 
shall have free and ample toleration in all the territory of the empire. No worship can be 
established without the previous consent of the government. 

Abt. 3 As ( iix^omstances shall demand, the administiationt lyy poUce legnlatloaB, will 
arrange all that may concern the exercise of worship. 

Art. 4. Abases which may be committiid by the authorities against the exercise of wor- 
ship, and against the liberty which the laws guarantee to their BaioisterSr shall be laid be- 
fore the council of stiite. 

This decree shall bo placed in the archives of the empire and publisbed in the official 
journal. 

Done at the palace, at Mexico, February 26, 1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

By order aS hli Imperial Mi^esty. 

PEDBO ESCUDEBO Y ECHANOVE. 

Mini$Ur nf Jtutict, 



No. 6. 
[TVandatton.] 

We, Maximilian, emperor of Mexico, having congulted uur council uf ministers, have de- 
creed and do decree the following : 

Abticlb 1. The council of Kt.ito t-hall revise all the o|i.'ruti« ns of (ho atnortir itiun nnd 
nationalisation of ecclesiastical property, executed in conj5e<iuonte ot the laws of Cue 2itU of 
June, 1869, and others agreeing therewith. 



L-iyui^ud by Google 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



595 



Art 2. Tin; council on making the n-vision sh vll remedy exct^R^es anrj injtifitice comniit- 
teil by fnutl. by violation of Ute»aid law», or by tbe abususof the {unclionaries charged 
wllh thvir extriition. 

Art. S 'I If L 'iiiicil will make the reviidon truly, openly, and id g *od faith, and with no 
more im;>«!<ltiuciitK thnn tti< ise which it may ooaal<t«r neceMary to each c««e, for the oiaiiifeip 
tiition juui illuftniti m of truth 

Art 4. The n s inti.iuH of tlie oouncU are {rrevooable, and wHl ho executed as thejr are, 
without fxc' p' iuii ot any kind 

Abt. 5. L;iH III! oi>€iuti<>ns executed without fraud, and in acc«»idar.c"t> with the laws iil- 
nady cit' d. will !« confirm*^. Tbone which do not oome under th s li<- id will be annulled. 

AnT (i 111 u'ular <)[.iTatii>ns which mny h*vc hLvn executftl rtr.dtist tht* tenor of tln'-^u 1 
2aw6, with the upprobutiuu «jf thu tiUeinl (fovcrtuut-ut. m^y rnliticd. reducing t|jt*m uru- 
vlouaiy to the terms preecribeii in the same lawa, so long as there be no injury to a third 

pii: ty . 

Akt. 7. Transiictions which may he declared null and void may be revised on c«>udiUou 
that tbey be brought fi>rwAr<l in accordance with the tt-rma of the law of the 13th July, 

IH.'t'J; tl) ',t fltfieis p.tid itit'i the treasury in money a fiuti of twi'nty live p«T d tit on the 
totui value of the cstati; or aipital a<ijtwUt^ ; and that no lous is Ciu»«:d to a thiid party by 
lighh; acquired previous to the rMvieion of the claim. 

Akt. ^ ('(i;ii-:-.--ii»i,s in.tdf \<y tlf f. dt-ni! ivi-rnnient, 8o th d tlie ]virf in money df (he 
adjudication or retieaipiiwus should l>e covered with crediU» arising from the [Mtisonal eer vices 
of Rerraittf of the Rtate. will not vitiate the operation no l«inff as the ooncewlon is under- 
et :< d to Ik' Solely and iiiiini di it. ly in f ivor <■{ tli . se who pritve tin i*e serviies 

Art 9. lawful flights acquired by the law of the 25lh uf June, 1856, Bhall not be coa- 
aider^d lo»t or extingnished, except by expreMi renunciation or on pro<if of their having 
bt^en ex ( u(.' 1 siniiiltaneotisly with the opi-mtiou from which ir ig derived The rt^nonnce- 
moutii of womeu who may have do other right in pmperty, or of the custodiana or guardiaoa 
of children, in the name of their pupils, will b>i of no effect. 

Abt. 10. To qualify the rij^hts which arederive-d ir in thesaid laws and the effecta which 
they mm t prtnluce. the <late of their publication wUi^ la eveiy instance, be oonatdered 
according to the princfples of legitjUtion. 

Akt. li. The transfer which the clergy made of property or estates In those places which 
were snbjected to the .'idniinihtntion of Generals Zuloa^a and Miramon may be nitirtcd, if 
there be no lo«5 to a lliiid party, by reason of any rights previously a<'quirpd. For the 
giinie reH.«on the transaction execiite<l by virtue of the laws of the 12th and l.;ili of 'uly, 
1^.^'.^ shall :il!4u Ije raiiUed in subjection to them previous to their publication iu their re* 
apective places. 

AitT 12. In tlie c isc of operations on which the decrees have been executed, and judicial 
acts duly published, the revision thereof sh»dl be limitei] to tlu- ieiuilnrs«-ii;c it of tiie ex- 
chequer with toward to the enticiments of this law, which may have been intriugcd or de* 
fraaded in the said tranMctfon. The rela»bttnsement of the exchequer mtt«t be made by 
the actual possessor of the e>;t ite or funds. 

Akt. Li. Whenever a transaction shall bo declare*! null and of no eO'ect, the sums od- 
vaucod by the pereon executing it must he returned in coin, and the value which it may 
have, in the sjine m.-^finer. fonii, and tiTtns in which it \v:is rivi'.'in >My in i'le. The Ic5;al 
interei«t on ihct« sums shall also be paid iu cash, corretupoudiog to the time which may 
have trnufipired and the actual value of the improvements which may bavo been made on 
the estates. The^e reinibnrst'inciits will n^ttake place in cases whiTe itis knowo ttwt the 
transaction had been fraudulently executed. 

Akt. 14. For the restitntlcm of credits which do not exist In the publlcoffices the council 
will i.-siie a certificate, which will have the same legal elTect as? thu r'-pl.iced credit. 

Art. 15. The restitution of estates or funds which may have beeu the object of invalid 
operations should be nnde with the proceeds or results which they may have realized. 

Akt. 16 There .*;hrill be establUked on office, to be called "The A(Itniln^tration of Nation- 
alized Property." It shall have control over the administration of that kind of property 
•which may not legitlniately come under the head of private property : it shall copy the 
evidetice which may be considered necessary for therevislonri ; it shall put into practice thn 
administrative and economical ojierations cr)ri<in'j!:ent on each act of revision, or whatever 
may be liecmed necessary for the council. And for the departments, wherever it may 
appear necessary, the council will prop(;se to us the nomination of agents to discharge the 
functions with which tliey will be churL^cd \ c ntnscllor OT auditor, appointed by us, on 
the propOHttl of the council, shall be inspector tijere<}f. 

Art. 17. All the funds or caiatal of nationalized property that may not have been trans- 
ferred or redeemed, those which are recovered by revision . and those which proceed from 
the transfer of estates which were afterwards made, shall be iu chatge of tho otlice of 
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T)ntioi).'i1iz4!(l property, whicli will nee that they are propcrlj adminiiitered, and collect their 

reiiU wliile carryin;^: out ilicir functions. 

AllT 18. No riiilil whicii (litx'ctly or ()ri;;iniilljr proceeds from mortmain tran^ i fu ns <.r 
nntionalizitioii ill exercised, or iKMiiaiiL- of iniy value, jiidiciftl or e.\tra-juiin i il, while 
it M hut Hhovvti in due aii«i proper form that the (tperati m whence it prott;e<l»-<l luis bcea 
properly huiI c<Mrcctly revii-e<l. 

Akt. 19. AltlK>iijih the revision may not be comph t.'. if it Ik- .^hown in iluc f"i in tliat 
the prt»tv.s> to ubbiin it lini$ been pIe^eI)tel^, the righlH to which the pit vious arlicl«- ri T r.s 
niHy be exen i^od ; but those who obtain it for them rouMt give si curity to the 8a(ififHi:tiun 
of th<- ( )iir f jr. lu'c. {Jtitt it frimira i/utoMiat} or keep the matter io judicial ooone until the 
revision i.s coiuplele. 

Abt. 20. Nor Bhall any right or privilege, Jadidal or extrA-{ndlcial, be ezerdned in rela* 

tion to nation ili/i'tl (>>^tate8 which may not have hcvn inctuiled in opcratiorhi of mortmalD 
or nntioualizitiou, or which may have beeD returned to eccU-siastiuil cor(>oratlons. Tbe 
pocueMors or dtt(alD«rg of those etitatea moat show pkoie within two months in the form 
piiM ril ed by the enactments of tliis law. 

AuT. 21. Any peraon contravening the three laHt-nientioQed articles, or their acoomplIoeRy 
iihMll incnr a ftoe of from $1,000 to $15,000, or six months to Are years' imprlsoomeut. 
The penalty >halt Ik; applied openly aud wlthottt reference to tbe nullity of the act or acts 
wlitcli may huve be«u exercibed. 

Abt. ii. Hie redemption of funds or capital must be shown witlun two months. If th« 
manifcKtatiou h. n< >t made, the redemption will be coDsideiednall, and the deed of rooogut* 
tioo will recover uU iu» vigor and force. 

Abt. 23. Ke<;otiHt{ooB now pending in the tribunals in wbich tbereis a <)uestio& of the 
validity or pn iereniv of rights Required by the laws of mortmain or natnralisatloQ will 
pasa the council und thus be dis{)oiied of. 

Abt. 24 Natiunali^t d pi o{)erty which may not bare been traniiferred in conseqnenoo of 
the laws already mentioned, and those which may he nclaimeil by virtue of tlie revinion, 
hhall be tiati.sf< ired in (he form and terms which tbe law provider for the hiile of the estates 
of the excheipier, with d»ie regard i>) the provisions prescribed by this law. 

Abt. 2a. The o .'^t 'if the transfers »ihall he place i at six per cent, per annum, with tbo 
hypothecation of the estate itself for a term of ei.;hteen yearx, to be cidlecit d annually 
aud in e<|ual partis ihe diminution of the time of recoj^nition aud the payiiient in cash 
of the whole or part of the price shall not have any alteration. 

Akt. 26 Country property, in ord- r to l>i- triin-l.-rn'<l, hhall b.' di\ i !' tl into ^mrt^, and the 
proji cl of division whit h is formed m each Cii^^c ^hali be preteulttd to us lor our upprohation. 

AftT. 27. In every c.ise of the transfer of country lands the preference shall be given to 
peis^ms liaviiiir no oti;er landed pioperty ; and in no case shall more than two piopertles 
be transferred to a tiugle person. 

Art. 28. The transfer of agricultural lands shsll only be msde in favor of persons who 
have no other landed property. 

AuT. 29. All clerks, Kecrct^uics, Dotaties public, judges aud olhera, shall, within twt> 
months from the pablfcaUon of this law, remit to the mlDlster of Jttstice a circnmstantial 
Lotice of all writing's ^raijt- 'l in tln ir juotocols from tht' Intof Jnni', 18.'>6, with r iVrence 
to natiuualiaed propeity, with a btatenit- nt of all nutet> iu lefercuce thereto, 'i ho.-^i who do 
not exactly execute and punctually comply with this direction shall incur the pen alty of 
deprivation of oflice ami a fine ol $i>(ii» to $^,000. 

Aki\ no. At the termioation of the time specilied in the last article our niiuUter of jus- 
tice shall name examiners of the protocols, to make examination as to the fulfilment of 
the afiTemeutioned provision. 

'J'his de( ree shall be deposited in the archives of the empire, and be published in the 
ofRcial gazette. 

Qiven in tbe palace of Mexico, February 26, 186S. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

command of his imperial Majesty. 

PBDBO ESCUDERO Y ECHANOVK, 

MutMLer qf Jtutite, 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Bjomero, 

Dkpartmknt of State, 

Washington, Korcrnhcr 1, 1865. 

Sir: I have tlie honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 28th 
of March last, and of its eoclosnreo, numbered I to 5, inclnBive, calling llie at- 
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teiition of this governmetit to tlie said documeDts whith refer to the eveut:) oc- 
curring in the M(>zican republic* at their respective dates. 

While thanking you for the infbrniatioii thus communicated, which it« con- 
tained in your note and itn interesting accompaniments. 1 avail myself of the 
opportunity to tender to you» sir, the assurance of my very distiDgui:ihed con- 
sideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

.fiefior Matias Bohbbo, Sfn., 

Wtuhinglon, V. C, 



JSir, Romero to Mr. Seward. 
[Itanalatioo.] 

Hbxican LfiOATiON IN THK Umtbu Statrs, 

WathingUm^ April 7, 1865. 

Mn. Sr.rRFTARY: Pursuant to my intention to coramunicatp to tlio jrovfrn- 
ment ot the United States, throuf:li your resju'cted channel, the jirineipal docu- 
ments which may come to my hands, and which may serve to give au idea of 
the policy observed by tbe forces and the agents of uie French government in 
Mexico, I have the honor to accompany with this note some of tbose published 
in numl'frs 9 and 10 of " jE/ d/rrro th Mdztithin" the organ of the ?o-calh'd 
government of the ex-Arcliduke Maximilian in the State of Sinaln.i. 1 will t.ikc 
the liljcrty to hriefly call your attention to these evidences brou^jht to light by 
the agents themselves of the French intervention in mj country. 

The first is a decree from the French General Oastagny, issued on the 2 'tli 
of January last, in wliith, rrf( rrinp; tn another decree upon the same subject, 
ixoiJi the general-in-chief of the rieiicli forces in Mexico, and to the instructiom* 
of Maximilian, a court-martial id Ciitablished in Mazatlan, from which there is 
no appeal, to pronounce, at discretion, sentences which are to be executed within 
twenty-four hours against every republican guerilla, and even against any priS' 
oner made from the regular forces who defend tlu; independ(;nce of their country, 
for it is known that the former, and even in luaiiy cases the latter, are called b}* 
the invadei-8 of Mexico "armed malefactors," against whom a|>pareiiily the 
decree of which I speak is levelled. This barbarous system of trying by 
finreign co.urts-martialv and without subjecting to any law or ride, as they pass 
sentences at discretion, has already carried to the gallows hundreds of victims, 
among them many such as Sefior Chavez, the constitutional governor of Aguas 
Calieutes, and General Ghilardi. the companion-in-arms of Garibaldi. These are 
the ** armed malefactors*' whom the invader seeks to exterminate. 

The second point in evidence, which I accompany with this note, is another 
decree from the same General Castagny, removing the political uk! civil author- 
ities of Mazatlan, appointed by the French agent which precofleil tlie said gen- 
eral at Mazatlan, and constituting other persons in their places, under the threat 
that, if any one of them should not accept the position to which he has been 
designated, he will snffer a penalty of imprisonment for six months, agreeably 
to the law issued upon the subject by the intervention. 

The existence of thin so-called law, and the necessity of threatening its exe- 
cution in the decree to which 1 refer, are the best proni> \\ Inch can be imagined 
of the want of popularity with which the cause of the intervention contends in 
Mexico. 

The third evidf nee cf>ni])ri,-t several communications which have passed be- 
tween the so-called political prefect of Sinaloa anrl the Licentiate Don Ladi.-lao 
Gaona, from which it appears that this advocate did not immediately accept ilje 
appointment which was conferred upon him uf judge of the ln>t instance, aud 
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tbough he excused htinecif apon the plea of infirniit}-, he wita ordered to be im* 

prisoiu-d, und compelled to accept the office. 

The fonrth and la^t evidrnce wliich I have the lionor to trnnt>mit, altli(ni;:;h of 
a hitrr date, e(/nsiilute» tVoiu its tenor a very fiti^uhir c!t>c'nin»'nt. It is a pro- 
ceed in^ f«ub:5cribed by sundry persons of the city of Aguas Calientea, who were 
couipt lled by the poliHcal prefect to protest that they would not he hostile to 
the new order of ihiiigs. But the fact is tu be noted that the majority of the 
f^i<rner8, not ^ali.-fied tliat it fehouhT" appear in the int^trument that they acttd by 
order of the prefect, took care to set forth before each of their 8i«;iiatun «» that 
they complied with that act solely through the iear of the paius with which 
they were threatened. What is most singular in this document, which reveals 
^-hat has taken place in drawing up all the acta of adhesion to the enipure» 
i«hould be brought to light as a proof of the ppr)ntaneity with which it is being 
accepted in Mexico. I forbear from the reMcciioiir* mI/icIi tlu se docnmentr* ifug- 
get*t, because they cannot be concealed Irom the well-known penetration of the 
government of the United States, which I have no donbt will properly estimate 
them. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to repeat to yoat Mr. Secretary, the a»- 
sorances of my very distinguished consideration. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, ^v., fyc. 



[Ekidoettre No* 1.— Tnu»IsUon.] 
[FYom the Oorreo de Mazatlan, 28th of January, 1865 — Yolnme 1, No. 9 } 

Grefforio Almada, superior p-Mtical prefect of the dcpirtmtnt of Stniloa, to its iuki'^danls : 

Know ye, that hla exoeUeocy Major Qeneial Oe Castagny has directed to me the follow- 
ing decrt u : 

" E.M'iNunioNABT Vumxm or Mkxico, Ii>t Dirutoa or Lnfa.vtby, OmnuL Starr. 

"(Jcneral de Catitapny, corainandinjf the 1st division of tlie Franco-Mexican army : 

•* Ju virtue of the cou»»titUfHt d. nte ot the gent-nil-in chief, inMiwi the 20th of June, 
1863, in virtue of the oidMS fr<'m hU Majesty the Emperor Maaimilian, and uilDg powers 
conferred, a p"n hhi), du rt-vs as fallows : 

•* Abtu'i.k 1. A cuurt-tuurtiul i« hereby estahlished iu Ma/^itlan. 
Abt l j his ouurt is invented with diecret ioiial powers to judge, withoat appeal, every 
pereoTi who lifluims to t!i»' ^hh^h of armed iiiuhfactorH. 

*' Abt. 3. 'lh>» cuutt hhati prouuuute t>euteuoe by a majurity of votes and at o&e ^>«3«ion. 

** Aat. 4. Sentences shall be ezccatcd within twenty-four bouis, oonnting from the 
moment of tbdr passage. 

** General CommaniUng ttu UrU Lhvifton, 

**D£ GASrrAQNT. 

" MasaiLAa, JSmuory 25, 1865." 

1 lit refore I order this to be printed, published and drcnlated, and that 11 be dniy 

obt;3i'd. 

Mas&TLAM, January 28, 1SC5. 

Buycrinr Pulitical Prefftt, 

UliEtiOiaO ALMADA. 

titer clary Gtntral qf Uie Prefeduref 

Qaaooaio Momro. 



[Enclosnie No. S.] 

[Tsken from the same paper as the preceding-] 

Cfr^iorw Atmadot mptrwr foUtkai fr^eU 4^th» i^arlmuA ^Smtka, h ittMMUmtt: 
Know yc, that his excellency Major General de Ctatagny, has directed to me the follow* 

ing decree : 

" KxprnjTioxAUY Foiu e of Mkxico, It't Division ok Ixfa-ntry, GrxmAL Stafp. 
. General de Castaway, commundiug the l&t divUion of the Franco- Mtxktm ainiy : 
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** Oonsiilcriug that the authorities of \fazat1an have h?en elt ctvd by a Rmall portion of 
the populiitiun, iinif, moreover, hav-- (akcn little piiinrt ii> ilo their duty. It in decreed, that 
the lo lowint; pcrsuns are provisionally a^ipoiattid to olHce till their uomiaattuiu are rati- 
fied by hU MajcHty the Kmperor Maximilian : 
I', hti -.il pn/tci. — Don Oregorin Ahnafla 
MaiueipfU pr^tel —Don Krancltico Uooicx Florea. 

** CUy OawU. — Preeldent. Don Vicente AWares de la Roia. Oooncilmeo : 1. Angel 
LoiM>z Portilio. 2. T^on Vilhutriirtr, (<l<K^tor.) 3 MntiTu-l Hidalgo. 4. Miguel F. Casteo. 
5. Fortuiiato de la Vega. 6. Juhu Kamircz. 7. Ji^us iMaciae. 

*^ Sgndie».^\, Don Hatiae Aooeta. S Don Santiaffo BiTero. 

** Jleadlw.— 1. Don Maaoet Oiitollanw, 2. Don Fkandaoo Haio. S. Don Ykento Hal- 
donado. , 

** Any of the penoot ahove mentioned who refute to peTform the dntlea of the oiBcet 
a.s>igncd to them ihall waMw six moathe* imprisonment, aooocding to the piovieiona of 
thtf Jaw. 

*« Omtni Cb w Mw tfy i>e iW Dkridtn, 

•'DS OASTAONT. 

" UKjUMtOAaTEBS uf Masaxlam, Jottuory 27, 18fi5." 

Tliercforc I older thli to lie printed, puhUehed, and drcalated, and commaad Uiat it be 
duly obeyed. 

IfAianav, Jmuarsf 28, 186ft. 

Superior Pditieal Frtfect, 
GKEGOiUO ALUADA. 

OaiooBio Hoimn. 



(Eneloeure No. 3 ] 

[Taken from the same paper an the preceding.] 
Gngorio Almada, m/^perior fUUieal gf^tiA qf th» dqpartmmt ef Suuha, to it» MMUuUt : 

Know yc, that hla exoelleiu^ Major Qenend de Oaatagny, hae direefeed to me the follow- 
ing decree : 

** KznomoirABT Foboi or Maxico, Ut Division or iNrANTRr, Gbnkral Staiv. — ^No. 1355. 

** Genrral Ca«tagny, commatidin? first division of tho Franco-Mexican army, eonald- 
eriug it of great importance to orgatitzo the judicial power an naun ati pui3^ible, and re> 
Cpecting the reoommendations of the Kiiperior political prefect, decrees on follows : 

•* The persons nietiliotietl below are hereby appointed to oftic-; till their norninationg aro 
ratified by iiia Majesty the Emperor Maximilian, asulBcer^ of the supreme court : Sliuister, 
libendado Don Jesoe Betancourt ; attorney, Liceneiado Don Jo«^ Ifaria Loreto Iribarren. 
Tlie f)ther officers required in the sni)reme court of justice shall he appointed by the polit- 
ical prefect, taking mto conbideratiou the miuLster's recomraendatioas. 

" The following persons are hereby appointed by the political prefect till their nomina- 
tions are ratitied by his Majenty the Emperor: First jud!j;e of tlri^t instance, Lloenolado 
Ladiiilao Oaona; second ju<lge of tlrst iostaoce, Liceociado Jesus Briugas. 

** MAsanav, Jmvary 27, 1865. 

** Gmetd uf the Division, 

"DE CASTAQN7. 

" PotUkd Pr^td, 
"Don Gbmobio Aihaimi, Ptmmt,** 

1 lu refore, I order this to be printed, pnblished, and dicnlated, and command that it he 

duly ol.>eyed. 

IIazatlaji, January 28, 1865. 

AgpWMr Polilical Prefect, 

QhmOBiO ALUADA. 

Secrttary Otneral qf the rrt/ulure, 
Oaaocttio Moftaao. 
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[Endofluie Ho. 4.} 

[From El Correo de Ifiitlfa, the ofHcial paper of tlje drpartmeot of Slnaloa, Febrowj 9, 

1865, vohiin.- 1, No 10 ] 

Superior polUkdf j'Tfffcturt qf the dtparinuut (if Sirvilm. 

As tho same causes still cxUt that I explained to the Rupenor political prefect of the 
department in my conference witb him yesterilay, why I shonid be exonsed from accepting 

thfi place of 2d jn-ipe of first ioeteooe, to which T hw*' bet-n ai>i)(>inted by General de 
Castagny ; and as 1 urn agnia suffering from another uttuck of malijjiiaiit coaot ferer, from 
which I have already suffered much, making a change of atr nesesmry to my recovery, as 

my phyt-iciiin says, I tuake known this to V 'li fK it y<>n mx\s infntm the Mipi rior p<iliilc3il 
prefect of the department that, for reasons given, 1 cauuot acct;pt»tlie afure?uiJ appoiut- 
Baent. 

L. GAOMA. 

To the bKCRKTART (ht Superior 

PMUoa Pr^tetw ^th$ Dipartmniy PrmML 
If Aiai&air, Jmmarff 30, 1865. 



[Enclosure No 5 ] • 
iSUPBBIOK PULITICAL raEri:CltUl. o> JUS Dt i \BTMR.vr or SiNAUiA, 

Maaanlan, Febnmr^ 2, 1865. 

ExcELLfACT : Your oflSci(i1 letter of yef-te?(!:iy has informed nie of the (beic- ncainst T^- 
dislao Guona, who, despite his coufiuemcnt, still refutes to serve as second judge of first 
instance for this port, to which he was appointed by jr our excellency's decree, promulgated 
the 2Sth of January la^t. 

I now transmit the resolution to Mr. Gaona, and will see that ii is enforced, and will 
recommend to you, when retiuircd, a person to fill his place in the alwve- mentioned oflice. 

Qod grant yoo many years. 

Swerior Political Prtfed, 

GRBGOBIO ALMADA. 

Satfdary General, 

G. MOBEJfO. 

His Excellency General of the Division, 
Db CiurrAOMT, FraeiU. 



[Endosnre No. 6 ] 
• 8cmioi PouTiflAii FakncTOU ormi DF.rAnTMic»T or Sinmoa, 

Aliutllan, Fcfirmry 2, lfi<)5. 

nis excellency General De Csstn^cny, of the division, infornud me ofluhilly yesterday, 
til it notwitbstandinu' yonr riiKrefpeettuI refus;il of the second juti^^eship of fir^t instHnce, to 
which you were cnlK cl by a decn c of the '2^<ih of Jjuuinry. lH»i5, he will give a proof of hia 
indulKcncc by pniuting y<»u thn-e <iuyh from yt-sterday to reflect u|>ou the serious conse- 
quences of your r. HiHtauee to the decree, and If you remain oontomaoionfl, to imprison yoa 
for f«ix months for not rf.spt ctitiir his eonnnantls as yOQ onght. 
I couiuiuuiuite this to you lor yuur lufurmutiou. 

Superior PUUkd Prtfr-t, 

ORUGJEXO ALMADA. 

Stcrtlary General, 

O. MOUHO. 
Uoenciado Don LxnisLAO Gaon-a, 

Afpointti Stamd Judjft ^ ilrtf Intianu at Uiit Fart, I'rumt. 

[Enclosure No. 7.] 

SunaioB Pouncuu. PBOiorru of tbb DxPAranvr <w Sivaioa, 

Mmatm, FAnnarn 2, 1865. 

Sib : Don Ladislao Gaona writes mo oQicially as follows : 

•* Mazatlan, Ftbruary 2, 18G5. 

** In reply to yonr note of to^y, I have the honor to say that I did not at first accept 
the ju'!.:' >!i;p olTon d me for the sole reasons given at Urn time, and not Intended as con- 

tumaciuuA. I now accept the place. , 

•«L. GAONA. 

" Th« SvpBBiOR PouxiOAi Fuiiot ^ tftii D^Qrtmudf PnmiL" 
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I scad you a copy of the nl)ovc note, that y<m nay order Ifr. (Hu>ua to be liboiated and 
to take cliar<;o cf the c.ffiio to which ho has beM sppoiated. 
Gud grunt you luauy j earii. 

Superior FoUtkal Prtftd, 

QAEGORIO ALHADA. 

Secretarjf Oeneral, 

Hb Esrellency Gutieral of the DivWon, 
Dm CAUxanr. PnaoU, 

-* 

[Enclc^ure No. 8.] 

MaxicAji Euri&K, Second Jcsticb or Lkitrba, 

MdtaOan^ FArmry S, 1866. 

I have tliis (lay taken possession of tbe second judgeship of first infstance, by Older of 
your note of tbe 29ib Jaauaiy last, and have the honor to inform yoH of it. 

L. GAONA. 

The SunuOR PoinioiA& Pftinoi ^fiUi Z^l ytt i flmw l, PnmL 



^elcoare No. 9. — TinuMlatlon.] 
[From tbe P^jaro Yexde, Mexico, 25th dmy of Aqgnsfc, 1864.] 

PfiOTBSTS. 

We, the undersigned, in compliance with (heorder of the headprefectof the depeitment 
that pTsons holding ofticf under the constitution of lHr>7 shall present tliemselves at the 
prefecture and provu that they are not hostile to the imperial government, protest on our 
word of honor chat we will behave Ulce honest dtiseoa, will live In a peaoefal manner, and 
nill engage fat no act of boetllity against tbe present government. 

FBUX DE LA PAZ. 

and twenty oUiers. 

I sigoed because tbe penalty established in the circular of August luth last is very se- 
vere, and I am told tliat it wUl be enforced. 

FRAN( ISCO B. JAYMB. 

I signed Uiis protest for the same reason tliat the Licenciate Jayme did. 

MIGUEL OUIirCHABD. 

I protect that I have been hostile to no government up to this time, and I sign the pres- 
«nt protest becanse of the penalty imposed by the cinmlar of the loth of last August. 

QUILLEEMO B. BRAND. • 

Ac.uAS Calirnte^^, July 18, 18G4. 

Although we have served none of tho> governments of the country, nor have joined any 
political parties, we sign !this present paper to avoid the aerlons ooosequences that might 
oocnr in caae of refbsal. 

J. REFUGIO GUlNCHAIiD. 

Althotigli I never held any ofTice, T h u e been summoned by the prefect to ask. me to be 
neutral. 1 protest to bo so to avoid me further troubles. 

A. 0. BERRTJEOO. 

Not bdng employed by the government, but bring partial to the liberals, I am called 
upon to make this protest that I wiU live In peace. I hereby declare to remain nentml 
under all circumstances. 

TRINIDAD PEDBOZA. 
JESUS H. A8C0N. 

For the sake of Buiforiog imprisonment or exile, I signed this protest. 

BliUNO DAVALOS. 

Although I am partial to the liberal party, I have never shown any hostility to the pres- 
ent government, and I sign this protest to save myself from banishment or worse evils. 

LUZ Q. BUAVO. 
ANTONIO COKNEJO. 
FRANCISCO BOSALES. 

There are a great many other remarks like the preceding ones. 
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Mr, Seward to Mr, Romero. 

Department of S i atr, 

Washtngton, November 2, 1865. 

Sir : I have the liniior to at-knowledge yotir cotnnmnicntions of ^farcli '31, 
and April 3 and 7, ISUj, with their respective euclusure;?, trausiuittiug, for the 
infbnnation of this governmeott accouoU of the condition of affaira in Mexico, 
and of tlie events ucc-un ing there connected with the operations of the forces 
Contendiiijj!^ in lliat r«>jml)lic. 

You will he pk-a.-icd to accept my grateful acknowledgment^i f v the interest- 
ing iuformatiou you have to kindly communicated, while I avail myself ol the 
occasion to reiterate to you, sir, the assnranees of my high consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Sefior Matias Bombro, Sfc, ^r., 4r., 

WashingtoM, D. 0, 



Mr, lionuro to Mr. Hunter, 
[TnuiBlation.J 

Mbxigan Lbgation in thb United States of AMRRrcA, 

Washhgtmi, May 10, 1865. 

Mb. AcTixn Srcrktarv : I have the honor to transmit to you, for the in- 
formation ol the govcrumeut of the United States, q copy, in English, of a note 
which I this day received from Sefior Lerdo de Tejada, the minister of foreign 
rehitiODS of the Mexican republic, dated from the city of Chihuahua, on the 28d 
of March last, and marked Xo. 1 in "wliich the views of the Mexican govern- 
ment are comtnunicatcd to mv. \\\-\\ r( rrri nc' to th«' note which I Ijad the honor 
to address to your department on the 6th of 1 ebruary previous, protesting against 
the aets of ue French agents in Mexico, with which they are attempting to 
malce the republic responsible. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to yon, sir» the assnranees of 
dietiugakhed consideraliou. 

M. liUMERO. 

Hon. WlLUAM HUNTBB, ifc., S^c, SfC, 



[No. 102.— Tkaasbtioo.] 

DapAanmror Fohuon Rilations and or Govkrnmrnt. 

National Palace at Chihujhiut , Mirch'l'.^, 1SC5. 

In th« copy annexed to your note No. 31, of February 6 of this year, the citizen Presi- 
deot of the repnblfc hut Men tbe protest which you communicated under the nroe date to 

the hoDornble Secretary of State of the United States, witli rtfereui'o to the report ttiat the 
French government bad resolved to order its agent, Siaximtliau, to sign a pietended ces- 
•ioD of a large part of the territory of the Mexican repabtle. 

The Prtfiident appn»ve« your conduct, »1 though in this matter the republic ha^ a1re;i<ly 
protestefl from the beginning, by many of it^ legitimate or^aua, and of all constituted 
authoritlee, nf^ainet all the acts and consequences of foreign invasion. 

Neither tlie republic nor its government can ever be holden for the debts of the French 
agent Muxituilian, whose only title to authority i-^ that lent to liim by the presence of 
tbe armed forces of France, and who could not HUqtaiu him^lf in Mexico for a bingle day 
without the support of (bn^gn bayonet s. 

The Mexican people, repre8ente<l in the national congress, haa Boleronly dccl irod ita in- 
tention not to cede any part of the territory, whether large or small, to any nation. For 
thJa leason, in the laws enacted by ooogroH, whioh conferred the most ample powers upon 
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the govcrnmeDt, even that of conoludiDg treaties with foreiga powers, the mtriotloii was 
inserted that, In any treaty so coocladed, the Integrity of the national territory should bo 

respected. 

If Maximilian, io obedience to the orders of Napoleon, has sigaed or should hereafter 

pijiH a prelf'nde*! cetyjioii nf a portion of the territory, tlii* should not be surprising, for) in 
order tu do 8o, he must have »et aitide every coDsideratiun for the righte and will of the 
Mexican i>cople, all renpect for the tintioDal hunur, and even for the sentiment of personal 
dignity, trom tlic inntnvnt when, ilironirh of asttuuied authority, 

be determined to play in Mexico the part of the enbmir'fiiv'e agent of the French goverumeot. 
I teuew to you, tjir, luy very dibtinguisbed cou^ideratiuu. 

LBRDO DB TEJADA. 

Citisen Mati AS HoMKiio. 

Envoy Kttrdordiiiary ani Mmider Plenipoitnti'irj/ 

^tke Mexiem R^MtCt WiaMpglen, D, C 



JWir. Romero to I\Tr. Seicard, 
(.Translation. Jl 

Hbxican Legation in thb United Statrs op Ambrica, 

Washington, June 12, 18C5. 
Mr. Secretary : There has come mto my bands a mcinorauduin which con- 
taiu8 some con^ideratious oti the question abnut Mexico, treated from the poiut 
of view of the kwn of nations in what regards the United States. Without ex- 
pressing at prosctit any opiuion respecting it, mach less asking it from the gov- 
ernment of the United States, I oonfine myself to sending to 70a a copy of said 
memorandum. 

I avail of ihis opportunity to renew to you, Mr. Secretaiy, the assurance of 
my most distiuguished consideration. 

H. BOMEBO. 

Hon. William H. Sswabd, ifc, ^v. 



Whatever were the causes whicli led to the war between France and Mexict», when it 
occurred it aSBume<l the character of a war l>etween two >>overeiL;n and independent nations. 
In .•f/fA a war the United States had no ri^'ht to interfere, for. in acconlance with estiib- 
lltthed priucipleA of international law, the federal government was in duty bound to ob.->orve 
a strict neutrality. But after the oooupation of the city of Mexico t^* the French, tlieir 
real policy and intentions were unnuMked. Hew tactioB were at ooca adopted, which 
changed the entire aspect of atfuira. 

Former grievanoes were lost eight of; dalns for Indemnities and spoliations ceased to be 
the order of the d iy. Assisted by a few leading and influential Mexicans. France set to 
work to remodel the political status of the country, and succeeded in organizing an impe* 
rial party, representing the minority, In opposition to the repnblican party, r©pr««entlng 
th** iniijoiity. Hostilitica ensued between the two, and ami war was inaugurated. In Ids 
last annual mcssige to GongrcM, President linadn, alluding to the situation of afiairs in 
Mexico, took this view In dt^lariog tliat eWI war was still raging in that country. 

I'his chuuge of policy on the part of France changed tlie positi.ni of the rniteil f^t ites In 
roference to the Mexican question. The war assumed a new form, and, from one waged 
between two nations, degenerated into a struggle for supremacy between two parties If 
the French considered therus* Ives justified in maintaining by for o of arms one of tlu'RO 
parties, the United States bad undoubtedly the right to give their support to the other. 
International law no longer compelled them to oheerve a neutrality. 

What was the result of this state of things f Simply that the impt rial party, pupported 
by French bayonets, and countenanced by other Kurupean governments, who saifered the 
newly-proclaimed sovereign of Mexico to contract loans and enlist soldiers in their midst, 
obtained the ascendancy over an adversary who wim fighting, and still continnes to flght, 
alone, nnaided even with the moral support of the United ytiites. 

The United butes have always proclaimed themselves to be the protectors of their (dster 
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rcpultlics on the American continent What hopes can the latt>T entertain of tlu ir future 
security when they see a great republic, of which they are the feeble imititors. iis>istiDg 
with indifference to the 8p«ctae1« of ft bandfnl of foretprn soMlera 8ncoeKfiill.v i>rnu rrA.<in);. 
on her very borders, in the work of eiLv tir ^ n irovciiKDent framt-d and f-uhinntnl d'l tlie 
European phin f Wtiat will be their tlcctionH when they dir<:over that the United States 
have nothing hut words to oflfer to frieudo stt;adfiibt in their attachment from motivos both 
of interest und sympathy ? 

If. tlironch the in«trunientili(y of the Unit d States, a republic »^hould be reared and 
fotstered on tlie frontiers of i"'iauce or of Rushia, would thc!<e nations he indifferent to the 
event and accept (he sICUBtion f Unquestionably not. For similar and more cogent rea- 
sons the Unit' d St^itcs cannot sufTir the e^tlbii^hment, on the oon fines of their territory, 
of a nioniiiehy created and mainUdned by fi»ieigii arms. 

The United States have no more co-oj»erated in safeguarding and perpetuating repuMlcaii 
inf;(itnti-)iis in Mexico than the diminutive States of Central Anirrif M, who h ive thought ifc 
suhicient to protest against this interference and encroachment on the piirt of European 
powerx. But what may geem a inatter of satisfaction to the pride of those bUites cannot be 
regarded in that light hy go great ;iii<! forniidaide a nation as the Uiiited States. The 
question at itMue cannot remain in sur-peuse; tlie United States must pursue one course or 
another—either to Interfere actively in behalf of republican prindptes, and against the 
French omip;ition in IMexico, or to recnt;nir,c Maximilian, and cone. <le forever to Kuropean 
nations the right of an ariued intervention in the domestic concerns of the republics on the 
American ooatiatsnt. Let the United Btates make ihit tacrtftce, for they will then at lea»t 
be spared, in the eyetof the world, the ridicule aud mortification of not po<;sc<,>iiT):- th-- re- 
quisite energy to handle and settle a question of paramount intereat to themselves, aud in 
which the rij^ht la inoooteatably on their Bide. 



Mr. Romero io Mr. Seward. 
[Ttaodation.] 

Ubzican Lbgation in the United States of America, 

Washington, June 25, 1S65. 

Mr. Secretary : A mMiig the documents relating to Mexican aflfaii s which 
I have nef^lected to transmit to your department, and which deserves the par- 
ticular atteutiou of the government of the United States, is a treatj, signed at 
Hiiamar, the 10th of April, 1864, between the Emperor of the French and the 
ex-Archduke of Austria, Ferdinand Maxinulian, who aesnmed on that day the 
naurped title of emperor of Mexico. 

In this treaty, of which I enchi?e you a copy in Enj^lish, an alliance is 
agreed upon between the said ex- Archduke of Austria and the Emperor of the 
French. 

I also enclose you a French copy, with English translation, of the addreaa 

of Mr. Montholon, French minister near the paid ex-arclulukc, when he was re- 
ceived by the latter on the 15th of June, 1864, and the usurper's reply. 

I embrace this occasion of renewing to you, Mr. Secretary, the assurance of 
my most distinsnished conslderatton. 

M. BOHEBO. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, ifc., 9fc 



[Enclosure No. 1. — ^TraDslation ] 
TREATY. 

Tlic government of the Emperor of the French and that of the Emperor of Mexico, ani- 
mated with an equal desire to secure the re-establishment of order in Mexico and to comtol- 
idatti the new etiipire, have resolved to re<;nlaU^ hy a c<»riveiitioii the couditiuiis uf tlie stiiy 
of the French troops in that country, aud have named their pletiipoteutiaries to that etTect, viiii: 

TIm Emperor of the French— If . CbarlM Herbet^ minister plenipotentiary of the tir«t 
clwRr*, councillur uf state, directfjr of the ministry of foreijjn alT.drs, ^rand officer of (h« Le- 
gion of Honor, &o. ; and the Emperor of Me:Lioo— M. Joaquin Velahquez de Leon, his miu- 
liter (tf state without portfolto, grnad oflloer id the distfaBgaished oider of Our ItAy ot 
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Ouaiinliipe. &c. ; who. after having oommuDicated to each oiher their full powem, agreed 

on tlie I'-illowint; pr«>visi fus : 

AuTiCLK 1. The Kr<'ticlj ti(M>p!< at preficnt io Mexico hhiU he reduced as soon as possible 
to a corp« of 20,000 ni*>n, indiulini; the foreign l<>gi«m. Thtf corps, in order to aafeguard 
the intcn'>«t8 which hd (o the iiitt rv«-iiti<>n, shall remalQ tttmporaiily in Uezioo, oa the 
cunditiuiiH hiid dc-wn by tbu fullowiu}^ articlOb: 

Abticlc 2. The French troopn tiball evacoate Mexico in proportion as the Emperor of 
Mexico ^!llv!l 1>»* uhlf to oipiiiiize the t'oojiw !u-c<*sKi»ry t<i replace them. 

ABTiCLfi 3. I'tie foreigu Icgiuu in tlm ttervicu of b'rancti, compoeed of 8,000 men, shall, 
nerertfaKleu. remain in Mexico six yeans after all the other French troops shall have heMi 
rt'CMlI" '!, ill ciiiifdrtnity with u tii If 2 From that m< tiu'i»t tlie ».iid k-gion shall pii*« into 
the Mil vice uud piiy uf tht- Mi^xi«;;iu iiuvertiioeut, which rescrveti to itself the right of abridg- 
ing the duration of the employment of the foreign le^{on In Mexico. 

AiiTin.E 4 The poitittt »»f the territory to be iKCUpied by the Fronoh tro'>p?i, ii8 well as 
tlic uiilitury (;x|)udiiion8 of the Kuid troops, if there be any, shall be determined in common 
accord, directly between the Emperor of Mexico and the commander>in«chief of the French 
corps. 

AuTiCLE 5 . Ou all the poiote where the garrison shall not be excluuvelj composed of 
Mexican tr<>(>ps, the roilitary command shall devolve on the French commander. In case 

of c-xpo'lilioiis coiiibiiied uf French and Mexican troops, the superior direction of those 
troo{)K Kbail also U^lon^ to the French coiniu indcr. 

ARTicr.E 6. The French comumuder^ 8liull not interfere with any branch of the Mexican 
admiutMtration. 

Ariu i.e 7 So lonj; as the requirements of the French corps d'armd shall neeertsitate a 
twn-jnoiithly bcrvict; uf trantspurUi between Franco and Vera Cruz, the expeurte of the tttiid 
^ I N il , fixed at the sum of 400,000 francs per voyage, (going and returning,) sliall t>e paid 

by Mexico. 

AiiTiCLK 8. Tlic naval btitinnB which France nmiiituiiis in the West Imiit s ami in the 
Fsdflc ocean >-h ilt often Send vedsels to show the French fl ig in the portd of Mcxict). 

Amt!clk 0. 'Ilic expeiist.s of the Fn-nch expedition to Mexico, to he pai.i l>y M. xican 
govciiiiucut, are lixcd at lire 8uru uf 270, UUO, 000 francs for the whole duration of the ex- 
pedition down to Ihi of July, 1864. That sum shall be ir inte rest at the rate of 3 per cent* 
per auriiim. From the 1st of July ail the expense of the Mexican annj shall he at the 
charge cf Mcxic*o. 

Akticu 10. 'Ihe indemnity to be paid to France by the Mexican government for the 

pay and rn.ilnteunnce of the troops of t!ic corps d'annd after the 1st of July, 1864, remains 
fixed at the 6um of 1,000 franc» a yeir fur each man. 
AnriciA 11. The Mexican government shall hand over to the French government the 

siinr of fit;, 000. 000 francs in bvUiils of the loan ut the rate of iB^'tc, viz: 54,000,0(10 francs, 
to be deducted from the debt mentioned in article 9, and 12,000,000 fraooi as ao iubtal- 
ment of the indemnities due to Frenchmen in virtue of article 14 of the present coovenUtm. 

Aktjclk 12. For the i>a)in( tit of tlii- surplus of the war cxinnt^es, and for Jicipiiltini; Iho 
charges in articles 7, 10, and 14, the Mexican goverumeat engages to pay annually lo 
France the sum of 25.000,000 franca in specie. That snro shall be imputed : Ist, to the 
mms^ due in virtue of articles 7 aritl 10 ; 2 I, to the anjoimt, inttn st atul principal, uf tlio 
sum tixed in article 0 ; 3d, to the indemnities which shall remain duu to French subjects 
in virtue of article 14 and following. 

Abticlk 13. The Mexican govcrnineut shall pay, on the lost diiy of every month, into 
the hautls of the paymaster general of tiio army, what .shall be due for covering the ex- 
pen&e.s of the Fieuch trwjiw remaininir in Mexico, in conformity with article 10, 

Abtici.k 14. The Mexican K"^<'''>>>>H-tit enL'HgeH to indemnify French subjects for the 
wrongs they have Tiiulnly sitifferKi. and whicli were the oii;,MnaI canse of the » x|f (rni«>n. 

Articli: 15. A iiii\l<1 t<inimiM5ion, cumpuHed of three Frenclimen and tliree Mexicauo, ap* 
pointe<l by their rer^jKH tive governments, shall meetat Mexico within three months, to ex- 
amine and determinr tli. He cl aims. 

AuiiCLK 16. A commi.ssion of revision, conipoficd of two Frenchmen and twu Mexicans, 
appointed by the same manner, sitting at Taris, fthall proceed to the definitive liquidation of 
the claims already adrnittc I l>y tiie commisKion desi^naterl in the preceding article, and shall 
decide on thoiie which may have been reserved for its decihiou. 

Articlk 17. The Fhmcii government bhall set at liberty all the Mexican prisoners of war 
as soon uti the emperor of Mi xi; <> -hall have entereil his states. 

Article 18. The present cuuveutiuu sball be ratitied, and the ratiOcatious exchanged as 
early as possible. 

Done at the castle of MIrsmar, tUs lOth day of April, 1864. 

HEUBEr. 

JOAQUIN VELASQUEZ DB LEOK. 
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[Eodorare No. 2.] 
Mt Jf(ntlhoton* 9 ijpMncft. 

f'iRE : I havfi the honor to present to your M ij-'.-ty the letters which accrfl't m ■ your 
Mnjt ^ty in tli<> quality of eiivov r'xtr iiir<lit>;iry aud mioittter pleuiputeatiarjT uf hill M»jtt»ty 
the Lmi'tior Napolfon, my iuii;iisl Hnercign. 

It U with the most lively ticiitiintiits of (fraiftnde towar ls rrr>vi(l« nce th-it, tho fir^t 
nmonp tlie T<*prese!itativfP of fi.icij^n pow< rs, I :i]>|irn:if ii tin- flitoiit' of your liii{;fri.'il 
Alajejity— that tlirone which hii** Ikh-u ruifi<l uiuit! tlie accliiiuatiuuti of an cutiru people, the 
anrarance of a new future of power and of pn>hperity. 

The work of K'^lornlif in to whit h your il.ijepty has <lovfito<l yours> lf is one of those which 
conid only have bfen utidertaken by ag eut ^oul, aiiiii)iite<l by a i^pirit of abneg iiion and 
the denire to do good, and attracted rven hy the very difficulties that it presents. Praooa, 
pt iK'tTiif ed hy the prnrificur of tin* task ;inr| the ii)Uiien»-e a«t viiiita^<»s it will yic!'! to the 
whole wuihJ, will follow with the most tiidcnt solicitude the noble efforts of your Mujc«ty, 
and will be alwayd prepared to eeound them. 

Alrt-a'ly, .sin', the MrNtoiii imtion f.xiHiieiices all th»^ value of the trenerotiw thon.rht 
which ha« guiiicd your Majesties to tht tie ^horet», and each day will be more and mure ap- 
preciated all the ext<rnt of the heneflts you have conferred upon them in responding to 
their appeal 

The noble companion whom Qod has placed at your side, sire, in view of the destinies 
reserved to yon, will oontrihnte, by her gnce. by ht* r virtues, by the high qualities of her 
mind iiiid heart, to render unaltenihle the attachment of the Mezioaa {Miople for your 

august persons. 

H ippy in having^ been selected by my sovereitrn to be his interpreter near your Imperial 
Majf.st}, niy mi^8ion will Ik; fiillille'l according to the wishes of the Emperor and t«> the 
promptings of my own heart, it I 8hall be abit- to nit rit the confidetice of your M.»j-»ity, 
and to contribute to render more and more iutiuiate the fraternal relations of Iriendt^hip 
which should exii^t between France and Uexico. 

Established, both the one and the other, upon the bn^is of national Jiiiffrajre, united for 
the future by the connuunity of ideax, as well as by the retipiocal intere.st of commercial 
and industrial rebiti ins, the two empires will be drawn together by nataral ties in the oon- 
Stant acrord of a frank and loyal policy. 

Be ple:iKed. sire, t«) i)ermit me to lay at the foot of the throne of your Majesties the tin- 
oere desires of the leprcseut ttive of France for the prosperty of your reign and the future 
grandeur of the Mexican nation. 



[Encl'tfure 2s o. 3.] 
Madmlian's answtr. 

MoNSFErn m? Mabqcis : It is with pincerf rtttisfnction tlirit I receive from your 1 i-; Is the 
letter?, of credence by whi< h his Aiujesty the h.uiperur ol the French hits accieiiUtd yuu 
near my person. 

I mn luijipy to see in you the reprcKentaf of a povereign who has d(»ne s'> mueh for 
the future of Mexico, and towaid.s whom, at* yttu have remarked, this country mauilcftts 
lenUments of t)ie most ^iume giatitu<le. 

T do not hesiiiite to beli. ve th;it thf bonds of friendfihipand the fraternal relations which 
unite Kr.mce to Mexico will find in you a faithful interpreter ; and, on my port, I will seo 
with pleasnte these ties drawn closer and cJoaer between the two empires and tbe two 
peoples. 



[Boo^osura Ho. 4.— TVanilation.] 
(El Iris, Tampico, June 0, 18r,4.) 

DsPAUniEKT OF bTATS FOR FOREiaN AffaIIUI. 

Iwpehat Palace, Meueo, May 19, 1864. 

The regency of the empire has pleased to order the solemn publication of the act for- 

warded from Mirnmnr by the Mexican eommission charged to offer the vote? of the Mexicans 
and the crown u( the empire to his Imperial and Iloyal Highness the Archduke FenUoand 
Uazimiliaa of Austria, which says Tsrbatiai as follows: 
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At the palace of Miranmr. T)fir Trieste, on the fcnih day of (he month of Ajiril, 
beiiiK prescut iu tbu rccc-piiuu luoiu, his Iiupcriul aud Uoy-il UighncH:> the Ardniuku Max- 
imilian of Anstra and bia angiMt Mpouw, her Imperial and Rojral Higbnem tha ArchdocbeM 
Ciirhtta, ivrc(>nipani(ftl hy tlic Princ-rw of Mi-ttt-rnich, ('ounttiKs Zich}'. Lifiy of II rmr to Iht 
Muje«ty the Empress ot Austria, with the functions of Chief Lady of the licUchumher <if tho 
Archdncheea ; the CountftM Paula Kf>llata«8. (^notiPM of the Chapter of Noble Ladies of 
Savoy ; tht: .Man hioniN-; of Miitiu <h' Vill i, foiinto s Zicliy : hi> rxc-IIt TK y M Hi rh t, inin- 
ii>tcr pleni^oteutiaiy of the Qrst cla^ of hi.s M-«je^ty the Kuipeior of tlie Kreitch ou miH.oion 
from the Oepurtment for Porei^n Affiiirs ; hla excellency «*onnt O'Sallivah de Grange, envoy 
extraur'linary ari<i niinisr.-r plc-)i|iotcntiary of hi» Majesty tlio Kinijof tho I^- l^i m- uor the 
courtof Vionna; M. Uypulite Mori«r,captatti iu the )meof the French navy, and in commaad 
of the frigate Themis ; and bis excellency the Ctonnt Hadlk de Tntak, actual privy coun- 
cillor, Gentlem in of hin Iraperial, Royjil, :in'l Ap'jstolic Majesty, prece !< li liy the grand- 
master of the cercmooies Marquia J(«^ Cerio, GeoUemaa of Im Imperial, Royal, and 
Aporttolio Majeftty, and Gentleman on service of their Imperial HighneA8cs, who al«o were 
prfd. til at the audience ; the president and other niouil).'r8 present of the deputation 
charge^! to otTer the vote of the Mexicans adopting monarchical inKtitutioDS and inviting; 
bia Imperial a«id Royal Hij^htiew and his sncee-t-ors to oc 'niiy the throne, to wit : tho 
most excellent D. Joh^ Maria Gutierrez <le Estrada Knij:ht Grand CroflS of the royal and 
dietinK'iirihed Spanish order of Charles III, form>'rly ujini>ter for foreign affiirs. and min- 
ister pIcuii>otentiary of Mexico to various fiovereinns of Kuiope ; the most excellent Don 
Joaquin Velasquez de Leon, Ci>mmander of the ini[)eri)il order of Guadalu|>e, former minia* 
ter of finance in Mexico, and foriueily minister plenip. it •ntiary to the ITnited St it^^s; 
Don Ignacio Aguilar, Commander ot the order of Gu i(i.iiiii>ij, furuierly minister of govern- 
inent and judge of the supreme court of the nation, and ])<>n Adrian Woil, getienil of divi- 
sion. (Commander of the orders of Gua<lalupe and the L< of Honor, and M. de Jos^ 
Hidalgo, Ctmimandcr with the dec > rat ion of the Americuu oider of Is.ih«d the Catholic, 
of the Pontificate of Pin IX. and of that of Jerus^vlem, G und Oflloer of that of Ouadalope, 
and Knight of that of San Silventre; D Antonio E-cin !<>n. Commander in the order of 
liiabei the Catholic, Knight of the order of St. Gregory, aud of Jotn; Maria de Landa. Knight 
of the order of St. Gregory ; and there were also introduoeti the Mexican gentlemen D. 
Francii^co de Paula. Arrangoiz and Tk-rzabel, Commander with the deo»raiion of the royal 
American order of Isabella the Catholic, and of the Pontificate of St. Gregory, and Knight 
of that of Gaadalupe of Mexico, formerly ministtnr of the treasnry ; D. Tomaa Murphy, 
Commander of the imperial and royal order of Francis Je^epli of Austiia, and formerly 
minister of Mexico to Kngland; Colonel Don Francisco b'acio, formerly charge d afTiire^ at 
London, and consul-general at the tianseatic Cities; D. Andrea Negrete, formerly charg^ 
d'aflTairea at Belgium, and now ( liai,:^ il'airiires and consul gt n ral at the Hanseatic Cities ; 
D. Isidore Disz, formerly minii^ter of justice and of goverumeut ; D. Pedro Escaudon, 
Knight of the Legion of flonor, and formerly secretary of legation ; Colonel D. Jose Annero 
Ruiz. Command«-r of the order of Irtiibella tlu- C itliolic, ar.d Knight of that of Guadalupe, 
now consul at Martu ilh s; Doctor of Presbytery D. Ignacio Monies de Oca ; Doctor D. Pablo 
Ifiurtines del Rio, Knight of the order of Gnadalu;>e ; D Pemaodo Outlerrex de Estrada, 
Knight of tbo order of St Gregory ; D Ignacio Amor ; D. P«dro Outiveros, commanding 
battalion ; D. Joaquin Manuel liodrignez, commanding battalion, ills excellen<^ (be 
pre ident addressed to his Highness the Archduke the following allocution : 

Sir, the Mexican deputation baa the hapi^ness again to 6nd Itself in yoor augnst pres- 
ence, and cxpeiicnees unuttorahle gl.Kiiicss on rerii'ftitig on the motives which C' uduct it 
bitber. In ettect, sir, the good fortune falls on us to inform you, in the name of the re- 
gency of the empire, that the vote of the notables — by which yon have been designated fbr 
tiio crown of Mexico — ratifii-d tliisday l)y the enthusiiustic adhesion of an inimenKe maj nity 
of the country, of the municipal authorities, of the corporate bodies, con»ucratiug that 
unanimous proclamation, has come to be, as well by Its moral importance as by its numer- 
ical value, a truly national vote 

" liy this glorious title, and sustained by tho promises of the third of Octol>er, one thou- 
sand eigl\t hundred and sixty-three, which have caused such well-founded hopes to spring 
up in the country, we now present ourselves to solicit from your lm|>erial iltghness the 
full and detinitive acceptance of the Mexican throne, which will become a bond of union 
and a source of prosperity to that people, subjected for so many years to very rude and 
torrihle trials. So great have they been, that it wonld Infaltitily have succumbed beneath 
tlie bin h n of its ailamities, without tlie aid of any one of the great empires of Europe, 
without tlte eminent qualities and admiralde self-negation of your Imperial llighnei>8, and 
lastly witliout the freedom of action which you are indebted for to the noble sentiments of 
yi'ur august l)rother, worthy head by a thousand titles of the illustrioiis house of Austria, 
ilonor aud gratitude to these two princes. Honor and gratitude ai«o to the glorious nation 
which, at the call of its toremigQ, baa not Ixesltated to poar o«t Its blood for oar political 
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redcmpiir'n. thus croatinff lirtwfon tljc one continent and the other a new fraternity ia 
hihtury, when until nuw hi»^tniy hHB only shown to us in Europeans nothini; but con- 
querors Honor and grutitudi' to that i mperor, gicntand generous, who, making u Fr» mh 
iiitcTot of all the inti-n-sts of the world, has in a few years. In do^pite of passini: <-l>'trtclM, 
had the Kh>ry atid the foituiie to raine the fliit: of Krance. alwavrt ffured. but alwHy«j Hvujpa- 
thetic. on the contiuos of tli<' <|i»tHnt empire of Chinu, and on the remote frontiers of the 
far-<'fr empire of Mexico. Honor and ^'ratituMe t" hiuh I'eoplo and to fuch piineeH, is the 
cry of every true Mexitan. I5y C(>n<iueiirig tlie luve of the people, you, sir, have learned 
the diffiailt art of goverDlBH tht-m Therefore it im that, uftrr ro many struggles, onr 
country, >vld< h exi)eriences an iiiijn rloiis rif(»>ysit y for uidon, will one day owe to yiu the 
inappreciable ble8.>>ing of having coneil)ated the hearts of the MexicaU8, whom public ca- 
lamities and the blind waywaidness of passion had divided and Separated, but which only 
awaite I your bciit tHvnt ii.flueixv. and the exi-rcise of your paternal atttborilyt ta shoir 
themselves animated by the fame identicd tentinient^. 

" A princess, who by her gradousnetifl alone, no less than by her v!rtii(>« and her high 
intelli^t ncf . is aln ady queen, will ^vi!llnllt <!(»ubt understand, from tb»' elevation of the 
throne, to draw together all minds intu perfect union for the general improvement of the 
oonntry. To aee tbtw benefits Teailm*d, Uexico with filial oonfldenou places In yonr hands 
the Koven ign and roi stitii. iit jviwi r vvhich must rule it« future dei<linies. and asmre its 
glorious hereafter, prumioing tu yuu in this solemn moment of alliance a love with limit 
atid happiness nnchsngeable. 

*• It i> promised to you, hir. berauiic. ratholic and monardiic, tlironih an unintnnn '•■•l 
tradition of ages, it liuds in your Imperial Uigboess an ottbhoot worthy of the Kmpuior 
Charles the Fifth and the Emprefm Maria Theresa, the symbol and the personifloation of 
thoHe two gieat i)rinci]>b s, baM: s of ]ii imitive existi-nce, and under whi <<' |tniti < t jon, 
with iostitutioDS and appliancei> that the current of time has made ncceesai^ in the govern- 
ment of society, may someday be placed in the liiKh position yon are called to occupy 
among th<- nutionR— m hue siijiio viucfu. 

**'lhe«} two great pritifipU s, catholiciiim and monarchy, introducctl into Mexico by the 
noble and knightly people who di^vered it, eradicating the errors and dinfipating the 
gloom of idolatry, to tht^e principUK, which trained US for cl vili/atiim, we shall owe this 
time also our safety ; revived lU? they have been by our independence, and, as they are 
now, by the smiling hopes bound up with the nascent empire. On thin day, which wotild 
not be a (iay of happiness if it weie not alsoaday of justice, onr thoogbts Invohmtatiiy turn 
t<» the hist i>ric times, and to the scries ' if ;,'!(. rious raon irchs, among whom excel in splendor 
the illutit' ious a!lce^tola of your Inipciial liighuesii. Nations as well as individuals should, 
in their hours of joy, t^alute with affectionate thankfulness the ancestors who no longer 
exist ; am! it i i for us, t-ir. a irlory we are ambitious of, to r ims»' this j;!st frtatit'i'fi' to shine 
forth at the veiy moment wlien our unhoped-for gwd fortune equally attracts to us the 
astonished regiids of the wot Id. In opening to you, sir, onr wishes and onr hopes, we do 
not my, we nnnot say, that the undertaking is cosy; the founding an empire never 
was so — never will be. 

**The only thing we will assure you of Is that the difficnlties of to>day will to-morrow 

be your irlory ; and we will ovi n a<M, that, in the work iin Ii-rtaki n. tlic h irnl of (iod is 
manifestly reveiiled. When, with the prt gres.'^ of time, our holies are satisticd and our 
predictions are TerlAed, when Mexico appears prosperous and regenerate, then, reflecting 
that Europe sent to save n« its briive battalions to the jH-aks of Analiuac and the shores of 
the Pacitic, at a time when Europe itself was tilled with apprehensions uud danger, neither 
Mexico nor Europe, nor the world, oor that other world which will survive us, and which 
is willed history, will doubt that our safety, procured contrary to all linman probability, 
was not the work of Frovideucc, and your Impi*rial Ulghaess the instrument selected by it 
for Its consummation. But not through thought of the hazarded fortunes of our country 
would it be possible for us to foiget, sir, that in this hour of our rejoicintr, the ha i i 
gloom prevails in other places. We well undost tiid, and our sympathies respond to the 
sense, that the Auntrian land, and chiefly Trie«ie, yuur favored n»>tdence, will be inconsol- 
able in your ub.setice, but will be cinsoled by the recolIecUon of your beneficence, and the 
splendid rilVx of your ijlory. 

"After having h;\d the inajipreciable fortune to hear from the lips of your Imperial 
Highness the words of hope that your ddinitive aicept-ance will bt come a leaii'.y, ileigu, 
sir, to grant us this distingindjed and in. iTable good fortune to be l!i>* lir.-t Mexicans who 
reveren'.ly yreet you in the name of the country lus the sovereign of Mexii-o, the arbiter of 
its destiides, and the trustee of Its future ; the whole Mexican nation, which waits with 
ntispeakalile impatience to possess you, will rcc ivt- you on its privih ircd soil with a unan- 
imt)us shout of welcome anil of love. lJul for a soul like yours, sir, this linlliant spectacle, 
which would be a recompense to others, will only serve to inspire you with new spirit, and 
strengthen your confidence. 
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**Tbe rewiini will come at a later ydny, and will be proviiicotial, like tho undertakiDg 
aehfered. There will be no reward more enviable than that yonr Hlgbness will receive by 

coming holi!Iy ami respected to Mexico ut no 'li-.t mt d iy ; and in truth you ootiM not ex- 
perience a purer joy than to have founded on the vuicHuic soil of the Montezunaos a prtwer- 
fnl em|ilre that will In a short tinie combine for its splendor and yoor glory the Anitfol 
iiifltirn* (> of that native genius with wliirli Heaven has gifted our Atnericatt laodg with all 
of the perfection which the justly valued European orgauiz^ition can oHer. 

**The last oonvictlon, rir, that with us crowns snch happy presages. Is that Uexieo, that 
send^i its aa.lan)ations to you from heyond the sea*?, and the whole world thnt lti/. -s on 
you, will not lung wait to learn that your Imperial Highness has not in vain had l»efore 
your eyes, from your infancy, on the trinmphal arch placed In front of the palace of yonr 
ancestor-, th it inwription, well worthy of them, and which t ike^ by surprisu the a lmiratioa 
'of the traveller : ' Justitia regnorum fundamentum' — Justice the foundation of empire." 

His Highnew deigned to reply in thfse terms : 

" Gkntlemsn : A deliberate examination of tho acts of adhesion which you have come to 
present to me gives mo confidence that tho voice of the notables of Mexico, which brought 
you a short time sinoj to Miramar, has been ratified by an immense majority of your 
countrymen, and that I can cotHider myself from this time by good right as the chosen 
one of the Mexican people. Thus is acoomplished the flrst condition »et forth in my reply 
of 8<1 of October last. I also indicated another to you at that time, to wit, that relating 
to pecnriiig the triiaraiif'^es neccs.*iry, that the nascent empire should be able cilmly to 
devote it-elf to the noble task of e.^t.iblii<hing on a sjlid ba^is its independence and well- 
being. We count to-dny on thone Hecuritic*? — thanks to the mau'iianimity of the Emperor 
of the F'reM' b. who, in the conrse of the negotiations whicli hn\-<- h id jilace on this subject, 
haa kIiou ii hirusetf to be constantly animated l»y u bpirit of loyaity and go<Hl will, the record 
of which I shall always tr<-asttre In my memory. 

"Oil the oth<> hand, tiie august hei.1 of my family h«8 oouseoted to my tftldog poises- 
sion of the throne whi- h has been otfered to me. 

. " Now, then, I can fultil the cmditional promise which I made you six months since, to 

declare hero, as I dn s )!«'mnly declare, that with the aid of the Almighty I ace -pt at the 
hand.s of the Mexican nation the crown which it otfers to me. Mexico, according to tho 
traditions of that new continent, full of strength and of a hereafter, has ezeroised the right 
it hii«, thus to give to itself a :;overnnient in conformity with its wi-;hc> and its wants, and 
has etaked its hopes on an off:thoot of that Houtu; of Uapjiburg which, throe centuries ago, 
established on its soli a Cfarislian Icingdom. I appreciate at its full value snch a demonstra- 
tion iif I otifid.'tict'. and shall tak'^ care to respond to it I ace<-pt the constitutional power 
with which the nation, whose organ yo\i are, has seen tit to invebt me ; but I will only hold 
It for the time requisite to create regular order in Mexico, and to establish wisely liberal 
institutions ; »o tliat, us I aim uincr 'l to you in my ail<bi'ss on the 'M Ortohcr. I shall h;u<ten 
to establish monarchy upon the authority of constitutional laws as soon as the paciilcatioa 
of the country may be completely e(f«^cted. 

" 'Ilje stren'.:th of a power is, in my opinion, inucii l>etter assured by the permanence than 
by the uncertainty of its limits; an'l I aspire to place in the exercixe of my government 
thoRe who, without detriment to iu prestige, may guarantee Its stability. We will prove, 
08 I liope, that lib. 1 ty Wi ll understfhHl is jKjrfectly reconcilable with the empire of order. 
I Fhall comprehend how to respect the first, and to cause the sei ond to be respectetl. I 
fihall exhibit no hss vigor in ever maintaining the llag of independence, that symlwl of 
future greatness and pr<»sperity. 

"GK-at is the nrub rtakini,' confided to me: but I have no doubt of carrying it through, 
ttu.^tiiiLi in divine aid and the co-operation of all good Mexioins. I will conclude, v'eutle- 
nien, bvAMuring you anew that my government will never forget the gratitude it owes to 
the illuHtrioi-.s and friendly monarch whose aid has made the regeneration of our beautiful 
country pjssiblc. 

*• In fine, gentlemen, I announce to yoo that, before setting off for my new home, I shall 
only remaii. I'tr>.r en mirh to go to the Holy City to rt'c -ire from the venerable Pontiff the 
benediction so preciou-s to every sovereign, but doubly importiint to me, who have bees, 
called to found a new emigre.'* 

The president replied, sayiog : 

'* Possessed by feelings that cannot be exceeded, and penetrate<l with delight ineffable, 
we receive, sir, the solemn tes which yonr Majesty has just uttered. This full and absolute 
acceptance, so ardently dci»ired, and looked for with i^anting expectations, is the happy 
prelude, and must be, with Qod's help, the sure pledge of the salvation of Mexico, of Its 
new birth, and of its future greatness. On the same day our sons will rli^e t > Tfeiven 
offers of thanksgiving for this truly prodigious redemption. There remains to us one duty, 
39 Dc»» 
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sir, to fnlfil— the duty of laying at your feat the love of the Hexkeaa, their givUtode, and 

th'* homage of their fidolity." 

Tht-m- lust words spoken, the mitred ahhot of Miramar and Licrora%, Monsieur George 
B.c.c , with mitre and crook, assisted by FrlurTomas Gomes, of the order of Franciscani;, 
and Dix'tnr D t^iuk in M<iiit<-'! dr Ovn. pn-nented themaelTDB to witnev the oath whidi the 
empuror hpuutuutiuubly took in the^i wurds : 

•* I, MaximiiUn, emperor of Mexico, s«re»r to Ood on the Holy Evangels to promote by 
All mennR in my i>ov,er the welfare and prosper!^ of the natioii, to defend ita Indepeadeaoe, 
and maintain the integrity of it« territory." 

Their majestlee were three tlmea saluted with dieers: ** Long live the emperor ! long Hve 
the empress!" given hy h\n exLcIlcnrv Scilor Gutierrez de ICstiada, and relocated with en- 
thiudaiiu by the assctabliige. They tiieu retired to await the hour aet for the Te Deum, 
which was solemnly chaonted in the diapel in presence of their majesties, the depntation* 
and suite, at which act the emperor also W(»re the iiisiLroiv of Grand Alasti-r of tlie Mfxirnu 
order of Oaadatupe. Meaotime, at the moment the emperor tooic the oath, the im- 
perial Mexican standard was hoisted on the tower of the castle, and the frigate Bellona, of 
the imperial and royal Auhlrian navy, gave a salute of twenty-one guns, which WNS re- 
peated by the casUe at Trieute, aud by llie French frigate Themis. 

Thns closed the solemn act hy which th^ Archduke of Austria, proclaimed emperor of 
Mexico hy the free and spontaneous choice of tliat people, became invi sfc 1 with the sov- 
ereignty which he will transmit to his itlubtrious det«ccndants, or to priuces called to rule 
by the law of snoceasioo which his roajtisty may deign to sanction. 

To perpetuate the memory of this great event, this act is extended, hy order of his excel- 
lency the president of the deputation, in duplicate, und signed by him and other members 
of the same deputation before mentioned, and authenticated by me as secretary, and will 
be transmitted to the department of foreign affiiirs and to the ardiivcs of the faaperial 
home. 

J. M. GUTIErdiEZ DE K.-SliiADA, 

Jf^sndniC 

JOAQriN VSLASQim SB liMV, 
lUNACIO AGUU.AB| 

Adrian Wou, 

Josic Hidalgo, 

AkTuMIO liX/MDOH, 

J. H. DB LaxDa, 

Anon Tounaa t DoML\Gt»T, 

Seerdaria. 



Mr, Romero to Mr, Seward, 
pYaoalation.] 

ICbzican Lboation in thb Unitbd States of America, 

Wathtngiom, 2XH ofjnty^ 1865. 

Mr. BbcbbtarY: I have the honor to traDsmitto you, for the infonnation <^ 
the government of the United States, a tranplation into Euf^lish of the tliscussion 
which look place in the legislative body ot France on the Sth of June hist, in 
relation to the aiTairs of Mexico, and of extracts of the disposal of that discus- 
sion, which terminated on the 9th thereof. The said tranelation has been futh- 
fully made from the official record of the proceedings of that assembly, pub- 
lished iu tlic nmnbers IGO and 161 of the Moniteur Univerpcl, of I'arif, corre- 
f']ion(lii)<; to the 9tli aud 10th days of June oforementioued, pages 7tiG, 707, 
768. aud 776. 

The Mexicans who defend the independence of their country against the colos- 
sal power of France, and who at the end of four years of an unequal contest 

maintain with the same undaunted courage and decision that holy cause, when 
neither misfortunes nor dit*aster8 nor treason can avail to intimidate them or to 
cause them to deviate by a single step from the path which iljcy believe it to be 
their dnty to follow, and tbrongb wnieh they nave already made tbemselTes 
worthy of ^ respect of the world, now find themseWes assailed by their ene- 
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mics with the most opprobrions epithets, but which reflect dishonor upon those 
who BO unjustly seek to tarnish the ehanicter of those whom thej cannot con^ 

quer in a good fight. These Mexicans have now the satisfaction of seeing their 
conduct drfcnded and vindicated by tho independent orators ttiemselvea of the 
French a^.-^embljr, and in the presence iUeli of the despot who does his utmost to 
bring discredit upon such noble patriots. Furthermore, this discussion contains 
other points of maeh importance, which I do not doubt will excite the lerioofl 
attention of the government of the United States* 

T avail myself of this opportunity to renew tO ypq, MFt Secfetary* the MBUr- 
ances of my most distinguished cousideratioa. 

M. ROMERO. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, ^. 



[From Lo Ifonitear Unlrenel, No. 1^, June 9, 1865, page 766, Toliime — .] 

Discussion in the French Ifi^islativis iKuhj. 

finaioH or Tuubsdat, Jum 8, 1865. 

M. Schneider, vice-preddent, in the chahr. 

The sesalon tras opened at half pMt S o'clock. The minates of the KMlon of the pre- 
ceding dny were read by Count Le Pelletier d' Aunay, one of the secretKrtes. 

o • e oo «o oo • 

Tn Chaibmaii, If. BommoiB. The Chanbar stopped yesterday ia the Yote on bill P, 

annexed to article 7, at the sections reUtive to the niinUtoy of war and of the general gOV- 
emmeut of Alguria. I lesume the reading of the bill : 

■ 

BPmni ov VBB imiiinT ov wab* 

"Section I, (division eccond)'-Ofliktnd administration, qnartemaster*! department, 
1S,600 franco " (Adopted.) 

Section 2, (divldlon eeoond)— General staff, police Ibrae, 1,357,000 francs." (Adopted.) 
" Section 3, (division second)— Pay and mafakteoance cf the txoop^ 85,718,801 franca." 

M. Jule« Favre is entitled to the floor. 

H. JcLKS Favbe. Gentlemen, in proposing to yon to Insert in the deficiency budget of 
1865 a sum of thirty-five miilions in round nnmbera to oover an excels of ext>enditnres in 
the WRr budget, tho government and yotir committee impoRe on us the duty of uxnininin^ 
the particular items of these ezpeusc-u, and yuu know the must important one, and tiiat to 
which all the others may be re&md, isthatvdatlve to the Mexican expedition. 

It may K- isnid that this year, in accordance with the mechanism oi tmr timmcial RVfitem, 
this expedition exerts a double intlueoceoQ it — passively in reference to tlie exixjuiiy. actively 
in referetice to the receipts ; and these two particalars, by an inexorable degree of lkte,are 
so indi>sr)!n()ly houmi together that one f^ovems the other ; that, in order to recover a sum 
of tweniy-tive millions a year, which is carried to the credit side of the budget, it is at 
present indii^pen^able to enter on the debit dde a ram wUoh, In the defldem^ bill for 1865, 
exceeds thirty million!^. 

Such is, moreover, the calculation and the process to which we have been condemned from 
the very beginning of this Mexican expedition. 

Thiit exiK'ilition wa."? undertiik-'ii for the recovery of an Indemnity, of a debt, fixed at a 
sum less than a million ; and if we estimate at the very h^heat figure the contingent 
debts claimed by the persons Interested, they fluctnated between five and twelve millions. 
We hiive ntready devoted more than four hundred millions to this expedition, and as an 
indemnity for tlds outlay we have only a certificate of iudebtednoes from the Mexican gov> 
emment. It is therefore onr duty to examine doeely what onr oondltton Is, and what diall 

be tlic extent and the iliiratioii of our sacrifices. 

I am well aware that 1 am here to meet with an objection that has been made to me 
several times, and which, at one of onr recent sesdions, was very precisely stated In the 

speech of the honorable minister of state. Thege criticisms," tvvid he, " are inojwtiiue ; 
they are contrary to prudence and even to patriotism. Our soldiers are now at work ; 
France has accepted the conception and the execution of a great work beyond tlie Atlantic ; 
and yet this in ttsu very moment which is selected to examine and criticise the motives of 
that work ; aiul fo, at tlie time when the crreat interests <»f all dictate a eoncurrencc of effort 
for its bliible coneummutiou, it is by such ultuclis enfeebled and ruined in odvuace." 
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Gentlemen, if such an objection as this oouM condemn us to Rilenoe, we might an well 
renounce forever the little share of ixjwer that ba8 been left to us >m ibo coDHtltotioa. [Uoi^ 
inurs of dlKripprobation frf>ra several benches. Ai^plaunc around the speaker.] 

The initiative l>elong8 not to us ; especially iu uiatters appertaining to our foreign rela- 
tions we are called upon to otmsider resolutionsslresdy taken ; and if we htiTe not tbe right 
toi xiimiriethem when they are submitted to US, we ntay «8 well abdicate oarpowsr entirely. 
[Ki-ncvval of Himilar demonfitrations ] 

lliat such is not your intention, gentlemen, I am fnlly ocmTllloed. Dndoulitedly the 
spirit of abuse and pastsh-n is culpable ; but that which is no kss so, and wlii. h nmy 1h» more 
dangerous, Ik the spirit of sybtematic iihi«iou, and undiscriminating and ])mieteruiiuecl con- 
fidence. The spirit of nbase and pnMtion awakens the distrust of the government and places 
it ou the (I' fonsive. On the contrarj*, the spirit of illusion, the spirit of systematic and 
predetermined confidence, encourages every species of rashnei» and folly ; it is capable of 
fmdpitathtf? rash undertakings from which It Is ImpoNible to withdraw. 

Tt is tlierrfore a very Rerious obligntion upon ns to examine tlic situntion in vrhti b are 
placed, whilst we sttive, in truth, to avoid both those rocks, and for the decihion of 
jSacts have reconrae to a careful inireetigatlmi of the truth, with the independence tisat ap- 
pertains to this great assembly. 

Well, you remember that when there was first qaeetion of this Mexican expedition, w^ 
entreated the government to be pleased to restrict it to the redress of the gtievanoes of 
which our counti ynu-ii hini to complHin. and to abftidn cart'tnlly from any interference with 
the internal affairs of the country. Then the language of the govemment was very differ- 
ent fi:om that which we heard In one of your recent meetings. Yon may remember with 
what disdain they treate<l our anticipations ; and when we spoke of a prospective- cmiKTor, 
to whose zealousness an appeal had already been made, how they treated all such ideas as 
chimeras, and how they londly disavowed them ; and when it was desirable to obtain the 
adhesion of the Clmmbea, and it was sought to s|>ccify the nature, the charact^^r, and the 
purpose of the expedition, they did not depart far from the system which we ouiselVes have 
always counselled to those in power. 

They said, in fact, that it was for the redress of the grievances of our countrymen that 
we went to Mexico ; only if the nation manifested a desire for a political change, we were 
to give them our assistance and we were to consult them ; but it was from themselves and 
not from as that should emanate the final expression of will that wa.s to decide a^ to their 
future governitu'iit. Then the government very loudly ptoilainifd that it did not intend 
to allow it^^elf any intermeddling in this regard ; that it w<ui m Mexican and not a foreign 
power that it intended to inaugurate. And on this point, here arc the words uttered by 
the iKUiornble minister of state, M. Biliniilt, not on thf occasion of the first debate Ix'tween 
U.S, but the second, at the time of the debute on the budget in the month of June, 1862 : 

" Wlum the French flag, an event whidi I hope will soon happen, floats over the wails of 
Me.vuo. wo will not dcpait from this gciHTOusand protective policy ; all, wbetbt^r reaction- 
ists or libetals, violent or moderate, shtUl be equally admitted to (Mirticipate in tliis general 
expression of the public will ; there sliall be liberty f>r all beneath the llag of France, and 
it will not be the tirsi titno, as you know, tlint it f^haXi liave thus sheltered ttoder its tnt^- 
lary folds the just luani testation of national desires. 

All will be allowed fnll and entire liberty of choice, and then If the tyranny of Juarat 
suit:* tbi'm — yes, if It suitH them — wt H. they will siv s i I" 

Thche, gentlemen, are the words that were received with almost unanimous approbation 
by the Chamber ; tlieee are the declarations that indticed the resolution of the majority. 

Kow, I ask you, Wh;it li ivfi tin y in common with the lofty conoepi ions prcsoritt il to you, 
at one of your recent meetings, by the minister of state f Ah ! gentlemen, like your^ielves, 
I am always touched by his talent ; I 'am full of admiratioo for his eloquence ; I am not 
astoni>bed at the applause with which you receive liis words •. and if I have any regret, it 
is that I cannot join in it. Only let me be permitted to say to him, with all the deference 
which I entertain for him, that I find this eloquence often dangerous ; that it inflames more 
than it enlightens ; that it throws moi-c brilliaucy than light on the (juestions on which it la 
exercised ; and, in my opinion, the minister of state, in treating of this Mexicim question, 
has allowed himself to be carried too far by the dangerous seductions of oratory. 

In any aise, I assert that this grand idea of a regeneration of the Mexican nation, of the 
foundation of an empire which is to be, beyond the sea, the fruit of the power ami protec- 
tion of France, is the mere result of chance, of events ; and that it has been developed by 
facts entirely unforeseen by those now advancing it. For this dilemma stands : either, as I 
am unwilling to bdifve, the truth has not been told to tli« Chamber, designs have been 
concealed froni it before which it would have recoiled ; or else these designs are merely the 
results of an afterthought. This great enterprise which it is now sought to glorify l>efore 
you is only an idea that has XyevM tlirown into the scale of ev^vits by f;i''ts not sufficiently 
cootiidered beforehand. Ail the diUicuitics, all the dangers, all the political iucoaveniencea 
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^at indi aa idea might produce, were not taken into oonrfdentloa : tboee wbo new en> 

tertain that idea gave Ihemgelves up to it as t« a sort of nccessky which it was itupoK«ih1e 
to foresee, and which became the pivot of the operations into which Uiej were dragged, 
after having engaged In an expedition from whidb thefehonld hare refrained from the very 
beginning. 

Thus, what I awert ia, that this idea of the regeneration of the Mexican Datio!i, which is 
now prcseoted to os as one of the mwone fbr ^e oontinnanoe of onr eooupation, and the 

achievement of which alono can permit our flag to be withdrawn in an honorable niannor, 
did not exist at the cummencement. We went to Mexico to avenge our countrymen ; we 
nent to Mexico to interrogate the Mexican nation, and wc solemnly declared to It that we 
woal(i li.sten to its reply, and that we wonid conform ourM-lvts to it. 

Now the tone is somewhat changed. Hopes of a more lofty, but at the same time of a 
more deceptive character, are held up before your dazzled eyes; and, in order not to be led 
Bittray by them, we moit examine tliem closely ; we inu8t not let olurselvce be aednced 
by pflittering words ; we must not r»^ly merely on the dedutionit of eUoqiience; we mnst 
consult fiu-tri, and facts alone. [Manifcstation.i of approbation around t^^c Hpeaker.] 

Now, gfutleraeo, permit me to my that, if the transcendent talen a and ehxiuence of 
th*» minister of state have oftentimes carried avvjiv the votes of tlie ("h unbcr, thev have not 
entirely mastered the prejudices of the comniittei; ; fur the committee, even in view of 
these brilliant proepeots held out, has given ntteranoe to words of mn<^ wiadom— words, 
unfortunately, very useless, for they are inrcpsantly repeated, nnd they are only a vain 
sound that moves the air ; and I do not see, gentlemen, that the advice given to the gov- 
eromeut with so much deference la followed any more this year than in preceding ones. 

Here is wh?\t the committee Pnys '■ " In the course of these thou;;ht<5 with whii It ir has 
been deeply inspired, the committee could not refrain from directing its attcntiou to the 
Mexican expedition. Leas onerona rinoe the return of onr troops has commenoed, the sao* 
rifices which it has occasioned are, it is true, compensated liy ri irnbursenif'nts ; hut politi- 
cal considerations combine with tioaacial reasons to cause us to desire that tiio completion 
of the work of paai6catlon and the definitive eataUlshmentdof the Mexican army, which 
fain a c:ood state of onr-uii^iti in. should hasten the moment when the last aoldlen of the 
expeditionary corps shall return to France." 

And a little farther on the same thought la again expressed, and It Is pecntlnrly eloquent 
in \i^•\s' r)f the two nurnl ers with which it is connected — 41..3't2.470 fr-mcs nu urie side, 
claimed as the amount yet due for the expenses of our army, and 9,000,000 tliat are taken 
from the trsasnry of Fl«nee to pay the Hexioan army ; certainly a very unpleasant Inoo* 
Vation, and one which ought to be restricted within the narrowest limits. 

So the committee adds, after having stated these facts : ** We had in Mexico, at the be- 
ginning of last year, an army of 34,000 men ; by the return home of various resTtments its 
strenjith has been re«1uccd to 28,000 men. It will be still further diminifthed from this 
time to the end of 1865 by the return to France of other regiments, which will embtirk at 
Vera Cruz as soon as the expiratitm of the sickly season will allow them to march towards 
the warm a^untry without exposing the lives of our soldlen. Your committee on the 
builfjet cannot but re{>eat here the wish that the definitive organization of the Me.\ican 
army should ctmtribute to fficilitatc this movement and hattteu the moment at wbii;h 
the last iletachmeotaof our army are to return to their country." 

SiK h. i^entlemen, are the wishes that have Icen expressed by your committee, and I have 
the rij^ht to say — no one can contradict me — tlint herein the c*>raniittee buH ppokcu the 
sentiment of the whole country. Yes. it ardently desires that the la.st of our soldiers In 
Mexico should, as soon as possible, set f^.^t un the soil of his native land, and that m soon 
as i>ossible, also, we should disengage ourselves from this heavy and perhaps terrible ro- 
qNNiaibility that weighs upon us as long as our flag floats over n fordgn land. 

The committee lays down the period of the reorganlmtlon of the Mexican army as the 
fitting time for the withdrawal of the French forces. 

We will soon have to ask ourselves whether. In a political point of view, not Indeed 
permittiuji; ourwjlves to lie guided by mere theories, but seeking a solution from (jf^icial 
documents, from those emanating from the government itself, from its despatclies and its 
dedamtiotts, this te indeed the only condition that can allow the French army to with- 
draw and abiiudon Mexico. 

But 1 will make this oi)»ervation to the Chamlier — that the language of the committee, 
which, in my opinion, is the sentiment of the whole country, is hot the repetition of that 
used by all the committees Injfore it that liave examined our financial condition. , 

'Ihey have not failed to hold out the same warning to the government ; they have not 
ceased to repeat to it, with all the energy which eonld be inspired Into them by their ardent 
diVire to maiut«un, tw repretentatives of the majority, a good understanding with the kov- 
ernment, while assuring it of their entire support, that it was necessary to pnt the earlkst 
possible end to this Mexican expedition. 
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Th'8 is, also, what was iald by onr honorable oollengiic, M. Gouin, bo .well infomiHl in 
snch affairs, when, in his rt'port. under date of December 'i'l, 1><C 5, he g«ve utterance to 
thotie wordii, which I uinuot suQicieDtly urge the gtiverumcut to [Xiuder, fur they contidil 
the secret of nudnttthiing a true equiKbriam in all budgets : 

"We Insist, on the contrnry, with all our strtngtb. that the government sliould 
confine itnelf within the ordinary rc^oarces of our budgets, and not enter upon a 
system of extnwrdlDarx expenses thai amy have the most serlons consequences in 
the future. lA,*t us learn, moreover, to redist the sc Itirtmns of glory ; let U8 enjoy that 
which we have acquired^ and with which wc can bouurably desire a peace of which the 
itatioas have so mudi need. Let us have peace, and our Onaaces will improve ; we can 
then employ larger mkus in our publio woiks, wUdi wiU pTOTS an abundant foufoe of 
wealth and pro^itperity for uur people " 

And none of you, gentlemen, have forgotten the remarlcable report of our colteegue, 
V. I*'\rraburo, \\h<j not only npeatt'd tlu* wish txpresseil by flu' h onorable M. Oouin, but 
also atuxcd the government to adopt the dcclaratiua that had been made by him, that he 
hu])L-<l that by the end of 1864 our army should have quitted Hexfoo. 

'•At tills luouitut," said the honorable M. Larraliine, "the Eiii;u'r< t "s trovernmcnt de- 
clares that it ha<i no engagements with any ooe, cither to leave a body of French troops in 
Mexico, or to guarantee any loan whatever ; it declares that it has no reason to think thst 
it may be ntctss uy to increase the number of the French troops now actually in Mexico ; that 
any movemeuLs that may take place until their final withdrawal will be only for the pur- 
pone of replacing the sick and those entitled to discharge. Under present circumstances, 
as far as it c.\n foresee, the government hopes that the end of 1864 will marlK the terra of 
the expedition " 

And as the Chamber had participated somewhat in the feelings of the pf>op1e in regard 
to an expeditii>n that conducted our brave soldiers to the north of Mexico, the government 
deemed tbnt itcoubl ^nve t lie committee' the formal assurance that the expedition to San 
Luis I'otosi ^hould be tlic last. 

"As to the expedition to San Luis Potod in particular," said the report, *'itbas besa 
judLTcil necessary, in (ir.lt r to rH-rnj)}" thi' most important parts of Mexico. The country 
uompns<<l belwt en ^uu Lui* ami the city of Mexico includes some important centres of 
population. Their occupaUon became useful solely in order to hasten the consummation of 
the w.irk h-iiIlm t ike i — the reparation of our grievances and the eniblinjr Mexic<» freely to 
choo^e a new government. Being masters of the country as far as San Luia de Potosi, we 
can see these projects leaHsed with more rapidity and success. The army will stop there." 

Siub, ^entleiiicn, wns the iissnrnnce of the •rTovernractit to the committee ; such the en- 
gagement made by it; and the committee abided these eigniiicaut words, which I reoom« 
mend to yom kindly oonsldeii^lon, and from which I shalt'soon be entitled to draw theli 
legitimate conclusions : 

"The army will stop there ; the method of universal suffrage, naturally set in motion 
in accord BO oe with the usages or the institutions of the country, will be Invoked for the 
selection of the sy.<t« lu of government that may be best suited to it ; whatever sliall be Its 
decision, Fiance will respect it." 

Thus, more than two years passed away ; imfbreseen obstacles prc^nted themselves ; the 
couiage of our sol !i< i . tiinmphed over everything, and the flegof Ftanee floated in tri- 
umph over the city of ^lexico. 

The government engnge.-t not to oonUnue, for Vbe advant^re of a cause which cannot be 
thnt of FrutKc, an exix-dition (but won!d conduct our aimtes into vast provinces where 
they would be exposed to fatigues, privations, and dangers, which they are not l>ound to 
undergo when it is not the cause of the nation that impels them. 

This was the firtt declarati<m of the government. There has been a second un . vvhich 
is no IcHs important in a political point of view. It is that there would be no soit ot pres- 
sure exerted on the Mexican nation. Not only will it he consulted, but it is indiaited also 
how that will l»e done. It will be in the most liberal manner. Each and every Individual 
will concur in the erection of this vast national edititv, from which only anarchy and evil 
passions will be excluded. Universal euffnige alone can have this t^ecret and jxitency. If our 
troops have gone to Mexico to nccompiish a stern duty, at lea.st. after bavins,' stricken witli tlie 
sword, fhcy will give consolation by the introduction of civiliziition and its l enefits, and 
uuivcrs.vl siiiTiagf will Ik; the consequence of their dcs-cent on the Mexican t-^rritory. LCrieS 
of good ! good ! around the speaker.] 
^ This is what was sjdd in the report, and I havp bound myself to it. I will keep my 
word — I will cite only official documents — here is what wiis promised in the month of Jan- 
nary. 18(54. 

And when, j^st now, I told yon tlmt th'^ lanrrTinc.'*' used in lSfi5, and wbii h rr nirs from 
your committee, is only the echo of all ihm: anterior declarations, and that it ii» in com- 
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pi etc; accordiince with thoM of the ▼arioiis oommlttoM and of thegoronunent, yon see tbat 

I was iu the right. 

Bat I Mk joa, my colleagoM, of what use tn all those declaiatioiut If they remain 

sterile? Why these proini.s'S if tlu-y are violat (i? Why tlitse counsels giv- n f * V.w ircv- 
eraiueot if it takes no aci ouut of them ? Hus the army stopped at Saa Luis de l\>to»i 1 
Hot only yoa koow that It hna proceeded eveii to Duiango and Monterey, bat alao — this Is 
certain — a part f f nnr troops hrive vontnred, we know not wli)-, into tli ' distTts of Sfinoia, 
where tbcra ia nought but privatiuus for our heroic soldierii, where they arc cundemDcd to 
tiansport their eannon on the hacks of men. where they hare to struggle against all the 
difficulties and nil the uuhealthin'>H of the climate. 

Buch is the language of the government and such its course of action. Can we continue ? 
In It wise to content oorselrea with mere words like these t Is It well tbat a great assembly 
like youn), and the committees which are itii expresnion, should continue this kind of mi»- 
uudentanding bctwo< n ih and the government, while we say, "The expedition must be 
terminated," and the government gays, "I wish to terminate it," and yet, in reality, con- 
tinues and extends it f 

W«»1I, it muHt be said, the etak- of the axsc wna defmeil with very great precision at our 
last meeting, with so much precision, inde d, that it is impossible now to take refuge be- 
hind thf .^liLihtost equivocui' 11 

In fact, gentlemen, when M. Thiers pj^okc upon tiiis (lucstion, with his wonderful pagadty, 
he understoixl [perfectly well th it on tlj.it day \\\wn Krunce took tht! Archduke Maxiii.ili;in 
. by the hand, placed him beneath the protection of lirr tl.ig, and accompanied Um with tho 
Hid of her armies to enthrone him in the city of Mexico, she espoused his oause and iwund 
herself irrevocably 4o it. 

And then, gentlemen, he put some very precise qnestions to the goyerament, to which 
replies were given, and tlu-se (piesUons and these replies it beh<K)vc3 you now to recall to 
mind. Here is what the honurable M. Theirs said in the session of January 2(i, l8G:i : 

** I believe that when yon shall have enoooraged the goveroment to perrist In Its pnr- 
pn^ea, which will depi nd on the toj>e whit li yon may lulopt, it will be very un^^easi-nable 
and inappropriate for you afterwards to refuse it troops, sulo'rs, and millions of money, in 
order to snstatn to the end that which you aro now about to undertake ; for, reflect well 
on it, hitherto you have not cotnuiitted yoiirse'ves, as an affair of honor, but on the day 
tjiat the prince eailti with your support, with your guarautee, you must sustain him at all 
haaards. whatever comes of It " 

And oar illustrions and venerable colleague, M Bcrryor, insisting on these simple trnths. 
added also, "Can the govertimeut assure France that it has resolved soon to quit Mexico f 
Or are we, on the contrary, to be told that It will prescrfho as a prellmlpary, conformably 
to the iustnu ;i.>ns i^iveii to General Baaaine, the establishment of the monarchy of the 
Archduke Maximilian in Mexico f" 

And behold, gentlemen. In what terms the honorable minister of state replied : 

"The honorable M Thiers hivs said to you, 'We wish to withdraw honorably from 
Mexic > ' Yc^, we wish to withdraw honorably. The Chimber has favorably received both 
of th&fe declarations. In fact, these two declarations are the sentiment of the majoiity and 
theftentiment of the gonremmont." 

You reecivcd the<e ^•x[»res'<i(jns, gentlerncn. with marks of approbation 

*• But the governmeLil does not deem it honorable to with<iraw from it by ncgotiatins; 
with Juarea. The government docs not consider it proper to treat with Geoeml Almonte, 
who represent* no legally constitut<' 1 ttuthority. It cm only nrcroti itf with a frovfrnni'^nt 
sprung from universiil suffrage VVht-ti a contract shall have ln-.-ti made Ix-tween the Mexi- 
can nation and the Archduke Maximilian, if he is elected, the Freach government, by ne- 
gotiating with that sovetcign, will not li.n-e thereby contracted a permanent and indefinite 
ivgreement fur the maintenance of an empire in Mexico." 

Alt this, gentlemen. Is perfectly dear The wish of the government is apparent to yon. 
It does not wish to negotiate with .lua^ez, who is an enemy ; it doe-* not wish to negoti:tt(» 
with Almonte, who is the representative of a provisional government It is necessary that 
it should meet the Hezloan nation face to ftice, In the peison of the chief, not who has 
been imjMised nj)on it. but whom it has freely thoM-n through the me<rn!m of iiniv»rsal 
sufiiage. And when this popular consecration siuUi have intervened to estubliah Mitximil- 
ian on his throne, France will negotiate with him and will withdraw honoraidy. 

This is, gentlemen, what was taid by the governmetit, and it nas impossible, allow* me 
to observe, fur it to bold any other language. l'rccedunt« all pointed in that direction ; 
tht Emperor himself had already written : 

" It is against my intere>tj?, against my origin, against my principle.s, to imi>oeo ary gov« 
ernmcnt whatever on the Mexican people ; let them select in full Ul/erty the form that 
•nits them bert." 

And M. BlUanlt added, In the asrttonof Fsbmaiy 7, 1868 : 
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" Wa appf ril to tlic Mexican people. If its vote doclarea even for the gOTemment of 
Jiiait'Z. H) lie it ; let its vote be allowetl to tuke effect 1" 

Ami, under date of Jauuary 27, 1864, the minfoter of state gave nttenaioe to words 
wLith do not ranch diffir from them: 

"The system of univt'r^a1 8uffiBge u ill soon perform its imictiojis. If the Mixican na- 
tion adopts th*- It imblicuQ furm, we will respect its vote. If it iiref.-r.-; to estftUisk a mon. 
jirehy, we will likewise re8j)ect it. Now that seven-eiijbths (if the Mexiuin people have 
been free<l fr<tm the yoke of Juarez aud from his exactiouK, univerbul sutiruge will boon pro- 
nounce, and then the work of France v ill approach its completion." 

Su< li \v<iidi«, it mwet be wtnted. are only the cof.si querice of the original c''nventi«)n that 
united three powers to march against Mexico ; for they had all mutually oliliged themselves — 
thej are the termgof article 2 of the treaty of October 31. 1861 — " not to exert in the 
internal nfl'urg of Me.xico iiny influence of a nature calculated to injure the lights of the 
Mexican nation to choose the form of its government." 

This, then, is perfectly well settled, and I do not believe it to be poerible to deny that 
what the government h;vs wished, wlmt it yet recently wi.^hMl according to itji lanf,'uage 
last year, wiis to bring the Mexican uatioa freely tu mauife8t its wishuH by means of oni- 
venal sufTrege. It did not wish to impose on it any t^iHtdes whatever of form of govern- 
ment. 

Onl; it has happened — and aeeuredly, iu the cureei of a stittesmen, such a good fortune 
is very rare — ^it has happened that the fvheme which we had anoonnoed, and which, al- 
though it was denied, had lu en Icnp beforehand prepared by diplomacy, namely, the ad- 
vancement of the Archduke Maximilian, was what proved most agreeable to the Mexican 
nation. In one of our late meetings you heard the extremely interesting developments 
presented to you by one of our honorable colleagues just returned from Mexico He had 
therein su]Hrior advantages to us. He told us sctiou-sly that the Archduke Maximilian 
must succeed, because he had blue eyes aud golden hair. [Laitghter on varions benches ] 

Yes, yes, this waa one of the th ments of succers for him — this is what would cau.se him 
to be received with acclamation by the Mexican nation ; and you will see that the Mexicaa 
nation did not even need to feee him — his good qualities were foreshadowed to them ; for, 
even before be had yet left Miramar« the announcement of his arrival bad produced such 
an effect that a general euthnFi;v8m was created in his fav. r. So we are told }>y the Mtmi- 
teur of July 24, in which we read : " We call the atteniion oi our leadeis to the corrcs- 
pondeiu e from Mezico 

And, in fact, in the scsision of January 2(), llic honor.vl.jc virf-pre.«i<knt of the council of 
state, M. Chaix d'E»t Ange, ent4.'red into ait ciiumeration of the adherents of the empire, 
and assuredly, gentlemen, nothing wiis more gratifying. He said : 

" We lijive now five and a half millions of inhabitants out of seven tuilHons adborin? to 
us, yea, obtsjing our laws. Tliere are not two millions outside ot our circle of action, and 
on these, I believe^ even the most andoDt and best-established guvemmentoof theconotry 
have never been able to lay their hands ; even the Spanish government was nnable tooon* 
trol them." 

Thus, gentlemen, more tlian five millions out of seven millions adhered to the scheme 

propos' il by France. Tlie Aiclidnke Maximilian had only to touch the soil of Me.xico, tri- 
umphal arches were already prepared, and our honorable colleague has told us that from 
Vera Cruz to the city of Mexico 4t wtw but one long pageant ; that at Vera Cms they re- 
ceived him under a shower of ilow ers — always, it is true, excepting from these demon-strations 
the 1,500,000 Mexicans whom the honorable commisbicuer ou the part of the government 
qualified as recnldtrant, iooorrigible, and factious indlvldaala. What is undeniable, at 
least, is, that tl:ey were tm n who defended their country and who desired no foreign dom- 
ination. [Murmurs of disapprobation.) 

This state of affalra Is similarly set forth in the ezpoU of the condition of the empire 
which has been distributed among us. 

Here, gentlemen, mention made of the eagerness with which Uazimilian was received. 
At pitgc 174, towards the end, I read as follows: 

" The results obtained In 1862 and 1863 by our expeditionary corps in Mexico, have, 
1864, received a solemn consecration. Under the protection of the llig of FYance, a regu- 
lar government has been founded in that country, heretofore for more than fifty years de- 
livered Up to anarchy and intestine dissen.sions. In the l>e<{inning of the month of June 
the tynperor ^Maximilian tunk i>Mssi s>'ujfi u{ the throne, and s!!;«faine I by our army, he in- 
augurates iu all Security an eia u\ peace and prosperity for his new country." 

And a little further on we tind similar words of congratulation and confidence, and then 
we asked ouiwlves, (u ttcT.uiion of tb.e i-ddnvH' "Since the MexiiUn emperor is estfibli-h< d, 
■inoe Maximilian is the meseiah announced by all past times, since he is really the man 
both for the Indians and Spaniards, who recdve him with acclamations, since ho meets on 
his passage only the Aougwb.of the tmorUa, let our soldlen return. What have they to do 
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In Mexico ? Thry Arc not necflod : let them return. They woulrl only mar hy their pres'^nce 
the gaiety of such a uoiversal holiday ; they would only be an obstacle ia the way of that 
entire unanimity of feeling that exlete between the prince and the nation.*' 
But between theee words and the truth there is, unfortunately, gentlemen, n world of 

dififeretice 

They have tupoken to us of emne Mexicans who were unwillinir to take part with the new 

governnjeiit : theKe tht*y lire occupleil in piieifyint; FIuw is this pieification ( !T' i t^-|^ f 
Hear what we leara from tho news publittbed in the papers, and in reference to which the 
Mouitenr has been vainly called upon for explanations. It has oontluued to keep silence. 
I regret it, gentlemen ; for if iin-sc nnnouncementfl are true, they are a stain upon the 
pages of the history of France. [Murmurs of disapprobation from several benches J 

lAgten, gentlemen ; here is what I read in a telegraphic despatch published by a Flurta 
pnper of the date «'f April 19. 1805, announcing that the pacifioition of Mexico is moreand 
more complete, and that General Castngny has burned a city. 

Do you know what San Sebastian is? It is a city of 4,000 souls ; it has been given to 
the tlaraes, and yet the .Moniteur is silent. 

I do r.ot insi.'^t tint 8u< h an announcement should Ix* contradict*"*! ; only, until it i-* contra- 
dicted It stands ; utifurtunatcly, I have reason to eouhider it correct ; and what indiicca 
me to believe that I um not mistaken is the proclamation issued hy the s-ime commander 
on entering one of the cit > s of Me.xico, whereby he announced what £ate Was teserred for 
those who would not submit to bis laws. 

listen, gentlemen, and ask yourselves. After having heard these words, whether mine 

Me too pevere: 

" Mexicans ! I have come, in the name of the emperor Maximilian, into the State of 
Snaloa, to establish peace therein, to protect property, and to deliver yon from the male- 
factors who oppress you under the mask of Itbeiiy.'* 

Several voices: That is all right. * 

M. Jvtn Pavbb. How ! protect property by burning a dty of 4,000 Inhabitants : to lay 

wast, u liile declrxrjng himself protector. [Interruptions ani murmurs of ili.vipprobation.] 
A MutBxa. You have made no mention of the brigandage that has autLoiized such re- 
prisals. 

M. nouirvR. ^TiTiist r of State. You am defbnding Bomero, a robber and an aMasaln. 
[Confused maui flotations.] 
H. OaniitBU PAOts. How ! whole dtlee homed t It is only dena ol thieves and hrigaada 

that hiive l»-en (It-ti' Vr 1. 

Tub MuiisTSia or Stats. Be pleased to respect the French flag. 

H'. EuoBXB PiLLRAX. Bum a whole city I That Is what they do In Foltnd. 

M. C AB.\i£R Paoia, In the midst of grsat oonfttsion, utters some words that did not rsach 

the reporters. 

Tux CnAiRMAX, M. Scnxxioxa. Assoredly, you oionot be well acquainted with the fisets, 
to be so positive in your aawrtloikt. I request you to be pleaeed to jermtt H. Julee Favre 

to continue his speech. 

M. Ji'LEs Favbe I proceed: 

" Ktibrtd have been made to distort the purpose of our intervention ; many of you have 
been drawn into a false path, and they have allowed themselves to be blinded in regard to 
the veritiible interests of their country." 

It it we who have undert;iken to teach the Meidcana what are the real intereats of their 
country, and we have prombied to consult them [l)iwipproh,'\tion.] 

That is not all : Ihe hour of justice has come." Listen to this, gentlemen, and I pro- 
ceed to auk you whether there are two codes of morals— one for the use of tihe party that 
trluni|>hs, and the other prohibited to the vanqnislird. 

Listen to this: "The hour of justice has cume A rigorous sentence is being executed 
at this very moment agidnst the distrtct of Ooncordia." The sentence Is the burnt dty ; 
and Kce how they reply to tho>^e M ho r -i-'st ; the refape of wnrnen an»l children, private prop- 
erty, everything is devastated, everything is destroyed. Mexico is enlightened by fire, and 
it is by the light of this fire that the proclanotatlon which I read to you has been drawn up. 

Li*iten : The hour of jn^tii e has ccrac. A rigorous sentence i8 beini^ executeil at this 
very moment against toe (iiistrict of Concordia. Let this example exert a salutary inliu. 
ence on your minds. Appreciate our course of action ; to tome protection, to otban the 
chastifleraent which they deserve. You can cbooae between then iwo alteniAttves." • 

Several voices : Very well ; that is all right. 

H. Jouts Fav&i. Listen ; that is not alt : ** We ax» disposed to act with the greatest 

kindness towards those who honestly rally round the elect of the IfexiOBa naUon.'* 

Numerous voices : Very good I very good 1 

]IL JuLSS Favbb. But we are resolved to act with all necessary rigor against iboee who 
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obstinately persict in (iustninin? the wretches who, Qimplllig ihd giOflMIS titio Ol toldltni 

dishonor the Mexican nutiou by their crimes." 
Hie >:xime voices : That Is very well said. 

JI. Jllks Favbe. We understand thin langnage ; tou have only to open history ; you 
will find there that the vanquished have been always calumniated. Words of a similar im- 
port w«ra ottered agalott the vanqahhad of 1814 aiid 1815. [Lood numlfeotatione of dis- 
tent iiv.A !Tinr;jnirs of dipuppml-ation on a pr«\it tininl vr of }ienched ] 

Permit uie to fipeal£.getitk'iu« n ; it is not only a right that 1 exercise ; it is a daty that 
I perform, r^enewed disapprobation. J 

Hi9 ExcELLENCT 2L BovBiR, Minister of State. Yoa ii^aie the French Mmy, the wmy 
of your country. 

Naroerons voloes : Yeo, yes ; it In IntoleraMe. 

M Ji XEs Favrk 71. it is what I ought to sjiy, and that is what I say. 
Tus CUAIKMAM, M. iScuNUDHi. I piay yoQ not to compare the French, overpowered bv 
mimberi to 1814, with men whom I do not wbh to characterize and whom the French army 

has enconnten (1 in Mexico. 
Numerous vuices : Good ! good ! 

M. Lt Habquis Db Pibe. The brave men of 18IS had shed their blood for the defence of 
the country, and you have never Klied anytbiog but ink. [Confusion and noi^e ] 

M. JvLRS Favbe. I aslv you, gentlemen, how such words cjin bereoonriled with those that 
emanated from the Kmperor, witli those that liave been uttered by the ministers in this 
hail, wherein it was declared that the Mexican nation was to be consulted, and that the 
Areiidiil<e Miixiniili-in wiv.-* to of nn act-nnnt witliout ins vote. Now it is declared that 
there are two camps in Mexico — the uimpot the Mexicans who accept the empire, and these 
aie protected. 

jH'venil voices : That i«« a duty. 

M. JvLKs Favbr. And the couip of the Mexicans who protest against the empire, and 
these are pillaged and sbotdown. [Coofoeed mantfeelatlone of dieapprobation.] 

That is not all, gentlemen ; these acts have iK'cn coramitte 1 mntmry to the law of na- 
tions, contrary to the lawi^ of war, which require that neutrals should be respected ; that 
private property shonid not wantonly and without cauae be destroyed ; that the eacklog of 
cities should not be made a moans of co reion in order to intimidate the mindi; of a pwiplo 
and inspire a salutary terror to iusure the succ^ of a pretender. Such are the piinciples 
laid down by all monlista and all who have written on the law of nattooi . [Discordant 
manifestations ] 

TuK CnAiaMAM, M. Schbbidkb. M. Jules Favre. allow me one observation. I am an ar- 
dent piitisan of liberty of speech, and I betleve I have given proofs of it. The Chamber 

is no less an.xlourt for it than I am. and it proviK it at this moment ; for. althoiim'h it basal- 
ready heard the Mexican question discoaaed several times, it is still willing to lend its at- 
tention. Tet, in the interest of yonr canse — ■ 

M. Jules Favhk It iK not my cause ; it is that of the law of nations. 

Tub Chaihman, M hciiNKiDER. I entreat you not to exatrgerate anything, and to confine 
yourself to the use of such expressions as may not excite the legitimate sensibilities of the 
•aiiembly. [Good ! good !] 

M. Ji LES I'^AVRK In reply to the ob.'vervation of the rimirman, I thank the Chamber for 
having be<-n pleased to hear me patietitly. [Loud muiiitcsUilioua of Ui!>approbatioa.J 

S<jii)e voiees: No, no— not very patientlj* 

M. De Guilloxtet. 'I'lie ( liarnber liears you with indij^nation. , 

M. JuLRS Favke 1 addrcfw my»-elf to the majority, and not to a few interrupters. 

I have cidled the attention of the Chamber to some new fact^— to facts which scriootlj 
compromise the policy of France, to facts that m iy conipromise tin* future— and it is Vtty 
Important that the government should give precise explanations in tliis regard. 

Now, gentlemen, I call your attention to another class of facta no leas important. I re- 
fer to eveutH that have excited, and very naturally, too, a strcmg degree of irritation in all 
minds in Mexico, and liave given rise to hostile passions. Who can doubt itt That irri- 
tation, those passions, have fbnnd vent In certain writings. If those wxitinga were cnlp»> 
blc, why not brin^' thcw In fnn; the courts ofjnKti( ■ ' There Is no better oonrse. But that 
France, under the protection of its Hug, should shelter a military oomtdl before which jour- 
naliste are brought, and that in the name of the Bmperor, who haa proclldmed libertf and 
universal suffrHge, these journalists should l»e delivered into the hands ot the Aichduke 
Maximilian — this is something that appears inconceivable to me, something that seems a 
great pollUeal £nitt. In tnia way we oompromise — and here I avail myself of the ezpren- 
rion juHt f inplojed by the chairman — we compromise the caiis - that we wish to defend. 

Yet, gentlemen, such things have oome topass in Mexico. Journalists have been brought 
h^re a oonodl of war, and In the mune of the Bmperor ami hf ftcoeh JoiHee hnve bean 
ontidemed to vailoat pnnUhmenta. 
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H. Di OvBUNmv. That ii «II vwf profMr, Ibr thqr ^mn criaimla. 

M Ji Lvs Favbg l8 it by such means as thit thai yon tblbk yon CAB Ixring ftbODt tliat 

pacification for which every one is anxious. 
6«nt1eiiien, a frank espteoatlon Is reqoMte here. Yon hare been oontlnnally ti>1d of the 

pn ^ilnlity of withdrawing our troops, n"w nt the eml of 1864, now ugnin at ilu^ einl of 
1&05, and the minister of utate, self-doludcd, though, I am convinced, in good faith, told 
US, on the SSd of Janoary, 1M4, that ft would be sufficient for oar troopa to remain a feir 

month.'! more hi Mexico in orfcr ri)i,so)i<];itt' thi- tliroh>> of the ArCthdaKe IfazlmlUanMld 
to give a proper impetus to the regeneration of that country. 

It nitkes hilt little diflhrenoe, gentlemen ; and. as for me. I wonid very willingly con- 
pent thfit our troops should remain there not only some tnonthfl, but even a year, provided 
that, at the end of that year, the promise of their return should be do longer an empty 
word Bat if the programme of the minister of state Is to be acoomplished, do not delude 
yourselves; one year will not be enough; it will require ten years yet to establish firmly 
the throne of the emperor M vxirailiAO ; it will be necessary to saoriAoe for that purpose 
40,000 men a year, and 400 or 500 millions of money. 

This is what I consider to be a troth now flimly established, and I aakyonr permisdoa 
to prove it to you in a few words. 

This regeneration of Mexico will biing coiuplications of every kind in its train. Do 
you not belieTe it t Does not the present suffice to indicate what is to transpire In future f 
An<l if we were dii»|>0j»ed to Itxtk over history, would we not find there eminent men, more 
emitieut by fur than thoge of the present day, men of genius even, who were led astray 
by ide IS of this charucter ? 

What, in fiict, happened to the first Emperor, to Napoleon f He, alw), bad an idea of 
regeneratiitg a people, lie then held forth U) Spain such assurances as it would be well 
now to recsU ; for they teach a lesson, that princes who govern without any opposition 
befi'ie then; — lud, unfortunately for himself, Napoleon found none — piirice-* wh<» i^ovem 
without any sort of control, may ruin their country while ruining themselves, lu a pro- 
elauatfon which he issued to the Spaniaidt at the time that his troope were setting oot for 
the iMininsula, he said : " Your monarchy is old ; my mission is to n-juvenate it " 

I am distrustful of all self-imposed missions ; and, for my part, I believe that it is the 
part of Providence to elleet that there should be no more providential men, Ixit nations 
governinp themselves, and with power to dir. ct their own de.stlnic8. 

I wish," added Napoleon, " that your latest posterity should preserve the memory of 
my name and say, * He is the regenerator of oar country P" 

Now that, thanks to God. hlie h;is been enabled to heal the severe wounds which wo 
inflicted upon her, Spain has returned to us. But during the first years after our invasion, 
a violent liatred reigned in the heart of fbatnatton towards those wlw bad wished to 
pr itei t and rejuvenate it. 

And as to the mighty man who had conceived such projects, you know whither they 
conducted him ! Ton Imvo only to consult the deliberations of the senate, and yon will 
see that his deposition was pronounced on the 14th of April, 1814, by tlie great legislative 
body of the state, which thus expreined its motives fur the measure : 

** Considering that Napoleon Bonaparte has undertaken a series of wars in violation of 
art. 60 of the constitution of the 22 Frimaire. year 8, which provides that declamtions of 
war muHt be proposed, discussed, and pronudtiiited like laws ; o o o coii>.iderin<^ that 
the lil>eity of the press, established and consecrated an one of the rights of the nation, has 
been constantly subject to the arirftrary censorship of the police," &c., &c. 

Such, gentlemen, is the answer of naUmts when thej are nnfortonate. [Tnmultaoas 
interruption.] 

H. LiB Marqui.s Ds Put. The reply of France, in her misfbrtaiies, has invarbtbly been 

to turn republicanism out of doors [Noise ] 

Thb Chaulmaji, M. 8obmku)Rr. In his retrospective review, the honorable M. Jules Favre 
has told yoa that there was no oppositloii nnder the fltst empire ; then is eertainly one 
under the second eni| ire. [Laughter and iqjiplaQSe,] 

M. Qlais-Bizoim. That is not its iiult. 

M. Emu OuiTim Mr. Chairman, be pleased to permit freedom of dtseassion. 

M JcLES Favre What I wii*h to show is, that it is tic( eFK;iry, indispensable, that the 
pofiitioo, which hitherto has been equivocal, should cease to be so ; it is that it is necessary 
and Indispensable that we shonld know what we have to do, and what the sacrifices are to 
which we arc exposed. If t)ie f'hamber adopts the idea expressed l y the luiuister of 
State ; if, indeed, it wishes to establish the new Mexican government and the throne of the 
Archduke Maximilian on a Arm basis, the majority is sovereign, and we will bow befoie tfe, 
while retaining our own opinion ; but it must nut 1>c iiuiu;ined that the achievement Of 
such an undertaking can permit the retom of our troops next yeu. 
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This 18 the deladon which I opi)o60, If In raUity It odsto, and I raqaeBl yoor kindly 
aiteutioD for a few moments while I strive to combnt it. 

I am well aware uf tho truth of what wag juat said by oar honorable chairman : the 
HMMt of th« points involved in this qneslioo Imto been already dlscuawd. I shall call 

yoTir attentinn only to sndi as arc fif prcspnt mnment. Within those liniit<», gentlemen, 
I iiituad U> coutiiie myiHsif, whilu iuvestigatiug the events that have transpired tdnce last 
year. 

After n thormiph study of all the fncti* in the case, political, military, and financial, it is 
' iiupueiKible for any one seriouaty to believe that the governmeDt of Maximilian can exist 
without onr army. Wltli our army, I aelroowledge, his throne would rest on an a j g rcO " 
mint ; it would la.<t as long as our as>i>t inc. ^vould bf ext-nt'ed to it ; bnt if yon withdraw 
thia awitttance from it, it i« evident that it will be overthrown. If, therefore, you wbb to 
establish It firmly, our army must remain in Mexico. The Cluunher should understaDd 
this Ihoronghly. 

You remember what I said to yon Just now, namely, that the French government bad 
obligated itself to consult the Mexican nation ; that It had declared that its work would 

be Aiiisbed a« soon as univerval suflVage sbouid have pronoiinct'<l, first, on this first qties- 
tiuu : " la it a monarchy or a republic that is to be et^tabliehed in Mexico?" These are 
the words of the minister of state, not mino. Secondly, and on the supposition that • 
mcmarchv would be preforrodf on this second quostloo : ** Will the monarofa be the Areh- 
doke Maximilian ?" 

Now, gentlemen, not only did the minister of state use this laognacre — and he ppoke to 
you, with the preciseneas which he usually exercises in his WOfds, of t!i<» nec»'h8ity of a 
fonnul conir.ict between the Mexican nation and the sovereign, a contract without which 
thtj new government would be ephemeral, founded on force and not on right — bnt also 
the ArclidukL' Maximilijui himself entert'd into a 8irailar engigeraent; and you reimml'i r 
the Hpiccli whicli Ir' (klivered to tiio Mexican depatatlott thatoame to bring to him the 
delil'eiiitiuus uf the notables of Mexico. Ue said : 

" 1 must, however, acknowledge, being herein fully of accord with the Emperor f>f the 
French, whose glorious itiitiiitivi- h;ts rciid<'r<'d jxissible the regeneration of Mt xii that 
the monarchy of that country cannot be established on solid and legitimate !t>uiKliiiion8 
unless the entire nation, by a free maolfostatioQ of lis will, oonflnns the wishes of the 
capital. On the result of the vote of the assembly of the cottntry I must, therefbre, io 
the tirst instance, make the acceptance of the oiTered throne depend." 

And you remember also, gentlemen — you cannot certainly have forgotten It— that sneh 
were the instructions given by the minister of foreign affairs to Marshal Hnz line I do 
not quote them in full to you ; that would be an indiscretion. I content myself with 
reminding you that the minister had folly foreseen the distinction that was to be eetab- 
lislml l i-twctn the lU-libcratioji of the notables and univcn- il H^ufTrage : "HowcVfT," said 
he, " we can consider the votes of the assembly of the city of Mexico only as a prelimiuary 
Indication of the disposition of the ooontry." 

And the minister enters, with minute care, into the details of the vote to which the 
whole Mexican nation should be invited, and without which the power of Uaximili&o 
could have no legiUmate foundation. 

Here, gentlemen, is what has been said by France, since it is from the Emperor's own 
mouth that these words have come. This is what has been repeated by his ministers in 
their diplumatic despatches. This is what has been averted here in your presence. This 
is the condition of the a::rccmeot that has been modii l)rtween ttie mijorityand the gov* 
cmnient. The ChambcT Inis not be<-n willing that the coujitry should suffer violence, 
tluit the treasure and the blood of fraucc should be employed in imposing on Mexico a 
government which it did not wish ; a foolish and culpable enterprise If it were ihus con> 
ducted ; legitimate, on the oontnuy, if it were aooepted by the unanimous will of the 
nation. 

Now, I ask what has been done in this regard rince 1864 f If we choose to rely upon 

the pasii ie-'s which I have had the honor to quote to you a moment ago. it would heem 
that Maxiuiiiiao had only to collect the votes. He was expected by a unanimous {•<-( pie, 
6,600,000 MeslCaiisl "nie commissioner on the part of the government has connted 
them, antl he is perfectly sure of the correctnctw of his ralculations ; .'),/»00,000 Mcxirnns 
were there, ready to place their votes in the urn 1 We demand nothing further: no more 
did Maximilian, probably ! 

^\'h:\i ha»? been done with these 6,500,000 ^Ii xit aris- • What politimi acts arc there to 
which wu cao refer t For we are not called upon to ioquire either into the resources of 
Ifexloo or Into the number of its population. These are vague and oooftned questions, 

which it If, e;iFv to envelop in a plenmant mirsge, tO SUit peiBOUal pTVjudioeS, hut whldl 
must be set wholly aside. Let us look at facU. • 
What has Mwlinllaii done 1 He was sincersly anztoas, I am convinced} to inaugurate 
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an era of prosperity in the country in which he wm received, and for thb pnrpos ' lie liad 
Deed of power. Nothing is powible without this vigorouH instrument in a ^t-nerouH hand. 
But in order that this power Bhoald be useful, it was necemry tliat it ghoulci l)e well 
roottid in the heart of the nation. He haH not dared to look in that direction, and ttie 
only act which we know of his ia an act of good pleA8ure~a statute which, indet-d. I 
have not now to examine, bnt which auflficiently testifies that there is yet Ustwoeu iiioi 
and tiie nation sutuc ol'sUulo wiiich prevents Um from hearing Its Toioe and consDlting 
it. Nothiog, therefore, has been done. 

I have set before you the words uttered by the or^raus of the government, to tiio 
effect that the nation whh to be cooHulted. If the nation dcsirerl to l>e repiiMicaii, we 
would conneut that it hhould be repulilimn 'Ilicy went fvoti furtlier, and F.iid, *' If tlie 
DAtton wishes te have Juarez, wc will Uike Juan-r.." Yuu have chaugvd your ideas, theu ; 
jou have dumged your principles? 

lIiH KxCKLLBKCT M. R<ii HKii, minister nf state. Not at all. 

M. Ji LKS Favbb. You have not changed your idea*! f 

Thk MiNisTBR or Sstatb You have luht your memory. Tliere have been two votra 

M 'ri.jH Kavrk. Yiiu ha^c tmt ciiaiiLriii your !di'iu< I I actvpt vt-ry williuLclv vour (!*cla- 
ratiuii.s. 1 have s:iid that 1 w»u» cuuviuced Uctorehand (iiat tin* int^'iitiuns were g<i(Mi ; and 
when I Just a while ago intimated, l»ecause — I s.i> it (.i)< <'a-rm — it is my duty, that t tie 
conceptions had been ciiant'oahle, tluit they had changed with events, I sud that the 
govt-rumeut had thereby undergone the faUvl law of utci-rfity imposed ii|ioii it. 

Now, the government told us— look, now. geiitlemcu, and jud^u of itn poliof and its 
pru<l- ii<c, I entrrat you — the jroveriiment told \ia that if the Mu-xicnn n itiori wiw con- 
bulied, and if it iuct'pted rcpublicaninm, the government would submit. And theu what 
would it have to do ( To at^^ist Maximilian in packing up his bii^gage and Ofown. Q«n* 
tkiiH II, do you understand such a policy ? Tln!y proceed to ronsult thf coiintrv in r«':^ard 
to a form of government, and they begin by proclaiming on«:, and duciaring that all those 
who iict against that government will l)e panned as malef ictors ! 'lliis fs the way in 
which tht^y wit^h to consult iinivcrsal suiTniLre. Assuredly, this is not in earnest ; and in 
any cjl:>>- I have a right to say that, iu a political point of view, nothing has yet been 
dotte ; iuid as yon have, with justice, attadied all your hopes of the expedition to nniver- 
Kid '^iilf;a'„'f'. anda«, on arronnt I'f circMmstHnrcs which I have not to examine, it h iK r;ot 
been pontiible to consult universal sutirage, you are bttU iu a provisional state. You have 
not advanced one step; or, rather, if we may rely on your own official doonments, yoa 
have recoile<l ; you have lc>st ground. For the enthusiasm of the people portmd. d to us 
an easy election, llie report sent to the minister of foreign affairs bad this character. 
Otherwise, the minister of foreign affairs is a person of too grave a character to write to 
General Hazaine in phrases as inconceivable as this : " Yon have only to odl the people 
together and tske their vote." The minister must have received iuformatiun that the 
vote was easy, and he must have believed it. 

Now, at ttif I'll S T, t time, a v .t'' is no ionpor possiblo I gay it is no loiip^cr possible, 
since it has not been taken. Otherwise, render an account to us of this delay in the ac- 
complish nient of yonr duty. Who prevents 3*00 from consulting ttniversal suffrage, from 
cau.'^int; tl:o return of our troops ? 

iieie is an importiiut fact : Maximilian, very naturally, seeks to collect adherents aronnd 
him. With wliom did he arrive in Mexico f With the most iiowurful ; with those who 
OJttId in-tiie mccess to hi.s enteipiise. I refer to otir !*oldier«: for, wlnitever be the severity 
of certain chiefs, there is iu the temperament of the French soldier, i u bis devotion, in 
his generosity, in his heroism, something that gains the hearts of the |u t>[)le. 

Tlii.-^ icsiilt was crrLiin. es|>e( ially in Mexico ; and il we had not compromised alt these 
advantages, the question wuidduot be -as melancholy as il now is. But, besides the French 
soldiers, there were auxiliaries who certAinly did not jvu ticipate in their sentiments. I 
refer — I wish to make use of a word that may oHend no one — my honorable colleagass 
arc fuliy persuaded that such canuotbemy intention— [mauifestatious of disapprobation] — 

A voice : Not so ! [K.xclamations.'] 
|» M. Jvvts Favbe, He who sajs " Not fo" assuredly gays what the as-sembly is not willing 
to adopt as its own sentiment. It does not ap[)erUiiu to me to qualify it an it deserves ; 
Imt I can say Uiat if I iiad uttered it I should be profoundly sorry for it. [Signs of appro> 
bation.] 

Ths Chaiuman, M. ScnNBiDRB, I regret equally with you that the word should have 
been uttered. [Gomi ! good !J Just a while ago I entreated M. Jules Favre to be more 
moderate, for the sake of his own OBuae. I also request the Chamher to listen to the 
speaker with more calmness. 

M. Kmilk OLuvisa. It is not the catue W M. Jules Favre; ,it is a question tliat apper- 
tains to the world in general. • 

11. Jvua Favsb. I would wish, I repeat, to make use of a word that woold offsiui no 
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one. It if certain that the party which acrompanied Maximilian was the clericAi piitv, 
the party tbat had opposed Juares and the establishment of civil institutions, the party 
that hart rerfsteH the salt <ir the goods ct the clergy. This to the party that comttiiated 
the esc ort of MaximiliaQ. Li it, geatlenen, he has found his most muaefoos and his 
firmest adherents. 

I have no intention to entertain yoa With all the details of ^e qtmmAa flist bare taken 
place between him and that party. You know many of them, and I omit them I pro- 
ceed straight to tlie facts of most importance, which elttddate the condition of affAirs 

Before his departure for Mexico, m all the world lukows, Maximilian made a journey to 
Rome No one has any right to qualify the motives of this Jonmey ; yet, win ti a p^r^on 
bius t hirgc of souls, when he Ib a prince, a prince preaumptivo, a prince that dcfcircH to l>e 
elictcHl, everything becomes of importance in thc-ne various stepe tbat are taken. It is 
plain enough that the newspapers have interpn-ted this one of Maximilian, an>1 li iveseeil 
in it a certain prot)f of an accordanco between him and the views of the court of Rome. 

Now, gufitletnen, it is no secret to anyone thit the views of the court of iiom*) are 
diamutrioitly opposed to the lesolDtloDS tolcen by the Mexican government In reference 
to the clergy; and. consequently, you will not be astontslii-if th:it, in :»<"counting for the 
jonrriey of Maximilian to Rome, one of the best^informed journals iu this c<iuntry — I mean 
the CoostitntionncI — should have said : 

"Their Imperial Majf-ties have gone to pay a solemn visit to the TTi>ly Father, in order 
to implore the benediction of the august chief of the charch, and to place their future ef* 
forts under the ngls of hto paternal Lstoraession and of his powerful spliitosl nothOTity.*' 

Tlic conference between Maximilian and Pius IX appears to have been quite long. At 
its conclusion, the new sovereign had another one with Cardinal Antonelli : 

rhe next day. April tO, their Imperial lfa|esties asrisled at the pontiOcnl mass In the 
Sixtine chapel, at half pa^t seven oVlock in the innniinsf. After the gospel, Pius IX en- 
courage i them, in a long sermon, to acoompiish the designs of Providence, and reprcttented 
to them their mission to Mexico as part of the grand scheme of Christian propagandlsm." 

This visit mu.st necc'^^arily have excited attention. I dcsiro to make no oiniocnts on it. 
It gave to the emperor Maximilian a certain liind of connexion with a well-known policy. 
The world was of opinion that it did not eontritrate naturally to weaken his relations with 
those who had been hi-* first partipans. 

Yet, what h ippened t In Mexico, tlie emperor Maximili;in recognised the impossibility 
of governing by means of that party. He recognized, rightly or wrongly, I venture no 
jadgraent here, tbat that party was tlie most unpopular of all ; that it compromised every- 
thing which he desired to effect ; that it was impoAsiblo to abstain from proclaiming, what 
Is contrary to the doctrines of the court of Rome, liberty of religious worship, toleration, 
and, to a certain extent, freedom of thought, and especially from giving his adhe.sion to 
the mertsures t^kco by President Juarez, whom our troops had expelled, relative to the 
alicnutiun of the goods of the clergy ; so that it has happened — no novelty, it is true, in 
history— that the successor, called In to do n very diflEmnt thing* hsa been obliged to do 
what was <lone by his predecessor. 

But what you can very easily conceive is that such a resolution was very ill received at 
the court of U<jnu ; lunl it is well to point out to yon, from the latest documenta, what the 
nctu il '■oii4lition i>f affiirt* is on thi>^ jvint, and coriHeqnently to what emb irr\»smeiit8 .and 
to what dangers the new empire ami France — fur Fiance ib inseparably bound up with it— 
find themselves at present exposed. 

Here, gentlemen, is the manner in which the Holy Father expressed himself in tbis re- 
gard, in a letter addressed to Maximiliau, under date of October 18, 1864 : 

*" Heretofore, and on more than one oooatlon, we have made oomplidnto on this point, 
In public and Rolernn art>», protesting against the in!qnit.in>' lnw called that of n forro, 
which overturned the muet inviolable rights of the church and outraged the authority of 
Its pastors ; against the usurpation of ecclerfastioal property, and tlie ^nnder of the patrl- 
niniiy ni I |,c . hiirch ; a^^ainst the ur.jnst bUppreKsion of the religious orders; against the 
faUe maxims which directly at^ked the holiness of the Catholic religion ; finally, against 
many other outrages eommitteid not only against sacred persons, but also against the pas- 
toral ministry and the. disciplitic of tlie chtirch." 

And the Pope added : " liet no one obtain permission to teach and pnlrfish false maxima, 
subversive of morality ; let instruction, public as well as private, be directed and superin- 
tended by the ccclcsiii-sticil authority; and. finally, let Ihc chains be broken that have 
hitherto retained the church defMsndtnt on the ai bit rary control of the civil governroent." 

See. peutlemcn, how the negotiation terminated which took place between the govern- 
ment (if Rome and the emperor Maximilian. The latter did not rhooge t > accept the con- 
ditions sought to be imposed upon him ; he broke through them resolutely, it must be 
aduiowledged. I sl»lhnot set before you the letter which he wrote to his minister ; yon 
know what wrath it uonsed In the camp of those who Middenly beoame Us ndvenaristi I 
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ftm Dot at nil (Ustnrl'pd thereat ; I merely state the fact ; T refer only to ofTicial docnments. 
We first find a protest uot very long delayed. The letter is of the date of Decern t)er 27, 
1864 ; the proteRt of the nnnoto h of the lame day. I shall not set H hefbre yoa ; I shall 
only hiiy that if I (jnalified it iia Btron« I should Bcarcdy do it juijtioe. But what was its 
echo at the coart of Rome J We fiad it ia a despatch from Cardinal AntoDelli, which we 
BMy And exosedingly nsefol to oonsolt. Hera fa what the cardinal says : 

*' The letter which his mujesty, Maximili in I, emporor of Mexico, iuMreR^cd. under date 
of Dccerahar 27, ultimo, to Mr. Escudero, minister of grace and justice, and which waa 
published the same diiy in the official journal of the empire, has oaneed (he most poinfiil 
eurprine to all Oathollc hearts, aiid has been a sonroe of chaiplii and r^ret to the Holy 
Father. 

** Subsequent communications from the apostolic nuncio, and the note itself, which yoar 
excellency has been pif^aixkl to address, on the 8th of F^braary last, to the cantiual Hccrc- 
tary of strife uii<lt i><igoed, have ti'»t Ix'en in the Blightest degree calcuhited to diminish the 
serious apprtht- ti.^ions which thu uforesiiid act hiW pioduccl in referL-uco to the grave dan* 
gers to wliich the Catholic church is expo^^ed in the empire of Mexioj. The cardinal un- 
dersigned, in virtue of the orders of bis Holiness, sees liiniself. tlierefore, oljlij^ud to call 
the serious attention of your excellency to an event so dcpionibie, and he hopes that the 
legitimate complaints and jost remonstranoes of the heij apottolle see will be liavombly ra> 
ceived tty the new monarch." " 

Caniinal Antonelli concludes with these significant words: 

*• The Holy Father cannot admit that his majeety, raised la a OatboUc llimny always so 

wsll disposed townrrl)? the chnrch, can erer fail to recognize his own tnie intere-ts and tho , 
real purpose of the mission which God has confided to him. He hopes, on the contrary, 
that his majesty will abandon the ooorse marked oat In his letter to the minister Bscndero, 
and •will thus hp:\re flu- IhAy 8<;e the necessity of taking proper measures to set right in tho 
eyes of the world the responsibility of the august chief of the church — measures of which 
the last, certainly, would not be the recall of the pontifical representative In Mexico, In 
order tlmt he may not remain there a powerless ^Otator of tilO Spollatioa of tiM obuicb, 
and of the violation of its most sacred rights.'* 

What is this despatch, gentlemen, if it bo not a complete rupture, certainly aoeording 
to the views of the court of Iv int', Imt a rntitiire th it .shows that the archduke Maximilian 
can no longer rely for support on the party that called him to the throne t And as he 
cannot look for aapport U» the liberals, you see in what a preoaiiom ooadUfaiii ha Umb him- 
self ; and this aiplalns perfiactly why be hat abandoned iIm Idea of oonaultlog nniversal 
Bofiiage. 

At all events we must ac&nowledt^ that the situation has been completely changed since 
I86i. That the re-establishment of the Union in the North American States is not with- 
out danger to the French govt-rnment and the Mexican government, no one can fail to re- 
cognize. That the condition of tliiugti should bo developed in a manner least disastrotis — 
tliank.s to the wisdom of both governments — I should be gratified; I hope it may be so. 
But you will a»lmit with me that there i.s a certain degree of di^conragement in the minds 
of the partisans of Maximilian, and a certain degree of elation iu those of his odverHuiies ; 
no one can lUl to rec<^lae the fact On the other hand, it is uudetdabte that the Atner- 
ican government has not recognized the empire of Mexico ; and in n d»*Bpatch t*'< eritly pub- 
lished, and which bears the date of February 25, 1865, Mr. b^wurd, addressing himself to 
the representative of Juarez, acknowledges the receipt of bis despatches, and expresses hla 
desire for tlie welfare .md succCiiS of the Mexican repul)lic. 

Thus, all that we said, ail that we announced to you, from the month of February or 
March, 186X, when we entreated yoa not to engage in an.ezpedltion whieh would comprb- 
mlso our relations with our best nllies — relations which permit us to preserve, ou the sea at 
least, the peace of the world — all has been realized. That the government of the United 
States should not violate its treaties, I am anxious ; bat that a crowd of adventurers should 
not CRMS the frontier:!, i.-* something tlmt I ( atiimt. without ditli.'.iUy, iin i-^'ine. 

Mow, all these dangers, all these complications, all these compromises, explain how 
nothing can be effected in Mexico unlem }aj force and a military establishment, and yet 
our militttiy e^tabli^hraent is les;* solid and more precarious than it was hi^t year. 

On thi.s point also I refer only to official documents. We have complained, and we yet 
complain, (1 ask pardon of the minister of state,) that we have not had any kind of offi- 
cial statement whatever in reference to this most Important qiu ction (hat so justly en- 
grosses the attention of the coti ry . The Moni teur has never published any oihcial reports ; 
only its editois have taken ui> the pen in unofficial statementsl 

la one of our former meetings the honorable minister told us that there were n > other 
document*. I believe him ; but iu that case he is the least informed minister in tlie world, 
tor we know what the Bfoniteur can do ; we know what it did do on the occasion of a 
oelebratod speech leoently delivwed, and which will leava a deep tmoo in history. Tha 
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McmiteuT related otily that the orator had made the ciroolt of the monument which he in 
angnratcd, witliout isayinf? one word of that which was mcmt intere>(tijig to the reader. 

[DiveT8 int«;rruiaion8. Laughter and approbation around the speaker.] 
Several membere: The Moniteur did well. 

M. Ji L}3 Fayuk, New, relatively to M- xico, I ask mys^'lf how it is that the Chamber 
hsis received uu cnimiiunicfttion of any olhcial dfsiMvtch whatever, and how it is that all 
that we have be i> told has come to us from the pens of the too diilful editom of the 
Moniteur. It is pn»biii)lt' that the committee on the budfjet, which has the rare good for- 
tune of receiving the intimate cuntidence of the government, which coofideuce it ig utterly 
impowible for us to know, has been able to get a glimpse of the deepatehes. Ae to iw, who 
art' (!Ut>ii!e lMirb.iri(Ui>5. who arc rc lurc tl to the condition of the minibter of state — that is, 
to have to study the state of our allairs in the Moniteur, and to be debarred from the 
knowledge of state docameuta— we who we, notwitlutaiidlDg, ttho elect of the people, 
ttod who should debate on the afUn id the oonnlxy, at least we will be Allowed the i^fe 
of consulting the Moniteur. 

Well, I take up the last number that makes any mentton of the affairs of Mexk». I do 
not find in it the report of Mari^hnl Ut/.iitie, a report which, notwit^l^t!lll Jini;, is the property 
of the Chamber, and which is refused to it ; but I find in ite stead some Hurti>f a ^tatemeat 
made by the official editors. Here is what I read in the Moniiear of May 15 ; the reixirts 
bear til-- (Into of April 28 and May 1 : 

"In the btate of Tamaalipas, General Cortinas has fallen away from the imperial caoaei 
with 760 men under his command." 

Thus it is, gentlemen, that we form the Mexicun army in order that it may pase over to 
the enemy. This U a Penelope's task assuredly that we are accomplif^hing, but with this 
difference, that Penelope was not killed by the fabric she wove. [Laughter.] 

I resume. " In the State of Tamaulipas General Coitinas has fallen oway from the In- 
perial cause with 760 men under his command. General Mojia. who occupies Matarooras, 
has conivntrated at that point the troops sUUioued iu the surrounding districts. Foreigners, 
resident there, baVO Spontaneously armed tliemsolves in order to assist the garrison, which 
wns tn have bi'cn re-enforced on the Ist of May by the arrival of the third battalion of 
the foreign regiment, under the ordt-is of the commandant, De Urian. 

"The oifrnstve movemtint untlertiken by Neicrete, from west to east, has induced the 
roarslmi c'oinniandiiijr-in rhicf to form two columns destined to cover the attacked territory. 
The one was to occupy Parras, fifty leafjues west of Duningu, over against the desert of 
Maplmi ; the other, starting from San Luis, was to march upon Monterey, capital of New 
Leon, situated at an ('(;ual distance frc^U) ParrHS and Mataiiiotas 

** If, contrary to all expectation, General Mejia, who comuiands in this latter city, should 
he obli^ to yield to superior foroee, he was to fall hack upon Victoria, the capital dty of 
the State of Tamaulipfis, iu such a manner as to cover the country in his roar, aud to main- 
tain his communications with Tampioo, which was to become his base of operations. 

Finally, Marshal Baaalne announces his intentkm d pfooeedinir lo pefson to San Lnit, 
where he is conrentratirif; his reserves iu order to be in a positii)n to direct operations him- 
self. Without misttti&ing the importance of the events that have transpired in the nottb, 
the marshal oommandlng-ln-chief rvgards them only as among those incidents of war that " 
can no more deceive his vii^ilance than simke his ftitd in si;Le< s,s, " 

What success f That of battles i We have no doubt as to that ; we are very sure that 
the French will succeed, on condition, however, that they be not overtasked ; and if it he 
ti<e ^!e^ire that they shoul ! r lU-. . i i] w.- luii.-t resiiin ourselves to all the expenses, for with* 
out (urther expenses their situation in Mexico will become impossible to maintain. 
' Ton see now, all that has been said In regard to pacification Is a mistake ; we have been 
mistjiken ; we have been mistaken in g»X)d faith, I am willing to grant ; we were entirely 
too credulouH of success; we were told that all hearts tiew to welcome Maximilian, yet 
here we see that the enemy assumes the ofTensivo I do not wish to remind you of any 
particular fiicts that have transpired ; yet some weeks ago M ir^l ail Biizitiue besiegetl a city 
In jKinwn ; in it he found a gafrison of 8,000 men, and captured many hundreds of cannon. 
Now the enemy hiis assumed the offensive. Matamoras is threatene i ; General Mejia 
takes precautions for a retreat ; Marshal Bataine does not despair ; neither do we despair; 
but we have arrived ut a |M)int where we are to ask ourselves whether, in a war so exten- 
sive, we should not take a great step at once, njiike war as it t-huuld W made, or abaudon 
Mexico entirely— that Is, accoriiing as the interests of France are or are not engfiged in 
tiiis ail.iir If they are engaged in it, be assured that by all, without any distinction of 
piirly, they will l>e siustalned. But if. on the contrary, it is for forei.;n interests that we 
act, if it is for a foreign crown, if it is for the accomplishment of an impossible enterprise, 
if it irt a phantom th;it we ptir}>ue, if the work to wliicli the blood and the treasure of • 
Fiuuc«; are devoted is a work foreign to France, wt: will not coutinuo it any further, and 
we will demand to have it abandoned. 




DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 625 

Such Is the conclminn at which we arrive from a oooaldenition of tbo Bllllmry oocnrrenoet. 

And as a final ami controlling idea, pt-rrnit mc to examine with yon in a few words one 
of the mo«t chanicteriatic featnros ia a queetiua of this nature, and one of the most la- 
fltruetive. I refer to the flnaii<^l aspect of the aflMr. The oondltkm of the ADanoes will 
teach ns. and teach ns lu^ynri'l n pr«sihd5ty of dou'-t, th<\ value of this Mexiciin business ; 
fur herein we are nut dealing with contingencies In the disctusioa of this point I do not 
winh to leave anything to wieertMintjr ; I am going to etate theta pndmAf m they are, In 
ortler th;it tht^ diitcussion may be useful, and we may h1! of m ba ablat as we detire tha 
welfare of our country, to arrive at conclusions favorable to it. 

In order to estimate the worth of a private iodlTidual we have only to InTestlgate what 
his crt'dit is. If you d«^sire to kMin tlie worth of such and such a merchfint, apply to 
those who have busineas tnuMSotlona with him. If he pays badly, if he seeks to raise 
funds at the pawnbroker's, If h« requests the ttlgnatiire of his wife or his fkmity, yon may 
basvre that this merchant 18 on tlu- point of iiani^niptcy. 

Now, Mexico has engaged in financial afiairs and adventures without precedent, and I 
blush to see France ssristing in them ; to see that It is with the stamp of France, with the 
aid imd under cover of heraiiministriition and of her pulilic treasure, that those unexampled 
financial operations have been executed which I have to lay l>efore the court. [Merriment ] 

Ton are a court of justice, gentlemeu, in this aflair ; I am authorised, therefore, to uee 
this word without o8i»noe to you. 

A member : We roroiifniB'' the lawyer in tiiat. 

M. JoLRS Kavbc Yes, gentieruon, I am a lawyer, and I feel proud of it. for I have always 
ezeroised my profession oonaeientloosly. [Cries of good ! good ! around the speaker ] 

There are among us men of more or le^.s lively imagination. 1 do not take offence at in- 
terruptions ; 1 have a good right to lie indulgent in regard to them But when 1 am told 
that I have been a lawyer, I cast ray eyes on the government beochM and find there three 

illoKtrions confr^ren 

His KXCELI.KNCV THE MINISTER OF Statb. We are proud of it. 

M. JuLM Favrs of whom some have been sithermy friends or my comrades, and*! 

can only feel honored at the interruption [T^an^hter. Cries of g«x>d ! good !] 

I said that we should know what the credit of Mexico is. On this point I asked my hon* 
orable collee(^, IL Corta, iMrmisrion not to accompany him on the personation, so In* 
terestinc: otin rw?!^, and listenefl to with so much j^li apjirc Viy t!ie Cliatnbcr. whi' h he un- 
dertook through Mexico. I am convinced that all his rei^arcbes iiave been conscientious ; 
tliat he hss given them to os such ss he himself conceives them to be ; his intention has 
been Ut enlip:iit(Mi the Chamber. Only in place of thin marvellous romanc'', u1iii !i sf<>in8 a 
page detached from some political Arabian Nights, written by some complacent historian 
anxioQs for a loan, [laughter.] I ask your permisston to substltnto the naked troth, namely, 
the loan iN.'if ; and we will proc4>ed to see, fkom the cooditioiia nndw which it is negothted, 
what the worth is of the borrower. 

Every one knows that If ezioo borrowed last year a smn of two hundred millions of Aranes. 
No one ki.ow.s it liottcr than (he minister of state, unles^s it brt the minii*ter of finance, whO' 
has in hit) portfolio fifty-four millions of this Mexican paper, which he would l>e very 
willing to convert Into money; and at our last meeting yon heard an honorable member of 
the government say, '* But If we wished to realize, what would we lose ? Ten milliwu 1 
Ten millions at this time is a matter of no consequence to the government 1 Thus we can 
get out of the difficulty !'* 

Several members : Who Sidd thatf 

M. Jn.K^ Favrk I, for my part, say that, ff you look at the state of the market, it would 
• not bo tcu uiilliuns, it would bo more than twenty niti lions that you would lose, or rather* 
the paper conid not be disposed of at any price. 
Ili8 i':\csLL«KCT M. RoriiKR. minister ot Ktate. Wilt you please- State (he name of tho 

speaker, the government member, who UHe<l that language f 

A member : Is it not M. I>e Viutry ? [Tumult and confusloii.] 

M. Lp. M arquis ne Pir6, in the midst of the conAisioa, nttoit some words which it is im^ 
possible to understand. 

T^iCsAraMAw, If. 80nnm»B. Please do not Intormpt, Iff. do FIrd, or I shall be obliged 
to call you to order. It is not the first time that yon have Inteirapted with vehemeuce ; I 
pray you not to renew the attompt. [Good ! good 1] 

H . Juus Favm. At all events, the Intermption of the minister of ateto would imply 

that the pa^H^r cannot be (Hi^pogcd of at any prio-, which is predicly mj Optnioo.^ [iMglitW 
and manifestations of approbation arotmd the speaker.] 

This being understood, after the two hnndred millions had bee» borrowed by Mexico, 
Mexico very soon found it-; If c iip! -t. ly short, and has been undi r the necessity of recur- 
ring again to credit; under what couifitionsf It must be stated, gentlemen, here once 
more, and I tay it wtth SKtreme regret, it is with the ■Miitinnsof the IVench govetnmeni 
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ibftt the loan htm been oonf racted and tent out—** flobBcrlplioii to 600,0M bonds of 5M 

liranCH t ach. n»ithoriz< d by his exot lli lu v the niinij^ttir nf finance." 

What u the loan ibat is effected under the form of bouds ? for it it not a consolidated 
loan that haa been made h^ the M«x!can government. It conBtsta of bonds that are to be 
retii'ioied in fifty yt-ars and by annnal iustsjlmf iits. 

Wbat is tbe aniouut of the loan f It is 600,000 bonds of 500 francs each ; tlx* calcula- 
tion Is very simple ; that Is 260 mtHlnns. The snm of 2M millions fs therefbre to beve- 
tiirned to tbe lt?nder in tbe cotirs;! ( f f.fty yeara. Biit the bonds are i^MU'il »>nlT at the nite 
of 340 (lancs, and consequently Mexico, which bunder the neoeaaitjof paying 250 millions, 
will only receive 170 miilions. 

M. Bkuhtkb. The bonds are for 310 francs, Rud not for 340 

M. JtLK9 Kavre. I was jnct jfoinR to stat« that. On tbe 170 millions there is .i comnils- 
sioa. The notes, which are iwned for 340 francs, are iv>ld for only 310 francs. And truly 
1 wonder at the raininter of sUite who thought to overwhelm us when he (old us in n speech 
recently delivered, " Youspeakof the roiitinfrency of a Umui 1 The loan is already effected ; 
tbe capitalists have been already fotnid to take iu" 

Permit me, Mr. Minister! Capit;Uistst Tou mean those who get the 17 millions pre- 
mium. We linow tw well that thry Imve no money, and that they apjx'al to the public 
for it. They offered the bomis to the public, and we are to see with whatalluremenU^ tbey 
seek to entice tbe people to take them, what immoral oonditioDS have presided over this 
loan, and how aftiictin;: they are, if n^t to <>t'.r fioanoes, at least to the morality which 
ought to direct the resolutions a goveintueut. 

The Mexioan government Is under the necessity of payi&ir 250 millions ; it will receive 
only 170 millions. It jMiys 17 millions premium to its airents, which rclurrs the p-al Mim 
to 153 millions. 153 uillions ! 1 do not believe, gentlemen, that such a sum will ever 
go into the coffen* of the Mezloan f^ovemment. 

In tinier to obtain it, under conditions so nnf ivorable, arnl of such a nature that if.m in- 
dividuul allowed himself to enter into them he would immetlialely be Uxken in charge hy 
the oouTts, do ybo know what the Mexican government does f Do yon know what ttie 
French government d()es, which authoiiz- H it, jtitronizc:* it. t ikes it by the band in or»1ir 
to Introduce it to the tiiiancial martlet, as it has taken Maximilian by the hantl 'iu order to 
conduct him to the throne of Mexico f 

Here ate the conditions p»op"sed to lenders. ThulK>nd8are to the amount of .310 frar.cs, 
and tbey are to be redeemed in 50 years at tbe nomiual rate of aOO francs, principal : that 
is to say, S millions a year, with an annual interest of 30 francs, which, on a principal of 
340 fniiicH make 9 J per cent .nearly. 

But this is not all. In oider to obtain money that mi^rht otherwise never he forlhcom- 
iiig. so great is the confidence, so fully convinced are people of the 8oli«lity of the enter- 
prise, it is not enough that 34U tiai ck. or rather SIO francs, should produce an iuteiestof 
3U francs ; that is. at tbe rate t)f per cent, — an appeal is made to what hHs been pro- 
scribed by our lej^ihlation ; a revolt has In-en raised against it, and a deplorable and wcan- 
dalous example given of laws tmmpled under funt, avariciou.s passions ii. flamed, roi^t de- 
tr-t t'le j)as?.ions that npit.ite the h)We«;t classes of s x iety. in order to htiiii; into the i-ofTer? 
oi ilie Me iic^iu i:;<ivt* riim -nt the money that never woubi have found its way thither nat- 
urally. Here is what tbuy have pressed into the service of tbe loan — a lottery. And then 
under what conditions? 

Tbe bonds shall entitle to chances in a lottery of 3 millions a ye^r, of 1,500,000 francs 
oreiy six mouths, divided In the following manner : There will be two semioanuoal draw* 
loga. The first ticket dmwn entitle?* the holder to 500.000 francs. 

Tlius the most obscure passer-by. the lowest citizeu. the humblest and i>oorest, is cuIIhI 
to give bb 840 francs, and these 340 fiancs may ptsidnoe him 500,000 francs I Who will 
resist this oontaj^ioii, this seduction, tbi.- inminial pcrrlition, this monstrosity, which is not 
only condemned by law, but by all houeu heaits, and which is suthcient to demoralise the 
country f Who can resist it ? [Sensation ; " bravos" around the speaker ] 

But there is not only a chance of ,')00,000 fra'ncs; there are other cba'irts. '1 he two 
following numbers arc each 100,000 fraocs ; the four following, 50,000 ; aud then several 
other premiums. 

I have referred to the momlity of the affair; I have a litrht to speak of it thus in 
reference to the law, for there is one— there is none for tbe ministera : tbey set it aside 
whenever it impedes their schemes : tbey i{>i>ly it to their felloiW'dlliens ; they put them 
in piisoo, iCit is necessary. [.Manifestations of <!isapprobatioa ] As tO themselves, tbOJT 
are alK>ve everything [i'umultuous interruption ] 

Here Is the law of which I speak. The date of its enactment is May 21, 1836. By this 
law lotteries arc prohibited, for it says expressly : - L >> leries of all kinds are prohibited." 

And in the commentary which is piven of this hnv, l>y a man whom we all venerate as 





DIPLOMATIC CORUESPONDENCB. 



627 



gkr, who Las Wau a lawycMT, who hm been our leader, and whose name h laicrib^d at the 

head of the I'lir — I atn only too h;(ppy to r<'n<1er him this homage without gradgtog it, 
•ithouf^h be iti a couutk llor of staio [^Laughter and tumult ] 

Well, here is what he says in his commentary ; ** When the epoch fixed at January 1, 
1S36, iirrivoil, the royal lottery oivusfcl to fxist : hut nil the prohibitions i^ucd agaiost 
private aoil fureiga iotteritm iuive beeo maiotaiaed. It in evident that, in suppressing the 
lottery organised by the government, and which offered gnaranteea that no private enter< 
priee could pr-'-ent. th>' I< ^irtlatnre did not iiiti 'id to permit the hitter, Otherwi ■, it 
would l« very aUurd fur the government to luwirilico an iuiportaut branch of pobUc reveuue 
for the tnterMt of pnMic moratity, and at the same time to leave a namlier of private en- 
terpiis-'s to s|)t.'culate" 

To speculate on what If It is not I that apeak, it is the government — " on the credulity 
•nd cupidity of the lowt^ clRSses." 

H'-tL- is your lever: h«'re is the instrument to which yon have hud recourse in order to 
obtjtin money, and 30U cuuld not get any otherwise. Here is what was necessary for yoar 
enterprise, for the enterprise of the Mexican government is your enterprise. Here is what 
you have developed among the people. This Is the detestable feverishness which tlie law 
condemns! [OoafuBi<m.] 

And do you know what the Mexiinin government will have to refund f I do not speak 
here CD suppobitiotis ; I have the figures In^fore me 

fJefidcs the ohIitratioiH inipored on it hy the loin, it will have to jmy 3,000,000 a ye:ir. 
Whence it followK thiit. liy addin? 150,000.000 for premiums to the 250.000.000 at which 
the Mexicin {government in to pay oflf it<4 bonds redeemable at par, we hav<- tliMs a sum of 
400,000 .000 t<;t down to the side ot its indebtedness, in the face of a problematical credit 
of 15.^,000,000. 

'J'he pchcme is wiKe — it is p« rf. -t ; and the capitalists to wh'im appeal is made are treated 
by the iKjri'owpr with bo much distrust— ro much fear is ont- rtainod of not ohUduin^ their 
money, that alter bavitig; granted tliem the^e conditional premiums they tell them : *- When 
you shall have received back your 340 francs, or, rather, when you shall have received 
500 frincs, that i*, when yon ^h dl luiv.- oht tiurd 250 OOO.itOO for the 170,000,000 that 
yuu advance, you shall also have refunded to you your entire capital ! " 

^And tliey coainienoe by rau^ng in advance on the capital of the Mexican government a . 
glim of n.nnn.OOO of friii)'_v?, which Is deposited In the freisury of France, the interest of 
which will be added to the principal, thus producing in hfiy years a sum uf 170,000,000. 
(Ttamttituous demonstrations of various kinds areonfr the members.] 

So th.it in reality tin- Mexican aovernrnmt will only ol.tain a sum of 133,000,000. 
iSucb in reality is the sum Ui«»t it will liave in its imuds, and yet it will be obliged to pay 
out 400,000,000. Whem do yon think it will obtdu that amount P 

Any man on tlo- tiritik of ruin willinirly exchanges some paper, to which he attaches 
bis signature, for certain pieces of gold. [Confusion.] That is an operation as base as it 
is immoral. Now that is the very thing that is done ; that is what you make the Mexican 
government do by causing it to borrow 13:{,000,000 n^^inst 400.000.000, which it will 
have to refund. It is itupussible that such an operation should succeed, [i^og-continucd 
and noisy demonstrations of dissent.] 

And yet you will be the peri^ons who will have p:\troniiHjd it in the htock market. It 
will r<* in vain ft»r yon to siy that you bavts not associated yourselves to it by giving it 
your guarantee i French ctpitaliHts will confnmt you by reminding you of the words 
Uttered by you : they will tell you that on th<' very eve oi the loan you pronounced here 
the eulotrv of M-xWo; that you have boasted of it« resources: and thin it will bo your 
rtxpousibility. uuJ not that of the epheiiKjral name of Ma.viuiiliiiu, that they will call up! 
[Disapprobation Applaui^e around the npe.iker ] 

I have repeated th'- ttiiui: too offert t > In- ohIi_" l to reini-iil yon of it once more. If 
the Chamber thinks that the intere.-<t of France is linkeil to the estal)lt.<'hme!it uf a great 
empire In Mexico, let it say so ; but let It not delude itself with any of these declarations, 
which are mere mockeries - that r»ar soldieis are returning to ITrance, that they are on the 
point of sotting out un their return. 

If it is desirable that such an establishment sbonld be proqwroos and efficacious. In 
plac' of rocillin? "i;r -oldiers, let our lleets encircle- Vcr:\ Vrnz with new lines in Order to 
carry re-eulurcemcuts thither ; but let France be fully aware of what she dues. 

Atr^'ady. gentlemen, there has been mnch money spent. If I wished to count it np, I 
shoulil . ertainly ex'red the sum nf 400,000,000 — 400,000,000 that would now be so ns. fill 
to Frantv, when wr aje jisked fur an appropriation for our public works that would improve 
the national p itrim >nv. when the emp1o)4S8 of our instittttlons are not paid. [Enough of 
tlii- : KiiouKh of this :] 

Fur my part, gentlemen, to est iblish at the distance of 2,000 leagues from my country 
an Austrian Bo^e, minus tAe glory, minus the grandeur of the idea, minus the prestige 
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«f btitorioal reoftllectioBi, I oonaider an act of felly !a which I wish to have nr» part. And 

it is in the Dame of violated law aud justice, in the name of the interestn of Fninoo com- 
promixed thereby— of her patrimonj 6peul ia it, in the name of the generous bkNxi of 
her cfaildran that haa been ahed to water that conntrjr, where we have oonatantly beArd 

mention made of hopes where we have found only deceptionB. that I loudly an(i fxplicitly 
condemn such folly. [Divers manifestations in the Chamber. Applaiue from some 
beiK^ea.] 

(Qm^uuHm ^ dkt»i»9ion m lirench Uffitlaiive hwln —Spetek M, CJmz eCIU-Angit 

to M. JuUi Favre.) 

M. Lb IUbok De Dkadvkrocb. One word only, gentlemen. M. Jules Favre haa Raid 
that he did not wich to otTcnd any one here. I aui willing to admit it. But it is impos- 
eilde tliai M Julea Favre nbould imas^ine that beoffoids no one when he compares our 

foldiemitt IHll to tlu' .Nh'xicau Itriu'ruHls, when he comptrcs our jfcneraia to incendiaries 

(The interrupiions and cuntusoii vuciictatious preveutcd the rest of the speaker's worda 
from reaching u».) 

']'hb Chairman. M. Sounbidbr. M De lieau verger, yott Me verj wrong io ■asaaiing to 
gpeali, without bein^ authorized by the chairman. 

Moreover, I have not awaited your obssrmttoo to addrea one to M. Jnles Favre, and it 
waa one of those ohaervatiooa that have no need of being made a second time. [Good I 
goodl] 

M. Chatz inSst-Ange ia eotlUed to the floor. 

M. Lk Comtk d'Ornano. But, Mr. Chairman, % depiitj haa always the right of malting 
au observation. £Uivers manifotitatioos.] 

M. Cbaiz d'Ksi^Aimm, Tice-pvesident of the conndl of state. OenttemeD 

Several voices : Let us adljoam till to>morrow. 
Other voices: No, no! speak 1 

M. Chaix i>'EBr>AiiOB, vice-president of the conncll of state. I am at the pleasure of the 

Chamber. [Cries of go on ! speak !] 

(ieutlemeu, on commencing his speech the honorable gentleman who has jast addressed 
yon remarlced as to the little power left to this great asMmbly. I confess that I do not 

coniprelieixl either the fieubc or the oecasion of such an obiserviifion. 1 know ni> other 
limit to this power Uian that which has been assigned to it by the constitution itself. I 
know no otiier limit to your liberty than that which propriety and your patriotism at the 
samfe tiipe assign to it Is the right of (lueHtioning denied to you ? I.s tlie independence of 
your votes clogged by anytlung whatsoever I Aiul how can the honorable gentleman, who 
has used the liberty of speech in all it<< extent, sp&tk of the little power left to this great 
assembly? How am lie call you outside barharlanst 1 do not andentand it. 

However it be, he has been willing to rf^sutne this Mcxiain question, and to indulge ia 
very dlffuw; observations u|)on it, to which I ask your permission to reply. 

And in the tirst place, let U8 bpeak, ^incc we must cootioaally do of the origin of thid 
quarrel and of the motivea that induced Fiance to take op arms. [Cries of no t no I to- 
morrow ] 

A member : It is six o'olodc 

M. THE ViCB-PaEsiDENT OF THB CorvriT, OF Ptatk If thr Chamlwr is annoyed and restless 
at the lateness of the hour, and fearful ul a long Hi>eecb, it is mistaken. 1 will be as brief 
as possible. [Qo on t speak !] 

The ca.«e U not one, as the honorable gentleman Ktatcl.nf a quarrel cntprt '? itifi> for a 
sum less than five millions, and which baa led us into enormous expenditures, in a devel- 
opment of foree entirely unexpected. The qoarrel is one that rests on a very different basis 
and has a very difTernit origin. Every one kii.uvrt it, and the government haa repeated it 
often enough to leave no one in ignorance of the facta. Our countrymen bad been the vic- 
tims of yexations. robberies, spoliations, sasasdnations. Reparation was demanded ; It was 
impossible to ohtaiii it Must we have kept silence? No. We insisted on our demands, 
and then, on the refusiU of any kind of satisfaction whatever, we were compelled to lay 
down an nltimatom. Finally, we came to what the honorable M. Thiers called, I think, 
the [:rci\t artjumenf nf politics— war. . This is how and why the war commenced ; Itecause 
the honor of the nation was interested in it ; because the safety of our countrymen was in- 
▼olved in it ; beeaase there was at the time a reparation to be demanded for them on ao- 
connt of the materhd dama^ they had snatained, and a reparation of honor which Franoe 
was entitled to exaot. 

Has France had— I proceed rapidly, I do not wish at this hour to abuse the patience of 
the Chamber — hsis Fr.un e had any intention, as has been asserted, of imposing a govern- 
ment upon Mexico if On this point there is a reply which been no oontradiction— the letter 
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Iteelf m4 to the Cbomber hy fhe tuNM»mb1o K. JqTm Favre, the letter written hy the Em« 

peror to General Laurenctz : 

'* It is agaiDst my interests, against my origia, and agoiast my priodples, to impose any 
government whatever on the Mexfcan people ; let it chooae with full liberty the form that 
ffttiti, it." 

Tbi« is the letter that was written ; it bears no contradiction, and it is evident tliat in 
declaring war ft was not sonf ht to Impose any government on Mexico, bat to obtain the 

?ep«ration to whl<'h wt- wt-rc entitled. 

The same langunt^e. a-< the lionorable M. Jules ("avre can remember, wom held in the tri* 
bone by Bf . Billault. cj^eaking in the nnm'* of the government. He said— and I sboald he 
very f ir from contradicting hie words -th;it entire freedom of votinp: should- Ih* allowed, 
that the Mexicans should 1)C consulted as to the government that would suit them, and 
that their will should be rigoronnly respected and reliRiously executed. Wan it the- purpose 
todecdvethe Chamber when such languase was employed? Was it the intention re;illy 
to impo<;^ a sfovemment on M»*xico? On the contrary, has not every fac ility lief^n ntl iniinl 
for the exercise of universal suffrage ? Universal suffrage has been consulted, and hiiS 
•polcen with a unanimity almost complete 

Here, gentlemen, was the difficulty that was met with. The war must have br'>n ter- 
minated liy a treaty; a treaty must be made with Kome one. A.nd Admiral Jurien, in a 
despatch which I find nmong the diplomatic documentt, had excellent renaon tondae the 
difficnlty in the very outset of the pro. ef'dings, and to say : It is not treatieji more or less 
advantageous that wo need ; wo have already several with Juarez, hut they have never 
been executed. We mvet be certain thet the goremraent which eignf them should have 
prtW'-r :\rn\ will (o inaint.iin the exf>rution of them It Is under thv^^e clrrumstnnres that 
the Mexiciiu people were consulted, and were told : Choose through the medium of universal 
Buffrage whatever gownment snlts yon : he It a repnblle or a nionarohy, yonr will shall 
re-ipeotrd and onrrird into effect. If it bc a republic, you shall hnw a t< piili'ir : if it be 
the government of Juarez that you select, well ; we will accept Juarex and treat ouce mure 
with hhn. If It be a monarchy, it will bs accepted and proclaimed by us. 

Monarrhv ! As for me. said the honorable M. Thler?? last year, my reis n !■ rinifoundo I 
when I reflect that the idea has been entertained of establishing a monarchy in Uexiou ! 
Why. then, has the honorable gentleman been so much astounded f Mooarehlcal govero- 
in-nt existed for 300 y ir-s qui»!tly in Mexico. There are yet some men living?, who, bnrn 
at the commencement of this century, can remember that they lived under the vioe royally, 
and that thny lived penooably, with few taxes, and In perfect security ; that the eondueiaa, 
»o c.allf'd, thilt is, the trains tliat conveyed tlie products of the mines from Potosl to V'era 
Crux to be shipped at the latter place, cotdd proceed freely, without any obstacle, without 
any danger of attack ; that the Spanish tlag was raised over the wagons, and that flag was 
respected by every one. 

Some of these men there were who lived in their infancy and in their youth und^•r the 
monarchical form of government, and who, compariue it with the republican form, said : 
We cannot tikn a single Step without beinf(attacke<l in our interests, in our liberties of every 
kind. We live under an anarchical goveroment which. In the common opinion of nations, 
is a disgrace to Mexico 

In siu h a Rtat<> of things them w.^ reason to think that they miirht W entitled to ha%'e 
tlie litit-rty «>f chonsint: between a republican form of government, which they had the right 
to adopt, and a monarchical form, to which they had assuredly the right of returning. 

Tliat It should, forsooth, be a source of regret in the estimation of certain persons that 
they should have abandoned this repttbllcan form, under which Mexico lived so miHcrably 
for twenty years, in order to return if* the monarchical form, under which it had lived so 
happily for three hundred yeare, I nnderatand very well ; the partisans of monarchy, how* 
ever, are entitled to liivc their opinions as w<dl ^ tho^f? of ropnblir mism N iw peo- 
ple have been consulted, they have been a^ked their opinion Whit action has beea taken, 
and how f The same meaentes have been adopted that are always adopted In soch cases. 
Flr-t. an executive junta w»w named. This junta Wiis cliar^'cd with the selection of an a.s- 
eembly, in the bands of which the legislative power should be deposited. This junta 
adopted a monarchical form of government and proclaimed the archduke. Addresees were 
siicned in great nurabtM-, and from all quarters adhesions poure»l in. Tl»en it wi* that the 
result of these adhesions being thusoollected together were carried to Miraroar. What answer 
did the Archduke Maximilian return f I cannot, said he. T cannot go to Mexico, except in 
virtue of univers»il suffrage which will call me thither. Irrquirefliat universal suffrage should 
be consulted, and consulted in the best possible way ; that lists should be opened ; that 
the result of the votes should offer all desirable guarantees ; ani when all these precautions 
ahall have been taken, if universal suffrage calls ine. I wilt go t) Mexi'^. 

Th*'reupon universal RtifTrHcr.^ w h ronsulted What was th" re^'Ult ? Here it is. Out 
of a population of 7,5U^,UUU oi ti,UUO,UOO of inhabitants which Mexico contains, il we 
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allow the very highest estimate, and iDc'.ude therein the remotn>t tribes, those which hare 
hitherto escaped M depe&denoe, and whidi have neTer been under the oontrol of tiie cen- 
trnl governmt-nt, there hare been 6,500,000 consulted, and they bare catt tbeir Totes • 
aliuuot unaoiiuously. 

These 6,500,000 adhedoos were carried to the Archduke Maximilian, who tberenpon be* 

MevLtl hinit^elf the choicv of nnivcnitil sutTr fn-ely expre?!.-*i.'il. 

Bat he wa« wroDg, say they, to believe bimsulf ho Why t Because there was a popa* 
latioD of 1,600,000 persons outside of this vote ; 1,600,000 incorrigible recatcitnintB, who 
wichfil to linve nothiiijr to do with this government ! 

But the honorable M. Jules Favre is mistakeu. These 1,500,000 iudividuaU are the ID- 
habitants of Sonora, satage Indians who hare neTer reeofmised any goremment, and whoM» 
opinion it was im-.M sbiblc to consult. Now, from the f ui that tht^.^c I .^uo.OdO iu.liviilual? 
have not cimtributed their vote to the tinivert«al suffrage, to draw the coucJuMon that there 
are yet 1 ,500,000 indiiriduals who piotef^t uKninet the monarchy, who desire to have nothing 
to do with it, Aud wihh the expulKion of thf> emperor M:i\imili.in, is something that neither 
the Chamber nor any reasonable person will be willing to admit. 

Therefore, when the honorable M. Jnles Flarre says that the Mexican |>i>* pie bare been 
promised liberty and uuivenuil suffrage, and have not received tlr in ; Ihtit, comtequently, 
the people should bu cuusulterl anew, I reply to him that univen^nl ^utfragt^ ie, a great opera* 
tion which cannot be repeated every year. When, after having c-onHulted a people on the 
form of its government; when, after having asked It once, " What i8 your will * What 
form of govf rnment, a republic or a moijarchy, m\i» you hef-i ? * it ban with full fret iloia 
replied, " I wish a inouaicby ;" then, when after haviug consulted it in order to know who 
it should be that hhonld govern them— who it was that had their confidence— for one reason 
or other it has rt peatcilly repHet], •' Here is the person for wh(>ra I a-li ! " then tlie trial 
by uuiversal Buffrago hiis lut u in:4«le, aud you CHUuot, two or three years afterward?, come 
an I itt^k nstO have it rent wed. [t'rieaof gOOd ! good !] 

'J In- enipi ror Miixiniiliun has been fonsft rated by the will of the Mexioin iXH>pie. He 
is tlic c'ht'it-e of u<jivetNiil culfrage. It is au uccumpU^hed affair, and not one to be recoiu* 
mcnced in this way from year to year. [Approbative laughter on M veral benches } 

M. Jubfi F'avie has »>>ught every p(>->ibl<- means of Httacking t}ii> rijiing government ; 
he has takvn it in it«crudlc, io tbe midni of di^ulticaof every kimi aiid uf every character 
that generally obstruct every new government, and especially a government snooeeding an 
ar.arch)' which liad lasted for fcrty or fifty years; .m l then, magidfying these diftjculties, 
he has sought Uj render its existence impotisible aud to prove to all that it was impossible. 
Has he suooeeded ? 

Hf sii.i. in the first iilacp, that it had nn creiiit. If we prrsnnud to take the fiinih'ar 
oompuribuus that have been introiluced into this debate by tbe honorable hi. Jules Favre, 
that is to say, if we presumed to compare the credit of a merchant to the credit of a great 
state, we would a'ik you whether, whilst it would be repeated every morning that he was 
going to foil, whiUt it would hv uontiouatly stated iu tlie greatest assembly in the world 
thit he was unequal to his engaeements. that be was on the point of biuikruptcy, that be 
resotted to the pawnbroker's, it would ixit be ntce>Niry for this merchant tO have the 
most firm credit in order to withstand such attacks i [Laughter.] 

Now, such are the attacks to which tbe Mexican government has been subjected, a gov- 
emmotit which ueede<l encouragement ami symjiathy ; aud they s<iy that he bus nu credit ! 

Ku credit ! Iu the first place, it is prompt and honorable with us. It carries out the 
treaty of Hiramar with perfect exactncfis. It gives ns securities ; and how does it give 
tbem to us ? It gives them to ns at the market value, and we rec* ive them at the same. 
I take up the last statement of the financial condition, and I find that the Mexican gorern- 
meut was our debtor for all operations to tbe amount of 3!),458,000 francs. It has paid 
naSS,^ francs It owes us at pre.-ent no moie than 600,000 or 600,000 fiancs, » 
very small urfair in a transaction of mch a nature. 

Meanwhile what is it doing iu this new country — a country so long the sport of anarchy, 
where governments succeeded each other in some aort every hiy ; where it was impossible 
to establish any system of taxation ; where recourse was b»ui only to the customs ab ne ? 

It makes loans, and it makes tbem under onerous conditions. Yes, that is true ; but M. 
Juarez of whom you hi>eak, M. Juarez who holds the country, who has armies, who has 
taken the field — 1 would like to know whether he oonld effect a loan at any latest all, 
and wlietber he could obtain credit. 

However it be, the Mexican government raises loans on conditkma thai make the honor- 
able M. Jules K ivre blush with hhame, in the first place, because they are bad, OOeroUS, 
ruinous ; aud secondly, because they are immoral and shameful. 

Let us examine these di flerent objections. Tbey are rainons ! Pardon me. Tbe nations 
that have tlie best cretlit have borrowed at rates that I do not cue to specify, but with 
which the Chamber is well uu^uainted. It is an ordinary thing fgr a very regular couutry 
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to borrow at 12 per cent. I might cite, for example, a loan that has, it must be said, the 
syropathie^ of tlie etitim world, beca'i«wj It was contracted under sjwl circumstancoa. I refer 
. to the federal l<»aa. That great country, the United States, while it waa divided, while it 
waK delivered up to elvil war, while it seamed that it must necexsarilf OOOqucr or perish — 
that ureat country appealed t ) credit, which It ha ! ii >t previously known, and of which it 
feomed it would never have need, and it horrowe 1 at rates more onerous, at rates much 
higher thiin thi) Mexican loan, rati-s which have been in high as 16^'^ {>er cent, if my in- 
vent it;a lions are correct. Now, who oouKl bliitne tliat ^reat country, ko tttrait^'ued and hard 
preKstd in itn rtwiurcc-b, tor havioK burrowed at onerous rates, in Older to BUstaiu a war for 
the purpose and in the name of the preservation of its Unioof 

Ktit. hiiy thi v, if States can slIl>^crille for loans on rorifiitiuns more orlcss onerous — more 
or lens ruinous— according to tiieir tmbarrasiinientrt, Jicctirding to the struggled which they 
have to maiotain, these conditions are honorable or dishonorable aooordlng to the good or 
bail use thnt is made of thu bjrrowed money. Now, the Mexican 1m:\!i -h, accordinp to M. 
Julei) Favre, a loan subscribe 1 to under couditious that cause the blu^h of shame to mantle 
the cbeelE of my able aad eloquent adremry. 
M. OLMS-Hizot.v. Yc-J. 

Tub GovKaMMSKT Cojuiissioxsa. What are the^to dii^honorable conditions? They arc 
pramianM. chances, lottery — all those Immoral things proUbited by the law of 1836. 

Oentbnuen, I do not approve of these conditions, if I may speak my pert^onal fientiraents 
on the subject ; but it must be acknowledged at the same time that they have passed into 
Gostoms, I protestations of disaent on oertain benches, ] into l^be customs of borrowers. 

M. JiLt-H fAVHE. You mean to nay of emperors ^ [Liughter ] 

Thk ViOB PbsuosiiT or tub Cockcu. or Htats. It is no estimate that I make ; it is a fact 
that I relate ; if it be not true, let it be contradicted. For dfty years Anstrta has been ef> 

feotinsj loans by the offer of premiums. Prussi i has efft^tol loan« by means of proiniums 
The provisional guvernmcnt, without deeming it an otf^ nce against morality — I am sure it 
did not wish to commit any such oifence — [laughter] —the provisional government anthor* 
mid the city of Fads to borrow bf meaiu of pntmluma, and it bonows yet by means of 
premiums. 

I would he glad, in this regard, if no authorlKation of this kind were ever given ; but it 
most be acicnowledged that when we mnriult prec«dentx, we fmd that such autboriKations 

have been given, aii<i that hiich premiums, I nhall not say. have passed lnt<J public cus- 
toms, but at It^iijt that ibey liave accompauiud many loans contracted under better circum- 
6t«nci«, and by governments with greater Credit. 
M. Oi.A.i9-B«oiN. Without lotteries ? 

Tbe Yius-Pbisiuknt of tuk Cou.ncu. of Statjs. I beg your pardon ; with lotterie.^, by 
tDeaas of lots, by means of premloms. Now, then, gentlemen, what are the resources that * 
remain to the Mexican government in order to meet its engagements t Outside of loans 
has it any resources that it can present as a guarantee t 

There is an assertion that has been made in some Very authoritative works, and which, I 
belt* v«\ ha8 been omitted by the honorable M. Thiere ; it is, that under the ancient gov- 
ernment, that is to say, under the vice-royalty, there were revenues by which the state 
supported itself, not by regular Imposts, nor by dutks on importations^ which did not then 
exist, but from coinage and taxes on coiuHge, and fr. nn ;i irticular monopolies. 

The illustrious aud learni'-d M. Humboldt, who piivM^ti live years iu those regions, who 
studied the laws of the ooantry, Its resources, its means of advaooemeiit« writes that thlr 
country thus rais< d a revenue of tweuty million.-^ of ptasties ; that Is to say, from one 
hundred to oue hundred and ten millions of francs. 

. Mexico lived with ten millions of piastres. The rest it sent away either to the mother 

country— that is, Spain — or to Cuba, for the cnnslruction of fortif; itiuns th. re. 

Such was the condition of aCDurs. It was, therefore — and you may form au idea as to 
what one hundred or one hundred and ten millions were worth at that time— it was, there- 
fore, a country which had abundant resources for its existence. 

Well, what are its resources now ? The richt-s of the country are immense ; that every 
one knows. The fertility of the soil is great ; its productions are important, and present 
an excellent guarantee 

As to the amount of bullion extracted from the mines, it increases now ; but the business 
of mining was ruined under the governments of Juarez and his predecessors. The work- 
log of the mines l>ec!ime an Impossibility, when troops of bandits fed upon the uiiiu rs, and 
seized and c^irrie i away the result of their labors. It is ca^;y to understand that, in con- 
sequenco, nearly ail the mines were abandoned. But, at preseut, the working of them 
has beeu resumed with extraordhiary activity, with new and more perfect proceaset, and 
the product is greater than ever. 

As to the revenue from the customs, I have the statement ot them, aud I ask your per- 
mlMkm to give you the data of two porta. 
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Tbo cnstomB at Tampico, during the flnt four months of 1864. yielded 9<,000 piastrei; 
in the con-cjipr<ndiTit: months of this jeu they hsre yieldeil 431,000 — that k, the/ hsvs 
luure than quadrupled. 

At Vera Cruz the ntww from cnstoros tTM from 800,000 to 900,000 piafltMS ; It is now 

1,045,000 piantre?, or nearly double the former amount. 

I do nut wbh, gentleroeu, especially at thi» late hour, when I know how irkhome it \s 
for you to listen to a speech, I do not wish to have yoo enter on the«e calcolations, and to 
show yoM how great are the resources that Mt xict. potwt^seH, and ln-w nnifh more it ha« in 
impo8tt>, which it is now procesdloK to e6tublii«h— uucb imputits an exiiit in all drilised 
ooantries — such, for example, as the land tax, so Jost and so natoral, which he that owns 
the f^'roond should pay to tlie etate that protects him. 

Such are the resources of Mexico Au.l I should state ttrnt, at present, in spite of the 
prognostiosttons of which It is the obfect, in spite of tlie evil auguries with which people 
seek to surround it, in npit^- nf the thn-at^ that are directed agahist it. it a-sumes a new 
lease of life. What I have just said iu a few words in reference to the revenue from cus* 
toms sufficiently belies the fears that have been manifested, and proves that everywhere 
there is u t<*tftl rciicAval ofl'iibhit-Hs Yon fkie tliat by the increius'- if tlit* custom^dQtiss at 
Tampico and Vera Crus commerce has received an important devclopmeut. 

The great line of mllroad^hat is. the line from Vera Cms to llexico->has been ooq> 
ceded to an Anglo-Krencli C()tu]>any, tiuit i^lTcrs tlie mo^t m\]d ^'iiarantees. This grsat line 
must be finished in five years ; it will really be fiai.-hed iu three years. 

There are, also, other lines of secondary importance capable of developing the le e on rc cs 
of the country to a considerable extent, which, to the nuiulx;rof three, havelieen demanded 
and Conceded already, and f(»r the cont^truction of which a capital has l)eeo Stthacribed of 
4,500,000 piustreB— that i«. of 23,000,000 i.f francs. 

Telepmphic lines are being constructed everywhere. In the notes which have been 
given to me in reference to tlu' industrial dfvelopraent of the nation — that is to say, to the 
manifefctation of the individual forces that attest the political life of a o nntry — what do I 
Seef Stage-conch enterpriMS, mlncii of ' mine^of petrolenm, mines <>t Id, minesef 
hilviT ; in a word, I ste every where tiie devclopmtiit of ail the repourrt* of the country. 

Now, L( iiticmen, we must come to the consideratiou ot the desires of the Chamber, and 
see whether we can dimiDiib the strength of our army in Mexico by causing the retom flf 
our soliliers tj France as soon possible. Be assured, fj:cn(lemen, that tVif iro\-t rt> ment, 
in this repird, fully participates iu your desire ; that it is u{ the same mind with tlie learned 
authors (;f the reports laid before you, Meiim. Gonln, O'Quin, and Larrabure, and that it 
does all in its jiower to hasten the return of our troops to France. I have herea document^ 
which, iu thiii rt-spoct, can leave no doubt as to the intentions of the government. 
• Here are the sums of the numbers transmitted to the minister of war : The eflbctive 
Btrength of our army nn the let of January. I^R4, amounted to It4,onf) men ; and on the 
15th of January, 18 b5, it amounted to 28,000 men. As many as H,U00 men, therefore, 
have returned. And take notice that this is not all ; for the order had been given for the 
return of a rei>itncnt now here - the KCuiid re^jimorit of zouaves; but it wiis retained by 
Marshal I^saine for the uecchtiities of the biege af Ogaca, because he did not wish to strip 
Other points. As soon, however, as the siege was finished, this regiment left Mexico ; to 
that out of a total of 34,000 men, yon see that moro than a third hssalready returned to 
Fiance 

This shows how the government yields to the just desire manifested by the legislative 

body to terminate this war as soon as it may l>e p<»ssible to terminate it. 

la reference to this war, the honorable gentleman has given details, into which, especiaUy 
at this moment, it is impossible for me to follow him otherwise than by a protest. He has 
t-aid : "I have received news telegrams, and these telegrams inform nie ttiat a city has 
been burned ; that Horoero hss been shot ; that General Caslagny hari issued a proclama* 
tiou — a proclamation," adds the spi aker, '* wliich I conceivo myself required to read to you, • 
for it is contrary to all military usages." 

What, then, has General Ca.'^tagny done? Whence coraes it that he is denounced from 
this tribune f Wlience comes it that for the l>enefit of those who are called the soldiers of 
Juarez, who are but mibcrable wretches, ahSiissins, who di(semlK>wel women, who slay 
children, who commit nothing but pillacre.s and conflauMations, whence ' 'tnieK it th it for 
the benefit of such men an insult is oii'ered to a brave Freuch general, who uobly commands 
his men f [Cries of good I good !] 

Whence comes it th it amid the facilities of the tribune and far removed from the scene 
of events, in the imp«>suibility of forming a correct judgment, on the faith of I know not 
what news, I know not what telegrams, a French general, present under his flag, iu fnce 
of the enemy, is treated as a rliit f nf hmdits, a brigand, and a veritable vaodalf lti> 
agairuil such imputations that we must protest [Yes, yes I good, good !] 

For the rest, gentlemen, then is nothing in the world more kgltlnwte, man ajpprovablak 
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more hoDoiftblo tiuMi fhii proclMBatton of Gteaeral CSMtagny. Any «>IdI«r would Iiato 

signed it 

Uuw ! He is there cunducting hit: men agaiuBt a ferocious enemy that flies LKst'orc bim ; 
iluU Always flies un]e<>s be bs ten to one. He finds him committing atrocities and outrages, 

and yet you winh liim to t c treated as a sol. Her ! How ! Must we re-'spect men wbo hvn 
committed such maiiiacreB ; luust we treat them ait gallant men, ait brave ouldieisf 

No; General Cnstegnf bas tbem shot, becanse he sees In tbem onlf wretches, bandits, 
all steeped in crime [(tcKxI, croodi] And lit-re. pentlcnien, Gencr.il Cs4«t«miy has cer- 
tainly done bis duty ; he has acted at) any one ought to act under such circumstaDces. 
(Tes, ye» !] Not, Indeed, as bonor and the dignity of tbe flag demand when we llgbt with 
true HoIdi<-;r8, I>nl iu< tlx^ srciirily of nwn dcinaudH wht n tlit y aro opponed to a set ol tNUldili. 
[Itonewefl inuuitcnUtions of approbation. Crie8 of dii«eut from some benches, j 

He merely sought to puolsb those wbo ditdionored tbe name of soldier. Yes, I repeat it, 
his Irtugtia^i* Wilts that of a soldier ; bin coiidu t that of a soldier ; and it U for thi^ tli it he 
must be treated as be lias I)een' here, in tlie midiit of an assembly, all tbe words of which 
are rrpested everywhere, rei>eated tbroogbont tbe world. 

I do not Kay that the general has any net'dof u vindication of bis conduct, but the am J 
which he cumniHnds needs a protect U* bo utterc<l in its name. [Good, good !] 

M . JcLRS Fatbb. The honor of the French Hag is involved iu the burniug and massacro 
of a dty 1 

Numerous voices: Do not intornipt ! do not interrupt! 

Tbe Guver.nmknt Commissiomku. Iu the uiidbt of this excitement I cannot hear what yoa 
•ay. a 

M. Jri.F.M Favhk It is hornnsp yoti <\n not wish to hear. [Cries of disapprobation. J 

TuF. (ioVKhNMi;.NT CoMMissio.s KK . No ; J do not wish to hear. No, when I luive the floor 
I do not allow any liberty of interrupti<iti. [Good !] 

M Eror.NK I'kllrtan. Hag be or has be not bnmed a city t 

Several memlwrs : Order! order! 

Turn CBAnutAM, M. ficmrppn. Ton dionld not Insbit on mob altai^ vpon a neneh 

general. 

Tub Govesnmlnt (^ommissiokkb. I conclude iu a few words. It has l^een sought to show 
the difllcQlties to be oxperieiioed by a new government. It la tme snob difficulties are ex- 
perienced ; but why OCHUe to its cnuife to augment those <iifficulties, to raise up still more 
in its way, and to sedt to render iU tMt>k impoKsible ; for, iu brief, wars like this one which 
we hare undertaken are not as tbe wan of other times, wans of denHtatlon in which they 
carried murder everywhere. Hero we have a war undt rtak- n in the name vf lil-erty, in 
order to restore that blesKiog to a people that bas groaned for fifty years under au anarchy 
wbidi all tbe world bas pointed out to you ; which President Buchanan, Its neighbor, 
pointed out in his mmfiajie. when he s^aiil tliatit was a disgrace to civilized countries to tol- 
erate such a nation! Now, we are going to l)estow civilization, iil>erty. order upon it, 
where disorder bss hitherto reigned, as well as tbe most frigbtAil slavery and the most com- 
plete anarchy. ['Hiat is tme ! Go(mJ I go<Kl !] It is. then, a noble enterprise. Why sur- 
round it witii all those difficulties, all those evil auguries ^ Why seek to fetter this govern- 
ment in its progress t Why seek to cause its fall at eveiy step which It takm f 

Yes, we are aware it b^ diniculties wMi the oonrt of Borne, hot oatlona more ancient, 
more powerful, have them likewise. 

There are there, face to face with each other, two powers charge<l with the care of souls. 
As has been taid, the one is the minister of GtMl upon earth, bis most elevated servant ; 
he answers in the name of religion. Ue is tbe minister of peace, of mildness, of reooncilla* 
tion. 

tint by the side of this power which has charge of souls there is another which hag charge 
of souls e«iual!y. and which >^\ys : " Here U a [tfople lli?it 1i !>' eu intrusted to me; in what 
• ways must I conduct it /" In ways ot progress, of civilization, of lilxjrty. 

Now, from this arise difficnltles ; that Is very true ; but snch difficnitlee the modera- 
tion of Itjth powers will know )\o\v to stnooth away. 

Tbe august chief of religion must pei^uade himself that tbe necessities of the times will 
no longer permit the world to remain In the ways In which it was two or three hundred 
years nso. 

On the other haod, we must count upon the moderation of tbe sovereign who loves re- 
ligion, wbo respects and venerates It, and wbo, befbre setting out for his new empire^ and 

before placing his hand nfion his new t ri wii, wi.'ihrd in wme sctrt to receive It from the 
hands of God, and went to ask it from the Holy Father. Between them everything will 
he arranged ; there will be no possible diflenlty ; things will be established to the satls- 
fiiction of all ; there is ever>' reason to bopo for such a c*)nsmuiiiiition. [Sensation.] 
Inhere remains the last difficulty ; this is tbe United States, with which wu sre inciiinatly 
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fbreatenorl. or rather with uhirh Mexico is incenantlj thmtenad — the Uniledfiliteii Jail* 
000, impatient, and only awaiting an occusion. 
In this rtrgard. permit mo to finbh with a few brief words. 

Aa to the United States^ frequent mention has been mado of the Monroe doctrine, thoogh 
God knows I care not much to enter upon the subject. Much talk has been expcnde<l on 
it without any Kreat knuwled^re of ite natare The honomble Kentleraan spoke just now 
of a letter <»f Mr. Sowarri. I merely ask his permission to rt'ply by reading tli. se few lines 
only from the lai=t mew«jvu:e of Abraham Linc')iii, It is in the nature of n lii>t will and 
t«i>tament ; it is not uuly an ndvice given to hiii owq people, who have lout hiui by »o 
frightful a minfortune. bo horrible a crime, but it is aleo an advioe given to the world in 
general, to \vli<>>-r !niiiiir:tti >ti it is ■entitled. 

Here is whut he buid in h'lA meis^age of the 4th of March, the last public document, I 
believe, which is Icnown of liis, speaking irith n perfect humility in the midst even of 
bii triimiph : 

*' Without bitterness, without ill-will townnU any oue, with charity towards all, and 
with firm confidence in the right, as far as God permits us to see it clearly, let us finish 
the work in which we have b- .-n eiiLrairi* i. iti order thcretifter t<> heal the wonnd-i of the 
uatior^, to tike care of tlic soldier who has fought our baltles, of his widow and his urpbaos, 
and to do all that lies In our power to attain a just and durable peaoe among onrsel vea and 
with all nntion-." 

As to me, I know of no finer language than this, i was struck with it, even before it 
hm 1 been consecrated by the sad end of Abmham Unooto, and beftiro I could hare thought 

it waK liis In^f will tind testament and his last word in t]\\^ world. 

^ow this liuit word is a word of mercy, a word of moderation, of peace and of clemenqr* 
Let us hope, RcottcmeD, that it will be understood by thcee who obey him no more, but 
who pre^' i ve hi.'^ meniory. 

The blood shed in battle for a just caui>e, for the liberty of a great poople, may be blessed 
by the Ood of armies ; but the blood shed after anger has passed, in an unjust cause, per- 
il, q- fur the yuirpotie of inviulinp the ri'„'lifs of an inoffeuhive neighbor, has never yet fer- 
tilized the earth that received it, nor ever brought good fortune to the hand that shed it. 
We must hope, therelbre, that the United States will repair their losses ; that they will 
carry out the programme left to them by Unooln ; that they will take care of the widows 
and orphans who* are Id such great numbers amon;; them ; and that, after a war so bloody 
and yet so ju^t. they will not hasten to eng.ge in new quarrels, especially when their in- 
terests are op|K)sed to any such compliciitious. [Goodl goodi) 

From all .'•ides : Let us adjonrn ! T,t't us arljtiurn ! 

Tub Cuaiuman, M. tScii.vKiuhK. io-murrow at 2 o'eluck the public he^^siuu will l>e re- 

I propfise to ad<l to the or<l<T of the dnv, after the discussion of the deficiency liill. tho 
bill relative to the cancellation of tlie rents of the bureau of liquidation, and to place the 
discussion of this bill before that of the regular budget for 186G. This order of discnatkm 
Is neoepsiiry, because the arrangement of the items in the regular budget suppose tlie adop- 
tion of the previous measute. 

To morrow, therefore, the order will be : Ckmtlnuation of the discusk'iion on the deficiency 
budget for imC) ; discisiiinn ( f tii< Mil relatlTo to liquidatioD ; diacussion of the budget fi»r 
1860 ; discussion of bills of local interest. 

(The Chamber adjourned at half>past 6 o'dodi.) 



[EVom Le Honitcur Universel, No. 1(*1, June 10, 18G5, page 776, vol. — .] 

Jkbatm in the Uruteh ligiMMm bo^* 

Sonoir or Fbisat, Jwu 9, 1865. 

O t> CO o o o 

The discussion of the deficiency bill for IbUu was continued. The Mexican question was 
resumed and examined at some length by If. Ernest Heard, a member of the oppodtion, 
aftcr.which the miniister of state, M. Rouhcr, addressed the Chamber on the same feubject, 
in reply to M. Picard and to M. Jule.s Favre. llie ooucluding portion of his speech, and a 
rejoinder from If. Jules Fkvrc, arc given as follows : 

Ills Excellency M. Rocheb, minister of state. o o o o o 

In fact, the foolbh hopes conceived by Cortinas, or by some few men who surrounded Joa> 
tea, have been dispelled ^ calm has aocoeeded agitation in the minds of men, and the att« 
thoiity of the American go?enimeat has caused itself to bo felt. 
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Enrollmir f>ffic<>8 were opened in NewTorksnd WMbfngton ; Koldiers were invited thlth«r 
to enlii^t tinrler tli*^ tl.i.,' of Juares; largiQ •anra wen offered M bonntiee to induce them to 

Die Americeil government, edherlng strictly and relicciouslj to the duty uf neutrality, 
cl<'s<^-<l tliese enrolliiin offices, in acconUnce \n ith tlit> law of April 20, 1818. And while 
this attempt was l»eing essayed, a general, \vhi»sL- name luuJ been freely mentioDed in the 
papers in connexion with the gchenie, and who was represented M Introsted with the dnty 
of leadiriLT this armv of fililm-Jtcrs to Mexico — General Ilf>8erranB — in a spf crh ilrlivcr-'d 
before the legislature at Boston , prote8t<^d against the singular part which it had been 
eooffht to make htm play, end said that he wa« not cuiMtlttited or disposed by nature to he 
the leader of mercenary trooprs, and had no inclination to l>etake himself to Mex'co to at- 
tack any govcrnmeDt in th^t couutry ; that the United States wished to respect the obli- 
gations of neatnltty ; that they would rmpect them with the greatest strictness nnd ria* 
oetity ; aii<i that the rclnti jd'^ of friendnhip !;rtwet n France and the United States WOUld 
not be. even in the slightest degree, compromi»ed. [Good I good IJ 

While these declarations were being made at Washington and Mew York, they received a 
furmal sanction and ratification here. Tlie miniiitcr of the Unitt il States pr(.-s« iitt d himtielf 
to oar miuiiitcr of foreign ai£UrSf and said to him : " Undoubtedly we do not regard with 
any fiivorable eye the eetablishroent of a monarchy in Mexico ; nudonbtedly we wonid pre- 
fer to 8'*e a republic n form prtvail in that ountry ; but we respr^ct the will of pfii])lr.s and 
nations ; we understood thatMexicp, formerly for along time governed by the mouarchicat 
form, desires to return to that state, and we ore not going to nmke war on a mere qnestfoo 
as to forms of govtrnment." 

Such have been the formal declarations made by the miniHterof the United States to the 
French government, nnd thereupon all thon; 1*1 nsmodic efforts very roon have failed that 
were manifested in t. < -tate^of New Leon and Tamaulipas, and which, I have no hesitancy 
In a-S' i tintr. were a deplorable and melancholy conwqnence of an odious crime committed 
in the L'nited States ; a con8e<|iience which is tlestined very soon to disappear ; and the par- 
tisans that have l»een collected will quickly be dispersed by the liattalions directed against 
them by Uarsbal Baxaine. Such is the real oondition of the Mexican empire. [Qoodl 
gockl !] 

They have called up here in this assembly — I know not for what pnrpos*- the questlOQ 
as to the property of the cli iltv in Mexico, and they have sjiid to yon : "The Kmperor 
Maximilian is detterte^i ; abuuiiooed by the very party that bure him to ^»ower !" And then 
they have deemed It their duty to parade befbre you the fbpe's letter and the deolaralioa 

of Cardinal AntonelH. 

I do not ieel myi»elf called upon to make any reply to euch asecrtions. The Emperor 
Maxhoitiaii attained his power by the will of the He^can mition. He has called upon the 
parties to allow him t 1 o t stifnte a mo<lerate party to aspist him in the direction of publle 
afiaim. He has not sought for men in this or that faction ; he has not required certificates 
as to antecedents from such as, ahjurlnf? evil paMfons. desired to subserve the Interests of 
onier und of civilix.ati( n : an l ut tlit- v» i v moment hI which I nowaddri'sg you, this prince, 
who is accused uf quartering himself in the conservative party, counts among his miniiiters 
thr«e former ministers of Juarea himself: the minister of ^e interior, the minister of pnblie 
Works, and the uiini-t* t i re^idont of the council of state. 

The Emperor Slaximitian, without ill«fe«ling, without any party connexions, without 
any Ol llHMe tendencies or any of those imnoors wfaioli civil war leaves after It in a oountry, 
has appealed to all IntelUgent and well-inclined men, and has said to them : " Come to mo, 
for I represent the cause of order, of security, of progress, and of dvilimtion." [Loud 
manifestations of approbation ] 

Now, gentlemen, permit me to addre^o^ a reiiuest to the members of tlie opposition. 
[He.ar ! hear I] Permit me to ttU them tliat they cannot exercise too ranch prudence and 
discretion in weighing the language which they use within this ball while yielding to the 
dietotes of their ooovlctions, the sincerity of which I have no dispositioa whatever to call 

In que*stion. 

If tbey could know, as the >,'*.veruuieiit knows, the detestable abuse tliat ig made of their 
words, of tiieir criticisms, of tlietr diarges as^ainst the government, within thiit empire of 
ili xiro and in the nji'ist of thoiMj very rebels whom wt< have to fi.:ht, I am deeply con- 
vinced that their voicen would not be so loud on this question, and that they would regret 
the language whldi they have already need. 

Numerous voices : Good ! good ! 

T'bb MiNiSTsa OF Stats. You would not believe the strange communications that reach 
the government in this regard. I have here the descrlptiini of a banquet held io tha 
I'nitrd iti H by the friends of Ju^in-z Do you wish me to read to you the listof toasli 
that were o tiered ? [Yes, yes! read them! read them !J 

**Tlie Mexicaoa of the party of Jnarea, redding in New Tork| oelebmtcd the other 
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evsDfng thainnlTenRnr of the Independence of Mexico, by n grand banquet at TVlmooico's. 
Among' those present were remarked Messrs. lloniero, Doblado, Juan Baz, Colombies, Al»- 
torre, and other personages more <>r le^n distinguished for various reasons. After the ban* 
quet. M. RonH-rn pave the tiiawA for the 8i)eeehe8. which, as usual. nl»ounded in big words 
and liigli-S(ninding phrases. Tliey drank * to the death of Mjrimtlian, tynmt of Mexico ; totkt 
death of the Pof-e, lyratU of cmadences ; to the death <^ Xapolcon III, tyrant qf the whole world.' " 

Tiiat is not all. Th^v drank the health of the French depattes who Vjppim th« tyraiuiy 
of the KmixTor ! [Cries of indignation.] 

Sudi are the sad abuses which wicked and fiery pawions make of criticiBms and oppo^i- 
tion« even th« most oonwientlous— such, I feel convinced, as tbeee »re. 

But this is i\ot yet all. Our Bo'diers, in th<' lon-c and difficnlt marches to which their 
duty cundemus them, often find documeatci traitorously scattered among them ! Do you 
know their parportr «Ji»res to the Boldlenof Prance " I attic your pardon; do not 
baston to rrv ont ^v^th iTidi'Miation, **Jiiaies and Ut friend Jolea FaTTO '* 

Bcveml voices : Thnt is true 1 

U. BovHBB, mInlBter of slate. To the French aoldieni. profioriaflr to them to deoert the 
flag of that tyrant ciille<i Napoleon III I [Manife-^t^^tions of indignation ] 

What matter our previous diiferences of opinion f What matters it that you have 
approved or diapproved the Mexican expedition f Let such didcmaionfl be henceforward 

discarded. 

Our tiag now floats over far distant shores. Xict ns then have the same sentiments of 
patriotism ; let ns all desire the trinmph of that canse which we have promoted in those 
regions! Let us hasten Ity tlie tinaiMinity of our wishes, let us ha,steu the moment when 
the French troops, not bumbled— that they cannot be — but triumphant, and having com* 
pleted their work, shall return amid the applaaasaof all Fiance, to receive the crowns 
which their couraire will have meiited. [Ooodl good! biavot bravo t Ftolooged and 
ledoable^l applause ] 

H. ivLKs Favre. Mr. President, I rise to a personal explanation. 

Tm Fmbidrxt, m ScamiDia. I cannot very well aee what can eonatltnte the oeoaaiaii 
for a perfonal explanation 

Severnl voices : Let him speak. 

Tbb Pkk.'^idi .nt. M. ScHNBinEK. I decide, then, that M. Jules Favre ariu the floor for a 
personal e.xpl ination and not for a qieecli. If there be question of a qieech, li. fimile 
Ollivier is entitled. 

M. Emile Ollivikr. Oh, Mr. Prerfdent, let M. Jules Favre speak. 

M. Ji i.ES Favrk. It Is not, you may sure, and the Chamber may feel convinced of it, 
to the \atit Uct cited by the minister of state that I wich to make allusion. But in the 
explanations which he has made to yon, there is one which \a calcrdated tolmprem npoo 
you the belief that on the part of the speakers of the opposition to the government, in 
the announcement of a fact recognized as very serious by all the members of the ass«>mbly, 
there might have been something of a earpiriae; and as snob an insinaation alliBota my 
character for fair an l cpi-n dialing, I ask your perrais.sion to repiv to it 

I said, and you rememl>er it perfectly well, that a corps commander, whose namo it is 
nnneoseaary to mention 

Sevenil ineniberd : Why so? Mention it. 

M. Jdlbs Favbx. I said that Oeoeral Castagny, at the head of a body of French troops, 
had recourse to a measure contrary to the laws of war and to the law of nations, f l>enial8 1 

The minister of state says, in reply to me, that a« yet there is pomething untimely and 
impradent involved in the assertion, that as long as our troops are upon boblile teriitoryt 
while they are exposed to death, we have no right to examine their conduct, and that it ia 
proper for us to a 1 our cxprasdons to that there might lie no possibiliiy of their dtrfog 
any barm. [ I Itat is so.] 

I ask you, then, why you applaud the words of the minister f What does he do ? 

Various voices : lUn language is [lati iotic ; hoisa Frenchman ! 

M. Jl'les Favkb. As to me. I ran luhnit no such argument; it is nnworthy of any man 
of sense. [Murmurs and cries of disapprolmtion. ] 

I respect and honor the courage of our soldiers wlio brave all dangers, but I esteem not 
the less the courage of the pt:it<>i<man who, on the government hetielies. comes to RincMon 
by his words the principles which he proposes to your votes l^^cb in his sphere fulfils a 
duty, and I cannot Iwllevn ttiat one can be considered euperior to the other. [Varioni 
matiife-statiims ] 

Now, if I render him this justice. I claim a similar one from him in re^^ard to the part 
which we perform here. I aslc, gentlemen, whether there can be a sort of infallibility, of 
Inviolaiiiiity, decreed by tlie •! uiger which a general muB that would permit him to place 

himself above all laws. [Interruption.] 

If it be to, itisnndenteUethat it would not be hhnaelf only; ttwonld be the Cataof 
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the nu n whom he hap^M^ned to ooDSMUid Cbtt 1m would toooeed la jBoduigwiog [Bsolof 

matious of iodigDatiou.] 
Aa far aa fegarda t^e net which has provoked the diacuMloo between the minlater of 

Btite and us, nothin:; i.-^ m<>if him;»lo. That fact. gentk-DieD, ia tlic luirnini; of a city of 
four thuusand souU. licturti giviug expre*>riioa to it I tuuk care to state that the fact bad 
heen aanonnced a long time Blnce that the Uoaltenr had been interrogated on the subject, 
and that Ihi: Sduiiitc-ur Uiui been hilt;nt. 

Just a wbilo ago, when the minbter of state reproached mo for* not haviog asked hiax 
for explanations, he must have forgotten that from the 20th of April explanations bad 
bet-n aifked By the pres^s [Kxctiuiiiitioiis of disapprobfition.] 

Here is what the Juuraal dv4 Debate said la its issue of the 20tb of April la^t. £0h ! 
oh I— oonAiRlon ] 

I am only u plyin:: to tht? reproach of the minLsttr, which woul'l si i m to intimato that 
I aDOotmct^d a tact hitlicrto uukuuwa ; whilst, on the coutrary, that fact was a public oiiei 
and several pA[)ers had called on the Honitenr for informatioa in reference to it. [luter- 

ruption ] 

U, EaMKOT PiOARO That is the very poiut iu hisue. 

U JoLts Favbi. Here is what the Jonmal des Debats says : 

'* Thi« despatch has been published by neveral journals, anionj; others by the Coiislltu- 
tioDuel, but we do not find it in the Moniteur of tliia morning. It is rigoificant in its 
necessary brevity, for the telegraph does not indul^'c in long discourses; but we hope soon 
to find in the official orjjaii the (k-tiiils arid thi; d<xuiiKtitj* which the dcsjMitch could not 
give, and which should serve to present under their true light the rigorous measures 
adopted by Genrral Castsgny against 8an Sebastian and against the four Juarist chiefs in 
quesliun. Sau Sebju-ti.iu counts, or rather twe countttd, i-iuce that city no longer exists, a 
population of four thousand inbabitants. Whilst allowing the greatest po»H>ible hititude 
to the crncl neccwitirs of war, it behooves ns to know the reosous that induced General 
Cauta;;ny to <lestroy by fire a centre of population of that importance." 

There, then, was the question very distinctly miule : Does the minister of state think 
that it is conformable to the law of nations, not to pursue a few brigauds, uot to shoot down 
some wretched who had asmssiukted onr sddien. These no one has ever defended within 
this- hall— [So ! so ! ] 

Tlie murmurs will uot efface'my words from the Moniteur ; my wunls rcmaiu, und you 
cannot dictort them. 

Now, I assert that this fact was published in all the papers six w> eks aj;o : A city of 
four tliousand inhabitants, in which were peaceable and inotl'eiifivc iuliabitants, vv(4m(.-u, 
children, and men of ptoperty, has been given to the tlames: '1 his act is contrary to the 
l.iw of nations We have haiii so ; we «iy bo yet. Such proceedings mi^^ht brin^ deplor- 
able retaliations upon our soldiers I aild that such violeut proceedings, uniuj«s they are 

disavowed, compromise the honor of France to a most f it;il extent. [S^umerous cries of in- 

dipiiiitiou. Cries of ^<mm1 ! l:<.<»1I iVom somo bench- s ] 

'1 UK Chairman, M. SciiNKiuta. I proceed now to put to the vote the third suction of the ar- 
ticle in leference to the war department, estimate marked F, and I announce in advanoe 
that there is a demand for the yeju* and hays on the quci^tion. ^ 
3d s<'ction. Pay and m iiutenance of the tnx)ps, 33,718,701 francs." 

The demand for the yeas and nays is signed by Messrs Hduon, Caruot, Ernest Picard, 
Viocount lAnJttinais, tbe Duke de Marmler, itethmont, Magnio, Joles Favre, Marie, Gamier 
Pag^s. 

A member : And Jnares I [Exclamations and laughter.] 

A vote was then takeu. 

Tub FaKsiDUiT, M. Souneideb.. The result of the vote U as as follows : 



Number voting....... 245 

Al>solute majority. 123 

For 232 

Against 13 



Tbe leglabitive body has adopted the section. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 

WtuhtMgUm, November 5, 1865. 
Sir : I have Lad the honor to receive your note of the 21gt of July, 1865, 
tnoBmitting to me* for the information of the government of the United States, 
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a transliitiou into English of the discussion which took place in the lep:i:«lattve 

body <d' France on the 8th of .Tnu *. ISij"), in n l ition t ^ the atFiir.s of Mexico, 
and of ])nrtp of the disposal of that discussion, which terminated on the 9ih of 
the same month. 

Thanking yon for fhis interesting docnment, I have the honor to renew to 
yon, sir, the assurances of my high consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Senor Matias Rombro, Washingioih D, C* 



Mr, Romero to Mr, Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Mb^cican LkuatioiN in the United State.s of A.mkrk a, 

Wafkhgion, 23d of Jidi/, 180o. 

Mr. Sbcrbtarv: Tn virtue of the recommendation which jou were pleased 
to make to me at the interview which we had yesterday at the Department of 

State, to the effect that 1 shouhi state to you in writing what 1 verbally had 
the honor to represent to you, I now proceed to make to you the following 
statement : 

Yon know very well with how much anxiety the government of Mexico bss 
been awaiting the termination of the civil war in the United States — since our 
fate being identified to a certain extent with that of the Union, the success of 
the latter in^^ur(•d our own, w}iil.-»t its overthrow would have made our situation 
more difficult, lu fact, the Frencli intervention in Mexico h'lving been, as is 
already universally admitted, nothing else than a part of the conspiracy which 
was planned to subvert this government and to break up this country, nothing 
is more natural than that the principal question in the United States, m lu>u 
once decided in favor of republican in-^f itutions, the icfi s^ory one, which i- \>^" 
ing discussed in Mexico, should be decided in the same s«'nse. The succ» s.-, 
therefore, of the cause of the independence of Mexico is already beyond ail 
doabt, even to the eyes of the most determined enemies of the' republic, and it 
has now become only a question of time. The dnty which the Mexican gov- 
ernment has to sliorten that time as much as may be possible causes me to ad- 
dress this coiiimunicatioii to you. 

Wct hhd believed that when once the civil war had terminated here, witich 
firom its magnitude and importance had absorbed the whole attention of the gov- 
ernment of the United States, without permitting it to take the measures neces- 
sary to destroy those accessory to tin- rebellion which were develoj)iiiL' rliem- 
selves in foreijrn coutitries, the same {^overuineut would have to piirsue oin: of 
these two policic-i— either to take the steps it might deem pr{)per in order that 
the French should withdraw themselves from Mexico, or to follow the same 
policy of neutrality observed up to this period, until jie.iee is finally restored at 
home and tlie federal authority is i.'stablished in the southern States, thus giving 
time to tlte Euipeidr of the Fretuh to the end that, reconsidering his meii.-nres, 
be inaj abandon an enterprise whicli is already without object, and which it is 
Utterly impossible to realize, and which, should he persist In it, will involve 
him most certainly in future complications with the United Statt s, which, when 
once at peace, wil! nnt Vte able to remain an iuilillei ent spectator of the rouijuest 
by a Kurope.-iti power of cue of the principal regions of this coutuicut iu their 
immediate vicinity. 

Upon the choice of these two policies I shall say nothing at this time, for I 
do not propose in this note to solicit from this government t!ie adoption of ths 
one or of the other. My object is solely to manifest that the time necessary 
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hfivitip: already elapsed to know which of them has been adopted, we have 
believed that it is the second ; and in this belief, being unable to rely for the 
time being even upon the moral support of the government to put au end 
to the war earned on against us hy tne Emperor of the French, we deem it 
oar dnty to inform the government of the United States of what we desire to do 
in this country in the fulfilment of our duties as Mexicans. 

In the first place. I deem it my duty to represent to you that, although the 
patriotism of the Mexican people is a sufficient guarantee to insure us success 
over our inradera, and although we have in onr country sufficient elements to 
defend our indepeDdence-— which elements have enabled us to resist daring four 
yearr* the most per:*i:<tent efforts of the first milit ary nation of Europe, and will 
enable us to prolong the conte.-st to the point of conipelling our enemies to leave 
our country — our situation is such that the French might be enabled to remain 
some years more in Mexico, if they persist in it and our condition does not 
ameliorate. 

It is known that the people of ^[exico is without arms. As arm^ are not 
manufactured in the republic, we are compelled to use those wliicli \\ ( may be 
enabled to imuort. The circumstance that some of our ports are occupied aud 
others blockaaed by the French, and, above all, the fact that this government had 
prohibited, to our prejudice, the exportation of arms from the l^iiit< d States, 
and that we could not obtain tlu'in in I'nnipc, because almost all the il' 'Vern- 
ment?» of that continent are hostile to our cause, has canned the goveiuinent of 
Mexico, I'rom the commencement of the war, to find itself with a small (i uautity 
of muskets, and these in so bad a conditk>n that it is really surprising how the 
resistance has been prolonged with implements so utterly worthless. 

The principal, and almost exclusive, revenues of the Mexican government 
being derived from the yield of maritime custom-houf^cs of the re))ui)lic, and 
the most valuable of these being occupied or blockaded by the French, it fol- 
lows that the government of the repnblic has found itself deprived of its rev- 
enu( s in time.-' when it most required them to oiganiae and sustain the armies 
which defend the independence of the country. 

Our ?^ituaf ion therefore is, to sum up, the following: with arms and means 
we can terminate in a few months the war which France is waging against us ; 
and without these elements, we shall be- obliged to limit ourselves to resisting 
the French, who will be enabled to remain in ^Mexico for an indefinite period, 
wifli L^reat danger to the peace of this continent, until tlu y find themselves 
com ]ir lied to 4^uit that couutry through weariness, if not expelled by the force 
of arms. 

You will understand, Mr. Secretary, that it Is the duty of tlie Mexican gov- 
ernment to shorten the war, and to do all that is incumbent upon it to procure 

the necessary elements to attain that result. The identity of interests existing 
respecting this point h('t\i. i cii tlie Unitpfl States and Mexico, and, above all, the 
great sympathy which, wiih unparalh led unanimity, the people of the United 
States nave manifested, even in the most unfortunate days of tlie Union, for 
the cause of the independence of Mexico, have led the Mexican government to 
believe that, by rendering this sympathy cffi.'ctive, those elements might be de- 
rived from it Avhich nre required to terminale immedint- ly a war which other- 
wise might last fi)r years, and ;ill this witiiout compromitting in any maniu'r the 
government of the United States, and wiihout cau.sing it to deviate, by a single 
hair's breadth, from the duties incumbent upon it as a neutral power. Although 
in the realization of this idea we propose to ourselves to treat with the citizens 
of this country as individuals, wiihout in any manner compromitting their p'ov- 
ernment, and although what we think of doing is entirely lawful ami compatible 
with the attitude occupied by the United States as a power neutral towards 
France, we deem it pmpt r to submit onr plans to the government of the United 
States, as a proof of our good £uth, of our deference to this government, and with 
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the view of receivinp^ nssnrancc!?, if tbis he pop^^ililo, that no rmharra^smont 
will be pl.ued in our way in the execution ihcreol, eince a painful exjx-iieuce 
has taught us the noccttdity of taking this step. Reserving, therefore, the cou- 
eideratton of other matten* when circumttaaces sball require it, our wishes are 
limited for the present to the two following points : 

1st. To negotiate a loan to tli(> p-nvfnirnont of Nfexico in thi^ nnikot, by dis- 
posing of bonds which t»hall contain tiie ^uanintee.s wliich wc consider sufficient 
to induce speculator!} to purchase them, and which may make them acceptable 
to the people of this eoantry. It is iodnbitahle that the duties of a neatrsl 
power do n^t impose upon tlie United States that of preventing us from real- 
izinj^ our bonds, hince tliis does not constifnto the intervention of this govern- 
ment in oin- behalf. The market is as much open to us as to our enemies. If 
the French de:*ire to negotiate a loan here upon the same basis as we — that is, 
as a private speeulation, with which the government has nothing to do — evi- 
dently there would be no right to deny it the same. This same right is the one 
■which we wish to exercise now. Onr deference towards the {^overnitv iit of the 
United States lias reached the point that, notwithstanding we have h:iil a ]»res<- 
iug necessity for the fuuds which such a loau could have furnished us, and that 
there was a time which seemed most propitious for its realisation, we preferred 
to await until the loan with the UnitM StJites, which the house of Messrs. Jay 
Cooke ^ C't., of Philadelj)hia, is now selling, should be realized, in order n<>t to 
appear to be acting in competition with the United States, and desirous c»t divert- 
ing the fuuds of its citizens to exterior objects while they were needed by their 
own govemmeot 

2d. To purchase arms and munitions of war, and to be enabled to export them 

to such places as may seem to us proper. After the order of the President of 
the .'id of May last, which rescinded the prohibition to export arms from the 
United States, and which has left in all their iurce the laws and traditions of 
this country respecting the' commerce of belligerents in articles contraband of 
war, and, above all, after the precedent established hj this government of per- 
mitting the French ofticers who arrived in Novombor, 1S62, to purchase the 
means of transportation for the invading army of .Mexico, who purch?i~f d and 
exported the articles they needed to wage war against my country, as your de- 
partment communicated to me in the note which it addressed to me upon this 
subject under date of the 24th of November aforesaid, it does appear that there 
cannot be the least cause that we should not be pei*mitted now to do what the 
laws of this country de< l are in every respect lawful, and what this government 
has permitted to our enemies. 

I do not doubt that the government of the United States will appreciate the 
sineerity of the motives which indnce me to address It this note, and that it will 
favor me with a v p!}' which will be entirely satisfactory to my govern m nt. 

I avail myself witli plensnre of this opportunity to renew tO yoU, Mr. Secre- 
tary, the assumnces of my most distinguished consideration. 

M. ROMERO. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, ^r., Sfc. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero. 

Bbpartmbnt op Statb, 

Wathingtoih AuguH 7, 1865. 
SiB: Your note of the 23d ultimo, on the subject of the exportation of arms 
to, and the neg(»tiation of a loan for, the Mexican republic, was duly received, 
and has been taken into consideration. 
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You arc well aware that tlie government of the United States has official lela- 
tions with the republican government in Mexico only* and heartiljr desirea that 
that form of government may, by the unity, virtae» valor, and perseverance of 
the peoplf ill Mexico, be maintained in that conntry, as the United States ear- 
nestly desire that, in the same manner, it may be perpetuated in every other 
conntry in the American hemisphere where it has heretofore been e.^^tablishcd. 
Liberty and free inetitntions in any conntry are the rewards of the popular vir- 
tues I have named. They cannot be guaranteed by any one nation, however 
beneficent, to another, however well disposed to reeeive them. 

I am not aware of any law or exeeuti\ e ordf-r wiiich at present prohibits the 
exporlation of ajiud, or of money, from the United States to Mexico, by cither 
of the partiea at war in that conntry, or by the individual citizens or snbjects of 
the respective parties. Any proceedings for that purpose must, however, not 
be connected with ])roceedinfr8 which tend to infringe tlie impartial neutrality 
which this government haa hitherto in every instance maint^iiued. I'liat neu- 
trality is really the effect of existing rauuicipul laws as well as of international 
law. It conla, therefore, be deviated from by the executive govemmeht only 
when Congress should have directed it. To Congress alone belongs the oon- 
Stitutii'iial power to declare war. 

I avail myself of this c^)portuQity to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my 
very di^itiuguished consideration. 

WILLIAM H. 8EWABD. 

SefiorMATfAs Romero, 

Xew York, 



ikfr. Romero to Mr. Seward. 
[Trauslatiou.J 

MEXICAN Lkgatiox, 
2s t i(\Yor/c, \2th of August, iSo5. 

M. Ivomero presents his compliments to Mr. Seward, and has the honor to 
transmit to him a printed copy, in English, of a treaty of alliance signed at 
Lima on the 23d of Januaiy last by seven of the American republics, which 
'< d( r-irc to unite for the purpose of providing for their exterior security " against 
the n<_'^L;i I ssioTir* of European power;*. 

M. ivumcro has ixi^Q the honor to transmit to Mr. Seward a printed copy of 
another trea^, condnded on the same date and between the same contracting 
parties, with the object of compreting the compact of alliance. 

Thef»e two treaties con:»titnte th(^ principal repult of the labors of the Ameri- 
can congress which recently met at ]>inia, the capital of Peru. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, igc.^ ^r., tjc. 



[Eoclosnra No^ l.-~Tran8lation.] 

In ttie name of Ood : The States of An«rtca wbldi are herrinafter msotloned, dedring 

to nnitf in order to provido for their exterior Becurity, to sticncrlhcn their relations, to 
maintain peace among tbemselveg, and to promote other common iuteroita, have determined 
to Been re these ohfects bj means of International compacts, of which the presMit Is ^he 
flrst '.\\\'\ f'iii(!:inieiitAl one. 

To that tlYect they have conferred full powers, as follows : Bj Salvador, to Don Pedro 
Alcantara Herian ; by Boliria, to Don Joan de la Oras BenaTente ; by the United States 
of Colombia, to Don Justo Arosemena ; by Chili, to Don Manuel Montt ; by F.ciiador, to 
DoQ Vicente Piedrahita ; by Peru, to Don Joed Gregorio Paa tioldan ; and by (he United 
States of Veneinela, to Don Antonio Leocadio Goiman. 
41 D C •• 
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And tho plcnipntt ntiarics hnvlng exchanged their powers, which tbcy fottod Wiflkfallt 
Uid in due form, hure agreed herein to the foUowiog atipuUtioDS : 

Akticu 1. Hie high contracting parties finite end bind themaelves to CMfi other for flie 
objects above expressed, and guarantee to each other mutually their independence, their 
sovereignty, sod the integrity of their respective territorieH, binding themeelvcs in the 
terms of Uie present treaty to defend each other against any aggression which may have 
for its otilect the depriving any one of them of any of the rights herein oxpretuwd, whether 
the aggression shall come from a foreign power, whether from any of tho»e I^tgued by 
this compact, or from foreign forces whicli do not obey a recognizixi government. 

Art. 2. Hi c all ianoe herein stipainted will produce ite effects when there t<hM ho % 
violation of the riglits CTp iW B o d in wtiole 1, and eqieciaUy in the eases of offences whldi 
ehall consiht — 

Firtit. In acts directed to deprive any one of the oootracting nations of a part of ill 
torrit(;ry with the intention of Hppropriiiftnij it« domiidon or of ceding it to another power. 

Second. In acta directed to annul or to alter the form of government, the political con- 
stitution, or the laws which any one of the contracting parties may give or may have 
given itself in the exorcise of its sovereignty, or vvhicli may have for their ol ject to diaogS 
forcibly its internal system, or to impose upon it authorities in the like manner. 

Sfard. In acts directed to compel any one of the high contracting parties to a protect^* 
rate, sale, or cession of territory, or to establish over it any superiority, rii^ht. or pre* 
cmiueuce whatever, which may impair or oilund the ample and complete exercise of ill 
sovereignty and Independence. 

Anr. 3 The allied parties shall decide, each oti<> for itself, whether the offence which 
may have been given to any one of them Is embraced among tluMte enumerated in the 
foregoing articles. 

Akt. 4 The ca.msf> .!rri* Wing drclarcd, the contrjKtinc: parties compromit themselves 
to immediately suapend their relations with the aggrei^iiftvc power, to give pasaportc; to ixa 
poblio mlniBtera, to cancel the oommlmlons of its consular agents, to prohibit the impor- 
tation of its natural and manufiKtun d products, and to cK>fie their [khU to itn ve»«*el> 

Art. 6. The same parUe« shall also appoint plenipotentiariea to conclude the argmuents 
necei^sary to determine the contingents of the force, and of the land and naval {supplies, 
or of any other kind whicli the allies iniHt give to the nation which is attickfil, the man- 
ner in which the forcea mu8t act, and the other auxiliary means be reali. < I. and every- 
thing else which may be proper to the best eacCess of the defence. The piv uipotentiariei 
■hall meet At the place designated by the apin-nded party. 

Aut. 6. The high contmcting parties bind themselves to furnish to the one which may 
be attacked the means of defence which each one of them may think itbclf able to dispose 
of, even though the stipulations to which the foregoing artldo refers should not have 
preceded, provided the case should, in their jtid^ment, b«' an urgent one. 

Abt. 7. The cams /(rdtris having been declared, the party olleniied will not have authority 
to conclude conventions for peace or for the cessation of hoKtilities without iDcIudlOgin 
them the allies who may have taken part in the war and (ihould ilefiirc to accept them. 

Aht. 8. If (which may God avert; one ol the contracting i^varties ehuuid (>tl'eud the 
rights of another ooe of them, guaranteed by this alliance, the others will proceed in the 
Bame manner as though the offence had been committed by a foreign power. 

Art. 9. The high contracting parties bind tlieuiselves not to concede to, Bor to accept 
from, any nation or government a protectorate or pre-eminence which Impairs their Inde* 
pendence and sovereignty; and they likewise compromit themselves not to transfer to 
aootiier nation or government any part of their tenitory. Thetic 6tipuIatiooa do not 
hinder, however, those parties which are coterminous to make the ccMions of terrltoiy 
whi' h thi y may deem proper for the better deiinreatlMn of their boundaries or frontiers. 

Abt. lU. The high contracting parties bind themtieiveti to appoint pleDipotentiaries, who 
shall meet every three years, as nearly as posrible, to adjust the conventions proper to 
strenglht ii arn! perfi ct the union etitiiblished by the present treaty. A epecial provihion of 
the pieseut congreea sliall determine the day and the place at which the hrst assembly of 
the plenipotentiaries shall meet, which aasembly shall likewise designate the follovring one, 
and thus thereafter until the expiration of the present treaty. 

Aai. U. The high contracting parties will solicit, collectively or separately, that the 
other American states which have been tnvlted to the present congress shall enter into this 
treaty; and from the moment the said states shall have made known th'ir T rmal aO> 
oeptance thereof, they shall have the rightti and obligations which emanate from it. 

Avr. 12. This treaty shall continue in fail force for the period of fifteen years, to be 
reckoned from the day of this date; and at the end of this j)eriod any one of the oou- 
tractiug parties shall have authority to terminate it on its part by anuouncing it to the 
others twelve months previously thereto. 
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Abt. is. The exchange of the ratifications shall take place ia the city of Lima witbia 
thft pi ricMl of two years, or Booner, If it be pOMible. 

In testimony whereof, we, the uiuierKlfrned, ministers pleriipot.'ntiary, sit^^n the prcfl'^nt 
aDtl seal it with our rt^pective kniIs, iu Lima, thi« twenty-tiiird day of Juuuury, iu the 
yme of oar Lofd one tbouiaikd elgbt hondnd and Kixty - H \ • • . 

P. A. HKKRAN. 

.JUAN UE LA CHUZ BENAVENTB. 
MANUEL M()N'n\ 
JLS1X) AROSKMKNA. 
VI> ENTE FiKDKAHITA. 
JOSfi O. PAZ SOLDAN. 
ANTONIO L. aOZMAN. 



iGacIosnre No. 2. — TranslatioD.] 

In the nnme of Ooil : Tlic stites of America, which, agreeably to the treaty of union 
and iiilianct,' of thbi uame date, have allied themselves for^uudry objects, being represented 
by the pleiiipoteQtiari68,who subscribed the sidd treaty, and having exchanged tbelr re> 
ept'clive powers, found to be in due form, to wit : Salvador, by Don I't^tlro Alcantara 
Herraa ; the United States of Yeoezuela, by Don Antonio Leoo^io Guzman ; the United 
States of Colombia, by Don Jnsto Aroaemena ; Bolivia, by Don Jnan de la Crna Benavente ; 
Chili, by Dun Manuel Montt ; Kcundur, by Don Vicente Piedrabita ; and Peni, by Doo 
Jo86 Oregorio Paz Soldan, have agreed upon the following stipulations : 

Abholb 1. The high contracting (mrties solemnly bind themselves not to commit hostil- 
Itieaagaintfe each other, even by way of oompult^ion, and novar to resort to the nae of 
arms as a nu>ans of settling their controverKiej<, which may arise from acts not compre- 
hended iu tlie coma foederis of the trcjity of dofouiiivo ulliaucc sii^ued ou thia dutf. Ou the 
contrary, they will employ exclusively j)eaceful me;ms to terminate all these controventeSt 
submitting to the decision of :ni uliitcr, without appeal thi P lioiu, when they cannot 
settle them in any other^mauuer. l iie controversies respecting bouudiiries are included ia 
this stipulation. 

AiiT. 2. When the parties interested cannot agree upon the appointment of tho arViiter, 
thiii will be done by a special a.si>embly of plenipotentiaries natued by the cunttmtiog 
nations, and equal In number, at least, to the majority of said nations. The meeting 8hall 
be licld in t)i ' territory of any one of the nations nearest to the intonated OOOS which the 
one which liiHt tiulicited said appointment may designate. 

AmT. 3. Whenerer, when the selection of the arbiter may be aollcited, as provided in 
the foregoing article, the assembly of plenijwtentiaries shall liive met, in the numl>er pre- 
viously determined, of which aiticle 10 of treaty of union and alliance speaks, and signed 
on this date, it will belong to said assembly to make the said appointment 

Art 4. If one of the contnuting juirtiea should refuHe or avoid the appointment of (he 
arbiter, the other may have rccourbe to the other governments of the allied states, which 
will take into oonsidenttion. each one for itself, the interpretation of the case, and will 
ci)i!< ;ivor to induce the resistant party to comply with the stipulation contained in u: tic!e \. 

Abt. 5. When the parties interested shall not have previously determined upon the 
manner of proceeding, in ordw to discuss their rights, it will be the duty of the arbiter 
to determine the proce<lure. 

Abt. 6. Each one of the contracting parties binds itself to prevent, by all the means 
which may be within its reach, the preparation or collection of materials of war In Ita 
territory, the enrolling or recruiting of persons, or the fitting out of vensels to operate 
hoRtilely against any one of the other powers which have HuhRcrit>ed and joined in thia 
treaty. They also bind themselves to prevent the emigrants or political refugees from 
abusing their aaylom by cooai^Mog agalnat the gOTommeat of the ooBntiy whonoa they 

came. 

Art 7. When the said emigrants or political refugccK hhall give just cause of complaint 
to the power whence they come, or to another bordering upon the one where they dwells 
they tihall be removed to a ilistnnc' from the frontier suthripnt t o iII-^ikI every fear, when- 
soever the power thus threatened shall bolicit the iiitervcuiioa ot the latter, with document^ 
aiy proofs. 

Art. 8. The high contracting parties bintl thomselvea not to permit the transit of 
troops, of arms, aod of implemeats of war across tbeir teriitory, when destined to operate 
against any one of them. 

Art. 9, The contracting parties in the s-unc manner bin 1 themselves not to permit the 
vessels or squadrons of nations which may Us at war with any one of those subscribing to 
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tbe t>re«ent treatj to provide tbemfelvea \n their portu with ariiclee which are contrithand 
of war ; nor to permit the p pairing of their v«'!<i*cls-of-wur, nor even that they fh ill 
establish thcmMilves in the said porUi to prey upon the nation with which they way he la 
m ttate of war or of opeo ho«tility. 

Art, 10. Till' liigh contractinjj parties will gollclt, ctillt otivfly or separately, of ths 
other btutis who have been invited tu the {>n-tiint coii^rrchK, ihcir adhetiiuu to this treaty; 
And from the moment tlie Raid Ktiites shall have manifei-ted to all of theiu their fortuat 
acceptance then of, they (-hall have tlu' riglits ;iiid oblijiutions whii h nnm it»- !h< refrum. 

Art. 11. 'Ihin tri-nty sliall rotitimie in lull force for the term ol littfen years from tbd 
day of the datf h r- uf ; und at the expiration of that period any one of the o<iitractiog 
parties will 1m- uutlii>riz« <i[r(>r itself to.termiiutte it, by glriog notice thereof to theothen 
twelve luouthH beft>rehauU. 

Abt. 12. The exchange of the niitfleatlong o! this treaty shall take place in the city of 
Lima within thf jxrii d. f twi ynrs. or sooner if it be p«>s>ible. and it will have ita effeCtC 
among the parties who shall «lo t«o iis soon as they Rball have executed the fiame. 

In testtmony whereof, we, the undersigned plenlpotentiarfes^slgn the present, and seal It 
with Otir rct^pective seals in Lima. r>n this twenty-third day of the month Of Janoaiy, ia 
the 7<ar of our Lord one thousaud eight hundred and sixty-five. 

P. A. HBRRAlff. 

ANTONIO L. GFZMAN". 

JUAN DE LA CHUZ ijENAVENTE. 

MANUEL HOKIT. 

VK^ENTE IMKnnAniTA. 

JOSE a. PAZ SOLDAM. 

JUsTTO ABOZfiMENA. 



^ Romero to ' Mr. Seward* 

[TVaiutelloo.] 

Mexican Legation to the United Stated. 

Ncia York, September H, 1865. 

M|t. Sbcbbtaby : I have the boDor to remit to jon a copy of No. 95 of the 

*' official newspaper of the government of the State of Tabasco," of tlie 20th 
July last, w liicli camn to my hands a .'^linrt timo pinco, in wliieli you will see 
the conp-atulatiun wliicii the <;nvenior ot" that Stat'' rtiMns-^cd on that name date 
of July to tbe cousul of tbe L uited States at Saii Juan Bautista ou tbe leruiiu- 
ation of the civil war in this country, iiuuiifeBtiog at the eame time his Borrow 
for the assnHdination of Preaident Lincoln. 

It is .satisfactory to me to send you this cnmmnnication, as proof of the pym- 
pathiea which the .Mrxican people have lor the people of the United States; of 
the sorrow with which they heard of their mi><fortuue8, and of the rejoicing with 
which they celebrate their victories, well undentaoding that circumstances had 
become so complicated that the fate of the two peoples might ho considered 
as identified, and that events fivoring the United Btates ooula not be lesa than 
favorable to the caut^e of Mexican nationality. 

I avail of thia^ occasion to reuew to you, Mr. Secretary, the assurances of my 
most .distingnished consideration. 

M. B03CEE0. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, Sfc. 



[Encloenre No. 1.— Translation ] 

[From the Boletin Official of Tabasco, vol. 1, No. 95, July 20, 1S65.] 

MsxiCAX EcpCBUO, Political ako Militart 

QovmncBMT or tbs Sran or Tabasoo, 

San Juan Baututa, Jufy 4, IS ^5. 
Ma. CoxsuL : The kindred people of this continent, united in the lovely bonds of de- 
mocracy, ought to share untoally in ita joys and its Borrows. For this reason Mexioo will 
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aver depToie tiM onfortiin»te erent of the Utb of April lost, the dmth of fbe fltaitrions 

champion of liberty, in the city of Washinrrton. F t tlin rt^;i<'in will Mexico fnrcrot her 
past mLifortuDes, in the midst of her preocut triuU, aud ojogratulate the great and heroic 
people of the United Statet on tbi« day of f loriotis memory. 

Aiw( t, then, Mr. Consul, on tliis liiv flu- annivi^tsary of«that niiKpiclon'^ f1r>v ^ben' 
your auoebtors proclaimed their independence in the city of Philadelphia — my eincore con- 
gratolationH, as a private Individual, and as the representative of tbie State, of wboee 
symputhii s I l.t licve mvhelf on this occai^ion the most faithful ititcrprrti-r. 

Accept also, in the name of your government, the demou^trationft of esteem and good 
vrlll frttm the garrison of this place, who have lilndred lentiments. and trust that Hezioa 
in p<'n»'ral, and Tabasco in jartictilur, will be wurfhy nn'mlnTS of the prcit d'THOcratic 
family that people the world of Columhua, in spite of the mean strategy now used to 
divide ns. 

I make vowf? to Providence for the happiness of the United Sttitee, and pray that the 
ire the great republic has ju8t conquered at such a great sacrifice may last long, for the 
g Hxl of humanity. * • 

You will pleue Aooept, on th1« acomint, tb« usnnaoeB <rf mj paiMoal ofteem and ocin« 

Bid era! ion. 

Ilepuhlic and liberty ! &in Juan Bautista, 4th of July, 18C5. 

O. MENDEZ. 

Lkok Alejo Torri, UrM Offieer, 

B. Sandsbs, 

OmmA ti lh$ United 8Utm at Oil jmr^, prmnt. 



[Enclosure No. 2. — Translation.] 

COKSITLATE or THE United States, 

SanJuanBauti!(^,Jidy4,lHCt5, 

Sn : As the accredited agent of my nMvemment at this capital, I give you my moi^t 
•incere thanks for the eloqueut and expressive homage olTer<Ml in \ dhf cunimunicalion of 
this morning to the memory of our decea.sed and patriot Pre.sidcut. who fell beiieatli the 
bandi} of that mont ignoble of criminals — an assatvsin ; and at the mttio time, aa a citiiscu 
of the United Stataa, and in the name of that people, I give thanks t<> you, and through 
ynii to all the I ifizens of this Slate who may favor the democratic constitutional system, 
sincerely feli 'iuliii^j them on the anniversary uf our national independence. 

Let it l>e perniitle l to me to assure your exeelleucy that with sentiments of the purest 
pralificAtiou and infinite Kntihfiu ti"U I will make known to t lie government at Washing- 
ton that Mexico, forgetliug uu this day her misfortunes and calamities, sends her on the 
wings of the moroing frcsii proofs of her brotherly friendship, and reminds her oooe more, 
In th*^ midst of her afflictions and calamitieSg of her eteroal attachment to demociatio 
principles. 

It Is very proper that two sister repobties of the New World should rejoice on the 

hnppy termination of our giant war, as it must be ad-nitted that if the integrity and unity 
of our republic had been destroyed, tea years would not elapee ere the new hemisphere 
would again fall under the dominatUm of the Old World. This day, ttironghont all 
cIk iiit of the United States, the grandest spectacle ever witnessed by man is gazed on with 
admiration : a nation of thirty millions of inhabitants, who were yesterday at war among 
tbemseWes, pardoning and fonretting the animodlties engendered by dvil war, this day 
reunit<* in tlieir respective ( itivh :uid districts, unanimously cheering iu solemn utler.me, 
which will tesound forever ; aud as the rainbow is a witness of ^^armony between earth 
and heaven, so will this day he held by ail the ix^ople of the United States as a guarantee 
of peace l)etween cfist ami west, north and sinith. by all genenitions to come 

Let us then rejoice on the complete restoration of the Union, which, by ai&xiug the 
sea) of ezperienoe to the declarations of the wise men who eighty-nine years ago Uid the 
foundation-stone of the great transatlantic republic, dumonstrates to the universe that our 
system of government can sustain, and remain unhurt, astiaults which would destroy the 
very fouudatioa of any nation not basc<l upon democratic principles. Let us rejoice, 
therefore, in the triumph of the indestructible Constitution in its pristine vigor, for it has 
opened a new era in th<! hif»toryof reinibliein government, vindicating ibagaiust the bitter 
jeering of the monarchists of the Old World, who idly hoped we would perish ignomiu- 
iously in our civil war a short time ago raging with incomparable fury. 

Let us tbrioe three ttmes njokse in the glorious proofs of the last jean, iMcaiue fhey. 
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In nnion wUh the procioiis rcvolntionary memories of 1776, hnvo ad<led more splendor tad 
fame to thi» day ofl one of thuee of jubilee for the defendcrH of lilxirty and uf profzjeM 
throo<|rbont theirorlcf ; beomie another tnuroio); dawns, advancing towar(i£ high noon. 

Miiy G(h1 protttt und defend the republics of the New World. 

Pie,tse to accept the expression of my moat distinguiahed cotuideration and re<:poct. 

B. H. SAMJKBS. 

0, GmiOBio Ifmniz, 



Mr, Rcmero to Mr, Seward* 

tXranalatioo.} 

Mexican Lboatioitin thb Umthd Ptatks op Amrrtca, 

WasJiington, lOfh >>f O.-tolnr, 1865. 

Mr. Secretary : I have the honor to send you, for tiic iulurrnatiou of the 
government of the United States, the docuinenta, translated into Enghdb, men- 
tioned in tbe index annexed, Telating to public evmits whieh have taken place 
in Mexico. They relate to divers events* places, and timeg, and thuir reading 
COntrihutes to frivc an of what in jiH^r^ing in that repnhlie at dirtVrt nt ju-nods. 

I avail ray.^t'lf of the occai^ion to renew to jou, ilr, becrutarjr, the u^tiurances 
of my most diutiuguished cousideration. 

M. BOMERO. 

Hon. WiUJAM H. Sbwabd» ^e.^ 4[e., 4v. 



Ma. ^ <hieeumiUinMmlHidiifa*MakaHl«gatiM to th» Deptrtmmt 8taU ^ Urn Umtti 
St<ites, and umtati to 4$ mU ^ October 10, 1866, in ntotiam to tmto whekhtm^eeurrwivt 

Mexico. 

No. 1. Governor Ortega to the people of Paebla, Febrnary 18, 1864. Proclamatioa 
calling upon the people of the State to defend the State. 

No. 2. General Alvarez to the people of tin- State of Guerrero, May 4, 18f^4. Procla- 
mation. — Arrival of tbe French ^uadron at Acapalco. — Blockade of thatpurtb (See for 
thiii proclamation No. 7, miHtary operadona In the aouthem dlvMon.) 

No. 3. General Vega to Lozuda Anipudiaaod Ftutvodi, May 16, 1864. Lettere vefinfog 
to recognize tbe authority of Maximilian. 

No. 4. General Lanberg to General Trias, and Wi reply, April 3, 1864. Letter inviting 
hbn to recognize the empire, and his reply in the mgative. 

No. 5. General Uraga to Mes8ieur8 Caserta and othera, June 18, 1864. Lettor declaring 
thai iie will always make war agaiuvt France. 

No. 6. Tbe republican army to General Uraga, Jane 10, 1864. They tender him a r&b» 
of confidence aiiii suik him to continue in command of the army ai general-in-' hief 

No. 7. General iiiva I'alacim* to hib atuiy. Circular respecting the amtluct uf the 
French army, and ordering repriaals. 

No. 9. General Curtinaii to the ]K-ople of MatamoiM, AngUlt 21, 1864. Proolamatioo.— 
Attack upon Matamorai Ity the French forces. 

No. 0. General Doblado to the Cburitr dt$ Stoto CMi, October 8, 1864. Letter giving the 
lie to reports publiBhed hy wdd journal. 

No. 10. Geueral Doblado to the J^'ew York Herald, October 18, 1864. Letters explaining 
hte pretended return to Mexico. 

No 11. General Garcia to hi^ i^nhordinatet, Joly SO, 1866. drddar.— DcpiedatiCU 
committed by the French on the east cooat. 

No. 13. The gcTernor of flonma to the people of that State, Maidi 80, 1866. ftoda- 
mation.— Invaaion of Sonoia by the French^ ilt eoemlea. 

A trae copy : 

F. D. MACIN, 
Stcond Secreiary <j/ LegtUim, 

WaaKorann, OMotr 10, 1866. 



Digui^uu uy Google 



DIPLOMATIC COBBESPONDENCE. 



647 



No. 1. 

■ [Translfttion.] 

The gopernor md mUkary eommimdtr <^ the State of Puebla to iU inhabUantn. 

Fft.i/>w OmTKHs : T Rin sent nmonff yoa by order of the Pupreme constitutional govern- 
ment, whose hope, as well a8 my own, U that you will shake uiT the forciga yoke which 
opprefiMS uid bamlUfttes you. 

It wa« thouplit '-xptMHent that he who at a periotl of trial and peril wield-'d to ynnr sntis- 
fwtloD the dmtinies of y«ur State, and who received oa a subsequent occasion your sponta- 
neoiM mfihmtee for the mm* oaallied podtlon, dioald be the bearer of the mandate of the 
Dntion. Yon n'cot^'nizfd In .a bcrnming manner, in the midst "f f!"'- f rnu ritfition of vio 
leut pafisious, tiiat law, reason, and progress were the natural tendencies of humanity. 
He tboa acquired » popular right to addrew yon, sad In virtue of that right I trust hie 
wortl8 will have due weight : hut nmn^ t]ian this, he now eddrimw yott in the luuneof 
truth, and leaver you to be the Judges of his sincerity. 

The two principles whfdi were etratrgling for motaal deetniotlofi in the moral order of 
things came linally to establish their hostile camps on the soil of the country, fttid the par- 
tisaos of progress and those of retrogression, each in defence of their opinions, appealed to 
•rms to decide tiie oonteet. Varlone were the fortones of war: bttt victory rested flnally 
with the champions of reform. In their despair the vaiitiiiished sought refuge nt the court 
of Napoleon, seeking assistance and laying at the feet of the Hmi>eror the land of theit 
birth end the government of their cmintry. They thought to avenge themselves and to ob> 
tain poesefwion. by the aid of a foreign power, of the control of the government. The 
dergy hoped by the same mcAus to gain pofweM^ion of the confiscated ohurah property, and 
recover the prentigc they had lost by the progress of reform. 

Thiri situation of Mexico, falsely represented to Napoleon, aronsed his ambition, and the 
dftpiiv to j?«in in the territory of our country a compennation for those countriin of Kiirr>p« 
which he had failed to acquire from the neijfhlKiring Suites, and decided him to «eud au 
•rmyof invat«ion, whose object was first concealed by the ''Convention of Liondon," and 
subsequently by proclamations, in which ht>^ di si;.'n« were vi ih^d under the pretext of 
bringing aUjut a moral reform and iuaugiiratii)g a " human itariau redemption" of the 
people of Mexico. 

In Ihi.s manner he opened a wide field to the hopes of the re.iction party, of the clergy, 
and of a ceitaio class of men disposed to receive with favor the unknown future, when it 
oomes in the form of novelty and grandeur. Permit me, fellow-dtisens, to make a oom* 
parif in li' twcen the results of what is friUt'd intervention and its p4impouR promises 

The tirnt act of the invading army was to break the engagements made solemnly in the 
** convention do la Soledod," ** to r^re to the post it occupied before thecondnrion of tiiat 
ooovention." 

It lent its coonteoance to the rtactionestat in inaugurating a provisional government in 
Oriaobo, compoasd of partisans of that fhctton. 

It :vdmitt4;d, hut in a htiniiliating manner, the armed forcetof this fiwstloil Into tti IBOkSt 
and keepii them there in the same humiliating subjection. 

In theorder of the day of the 17th May, after giving due praise to the garrison of Pcnbla, 
fbry < 1)lige<I the stafT and Commissioned offioen to march on foot as prisoneti of war, and 
finally expatriated them. 

Od reaching the capital they caused two " juntas" to be formed, which, by superior order, 
dt^Un d tliat the country should con.stitute itself under the form of au empire, and tbottha 
emperor should be Maximilian, or such other as Napoleon should elect. 

It establfafaed the pillory, to the dl^race of Mexico, of France, and of dvilisaUoa. 

It caused multitodes of Meikoos to be esecnted dally, under sentenoe of FModb oomt- 
martial. 

It obliged the so-called " rogeucy " of the empire to pass a dccrco declaring effective tho 
laws of reform, and established a Protestent ohapel, to wound more seosibty the intemti 

of the clergy. 

It kept the so-called regency in alMiolute " pupilage," and the participation of this "ally" 
is apparent in all the public acts of that body. 

Til'- clergy, wounded in its dearest interests, ha.<? withdrawn itself firom the reactionistw 
• orf wiiich it was the principal nucleus. It has atteuiptcil to divide the great liberal ()art, 
by efforts to withdraw from it some of its meet influential members. It cannot be denied 
that theRe are the most notfible acts of the "army of Inva-siim," which have plact'<l it in 
the lalse position it occupies In the country it pretends to domineer over. It does uot co- 
operate or sympathize with the teadendes of tlie prindpol fiwHoui or parties, and still !«•• 
with those of tlie nation. 
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At eliort distancea from the posts occupied hj the Freach armies are found diviitioBB of 
independent troops, or bands of gaerillas ; and such has become Its impotency that ft b 

nuublo to intiiuidiito eren the robbers who infest the vicinity of the garrison. 

Persisting in their error, gome men may continue to hope that in the course of time (an 
impossibility in the nature of things) the intervention will come to favor the national in* 
tcrests ; but the address of the Emperor at tli> ■ niij^ -f thf Chambers hiis destroyed the 
last and must distant hope cf traitors. He hii? fornmlly declared " tliat the 8*crifif-fa 
•which Frame hi\» made will be amply repaid," ami "that the Mexican war, which was 
commenced to vindicate the h<morof France, will end Iqp insuring her Interests." One 
must be i]< [)rlved of common pensc. and clostitatc of every noble and generous s^'ntinunt, 
to hope, attci buch a dn. huatiuu of tlie French Emperor, that the intervention can ever be 
£svoralde to the true interests of Mexico, since the only object seems t<» be to secnre the 
Interests of Franc** On the other hand, when we examine the jK)sition i\f thr " nrmy of 
invasion," we at uiicc pirceivo that It has no base in our country, fur the re^ison that it 
favors no Ic^^itini ktt- iiiterests. Still lexH can it be said to have one in France, for the op- 
position which tin- l>nperor has aroused by the war in Mexico Juig obliged him to dc( lare 
his real inteotiuus, iis we have seen in that scutence just quoted. Least of all cau there be 
found a base in the tendencies or interests of England, or Spsin, or of the United States, 
for they arc all in opf>n opposition to the projects of the Emperor. 

NotwithbtanUiug tbe ooitstant and cynical eagerness with which the imperiaiista seek to 
exaggerate tlie progress of interrentlon, with the Intention of deoeiYing both Fraooe sod 
the Emperor, and of asserting the intention of Maximilian to come to Mexico with the ob- 
ject of giviog consistency to the imperial project, public opinion lias pronounced its ine» 
orable sentence against intervention and its agents, and this opinion will angment in^ 
menst'ly the luunhor-^ of the fctiders of independence. It will create new ohstaelcs to 
the plans of Napoleon, and every hour as it passes is ringing the knell of the imperial 
canse. The sword has ne^er Tanqnlshed publio opinion — tiie sovereign of the world ; as 
f-he vaii([iii>lu'd the invaders in the mountains of Guadalupe and iu the street*, of Piiebla, 
80 shall she be victorious in a thousand battles. We will triumph to-da/ as we will tri- 
nmph to-morrow, for the iMttle-fletd Is now familiar to ns, and we have learned, both 
morally and iiliysically, how to endure the hardshipH of war, while we respect, iiniitiKt the 
thtinder of arms and the din of battle, civil and individual rights. If every llexican is 
boand to repel - the stigma of treason, the noble sons of Puebla are doubly bound to do io 
fiom the ;;a]lant deeds of May 5 and April 25, which have nised within her territory last* 
ing monuments to the glory of her citi/x^ns. 

■ To arms, sons of Puebla ! At the shout of Long live our constitution and independence! 
Long live the bravo General Diaz, commander-in-chief of the line of the east! let OS 
mareh to h^le. God, reason, and jnsUoe defend our noble caune. 

FERNANDO MAEIA ORTEGA 

^ ,OAZAOk; Wuaty 18, 18M. 

, • j#iwiji |c ig ltf tf Jfo. 2 4m No. 7, ICr. Obiy't operations In the southern division.) 
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[IVanilatioii.] 

V " Bah BivAS, KM 16, 1804. 

Mt DbAK OFNiBAii : I have just received, by the favor of General Don Bomnlo D. de la 
Yega, the enclosed letter from his esoellenqr Qeneral Don Juan IL Almonte, to be forwarded 
to yon In the safest manner. . 

I request, as a particular iavor, that the reply to this letter, as well as thai to the one 
encln<!od. may be for%varded as early as possible, SO that the letter to Qeneral Almonte may 
reach its destination without delay. , 

I beseech yon give a fitvomble reception to the proposition of oo*oper«tion with flie plans 
of General Almonte, for In so doing you will render a signal pervice to the country, and 
a ver? great one to me peispoally ; for, in that event, I shall be spared the painful duty 
of commencing operations against your department, where I^woold preCer acting the part 
of n ftiend rather than that of aa enemy. 
Your obedient servant,' 

3IANIIEL liOZADA. 

8enor General Don PLsins^TipA. 
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Sah Francisco, AUa California, May 15, 1864. 

BiR : Tour letter, dated Teplc, March 16, wm reoeived three days rinoe, ooTei ing several 

others — one, you iaform me, from S«nnr Almonte, Ac, Ac. 

I bclit vu you have boen fasciiiAted by the influi'nce of certain men, who, to gmtifjr 
their mc-aa Hod contemptible paeeions, have invoWed Uexlco in nil the horrors of a national 
war — have given their countennnce to a monarchy irTi|>()>K.'d on aM by foreigners— aud that 
thlr" illiiHiou alone has ma<lu you believe in good^aith that the only object of the int<^r- 
vention \a the happiness and prosperity of our people, without attiu.-kin^ our nationality 
and independenc(^ Hut actti upeak louder than sednetlve hmcnage and tlattering theories, 
Snd thfy are in lla^rant contradiction to tin- hopes you have been led to entertain. 

To dcmoniitrHte this, I will only touch on two points, the appreciation of which is within 
the compreheDKion of all. The first of these treats of our material, the seooad of our 
religious iuter^-ftM. The first is tlie convention atrree«l to between the Fren< h t'ovfrnnient 
and the so-called monarchical goverument of Moxico. by which it was htijniiated that 
the latter Khali pay to the former the monstrous sum of two hundred and Hcventy millions 
of francs, for expenses of ailrninistration to the month of July next, ami from that lime 
forward an annual allowance of one thou«aud francs for every French soldier, lu addition 
to which, a further sum of twenty^fire millions is made pajrable to Fhince, with the un- 
derRtaiidin'j: that that sum shall be an iiuiemnity for twenty thf)n*in(l Frcu' h troops. 
Fortheraiore, abd independent of the aforesaid sums, Mexico shall pay the expeuseri of the 
war, which will probably be made to amount to a Ikboloas som, which Is to be exacted 
frr in a u'overumeot whldi wIU require many millions lo keep up its mai^floeiice and vain 
ObtentaLiuu. 

It is admitted, beyond doubt, that the basis of all monarcbloal (nstttutfoos is the agsrma- 

dlzeraeut of tin* iirivilcL^- i! cl isses, which constitute the nobilit/, and that this a::c.rr.in- 

diaement is at the co.-^t of the masses — that is to say, by those who by their iadusiry,by 

their obedience, l)y their poverty and their misery, constitute the people. 

Can it be {K'suible that you, a child of the peojile, identifier! with their griefs and tlieir 

sufferings ; that yon, the natural protector of the indigenous race«, the more worthy of 

fnterest that their sofFeringB are the greater— can it be that you hare ranged yourself on 

tlie Bide uf their eneiuics to add to the number of their oppreHsors f Do not, I coi.jure 

you, not in my own, but in the name of this despoiled race, di8ap|)oint, through a ^tal 

error, the hope they cherished In confiding their interests to your keeping. 

o o o o o o'^e o o 

Tlie judgment of the people, freely expressed. Is rarely erroneous where their most 
vital int<TC8t.s are in qucntion. Consult them, and I am convinced you will see thingii in 
•a very different aspect from what you have seen them up to the present time. 

Tliere irt no time f()r indecision. Let m unite as good Mexicans, and we shall s;ive OUT 
ooiiiitry and the native rule, which has everything at stake in tliitt formidable crisis 

This conviction is so profoundly rooted in my heart that no liunian power can change it, 
and for it I am ready to sacrifice my rppwe. my fortune, and my life. What I am ati'l 
what merit I may possess I owe to my country. My love for it is a religious devotion. I 
have Arm confidence that all those who, from an error of judgment, but with honest inten- 
tions, have given their nllie^ion to the intervention, will promptly abjure their errors, 
and, placing themselves under the flag of their country, will pledge themselves to ita 
protection. 

It 18 true that some incidents of the war hnve been unfavorable to onr arms, but I 
SBBure you that the national party has great power, particularly among the native classes 
of all the frontier states. We have the sympathy of all df ilised nations, inclnding a 
cnnsiilerable majority of tho Freaih themselveaf aod OUT oauflo will trinmph, for justice 
and reason are the pillars of strength. 

ConvlDee yooraeif of these tratlis, reflect on them without prejudice, and I doubt not 
ynn vex 1 1 :i lopt my kUsM. When that shall be the case I shall be very happy to hear from 
you again. 

• I haiw the honor to be your obefflent servantk 

PIAdDO VEOA. 

Don Maxi kl Ijotkvk, Tepie. 

To a similar letter Irom Don Jos6 de Casanoya we have a spirited reply from Qenersl 
Vega : 

Q inre t Fiys^t ntpt mm. 

SeBor Josft Oasuuiova, .Vaico : 

Sir ; I>y compnrint^ th - (hit<^ you will pen eive that theie has been A delay In thersOSp- 
tion of tlie letter of February 27, to which X now reply, 

• • •••••• 
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Onco for all, I aKflurc yon that not even the eloquence of Cicero would llliBw tO MWdtato 
from my breast my love of mj country and of republkaa principles. 

I pdM over unnoticed your obserraftoni which refer to the intvnrention, n didhied, aiv 
conJin;? to your appreciation of it, with, perhaps, the pious deaire of controlling your own 
services, ratlicr than in the hope of leading me to drink of the fountain of tre^ison ; but I 
find myself compelled to refute certain aiwertions without foundation, and dtcpel doubts 
which raiftbt riee to imputotions and illueioos, either real or aTDWjed, in ooatiadictioawfth 
iDf true MatimeotB and derogatory to my poblio chasacter. 

O • • • 0 O 9 • 

Wheo yon admit that yoa knew my Rentiments, I am snrprlsed that, in the present gtata ■ 

of thin^^s. you should urfjc me to accept the raoTiiirchical system, which yon linow I ahlior ; 
and. more tlian this, Imve the audacity to accuse me of tlie intention of geKri-^utiag a 
portion of the ooantry, and plado^ it under the dominion of a foreign governm<^nt. 

I never made use of language which involvetl such a thought, nor gave occasion to snp- 
poHe that there existed in my bosom such a wish. My public life sufficiently proves ibii 
a.sM-rtion. for never for a moment have I deviated from the principle that death was pr^ 
ferahle to the loss of our natiooality and independence ; nw] th-.it wIumi all nf savin? 

the one or preserving the other should fiiil, better becomu a member of any of the Ameri- 
can republics than be tho vaaaat of a despot of decrepit Europe. 

I doubt not that the constitutional governor of Zicatecas, General Gonzales Ort<»ga, will 
be highly gratified at the ooutemptuuus manner in which you speak of him, when aware 
that such langaage comes from an eikemy of his country. 

I cfincliide. as8uring you that, as I li i l the honor and satisfaction of hoing one of 
those who filled the ranks of the army corps that marched on Tuebla, now, mote than ever, 
I will anzIouKly 6y to unite myself to the corps that will take tho initlattve against tht 
city of Mexico. 

Your obediedt servant. 

PLACIDO YBGi. 

General Ampudia, another traitor to anything jii?t, bonc«t or liberal, next trie<l his hand 
at gaining over the noble Vega. Among other argumentti in favor of the empire he nt^cd 
the following : ** What a glorious prospective for our country, so worthy, from its favored 
position, to nink among tlie greatest nations of the earth! Let ns ask o»iTN»dvts frankly, 
with our hands to our hearts, could we entertain such flattering anticipations, governed M 
we havo hitherto been by m^n without antecedents deserving of respect, without wisdoa 
experlenos or proUtji in the never-ending changes of soandalons revolntions." 

OmmA Vigtt*» to A m ft i ii a, j 

8nt: It would be vain for me to conceal the just and profound iadlgDsMoo I felt oo rmd- j 
ing your letter of tlu' 27t!i of February, at the picture yon draw of youri^lf in th«* character 
of the new ideas you have adopted. The republican general, the cliampion of reform, coOr 
verted into a panegyrist of monarchical institatlonsl mdwkgiktliUiimtmirpriwijf. iitos 

ba^ aJul'iUir of the prince whom foreign hai/anfts are a tk m pU n f f» Mjpotf Ml Jf«W0.* iMtU^^it 
JMopU barltnafi hu tuHtrd/or the tcga qf a courimn 1 

I witl not attempt to refute, seriously, the theory you develop on the expediency of estab* 
lii«)iing a monarchy, not only in Mexico, but over all the American continent^ — a <nieritioQ 
which has exhausted the minds of politicians and writers of the firet order. It ii« eahy to 
see that you have undertaken this ta«k, so much above your capacity, fur the purpose 
only of giving pnxjfs of your seal in the service of your new master, and kMSOlog thedi»- 
trust there must be felt towards an oHtiqmUtd demoent atfiw^ to lAs jMut V efiMny atthtum 
court. 

As to this, however, the monaichy oiP Msxtmilian 111 worthy of partisans and diamploos 

like yourself. 

/ ryect unlh indu/natim the pofilion and the potcer ym offer me. My honor and my atnxienet, 
vhkh have never been told or taerijiced, are above all the temjHationa which you can offer. 

If I have di-rivcd satisfaction fnmi flw cxerc i-;e of authority, it has only been from the 
reflection that tliis authority cmanat<:d from the popular voice, and implied an appreciation 
of my services on the part of my fellow-dtisens, who have repaid with usury my devotion 
to tin' defence of thi ir ri'^'hts. If you, on account of your advanced aje and instafiMu of i/mir 
prinajfla, have pr^erred comfort aad repose, though on a dunghUl, to the ttrvggUn, the sufferxngt and 
tke pri0^ion$ eomegeimf on lAc lAiUeni and proUtngei eemtml fMrk Aiffnat tuditmd parljf it ddit- 
mined tn sn-'ftnti iigiinnt the foreign enemy, 1, on the other haud, feel, in unison with my unse of diiputg 
and the conviction what it my duty, tuj^ient energy to con^t>al thete obttaclee, and, \f neceuary, tt 
lay doum my Itft, provided 1 can carry to thegnut « nssM mtmOiid by dithonor, aHikamtowt 
cMdrm a t^foqf mitanmkti tgfnirmm. 
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Shoald my haiKnage, at tint sight, appear too Tfralent and depredative, reflect that It 

has betiri provoked on your part by the flaarrant ioHalt implied in your contompt'.bie propo- 
Bition by which yoa attempt to danle me with treaaonable oflbn of rank, oflke, md aa 
elevated position. ' 

B»d tiiore been any antecedents ia-mj pakm life which could svihorize yonr nidrcflrfng 
tne Buch dishonorable propoeitiong, my reproachne would ho lew enerpretir ; huJ I priih mt/- 
tdf Uuit my pott career is tetthoui bUmith, and you were bound to reaped it, Ji m evidaiU Uuit Um u not 
Iktfinttttumm where you have ehown a wad !^/mfgmmi. 
Toot obedient wrvaat^ 

PLACIDO VEQA. 

This fwvere " Bettirr " to Ampadia Wan not, it Feems, pufficient to dump the imperial 
ardor of the miser^blu Parrudi. who was the next to ueud a friendly but very alMurd inrita* 

tlott to Qenecal Yega to taka aide with MarimtHan. Wocaaonlj give tholmdlng points of 

Oeneral Vega'* rK^y to ParrodL 
o • ••••o« 

But Tour criminal defection being confirmed by yonr own hand, I can only follow tiie 
inspirations of my own character and listen to the voice of duty in ffnkuirj your name from 
off the roll of men worthy of my etteem. I deplore the error I hare committed, iu my estmia- 
tton of you, in attributing to yondvlo Tlrtuee which jw did not po iMM . 

From this dny forward I look upou you at a traitor and an enemy of my ccntntry. 

Were there room for a i)elicf that you bad embraced in good faith the ideas which you 

now profeei, tiieio would be something worthy of rwpect in tU* change, hat tba language 

of Toor letter doea not admit of that Boppoeidon. 

o o*e •••• 

It behmgi to hisloiy to qmffiiy eoeh oondoet, and tiie Jodgment wDl be the 

that tho inconstancy of your conduct is th»^ more fltigrant. 

▲s to myself, as a true lover of my country, and uncompromising on everything which 
maj wound her dignity or be in oppoeltloa to her complete unity of action, / AM 
ttrugglt, mihmU ceasing, in dtfencejof our nationalUy, brulaUy and xgnominiowsly atlirly'l f-y France. 

Fortunately the element^i to sustain the contest are every day l)ecoming more consider- 
able and more formidable, as also is the prestige of the constltntioDal government d4i!y 
gaining ground, however much traitors may pretend to the contrary ; but if. in~t' ml of 
this lieiog the case, the national cause were wealiened and on the point of succumbing, 
I feel within myself safBdent flrmnen of purpose to prefer being Involved in the wreck of 
our political liberty to accepting tho yoke of a foreign dominatiou. My liinguage, I 
acknowledge, is harsh, but it is the expre>ssion of my honest sentiments, and I should feel 
that I had been wanting in my duty to myself as well as to my ooonlry were I to attempt 
to oooomI or extenuate them by wotds which expressed them with less energy. Should 
yon, recognizing the error you have momentarily fallen into, rally to the side of all true 
McxicanH. and fulfd the sacred duty every man owes to the country of his birth, I shall 
have l:i> it siitinfaction in reoogidalng in yon a aan worthy of my highest esteem. Until 
this shall be the case, there can exist hftweon us no oth^r rflation than hu<1\ m may OOODT * 
between persons destined to battle for priucipius diametrically opposed to cuicli utiior. 
Toor obedient lemmti 

PIACIDO VEQA. 



No. 4. 
[Translation.] 
Qamal Loa^fterg to Omttal IHu, 

Mbxioo, Apri! 3, IHCi. 

>Ty DifmNOrTjmrD Frixkd and CouvAmoTt : In onr last Interview at Toluca we spoke at 
length coucoruiug the dissatisfaction which was caused by the conduct of the oonstitntlonal 
government. We now see that we were right in deploring it, because your antecedents 
and mine were far distant from such intrigu«<. You, my friend, are a man educated in 
Europe, consequently you profesH more intt'lligent ide4« dintinct from the general run of 
our army, and I have made this rvruong otlu r ol^Ker rations to the present genemMn-chiof 
of ihfs Franco- Mexican army. The idea of the intervention and the near approach of the 
installation of a constitutional monarchy in Mexico are now inevitable, ray friend, and 
you, being a man who, during the American invasion, knrw how to sacrifice your interest* 
and xidK jonr life for the ooontiy, ought to take oare that she doss not now lose her blood 
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uselessly. Bt-si les, you oii^rht to know the liberal tendenciea and the inteTIipencp of the 
man selected to ait upon the throne of the Astecs, aided, as he is, by a nation like Fnoot^ 
civilized by instinct, 00 that yda need fear nothing for the principles which you ooonm 
in your heart, and which are (i. rnanded by the age in which we Hto. It is an abmrd 
thluK to believe, aft Bomi^ do, that tho conservative party is that which is going to rule 
in Mexico. I, who am here on the principal theatre of occurrences, guarantee to you and 
to every one that the {x^litieal thought and the dominant idea of tho men who are now 
at the front of public nffairs are not either the entlironement of the ancient and retuld- 
traut ideas of tiim-i* ioutr jvist, or the pro%eibiiil disorder and anarchy wbicli have just Ik-q 
overthrown. The priiKi;<loK of a government, liberal aod moderate at tli - '^ ime time, are 
wimt must trituii[]]i in ilekii d, lifwin:' ;it its foundali"n r young monarch who in his early 
ycjirs has drunk in tlu- itii^piratious oi our ceutury, and wLio from conviction holds idea* of 
trae progrees and intelli^'ence. 

ronooniin'j' yonrpi lf, I liave alrofidy spoken to General Hazaine, and given hiu) some 
detailti of the liigh tpialities which iulurn you. He is a gentleman of frank and »iucere 
Ideal ; he aspires to nothing more than to be the &ithAi1 echo of the Tolce of hie goTem- 
D^.ent ; b<' ilf -ires nothing more tliau to see Mexico regenerated, free and happy. The 
truth of his words may be seen aft«r the slightest interview with him, and I cherish the 
hope and conviction that Franco, repreaented by each a man, can have no other intenlieo 
than the noble and hi:mui't:trian oik to which I have referred. 

In virtue of all these circumstances, and In use uf the right which our sincere frieudisUip 
gives to me, I Invite you with all the rfncerity of my soul to follow mj exampl^ 
hoping to co-oporate with your prepti;,'e rin l influence in this St ite in (\-t;\1>'i.shiii^ the 
good institutions which are recognized by thu cities of most imporuuce uf your oouutry. 
Tho«e cbieft and old friends who may deiare to second them you may anore of a umt 
gatisfiicti.ry ;ini honorable result. Althouph unwell, I tliall wiibin a few ilays leave for 
8inaloa, with the object of imprestiing Generals Piacido V^a and Pesquiera with tbe 
same ideas. 

You can send your answer to Mazatlan, directed to Colonel Aleman, of that port, and 
perhaps it will not he difficult for us to have an interview with those gentlemen. I hcQ, 
my friend, that you will meditate well over the contents of this letter, and bo persuaded 
of my good and friendly intentions, fto. 

EMIUO LAMQBEBG. 

General Don Ahqisl Tbias. 

Qmmi IWt Bqif, 

6n : The antecedent! of your public and private life, combined with your fordga 

origin, ou^ht to inllu* nee mc so far as not to cause Ui<- »ny fturpri.«e at the contents of your 
letter, dated in Mexico on the Sdof April last. It ought not certainly to be surprising to 
any one that a man who has looked upon polities as the means of gaining his living, sod 
to whom, having no fixed principles, it is all the same whether he sides with the Guelplis 
or the Obibelines, so long as it does not lessen his profits and that he gets the best pu^i' 
• tton possible, should sell, as yon have done, the sacred cause of natlonsl Independence, 
and should prostrate himself ^t the feet of a clown in the form of a monarch to receive 
the price of his crime in a handful of gold or a glance of favor, which flatters his vauity 
and tlddes bis hopes of reward ; nor should the dishonorable and assiduous energy with 
which you seem to have cmbniced the propagandkm of the wretched band -to which yoa 
belong surprise me in the leimt, because in yonr enrnest solicitude there is an end sought 
for, a result, however infamous and degrading it may be. But that which truly ought to 
surprise and astonish is the stupidity evinced in your selection of persons among whom 
you would pretend to make proselytes; for if the former act shows a man d< prived of 
all virtue, tlie latter reveals the absence of even common sense. Wlieii you did me the 
justice to remember that I have sacrificed my Interests and perilled my life for my country 
■when I believed hcr nationality threatened, you ought not to have brought to mind lho!>e 
evidences of my strict aod boundcn duty in order to deduce from them the consequence 
that I should now be a renegade to my prindples, set aside my dignity, and stain my 
character with a most hateful defection. From those premises arises a deduction diame- 
trically contrary to that which you pretend to establish. ^ I had at any time in my ii^e 
given the slightest proof of weakness In my principles orH>f lukewannness In my patriot- 
ism, the insolent lil . ity uhicli ynn Ikito seen fit to take in addressing me your poor invi- 
tation would in a certain sense have been justifiable ; but to pretend that 1 should be a 
tmltor because I have been a patriot, to desire that I should be converted into a dishoiMik 
man because I have always been honorable, nnd tn invitL- me to aoU my country because 
I love it— theae are ountradictions which uuly the bead of a madman and foul caa 
CQoceiTO. Not irisUog to go into tlio pavtienlan of your letter, I limit myieU t» 
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sayiDg to yon, after what I have alrc»uiy stattid, that I am the same man of 1846 and \8i7t 
to whom Mlfiah interests and life Itadf are as nothing compared to the liberfy of my 
country. 

YouM, kc, 

ANGEL TBIAS. 

Mr. Ekoio LkMavEMQ, MauUcau 



No. 6. 
pnnnslation.] 

JrvK 18. lPfi4. 

Drar Sirs ; I am witisfied that in a(iilres.smg mo your su.irpefitions for avoiding the ellanioa 
of more Mexican blood — tlic t^crifioe being barren, an you nay — or, what in the same tliinj:, 
th *t I should mlhere to the drdei" ff tliiritr- which the EmptTor of the Fri nt li is Hockiuij 
to estahliJ-h in the republic by the force of hi8 huyoueta — you did notcunceive the8lighte«t 
hope that I could yield to so mean a gaggestion. but that you have ioaght for an opporta* 
nity of sowin;^ discord in tho minds of tlu M- worthy Mexicans who !irr hu h«!roically strtis;- 
gliug for the iadepeadeoce of their country, giving circulation to ialbe, supposititioun, aud 
•beurd oommenti respeoting the power and the elements of the national party, end lo th§ 
vil/'f of rulumniet concfming myself. Forttinatt ly these ftttftnpt" an- rendered abortive hy tho 
goo«i stQivm aud the patriotism of the nation, which liaows ita rights and has the will and 
eneii^ to falfll its dntiee. 

I write tliose lin<-s not to give an answer to thoeo whom I consider unworthy, Imt to 
denouDoe their disgraceful machioations, in view of the wise judgment of my fellow* 
citizens. * 

As r»'Lrrirds mypclf, I owe to the confidence of tny frovornment and the brave men who 
share with me the glory of figbtiog for the moet sacred of causes, and, above all, to my 
patriotic confldcnoe, the most solemn and explicit declaration that 1 wttt imtr pud arm mU 
qf iivj hand." until the day in which T ghnU w the peace of my eowUry tolidly and eJfectuaUy tecured, 

Toaching the details contained in your letter would be to mix one's seU with nauseating 
filth. Ihan$ no dmrt to btspaiter myidf in it. 

Brides, gentlemen, you are thoe^e who believe least in what you say. 

To a soldier of the republic, mutilated for the cause of liberty, and trained up from In- 
fancy in the doctrines of ]x»litical independence, no other motto is necessary than this : 
Ifor wife dntt to JWmm ; tear unto dfUh againtt those teho, trtachmmi to the holy cauu of the 
emtntry, recognize or ^jr.i'."!' (he foviijn vnn ier, or to the fartt miking monarch which tl ii eonght to 
enthrwif on our ml. 1 iuive accfj^td war, and my eomtry and the world miy m in this the guar- 
antet 1/ mtf jpUfoM, 

JOS£ L. UEAOA. 

Seffpres Don Jcan J. Casrbta, Don Jhui 1^ Fobtolo, Yiann Oitxiaota, Amomo A. skl 
CAsnuo, and Baiaxl Juums Casno. 



No. 6. 
[I^nnslation.] 

Some Franco-Mexican papers bavfi^ dfCttlated a report that General Urnga had pivca 
in his jvlli'-'sinii to tho erjii>ire, after pome preliminary husiness of the meeting, in which 
the gcncral-ia-chief hhowtd tlie actual etate of the army and the condition of those matters 
for which this meeting? had been convened, the debate was terminated by the following 
resolutions being unmimously adopted : 

1. The republican army, having to the present preser-.ed and actu.illy maintained the 
independence and intcKrity oi its country, ratifies now the vote of confidence placed in its 
gencral-in-chief. citi?; ti I- .pez Unga, p o that he shall continue at its command and tniy 
direct its operations, and tliat be may support the cause of liberty and his country. The 
army trusts to his ability to maintain the honor of the republic, and to that of those under 
nniK in th • rmk^ <>( t!i>> array our honor, and tha^ he will fulfil those solemn oUigatlooi 
which he owes to his country and to society. 

S. That all bandits who haTe nnder all olroomstances, and especially the preasnt ones, 
endan;(erctl. by the reports thsjy have dicolated, the onlou of the defenders of the re- 
public, sbuil be punutbed. 
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Tlici^f rrMlii(ton!<. 1>oing8nbmitte(! to a vote, wrre mumfamootly mpprered ttie gttMialf 

and (dlict'iv prest'Tit, the ^u»nu' whu subKCrilx- this not. 

Ke-idciico of the gcueral-in-tiin-f of the rt-publicau army at Ciudad Guzman, Juuo 10, 
18fi4. 

Signtvl — Miguol M. Erhcasaray, Ramon Iglesias, Santiago Tapia T. O'lloruti, P Kiotiffcn, 
A. A. Guaclerrama, Felix Vega, J. Diaz de Leon, L. OruelaH, Albino EHpiii JSii, Augueitia 
Iglesias, aod FmnclMO CMtHlero. for the foarth division ; Joe^ Linares, lor the State of 
Queretaro ; Francisco A. Ramos, for the Ck)lima brigade ; Antonio Ncri, Mi^'n. l Garcia de 
Aguirre, Emilio Rey, Francisco O. Arc«, Manuel Mari«cal, Serapio Viilalovos, Julio 
H. Oervsntea, Simon Delgndillo, IfMrido Cmm, T. Bomero, FtmicImo U. Ylllateaor, 
Manuel de Vt-.rA^a. M. M. na. Oirn rrapa, Guillfrmo F. de Unda, Antonio M. Jaurcqni, 
Manuel Cevallos. Mateo lieyes, Jo«d G. Monos, Marcos Viliegas, army commi^ioner ; 
Paacaal Sepulveda, Salvador Brilmciga, weretary of the troarary ; H. B. Alatom» cominia- 
pioner of internal meotte ; Francisco Baraandei Canaioo, ArUteo Vamoo, MCfetaiy of 
the meeting. ^ 

A true copy : ABIBIEO UOBENO, Aentary. 

Ciunan Gusiux, JWim 10, 1864. 



Ho. 7. 

Extracts from a circular addressed by Qeueral Biva Paladoe, governor of the State of 
lliohoaoanr to his snbcirdihat« officen: 

[Translation.] 

" If the French general," he says, " wishes to bring civilization to this country, (Mexico,) 
he ought to commence by reprMsIng the disorder of the troops under hb command, who 
have travciced the ocean to show m that they have aln-xit them nothing of the soldier 
except the uniform and the arms. But in morality aod dibcipiioe they are inferior not only 
to our organiBbd corps, bnt even to gnerillas ct the wont kind knofrn onto this day in tlie 
republic. 

Ihe French wish to swim in the blood of our patriots, and authorise every expedition- 
ary chief to mnrder and assassinate. They wish to convince the world of the jastioe of 

their cause, and to change their lies nnd calumniet: int ' laws ; and, in t^hort, when th ■ en- 
tire nation rejecte their 'protection,' they seek to couiiummate a work of conquest by con* 
stmeting the gallows and the guillotine for every man who will not consent to be placed 
undiT their ignominious yoke, o o o o • Imuimuch as the circular of the 
French general is a challenge of war without mercy and without qu.irter, we do not heai* 
tate to acce|)t it, because, in lanncblng into the straggle for maintaining the independence 
and autonomy of Me.xico, we have never counted on the clemency of Fieuchmen. You will, 
therefore, apply in future to French prisoners who may fall into your hands and power tbe 
articles of tbe circular of the commander-in-chief of the expeditionary army ; and. after 
having established their identity, alt prisoners, civil or militant', employed by the Kr. lu h, 
or the BO-called empire, whatever may bo their nationality, f^h.xW instantly be put to death. 
• • • • To shoot prisoners it is first necessary to make them ; aud never, at 
least as fur as we know, hm Riva Palados been exposed to this g<Mxl fortune. In regard 
to PxploitM, the French general has never, up to this time, done more than attack iis with 
forces like three hundred to one. liefore so easily disposing of the skin of the lion, they 
ought, I think, to tqr «ad captors tbe aidnial hlmaelt" 



No. 8. 
{T^taiislatioa.] 

CUmuI JotS Maria Corf ma, maUofy tmmndatA ^ tkt Um^ tk$ Bnm, lo (As isitaitoiift Ot 

heroic city of Matamorat: 

FcLbOw CiTizBNS : The French filibusters are invading this port ; we will soon have oc- 
casion to show that, as sons of Headco, we know how to repel ftvroe with foroe. 

I apjienl, then, to ynn to eummon your patriotism, which ban never hevn invoketl in 
vain, in order that, sustained by it, you may defend the nationality menaced upon the 
frontier of the republic 

I (Solemnly call upon yon tn aid, to the extent of your abilities, the military authority in 
the cndiravor to drive from tbe territory of Tamaulipas the foreign enemy, and especially 
to ddlver tUs beantlAil portion of the Btato from the odamlty of iavidon. 

^ i^ - -. uy Google 
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Bemember that yoa finfc aaw the light in tliis lieroic city, and let it still preserve a glo< 
lioTO tiUe Mwordod to iti valor and Its oounge, whldi jron aie expootod to illnstrote on thli 

OOOBfiiOD. 

Ton will find at your bead, defending the indepeudeuc*^ of the coimtry and thu intci;rity 
of 'nunanUpoa, your fellow«citiaen and friend, 

JOSfi MAKIA CX)fillNA. 

Matamojias, Auguil 22, 1S61. 



No. 9. 

Ldttr/rvm Gmtnt LMmdo. 

7b thi Editor of the Courrier des Etaii Unit : 

Sib : Referring to Mexicnn affairs in yeatoniay's number of your daily paper, vn apeak of 
me iu terms so highly uffcDtiive to my hunor that I feel compelled, in scli-dcfcuce, to 
trouble you again for the publication of a few linen. 

I fppcat once more that I never did noHcit anything at all of the so-called imjx'ri \1 gov- 
ernment of Mexico, nor do I intend returning there to submit to it ; he who bo^itatcs, 
fidsely aflirms that I have done so. . 

It 18 a most infanioiis cjiluinny to Insist npon ^nyinc: that I pretended to make an ar- 
rangement with the invaders to save my private property. What I p<istie8S in the State of 
Onamijiiato baa been aoqalred jnet aa legally as any property bought by any one elfie— 
politics having nothin i; to do with my fortune, which h<i« beeri uotton by hom ;t 1 Uu»r ; 
for that very reason I need ask no guarantee at all of the 80*called imperial government. 
My property, like every other pefsou's, Is goaranteed by the civil laws hi vigor In Mexico 
long before the country was invaded. Of all the national property gold in Mexico, I bought 
but one single house, and that I paid for according to the rcgulaiioos of the laws of reform, 
enacted there by the legif Imate government of my omintry. The French Intervention has 
never dared to derogate them, in spite of the exigencies of the clergy and tniitors, because 
every one knows ttuit owing to them the French resisting in Mexico have become posses- 
sors of more than one-third of the BO.aalled church i>roperties. ' 

Therefore, that per.-ion as-scrts what is untrue who persigts in affirming that I baveen- 
deavored to enter iuto any kind of arrangement .with the usurper of Mexico to »ive my 
fortune, and I defy any one to show my signature aOixed to any document of the kind. 

I did pretend to save my fortune legally ac(pdred, but by the only mean« honorable to 
a Mexican in these circumstances, viz: helping to Iceep up the war a?aini«t the usnrpt^r, 
the Friuch and traitors, and repelling force by force, to the utmost of my power. I think, 
by SO doing, I have done my duty as a Mexican. I emigrated to thiii country after the&te 
of war had proved adverse to me, and after losing nearly all my soldiers. 

As to my object on coming to this country, allow nui to say. I do not consider myself 
bound to confide it to any one, and much less to writers who judge so lightly of persons 
whose present minfortune entitles them to the respect of all. I know, perhaps better than 
any one ulHe, the little or no value of the guarantees the usurper's governmsut might ten- 
der me. for I have not BO soon forgotten the worth of Hr. Sallgn's dgnatnra at the {oeUm- 
inaries of f--v soledad. 
Your servant, 

K. DOBLASO. 

Kbw Tout, Odobtr 8» 1864. 



No. 10. 

Ta the BiUor qf the Courrier des Etnts Unis : 

Through the correspondence I have just received from Mexico, by the steamer Eagle, I 
have been enabled to reach at last the true facts concerning the various statements and 

OOnitnentd recently published by the pr<'~s with regard to in\ n turniii^' to Mexii o 

Being anxious to put an end to so many inaccurate rumors, I proceed to state the real 
filcts of the case as they have taken place In Mexloo. 

A friend of mine, who was not acquainte»i with my pr. seut coudition, nor with that of 
the new ** empire," expecting, no doubt, though wrongfully, to do me a service, applied to 
Qeneral Baasine and asked him for a safe conduct to protect my retnm to the country. Ho 
ina»le his applicntion without previously apprising u\'- of the fact. Tiie interventional 
antiiorities granted the request^ and caused the safe conduct to be Issued and sent to me 
htre. 
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tfy MenA notified tne aftormirds. as w«1I of his stepe of the moMvas which gidded 

him, in a letter I luive m'< ived but to-d:iy. 

As it was my duty, I have immciiiateljr returned the safe conduct through the aame 
nedfnm it reached me, diiapfnorlng. In mj anawer to rtfy frland, of hia whole oondvci, 
fh«)URb tbanking him f«jr his good int**ntior.f;. 

I have, bcsided, written to some influential persons in Mexico, appridog them of wh&i 
has talcen pl.vcc, and showtng them how, in laftving my country, it waa my fixed porpoai 
to un«1< tg<> ostmcihin and all iti ooiueqnencea rathar than aia&n mj publie life by a dla> 
boDorubIti Hubniiivion. 

To leave roy country, and to return to It after a few dayt' ahwnoa, woald be indeed an 

Inexplicnble cootru'liction, ns the mnsL-g which compelled me to abandon il aie atUl exM* 
ing. Who knows how long they will yet lavtf 

1 am confidetit tl>at the perRons in Mexico to whom I hare written will glre to myetate* 

meat the required publicity, which, together with the nndenlaf le f ict <>f my n-maining 
nbrond, will bo the be«t convincing argument against those who. in good or kid faith, en- 
duHVor to attack other penmiis for no other reason than that of ditfering with them in 
political opinions. 

Being persuiulefl that what I have here state*! is enonph 8>»tiefy all who judge and act 
in good faith, I shall no longer employ the public press in Ixehalf of my per»uu, this being, 
therefore, the last time I shall appeal to your kindness for the publication of my letten. 
Toua. respectfully, 

M. DOBl^IX). 

Niw Tons, Odobet 18, IBBL 



No. 11. 
[CfavQlar.— Ttandatlon.] 

Anuus, July 30, 1864 

Testerday the French InTaders oonmltted one of the bmmI barbaroos deeds which histoiy 
can record. 

Yesterday they stealthily approached our encampment at San Qeronimo in one of their 
war steamers, they being corered by their bulwarks, from which protruded their rlfle-gunSb 

Our forces, a small numi>erof whir-h defeated them on the 14th in^stant at n;;rriri Inidge, 
in order to prevent any injury which might arise to the farm of that name, wcie withdiawn 
to a convenient distance and beyond the reach of thair artillery ; bat the French, under 
cover of the !lou^4<•t;, laiidcfl, and. without peeking to eng*«ge us, jjave themselvc!* up to tiie 
mu^t shameful and criuiinal pillage, and in the end set fire to the buildings of the farm. 
Subsequently they continued, torch In band, npon the left bank of the river, protected 
m.'aii\v lii II' 1 V their Htenmor, robliing everything on the rich farm:* in the vicinity and re* 
ducing tiiem to ashes in the midst of their vandal rejoicings. All the sugar plantatkms 
and dlstllleriee of brandy, all the Bugar*cane fields and bnildings on the bank of the river 
for the iliKtance of three miles, were committed to the HamoH, ami tbcir ■ wners, peaceful 
and huid workiug men, who liad given, after the labor of many years, an impetus to the 
industry of the country, and procured rcsj c c table comforts fbr their families, were in an 
in>'l;\Mt reduced to poverty and (ojinH'Iled to seek shelter under the trees; thanks to the 
wantuuness of the French and their traitor friends who reduced their splendid mansions to- 
ashes, the value of which is estimated at no less than two hundred and fifty thonsaod 
dollars. This barbarous act, which I communicate to you without any exaggeration iu its 
details, is an instance of what the people living on the leeward coast must expect from 
those who, contrary to common eense, proclaim themselves the propnganditits of civiliza* 
tion, and calls for the most summary vengeance on our part. You must, therefore, cauw 
copies of this official communication to be circulated and puMihhe<l in all the settlements 
and Indian towns of the cf)untry under your worthy charge, for the Information of all the 
people of Mexico, and to the end that they prepare for war, some by personally volunteer* 
ing, others by contributing their tneani*. and all in every way possible to them ; for it is 
clear that, from the measuies adopted by our iuvader», the question Is no longer the de- 
fence of the country in its general aoOBptatiou, but that of defending, each one of us indi- 
vidually, our t tT!ii!i s. nur interests, nnd our livee against the acts of barbarity pmcUoed 
by the French uud tiuir traitor friends. 
Independence and Uberj^. 

ALEJANDRO QABCIA. 

The CoKMASDsa or thx Caktom or . 
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Ko. IS. 
[TrRDclatton.] 

Pnetamiaio.t ./ !he tUhen Jgnaeh Ptujuiera, gcAaemar mid wuUtary eommambr tif ihn StaU 

Sonora. 

rt'oplc of Sonora! The timo for mftUfn-T 'nrriliocs lia^ mm'", invitiiii: \h<- jntri'it t., rrowa 
hioisclf with laurels, and tu perform deed.s which Khali reiiuuud to the glory ul |ji.> conulry. 
Gaaymaa, of SkngOKa, has b«en troddeD under foot \ff tbe MiooeMon of Biinii««et. by the 
ai'AiiK.'-ins of rh.'ivcs and of Ghilanlc. hv those who covet our territoriiit riches, an 1 !>> tlio*© 
who intend to proftuie the honor of our wivt» and daugltt^rs, and to make us the nlavcti of 
fli monnfch, htmstilf mi adventurer. Tboogb tbe invsden gave QS bo nttumons, but 
tinni iunc<>d their arrival hy nctt of Inrhurity, tliey liave not heen ena1)led to prcvnit <nir 
hrave defenders from withdniwiug with their materials of war, and thus saving tlie honor 
of the national flag. They withdrew from the dty in order not to expose it and the in- 
nocent familieR it contained to the cahiiuitiLS of war. Henceforth, however, they will con- 
tinue to war upon tbe enemy, and they hope soon to punish him soundly on the hAttle- 
field. Thanks to their vcMels, they have committed with impunity their first outrage ; 
but outhide of walls, in aa equal flgbt, the smalleat triumph to ttieir cause will cost them 
much blood. 

Fellow-cttfsene! Are we not tbe men who have been brought up In many contests fot 

liberty and independence ? Your noM.- pride and your holy entliusiasin, awakened V^y this 
cry of alarm, will be in keeping with that which our brothers, who have conquered in 
8ina1oa and who have Immortalized themselves at Puebla, exped of you. 

To arms, then, Sonorianp ! L<-t us raise aloft, and upon tins frontier, the etandnrd of 
oar country, and to such a heii^ht that the nations of the earth shall contemplate it with 
applause. Henceforth the tlug which shall be upheld by our arms is the only a:<>ylum for 
our individual ^'uamotees, for the security of oar fiunilies, uid for tbe prsaervatton of our 
national institutions. 

The govern uieut lias faitli in the future of tho state because its i)ower is l)asod upon 
your coH>peration, and because Sonora has never wavered when danger threatened. Let 
OS make one universal and s[)ontat»eou8 effort, and your beloved state will retain its sii]>rem- 
acy ; and then, rising above tlie weakness of our military ie«ourcos, the world will look 
upon us as great in our honor and in our civic virtues. 

Independence, liberty, and the Mexican rqpablic 

lONACIO P£.SyUli::iiA. 

Cawte 8A1ITA Mabia, Monk SO, 1865. 



Mr, Romero to Mr. Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Hbxican Lboatiox in tub United States op Ambrica, 

J^i w Yorkf November 20, 1865. 

Mr. j^RrRKTARY: I have the honor of transmitting to yoti, for tho ii)ruiiiin- 
tion ot the government of the United States, the copy of a letter flatr-d H'-rne, 
September 17, 1865, uddrcssud by a Mcxicau citixcu to a German buron, who is 
'in the confidence of the ez-archdoke of Austria, Ferdinand Maximilian, now 
called tiie emperor of Mexico. 

This review of present affairs in Mexico is impartial, if not ratlier inclined to 
judge with too mncii kindness French intervention and its instrument, and 
plainly ehows that the French Emjieror'B project to Bubt*titute an Austrian mon- 
archy for a Mexican republic is entirely impracticable, and that, should it be in- 
sisted upon, it will only bring France into much trouble and expenee, causing 
countleps ills to Mexico. 

As th*' monarchy, in fact, has no national support, it is impossible to conceive 
how it can be estaldirflied or consolidated. 

I am pleaaed with this occasion of repeating to you, Mr. Secretary, the assn- 
nmces of my most distineuished consideration. 

M. HOMEEO. 

Hon. WiLUAH H. SbWARD, Sfr.y 4r., ^r., 

Watktngtan City, D» C. 

42 D c 
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[TtauslutiuD.] 

Bebne, S''pf>-77ilrr 17, 1865. 

Sir : I regret that I did not. at the time they took place, write down thu cooTemtioDS 
I liHd with the Archduke Peidinand Hezimllian woil y ouicelf irbeii bis higbne* fint 

etitited Mexico: and, for fmr I Diay forget those between jon and myidf Id the mferid 
palace that court, I will note them in this letter. 
I am not mored to this by the Tanity of proving that idt predictions baiw been AdBlled, 

or will l>e, but \>\ the desire of recalliiig t^nme iinportant t vints tn your mind, and Ml* 
largiug upon others I harely mentioned in the couive of our cooveriiAtion. 
It is now too late to diernss past events in Mextoo, and the erroneous opinions formed 

of tlicin in Europe. They belong to history ; nnd, Hsto more rcc< nt deplorable events and 
grievous deoeptions. they are attempted to he justitietl by sayiog that the present oonditiua 
of Mexico Is very diffeient from what It was a year h^o. 

You are » friend of the atcliiluke. und I am a friend (if ilexico ; so it Is onr duty to 
consider things as they are, aod lind the best remetly for them we can. In the liret piac«. 
we roust cotiiiuler the very critical condition— more critical than is believed — not only of 
Mexico, but of the archduke, and examine the tuor.U aud pbyskal support of the new 
empii'e, and the elements that are cf)nRpirin); to destroy it. 

The two principal parties in Mexic.), the conservative and liberal, are Bab<Hvided iuto 
radical (or purist, us nilled there) and moderate. 

The radical portion of the connervative party is composed of the h-irlier clorpy auil a 
portion of the laical people, who, by education, prtju iicf, ur pL-rbaps by cuuvictiuu, are 
forced to Wtong to it 

Ibe moder.ito party i-^ comporscd of persons of ut ilth. w\\o, though partial to conf^'.'rr^- 
tive principles, arc always busy with the manu^'ciucnt of their owu atTnirs, have, ia 
reality, no p9lttical principles, and accept any toriu of irovcrnraent and liberal refom, 
provided the tievv u'overnrnent will let tht-m enjoy their wealth in peace. 

Ibe radical frutliun of the liberal party, purely republican, is composed of those who 
think it abao1ntel7 necessary to establish llbeial {wlnclpTes (they made the refttrm) iiumo- 
ditti iy. and at every cost, and the minlerate fracti<in of flu -- • who are slow atnl in< i.-u < 1 
in their i>tep8 towards t.ie same eud, for fear of convul^iioub uud revolulious, uud evca 
social commotions. 

When liberal principlef; arc srttlt i1 the iiir>di r;\to liln-ral party will ccaise to exist, as there 
will l>e ni> further cau»e for exieteuce, aud its ticattered members will have to be num* 
bered with the conservatives. 

In nationalizing church property and confirmins? other reforms made in the lime of 
Juares the archduke has made bitter euemies of the hi^h clergy, and has alienated the 
lower priests, who were never hostile to Joares, by depriving them of their old fees, and 
as.*.iKning them salaries which they will certainly never gel. As to the persons in com- 
fortable drctmislances. that foimed a portiou of the moderate cuuservative party, aad 
joined the imperialists for the sake of peace and quiet, they left It as Mjon as they found 
th< iii>elve8 in a more sanguinary and disastrous war than they had ever before t^een. Tbt-y 
iouud the empire more ex|K>nbive tlian the lepuhlic, f<ir it must Ih: supported by eiioriuuug 
anrl continued foreign loans, that increase domestic taxes to pay them, and they fiod it 
does not protect them from guerillas; therefore, they desire a • h u L^e, and want to tiy 
some other way to gato the security und peace their interests and inclinations require. 

In regard to the liberal parfy, its moderate traction no longer exiats, as I have already 
sai<],and the pure radical party is the ooe that now keeps np the war against the empire. 
All the archduke has done by his personal inflneuee is to persuadi- six or eii^ht uieiubers '»f 
tlie moderate party to amtpt places in his mbiuct ; but this is very diilcrent irom havic,' 
the support of a |>oiitical party. 

We must c.-n< hide, then, that the empire liiu; not the least moral support. As to physical 
Buppoit, all be hits to depend upon are a lew Mexiean troojjs and the French army, with 
the Austrian and iielgian divisions. The ardidoke can place no oonfidence In the first, for 
many have aitt uly [n-sed over to the republic.iii si !'•. and proposals fiom some of big 
generals are no hecicth. As regards the foreign aimy, its iubufiiciebcy to subjugate the 
country is already proved : first, by the fiict that it has Una^i four years In vain ; second, 
that re euforcHtiients are now l<eing sent to them ; an^l third, in tlie epinion of their chief, 
who is the beet judge, in a letter lately published, it is impossible to whip the guerillas, 
becanse they run off and disperae whenever attacked. 

The elements that militate against the empire are also physical and moml. AmonjT 
the latter, aud io the firnt place, we may name the dislike to the archduke ou account of 
his extravagance and Immense and nnneoessary debts with which be begau to burden the 
country b«6fre he knew It ; and for bis inabUity to protect the Maiiosns, as is seen by tfte 
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shootln;^ of Qcneral Bomero ; for the preference he shows to foreigners, puttini^ them in 
otfu *' ifisft-ad of th" tiativrs of the laud ; mul fumlly, br.aiisr hf h i.s estiihli^iu'il no '^^Kid 
a<lDjiuititiuttua. A philui^upber might excutse the archduk'* for tbcHu etrura ; but the ptjupla 
ftre not pblloaophera; they feel nther Uum tknummi. and they lack patience. A nation that 
has fiwffere<! «o much from levoluthms requires a hiti? tijnc to r.T ivlt, ainl lu'Ht hivf p.i- 
tieoce to sulfur and wait. No ilexican huoever doubted but Iha country wouKl be retitoied 
to peace In proper time without fordfrn int««rventtoa ; and if a fow decided for interven- 
tion, it W IS only becauw tbcy thoiiirht it would restore peaoe«t*nioi« early day. Aseooa 
as they were undeoelved they abjured their error. 

Zn the second place we may mention the want of prerant and fatnre meane. The Ira* 
perial ex|ieiis<-H am lunt to forty milliuud uf dollars annu iily ; and erery M<-\ic.\n knows 
that the country, ev«u iu times of peace, could not pro luce the half of that bum Let the 
French finnndera who were sent to make their imnginary estimates say what they pleaxe: 
this i-; cvrtnin ilonth to the empire. It caimdt riirtjiii itn expeiijicu, because a lar^e army 
must be supported to defend it from the Uexiuans ; nor can the rerenues be increased, 
hecanse the situation of the country will not allow it. No resonroei are left then except 
temporary loans, aad they will ^txm be exhausted. 

To these oppoeiDg elements niay \ms added that of the unpopularity of the Mexicau war In 
Vltmce, hecanse it embarrasses the French g overnment. And we may Include another 
reaiton why the empire in llexioo mOit eD<l. Tbe civil war in the Uiiite l St ttes is ended. 
This hats discouni;;e-d tlie monarch i-ts, while it has revired the hope** of tlje republiuanfl. 

Now fur ti>e ithvKieal eiemetitH tiial are hot«til« to the empire. I will only mention two : 
firiit, the constitutional fur< <s. cbietly coni|K>sed of i^neri I Iim ; and ieoond, expected aid 
from the United Stntes. (Jiicrilhi warfare in not known in Europe, nor hnve tliey any hlea 
how useful it h. The events in .S[>ain at tbe besjiuning of this century have been forgotten, 
aad they can only judge from recent eventc in FblttBd^ • level and dennely populiito'l 
country, where tbe few guerillas formed were rather ganifH ot fu^jitivt-s than oruanizcd 
guerillas, trying t) escape from the immense armies that tturrounded theui. In countries 
like Mexico, mountalnona and dry, with a mild climate, where horses abound, and incle- 
mency of we.ither never prevents out-door movements; where fof>d is found everv'whero 
to supply the necessaries of life, guerillas always exercise a deciding inllueace. The chief 
dtffienlty is In a proper oiganlaatkm ; t»i, this once acquired, they eaii drfy the itrongeat 
powers in the world. This aynt in t.i the stronger as its power Ik Intent and deoeptiye ; It 
gains time by sudden action, and you never know when it is defeated, 

Mexico gained its independence of Spain by a series of sodden victoriea hy gneriiku, in 
eleven yerxr^. Th' reform was eflected by the same means, in three year-* ; and so mu.st 
the second independence lie achieved. The French army may triumph everywhere, just as 
the royalists did in the war of independence, and tin clergy did in tbe reform ; but. as tbe 
vi< toricri of ulitii> r<- j .i. ri< w. re moce expensive to themeelvet tbaa deitructive Id tbe 
enemy, the latter hnally triumphed. 

For this very reason ^e national gowmment need not be concerned about the ront of the Ir 
guorlllaj*— only a teiii[)oriiry dispertiion, in fact — but may rejoice. l)ecan«e thiov dif^ iits are 
only so many steps towards hoal victory. But to avoid the ebeddiog of blood, danger, and 
expense, orders Imve been given to all the guerillas to annoy the enemy without offering 
b<ittle, (i» that would cause the French to make fatiguini^ marcben, at i ureat expense, 
without the least advantage, except a distant sight of their foes. Kvery late event iu 
Mexico promises a repetition of the scene in Sin Domingo, where two hondmd thousand 
inhabitAnta, with only six or eight thousand soldlen, have whipped Spain, and compelled 
her to a very niorfityins^ retreat from that inland 

I came from America in company with General l^plnar, ft pentVman of yood judgment, 
who had nerved in 8aa Domingo, and was then on bis way tu Spuin to a-k the evacaatlon 
of th>it island, for reasooH very applicable to the French in Mt-xico. His prop<»*al was 
lihamLUilly n-ceived iti Ma<lrid, and, 80 far Iroiu listeninj^ to him, additional forces were 
sent to rtdii c tlic liiiudful of op^Kwing rebels iu the ctdony. 

Like the French leaders in Mexico, the Spani.-h ^^encrals in S'an Potnintro rontlnued to 
send despatches announcing victories, from day to day, until they declared the whole 
Island sobdtted The simple final result li }mit what General Espinar proposed, an aban- 
donment of the i.<I;tiid. under the most di ploraMe drcnnmtances. after a urn- it K\ciilieeuf 
men and money. Uow much blood bpatu would have spared, how much money ^he would 
have saved, and bow great a shame to her repotatton she would have avoided, if her 
government hiul dotu- in time what Hhe was c«'mpelled to do at la^t ! 

1 «ee the French newepapers insist that the United States will remain neutnil on the Mex- 
ican question, founding this argument on their conduct np to this time, and portions of 
public documents eulh^ tt d h r. itid th' n; ; but they need put no trust in whiit a trovivn- 
ment says and does tmder certain political ciifcutnstancee. What a government will do 
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depends upon the nntuml locliiMlions Of ItilnbabitiaUwid the MttoimliiitorMiof ttit 

governmeufc at the time. 

If ftn Atnericaii army were to dethrone tienpold of Beliffnm, and eetablish a detnocraHe 

republic in that country, to exist uniier its immediate direction, would the Etn|>eror Na(>o- 
leon remain in quiet inditTerenee f Wc gruewhe would try to gave his throne in some way, 
even if he had to chan(|;e political opiniune in France. Well, the United States witl act m 
exiictly the sane maaiier, and with greater reason, hocause the establiHhmeot of an eutpire 
in Mexico wag a coripcquence of the fcioiitlicni rtVicllion ; and did not the French Empeior 
di-rlare publicly in ii speech that his Mexicau expe lition wa« in detiauco uf the Uuited 
8tate<< ? 

Th<- int-si-nt pilt'iT^f of that republic is a prudf^Tit ronpidfratinn. as it mmt Bottle with 
England before it ollcnds another preat power, liul if the Uiitihhquestion Ir aiaiiably set- 
tled by diplomacy, as is generally believed ik will be, then we shall see the United States 
turn its ttltt utiou to tli<> t n:pi?e. And even s»ipj)08ing it were prudent for the United States 
to keep at peace with France, it would still aes'i&t the tn^nstitutional government of Mexico 
in many ways withont gettinft Into war with other nations. It mixht not prevent private 
emi;:r!iti T) to Mexico to aid Juarez, and arnis, the great need, njight U- snn!i,'i:I< d in from 
every quarter. Uoney they do not want ; they can live upon the country, and they have 
alwsye had enough men. Bverybody knows the lerunsat Puebia were made of old mnskets 
rrji'cted. and unarmed boilirs nf nu n waited to use tlie gnn« of th(j*e who were ulain And 
even if the Uuited States government refused to supply them with arms, individual inter- 
est wonid elade alt prohibttlon and fornish them In any quantity, as was done in the late 
civil war. But we muKt not think that tlie exportation of arms; will be jirnl.ibitel, be- 
cause the Uuited States has adopted as a principle in neutrality that artideti uf war may be 
allowed In tiade. If the exportation of arms was prohibited by the United States durlaf 
the civil war, it \vi\» only because they were needed in the country — just as (b< v pr- liH^it 
the exit of corn in years of scarcity. Bo Tte^^ident Johnson, faithful to these principles, has 
revoke<l the prohibition to export arms and munitions of war. This recent act is a great 
benefit to Juarez — more benetic ial. in fiu t, than if he had been aided by troopH; and the 
fact of the United States couHtantty refusing to recognize the empiie ought to ooavinoe Max- 
imilian ot the dinpuKiiion and prol»able intention of the United States. 

It Ib the poliey now of the authors and aiders of intervention to say the republic of the 
United States will remain neutral ; but they cannot In lieve it. for tbey would be the fir^t 
victims of the error. In a nailon wliere public opinion ip all-poweifui, and where it has 
■ ^een so often expressed against Mexican iuti^rvention, the Preeldent would run a great risk 
to prorlrtim neutrality in an atTair of vital importance to his country Without debating 
thid point to a greater extent, I will merely asHure you that the United States will not re- 
main neutral In the qnestlon of Hexioo. Aod in giving yon this assurance, do not believe, 
for an Instant, that I am blitid< I by party Keal, for I consider it a disgracv to my country 
to ask for foreign astiistance. I know how it lessens the sovereignty and tudeptmience of 
a nation. I think Mexico possesses all the necessary elements to regain her Independenes 
witliont foreiuu ahl. I have faith in 1km- future, and want her to aet alcne, that she may 
be indebted to no one fur her buccebs. One of the reasons (abiile liom duties and natural 
sentiments) why I have opposed European Intervention so violently is precisely becanselt 
would con)i)el U8 to call on the northern Atiierinuis foi be'p. I believe, my dear Bjiron, 
that, as a tsequel to what 1 have said, the time has come when the archduke will reflect 
riously upon the precariousnese of his position, and wilt take himself ont of Mexico before 
the force of circumstances compels him to evacuate the capiUil. If he thinks his ^^tuatiou 
secure, I liave nuthiog more to say ; but if he doubt.s it, and should heieafter change his 
mind, and should need my astiistance with Juarez and ids cabinet, I will do all I can to 
get him out of trouble, and at the same time wive my countiy from further ndsf •itunts. 
I will try to ii.duce Juarez to enter into a treaty honor.d)le to both parties, showing the 
evils cons«?quent upon foreign pr(»tection. He. as a true patriot, desires to sec Mexico free 
from ubliuation8 to any foreign power, and I do not doubt but he can free it yet. But, I 
repeat, Maximilian must be quick in his determination, for if Juarez once appeals to the 
Uuited States it will be too late to make treaties uf any kind. In my opinion Maxiniilian 
already views afTailB in Mexico in their proper liuht The plea.<ant visions that begidled 
his faiiey at Mil innar are gone, and be will now beli. v.- what I tobl him, when I assure<l 
him that the history of intervention in Mexico would be iike that in France after the first 
ntvolution. 7 be couipiered party in both conntrles, filled with anger and thirsting for re> 
vence, Pousjht foreiirn aid by tleceiving stranije govertnu- rit?;, exniriceratini: their siifTeringS 
and anarchy, decinring that the call fur inlervuutiou wan unanimous and very ea^y to be 
effrcted. When the people have made a reform — that is, when they have extirpated the 
cause of tin ir displeasure— they are more proud and elated with hope th m at any other 
titue, and avnnot bear the idea of a foreign yoke, and their patriotism is bold and exhibits 
Ite Aill strength on the Icaat piovocattoo. The prodigies of Fftnch patriots against ooB' 
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btnml KtnroiM well known. Ifextoo. faeUo Medeo, wtll be mthfled with stragi^Iing 

witiiiii it", nu n fnmli.'is fi)r iU« indepi-mlence. 

Acc •i<li<ig tu late aew« from Mexico a deep hatred to the French army b spreiiding 
tbron^hont the ooantrf on aooonnt of Its craeUy m conqaeron ; a dMike to Mnxlmltfaa 
incrt^.i*- s liociUJk.' he tloi-s not prov.-nt th>'so birb.iriti'S ; lie is hlaiu<il fur n 't j;ivinp protec- 
Uon to persuog and property ; and the general want of confidence in the stability of the 
empire !• iiierca»lng and beonning more gefkenl. The day ti notfitr distant when thisdis. 
affliction will pervade tiie wbulc natioa, and u Hoound of Uny, a8 in Madrid, will be the 
ootuwqoeuce — one of thost^ sudden, spontaneous, and unanimoos movements, of which we 
have Sfcn ^eveml eximplet in Mexico to end Santa Anna's dictatorship. Toe French army 
is too siuiill to rcsi.oi such a movement ; and if it cannot, wbat \n to Itcctiiue of the arch> 
duke and his little band, unless Knmre 8ubmit« to new Bacrifioes ? Atui suppnslni^ that 
Maximilian HU(*tain8 himself for tin- present, what will support hiiu in future f The l"'rench 
army cannot always remain in Mexico ! Another army, composed of adventurers and rol- 
nnteers from other c mntries, will not be sutticient to KUt^t lin him. What, tln ii, uuint he 
ex{)ect ? JuBt what I must rei>eat — sooner or later a deieut, or huddeu expul^ion. To re- 
tire quietly and decorously would certainly be far preferaUe, and he ought to know it 
better than we. 

I will tell you how he could do it honorably, so as to raise liiiuRelf much in the eyes of 
Hexlcanfl and fbreijttner^. Did Maximilian come to Mexico to xecnre the felicity of its peo- 
ple, or to sacrifice tliem and Iceep hiTiit-t lf njuin n tliroue ? We uni.'^t Bnppone the former 
case. Well, since he liiis not succeeded in tliitt, he is in honor and duty bound to with* 
draw. Will any one blame him for doinir his duty f Any other coarse of oooduet would 
lePhen him in the estimation of his pei rs and ruin hi> f .rmer n pnt ition. Hi-; L'^randfather, 
the Emperor Francis, declarioK the Uerman Ckiuiederation dissolved, on a similar occasion, 
tbue gahiin^ a gniat name in liistory, left him an example of abneiratlon and magnanimity 
he outfbt iicvcr to forget. If I wen- in liis place, I w mid ai^ree upon !in armi.-«tii e with the 
coostitutional government ; then I would conclude a treaty as advantageous as pofsible 
to my«elf, and send off the Frendi army, in acoordaooe with the treaty of Miramar ; and 
lastly, 1 would publish n manifest explaining the object of my journey to Mexico, what I 
had done there, and dually withdraw from the country, agreeable to my proioiae to retire 
as soon as I found out that my presence was not pleasant to the ])eople. 

8uch frank and loyal language would undoubtedly be more w.^rthy of Maxiniillan than 
to involve hii« party In an nnequal contest, tnm the whole of Mexico into a battle-field, 
and driig France into a useless and expensive war to sustain him on a throne he could never 
hold. If a tre.ity could not be formed with the government, it would be bonurnbic in 
Maximilian to withdraw at any rate, preferrin;; peace in Mexico to jiersonal int-rest, and 
savin}; Krance uiuch trouble and expen»>e. Mayb j Maximilian might object to this manner 
of quitting' Mexico ! As unpleasant ss it might seem to him, (but I see no reatMm why it 
shoulo 1h-,) lie Olivia to remember that it is the be-t. and ho cannot have choice. Liter 
he might consider himself lucky to get olf in a way he rejects at present. He now hA» a 
good chance to get away, and he urill find danger la deUj. 
I have the honor to vepeat, Ac, 

JESUS TEUAN. 



Mr, Romero to Mr, Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mexican Lbqation in thb United States op Amseica, 

WatkingUm» Deeembler 15, 1865. 

Mr. Secretary: I bare ihe honor of transmitUDg to jon, for the information 
of the United States government, the Enjrlish translation of nn article? on French 
intcrvf-Tition in Moxico, written liy that (li.stingnished literary Frenchman Al- 
phon;^e de Lamartitie, and publirtheU at Pari.>* last month, in his literary moiitblj^ 
magazine, entitled Literary Entertainments, ( Lea Entretienf LUteraires.) ■ 

The importance of this article is, that it expresses the real Tiews of Frencb 
intervention in Mexico, and is, in fact, more than any thin;.; else, a ))araphra!«e of 
Emperor Xapolcnn'r^ letter to (Jeueral Forey of the 3(1 of July, poinfini^ 
out Drietiv. but plainly, the objects of intervention. \ sent ynn a copy ot this 
letter among the documeutd auuexcd to my note ul ihu 2GLh oi January, 1SG4. 
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As a proof of ibis aeflertioii I fhmk it conTonient to mention tbat die temi- 
official preee of Fiatuc ]iar« <:i ( atly lauded the article, Goneidering it as the geo- 
uinf ('X|>!P-^i^ion of tlic Etnpt roi 's vi»'\vs. 

With {ilcasiire I accc j)t this oot a.-^ion to renew to you, Mr. Secretary, the 
ag&urniices of my moi^t di:5tinirui;dhed cousideralioa. 

M. ROMERO. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 8fe,, Sfr, 



if. LmmUm't urtkU* 

I am not afraid to say It boldly, n .twithstjmrlinp; the natural opposUfon which njay exist 
bt'tween tilt- (iiplornacy of the r<"pub.ic and that of tiu' cmpiH': Hi:.iitist nitett sts m Kretich, 
po elevatfti. to European, a» tliose we defend in Mexico, there is no putiiutic oppohitioD 
pof«ible. The coiictptioD of the polity in Mexico Is a •nbllme oooerplion. aconoeplioii 
niisuridrrsifM d. |I siuill expliiin fnt tiu r on wliy,) a concrptiMn f\« iiist a-> n<•*■l•^-<ity, »« vast 
as tli« oetan, as new as all that wliich is aprup08, a conception oi a biutehiuan, I'ecund as 
the future, a conception of wfetjr for America and for the world. 

We iniist her" rniKr ourHelvcH to a great height in order to comprehend the full force of 
this policy. The first empire, a purely military empire, and which Mild ]x>uiMana tor a 
piece of Wead to htA Its atmles, was never capable of a conception which equnlled this 

Tlte i i.ii r>f a buld and efticndoufi poKition to h.' taken in Mcxirn jiu'ainrt the nsiirj ui' n 
of the United Stat«« of America ia a uuw hut just idea. Europe hat ihe ngkt to iaia thw pon- 
Hon; France takes the Initiative. Let iw examine thlt right from the elevated point of 
view from whence u e distiogidsh the lifgitimacy of things, and let as start from this true 
but not radical position : 

The ffUAe tt the proper! t/ of man: the fww fonfMpRf, Amenta, tttke propfrit/ of Ettropt. 

In titHitinp: from this pHntiple. which has l>eoonie at thia moment a t. tluil th*- Ameri- 
can continent ha« hec-ome the collective pn [leityof mankind, and notof the di.sru[)ted Union 
of a sinjile race, without title and without rifht. at least over Spanish America", and o%'er 
the L;itin race, raotlar (-f all civiiization — the i)riiiciple that tlie protection of Kiirope, and of 
itH indepen<)eni e. at least in the seventeen republican states of South America, ludongs evi- 
dently to us an<l all the powers of the Old World — we must l>e prepared for events ; wo 
must protect the I^atin raoe ; we mtut. In the fi»t place, take position at the point men* 

uced hy the United Stutes. 

Wo must «lo this, or else we must declare that the new continent, the pro{>erty of En- 
Tope, is to belong; entirely in twentf^five >earR, perhaps, to the armed pioneers who reco^- 
Tt]?Ai no other title for (lit-ir usurpation than their convenience, and who p. rniit th< ir citi- 
zens, like Waliver. to raise, individtuilly, tleet8 and armies against Cuba, while their federal 
genera] enters, in the name of the Union, Into Mexico, and from there into all the civilised 
capitals of South America ! 

Why. therefore, should Europe or the Old World recognize theiie rights of piracy by sea 
and land for the United States, whilst in the Old World we recognise not only the right of 
prntectinp suc h jiroperty as is nsi-fu! to all. hut further, the riirht to expropriate with In* 
demnity \\h: tight of all states and individuals in things useful to all ! 

This principle of the pmtecflon of interests ueefnl to alt. which applies to a commune, 
dees it apply witli le^s ripht to a continent entire? Evidently not. We do not si^y, tx- 
propriate the United States of Spanish America; their proi>er organic anarcby will expro- 
priate them sofficiently ! Bnt we say Enrope has the right, and, we add, the obligation, of 
not giving over to them tlie Ljitiu race, Spaiii>h America, the half whirli still remains free 
and independent ot that magnificent part of the globe, more than half of the heaven, the 
earth, and tlie population o' the New World ! 

What are the collective, sacred possessions, the necessities of mankind at large, that tlie 
policy of the Old World otniint and oiit'lit not to he delivered up to the mercy of the 
United States of Englisli Aim rif.i 'lht >4.- things are the C4ipittil of the entire world, u.sed 
by a few, m - t-^.-ary to all, in our state of civilisation and in our system of exchange, which 
re'-'dt-rs to us sUl rnoui yi-d gold as necessary as bread. The mines of irold are there ! 

In the s. (;ond place, the food of the Old World — the wheat, Hour, corn, {lotatoes, on 
which p<viple subsist, and <•{ which the privation in the years of famine might prodGOSia 
Europe in< ab'ulable ailamities and drsf nn f in^K of pnpiilations. 

In the thir<i place, the industries which have l>ccume in the last few years especial ly, by 
the salaries they assure to at least forty millions of workmen in cotton, the veritable and 
indi.-ji. tisable tti/nn'Uum of wages and of life. 

lu hue, cummeice, which compels us to maistein a navy and sailors, a floating popula- 



Digitized by Google 



DIPLOMATIC COKKESPONDENCE. 



G63 



tfnn. IncftlcalabTe u a nnnW of men fed under mllfi, »tll1 more IncAlenliible as m element 

of our iDition il p -wer. To [» i tnil the L'liitetl StaU-s to n-ncw the fully of the fllttt etij|)iie, 
to eiitiibUrth an anti-Europt:uu blockade, no longer on their ports alouu. but on the world, 
M thejr hftve jQRt proolatmed H, Is no looker a poltroooery; it Is to accept what New York 
ofTt^rs ug, it is to atnlicate navigiUion. rotiuiicn e, cotton, idee txade, tbe marine of the Old 
World ; it is not to live bat on the death of life. 

Thna, who does not know thnt the uTiiin of Amerfcti, of the Talley of the If indmippt ei- 
pocially, does conbtil iiti- the woiIiJ'h uraniiry In cm»e of famine, as Sicily wan the iiran- 
ary of the aann i Who does not know that the monetary capital of the universe U in 
the immense mines of Mexico, and Peru, and Sonera, and that these mined, given up to their 
natural productiveness by a good system of drainage, will place all the capital in gold and 
silver of the universe in the handn of the Uniti-d States. nia'.t»'rs of the two Americas ? 
Who does not know that the master of capital h thv master of inl« rest, and that Europe, 
delivered up to this country of rai>iH)p<>lii^>s. will b« forever subject to its despotissm ? Who 
doe?i not kriDw th:it. ni ist<Msof the price of e<>ld and silvfr, they will be mister-! also of 
our mo^it vital iii(iuBttic.-i, an. I tlut their coalition, already or^'iuiized against our industry in 
Sillts, which rivalH their indii»«try in cotton, will ruin Lyons, the capital of tissues, and the 
Pff Ofid c.ipital of Frunre ' Who dncs not know that in depriving xm, or In depriving them- 
twelves by the extioctiou of the south, of the element of this industry in Eilrop«, cotton, 
they will continue to staire, m thev have alreadjr starved, eight millions of workmen in 
France, more than that in England, five millions in Austria, and thuf? t;ik<' Kuropf; by 
famine at every caprice of their arbitrary interests t Who does nut know, in tine, that oar 
commerce and naVlgattoQ will be subject to the same destractioa as oar products ? 

In all this we discover evidently tin- s' rret thought which infq)ired the Mexican expe- 
dition, an expedition which bears the appearance of a temerity without compensation, and 
behind which I alone In France hate seen the general ntllitf. 

i Fmnce has not comprehended this expedition. Why f 1 will venture to reply : b. < .ume 
1^ tbe commencement it was neither explained nor explainable. It was liecause this idea 
f taking a position In Hexioo against the United States was not to be ezctusiTely French, 

but European ; it was necess;iry to consult tou'ether, to organize, to «ui< l' frankly on a 
ommon binis before acting, and this wao not done. France, accused of secret intuntioos, 
was suspectcKi by England and Spain. They l)elievcd that she simply desired to draw hei 
two allies into a war of interveutiun for pnrelj French and monarchical interests. Instead 
of combining with London and Madrid an armed, disinterested, and European policy ; and 
for tuis reason they suspected aud at last at>Hn<lf)ni'<l France. But one of two things wiw 
true; either Frnnoe was sincere and wished to i t in the common Interest, and in this 
case there ought to have been fnink exphmaiions in advance, and no action but after a 
diplomatic aud military European agreement on an equal footitig of force, which would 
thus give BO motive for complaints of reticence or want of frankness against the inter- 
vention : or France, acting alone, ought to have acted with a force worthy of herself , and 
not commence by planting her protecting flag in Mexico with ahaodfalof heroic men, aiiaa- 
doned by their auxiliarlee, and losafficleot for the accomplishment of the original conception. 

In these facts lie the vice of the enterprise and tiie rea-^ons why the people in Franco 
have not comprehended it. why Simiu has bad suspicious of it, and why England iias 
abandoned It. France, when her loyalty In the matter Is bett^ nnderstood, will brinof 
back England and S^wiln to it, or she will act alone with pn jionderating forces Spatii>h 
America will thus lie protected, the Uoited StaUss will ho repressed, Spain aud England 
brought back, and this grand enter|>r1se will turn oat the honor of the century in Europe, 
and the honor of Fran re in Spanish America. 

One can easily understand that this people have yet scarcely any of the conditions of 
an American literature. The Mexicans beft>re the citnquest, tlie pretended savages of 
Montezuma, the I^eruvians, with their poems of quippos, were in tint resp-ct much more 
a<Ivanced. Tbe gigantic monument;^ of the Aztecs have left on the earth traces of in- 
telligence and of force very much superior, thus far. to the exohnively utilitarla» edifices 
of the Americans of the north. Tiie pioneers of the north do not build for time; the 
lotr-splitters onlv know how t<> cut down in onler to s|dit up the grand aristocratic trees 
of the forests, which they sec fall with the joy of men envious of the superiority of nature. 
Their eloquence is the struggle of their leeisl.itive a>(Sfnii)!ie'}, into which they carry the 
TUth'ness of their vioh-nt manners, and wh -r • hrnt ilititH of gesture and of the cIose<l fist 
tjike the place of the beautiful moral violeoccs which the great motlern or ancient orators 
of Europe eserc iso by aid of persuasion or logic, or men of retiuenient assemble together 
for flf ]inrp'-se of s. . I.itiL' in common after the ri^ht ami the jii'^tlco of things. 

Their j«>uruals, innumerablu because they cost little or oothtag, are ouly so many re- 
ceptacles of advertidoments of the charlatanisms recommended I17 the Barnums of the 
press — receptjtclcs of calumnies and invectives thrown out daily to the varlon<* parties, in 
order to fasten upon them odious appeilattons or trivial scouiiations, so as to di^edit one 
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another, nnd to take away their snbsrribci*. Their '•salons'* are hold in hotels; their 
circks of men, which are tempered neither by gotnl feelirjg nor by p<>litcne«« tcwaid 
Vfom«-n, are only po many clubs of eager tradesmen, utilizing even their hour* of repoae 
for tlieir pun^efl, proud to know only ttwt which bringK them In money, and cntcrtMiuiDg 
each other only with real or illusory enterprises, by whith they may eentriple their fortunes. 
Their liberty, altotiether pers<jnul, h<i.s ulway.s WfUiclliinj; about it hostile to i^onie cue; Ui< 
absence of all kittdneH.>i of niantx-r ^ive8 them in general the air an<i the attitude of •DIM 
tiie v lio is in the exj-ectation of beiiiji in^-ulted, or wIh) Hcirks, by force of pride of man* 
Ler. to prevent the iu;>ults that may be oflered him. They have conM-iencu tbeuiselvei uf 
the continual disagreeableue^>8 of their nuuuien. 

( 'ri< ot tlirir rare {olititul orators, (the most f'lo<}tie!it and most honest among them.) 
whom the envy uf his fcllow-citixenB has alwuyb ureveuted from being elevated io Uw 
presidency of the republic. 8Rid to me one d»y : ** Oar liberty oonstets m doimg all that wmi 
b* the most dunqmihlf to nvr neighhors." The art of being disafrrccable in their sec ond natun- 
To be willing to please iji a symptom of love. They love no one ; no one iovc^ them. It 
b the ezpiatlmi of efrotisit. RtHtory presentt no parallel of stich a physiognomy : prida. 
CoMiiCffS, 1 'n. ctnesH of features, niecbaiiisra of gestures, munt hin!; of tobacco in th<' 
tnouth, bpit-box under the feet, legs perched agaiasit the chimuoy-jambe or duubled up oq 
themMlvee wlthoot regard to the reject whieb man «wet to man, an aooeot brief, no- 
notonous, ituperioM.>;, a diKdainfnl air imprinted in every fieatarD— thia !■ tho i^ctora of cm 
of these autocTAti^ of money. 

With few exceptions, which stand ont and which Kiffer by the general prewrare In u 
inferior atmofphere — exceptions so much the more respecUible, iuaijmuch as they are luore 
numerous in the individual — and there is the North American ; there U the people to w1k4B 
Ur. Monroe, one of their fiattererB, KJiiti, in order to be applauded : ** 'the time if com 
when yon ought no longer to soflfer Europe to mix in the atTiiir>< of Arat^rics, and fioM 
which yon ought to oommenoe to exerdae a preponderance in Uie afiain of Europe." 



Mr, Ronuro to Mr, Seward, 
[Tianslatloii.] 

Mrxican Legation in tub Unitrd States or America, 

Wiuhingt4Hh December 24, 1865. 

Mr. SbcRBTARY: I have the honor of transimittiiig to yon, for the iiiforina- 
tion of the govcrnmeut of United Stnff.x, doctiments rolatinp^ to ^fexican 
MfHiirs ; nntl although fionie ot tliein arc of old date. T tliiiik them all of sufficient 
ixnuortiiuce to be subiuitted olhcially to your coiujidcruiiou. 

1 on will find among them eeveral tbat manifest the atroeitiea of the Cnropein 
mercenaries sent to enclave the 3Iexican people, and to perpetmte all sort8 of 
oiitraj^es tjpon them in tlio nnmc of civilization, and in a coittitry \\-\v\ already 
consider aa conquered, and otlier reliable report.*' of the coudiiioii of things ia 
the central part of Mexico and on the western coast of the republic 

I embrace this occasion to renew to you, Mr. Seetetar)', the assurances of my 
most distingoished consideration. 

M. BOMERO. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 4t;., Sfc, 



KO. 193.] DSPARTMENT OF FORKJOX ILLATIONS 

An> OP QoTOUiKiirr, National Palacr. 

Chihuahua, May 17, I8fi5. 

The citizen Pretiideut of the republic has seen with pleasure what you have oommttDi* 
cated in yonr note No. 1S7, of the 4th of April of this year, witli reference to the denmtt- 
■trations of ptihlif r. joicinpf which took pla< «> in WaHhin^ton Upon the reception of Um 
new» of the occupation of Petereburg and of Kichroond by the troops of the Union. 

The allnrions of the Hon Mr. Johnson, who at that time only had tho character of Me«« 
rr.-i-lcnt of tl..^ T'riit. (I States, iiiul of the Oon. Mr. Seward, demonstrate th.it in th<»t 
country the intrigues and the acts by which Napoleon has M.n-ht to in}»!r^« tl<o rninl 
States during its dvU war haw not been lost sight of. Hapoleou ha* oiicaduJ the people 
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of the south by not fAVoring them, from fear of an open rupture of tho Kovernracnt of the 
United Stuti'8, a8 much as they cxpfttL-d and wished ; and he has otfen<itii tht* iioitii by 
ciuaiiy showing, m far an that fear wuuld 1ft him, how raucli hi- (Wired their dowulall and 
the permauent deutructiou of the Uuion. Without doubt the terras of Nnpnleun'8 letter 
to Gent-r il Kort-y have also been r<-inenib' red, in which, without. tact or prevision, lu' ntatiMl 
that the i»riutif»al object of the iuterveiilion in Mexico was to oppose the United Stated, and 
to mise up agaiogt it the Latin race, as if it was possible to elevate a race by seeking to 
humiliate and dej^rade one of its iiRmberR and fonu-nt forget fu I nf*s8 of all of its sentiments 
of national dipiity. In or<!er to avert the elYects ot that stupid lack of foresight, tho French 
senate fawi sought rect-ntly to record, in itg answer to the addrMB on the Opening of 
Fej^sioiH, that the Intervention in Mexico ha.^ not hail anv object in the antngonismof IMMi 
the senate thus pretendiiig to deny the express terms of the letter of Na|H>leon. 

In the sllnsioosof Mr. Hewnrd to the prudence of the Emperor of Austria, who has taken 
rare to make known that lie has no pympafliv with rcbi llii n anywhere, he assuredly had 
reference to what was manifested to his governmeut with reference to the civil war in the 
United States, and also to what the govorament of the republic has reamn to know waa 
COmmunicMted to that of the United States at tlie bej^innin^' of last year with reference to 
the anivai of Maximilian in Mexico, explaining Uiitit waa hit own personal affiur, in 
which the gorerament of the Emperor, his brother, had no part whatever. This was an 
act of pruiieme on the part of that s<»vere:j;n, and at the same time of tli^nity ; for he did 
not wi»h to Uiko port in the unworthy eut«rprise of the archdulie, his brother, who con- 
sented tooome to Mexico to represent there the humble po«tition of the simple instrument 
of a forei;^ govern meut, and, in addition, the instrument of a government which had just, 
in Lomhanly, been the means of conquering and humiliating his country and family ; who 
consented also, ^t the call of a few Mexican traitors to their country, and reserving, in his 
turn, to deeeive them and to prove false to them, whan after a little he should be oidored 
by til" I'rehch Kovernmeut. 

I renew to you my attentive consideratioo. 

LESDO DB TBJADA. 

Citizen Matias Bomeko, 

Envoy Extracrdmary and Jlinuter 



The followinij letter was written by a Mexican officer in tho gervioe of Maximilian, who 
was atconii aii) nig a detachment of Belgian troops sent into the St ite of Michfjacan. It 
reveals a tale of horror that shows how utterly impossible it is for Maxiyiilian ever to pacify 
that c niitry exeept liy the extermination of all its inhabitauta. The civilisation he la 
iutrodueiug is wuri»e than that'of th» Goths and Vandals : 

Mabavatio, 4prtl 27, 1865. 

Mt Dean XJimtM : Since I left Mezloo fhb Is the first opportunity I have had to address * 

you a letter and communicate anything about our campaign, in which the fatigue is very 
great and the results next to nothing. For fifteen days we have been marching through 
mountains and deserte, behind an enemy whom we have not had the felicity of seeing even 
at a distanee. Woanived at Zitacuro and ft und it deserted — the houses o|>en but without 
inhabitants, nor even a nign that they h»id been occupied; for, all the inhabitants being 
enemies, liiey had retired some time since to tbe mountains and the must distant estates. 
Finding the place deserted in ttiis manner, this cfrcnmstaiice, added to what hadocenrred 
pome days l>efore to the force of l-Mtnabrid, caurted the Belgian colonel, the solecommauder 
of the expedition, to become very indignant, and to order the most severe measures yet 
necessary in nuch cases as this. 

On the day following our arri^ al at this collection of houses— for it cannot be called a 
town where there are no inhabitants — we left fur tbe neighboring villages and ranches 
with precise orders **to raw and destroy everything in them." In ^t, on this day we 
burneil the vilhiges of San Francisco and San Miguel, leaving their inhabitants without 
property or home. It was a scene that would have filled with consternation even a Nero. 
Think of the fiimillea In the street, the children crying, some calling fWr their fothers, who 
had fietl distracted to the mountains ; others entreating in the most pitiful manner ; and, 
accompanying all tbe«e laments, tbe echoes of the trumpet sounding without cessathtn the 
order to set fire. Everywhere was seen nothing but flames, which devoured everything. 
In fine, to lehito to you all that I saw would be impossible. This operation fini.>.be<l, we 
•toured the fields and drove ofi' the cattle, the horses, the mules, everything, in fact, which 
belonged to the miserable nafertunatcft wbo/ia less than three hours, saw perish all their 
•avings <tf many yeaxs. These operations we hare repeated with two other villages and a 
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badendA Wlonprinir to one A l ias. who is serving witik BIto PtIackM, and finallj we left fin 

this point, whcnn- wi* procw<l to Morelia. 

Up to tlio preKent tidip T Imve ouly l«i»»t from my squadron two men and twelve relgiang, 
whom the Indians gnnMiM'i in tlie monntnins end whom tbey killed like do^^'s in the vil* 
Inire ()f s^id Uateo, whidi*aUo disappeared from the sceDe, thanks to the fire which coo- 

Bumed it. 

I have met with no accident, and M I am more accustomed to active life than to quiet, I 

am well and in \ t'ry ir(><-i oniiition. 

I trust that your in altli iia^ &\m improved, and that everything is going on well, which 
J fihall be much pleased to hear. 

With great and rinoere aflection, your nephewi who hopes to see yon Roon, 

SILVIANO SAVA. 

Geneiml Josfe AnomoHnBiUA. 



Anioniif Lojxz de Sania Anna, wtU-dfwving citizm qf the country, and generai qf durinom <^ At 

national armies of MtJttco, to Ms countrymen : 

Mexicans: He who hm always addre^-d you on solemn occasions, whether to explain to 
jrou his political conduct, or to give yon advice, or to offer yon his sword, is the same who 

now claimK fmin yiu flic irreiitot cAlmiusx antl attention, in okImt tliiit yon tn:iy li>teu to 
him once nuiw. I ^peak to you from thu heart. 1 have never deceived you, because truth 
ha* always iK-en my role. 

The retipect which in all times and nnd^r all cifrumstiinces I have paid the tnajoiityof 
the people, imposes upon me the duty to impress upon yua that which you have alrodj 
read in my manifesto, Issued at V«m Cms on the 27th of Pehroary, 1864. 

I luilierid to the systi-m of {government wliirh appt-ared to lie proclaimed by a consi-Ier- 
able majority, in obedience to the principles wbicLi I professed, based upon submission to 
the national will, under the conviction that the Mexicans were those who, exercisinjf thrfr 
dvil omnipotence, had piven them>>e!ve>« new institutions, and were trying to tind the way 
to coiu'ilitite onler with liberty. But what a puinful error! From this hospitable island I 
cotitt niplate with iucrciising indignation the ^cHtTold which the tyranny of aui^urping peopl« 
is riuxhii: in ( ur beloved comit^ to stain it with the hlood Of oar brothers, and for the 
destruction of ( iir pcnple. 

From tbis isluiKl I have contemplated u1j*o. with pri le, your stnit^gle for life witb the 
invaders of your country, the soldiers cdlcd forth by the Intervention, and the trumpet of 
the free htis made my heart pulpitute with joy, as in the happy days in which we coml*aftd 
together in defence of our firesides and our outra-^ed rigbt^. The liopes of ttiosc who souglit 
in monarchy the repose which the repnblic denied them have been disappointed ; tbs 
• national (1'_rnity has been contemned, justice il riili d, our holy rights trtxlden under foot, 
thought eualavcd, prostitution elevated and virtue vilified, the sanctutry dmped iu mouro- 
ing. and the church afflicted with trIHolatloDS. Terror is seated npon the scaffold, hrand- 
i'hins over the patriots the knife of extermination. Wiir to the invad'-r-; I Liberty or 
death nhould be the cry of every generous bosom in which honor has her home, independ- 
ence her altar, and liberty her rites. 

We thouprbt thiit the Arthduko Maximilian of Atistria would restore to ih pe ice. and 
be has been the new element of discord ; that witb wise laws he would enrich our treasury, 
and he has Impoverished It in an Incredible manner ; that he wonld bring us happinem. aiH 
the misfortune* are innumerable which in so short a time he has heiip«?<l tjpor. the ruins of 
ensanguined Mexico ; that in fine he would be consistent in his priucipk^ and promi!»eii if 
he accepted tho views of President luarex in all that related to reform, at the same time 
that he- perse* it > I'im and gives him war to the knife. 

Enroponn miventiners formed his guard of h(»nor. Tlie French bayonets are the founda- 
tions of his throne, and in the mean time so many see themselves condemned to oldiviun. 
to the contempt of tho veterans of independence, once the glory of our nation, acid now 
objects of derision and mockery for the fon i^jn soldiery. Such !tl^l!lt-; nmnot \m- tolerated 
any longer. The hour has come in which we should exterminate uom tlie bocicd soil of 
the free the farcical rabble who profiuie the land with thdr feet, and hisult us with their 
presence. 

Liberals and conservatives, forget our fratricidal contentions, and advance to the rescue. 
Iy:t us unite together against the common enemy. One banner covers ns — the flag of 
liberty. One thought alone aninint-s na — that of war and dt-ath to tlie invab irj who 
destroy our towus and oities and behead our brothers. Eternal uxocratiou to thu tyrabU 
of our country 1 
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CMnpfttrlotK. tf. on rcMltn^ my nMntfiMto of latt yeiir, yonr ftttoitlon thould be aixeBted 

l)y f!) ■ (■xprtt'^ion that "the l;i<t woril;^ nf rnv consrirncp and of my convict iims U constitii- 
tionnl DQonarcby," remember that I also said on the Rome occasion, " I am not an enemy 
of demncmcy, bnt of its wc e nWM nwi, above all, do not forget that I waa the founder of 
tlio n'tniMic. A pcdplc is free, whatever In' their form of ^'ovoinmi ut. when the head of 
the nutiun forgets thut he is human. Let him remember only that be ia the organ of the 
law. Thid, my belief, wan also yonn when the repnbllo was cbanfred to an em|»lre. 

But Wf liave beet) mistaken. Tlie prince whom you cliose is not the or:,Mn of tlie law, 
but the usurper of oar rights. He in not the defender of national independence, for if bo 
were be would not cede Sonora. Be is not the sovereign of the nation, bat tbe bnmbte 
▼aaial of a foreign potentate. 

In order to inspire greater confidenc<^ in the new form of government which you have 
just adopted, and to carry to the tiirone tor your benefit the advice of experience, I went to 
Vera Cniz to meet the proclaimed emperor, disposed to give him, without reserve, all my 
support; but his arbitrarinesf and dirtcourtc'sy closed tlic doors of my cnufitry upon me. 
The decree of niy exptilsion was written in a lan^^uajje which our forefatiiors did not speak. 

I "we you an explanation. The pul>h'c journals of the cnpitn! poblisbed my recogoitlon 
of tiie Ftericii ititerventii >n This act uf mine did OOt originate from mj OWn will, but WAI 
impoHed upon roe l»y tiie force of circumstwuces. 

ttcareely dM the steams tbat conducted me anchor In tbe port, ere a French commander 
pre8<'nteti himself before me on board of tlic vessel, at; the cliief superior of Vera Cru?;, and 
tnade known to me that I would not be allowed to land, but, on tbe contrary, he should 
oblige me to return In tbe same venel. if I did not immediately oomply witt) the coodltkms 
whi< li he presented to me -\vritten hi French. ThcFo conditionR required me to KCOgnilO 
the intervention and the monarch elect, and not to address the people. 

Sncb qnfet ioaolence oould only excite my indignation, but tbe enflbrlngR of my wife, 
canned l>y tlie painful journey by the sea, and the advice of pome of my friends wlio came 
to meet me, inclined me to snbscriiie to these conditional which, however, did not liberate 
me from tbe annoyancee to which I was exposed. 

All this proves that the intervention could not be supported without mii^trust of the 
preitence of the soldier who had always defended with energy the rights of his country, 
bumbling on various i)crai>iooB the ling of the haughty potentates and making their so-called 
invincible legions bow under the yoke of democracy. 

My friends, in nddrepsinp you to-day, I am only inspired with the desire for your happi- 
res8 uud the glory of Mexico. No unworthy sentimentH dictate my words. I have shed 
tome drops of my blood in your defence, and I would t>hed it all, were it necessary, fighting 
In your armies, if not as your chief, then as a private soldier. In tbe mean time, while 
clrcuni^tancc'tt prevent me from joining your ranks, I wish you to know the stntiments with 
vhlch I am animated. 

Compatriots ! on the memorable 2d of December, 1822, T adopted as my motto the<«o 
words: "Down with the empire ! Live tbe republic !" Abajo el mpeno ! Viva la repuUica I 
And now, from the foreign soil upon which I am exiled, J r^ent that motto with tlie same 
enthoBhwrn* 

A. L. DE STA. ANNA. 

Sr. Tteoaus, /u/y 8, 18M. 



Cfnr or Uixico, Septmbv 19, 186fi. 

On the 16th of September last was the 44th nnnivenaty of Mexican independence. 
Maximilian availed himself of that oooaslon to make a moat remarkable speich, intended 
as a warning to the United States 

If any one had been laboring under tbe Idea thai (he Auftrlaa archduke was abont to 

leave Mexico, tliat iniprehnion mnt-t Ite di-pclle<l. Hnwever fjrcat may l)o tlie complicatiims 
that are to arise with tbe United States, he is contruiited irrevocably to remain in Mexico. 
Bis speerb contalna tbe following solemn and unmistakable words : 

" No influence in this world can malie me waver In my duty ; every drop of my blood is 
Mexican now, and if tiod sends fresh dMUgers to threaten our country jou will bee me tight 
in your ranks for its independence and integrity. I am willing to die at tbe foot of our 
gloriouR iaiiner, beouise HO haman power oan wrest from me the trust with whidi yon hava 
endowed me." 

No more direct reference or open deflanoe to the United States could be made. Now, 

after our war baa terminated and time tor ntlection has l>een given. Maximilian, In defiance 
of the well known views of the United StJites. deliberately takes his stand, and says: "I 
ghaii remaiii in Mexico." It is too late for him to say, aa he might have dune btfore, that 
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be was roistftken and had been misinformed with reference to the viewB of the Mexican 
people; and tbat they do not desire an inipi'riul form of government, and that in defer»*nce 
tu Uit'ir wishes he vms willing to aUlicatc the throne. Now the dio is caet, and the throne 
mnrped through the aid of the arms of France is to be maintained nt all haznds This 
Important step, however, hiul a hit:her oriirin than the vacillHting pnrpofie Hn<l feeble will 
of M>ixiniiii.in. It einanateh from l\iri.s. Maximilian h the 8|x-:il\er, but thu wonlii are the 
words of I/iuis Napoleon. It is evident, from the advic<fl that have reached here from 
Frame, that this sju'ech. a» well as the aliandonment of the journey of Carlota. Iiis wife, to 
Bel)^ium. are the result of diiect orders from Napoleon, who has decided Ut meet the i^ue, 
ftud he it is that is to be held ret<ponsible. 

So stronir has hee;) (lu; feeliii^: of rnnti.l. nce here on the part of Maximilian and his 
advisers, <>irice the receipt of recent advices from I'aris, that he has gone fuither thaa any- 
body hed drMmed he w<»uld, and has attempted. In order to encoorAge emigration from the 
Botith, to efitnMisli slavery in hii dominioiis. IV ''ore i n'erinRrn his edict U|K>n this suhiect, 
I will refer fur a monieat to the coloniziitioa butiue^ and how it has been m&na^cti ber«L 

It h«8 always been the plan of Louis Napoleon and of Maximilian to rely in n coiiaider> 
able degree for the maintenance of their (x^sition here U|K»n the support of disOOHteoted 
emigrants irom the south who would seek refuge in this country. 

In the Mexicans alone they saw no element^ strong enongh to oppose the United States 
in the dil^iculties which they foresaw would arise upon th«- teiniiuation of our wur. Bnt 
they have calculated upon a large emigration from the south, and this expiains their 
•n:dety to receive wiib open arms all who harbored prejudice or had grievances yet to 
ledrera with the United States. 

To secure this immigration (liey were willing, of courf<e, to take them with all their 
pit judiceg of color, and, in fact, u ncceiisary, iuUirectly to adopt, for a time at least, their 
Well- trit'ii ^y^tem of labor. * 

The first plan waa to have Duke Gwin, m commipsinner general of emigration, to h^ 
located in the northern and fionticr htates, aitd there to build up a barrier against the 
encroachments of the United 8tates. This plan would have been carried out bad not the 
rebellion been crushed so speedily. Tbat unexpected and undchired event deranged their 
plans and rendered more caution neccf^sary. Duke Gwin was obnoxious to many of the 
leading rebels, who soon arrived in Mexico, and his nam* had been too prominently mm- 
tioned in connexion with Ihe scheme, and Its purpo8<' wsis t<xi well ktiown, for it to l>e pre- 
dent to have him any longer at the head of it. Conac^ueutly Duke Gwin was uncers- 
monioosly thrown overboaid« and a uew plan has now, after much dellberatioD and etady, 
been adopter I. This plan, besides ac ■ nm[>li>!iinir r\l] the purposes of the original stliTri''. 
has the merit of appearing not to be exclutiive, and of preseuting only the honest purpuH 
of populating the oonntty with laborers from abroad, whose presence all admit Is so moch 
needed. 

The scheme is embrared In several decrees which have been recently issued. One iseoed 
on the 5th of September proclaims *'that Mexico Isf^ceh opened to emigration ft^all 
countries," (which tiieaos s<iiithern eniit,'r.i(iiin.) and is d llowe<l by certain " HegulHlions." 
signed by Maximilian himKelf. which, while declaring free, aocordlog to the laws of the 
empire, all who enter the Mexican territory, proceeds toestahliiA certain mles and regnla* 
tiiairt by wliich the lalx>rer is thrown really into a wori«c state of slavery than that of the 
southern States ; and a slavery that is not confined to the oolmed man, but extends to all 
laborers alike 

The ptoni, or laborers, have to make a contract with their master, who is f^tyled /sliw, 
by which they eneage to work in his Kcrvicc for a periiHl of not less than five nor mora 
than ten years, which contract can be renewed at itii expiration. 

The patron is to engage himself to feed, clothe, and ksep the serfs and to nurse them 
when sick. p;iyin.r tlit tii nlso gome nomiml wa^es iu money. The p;itrou hm also to fee<l 
h'\6 Bervaui H children, and these, should the tiither die, are to remain in his service until 
they become of age. Fugitive ssdSi an condemned to the public works, without pay, 
until their nmsfer may demand them. 

Vou h'tve d lubtleHS heard of the former peonage system of this country, of which 
scarcely a vestige has for manj yeara remained, and that only In a limited pwrt of southern 
Mexico, wliere it ha-; < xi-tcd in violation of Inw and only under an abusive practicv of the 
laud-owners, who luivc tliere a controlling intiuence This system was equivalent to 
slavery, bnt the early legislation of Mexico and the oonstltutloo of 1657, In expr e s s terms, 
strictly al*olished it and prohibited its ext rrisi- umier severe penaltiea. 

But it has remained for Maximilian, the Austrian, the docile tool of Napoleon, to 
attempt to Te>cetabl{sh this odious relic of the past, and deliberately to syKtematlse by 
formal e<lict. and cover with the cxilor of lawful right, thia shameful practice «if virtual 
human slavery. (Jan such things be allowed In the middle of this ninetttentb century, 
and when in the United Slates thai odious InBtttatliMi has Jnst been aboli&bed at the cost 
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of the great/>st wnr tlie world hns ever seen? The ol-jcct of this PchoTne Is. while avoidintf 
the u«eof the word "slavery," to eRtabtiiih a pyntem in place of it which fihnll 1>*> equally 
MtitifHctoiy to mmthcrn men. and, while thus appart-ntly drawinsr th^m in a» eini^rintti, to 
•trebf^thcii their hands in the eveot of any moveniont by the Uriit«>d Bt itcK. For the ia- 
Ibrmation of your revlers 1 enclose a copy of the decree nnrl " ref^ultitions" annexed 

In addition to the evidence showing a dtsitjn to txcure the siip|>ort of diiSCunteDted 
people from the Kouth, conetant ailditions to the existinK force in this country are being 
made from Fnuu e. A Frf>nrh s<t*';im tran^pott htw just landed at Vera Cros 80tt meiii and 
the last pncket fruui St. Nax-iirc luought 6U(). 

There are also on the way and expecte I soon to arrive 1.200 Ezvptims, while the money 
remittances from France phow that N:»ivileon i« prepuriiii,' t • maiutaiii a 1 iTLr<- armv here. 

The recent order of the Secretary of War difbindiug a large put of Slieridau ft urmy on 
the Rio Orando. has caused a great deal of mtisfaction to the govemmvnt here; and tbef 
assume that it U proof poettire that the United Statee does nut Intend to distarb tiieir 
poenetision of Mexico. * 

It is ev«n asserted that the recognition of the United States will y^t be ohbdniHl. Qnfte 
a numl'iT "i -.v^vwU of Maximilian arc now at work in tlie I'liited St.it<'s. who arc well 
Bopplied witi) funds for influencing poptilar opiuioa there through the prc^s and other 
channels, 'like chief of these is an Anstriao eonut, a personal friend of Maximilian, who 
was formerly a'^tinj; as the assistant liecretary of the yet to be created navy. S Hor Arroyo 
is acting under him as so-called oommerciul ageut, and tieilor Degollado hohis an inferior 
position subordinate to iKith. Enconreged by the reported withdrawal of our troops from 
the Rio Grrtude, these etforts will be redoubled ; but it Is to be hoped our ^:overnmeot will 
in season appreciate how great an encouragement to Napoleon this measure will be, and 
■ospeud any further diminution of the forces at this roost important strategic point. 

The internal condition of affairs hete could hardly lie worse for Maximilian and the 
French than it is at present. The number of gueiilla.s increases every day. and new 
leaders are coming into the field in every direction. They annoy and cut utY the (^^mmu- 
oicatlon of the French, interrupt theii mails, attack their ci^ivoys, prevent all ti iv 1 ex- 
cept under 8trofi<r militar}' escort, stop the transit oi merchandise, pii k olT the French 
pickets, and, whenever an opportunity is ullorded them, swoop down upon anil surprise 
•ome small outlying detaobment. When pursued, they invariably disband and disperse in 
every direction, and are constantly alw iy« i)einc: pnrsni-d hut never d«'.stroyi d As cjm 
easily l>e iiuiigined, this kind pf warfare is excessively annoying and unsittisfactory to the 
French. They are Icept in a oontlnual state of oooertainty and alarm, are constantly sniw 
jecte<l to loni; :i'm1 wcurv marche^i and are riirhtintr an enemy whi' is \1u iys !>i tVirc them 
but never overtaken, and is as inUiugibio as a shadow, >et surrounds tliem and harasses 
them everywhere night and day. The Aostrians and Belgians in considerable bodies haTo 
often been deftat^d l>v ti e j^uerillns, so that tlie firmer are no Inntrer feared by the Mexi- 
cans, while the lattt-r are even despised, and when taken prisoners are siuipiy disarmed 
and let go at once. If I were to enomerate ail the diflTerent encounters with the gnerillns 
which are contained in the recent nuni' ern of the Franco-Mexican p»peiK, 1 should fiJ| 
whole pages of the Herald. I will therefui'u content myself, as evidence, with translating 
a few items from La Sodedad, an 'nlCra cierical p iper of this city, and L'Estafette, the 
organ <;f (Jeneral ftiiuiine. 

The £stafette of the 7th of September comments upon the defeat at the Rio Florido. in 
the Htate of Chihuahua, of a dHachmeni of Frt;nch soldiers by the liberal General Pntoni. 
The same issue has als<j the following: 

••The neitrhbnrhood of Toluca has just hccw the Fccne of painful events. The • dii^si- 
dents" h.ivitiir surprised at .SjiU Felipe a detachment of the municipil guards, it was dc- 

stroy-d. 'J'iiis disaster exists the municipal L'Mid of Mexico seventy men, and Captains 

Concim and Moncaiia, aiMi Lieutenant Gulindi)." 
The S<icied.kd of the 8th t>ays : 
FigueroM toolc possession at Teoomovaca of a tmiitetn of $200,000. proceeding from 
Oaxacato Vera Crn/., the troops that es irterl the money having lieen completely touted." 

In the is<ue of the lOtb the same (Mpcr ivlds : 

**TUe Ukdetin of Tlaccotalpam pnblisheit Fignerna's report of his engagement with the 

Austrians. ufier he left TchUiicin, at Trapii hit \ on the Kio S;il!wlo Flu'neroa states that 
the enemy's busses were more than twenty kdled and forty-eight prisoners, among them an 
Austrian lieutenant of cavalry.'* The tmme paper adds : " We are informed from a trust* 
worthy soiirct' that Fra'.ruso. who U aic.iiii la the tield. snrpri-t'd. on the eveiiins; of the 2d 
instant, at tiie hacienda of tssMX Antonio del Valle, an imperial force of ninety dragoons 
from Siin Juan del Rio. All were taicen prisoners, except a few who escaped by scaling 
the walls of the hacienda. From the «imc source we learn that Uualde, (another liberal 
cliief,) coming from Huapango, crossed the n.-itional road to the interior on the Sd instant 
with • fwoe of five htmdred men on his way to M* zquital." 
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El Pnjaro V.-rlr nf tlir Olli ^nyf^ : 

"Ueucrnl Kiiclcb ^iuiperiiiUbi; it) furtifyiug Tepeje del Bio, to await there the enemy, 
who Is approadiliifr that locaHty with upwards of twelve hundred men." 

I sbould lu viT tinibh wrre 1 to irfx-at all tliat is publiRlutl nf this chiimrtor, and which It 
tbe staple ut uur daily uewA. " Tula, in the State of Mexico, has beeu captured by the 
republicans/' ** The republican forces have approeched the outskirts of Orisaha.*' **The 

iiupeiiiil Cleneral TeUHjcro ha« Ik.-*-!! drfeuttd in Nuevo Leon." Such itciu^ till the yikpcia 
GOiutautly. Maiimiliaa, or rather General Baxaiue, who is the real emperor, has aban- 
doned the ]K)Hcy of oondliatlon heretofore pursued, and it is now a war of extermination 

aguiiiet all who oppose tlieoi. 

HiTe in the capital we have recently had an alarm, and some forty prominent Mexicans 
of distinction were arrested and imprisoned without trial or charge, and for no reason other 

than tliut they were linown to be unfriendly to tbe enj))ire in the o|iiuiou8 which they en- 

terUiined, Imt without tukinp: any psirt whatever in the »trui:gle that 18 H^oing on. No 
rt-anon whatevor hue broii U8f>igned for their arrest and inipii?ounjent, nor have tboy beea 
brought bclore any tribunal for trial. Uumorsays to-day that they arc to be scut to Mar^ 
tiiiique, suhjfct to hard labor. The oiitra^jt-s and aUrocitios that arc btinjr committ. d h.-re 
by t)ie French will, when known, bhti;k the whole world and dll it with hoiiur. Poland, 
even, hnK scarcely been the theatre of more iniiiuitous events. 

Tlu So( iedad <>f th<' lit h instant publishes the loiloning, taken irooi an official refKMi of 
an engagement in A^uaci CalietitcK: 

** According to ordern. atui with the greatest secrecy, without calling upon the authori- 
ties of the \<hu v, I) <ti Manuel Lusstto (a suppoMd reptttdlCMk) wss arrested and imoiedi- 
ately shot iu bin own hou^e." 

Speaking of French atrocities, the Sombra, a seml'llbenl paper of this dty, pnhUriiei 
the followitij^ : 

** We have denounced before the nation many acts of cruelty of which the pruM of this 
dty hss taken no notice at all. We have also stated in our remarks addressed to the 

E.->tafette that it i» impoti*.ible to con^olid ito [vaio in the presence of a power which, il 
utter dittregaid of the laws of nature, ajid ^titling all feelings of humanity, decrees with 
profound Mcrecy and without any law but its own will the death of dtiaens. It is impot> 
Sible, wo lepc it, to re e^tub]ihh peace and public contidotjce by the n^e of such me^iuh " 

In my next 1 will tend jou. further extracts, which will unmistakably show the counw 
of events. o o o 



Mr. Romero to Mr, Seward, 
tTkanslatieD.] 

.Mexican Legation in thb United States op Ambbica, 

Wathinfftmh February, 14, 1866. 

Mr. SB^RKT.^RV; I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a French 
publication iai< ly iiiade in Paris, entitlcfi "Me xico Ixdop' ila; Cliambers," an.l 
written hy Mr. Gcoiges Jauret. It is ui:(l iilit* diy the most iwpartial article 
ever published iu France on the Mexican uuet^iion. 

The iroportanee of this publication is Bacn tliat I cannot refrain from sending 
it to the department under your worthy charge* and recommending it to yoor 
paitieubir att<'ntion. 

I avail niysclf of this occasion to renew to you* Mr. Secretaryt the assurances 
of my moct dibiiugui:^lied considerutiou. 

M. BOMEBO. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, ^e., Ijpe,, ^. 

[FVom La Pftsie, FSris, Jamtary 20, 1866.] 

I. 

On the 6th and 6th of Jannsry, 166S, the first ships of FVance, Spain, and Bhglond ap- 
peared In lore the huilH)i <i| \\ ti\. {'rm. bpain Imd sent u Iuikc cotUingent of 7,OOU men 
Tilt) quota of France wtm much more modest, being only 2.oUU men, aud the K" g t' ih de- 
tachment amonated to little move than 700 bSiyoiiels. 
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The dty wm evncnated before any demonstration wm mado agalnct the fort of 8aa Jiun 

de Ulloa, and the allies inimcHlmtely took quiet p^iggetthion. 

Now a series of tedious negotiations begun, and concluded with the conventiou of Sole- 
dtt<i, on the lf)th (jf February. 1HK2. lint this c nvention w;w rejected at P^iris. by a foinml 
note in the Muniteur of the 2d of April ; full diplomatic power wiui coiisif^ned to Mr. Dubois 
deSaUgny; this disavowal became the pretext of a rupture between the allies, and Tery 
■oon afterwiinls (Joneral r^ttencez, at tt>e bea«l of the French corps, re etifotced, wan at- 
tackiug the Muuubtery of Quadalupc, trautjformed ioto a citadel, at Fucbla, on the 5th 
of May. 

TbuH at each step we took on Mexican territory wc found ourselves more deeply in- 
volved. The skirt of a garment caught in a cog-wheel drags in the whole buiiy. We 
begin by wishing to protect the interests of our eonntiTmeD ; at Paebia it to the honor of 
the tkcT that rh'tnands venp;e:uie > ; iti Mexico we shall Me the exigencies of national wlf* 
love <leteruiined not to give up a work once begun. 

General Porey, taltlng re-enforcements with bim» takes General Lorenees*s plaee, and 
embarks ;it OheibtmrK on the 30th of July. He organizen bis columns, and on the I5lh i>f 
February, 1»63, nine mouths after the check at Guadalupe, he determines to take the 
of^stve. fl« bad twenty thousand men with him. The sieg^e of Poebla commenced on 
the ISth of March, and on the IBth of May the city and it8 dcft-uces were taken, finally, 
ou the loth of June, General Forey made his entry into the capital. 

We now ap[)roach the decIdTe period. The meeting of notables Is held, and on the 3d 
of October, ixtj'd, a deputation sttrts for Miramar to offer the imperial crown to the Arch* 
duke Maximilian. The candidate for the reiitored throne of Me.\ico submitte l his accept- 
aooo to the will of the people foimally exprenHcd, tlie result of this vote was c(»mmunicated 
to him ou the loth of April, and he Anally announces his acceptance to the Mexican dele- 
gates. On the 14th of April be emUirktd at Miiajnar for Vera Vinz. The lot iij now 
cast ; from this moment dates the deci^ve experiment and tiie commeucemeut fur France 
9f the bitter fruite of interrentkm* 



Under this history of military incidents there is another profound one. divereificd with 
oonfiisnl and imperceptible accidents systemaUoally dissem I K i by cileulate«1 reserves, and 
by what we are pleased to call dijiiomatic exiircneies This last is, however, the ^io^t in- 
teresting to leuru ; for it alone gives value to l<icts, in exposing the secret thought that 
has produced or directed them. 

We muht say now, as a prefnro to the work undertaken by our army, that Mexico is a 
country of a peculiar kind. It gets on, in opposition to its goveriiUientK, by f^rouuucta- 
m fa i fc w, jtmt like 8pain, from which it has preserved certain political m^>rals. At the time 
of our expedition, instability win the nonnal Condition of the different powers that jostled, 
foaght, and replaced each other. 

It may be explained in thU way : the Uexican people^ without being braTOt are restive. 
The warv kept lip for independence liave given them the habit of arms and the necessity 
(rf internal struggles. 

In line, Mexico extends over a vast territory, very poorly Joined t<^ther in its parts. 

The nb.scuco of roads, the ditficulties of oommunit itious make it a country very slightly 
coDuecteil federally, and so cut tip that a victorious party must always find resistance in 
some remote quarter of the empire or republic, once headed liy tianta Anna, then by lllia> 
mon, and now by Ju iriz 

Such were the difficu ties we undertook to overcome Iwhen we sigued the convention of 
the 81st of October, 1861. 

III. 

The idea of a French expedition first appeared in a despatch from Hr. Dubois de Saligny, 
dated in Mexico the 18th of April, 1861. The despatch was as follows: 

"In the 8tat<.- of anarchy, we miiJ^ht s\y of social decomp<»rtition, in which wc find this 
nnfortunate country, it is very diliicuU to foresee the turn events wdl tike. One thing 
seems certain to me : it is impossible to remain in tttOu 9110. Every thini; indicates that we 
are approaching a new revolution. In this situation, it t^eems to me absolutely nec<-8>ary 
for us to keep a material force upon the Mexican coast su^cient to protect our interests 
under all drcumstaoces." 

It is only a question of a protective demonstration, somewhat negative, as to plainly to 
be seen, that diverts intervention rather than invites it. 

In his de^patch of the 12th of Juno, 1861, Mr. Dubois de Saligny intensifies his thought, 
making it more decisive. It is no longer a qoestioa of simple jtrerseCmi, bat one of reefssici- 
Itoiis by force. Xhto des p a t ch says : 
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• 

" It rcma!n< for me to add. ih:\t I h^ve little confidence in the ncvr administrati' r; ; that 
the positiua of this governm<:ut appeara to m*: so precmous that I believe more thun erer 
in the neoewitr of taking immediate precantions to pat onreelvee in a condition to rapport 
by force, in case of ne«!d. the jn-iii <' nf ,.iir claims." 

In bi8de8|>atcb of the 27tb of July, Mr <le Saligny annoaaoed to Mr. ThoDvcnel that 
on the S3d. In accord with Sir (Carles Wyke, he Iwd broken his relations witb the govern 
nent uf Juarez 

As to Sir. Thouvenel, he admits the neceasity of demanding sitisfaction and inderonities; 
hnt he does not yet see, even in the most distant case, the ppiject or thonght to overturn 
the republican government of Jnarei. See in what remarlcaldy wi^e terms our iniiii>t r »f 
foreign affairi< r't;iime8 his instructions ina despatch from Paris the 5thof iieptember, 1861, 
addresftt'd to Mr. Dulx>i)i de Saliguy: 

" The government of the Emperor entirely approves of yonr conduct, and protests in the 
most forui il munner n<;ainrtt tliat of tlie government of Inai.-/.. That povernin«*fit must 
know the iiiipri>«<ion of the govenunent of the Emperor, ami must Ix* in-truutel in regard 
to what wo require of it. ITou must therefore declare to it that repudiation of the foreitru 
debt, un<ler any pretext whatever, is very unpleswint to us, and we deiua!i<l the inini' iliiit<j 
repeal uf the law of the 17th of July last. You will add, that we require the a[>{)oiutQieQt 
of commissioners in the ports of Vera Cms and Tampioo, to be designated by as, and whose 
duty shall be to ahunre the dejKisit, in the hands of the jwwers entitled to them, of tl -- fnnifs 
collected for their t/eucfit, in execution of foreign agreements, from the protits of the mari- 
time oastom^hottses of Mexico. If the Mexican government refuses to accept these coodi< 
tiou«, you will (piit Mexico without delay, with all the ptrtomul of h]» Majesty's leir:iti<in " 

At last, ou the 30th of October, the day bf fore the signature of the famous conveutioa 
between France, England, and Spain, Mr. Thonvenel addresMd Mr. Saligny another de* 
Bpiitc h. utiiiotmcing in a positive muuuer t1i>' i \|i ilitioii. tin inilitiong ander which it ml 
to be undcittken, and the object of the three powers in organising it. 

**The Emperor," said Mr. Thonvenel, *' has decided that a naval division, under Rear* 
Adiniiitl .Jiirii'ii de la (Jraviferc, ehall he sent to the Gulf of Mexie.) to demand 8atisfictiou, 
which must be given for iasults to ocr dignity and injuries of all eort^ to our citizeut. 
The government of lh« Bmperar will not act alone ; (bo government of her Britaonio 
AlajeHty and Ifaat of her Catholic Majesty propose to Join their foross to oars in this ezpe* 
ditiou." 

To explain clearly the situation, we are now forced to stop and ask Spain, iu her turn, to 
allow a brief iii>torr of her projects in regard to Mexico It will he seen htn that Ktt i) h 
policy has only yicMt-d to si licitution* from Mndiid. Tlie wrongs to that p«-»iv. r d it - link 
even further lliaii ours. As early ii« the numth of April, IHGO, before the liiuil tiiuinph 
of JmwcA, wf lifid the first diplomatic protf. stations of Mr. Pacheoo, the Spanish mialslsr 
in slexiuo.. We will soon see wiiat fiatal frnit this early germ brought fbrUi. 

IV. 

Let US proceed with the fads.. In the month of April, 1R60, as Mr. Calderon OlIaotM 
says in hisde-pitch to Mr. Mon. on the 23rl of Octohtir, 1861, Spain h ul ri 'H .'T id the 
pr<»jcct of a joint expedition, wliich would have terminated, acconling to the prupu«>«.-(i plau, 
in the establishment of a nytrfor and durtAU povemmmt, in the stereotyped langtjage of dipk>> 
macy ; but no definite res-ilution wis taken till the end «>f AtiLrnst, ]sr,l. As early «ui the 
month of September the government iucraat>es its commuoicaiions wiili Loudon and Paris; 
and 00 the loih of December Mr. Istnrfs writes from London to his government, *'That 
tht'rc U nothings' yet agree<l upon b» twccri England and France a1»out infer vention in Mexi- 
can affrtirs." As 1 have observed, it was not till the 3Uth October, in Mr. Tbonvenel's 
despatch to Mr. Dubois de SaMgny, that French diplomacy reveals the existence of nego* 
tiations for tii- c i- iclusion of a convention to be .sigticil tli-' nt-xt day. and on the 'I'M of 
the same mouth Mr. Calderon Colluntes discusses the plan of it iu a despatch to Mr. Hon, 
Spanish amtMseador at Paris. 

Let UK now leave date.-; and linsten on to the instructive portion of this history. What 
matters it whether the expeilition originated in Madrid, Paris, or London ? This question 
was definitely settled when the three powers solemnly signed the convention Octol>er Ji. 
From that day the rt;sponsihilttiS8 of the expedition ceased to be snccerfMive and personal ; 
there is liut out; action and one respotisibitiry. At present the situation has qtiif.- n diff-r- 
eut appearance. The convention h:w been given \\p, an i Franco remains at Venv L ru/. io 
fr<mt ot Mexico. We have notliing to say al»out the conduct of Spain and England a?'' r 
wiihdrawiiig from the convention of Soledad. Wbat good would it do? But our exjicdi- 
tion bat* gaincil it44 emls It remains Ui be seen whether tht so cuds were desired, ii«>ught 
for, or premeditated. And for the proper solution of the qtiestion it is certainly not witfaovl 
interest to di'over what has tx^'^n the Fn-ru h ixilicy sinrt> th.' ;^l-;t of d t,.lier', l^C>l, to the 
lUth April, Ibtil, and whtther it has been coujUuitly true to iteclf and constantly uuifurm. 
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lo our miiul there arc but two unlera of fact» in tim investication of this queijtiou : nppar- 
eot and tangibl« ftcts wad than that oeoapo volgar oomprehenstooB ; there is the letter and 

T. 

roti.^nltin? ;»7>ri'r;rnTirr?, wo c ri>i!y conclndo that France never had the idori, ost^npibly at 
leaiit, of t'xercibing any force in the change of government in Mexico. The couvention of 
the 3tst October says. In article let: 

"Th*^ coram iTi lf-rs of the allied fnrcet* shall be authorized to carry out any other opera- 
tions deemtd uccetwary to enforce the specitiu aim stated in the preamble of this coaveution, 
and |iartici]lar1y to antire protoctkm to foreign rcsldente.** 

;Mr. Cal lerori ('oll;»ntcs p:oes so far. on this occajiion, iu< to dernixnd, in his dc-^pifrh of 
23d October to Mr. Mon, the euppreafiioD of all of the article after the word "preamble." 
'* Then," said he, "the intent of the convention cannot be doabtfol." 

Let us pasft on to article 2d. certainly the most explicit: 

••AnT. 2. The hiifh contracting parties bind themselves, in the coercive measurcB pro- 
vidnl by the prept-nt ci>nventiou, not to Reek to acquire territory, nor take any private 
advanta^^o, nor to exercise in the irjt'Tiial aiTAirs of Mexioo any influence of i nature to 
disturb tlte right of the Mexican nation to choose and eonstitnte freely the form of its 

government." 

This article is very explicit ; and it appears much more so when we consider the com- 
mentaries made ii[H>n it liy ofl;ei;il declriiations and futj^. T]\c tir>-t of thc.ip coinrnentariea 
i.^ cert liiily oue of themubt explicit. Wo liud it iii a diploiuatic document from Washing- 
ton. ii!;4ned by Mr. Seward. 

Til" tliree Kuropean powers in cons;ort, moved by Fln rland, wished to have the co-opera- 
tion ot the ftjderal government. The minifiters of the three powers knocked at the door 
of the Wavhington cabinet, and the Secretary of State for foreign aiTairs answered In a 
despatch dati-d Wanhinjrton, De-^rmlvr 4, l^^i^l ; which de.^piteh bec:ins by priviiic: almost 
the whole of the convention of the 31tit October, and express^ the views of the United 
States upon each article. 

What .Mr. S '.vard >ny>i of article 2d is ]mtirnl irly interestintr : 

"The United States." says Mr. beward, " taitc great interest— and they are happy to 
think that this interest is In common with the high contractini:? parties and other civilised 

natii II-;— in helievini,' that the s<iVf-rei.,'i)s th:it have concluded the convention do not seek 
to obtiiin an enlargement of territory, or any other advantage not acquired by the United 
H^tntett, or any other dvlllsed state, and that they do not wish to exenHse any Infltienoe 
injurious to the ri;?ht of the Mexican people to elu)ose and freely establi-h the- fe>rm of their 
government. The undersigned reiterates on tliis o«^-c.'L<ion the expression of his satisfaction, 
based on the declaration of the high contractinL< p u ties, that they reco<nilse this Interest, 
•ad he is authoriKed by the satisfaction r)f the Proident of the United States " 

It is evident fmni these dedurations of the Americ in statesman that the three powers 
on<;ht to have dit>cus««d the convention of the 31st October at Wiishington, in a tjt^nse 
altot^ether Tcaesaring for the national aomelgntyand the seemrlty of republican instltotions 
in Mexico. 

Mr. Seward a. ids these characteristic declarations : 

•* It is true that the United States als<j have causes of complaint aj^ainst Mexico, as the 
hitfh ccntracting parties suppose. After mature lelli < ti ai the President is, however, of 
opinion tliat it is not pro(K;r at this time to demand Kitisfaction for these wrongs by an act 
of acccf^sinn to the convention. Among the reasons for this decision, and which the 
underi-ijTied is a'lth tri/ed to communicate, he will irie'.ntion : 1st. That the 1'nitnl ^'(ates 
prelcr, as far as put>sible, to maintain that traditional policy recommended by the Father 
of the country, and crafinned by • happy experience, which forbids them to form alliances 
with foreign nations. 2d Mexico brfn;; a iiei;^h1)or of the United States on this continent, 
and possessing, as to some of its most imi>ortaut institutions, a system of government 
anatogons to ours, the United States profess sentiments of fHendshlp towards that republio 
and tak«' a lively interest in its taf';ly, its welfiire, and its prosperity. Animated by these 
inteniions, the Uui ted States are not disposed to have recourse to coercive measures to 
satisfy th(!ir wrongs at a time when the Mexican government is profoundly distorbed by 
ifit<.riia1 dis-etisious and threatened hy an i xtein-il war. Tiiese t^amc sentiments prevent 
the United States, with greater reason, from participating in an alliance in view of a war 
against Mexico." 

The Setretar)' of State in Washington wonld have answered very dl(T< rently if the three 
powers had allowed an afterthought of dynastic restomlien to penetrate their communica- 
tions. 'Ihese afterthoughts have iona: existed, as we will soon gee ; but they are disguised, 
dimmed, and changed in tie mysfi ry of diplomatic conversitions, wailing only the com- 
ptaiiianc>> of facts anrl the attitude of the Mexicans to give them the right of publicity. 

43 O C 
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Mr. Caldercn Collnnfet lends inRtmctions to the capUin general of Cuba Tbere ^ttt 

but tlin o points to impiise on Jlexico : 1st, solemn snlisfaction for the expansion of the 
S^pani.-li iitnlm.s*Midor ; 2d, execuli()n «f the treaty hifinetl at Paris between Mou and Almonte; 
3d, intU'njuity* Nothing yet of the persin^'otive i»f a uiouurchiciil r<'?itor»tion. 

On liis part, ilr. Thcnvrnel, on the lllh of NovomiIht, l^Gl, sends instructions t:)Btar- 
Aduiiral Jurien de la Giaviore. First, he is inlorinrd of the motives of the tx^)t:<iition ; 
next, hisdutiesan pointed out to hiui, and he is told what conditions he is to inipcr>< up>Q 
the Juart z i^overnment, uith which tli-' [)itViipotentiatie3 are sti!! evidently anthipiir' 1 to 
treat. It is only later that Mr. Dubuis de ^sa^jgoy and Mr. Jurien de la Gtaviere wi.l vfii- 
dally leam the irrevocable condemnatioo fhat tfafeatenB the Mexican republic. 

Hie conibiiH'd forces of th<' tlin-e powers,*' 8;iys Mr. Thouvenel to Sir. .Turiendeii 
Graviire, in hii> nutu of the 11th of November, ** haviog arrived at the eubteru hhoxt* li 
Mexico, yott will, as I bave add, clirim puraewkm of tb« porta of that coast. After tUi 
Btep, two alternatives may arise : eitlicr you will be ret^iiited, and you will talvf tht^se p>rt* 
by force, or the local authorities will make uo material oppoeition, and the Mexican govcis- 
ment will refuse to enter Into relattona with yon." 

lioroM .' that Mr. Thi>uvenel still adniitt* the supposition of an nrmngcraent witli 
Juarez, and of course the maintenance of republican iostitutiona. This dues not certsiDi)' 
accord with the diplomatle convermtions then taking place between Phrie and Madrid, wift 
the view of a monarchical establishinetit in Mexico; but we will have occasion proven;'' 
to examine this discreet and mysterion-^ phase of facts ; we will ooutinue (or the prtaeni 
to loolc at the avowed alma and to exp m appearancea. 

Mr. Thouvenel continues thus : 

** Brnevking a tactic used by one of his antecessors in the war with the I'nited SUtei, 
Juarez would retire to the interior This ex]iedieot would not stop the allied powen 
The interest of our diLcnity, and climacteric cotiFiderations, would determine us to act 
promptly and decisively. Ihc goveriiuient of the Emperor ailmits that whether il b« to 
icath the Mexican government, or to render coercion more efficacious, you may be com- 
pelled to march into the interior, even as far aa the dty of Mesioo itadf. *' Themaicbon 
Mexico i» only rt':.;arilc<l here as a possibility. 

The conclusion of the uc-patch deserves to be given entire ; we quottj verl»ailly : 
•'The allied powers, as I have said, bave no other design than is expressed m the o'li- 
ventiou ; they do nut intend to interfere with iutenial all'airs, nor to exerciso any infiucnc* 
jon the will of the people in their choice of a government. There are, however, certiiii 
oontlogencics we nmat he prepared for, and whicli we must previoosly ezMnlne. It might 
L.ippcii tl at the presence of the al'.it-d forces on tlie Mc.xic an territory wotilil iodaoe th« 
fcent^ibie portion of the |x>pulatiou, weary ot anarchy, and longing for order and repoie,to 
try to fvtm a goTerameut with the gnaranteea of atrength and ataUHty, that have bsea 
^antini; ever since the indopi ndcnco of tlie country. The allied powers have a nianif'^t 
commou interest in ridding Mexico of the anarchy which has so long paralysed its prosperity 
and annulled the richea bwtowed vpon it so bountifully by Providence, forcing it to chsDjW 
'Unstable and expensive govcrntm nts for othcis of no better charncter. This iute^c^t ov.M 
to induce them not to dii-coura<;e these attempts, and you will not refuse them your cu- 
conragement and moral support if they undertake to establish a government that viU 
afford protection to htiaupers us well as to other residents. T!ie governnicut of the Euiptr r 
solies upon your prudence and diiicernmeut to appre ciate, in concert with his Muje«t;'« 
commtasioner, (whose knowledge of Mtzican afliiirs, from a long reaidance in that cmnitj, 
will bo very useful to you,) the events that Will come under your obaemttioii, and the part 
yon will be called upon to take in them. 



This is the first public appearance of the intentions Of the French government on the 
refttor-ation of royalty ill Mexico But these intentions nrt» so slightly deveiopi'd. an! 
little encouraged, that the French plenipotentiaries, scarcely llxcd upon Mexican soil, art; 
Bttthorized to send Juarez an ultimatum, comprehending all the wronga against Fiaaoet 
under th*' form nf impo.^ed conditions, concluding with an article 9, thus conceived : 

^'Akxjclb 9. As a guarantee for the fultilmcnt of the tinancial conditions and others, 
proposed by the present ultimatum, France ahall hare the right to oocnpy the ports of 
Vera Cmz, Tampico, and puch other ports of tlic republic that scetii proi>er, and to est it>li*fi 
commissioners to be appointed by tlie imperial government, whose duty shall be to dtlivcr 
fands collected tn the maritime ports of Meodtoo, hi execution of foreign oontracta, into th» 
hands of those powers to whom they are due, and to deliver sums due to Fkanos to Ilia 
French agenta. 

"The said agents shall alio he invested with power to redaoe by Iialf or in less prQpo^ 
tloQ, as they please, tlie duties now collected In the porta of the lepntilia 
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" It Is expressly understood thalx goods upon which importatioa duea have been paid shall 
be subjected in no ctise whatever to an aildttional ia\ of more than fifteen per cent, on im- 
port duties m internal tax or any oth«r, neither bj the aapreme goveromeat nor by the 

Htatc authorities." 

Tills article 8how8 thut the French commiseionenj reject all projects of • natoie hoettle 
to the government, and are disposed to treat with Jaaies. 

71. 

Hie openinfT of the session of 1863 was Impatiently expected. The imperial dlscoorse 

would uecess.irily ciist some light on th'iA Mexican expediUoa, aroand which rumors from 
every quurt^^r bad c&At so many shit' lows. At the openinp: of the session on the 27tix 
January, 1862, the Emperor expreK«*ed himself thus on the Mexicau quu6tioa : 

" \Vu would l>e at peace with the world if the proceedings of an unSGTUIMlloilB govern- 
incnt in Mexico did not force u.s t<) j Mfi Spain and En^'l;in<l in protecting OUT OOantiymen, 
and Huppre^iug crimen agairist luauauity and the lawh of luttiuus." 

From the data of this im]H rial is[m ech, then, it is only a question of one of those con- 
nif t-! so freijuent during tlie fust h ilf of the century ;»< v^ss tlie sea. Citizens to protect, 
ci lines to bv; suppressed — such is tlio wij«e, modest, uud e;i,sy programme anuouncud and 
avowed solemnly by imperial policy. 

Next come discus,<ioue of the atlilress Strange nmiors alxjut M; xieo circulate, and they 
find an echo in the centre of the lugisUture. Vague tiilks of monarchy iu Mexico are 
heard ; ollieious oifers to a prince of th« house of Hapsborg are hinted ; the band of five 
bestirs it.-elf, uud pn-r^ents tlji.'< significant amendment : 

** We see the beginning of the Mexican expedition with regret. Its aim seems to bo to 
meddle with the Interior affidrs of a people. Vfe advise the government to attend only to 
the reparation of wrong.s." 

Mr. Jules Favre gets up this amendment. He admits the reparation of wrongs ; but he 
•Is alarmed when the name of Haxlmilian is pronounced, particularly in diplomatic drcles. 
On tilt' 24th of January, 1HG2, Lord i 'm .vley wrote to Lord .l>\m lln.'Sell tliu.s : 

" I have heard it said so often that the ofiicers going to Mexico with re-enforcemeuts say 
they are going there to place Arehdnlce Haximtlian on the throne of that country, that I 
have thought it nt cessary to question Mr. Thouvenel on that subject, 

**I asked him ii negoUatioDa were pending between France and Austria on the subject of 
the Archdttlce Uaztmilian. His exoolloncy said no, bat that negotiations had been com* 
menced by Mexicans alone, who h i i t:' ue to Vienna for that purpose.'* 

We must confess that this alliir, lately so much of a secret, was very suddenly developed ; 
for only three days after Lord Cowley's despatch. Lord John Russell wrote, on the 27 ih of 
January, 1862, to the English minister iu Mexico as follows : 

*'Sir: I have received your despatches of tlie 18th ant! 2St]i of November, an 1 hnve 
placed them before the yueen. .Sioco I last wrote to yoa tau Emperor of the Freuck has 
determined to send 3,000 more men to Vera Cruz. 

" It is .supposed these troojis will rnaroh to t!i ■ < aj^ital with the Frotv h and Spimlsh troops 
alreiuiy in the country. It iu said tLiat the Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian will be invited 
by a number of Mexicans to ascend the throne of Sfexico, and that tiie Uesicaa people 
will be rejoiced at thini change in the form of thi^ir government. 

'* I have little to add to my instructions upon the subject. If the Mexican people, by a 
Bimultaueoua movement, place the Austrian ardidiilce Upon tlie throne of Mexico, we havo 
nothing to do with it ; that is not in our convention. 

" But we cannot forcibly interfere iu thisa£ur. Mexicans must consult their own interests. " 

And this was written in Europe, and tallted of in diplomatic circles, two months befbra 
Onr plenipotentiaries tricil to troit with Juarez and sent him the ultimatum. This is a 
mystery to be solved only by a contradictory study. Mr. Billault at this time ur^dertook 
to qaell the alarms of the opposition. The offldal orator is very plain, {Hrecise, and 
affirmative. Mr. Jules Fane dreaded the pcvject of monarchical restoration. Jfr. BUlanU 
answered him thus : 

** England and Spain have joined ns. The same offers have been made to the United 

States ; but the Unltcti States, in regard to Mexico, do ti< t tii to concentrate their views 
opoa a simple reparation of damages suffered. Their policy views things diHereatly, and 
we have dedded to act without them. [Very well !] 

** Doe9 not this union of three powers fully satisfy yon as to the private suppositions 
upon which your speech is founded ? I'ou persul in seeiatg ccrfoin Mcrel madiinaliona (J France, 
for the benefit of foreign inieretU, beyond open and avmoed fa-U. When such suppositions are 
atlirmed, you ought at least to Imva some proof of them, and you have none I '* 

Mr. .lilies Favre is afraid the conventioix of thv 3l<;t of Octob r (X)vors some nmblguityy 
aud cauuut give lull iaith to complaisant iuterpretiUiuus. Mr. iiillauit replies to him : 
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"The convention ttgreed upon by the tbree poweis Is jiitin Mid predse. Tlie aim b to 

exact {iom Mi xico : 

•■1. A luoro cili ctual protection of tije pcreons nnd property of their 8ul»j»K:ti. 

" 2. Ihe execution of obligations contracted towards them by that wpnbllc ; and artlde 

3 of the convention adds : 

**'TliC three contracting parties hind th«infcclvcfl to peek for thcoisolvcs, in the use of 
ooercivf roeamres provideii l»y the present convi nticm, no acquisition of territory, norsnj 
privatt' a<lvatit'i^e ; and to t x»Trisr in the internal niiHirs of >h >;!i i) i;o iiiflironcf of a natorc 
to trciipaH8 upon the right of the Mexican nation to chooi^e and ireclj constitute the form 
of itH govetnment.' 

" All that i.s phiin and precise. It clearly explains what the thrrr powon? intt nd to do ia 
common, and what they foihid each other to do. Against such sulemu declarations what 
proofs have yon to adduce f " 

^! r Jnks Favre aoxionsly Inqnins why we shonld go aa fiir as'tbe dfy of Mexico. Mr. 
Billault answers : 

*• Ton SMk why go as lar as the capital? Gentlemen, the topograpblo and bygfeaie 

situation of the country c«'mniand!' it lu* rwnoh as i f lilital nci r vity. To take poi---* i n 
of the coast, and remain there, would he sacriticing uur lroo[ui to the yellow fever. [J hat't 
sol that's so!] It would be destroyinj? ourselves; anarchy would reign in the interior, 
and hiii.!;h at France and it<» futile eflorts. 

<*The decisive blow must be struck at the heart of the power, and, leaving the yellow 
fever behind us, we must aamnit a less terrible enemy. 

"There, and there only, can we force our rights to be respected, and command res-ppct 
for our suhjccts, and the exef ntion of ohligationn to our ctumtry too long delayed, [(iood !] 
That is why our troops must go to the city of Mexico ; and as they left on the 20th of 
Fehrnary, they ought to he there now." 

Mr. Ilillnult does not stop at these (Ik laritions. Urged on by the current of hlS skh 
qucuce and applause of his lieanrt!, l:c btx imes more explicit : 

*• This principle which we proclaim, thi.H principle, the base of our puhlic right — inrle* 
pendence of the popular vote and ii itiimal sovereignty — we will not vinlito it in the citr 
of Mexico. ^S''e will lewe these unfortunates perfectly free ; miserable people, oppressed 
hy govern men tK yon ji li that never give them the securities and hlessings whjdists 
the righi.- of civillz d sot ieticR. If they desire to continnft that miserable existence, we 
will not force a better lot upon them ; but if they will accept a better condition, most 
certainly we will enoonmge them with all onr aympatiilei| with all our ooonael, with all 
our moral FUpixirt. " 

It Ib 8till a queaition of moral support. 

And, finally, to dispel oil ridiculoos rumors about tbe tliiono of Uexloo and tbe Ardi- 

dnkc Maximilian, to hani>h all fancies of idle imaginations, the minister makes this de* 

citave argument to the Chamber : 

**6ucb, gentlemen, is the situation, briefly explained ; and as to the rumors that gave 

umbrage to the arabasM-lor of her Tiitannic Majesty, permit me to pa.*8 them by. Ofti. era 
faid they were going to put a foreign prince upon the throne of Mexico. What 1 do joa 
suppose a great diplomat Mcret would be introstod to the first army officer that might 
be wMit to Mexico ? Surely he wa« not seiiouti!" 

In the dcitate on the address of 1863, Mr. Saligny wn« accused of having instigated the 
French government to a monarchical reetortitiun in Mexico. Wo will not nndertake to 
defend our pleni|X)tentiary against these imputations; but we must defend truth against 
conjectures. Did not Mr. 8aligny put his name, with that of ilr. Jurien de la Uraviere, 
to the famous convention of 8oledad, and tiiuH give his support to the followimr articles: 

"AuT. 1. 1 he const ilufional government now in power in the Mexican republic having 
informed the commit«iuner8 of the allied jKiwers that it has no need of the assistance w 
generously offered to the Mexican people, because it has the strength to pre.Hjrve itself 
from internal revolt, the allies will resort to tn^tiea to prearat the reclamations theyais 
charged to mr.ke in the name of their res{)ecti\ <■ nations. 

" Art. 2. With thi;* intent, the representative^ of the allied powers protest that they 
have no intention to injure the sovereignty and integrity of the Mexican tepnbUo. iftgo* 
tialions will be opened at Orizaiui," 

This was written on the lUih of February, 18C2, over the signatures of tho represen- 
tatives of the allied poweis. These principles were subsequently denied ; bnt the fact is 
not lees serious, inasniueh as it reveals the nature of the in^tructionB given to our pleni- 
potentiaries, 'i'he preliminary convention of tk>ledad is the authorized and o£&cial coia- 
mentary of the convention of the 31et of October. 
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VII. 

The sitiMtioQ is now c]<>\rly fi'<t\hl!shf? 1. Tt comes out as erid-^nro, that tmM! tlio official 
rcjcctiuu of tho Hoicilud cuaveiition, the French governmeat did uot ackuowledge as aa 
avowed object nnd aim the represKlon of the Mexican rcpablic. The expedition is con> 
fiaed, ostensibly at lni>t, to iht* pru lent limit-* of ii siin;)!<! rcvin lic iti'->n. ITnv, IIilmi, has 
it hiivu broui^Ut to abm<lua tliat pulioyf By what iatrtgue ho^ it bovti iiu^ielled to a 
monarchical criuaile? By what auociittioa of i'Senc or facts has it been led to dream of a 
reBUrrocti'iR of :\:\ itnM<-M il crown f.)r the hfnt'fit of th'^ Ar Ii Ink-* Maximilian ? 

H«ire we fancy that I'rouch policy has left its old iuitiatiou, yielded to the solicitatioos 
of the coart of Spiilti, and saffered Itisolf to be caaght in a net of intriifiies, woven for It 
liy it> I. fiip.vs ; hut it irt y. t only an n|»rM-henrion, and WO leavo It to facts that we are 
{fuiug to produce to coatnulict or atlirm it. 

Let ne go bock some years. As early as the 19th of March, 11)60, the RpAnfsh govern- 
merit b»');iin to propoK'i it^ claims a','tinst a country "tin; HitiMtion of whicli ooukl not lie 
momt.'* Miramon then ruled tlio rcpnMic ; hnt we mu»*t i; > hi' k to tho "^ith Novcmht-r, 
1858, to discover the first thonu'ht of a joint intervention in the alT.urs of Mexico. At 
that date Mr. M a be;^ to coufor with Mr. W>ilewskl on the neoessltj of establishing a 
goverunient ami n firm pow'^r in thos-? coMntries. 

On tl.i- .'M of January. l.«,'>9, Mr. Men ng;iin wrote to Mr. Cahleron ColIantc« in these 
tcrnH : "The thoii,c;ht thaf I Imw n^t htcn able to make your exc-llency romprelien-i is 
to fitnl out if it Ih n<»t pot;.-<iI)Ie to aiil iti forintii.r a t^overtnnonr in Mexico, which, supported 
at (ir>t hy tlie tlueo powers, mi;,:ht ullcrwHrdM e.\ist without any a.s.siNl.uice." 

Wotilil not any one sajT tiiat this despatch was written the day before the convention of 

the 3 1 St of Oof orer 

Air. Mou coutiuued : "Will yuur cxo^lkucy inform me, if |)08«iible, what form is be.st, 
and what means most available, to attain ttihi end f Count Walewskl and myself have 
left tliirf question hiTt*, in order to resume it iit a more convrniont soasou." 

Mr. CalderoQ Collante.4, minit^ter of Btate, writes to Mr. Mon, on the 10th of January, 
that it is of the utmost Importance to establish a strong and durable power In Mitxico ; 

bnt that t-o pfT'^u iih' >!''xi:' ) t > this, rw/ral futiion ami prirrlij dtih^mafir ih-^rir^inm nrr m''"' ■iml. 

As to the iuili<itive taken in thid grave question by Spain, it is indii^putably athrini'tl in 
these few lines, borrowed from a despatch of Mr. C^alderon Cotlantes, on the 18th April, 
18(>0 : 

" Vonr excelleocy knows of the attempts* made several times by the government of her 
MajcHty to induce Enirland and Fmncc t > j >in In the adoption of mensnros to put an end 
to ti e anarchy now ex!iiiu.<tin"j: the Mexican rop»jhlic." 

The minister of »>tate in Madrid c«>!itinued in thene terms ; "I hvl a consultation some 
time ago, on tltis ive all'air, with Mr. Barrot, the French amlMsmdor. Mr. Barrot trans- 
mitted my remarks to the department of foreign alTair.s of tiio l^mporor. hnd recently he 
re id me mi extract fronj one of hi;? despitehcs, wliii h mys that the jjovernmenta of Franco 
nnd Kugland are now di^poi^ed to combine their cO'orts to cutabliiih a Kovernment in 
}!exi>>>. to l>u reco4ni/x.>d by the whole nation, and put an end to the pidnfiil oondltion of 
that unf'irtunafo co'mtry. 

Mr. Tnouvenel tliinks the best way would be to propose a constituent asijerahly to fix 
a permanent form of government, and settle all existing difficulties, whatever their nature 
01 importance. 

•* licr ilujetity's wish is that your excellency have an interview witli Mr. Thonvenel, 
to try and contrive some way for the three powers to intervene in the disorders of the 
Mexican republic Her Majesty's jrovernmf nt things thit the simple new.s of this resolu- 
tion, and the fubt tite]>s taken, will be enough to encourage the hontBt people of Mexico, 
and dispose them to act in fisvor of the establishment of a government which, witliout 
llmitinir the exi ivirie of le^itiinato iiLrht.s and f^nnrantee^s enjoyed in other civilized countries, 
may Kuppreod that spirit of reheliiuu that has aiubed so mucli harm to that unhappy 
country." 

Sie the genth^ approach. At fir-t It is only a pttont.' and (birab'e power: nothing Is 
eald of a lepublicau form. On the l^*th of April, IbGO, a repulilic wud c*ouBidered ; two 
months after, Sfiaiu favored a monarchy ; and lastly, when everytiiing was ready, as she 
E'lipp'-seii, a r.'Mirbon was {woposed. Aiid thos OUT policy has bmn Insensibly asduoed into 
the Mexican expedition. 

Tilings were in this condition when Spain took the trouble to draw up a constitntion ftwr 
the n-organization of Mexico, aird sent it simidtaneouHly to I>»ndon and Paris, on tho 24th 
of May, ISOO. What caused thew plans of intervention, so actively caretued by Spain, so 
pleiv-^antly received by France, to fail ? It was their cool reception by England. 

On the 27th of April, IsGO, Mr. I4urit ; v. : ote from London to .Mr Calderoii r..Ilante«: 
**Ia fMt, on the 27th of April, IdfiU, Loiil John Kusseli replied briefly to Mr. Isturits, in 
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regavd to Bniirlish no-opention. tbat lie mmH not reject It, )f ft wns *tinderatoo<l tbat no 

force wns to i c nsf ? in tlu' fxt'cution ' of tlic projoftri. In a si Cdinl interview. Mr T-f' i't:r 
insitits ou a muru (explicit answer from Lord John Knssell. Tbu secretary of utate icplics, 
that * Baglwid will require proteetinn to Proteetant worship ; ' to * which I replied** adds 
Ur. IstoritB, *ln that ( ii.-c Kmu'IjukI rannot rtjly upon the co operatiem of Spain. ' " 

After this reserved attitude of Euglaod, Mr. Thouveuel beeiu8 iuciiued to bock out. Oa 
the 18th of Hay, 1860, he declared to Mr. Mon, ** that as to force and coercire meuaree, 
he is Ity no nu ans inclined to use th<"m." 

This is not ail ; on the 2d of June, 1860, Mr Barrot, our reprefieotative at Ma^irid, 
handed a despatch to the mtDlRter of state, in which the qneetion of mediation is (xmsidered 
by data and iiii-trtiotions from Mr. Thoiivi-nel. 

" Moreover, it is understood," says that despatch, '* tbat the steps to be tai^en must be 
of a friendly nature, to the exclusion of all forcible coerrion." 

ThU period of project* d intervention may be conaidefed as concl u ded, after the eolema 
declaration of Mr. TItiouveoel. 

Ucnccf»)rth Spain hurries her military preparations, and sends reterttd inbtructious to the 
c.i]itain general of Culm. 

Here tlif diplomatic history of the Mexican qm-stinn har! a larpe void ; fcr n yt^xr pi^^-s 
IkIVhc a Spanish despatch, of the 6th of Septemt'er, 1861, revives diplomatic Me;.x(>ti «tii i s 
Ufxin the Mexfcan qiuistion. A tow days prevloos, Mr. Mon, RHudinp U^ the troubU^ in 
tile United State.-*, wrote to his government : "The t»ovftmmpnt ou:rht to know that this i-i 
a L,'(H)d opportunity to awaken «>Id uif iiii ries. nnd place upon the throne of Mexico a priuce 
ot the Boorbon blood, or intimately connectei] with tbat bouse.'' 

We muFt pay strict attention to this de-j. itch, because it will aubseqaently explain the 
sudden defection of the S^Hkoish government. 

On the 6th of September, 1861, the Fpanish government InstmcCs Mr. Uoo to Inform tiie 
French povernment that a Sp-mi ^h < \peditton is fitting; out ntrairist ^Texiro, and Ihitepecial 
orders have alre:uiy been Rent t^) the ctptain general oi Cuba. It was a sort of demurrer in 
the case, and Mr. Thonven*!, forgetting what he had said about coercive measurer, is st- 
ttSCted within the orbit of S|mnii-h policy. And it is not aloin; in regard to the cxf>edition 
that this policy prevails, but alM> to its aim ; and. ini>pite of the couvenlion of '.iUi vi 
Octoiier, in spite of Instructions to Mr. Dubois de Saligny and Jnrien de la Qravi^re, in ^pitt^ 
of Mr l'>i!lniilt'8 declarations in the lepiKlatme, the Mexican republic is delKiitely c-u- 
demned, and Spain's dream of monarchy is debated, not at; a ]< tsaible cveut, but as a pru* 
Ject irrevocably determined on. On the 11th of Octol>er, l^GI, Mr. Thouvenel wrote to 
our amha.s.'^ador in Ix)ndon : 

" I have told the English ambassador tbat I agreed perfectly w ith bl^ government on one 
point. I Agreed with Lord John Ruivsell tbat our coercion of Mexico should be caused by 
our coniplaint8 ai^ainst tbat government, and that the prevention of their repetition wa 
the only ostenKiblc excuse for ft convention." 

hi the word c'simsihlt intentional f The minister continues: 

**But it seems to me useless to object to legal participation in the events caa<ed by 
our operations, o o o it is lawful to suppose th:it if the result of the American cri'i? 
should bo a separation of the nortii and south, the two new confederations would seek coiii- 
pemuitiong on Mexican territory, offered by anarchy to their rivalry. England would not 
remain indifferent to Kuch an event, and ttic only thin-.:, in my opinion, that could prevent 
it, would be the establish rru-nt of a ra w L;L.iverrinu iit in Mexico, strong enough to prevent 
ita internal deran'^iement." 

It is evident from these derlaraf ion.s of Wx. Thouvenel. uttered twenty day? before the 
convention, and live months previous to the solemn protestations of Mr. Uiltault, tbat it 
was no longer only to avenge our countrjrmen ; and when we compare this declaratkm of 
Mr. ThoTivenel with that of Mr. Mr>n on the crisis in the United States, which WO hftve jOSt 
quoted, wo readily perceive the connecting link of tbo two kiudrcd policies. 

Tni. 

We remember the clear, precise, and afBrmative declarations of Hr. Blllanlt. In 18(14 

the times nnd ministers have changed, and policy must change. The entire disintrrf .-t'-d 
nature of the exi>cditioo mu.st now be explained. As events have been huiried to the ecu- 
tnidiction of Mr. Bin«nlt's declaratiom*. Mr. Ronher must explain the unfailing unity of 
our p<dicy in the ^Texican (jiie^(i( n. 'j'lnis he is led, in contradic tion to his eloquent pre- 
decessor, to prove that present facts were not uiiexptcted, and that France foresaw them, ii 
It did not will them, from the beginning of the expedition. 

On the 12th of May, 18C4, Mr. Uoiiher, in reply to Mr. Jules Fiivre, talies a retrospective 
Observation, and Icta a confession escape, in strung contrast to the previous declaratiuos of 
Mr. BtUanlt He says: 
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" We dill not stop at vain rt'criraination'j ; dM not accept in>i^'niiic\nt Ratisfaction, 
but we rtMolvcd from the ti»t to march to Mexico, if our honor and the proteciioD of our 
oountrfmen r«*qnircd it, in npite of temporary checks, of rude blame, ana mean CAlurany ; 
for niter the situation was rliangod, despit; tlie counsel of glory, we did not abandon the 
way we had traced out. We have neither been exalted nor disourageil. Wo cime to 
Mexico to demand Hatisfactiun of our honor, and overthrow a man who had darod to out- 
rage France. Wc undertook to mtke peace in the couotiy; we have reor^^antsed the 
finances, the A'hniuitit ration, and the army of that long unhappy nation, and we have invited 
it to choose itti own guvei nment." 

The expedition, then, ae ordiog to Mr. Ronber, had started tdtli the determination to 
overthrow .riiarez, and subetitute another government. 

But that in not akll. 

Mr. Rouber exprehsc I himself thus, in the hoiHo. on the tSth of January, 1S6I : 

*' We told the ti wtli ut fust : it was siti^f.iction for our wrontc-;, protection to our r mntry- 
Dicn. vvitii the probable neccr^nity of going ou to the city uf Mexici*. If we go to 3iexico, 
the Jiiarec government cannot he eostiUnwl ; there must be a new one. 

"Till- f'trra and conditions of this ^ovt;rnnient must be planned by prudent cabinetip 
deteruiincd to eugaKC in a Uletaiit cxpeUition." 

Strange Inoonsisteney I 

The existence of a " v. rtinu nt with which onr plenlpotcntiaritM were to tro it was 
doubted. There mu8t have been a previous deturmiuatioa to trauttform the expedition 
into a cm Bade for monarchy, i^xclueiTe of outside roadiioationa. In disouming the prellml- 
natiert of t)ie expt^Htion. Mr. Uotiher quotes a despatch of ThoDvenel toCSoontFlahaiUt,on 
the lltU of October. 1861. Here it is : 

But the interest we have." says Mr. Thouyenel, " In the regeneration of this country 
dcci not allow us to neglect anything to insure iti? succijsa. t^) a form of K'Jveriimt iit, 
any that would offer proper guarantceii would suit m ; and I believe England has no 
preference, and has come to no concla(>ion. But if tho Mexicans themselves, weary of their 
former miserable governments, should return lit - inntincta of their race, and form a 
mon archy, I think we oui^ht to aid them, yet leavo them free to select whatever form of 
government they may think most con<iucive to their happiness 

" Continuing theae Ideas in the form of acoofldentiai cxiversition, I added that incase 
of such an event, the trov* rmn--!it nt the llmpcror. entirely diHintercNted, did ni>t propose a 
priri( e of the im|>erial tamils , l«ut, .s\ illiic^ to satisfy all parlies, would be pleaded to see the 
Mexicansselect a prince of the hou.s<> of Austria." 

Tlic i!r<ip<<!<al (>r the Archduke Maxiudlian for the restored Mexicin throne i/i thus frankly 
niude. llicn, we n*k, how lould Mr. JJilbiult, live months later, call tho reports from 
America. alH>ut Muximilian'rt accesMon, ridiculou8 stories of silly ofHcers? 

Mr. lioiilior next read a despatch from Mr. 'I houvenel to Mr. Berrot, on the 15tb of Oc» 
tober, lbG4, concerning the projects of monarchiaU restoration : 

** In my despatch to Mr. Fiahault, yoa will ftod the observations I made to lord Cowley 
on this • oint. by which I have attempted to prove that t]»nns:h wc. assumed no direct re* 
sponHibility in iuternal Mexican afiairs, we would not diticoura^e tliuir ellorts to form a regu- 
lar and substantial govemmeot, and tttat the three powers ought to aid In this work of re- 
generation. In thi.H way I wa.<( le<I to mention to T.< >rd Cowley the posstliUityof a monarchy 
in Mexico, as you will see iu my despatch to Mr. Fiahault." 

Mr. Boaher adds thef>e characteristic details : 

" Mr. Thouvencl continued. He relates his conversation with Mr. Mon, the Spanish am- 
bassador in Paris ; ho ackuowlodKcs, in case of a monarchy in Mexico, France will accept 
the Austrian archdnlce. thus refecting' Spain's proposal to put a Bourbon upon tliat throne." 

From Uv.it moment the zi^l of Sp.ijn became less warm ; her troofware alrejidy on tlie way 
to Vera Cruz ; she is obliged to 8igu the convention then negotiating ; but bioc^ she cannot 
slip a Bourbon prince upon tho Mexican throne, she will withdraw from the business as soon 
as she cm ; an<l France, pushed forward and then abandoned by her two allies, will be left 
alone to pursue Iter solitary way to the city of Mexico with a crown in her knapsack. 

Such is history ! 



Tliere was nn unfortimate concurrence of circumstanceR to hasten the resolutions of our 
government. While Mr. Saligny was writing from Mexico, about the necessity of establish* . 
iri^ a firm government there, a band of Mexican refugees, one of whom had served Mirauion, 
bcLran tli- ir monarchical campaign in Enropo. Their part, even before the October tonven- 
tion. )ml assumed an official character. iUmonte was the evil genius of onr policy in this 
circumstance. 

Mr. Bilianlt was wrong to treat this band of refagcos, on their way to Minunar or Ylenna, 
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so Cf riti injitTK ii^ly in liis pjmx-li in 18(;2. for not Ions: n'ffrwards, Almonte, their c1/kT. ap- 
peared lit Vera Cruz wiUi a letter from Jlfupolcoii III, auU mode thU celebmteU declardtiuu 
to the Mexicans : 

•* I hiivt; ri ;i-i(tii t<) know tf.e ili siros of tlic al!i<s, paitu ularly <>f the French, t<> f^i ib'ifh 
a iiriu govcrumeut biv»e<l upun peace aud gouU luuraU in our uubappy country, and thruugb 
our own inBtrnmontaKty alone " 

Tht? rifiiu ' - u t witli cxtr- iac pnnlcnce, but (ifTui;!! «1(m iimcntfi contra<lirt them. On the 
9th of Apiii, kbiiZf Mr. buligujr and Mr. Jurica do iaUravibru addrettaed tkU note to General 
Doblado : 

" Wlii-n Gniornl Ahnnnte K ft France, the l'o , ( ri.t:cnt cif his ^I^Ji stj- the Emperor of the 
Frcncli knew that h<<.>tiliti«'8 had commenced in Mejiico. General Almonte utiCereU to ooa- 
dliatebis countryrum. and tniikethem iincl«r8tand the bcoevcrfent Intcntioii of Earopeaa 
inUrvcution. l^i^otii-r wari !ir< opted faj the goveriimont of hi« M^estj. and the geot'ial «H 
not only atithorizetl but viviied lo repair to Mexico " 

There is, then, no doubt ubout the oilicial cbaiaetor of bis rairaton. 

On tht; 23d of March, i^o.', (icrieml Frim wrote fiom Orimba to Admiial JoriendeU 

Oravicie alxiiit thr rclni^cc* ;i> follows : 

1'he net of iiiti .ulr.i {.. iitic il refugees i:,lo tl»e inteiior of the country, to plan a coo* 
Spimcy that i:j i} i trMy the exi^tiii': ^overiiuicut as uvll as it4 poHUoal ejattfrn. While JOQ 
pretd.il to l e iriuudiy and are waiting for a conl'crenco, in unexampled, and I am heartily 
u^totiihheil at it. 

•*If you have orders from your covernment, I must fay I do nf t soe the wisdom. ju»t ice, 
nnd t,'r;ttii1t'ur t»f itnjici ial | rtlicy ; nor do I see any concilialion of tlie Emperor tow:irrl> Eii>r- 
luud ami b| airj in Buch apfocccdinK- I atu sorry to uuy tiij««, but your Muxioiin |>uHcy f'jrws 
ue to it, and I mtist also my it will oool the friendly relatione of KnRland and Spain towiudf 
France. I re;:;r('t to suy this, bicuii-c nnliody 1i.l« more respect for the Emperor than I,eiMi 
nobody lovt-s I'rance and Freuchiuuu uiore tbau 1 do." 

General Prim writes to bis government the Itth March tn the same tone. General Lo- 
re nee z had arrived with rc ciil. •iccineiit.s ; tlicre v.as a iniitir,y, and <m neral Prini wrote: 

Articles in French pupt^ia announcing lliat the ohj^^ct of the imperial troopH ia to pot 
Maximilian on tbe throne of Mexico, will not only cause a difficulty between France aod 
Mexico, hut u cuolis'" s 1 tv.i en Spiiiii nii<i England and the inij<criu! fjovcrnnu nt. A!tii"iiti'. 
liaro, liaiuarcz, and other monarch-mulicrti arrived in Veia Ciuzat the laime time withUeo- 
eral Luienecx. The Mexican government, knowing this, has sent me a note announcing its 
intentiort to i rosfcote these exiled enemies of the nation, who have returned to Mexico for 
crimiual ptirpo)>ci)." 

The pai t played by these Mexican tpfntrces In Earope, and their infloence on French di- 
plomacy, inducing: a monau hical crusade b yond thetM-etn, are candidly exprc-cd in a <Ie. 
hpat( h of the Spanish minibter to General i'rim. Wuflnd the following lines in tliat dttpatch, 

diitcd M;wirid, 22d of January, 1862 : 

" 'J he hhiperor of the French turn informed the government of the Queen, by her ainb.s- 
t^p.dcr. tli.it he intends to irieu^st; tlie Mexican exixilition by 3.0i>0 men. The objc- t ul tbi» 
kccuiii lo Le to yet euovjj^ij lucu to march to the c<ipil>il if nect!->ary, to Hhurlea oju ratioM 
and alnidge the delay of tnxjpH in that country. 

"As y«»ur inolruclions are cicar and l.>rutvl, I have no nddilions to make lo them. But 
your excellency must kuuw that the c-staMi.-liinent of a monarchy iu Mexico is duiiy increas- 
ing. 

" Some of the nativt s of tl «t ( cnntry— and this deserves particntar notice— >now residing 
in EurojM; are engaged in that buAiue.«8." 

All ibis while Mr. twiligny enters into the full spirit of the expedition In the part he fass 

to phiy. and [;cts up a l.in 1 i f hi ir ,' mie witli GcDcr.iI S r ratio au'ainst I>i;r!and. Ina letter 
of tire 24lh ot NoveuilM:r, li^iil, he bpeaka ot the " incredible candor of pettidious Albioo.'* 
The word eondlor is underlined. In a letter of the S9th of November be promises proofs 
of the dnplii ity and .s'n;iidity of the Ihlti-li niini-.ter." lie annojjnce-! " curious revc'atioos 
of a clkimurical alliance between Mexico, i:lDglaad, and the United btatcti againiiit France sod 
ISpido and on the 23d he had already sent detailed acconnts of the regular force* is 
Mexico. Alas! the 5tl» of May shows tl>" result of all (his ; the bio rl of our 8 >ldi'^rs 
fell at Guadiilupe will cry out agaioiitthe advocatei> of Mexican emigration ; and ihatordor 
of General Tx>rence7., tlie U;trayed and conquered general, will accuse the folly of ambitlen 
and the c(. d jiity of our policy. 

On the 27th May Gencml Lorencczsaid to hissoldiers : " Your march on Mexico has l>eea 
stopped by unforeseen obstacles, which we did not expect from what had been told ns; th«y 
said Fuebia invited yon within its walls, and that its inhabitants would mloome yoo witk 
flowers. 

"With the confidence inspired by these aseurunccj we appeared before Fucbla ; wefoo*^ 
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It bristltn; with tMurlciides and oommanded Ij a fortrea ann«d with wwf means of de- 

fenro" 

Thiri iri the answer to the advocatcii of immigration; these sad lineB di^isipato the Ulu* 
flioo and Increase the bitterness of defeat. 

We will now ilr.iu* tliis tli^t pnrt of our liilK»r to .1 we li.ivo poinNvi out tho two 

currouU thut carried our pulicy into tlie dangers of tiie Mexican qucstioa ; wc have seen 
If T. Billanit reduce the expedition to a simple revindication of Injored Intereds, and the 
Fccrct (Wi frifiu'cs i f (liplomacv ojM^ninc: tlu- donrs to the projects of inoniirclnc il nstoni- 
tion. We have seen France firiit oppose the application of force in the rcKtoration, and 
afterwards yield to the solicitations of Spain and the actlTe mancDUvreB of Mexican lniml« 
pration. Ik tlifit all? Alas! no. On tho 9th of April, 18(i2, the Hllianc-c is Iiruki'U at 
Oriz^ha. It is brolittn on account of the prct^ence of the refugees who liave already const!* 
toted a secret government ; it is broken because Mr. Kali^^ny wants to march on Mexico, 
when the Spauuh ])l<>uipotenti:iry and the English minister dccliiro that no deed " in of a 
rature t** juslity this n.-r-lutiou." (See r^pfrt of conf'-reuco held sit Oriz-iba on the 9tli of 
April.) It ih broken, in line, " boiNiUso the tiiree plenij>otentiarii'.s cannot af^rec upon the 
interpn t.tiou to be siveu to the convention of the 31st of October. lKr»l." (Soe note ad* 
dmsed by the plenipoteatiarlea to General Dobhido on the 9th of April, 1862.) 

X. 

Englan'I never wante.1 tho establishment of a monarchy, and Sptdn, after' tugging France 

In by H r,<iurl.f»n, ready to quit on the Grst pretext. 

^pain liad long hccn picparing for a retreat, and General Prim was let into the^cret. 
Saligny aocuEO) him of wanlinf? the crown for himself, and wonid not pluy Don Qtiixoto 
fi r rinotber'i? Iieiit fit. Tliis m;;s ;it flic Ori/.iba confereiuc <<r\ the 9th of April. Cinieml 
Prim, who must have Ituown the J::jujH.>ror'8 views in regard to Mexico when he met him 
at Tichy, wrote to Kapolcoo, from Oriiaha, the 17th of March, tho following letter : 

"Orizada, .V-Tr/i 17, 1862. 

"Sirb: Your Imperial Majc-j-ty hasdeignol to write mean autograph letter, which, on 
account of the benevolent words it contains for my person, will bo a title of honor for my 

pcbl.rity. Qooo 00000 

" Ab to just rcclauiatious, tliere cuo be no diScrcncc of opinious among tiia commission- 
m of the allied powers, and there will be less among the commanders of yonr forces and 
tho-e of li« r Ciitholie Miij' -ty. I'.n^ the arrival of General Almonte, ^ f t'l.- former miuiS' 
ier, llaro, of Father jMiranda and other Mexican refugees at Vera Cruz, with the idea of 
creating a monarchy in favor of Prince Hasimilian Austria, to be supported by the 
foices of yo'ir Inipeii.il M.tj<-sty, tends to er' ate a jiosition diOicult for all, utiil p 11 tlcularly 
hard (or the geucral-in- chief of the 8]>aDish troops, who, according to instructions from 
his government, will sec himself obligcii to refrain from contributing to the realisation of 
the views of your Imperial Majesty if they arc really to raise an Austrian archduke to the 
throne of ^lexico. 

"I have, moreover, the profound conviction that the purtlsans of monarchy are very 
few In this country, and it is rejiKooable, bcc:iu.^e this country has never known monarchy 
in the pers^in of tho iSpanibh monarchs, only in the viceroys, who ruled as they pleased in 

th<;3e distant tinn^.s 

Montirehy has n<.t left here the lmm<'ns« interrsti^ of nobility, inch SB exIst in Europe ; 
it has nfit left i iMril intort sI.h nor anythini; to make the present jT'-f'Tation wisli for tho 
rc-eslublishnient o) nionareiiy. v.hich it h:i.s not knfjwn. The vieiuity <4' ilje United States, 
and their severe reprol- itii.n of monarchy, has contribute 1 to create a hate for it b'-re. la 
spite of ((»nhtant dinonb-r afid agitation, the repuMie, which has exirtte<l more than forty 
yeais, him created liabils, cui^toms, and even a certain republican language hard to tiestroy. 

** For ttiese reasous and others that cannot escape the attention of yonr Imperial M;>j*'>^<y' 
you will understand that the general opinion of this country is ug iinst monr.reliy. If 
logic docs not demonstrate it, facts prove it : for during the two montiia that the liags of 
tho allied forces floated over Vem Cms, and now that we occupy Cordoba, Orisaba and Te- 
huacan, iniportunt te>wns Nvlu-re there is no ^Texicau fotce, the partliaos of monarchy have 
mado no demonstrations to tell of their existence. 

** Far be It from me to suppose that yonr Imperial Majesty has not the power to eroet a 
throne in Mt \ic.. f^r the hoiif^e of Austria. Your Waji-ty directs tho destinies of a -r,-it 
nation, rich in brave and intelligent men, rich in r(>ources, and that m udfe»ts its enthu> 
Biasm to second the views of your Imperial ty. You can easily ( irry Maximilian to 
Mexico and crown him lvii»g ; but the King will find no adherents in the country but 
conservHtive chiefs, who had no thought of establishing monarchy when they were in 
power, but yriah It now, when they Ate conquered, icattered and exiled. 
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A few rid) men are wflUng to receive a fort- i^ru monarcli who comes supporte*! by your 
Majesty's soldiers, but the mouueh wilt have ootbing to siistain bim wheo the time shall 
oome for your soldiere to witliclrow, tmd he will fall from the throne, as others will MI, 

when tlie mantle of your Impiilal Majesty sbnll cease to protect and defend them. I 
know that your Imperial Majesty, moved by a high sentiateot of justice, will not force 
this country to change its inatitutioos in such a radical manner unless the country desires 
Hand requests it. But the chiefs of tlie conservative party, who landed at Vera Cruz, say 
It will only l<c neccK>>ary to consult the bi^h clashes of K<x;icty and not mind the others; 
but that iiitipirci a tear that violence may be offeri «l to the national will. 

*' The English truo^^in that were to come to Oriz.tba re-embarked as soon as they heard 
that a trrcatcr tnunlHT of FreiK h troops w»*re conjinj; than h;id been acreed upon in the 
convention. Vuur Majesty will appreciate the iniportanee of this withdrawal. 

"I luk a thousand pardons of your Imperial Majesty for bavint; dared to write f^ucb a 
lon^r lettvT. Imt I thcniirht the only tnic reply to your Majesty's kindne^ to me would be 
to tell the truth, uud the whole truth, upoi. the iiolitieal .stUe of the country as I under* 
stand It. In doing this I have not only done my duty, but I have obeyed the great, noble, 
and respectlnl attadiment I feel for the person of your Imperial MHjesty. 

"Gkxebal PUIM, Count Reun.'* 

The real design of the expedition, at first carefully concealed, afterwards timidly coo> 
fess'ed, and now openly announced, comes ont In relief. One remark, however, must be 

111 111 e liefoic eriterinj^ on the era lupun by the accession of the Mcxiain Emperor We did 
not ^o to Mexico only to put up a throne for an archduke ; he is only the instrument of a 
theory, of a preconceived plan. 

XI. 

Mr. r.illault was then near the truth \vli>'ii be insisted on re<h:clnjr the expedition to 
mean pnj|K>rtious ; when, in 18^3, he mentioned the monarchy as an unexpected event, 
caused by a oonoonrse of circumstances ; and Mr. Larabure was tme in his report of 1964, 
on S'ipj»tement;uy creditfi, when he expressed hims lf thus : 

**We must not conceal that these frequent expeditioue disturb the nation. To be just, 
let vn say at once, that the Mexican expedition now presning modt heavily vpon our ex- 
che<lQer ;iiid ptiblic oi)hiion irrew to its ]>resent importmre by a eoncatena^M Of nnfortu* 
nate incidents which the governtucut could neither foresee nor prevent." 

When the Emperor himself said. In his discourse from the throne in 186S, ** Distant ex< 
peditioM.-i, now so niiinh criticifcd, have not been the results of premeditated pl.ans ; forc<5 
of circumstances have brought them about, but they arc not to be regretted he only 
half revealed hki thought, for ho destroyed his argument, tht force c/ aressutsacet, ta hk 
&moiis letter to General For^ on the Sd of July, 1862 : 

" FoVTAnnESAIT, July 3, 18<S. 

** Vt Bbab Gr.\EBAL : There will be people to ask you why we are going to waste to 

many men, and i Tid so much money, in estal'lisliitr^' a re-^iilar government iu Mexirn. 

** In the prcKiit titutti of the civilized world, the probiHitity of America is not iudillerent 
to Europe, for America supports our msnufkctories and keeps alive our oomroerce. We are 
Inten sted in ket jiing the United States a powerful and pro<;;H>rous republic ; but it will 
not be interesting to us if it takes pobbct^biun of the whole of tbo Gulf of Mexico, and gov- 
erns the West Indies and South America, thus controlling the entire produce of the New 
"World. "We now see by s;id experience bow precarious an industry is that which is com- 
pelled to suck its raw material in a single market, the changes of which so eeriouaiy 
affeot It. 

*' Now if ile.i^co preserves its independence and mainJ li-i- the iiiteirrity of it.s territory ; 
if a firm government he establit^hcd there by the aid of France, we shall give to the Latin 
race beyond the ocean Its ancient strength and power ; we shall have guaranteed the se- 
curity of our own and the ^^panil^h colonies in the West Indies ; we shall have extendcil 
our benevolent influence to the centre of Ametica, and that influence, while it mAkea a 
market for our fabrics^, secures us the material indispensjible to our manufacture*. 

Mexico, thus r n. rated, will ever be fifcvoiable to us, not only from gratitude, but 
niso )<e<!ni^e its ititei< sts will coincide with ours, and because it will find asupport in its 
relaliuus with Europum powers. 

"NAPOLEON." 

After examining attenttvely a file of the MenUtur^ alter having collated the documents 

and studied the evid.-nce, wo have come to the conclusion that the above letter contains 
the true secret of the Mexican expedition. The continued expansion of the United States 
towards South America has ftightened Europe. We bad to holUI a dike against It oat of a 
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restored throne in Mexico ; and oar wrofigt fumUhed ample excuse for the expedition. 
The merit of the Emperor's letter to Q^eml Forcy in the acknowledgment of a political 
theury, and the elevation of the expedition into a aygtem. 

XII. 

'J"lie question becnmes j^ranrl in this lif^ht It is no loncrer n qnesMon of rontest with 
the refract'iry pojmlation of Mexico ; it is a rivalry, a contest perhaps, between tlie Old 
World and the New : so Mr. Berrjer procliJmed prophcticalty in his tpaech on the snpple- 
mentary credits i f ]9C,i: 

Nothtog ahlicU me more than the present strife in the United St^ite^t. I desire peace 
with the least possible Injaff to each party in that great country. Bat in whatever way 
the civil wnr niiiy terminate, we must not foriret that the United States will he the ruling 
power in North America, and that we have oHended her by our Mexican e\pe<iition. Those 
who deny this have not studied the documents under their eyes, and the historic facts of 
the la<t thr M v, ir-^. I do not allude to that prnfonnd -i rilinieiif , the vital nerve of jx.lit- 
ical existence in the Uuited States, called the Monroe doctrine ; a sentiment opp<M>ed to 
Baropean intervention in Amerlran affairs. I do not speaic of that. But how did you be- 
gin the ^texieaii expeclition ? With the convriitidn of tlie 31j;t of Oetohtr. And what did 
joueay in that convention? Yielding to the wish of Jiaigland, the United States are in- 
vited to johi the convention. And In a letter of the 25th of July, 1862. T read that It 
was necct^ii^iry to form a new government in Mexico, just to diminish the influence of the 
BtateK of the north, and prevent them from trrftpaiiiiin^ upon South America. Thus tho 
Mexican cxptdition wafi got up to oppose the United States. 

"I exa-^'Tate nothinc ; I simply tell the truth. Head the letter of Jnlj, 1862, and 
you will see that the development of tlie Uniti-d States is to he arrested. 

*♦ Well, suppose you succeeded ; when the civil wars in the United States are over, and 
that government saw a new nation by her side, .su t lin ! at an immense expense and 
lacritice hy a f >reiirn power, hostilities would certainly break out. The northern republic 
would nut tolerate an imperial monarchy in Mexico, and war would certiinly be the conse- 
quence. This is the dan^'erous, impracticable situation to which you Invite Prince Maxi- 
Bllllan, and which will be ruinous to France if she persists in the cnterpris-e. [.\pplaTi--e.]" 

Thus the question is put upon new ground by the imperial letter and Mr. r<crrycr'8 
eloquent commentary. These are the true conditions of the problem as France has pro- 
pounded them by going to Vera Cruz, and a.^ Mr Seward has nrcrpted them, when ho 
WTote to the Spanish mioibter, at Washington, on the 14th of October, 1861, '*That he 
acknowledged the right of Spain to mdce war on Mexico to defend her righte, and obtain 
gjitii^fietion for injuries ; but that, an it ir/r.r a qutation in the trmfitalities of ichich entered the 
jpofubtluiea of a coi-jUu wUh the United Staiea and European potcm, he bad carefully endeavored 
to avoid that possibility." 

The manner in whidi tho Mexican question has been officially laid down since (leneral 
Forcy's dt-parture for Mexico, and Maximilian's acccbtdon, places France and the United 
Statee in new relations to oadi other. We most apeak without drcnmlocation. TtM con- 
tinuance of occupation is a politioal danger ; Is It a diplomatic dnty f 

XUL 

What are our ohUgatlona'to the new empire f That is the Interesting qoestion now to 

French policy. 

On the 10th of April, 1864, Archduke Maximilian received the Mexican depntiUioD at 

his caatle of Miramar, and announced h'n^ acceptance In these terms : 

**Tban1c8 to the magnanimity of the Emperor of the French, the necessary guarantees 
to fix the independence and prtwiperity of the country upon a solid basis are now given." 

But, properly Kpeakin^:, this is not im cnpapement ; if we are liound, it is less hy those 
vague effusions of a happy candidate, than by the precise terms of the diplomatic coaveo* 
tion of the 10th of April, 1864. Now what does tlmt convention say f 

"The govet niuont of his Majesty the Emperor of the Fr 'nch, and of his majesty the 
emperor of Mexico, animated by a like desire tu ai^suru the re-establishment of order la 
Mexico, and to consolidate the new empire, have determined to settle by a convention : 

" AuT. 1. The French troops now in Mexico tliall be lednoed to 25,000 men, as soon as 
poesible, including: the forei_r(i let'ion. 

"That body hliall remain teiuporarily in Mexico, to protect the interests for which 
Intervention was instituted, under the conditions regulated by the following articles : 

" Aier. 2. The French troops shall evacviate Mexico in proportion as his majesty the 
eraporor of Mexico can organize the troops necessary to replace them. 

Abt. S. The fore^n leg^ in the service of Fnmoe, compoeed of 8,000 men, shall 
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ro:naln in xico six yoari? after ftJl tlit^ other I'roiK li forces are recalled, oi ling tO 
uiticle .*} l><.tn that tinit- the wiiil k'«inii ^!l ill y:o into tb** -ifrvic'? and pay of tlie Me xican 
governmt'tit. 'V\u- Mohican trovi'rnment ro.scrves the right of shorteuiug the tcrui of 
service of the fortii,'ii ! u i;j M , xico. 

*• Anr. 10. Tlie iudciiuiity to he pulii to Franc-- )<} tl;e Mexicnn provcmniont. ft.r fupport- 
iug the troops oi the army curpri from the 1st oi July, lS*j4, in tixcd at 1,UU0 fraiici per 
aonum for i-nrh iimn." 

At the time of the debate on the* supplementaxy credits, 27 th January » Mr. Bcirytr 
eald : 

** Uae the government bound itself to farnidi monejr or eoldiers to that country f Are 

webouii'l, or are un not ?" 

Mr, Kouhcr aubwered : " If you bad raui^ Mr. Larraburc'ti report you would bare 
known." 

Now lu-re is the r* p >rt ; 

"Tku govorniuent uf tbu Emperor declares at this time that it its under no obligation 
to leave a body of troopg in Mexico, nor to iniAntntee any loan. It declares be ba« no 

rCflr-'n to think it imiy he ntCLHSiry to inrr'-;\ ' tli^' I'lruli fort-cj DOW On Mexican ioll'* 
lu the Fi'SfiioQ of tlic 27th of January Mr iluuhc-r again i>aid : 

**In treatiDK with the soveroiirn, tbe government contracts no permanent and Indefldle 

^esp^Jn^^)i]ity for the- niuinkii'iUCL' of an omj-iro in Mt xico." 

The convention of Miraniar, Uic nio^^t ini[> > ' nit articles of which wo liave quoted, 
appoui-ftJ officially in the pajxTS of the Ulth of .\i ul. 1864. It was quite natural for it to 
hi'. o;ii • (In- sui'icct of an interostinf? .lebitL- in thi? discus^sion of ai>propriatioog. ft) on tbe 
11th of May Mr. tk-rryer busies hinis -If with the oldi^^ationg and cb;irp»s impo«ed by tU 
convention in ree^^Hjct to the liuanccii and niiltUry aifairtiof our army. Mr. Uouber aoAWtn 
him, but instead of sticking to the convention, be gives a brilliant picture of ttie cooiU- 
tion of Mfxioo. 

Let us littvui to him a while. 

Mr. Ktn ntK, ministt-r of stiito, contitUKs : 

Mr. ik'rryer liii<< distn-s.'d tho whole M< xirvn question in his ppi-fch on the lenerU 
oppropriatiou. Thatqut-ritiou hiiu^causetl many uuf.ivoriible apprchcntions in this hout^"-'. 

When we debated it last year they said: Tour .'^m b>uiA Poto^i expedition is uii ineaB. 
Ton are uoitif.' to Kcittcr the I'ri li ririiiy over ft*ur hundred square lea^ucii. The Uexiott 
army, uuvlcr Juarez, Ur.igua, Uubhido, will whip tmr ticattcred k^tlaliuu^ 

If. lYiicBs, (interrupting; ) They did not say that. 

M. roruKK. llie It' norable gentleman liaa ooly to lefdT to Mr. Jttles FavTo's speech, sad 
he will heo what has been said. 
Mr. Fa van. I have never doubted our military success. 

M r. P.or [I KK They represented the expedlUon as marching contrary to the wishes of tbo 

Mexican people. 

A voice, (Intemiptinc: ) And they were right. 

UoriiKa. You .y (iu'y were ri:,'ht ? Hive you for'.:"t ten the triumph il ni irch of 
Ocncral litzainc over thoae four hundred leagues ; our arrival at Gumahuato, Queretaro, 
and flan Louis Poto«t ; the i>hout8 of welcome wherever the Ft«nefa ilag was seen f Sontf 
blind people can see no truth in hi.itoric.il fui t-i. [Good, gootl.] 

1 he San liOttis Potosi expedition, that you blame, was a tiiumphal march. [Ueaeved 
applause.] 

A little farther on the minister exclaimed : 

" Here is a new empire just Ix •;.'iiiuiiiu', a povereicrn not yi t seat^-d on liis tljrono, a govern* 
lueut not yet or^::ini7.ed, aud eapit ili^ts have i^ivcn it nine millions per annum. wheaoW 
• fi:overnment8 cannot negotiate their loans. Is not this a token of foreii^n conri i*.'!!'^' 
There is no doubt that when M i.xioiiliau ffo t; from Vera CrJi/, to Nie^ico. amid th« eft* 
thu.siu!-tic (ieiuonstriitioiis of tlie pt.-oplu" [Disturbance ou some bcatti j 

Mr. I'leARD. 'ri:< !i rt eall the army. 

JUcall th< .in nj ! Tliat wiis evidently the logieal conrUision for pence. 

Yet the convention existed ; it wjis known ; the goverumeut mubt explain its meaulng 
officially. On tbe I2th of May Mr. Jules Favre grew urgent, irresistible : 

" You know, gentleineu," f-aid he, " what arranp^nu nt \v,\f. Ix-en raa»!c. A new pHo 
bus been discovered to pay tbe expt-nt>es of the war ; they must be paid by the victorious 
power, for France fasues sixty-six millions in bonds, that are only notes of acoommodstioai 
over its si^'iiatur". [Kxelainations ] 

** The cunveutiou of tbe Ititti April, in the Moniteur, has regulated the stay of the 1 ronch 
troops in Mexico. We are very far from the declarations of Mr Larmbure^s repijrt : how 
long will our troopg remain in Jlexieo ? until the new empire sh ill ' f firmly estai'Ii 'ii""^ I 
that, in reiUity, is the bosiocss of France. Maximilian's empire must be consolidate*!. 
Fnnce is deceived when they tell ber the expedition is over; It has hardly commeoctti' 
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[Cbnfnsed noiics ] We h-ive 25,000 men in Mexico for an Indefinite titno; politicitl cir- 
cuni'-t.ui' nh>nc can fix the diiV f"r tlie naill of our trooprt. It is Siiid tbt-y will I I- ptiil 
by the Mexican government — a deplorable thing for Fcauw. [Nt>i8e,3 (jur troupa ure 
thus pnt iu the pay of a foreign prince ; they will obey • foreign policy ; they may be 
naed in enterprit^es, in f\<lv< ntnres, in perils." 

Here Mr. Itouher takci> the Hour and gives the convention, and the interpretations it may 
provoke, their fight place : 

W<' rau>t once more mnsid.^r the MexU-m qncstlon. The honomhle crentletnan (Mr. 
Jules Fuvre) has told you that the treaty concluded >nth the emperor Maximiliaa violated 
enimfreaientB we had with yon ; he hm epolcen to yon of the threats of American inter- 
vention, si>i,t'ri(lt:<i, like the svvorfl of Damocleu, over the new Mexicrm fn] ire. 

While 1 li^tenod to the ironical eulogies given to the eloquence of the government 
oratorK, m they painted gay pictures of promised prot^perlty to Mexico, Itttle nutved by 
\h> III. I ^^ , utlently reading the Me&ican Courrier that I luul Juft received ; and here 
what 1 K i^d : 

♦••The Kficral oonditfon of Mexico Is daily improvintr. as the masses comprehend and 
appi^lttc the poncroiirt views of the Emperor tow.irls them. Resistance, now only IocaI, 
has entirely lost its nationality, llie bandits fly at the aj>proftch of our troops ; and v^ hen- 
ever they are rancrht they are cat to pic( es. It ha«, in fact, relapsed into brigantiit^e, 
very annnyin^ to the inofTcnsive people who are the chief snfliererB; bat this will soon be 
mppris.'*-'*! by a wcll-oru'anized jxilice syptem. 

•* Coiitidence has preatly increaired in the la.st month or two. People of all t las.>e-H and 
all opinions <fime t*> the capital from every pirt of the country, meet and p:i.s.^, forgetting 
tlic ir former hostility, and minglini; in Himilnr pi rttinicnt^, with oblivion of the pa.st and 
faith in tljc future. Under such ciicmnnt-uices, wiih the supj)or( of the government of tlie 
Emperor and the aid of European capital, Mo iro cannot fail :<oo!i to enter into a way of 
natio&al jiroHpcrity. by which ICuropo wUl be the fint to profit.' " 

Several voices : Who wrote Uf 

Mr. Uouusa. It is signed by Mr. Montholon. 

We will not spoil this brilliant pictine by untimely reflections. He then continues : 
•' But they say the treaty coataina promises contrary to our declarations. What does 
the treaty say f First, that the amy shall be reduced to 85,000 men. The expedition is 
over, and 10,000 of our men will return by the Iht of .T.irinar}', IHC;'. to the other 
15,000 men, we declare they are to rcmaiu temporarily in Mexico to protect the iubercsUi of 
France, and the Interests that induced the intervention." 
Mr. GuKHouLT. Please read tho treaty. 

Mr. Kot'UKB. I have not got it ; but if the honorable gentleman will give it to me, I 
irill read it to the house. 

Mr. GinmotTLT. I have not irot It either ; but I think the time for the return of our troops 
was left to the emperor Maximilian. 

Mr. Rounu. The honorable gentleman is mistaken ; I will give the senpe of the treaty 
from memory: 

Article Ut says the army shall bo rednce<l to 25,000 men, wlio will remain in Mexico to 
protect our interests there. So 25,000 men remain for no lixed time — till Knince ch(K)se8 
to recall them. Now, do yon call this indefinite f No. The emperor of Mexico rt c^ervcs 
tlio right to demand Uio return of our troops, in proportion as the Mexican army shall be 

orirftnix<'d . 

Mr GuEfiouLT. But we can't stay SO long. 

A voic No internij'tion ! 

Mr. lioLHEB. Does Mr. Gucroult know the facts? Docs ho know that there is already a 
national army of 25.000 men in Mexioo, and docs he not see that it is for the geoeral in* 
terest to withdraw these troop*?, po expensive to the etnperor of .Mexio ? A Mi xicxn army 
is organizing. Mr. Bcrryer declared yesterday it would cost the Mexican government 
thirty-seven millions this year. A national army then exists. Our soldiers will retorn 
as soon a?; our inton st;, no lon^rer require their prrsifiicf t!i!'re. Boch day brings thIS pe- 
tiod nearer, and it will be equally welcome to both nations. 

The treaty containv nothing contrary to the declarations of the legislature : and if some 
arc p ain-d nt our stay in Mexico, I care little about tlu-ia, for t'lk V are revohitiotii-f-, who 
would like to SCO the country again as it was in the time of Juarez. [Very good, very 
good J The treaty Is above crltlclem. It contains nothing but what conforms to the 
thoughts exprettgcd by the legislative Ixxly in the addrets*. fGoo<l, good ] 

Tl^ns, in 1864, Mr. Bouber was sorry to see oppoftiti<jn to the prolongation of our stay in 
Mexico, because all who opposed It mre fewdvthmtis, eajtr to ddiver the country cwr to th§ ojTi* 
ioltons of the Juartz times, widi h iiiean.s that the prompt return of onr army was impoiisible. 
in spite of the allay of pa8»<ion and increasing prosperity of the Mexican empire ; iu spite of 
the brilliant picture ho himself bad drawn* 
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XIV. 

The <luk npprt henMons of 18fi t wore fortunately dispelled by the bright prof^ecblaflN 
begiouiog uf 18t>5. We tiud ourselves in prfseooe of wi«Ue8, hopea, <uid promiMS. Ha 
good wfehes are thus exprewed in the nddrew of 1805 : 

" The le^i.-liitivo body belh vi s with you, bIiv, tliat tlie most wif=r1y governed nationj 
cannot always avoid external cutuplications ; and when they do come, they mu«t be met 
firmly and without illttslon. The difltantexpeditfanuilo China, Cochln-China, and Meiioo, 
pureeedini? each other, Imve disturbe I tunny people in France on account I'f their expanse 
and Eacritico We acknowledge thai they are calculated to inspire re«pect tor our Mbjedi 
and OUT ting abroad, and tend to develop onr commerce ; and we ehall be Imppy to see tte 
good results ie:i!ised that your Hajesty nM induccil us to hope for." 

Hub bojH; is explained in the M^M^of the condition of the empire of that year, wberD ve 
find the following lines : 

" I hc emperor Maximilian has assumed the crown ofT^ired to him by the national will, 
nnti his arrival has happily put an end to the provii^ional situation of Mexico. The em- 
peror's reception in tlie capital, antl all through the country, by ail classes of people, aad 
the support of intluential men of all partiee, leave no doubt ahOQt the wlshes of aaia* 

Oiense nuijority of the Mexican propln. 

•* The new bovercign will yaiu strength and conhdencc by these manifestations, whiciiwiil 
enable him to Complete the great and generous missioa ho has so rc»<olutcly accept)^ 
The pa> ill! atifiu of an extensive ei>untry, where robbery was sheltcted by the banntT <'f a 
political [Kirty, could iiut bo accomplished iu a single day ; yet, thanks to the t^)l(ii-r> of 
onr expeditions who have penetrated every part of the oountrf , this is being rapidly accom- 
plished, and go the return of onr force>J from that oountry has alreaily begun, and willojn- 
tiuue, OS the object of iuterveutiou jiermits. Fuuctiourtries from the dilfereut braocbt»U 
onr admlnlstratton have been plaoed at the dispoeal of the Hexioin govenunent, at1Ut«> 
quest, to assi>t in the interior orginizitl(m of affairs." 

The promise offered is found iu this solemn declaration of the imperial discourse for the 
sesrion of 1865 : 

"Thus all of our expeditions are dniwinii: to a close; our land troops ha\ - rvunatod 
China ; the navy can protect our settlements in Cochin-Chiua ; our army in Africa is going 
to be reduced ; that In Mexico is now returning ; the Soman garrison will soon retnm ; ssd 
w lien we close the temple of war, we can proudly inscribe these words upon a new trioB* 

pbal arch : 

** A la gloire des anndes Francaises poor les vlctolres remporttfes en Europe, on Asie, en 
Afrique, tt en Amdrique. 

("To the glory of the French armies for victories g^ned in Europe, Asia, Africa, ssd 

America.) 

Let ns devote ourselvi s quietly to peaceful labors. 
" The new throne is gaining strength in Mexico ; tlie country i< becoming quiet ; il«im- 
mense resources are being developed. 'Ihis is the imppy result ot the bravery of our §ol* 
diers, of the good sense of the ttexicaa people, and of the InleUigmoe and energy of ths 
sovereign 1" 

QEOBGKS JAUUEI. 



il/r. Romero to Mr, Seward, 
[TianaUtlon.— Unoffldal.] 

WAsmmroKf Fehruary 31, 1866. 

My Dbar Sib: I bave tlie lionor to enclose you two extracts from a papef 
pnblisbcd ill the city of MexicOi under the title of " Diario del Imperio," tlio 
organ ot" tlu usurper Maximilian, in its numbers of the 20th and 22d of Jaminrr 
last, containing four lett<'rrt from i )on Antonio Lojx z do Sauta Anna, who liiS 
several times been President of the Mexican republic, showing the part he h** 
taken in the French intervention of that repubhc 

I am, sir, very reapectfhlljt yonr obedient eerraaty 

ILROMEBO. 

Hon. William K. Seward, ^v.t Sfc, 
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[EQClOBOfd No. 1.] 
(From the Dl&rio del Impetlo, of Janiuury 20, 1866.] 
wx mt tam vok thb huiobt or nuoo. 

Animio Loptx A Smia Jima, wO-merHtd ^ tht wMtry, OaurtU ^ IKoUon, Oreni MuUr of the 

national and diidmguifheil ('nUr of Guadalupe, Knii/fu of the Grand Cot* of the n y // nwl di^tin- 
guuhed ordtr qf Vharitt III, and i*ruidtnt qf the MejueM rq>ubtiCf to ail who may tu ihm fntatU 
grteting: 

Being aatborieed by the Hexlcfto nation to constitate it under the form of fcoremment I 

mav think most cnnvetiic'it tn a.'surt! its torrJtori il intci^Tity and nntionnl Unli ; mkI rice in 
tliti moiit advunUigeuuu au«l pcrmuucut muuner, accordibg to the full powers wiili which I 
am Invented, end oonttderiog thAt no government tii more raltable to a nation than that to 
Vhic-li it hiis Ih-011 accU'itoiiie*! for cvnturits and v. liirli Iri'^ 'ortncd its pcculiiir cn«tom« ; 

Theretore, and to tbu end, placing full confideticu iu tliu patriotittui iotelligeuce, and 
aeal of Don Josd Uarfai Gutierrea de Eiitrada, I confer upon bim, bf these pniientt, the 
full jK)'.vorR nectary to enter into ftrran'^'omcnts, and make tli"' proper offera near tfir r onrfs 
of Loodou, Parii", Madrid, and Vienna, to obtain from those governments, or from auy ouo 
of them, the establishment of a monarchy, derived from any of the royal races of those 
powern, under (lualillcations and conditions to be established by siM-cial itiftrtictinns. 

In faiih whereof, I hare caused these presents to be issued, signed by my hand, aotlior- 
ized by the seal of the nation aad countenigned by the minister of reTatiooa, all under the 
proper re^rvo, la the national palaco of Mexico, on the first of July, eigbteeo bondrod and 
lifty«foar. 

A. L. DE SANTA ANNA. 



[Hincloeare No. 2 ] 

St. Thomas, Noveabtr 30, 1861. 

Ht VntT Dear Fbtini) : The news yon have been kind enough to oommnnieate to me. In 

your esteemed favor of the 3Ist October, received by the liwt mail, iruvi^ mt; very ^'re^it 
pleasure, becau-^e it is bo interesting tliat, if it can be realized, our country will iio saved 
from ruin. 

Go<l grant that our dreams may come to pass as BOon a-; possible ! 

The candidate you mention (hi^ Imperial Highnesit Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian) is 
QoexceptioQable, and I therefore hiu^ten to g've my approbation. Do me the favor, then, to 
Inform him of it, as well as our friencls, but with all reserve, for you well know that in 
politics there are thing's that must not be published before the proper time, on account of 
the barm that might be caui^d. 

I think tlieatUed forceti will reach Vera Cruz early in next January, and their arrival 
will be a caufie of f?reat r» joicint; to all g;(x»d Mexicans, l ecau>»e they will not be regarded 
U-H a tiiie:itening enemy, but bj* benefactors, to save tla-m from the worst of tyrannies. 

Pui>lic opinion will, undoubtedly, soon pronounce in favor of whatever suits the people. 

Convinced tliat the time to act has corae. I ntn ready t) return imiii» (liatel y to ray nativo 
land, determined to labor with all my strenjjth till the reaiizatiou of the undertaking 
completed. I will let you know of my departure ftom this island by the mail of the ITtli 
of DccemlKT, and I will tell you where to address your letters to me. 

Now you see, my friend, I am not duziug when the work iii to be commenced, and my 
acts aooord with my words. 

If I am pi^rmitti d to si e my country OOOStituted in a way to muke It prosperous and 
happy in the future before I clutie my eyes in death, I shall be extremely gratified. 

Don't fidi to send mo all the news you get. 
Your moat obedient sennuiti 

ANTONIO LOPEZ D£ SANTA ANNA. 
St Excelleii^ Don JonMAHuOi miMua m EmaM. 



[Enclosure No. 3 ] 
[From the Dlario del Impetio, of Januaty 22, 1866.j 

St. TnojCAS, Decanhtr 22, 1863. 

SiuK : When 1 b< ard that a coosIderabV ntunTv r of my fi llow-countryraen, actuate. 1 by 
tho purest patriutibm, had fixed upon your iijyul Highness to be called to the throue of 
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Mexiro, ray snnl ovcvflinvcd with t^loapurc. If it hud l»een in my power to accompany the 
Mexicnu coiiiiiii8.siun. your In.itorial Hifjhiiess would have hi-ard fn)m the mouth of one of 
tbe noblemen of independence, from one who held for many years the tirst place amon^ 
his fellow citizens, tin- rntifu ation of what the worthy prcflident of tbe country expreteed 
with so much eloquence and sincerity. 

Yes. rire. In having the honor to greet yonr Imperial Hlirhneii, with the rest of my 
cotiiitryiiicn, tho rmpfior of Mexico, and to offer y(»u. te«;M ctfijlly, my huinble serricf-o. 
I can as5*ure you, without tlattery, that my atUu hnoeut to your august per.ion i« V><mudlc«> ; 
nnd «lnce distance deprives me of tbe plcarate of appearing personally in your prosen< a »y 
ju'ii will do that duty from my present place of resideiK e. hoping? your Imj^rial HigblMM 
will receive the expression of my scuiimt-uts with your accustomed benevolence. 

I may also assure your Imperial Highness that the voice raised in Mexico to proclMm 
your r.'Fpected nv.mc is n«»t tli.- voice of a party. Ati immense jn>ijority of the nation desire 
to restore the empire of the Moutczumas. with your Imperial Highness at its head, beiicriog 
it to be tbe only remedy for existing? ills, rnd the ultimate anchor of Its hopes. Acoept, 
then, in absolute confideiK-e, the enthusiastic Mexican vote, and come cfurii .n-ly to the 
Mexican shores, ccrtaiu of receiving the demonstrations of love and profound rtj^pect, be- 
lievinj:. at the sanie time, that your agreeable pref?enoe will suffice to restore hanaony 
throiitchout tlie land. The occasion is propitious. Your Imperial ni;^5iiit jv, ran niakeths 
lUexieans happy l»v [ilacing your name among those of the h«roes blessed by pobterity. 

llio vaht. Ixautiful, and feitilc .'«oil of Mixico abounds in elements to form ftflrtt-dss 
empire on the American continent; consequently it is no insi^rnifieant power that ii^ offend 
to your Inspi ii il llighne.^B. True, the ci imtry luis suffered from anarchy for half acea* 
tury ; but under the uuhpicps of i>ra(e. with a paternal, just, and enlightened govemmcat, 
Its resources will he restored in u f< w \erus, and it will ho tho admiratioiKMf tlie wwld* 
Would to Heaven I could sec this before I end uiv days! 

I hope your Iinpt-rial IJighn» ss w ill condc<r< ml to acknowledpc, in the dean of the Mcx* 
lean axmjt a devoted and disinterested fri.nd, a very ob.Hlvnt servant, who wishes yoo 
the greatest happiness and fervently kisees the impexiiu hands of your Imperial Hitrhn^ 

A.L. VL .-.ANT A A.NNA. 

HIa Imperial and Boyal Highness 

Abobdvks FiBoniAMn UixiiaiiAir ^ Ambia. • 



[Gnclosnre Ko. 4.] 

St. Tuomas, 1 5th of 0,uJ>tT, 1S61. 

HvCB EsTEiiMFO Fbiend : lu reply to your favor of the 15tb of Scpteml>cr, now before 
me, I must say to you that I had alrcAdy received the news of the resolution adopted by 

the thr» e maritime p •w« i^ in rcLrard ti> M- xin.. 

From what you tcU mu, there can be no doubt of a cliange of situation in a short time. 

What remains to be done vow Is to take advantstre of tbit; propitious occasion to resnis 
my loijg-clie! ished desircK. remi ml ci ing that siidi mi (ippottunity never wcurs twice. 

What you have to do is \.k> remind the governments near which you are accredited of 
your former petitions, insisting, cf=pecially. that ITexleo cannot have a lasting peace until 
the disease is radically * t. > I, and the only remedy is the substitution of a conetitutiond 
empire for that farce called a republic. Thope nations can select one jr)intly. Remind 
them, alho, that I am now, more than ever, disiwsed to carry out that idea, and that I will 
latter without ceasini? to effect it. 

I do not wish to depreciate the nationality of Mexico. ^ly sole desire is to establish a 
government of order, to repair the damages of party strife, and to make the ,M«'xicaos con- 
tented by restoring the Catholic religion, now almost extinct, la a ooontiy that used to Iw 
famed for its re.~]ieet ;ind love for religion. 

I beg you to communicate my resolve to our mutual friend Mr. , who I hope will 

use all his influence In aid of the trinnph of correct principles. 

In conclusion, I must say to yon that since tl e profan.-ition of onr churc hes. I have 
determine<! to become the avenger of so many ii,'.crilegious outrages, trusting that Frovi- 
dence wilt ^i VI- me strength to carry oat my tcsolution. o o o o I have 
improved nu.c li lately, and hope soon to be in Mcxiixi, 
Ever your aliectionatc t'liend and countryman, 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

Doa JoBi Hasia GonauiiE m Esisada, 
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Mr, Romero to Idr. Seward. 

[TraDftlaiion.] 

Mbxican Lboatiow, 
Washingifm, Februarp 22, 1866. 

Mr. Knmero presrnls liis respects to Mr. Seward, and Las the honor to trans- 
mit to him a copy oi" extracts of a letter he has received from Paris, dated the 
3d instant* and written by a reliable pei-son, noticing the departure of farced from 
Onm &r Mexico about rae end of January laBt. 

Hon. Wjluam H. Sbwasd, ^r., 4t;. 



[Thiniilattmi.] 

Pabii, Mnurp 3* 1866. 

Mrcn E!*TEKM»:n FnirvT) :«oooooco 

I muHt iufuru you that a regitucut of the Foreign Legion, consisting of twelve hundred 
snen, left Oran for Vera Cnia. seven dayn ago, in a vesiel that oame for them from Toulon, 
after taking on a qu-.nitity of ammunitiori t!n r'/ 

This was done in the greatest secrecy ; even the newspapers do not mention it. It ia 
likely the Uofted Btotes ooosul in Algiers or Omn baa informed bis government of It. 

It h aho certain that amngementa afio pending between Parie and Yienna to aend an 

army corps of Austriaiis to Mexico. 
KcSor Dun Matias IIojuro, Waikingtom. 



Mr. Romero to Mr. Seufard. 
(Thkodatlon.] 

Washinoton, February 26, 1866. 

My Dbar Sir: I have the honor to transmit to yon a trauBlation into Eng^ 
Vwh of the ofBeial documents relating to the aflatrs of Mexico, which were pub- 
lished by tli<i French government <ni tlio opening of tlie Hc^miotjs of the legiala* 
tive body thereof, in what is called, in Paris, the "Yellow Book." 

Deeirous that this collection may be of some use to the department under 
yonr worthy cliarge* I transmit it to 70U, and ayail myself of the occasion to 
repeat myself 

Yonr obedient servant, 

M. BOMEKO. 

Hon. William H. Seward, (^., Sfc., ^c. 



THE YELLOW LtOoK. 

The Yellow Book, containing the diplomatic docaments communicated to the Chambers, 
came out yesterday. These d(»cunieiits relate to the afT.iiiK of Italy and Rome; to the 
visits of the, French and Englihh equadrons ; to the navi^ation of the Dauube ; to the 
Lebanon question ; to the !ilT;iir of Greece ; to the United StiUes ; to the atfuir of i hili ; to 
the nlliirs of the Platti ; to the oegotiatioos with Japan ; to the extradition treaty betwooa 
France and England ; to commendal aflfikfra— Sweden, Norway, Zollverein, Netherlands, 
Sf Aiti ; to an international winitary ooDfeienoe ; in fine, to the United States oorrespondenod 
.relative to the affairs of Mexico. 

Underneath this snnunary tahle we find the following note : 

♦'As the publication of the correspondence on the subject of Mexico at this time might 
prehvut iiumu inconveniences on account of pending negotiations, the guvuromeut of the 
Emperor reserves it for sohseqnent comrannlcatlini to the gnmd state bodies." 

44 D C 
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Further on, at Um head of the oomspoDdenoe relati?6 to Mazloui afiin, we find anottier 

note of tbirt tenor : 

"III i>0(?tponinj; the pnbliaition of the papers rehiting to Mexico, the intention of tbi 
govemnietit of the Empt ror was Aleo to defer that of the United States upon the tune qiiM> 

tion : Vtiit it is Jiow tlinnu'ht ntintTtissiiiry to duluy the cnuinniiiiciiliou of that correi*pondenc9 
any longer, as publicity hits becu given in Aiuericii to the ti(x:umcut8 piefeeutei to CoQ- 

gnm." 

It ap]x'ar8 from tliis note th»t there nic other '!ornin«'ii'n rrLuive to Mexico reninitiinj; to 
be pubiisiied ; in other words, the corret>poudeuce tiJmidy published doea not embrace all 
the ]I«xic»D doeumeDte, but only tboae docutnenia telative to the reckmatioiu of the UoUad 



UNITED STATES COiUlESFONDENCE IN BELATION TO. MEXICAN AFFAIBS. 

Tkt Mauitar i^FMigii Affmt to M. Qtafn^, ehargi faffnirei at Ifaiftl^flM. 

Pams. Monk 29, 18(5. 

Sir : The Unil<^<l States charge d'afTafres has ma<le the t<iiiinnniication of whi< h } rn L'lve 
me notice. Without formal in«tructions from bis ffovcrnmeut, (so be said,) Air. Bigclow 
reed me Mr. Seward's despatch, the substance of which I will now give. 

The iK'ople of tl)e United States, said the Sccret^iry of State, have now Imt one thoujlt, 
from which no conbideration cun divert ihem, namely, the reconstruction of the UDi«n. 
To I fleet this they are lesolved to make every tacritice, to recoil from no obstacle, aodto 
triurnpli over every retii^tance. 

They desire that the crisis through which they are now pa.«8inp may not affect their rela- 
tions with foreign btates ; but their eeutiments towards thi in will thiifly be inspired by 
the dihp«>hitiotis they are supposed to have towunis us in pre»eut circumstaooes. Syiupa- 
thiziiiL' with those they think favorable to the end thuy wi.sh to attain, the people. l>y the 
liutuial clltct of the contest they arc euhtaining, arc incliiu d to feel considerable irritation 
against tho^e w ho encounige ttieir adversaries, or who provoke by tlieir wishes a Rsdt 
contrary to lltut whicli tlicy ate coTitcndiug for at tlic price of po many Facrifice« Now 
it is geuttially believed in ihe L'uiled btatcti, rightly or wrongly, that the French guverO' 
ment wonid consider a definitive separation of the American Union into two distinct coa* 
federations the most dcpiniMe consefiuence of the present war. 

With the present btute of mind in Ameiica, this opinion upon the tendencies oi tlie 
French government might change the feelings of fHenddiipeo long entertained for Frsnoe, 
and imbifter tlir n ];>tlon8 between the two countries, ^e fc(?t t;1 government, though 
not amenable to popular impresnioos, is obliged to regard them, and would be pleased to 
see the French cabinet take an occasion to manifest their sentiments towards the Ameiion 
.Union; a manifestation of that nature would help to direct OT reform the opinioD, SDil 
j>revent it from being perverted by thoughtUbS prejudices. 

I told the tTnited States chargd d'aflalres that we might be excused from replying to 
gupp<i>itioMs that ha«l nothing to justify them, aud to which we arc conscious of havioe 
furniidiud no pretext, i added, however, that I would have no hesitation to enter into 
frank explanations with the federal government of the attitude observed by ns siooe the 
Vegiimiiig of the American crisis, and to mauiftst once more our deeiie that no misundtT- 
standing or equivocation should subsist between us. It is not necessary for Fmnoe to 
recall the part she toolc at the founding of the great American republic- Still faitbfal to 
her sympathies, she ha^ had tlie pleasure to sec her interests accord witil her sentimeut^ in 
the continued development of the commercial relations of \ho two coutitries; and it is 
with sincere regret she has ngarded the terrible couilitt lluil ciidaiigtred a 8tat<j wboeS 
prosperity and grandeur she lias a! ways dcsired. 

It is superfluous to say that wc linve remaint-i) liitc ^t! ati'trs to (he f iuunistances, 
ftltogj-tlier internal, that have broujilit about the s*.i>aittliou of the nortii aud south, in tbs 
centre of the Union ; but we may mention that we have Dot ceased to deplore the ereoti 
that have been the consequence; that we had always expressed ourselves in regard to it 
in the most explicit manner, under all circumstances, even declaring ourselves ready to 
interpose our good oflBoes if they should at any time be Uiought necsssary to the snoocssflf 
an attempt at reconciliation. 

Facts, however, strike everybody with huxmtrovcrtible authority. Tlie war broke cot, 
over an extensive territory, between the two factions of the Union, and has snstained sn 
equilibrium for fntir y( ars, kf jit up by largo n i:;ul:ir armies obeying constituted govem- 
niouts. It was impositible for furtigu powers not to recognise the parties engaged in each 
a oonflict as belUgersnts, and to grant them such diarsotera allowed by the law of natiom. 
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The government of the Emperor conM not then hwrltAte to proclaim hln con^ofinent 
duty tif strict neutr.ility. HeW renpon-iiMe f'tr his d>'C'ls, lie abBtiinod from every re«oln- 
tiun teiidin^r to prejudge the inae of a Btruggle to be decided hj the force of anns and the 

win of (jo<i. 

It was not his place say, without medillini; in nffalrs that concerned the people of the 
United St iti's al<»n !, what rhouM h'* th<» t< rnH of rcconriliatiAn. the o1i)r< t nv so ardently 
drbired. Witliout exprcneiii^ any opiuiuii ou the Hubject, he has couliuued to maintain 
dlp1oin;'i r< !ation> with tho federal ;;')veram-Qt, and alMtaln-Hl from all offieiil inter- 
course with the p-jwer exi^tin^ in Ivicliai >n i Tli ' triv^rnm-Mit of the Eniperor ha.s there- 
fore coaforme 1 in all it«) ixcU to a strict and loyal ob^rvan :h of its d<ic!ar<«tiou!j of neutr.ility 
by uivin^ a friendly character to tts attitude towardit the Uaion. 

W<< fli> not iloubt hut the g<>od eenw? of th - A tT-rtiMti people, laying; rw de the pitwlons 
of the struggle they arc maiatainint;, will do justice to our intentions and our conduct 
towards them. It is the duty of the govemmeiit to enlighten the people as much as pos- 
siblf. and direct their jn<li:niont. We, too, must beware of ful^e iniprt's^ions. nn \ drfcrid 
public opinion a^aiuijt ii I founded suggestions. Wiiilo it Li rcpre«entel in th« United 
States that FVanoe advocates disunion, It Is rapeated lo Europe that the United States are 
only waiting for the end of their civil war to "pounce U|>on Mexico and ttar down a tlatr, 
the accidental vicinity of wiiich, it seems to ua, ought to inspire ditlcrent sentiments in 
those who are now deftmdinir the worlc of the fonnders of the American repnblic. We 
re)<.tt finch Ruppositions ; cxpcv t a complete reciprocity of amicild-j r»roceedin^^s from 
tlie cabiuet at Wtubiagton, and a similar observance of the rules of neutrality. We are 
pleased with the assnrances that Mr. Seward has given us on that point. The exalted 
IntelligHnco of that trr. it statesman protects him, we are sure, from the prepossessions and 
prejudices that events in Mexico may have excit*'d in some minds. We trust that these 
faliM} impre«.sions will disappear before a more calm and sound consideration of the true 
Interests of the American people. 

We went ^) Mexico to ol.taln redress and patisfaction for prrlevons wrones, denyinc; from 
the tirsf, as we have alwHys done eince on all occisiona, every intention of a »ettlement or 
of territorial acquisition. Our intervention hm permitted reconstruction in that coifntry, 
on c<fnilit!ons tnuch niori^ favorable than the former governments to the development df 
its Rocial life and prosperity. We presume there is nothing in that to alarm the United 
States, and therefore we refuse to Itelieve the designs attributed to them. Whatever may 
be the pjault of thi.s Bfruirirle in the I'nite I Stales, we think the best employment the 
States of North Amerioi can make of their forces and available rosourceH will be to repair 
the ravages of war. We cannot believe they are thinking of nsing them In an expensive 
and nnjost war apaintit a country that h;is novor irivcn them caus<' of complaint — in a wi»r, 
in finct, (and we say it now be<kiuse we do not wisli to repeat it,) in which circumHtanoos 
will fonre the United States to meet and oppose a power that was once their ancient ally. 

We r. jrjct, t!!' n, th -^c supposition*; condemned bv our roa.«;on. We hope that the reso- 
lutions of the cabinet at Washington in reg-ird to the Mexican government will continue 
to confirm otir oonfidenoe In their wisdom. As we are neotral In the polltloo'mllltary 
Strn^'jfto in the Uniti-d States, wc .-xpcrt their neutrality in our affairs in Mexico. As we 
will help to dissipate the doubts that oxitit in America in regard to our sentiments towards 
the United States^ we wonld be pleased to see the federal government give m grounds to 
enlighten European opinion la regard to the hiteations attributod to It by piejudicvd 
minds. 

Accept the assurances, &c., 

DROUTN DE LHUT8. 



Tht MimtUr qf Fortign Aff*mi toMttrqm ifonlMon, Frmch miniiter to tkt UnMid StaUi. 

PaBn. May S. 186ft. 

MAt^yris : In a conver«ation with the United Ftatf; m'nistcr a few (lits -.i'^n, hf made 
known to me the dirtpoeitions of his government in ri^ard to Mexico, and reiid me several 
pasKu?e« from despatches addressed to him by Hr. Seward, Secretary of State. 

Mr. liAv ^ lid the people of the United t«tAteK were attiichetl t » r.'publicaninstitutlon.s, 
and, regarding them from their own experience as most suited to assure the prosperity and 
greatness of a nation, conld not fhvorabty look upon the establishment of a monarcfaj 
amon>^ their neighbors. The cabinH at Wasliin^ton h.id t'> ailopt tlie same opinion ; yet 
they uutk-rstood that pcculi ir conditions of races, climate, geography, past habits, and tra<- 
ditions, might incline another people to prefer fbr themselves s government dllFerent from 
that winch was thought the ln-st in the United St.itvs. But we must oonfets, adde<l Mr. 
Bigelow, that the trial of democratic republican institutions for half a oentury in Mexico 
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In far from hetn|ir fiiTonible, and liM done more harm than ffood tothatanfortniukte eooatry. 

The Unitrd Statfs rrovi'i-niTicnt, thi-rofore, bag no intontifui to ttppose the txperiin«-nt now 
to be matie with lull liberty there ; nothing could be more coutrary to its primiples than 
to prevent a neighborinf nation from choocinjr at pleattore any form of goTatnment 
8u]v('(I to observe a scrupulous and impartial neutrality in ret:ard to what to |>iwhlg in 
Mexico, we hope the attitude will pieventany ditticulty between ua. 

The anxiety canned fn America by our Intervention originateil from the fear to w« vt 
itmu;;iir!iti :i >v>trin (>f monanhicHl propapini1i>m in the New World, nml wa^ icirn 
by the idea that we entertained h(ji<iilc feelings towards the cabinet at Wa^liingtuu during 
the dreadful crisis that was rending the United States. The federal government will not 
be dtHi-ivt-tl by thi>e hypotheses, nor devi.itc from the line of cooduCtU hat traced OUt, BI 
long ati the honor and int«resta of the rvpublic ore not injured. 

I thanked the United States minister for the assurances he gave me in the name of bb 
povernment, and, cor.gratulating him on the wisdom of the act. I took a note of his dt cla- 
ratiuug. I rutninde«l him that our Mexican expedition won a>k'ly to ^u^tiun the ju^tciaimi 
of our citizeu.s, which the government then existing in Mexico had neither the will nor the 
]>owcr to Bustain. Thai government, having really no foundation, though tome provinciil 
biigands CJirriod its colors, iVIl at our appnmch. 

With our B*i«5iritHncc a new govciuoicut La^ been furnicd, which isconMdcntiously laboring 
to effect a new political reorg:tDi7.utiot), promising pntt^-ction to all interests, and a peace 
and security long unknown in that wealthy country. Tlit-re was no almolute system of 
tuonarchical rc<>Uji'ution in our cuutluct, nor the leatst shadow of ioteutions of conquest or 
propagandism. Towards the Unii< <1 (States, during her four yean of painful trials, wt 
have con>tantiy remained faillifiil to t)ie duties of exart neutrality; aji»l we have alwart 
^hown our desire for puacc in a country that h^ shown t^ympatby for ua auce its foundA- 
i\<m. The few slight disagreement! that have unavoidably risim, despite oar eeraptthm 
ini partiality, show how hard it b In practioe not to deviate fnnn promised nentnllty with 
the moiit loyal intentions. 

We are pleased to hope, I said to Mr. Bigelow, that the government of the United Stsies 
will «»oon Itc iudti'Cil to t-stabli.-h frien<lly rclnf ions with the new -loverninent of Mexico. 
% Commercial intere.'^ts, moreover, require a clouer relation between the two cuuutrios, and we 
hope this also will soon be aooomptished in the political domtdn. 

Bath, marquis, is the Bulxit ince of my uswer to BIr. B:gtdow's oommnnhationt. 
Accept the aMurances, &c., 

DBOUTN BS WXm. 



Thi MmifUr if Ftnign Jfftdn re th* Frmh MmUlitt at WMtgUnu 

Faeis, Majf 50, 1865. 

HoKsicoB u If ABQvn : I hsTe seen with plessnre the assnraoces which the President of 

the United JStaten gave to you of hix personal desire to keep the best relations with us. I 
am pleaded in thinking that we shall find the proof of those sentiments, so conformable to 
oars, in the measures which the federal government wilt take in order to stop the as* 
nonnced enlistments in behalf of Juares, and to disoonrage all attempts of tluit%ind. 
Accept, &o., 

DROUYN DE LUL VS. 



The MimHtr (jf Foniffn Affmn to Uu Frtneh MmiaUr at Watku^lmt, 

Pabb, Jum I, 1869^ 

MoN'FiKt'R LI Habqi'19 : In the coOfSOOf an interview which I had with Mr. 6i^e]ow on 
the subject of raising tiio rc>tri< live meMures resulting from the neutrality of l>aiKv. I 
reminded the Uuittd States miuister that France had rciison to rctkou ou the vi^iiauoe 
and lirnines.^ of his government to prevent or rt- pres.s all acts which might, with respi-ct to 
Mexico, wtiikcn the cordiality of our rebitions. I also sjKike to liim of the reception 
accordinl to you by i'rehident .lohnpou. 1 repeated, a.s I intormcd you on the 30tb of l^st 
month, that we had heard with pleasure of the iu^urances given to yon by the President 
of fb< fli rully disjKisitions of tiic j>cu{>le of the l'iiit' <! h^t:ite.s towards Ui<, and of the iutcU- 
tiow oi tliat gov- I niiit-ut to preserve the tradition of them, i added tuat the language 
addre»6e i to you i.y Mr. Johnson, nevertheless, called fur an observa^n on my part. I 
couM not, indeed, abstain from cxprewlng some astoni.shnient at seeing the rret?iileDl 
inaugurate the rciaiious of iiis government with the repritH^ntativu of the Emptror by 
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nfarrini^ to ;in anxiety about events of a nature calculat€<! to disturb them. That concern 
to*' anticipate beyond all ordinary prevision eventualitieB quite unliliely," and whid> might 
compromi.-e the pood relatirms which, it is affirmeti, there in a shtctre detire to mrtint'iin, did not appfur 
to me the bal mttim of aMuruuj their duration. I cuuld therefore but regret the expression of 
that exccs'^ive aforethoiis^lit, especially in the circumstance when ft had oocarred. That 
portion of Pre-.idfnt .l«'hiit;<in"s speech is no doubt addressed, as you remark, to a portion 
of the American puMin, .iiid h<iH lieen suggested by the desire of conciliating certain national 
tiuoeptibiIitie>i. I underKtand it a* such ; but the fiMt most not be forgotten, as my duty 
was to rem irk it f<» Mr Bit^elo'w, that the French natiou also has it« fiUsceptiUlltiea, whJoh 
are not le«A rei>i>ectable, and to avoid wounding whicli is equally important. 

DROUTH DE LHUFS. 



Pasis, July 6, 1865. 

MoKSiKOtt u MABQvn : I have seen wftb mtfsfactlon. bf yoiir last despatches, that the 

efforts m i le in the Unif*^-! St.ifcs to oricanize an arrnn! . triiirrafi'tn into Mexico continue to 
lo6e their importance, and I approve of the terms io which you pr^ 'poged to treat tliatques- 
ilon with Mr Seward, when it shall be possible for you to ofv n your relations with him in 
a reuular nn i conmyutive manrn'r. It wijs ;i mutter df ^"tut iiit. rcst to us, in presence of 
the projiK;tod expeditions to Mexico so loudly announced in the United States, to remind 
the cabinet at Washins^ton that the teglslatlon of the country afforded it the means of 
oppobinj: an o]>stiiole. if such were its wish, to enterprises of that Icind. But. havinij done 
thirt. our further mc;isjireg must dejKrnd on drcumstancra, and you rit,'htly thought the 
present moment inopinirtune for demanding that the federal government Hliould publi^ih a 
new procIamatioD In conformity with that v{ iKlR. 

ft-elincM with which the ribinct at W.isliington sliowed itself animated on this 
point, iini of whicli I have recently rcct ivt'd furtli-T proof, are nnreovv-r of a nature to 
P'llisfy u^. On the 29th of last month Mr. l'.i_,M lo\v conunnnicated to m<* a letter which 
lie li id jtist received from Mr Sfwini, an<l tht^ first which that minister had writt^-n, or 
rallii r (lict-ited, since the evunts of which he was one of the victims. In it Mr. Seward 
pr<.t< sfs against the ai>preheusion8 which the hastj' langUHge of certain American jourtiala 
ba<l given birth to in Kran< e He afhrtnri, iti the most formal tenus, that the exi.<ting 
government uiaiutainti the policy adopte<i by the previous administrjitioD relative to Mexico, 
•nd on which the reprecientativu of the Union had been many times charged to transmit 
explanati.tii'^ to me. The Wa.-^hin^'ton cabinet is still resolved to observe neutrality in this 
matter. It is perauaded that the instructions given by the Attorney General to the district 
attorneys will snflice to prevent illicit armaments ; and that If, in ^te of the efforts of the 
government, som ' f '\ irrc;inlar act-^ should occur, Fuch acts would have no importance, 
and could not trouble either France or Mexico. I have received thehc declarations with 
pleasure, and I am happy to know that the facta related In your correiiiKmdeaco otmfiim 
the aasurauces which woTO ^ontaneoDsly ^ven by Mr. Seward. 

Accept, &C., . 
m DBOUTN DE LHUYS. 



The MmuUtr qf FMtign AJfair* to the IVmch Mtnider at Wa^uagloOn 

Pans, Jm^ 20, 18C5. 

llABQris : News from the United States shows us tl " pai ttcular importance attached to 
COnliBderate emigration to Mexico in that country, and how much the public mind is now 
occupied with the pretended territorial or mining grants that the government of the Em- 
peror st-eks to claim. 

The fail of tlie southern confederacy has hastened the time for the Mexican government 
to open relations of good fellowship with the cabinet at Washington. The very delicato 

quostir)n of confederate emigration is, in my opinion, the first step towards an aHiance. if 
it be franlily and upculy considered. It could not then fail to attract the attention of the 
emperor Maximilian. Prom what onr minister in Mexico writes me, his Majesty intends 
to V 'eonif eini.rraiits to his territory under tlie following conditions : If they are armed 
and organized, they must lay down their arms at tlie frontier ; they must take an oath of 
Obedienoe to the Biexican government, with a promise not to engage in any attempt against 
a friendly or neighboring government. If they wish to settle as planters they shall rep dr 
to deaigoated locaUtieti« and not establish Uiemsulves upon the froutier uf the UiuUsd States, 
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nor upon tlic ihthriiUi; of Telinantepec. Olenerala Almonte and Eobleg are to betnttotlM 
Uuit«d i>tat«8 by tUe euipcrui- to auk fur the acceptauce of these <x>DdUk>n6. 
According to my infonnation, tliey wilt expraM themselvw abotit in theto fflmt al 

WiiftLiuii^ton : "We liavo," tiny will pay to the fcdeml government, ij« ithi r created nor 
desired the utuatiou impofied upon m. fiemuauta of conft-<Ierut« armies or exiled citiseai 
ask an asyimn of us ; the ooo^eqnence for us is Tarlom obli^'ations which we do not wMi 
to avoid We wisli to fulfil tlie dutif« of liunmuity toward* tiio coiKiiurcd that tlw fate 
of war has compelled to quit their country. We wish to talie advaotage of this for our> 
selves and make Mexico profit by the autlvity and energy of men mrho oome to eeek a new 
country among us : iu fine, we do not wisli to quarrel with our neighbors, but our hope, 
on the contrary, is to form and l;eep up goo<1 and profitable relations with the Americao 
Union. To reconcile these different necei'iiitits. we will welcome the confederates ; batws 
propose to disarm them on their arrival into Mexican territory, if they oome with anni; 
to remove tlicni from the frontier into the interior of the country, where wo wiUgivethem 
lands and Kuihtale their delinilive hettleuietit uciurding to their oipabiliticis.'' 

We oao but approve of this conduct in general. It has suu'ge^'ted to me, however, out 
obf-ervation. If it is ne(ess!iry to remove the Anierioin« from llie t^ riitory of the Uiii »n. 
it would not seem to me wiau to iulerdiet every Aojerican euiigr.iut the faculty vl estab- 
lishing Idtnsclf in the mining districts, and I do not think that the fc leral government|tn 
ca>.r it did happen, should 1>»' otfciiilt-d at it. No mattrr about tlic taili- of the eni^ieiW 
Maximilian's plans ; this 8i>ems to us the proper time to i-nrry them out. Such lauguagSi 
dear, plidn, practfcal, I tliink woold be beard and understood at Washington. 

As to the recent rt-i>ort, newly prt)p;igated in ti e United States, attributiiitr to U5 the 
project of seeking territorial . acquisitions or privileges for working mining districts, you 
know they have absolutely no foundation. Ton know better than anybody elee what aie 
our intentions in tbnt purtirulur, for it was to yon I mmiuunicatefl them on the HOth id 
jSovcmlcr last, and you gave notice of them to the Mexican goverumeat. I'hc virgin of 
the gOTemmimt of the Emperor have not varied since that time. It is firmly resolve<l not 
to accept the Ct >.-<ion of any | ortion of Mexican teriitoiy, and to decline all projx»haIs for 
0once^sioD of mines in ISonora. You must say this opeuiy everywhere, ao ab to leave oo 
doubt In minds, and to icmove every pretext for similar allegations. 
Accept, ko., 

DROUYN DE LHUIft . 



JU JfmitUr ^ Funfgn Afftbn to th ^hneh MImbfer 1b WukvigloH, 

Pabis, Avffun 17, 1866. 

UoKUBUB u Uarqcis : The minister of tbetJnited States addr es s e d to me on the Kt innttot 
the note of which yon will find a copy annexed In the answer, of which a copy i.s a'so 
given, which I sent by the Emperor's command to this commuoication. I felt bound to de- 
clare to Mr. Bigelow that, alwa)-8 ready to reply to demands for expIanatloDS addressed to 
us in a friendly manner, tee could not think of rcf^xmding to \j.(fTi>t!hi(\oii^ trprffurd in a threntfntn^ 
toM rtlative to vagut aiUgationt J'ounded on equwocal documaUt. At the same time I t«Mjk the op- 
portonity afforded by the communication of the minister of the United States, to remind him 
that, iv.> obiserver.-; of a scrupulous neutrality in all the internal qijefitions which ma^- airitite 
or divide the American LJuion, we were entitled to rely ou the exact and loyal reciprocity 
promised to us on his part with regard to the affairs of Mexico. We do rely on it, in fact, 
•nd yet we are utialde to conceal from oun^elvi-s that tlun' is some diflicnlty in concili it'nc 
certidu recent facts and mauifestatioas, of which we cannot mistake the character, with the 
asBurenoes we have received. 

We know that < ur expedition, its consequences, the « stablishment of a monarchy in 
Mexico, have bceu viewed with displeasure in the United States ; we have been told this, 
and we regret it. Bnt a displeasnre does not constitute a gricvaoce, a sentiment does not 
create a riuht ; and the peace of the world would be exjxtbed to continual d;inger8 if each 
State, in its relations with its neighbors, were to cooduct itself solfly to suit its own con- 
veniences or prett reno 8. In a free oouotiy par txctUave, hke the United States, it bhould 
be kuou n thut the iil ertyand the right <rf eaiub— State or ittdlvidiial'-have for limititbe 
Ul>eity and rii:lit of others. 

/ have not tier* to Jdtti/i/ our txptdidon to J/ijicu. Obliged to do ourselves jujitice, we went 
to Mexico to seek the satisfaction which had been obstinately refu.^d us. W« yidded fo e mw 
ttiutif of ih( fanr n'jfure as that whiih h'ld, at arnAfur *yf)ch. condwx i the Amtriran nrmn ro *he cnpi- 
tal of Mfjico. The L'iiion txerased the ri(/his qf victory m all tJuir plantude by onnezuiy a new Stote. 
France doet not go to Jar; xcc thall Imvi Mitiu Without tKqmriHg cm ittck of sot/, and without re- 
•otving to ourselves any advantage not common to all other powers. After our formal decla- 
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rations on this sabject, nod the categorical denials we IwTe opposed to all contrary allega- 
tions, we are diepeosed from replying to the pen«i«tent rumors of territorial cessions, by means 
of which endeavors are made to keep up irritation against us iu the United States. The 
tamblanoc of a goveriuBWt againtt wblcli we made war diaappeftced at our approach. F'ar 
fro Til pr''t(Mi<iiri'^ to dispose of the oonntry, w»« invitcl riTnl encoiiraged it to dispose of it-olf. 

In 11 c uiiiiunication wltich Mr. Bigelow did me tiio bmior to address to mo on the I2th 
June Ix^t. he was pleased to acknowledge thftt the succe!<Hof republiain institutions fn Span- 
ish Atiierita had not been snch as to encourage the Unite'! St itt^s to attempt prop vj-rifinij 
them otherwise than by example, and that, m fhu, any govettimenl which thotild be acc^pUiide to 
the Mexicans teouid $atitify the United Siatet. Mh re is no reasoa to be attootshed, therefore, that 
Mexico, enlightened by disastrous experience, should eii'lt-iivor, undera syst-'tu b^-tter adapted 
to it« instincts, to escape from the anarchical chaos into which it had U^en pluugud by an in- 
termfnable Mrica of revolutions. 

A mdvement took place in the s<'nc-! of monarchical idfjH in favor of a lilieral prince, be- 
longing to a dynasty cei taiuly iliutttriuus among all, but attached to u« by no bond, and with 
which we had just been at war. The Arehduke Maximitian, called by the su/Trages of the 
country, and proclaimed emperor, now exercis h tin- soveieisjn rights conft-rred on him by 
the Mexican nation. No other constituted power exists on Mexican soil. An ex-President, 
flying ffom ▼illage to yillage. te no more a head of a government than a fsw bands of gnerll* 
las, pillagincr and infesting the high roads, arc armies. Can the cabinet of Wa-ldn^ton be 
Ignorant of that state of things i It has itself, during four years, contested the character 
of a regular power to the government resfdlnir at Richmond. Are wenot allowed to ask by 
what signs It recognizi -i in llic ;h :~r>n of M. Jiian z the attributes of sovereignty ? 

Our right, resulting from injury done to our interests, took us to Mexico. We are un- 
willing to leave anarchy behind us, because we do not widi to have fresh wrongs to avenge, 
or interests again compromised to defend. We have already withdrawn some of our troops, 
and we shall recall them all gradually, according to the re-establishment of order and the 
pacification of the country. We look forward with thesinceres^ wi«h< s to tlie day when the 
last French soldier shall quit Mexico. Those whom onr prownoe disturbs or incommodes 
may contribute to the approach of that moment. Tliere can be no doubt that excitements 
from out*ide keep up agil4ition. Let those encuuiaiicments cease ; let them alb>w that un» 
fortnnatc country, we.iry of anarchy, to become tr inqnil and organi/xs itself under a gor* 
crnment calculated to In-.il the wounds inllicted ; onier and trimjnillity will '-i.on be es- 
tiibli.-^hed. and the term as*iigned for our occupation will bo greatly abridged, but the fact 
should t)e well Itorne in mind that we are not In the haUt of hasteniag our stqM on aooount 
of haughty injunctions or threateain^r insinuations. 

Tou will have the goodness, Monsieur le Marquis, to take in the full meaning of tlds de- 
■patdi, and to oommanloate those explanatioiis to the fodeml goTemment. They have for 
object, and we desire that they should have for effect, to clear up the situation and remove 
all doubu as to our intentions. We hope for a reply in the sumu spirit of frankness and 
ooneUiatlon that has dictated our own langnage. It is not worthy of two great nations to 
allow anything e(]uivocal to subsist between them, and their :'()•. runients would incur a 
severe 1)lame in history, and a grave responsibility at the present time, if, in default Of pre> 
Itmlnary explanation, they were to abandon to the chance of drmimstanres and unforeseea 
incidents tlie maintenrinct r.f their y^ood rel;iti"n^ a- ■! the pre.servalion of peace. Confident 
in the straightforward common sense of the American people and the enliglitened sagacity 
of its government, we are nowilliog to bellevethat temporary impulses can, against all that 
la common to us both in old remiuibceuccK, t^^ain8t present interests and future proqiectSf 
prevent a truly solid and durable basis for the alliance between the two countries. 
Beceive, &c., 

DBOUTN DE LHUYS. 



2ht Mtnider (jf Foreign Ajfairt to the French Minidir in Wathington. 

Tauis. August 17, 1865. 

MossiErB LB Mabqi'is: I have received the d»^Fpat( h wliich you addr('SK. d to ine, dated 
the 18th July, informing roe that the mirbion contlded to M. Degollado by the M< xicau gov- 
ernment had cou)p]ete1y failed, nnd that the President, oo refu.sing to receive the letter of 
the emperor Maximilian, i f ^^!Jit h that emissary was a bennT, Inui <! •rlini-d hII l<ind of le- 
lutions with him. 1 liave naturally noticed that the Secittaiy of State, on notitying you 
of -this dedslon, took the occasion to declare that the intention of the cabinet of Waiting' 
ton was tn continue tlieir policy of not recognizing in Me.\ic" but the M''xic;m rr-pnblic nm! 
its president, Mr. Juarez. If this declaration of the federal government is to be regrctteti 
OD evttiy aoeonnt, It is not lesa so to have It piovcdced bj aa attempt which was at leiat 
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prcmaturo. llie cabinet of Mexico, before enfrnjrinc^ ifpplf in pnrh n conne, should have 
been 8ure of the opportunity and probabilities of its overtures, aod procure better ioforma- 
tion about the dispoeition with which they wouM lo nrat ill WaBhiugton. Bolt would 
have spared itself a disobliging leply, and prevented the occnmoce of an indd«ot annojiog 
in every point of view. 

DBOUTN DE LBUT8. 



PABn, SIpMr 8, 18tf5. 

Mabqui-i: T bavo Imd no official convcrFitinn with the Utiitcd States minister Kir re rrr 
answer of the 7th of August to hl« preceding communication. Mr. Bigelow did me the 
honor to call to see me yetCerday. He did nut ooma, be said, to answer my letter, leaving 
that cuKe to Ijis goveniBent if it tlioii^jht i)niper to answer it ; but Ir Avuntn! to tell me 
personally that he desired to maiutaiu friendly relations belwoen the two countries, and 
avoid every cause of Irritation ; that, in showing me docameate of the authenticity of 
which lie liml no doubt. h<- liad only thought to elicit friendly explunationH between iis : 
and that he thought he bad not departed ifrom the regard that representatives of govern- 
ments that regpect and honor each other owe to each other la all dbeosslont Id the note he 
adilre.sNed to mu on the let of Augunt. I wiid to Mr Kt^'elow that, doing full justitv to his 
intentions, I had never intended to draw him persuoally into an official debate between oar 
two govemmeate. He had done his dnty In transmitting to me the oommtmfcation he 
was charged to deliver, and I hud done mine by answering it in the name of the govern- 
ment of the Emperor. For my part, I yrm oonscions of having assumed no exaggerated 
snsoeptlbility on the occasion. As I hod to pi tee Mr. Biiareloiw's note of the 1st of Angut 
before the eyes of hia Majesty aud bis ministers, ray Lv>lloigQSS, it was their QUmlOMMlS 
iunpresKion tliat I bad translated in the answer 1 made to it. 

We could not admit, in fact, that haughty demurrer, supported by documents I did not 
care to dispute, but whose diplomatic value I denied. I added that I would never refuM 
to take cogniamcc of all pif^ers the United States minister would oommanicate to me as 
confidential, as means to expl*iin facts coooeming tbo relations of the two countries. He 
would liii'l me, on the contrary, alwiiys ready to funiitsh him with any explanations he 
might desire or need, either from the minister of war or the Mexican government, as com- 
plementary of the iufurmation it would be necessary fur me to have, iu order to answer hii 
questions. 

Tlie conversation on thi^ point licing exhausted, Mr. Bigelow spoke to me of the general 
disposition of opinion in the United Suites in regard to Mexico, and of the necessity of the 
fitderal t^'overnment to leave the question till the meeting of Congress, the policy of which he 
could not 'let« rniine l>efi»rehaud. He rea'l rae some extniets from a despateh lately received 
from Mr. t:^cward. The ^eeretary of .State approves of the language uf the Uniltd .States 
ntniHter at Paris, ns far as belligerents aie concerned, but he does not find it explicit 
enough in explaining the iIi.>pi>siti(jnH o<" tlie Anieiiean penplt' in regard to Mexican affairs. 
Mr. Seward is afraid it will he infern il tliat tin- pcipie and guvcruinent are iudifi'erent to 
the future of republican institutions in Arneriia. and particularly iu Mexico. 

Such is not the p<'nti:iicnt of the Unite*! States. aii<l the Secretary of Stntp expresses bia 
contideuce that Aniericau nations will continue to prosper under repubiican rule. He «le- 
slres and hopi s to see that foim of government stxengthened and perpetuated, ; irti ularly 
in Mexico. He recognizes no other, and in his eyes Jimrez is the personification of it Ho 
recognizes a state of war existing between France and the Mexican republic; he will not 
examine the causes, nor express an opinion npon the wrongs that have brought it on, and 
the fe<l<'ral government is resolved t.> oh.^erve a strii t neutrality lictwren the belliqerents; 
but he bujH'S, when the war is over, republican iu.stitutions will be revived in Mexico. 

I replied to the United States minister that I would not enter into a dogmatic disserta- 
tion n[i"r! eotrpriralive merits nf monarchical and republican instituti iiis ; but ! w 
very much astonished to nee existing aud indisputable facts, recognized by legal authority 
and oonflnned by the free sufTnige of the Mxicao nation, Ignored by the United States. 
Time, good sense, and reflection, I ha-l no duubt, would have their irifluenre upon the 
American people, and banish their systematic prejudices. I could not refrain from enter- 
ing a formal protest, however, against the persistence of the Secretary of State in consider- 
ing Jnnrez iti I hln wandering hands not only as belligerents, hot as the zeoogniaed chief of 
a regular government. 

I conld not here refhdn from quoting an example that came aptly Into my mind. 

When we recognized the south as l'elIi^M>rents, fh» federal government jir^ f''4<d against 
it ; aud yet a cunetitated power resided in iUchmuud, was obeyed over vast territories, 
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levied tuxes, was drfi iitlcd by a larfje and TllUuilarmy, comman'l< 1 acknowledsrc*! chlof- 
taiiis i that wan surely a belltgereDt ; yet we ooly acknowlwlged theCact, and not the goT' 
ernment tbat med theM Impodng forces, and we had no Interoonm witii it. Now I oao 
find no similarity in the situation of Mexio. There I saw an ex prtisith'nt tiying from vil- 
lage to village, and I asked myself by what miHtake thoy could suppoM him to be iuveated 
with the rights of a belligerent and the attributes of a govertiment chief. 

But in this particular we are not to discuss the opinion and preference of the United 
States government ; all we have to contiider id, how the United States, acknowle<lgingtwo 
bellineronts in Mexico, am keep out of the quarrel and observe an exact neutrality be- 
tween them. This is what I laid to Mr. Bigelow. He, however, called my attention to 
the irrititlon caused to bin government by the relation that h<' Ki)ppos<»p hriA exinted or does 
still exist betweeti certain confederate chiefs and some of the .Mi-ximu uuthurities. 

New attempts to trouble the American Union could only come now from Texas, and 
public opinion, already su*>piciou8, could rasily ha deceived by simple appearances, if they 
thought tbat the attempts were orguuixtd in Mexico, where there is such toleration of gov- 
•mment agents. I* was, therefore, necMMiy to be mj pradeot on both sidei, and to 
examine every incident in order to prewnt bitterness and Ciiu^es of serious contlict. 

I answered Mr. BIgelowtbat the govenmieutof the emperor Maximilian ha<l anticipated 
his wish, and hud ordered the greateet cinmnupeoUoa and the atrlotest Tigilance among 
his niiliiary authoTitie.>: on the Texas frontier ; that they must know tluit in Washington ; 
and we advised the Mexican government to execute those provisions with vigor, promising 
to do all we conid to awlet them In it. I added that Ur. Rigelow'a obaervatioiiay the wis* 
doni of which I nxxt^nized, gave me tbooocaaiottto repeat oturiacmmnendatlona and adfiM 
to Mexico on this important point. 

In the course of onr ooQTenation Mr. Blgelow aaked me of the state of affairs in Heslco, 
aii'l if thf ir-ult^ olitaiiied augured favorably for the cons(jlidation of the new government, 
aud if we could foresee the time when wu oould withdraw our troops and leave her to 
attend to her own aflblrs. I told him we looked with confidence npon the fatnre of the 
Mexican monarchy, but it was impossible to say when our assistance would cea«c to be ne- 
cersary ; power had been organized and order re established, and we had actually withdrawn 
some of our troops. They must know tbnt wo wished to withdraw them all as soon as pos- 
sible ; but at the siime time they must ku<,w thai we were deteroiined not to quit Mexico 
till we li;ul Secured the interests tli it had brou^'ht us there, and insnr«'d ourselves against 
tbe return of disorder aud violence, lur which wo had, like others, to call the former gov- 
ernment to acoonnt. 

As 1 told you, marquis, in a previous despatch and I ropeated it to Mr. Bigelow— the 
federal government can contribute greatly to hasten the moment when the last i: reuch 
toldlor is to quit the roil of Uesloo. 
Aooefity Ac, 

DROUYN DE LliUYS. 



Tkt Unikd Stalu MinUUr in I'arii to the MiaiiUr <^ Foreign Affam. 

Pahis. Seftemher 12, 1865. 

Ba : I hare received the note which your excellency wrote to me on the 7th ultimo in 
answer to a oommttnloatlon I bad ttie honor to address yon on the 1st of sdd month, with 

fesj>ect to the alleged projects of Dr. Gwin and his associates in Mexico. 

I have the honor to transmit to your excellency the enclosed copy of a despatch which 
I have just receired from my gorernment. 
I avail myself of this ocosalonf fto. 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

F<^r enclorare see Mr. Beward'i despatch to Mr. Bigelow, No. 231, Aogost 24, 1895^ 

page — . 



Tiu MmuUr Ihnigti 4fain to the Fraeh Matder in WttMngkm. 

Pabis, OdoUr 18, 18C5. 

M. u Mabqttis : The Kmperor recommends to you very parUcnlarly the contents of my 
desi>.ttch to you of tins date. 

lu writing to you this despatch I have entered upon a course which Mr. Bigelow himself 
Inaugurated some days ago. At the end ol a conversation upon oUier subjects, that mln* 
later asked me, in his own name and without prejudging the oj^lon of his government, if 
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1 A'u] not tliiiik that the recopnltion (<f the Mexican empire by the United Stat**? would 
facilitiit^j and hanteu the recall of oar troops. TLe instructions which I forward you aro 
tbd answer to that questloii. 
Beoeire, &c., 

DROUVN DE LHOYS. 



The MMdtr <^ Ibnign A^axn to lit J^rmek Mmdtr 4d Foriaytok 

Paris, Novanbrr 23, 1865. 

M. LK MxRyrT' : T have liad a converBation recently with Mr. Pii;,'t'Ii>\v, of wliich I think 
It well to give you the sulMtaucti. In that cutivei^Kation the United Stated minister enumet'- 
ated the rens(»n8 tbe caUnet at Washington had for not establishing diplomatic relations 
with the Mt'xioan {rovftTimfnt. The ori:rin of thnt trovrriimetit. the antagoiiis'tn hotween 
itK form and the republican institutions of the neighboring country, and the aiuull prugrets 
the emperor Maximilian would make In the affection and confidence of his aobjecte, these 
are the tliree motives that ojipr.?i\ nrcrtrdinfj to Mr. Bipelow, the relations we desire. 

The representative of the federal government at the same time criticised certain mea- 
saree ad<^ted in Uesioo. He quoted to me particalarij the decree relative to tiie enppree* 
sion of bri!?;mdiii:«'. and one other conceniint^ the introduction of blacks ; then hn m- n- 
tioncd the siuiiiter interpretations that might be given to the honors accorded to the Iturbide 
fiunilj, and ezpresmd to me tbe unfovomble eentimentfl that all these resolutions would 

CMMe In the Am.Tl'-'ui I ;>l'\ 

Although the greater portion of thii; question was not new, I thought I had iietter answer 
It. I will not retnm, I said to Mr. Higelow, to the causes that determined the Mexican 

expedition. Tlicsc causes arc the wime that carried the federal fl-ig to Mexico s nu.- yt-ara 
ago. A doulde qnestion of interest and dignity forced us to resort to arms, after uselessly 
exhansting: all other means to have justice done to our citisens. Finding neither repara- 
tions for the p:vst nor guarantees for the future in Mr. Jaures's a4.)miiiistration, we were 
happy to sec the Mexican people assume a new government, and faithful to tlie maxiiris of 
our public law we applauded that manifestation of the national will. Our army has not 
•xerdsed the least ftme upon that great act, and the new government ones established, we 
have made ourselves an absolute hiw to respect its injlcpendenoe. 

Tbe monarchical form, far from constituting an innovation, is rooted in the traditions of 
the country, and the other system of government did not assure the Mexican nation enough 
strength, comfort, and stability to canse n« to blame it for the resolution it li.vs tnken. We 
do not dispute the greatness and prosjxjrlty that republican institutiuus have given to the 
United States ; bnt there is nothing absolute in politics, and ft goventment that suits one 
country may not sntt another. It is very certain that there was nothing but disorder and 
anarchy iu Mexico previous to the new rule. Was not the cabinet at Washington the first 
to complain of that violent and troubled situation f Was not Its interest, like that of all 
other powers, to see a more norm nnii r of things, and more in harm ony with tbe con- 
ditions of vitality of modern tsocieliuii, established in that country f A monarchical form is 
certainly a menace to nobody. An empire in Mexico is certainly not more incompatible 
with the dignity of the United Stites tlian an empire In Brazil. There is, Iwfhitle.-*. in this 
aSair a principle tliat governs all others — the privilege of every nation to choo*^} its own 
polilfoal rule, and the United States have certainly too just a sentiment of their own inde- 
peuderue to wish to cont:ol tlnit (»f tht lr neii^hbors. 

As to the degree of coniidenoe and Ribn tion tliat the Mexican nation feels for iU sover- 
«ign, the reports that reach ns do not Hgieo with those received by ths cabinet at Washing* 
ton. I underBtnad that the new government is daily growing stronger ; that Jaurez, whoi^e 
term has just expired, represent* nothing, not even in the eyes of bis few fuUowecs ; lh.it 
constantly changing his residence, having ueither army nor finances nor adrainistr.ition, he 
is, in fact as well as in law, clothed with no characters that constitute the chief of a state* 
Can the emperor Maximilian, then, under these circumstances, accord the rights of belliger- 
ents to bands still in the field? Did not the federal government deny that qnality Ui the 
OOnfedeiates of the sooth 7 And yet the confederacy had a vast territory, ; iweis obeyed 
everywhere, generals of rare talent, armies that the fcdeml troops ci^-ld only conquer by 
patience and courage. Tbe pretended authority of Ju irez, ou the contrary, is but a fiction. 
Whsie is the seat of his government? Who knows the names of his functionaries or of his 
oflScersf What province or what city is snl'j- i t to him ? Where are the regular traces of 
his administration I What remains of it but undii»cipliued bands that live by robbery t If 
the remnants of the southern armies were to form to-day bands to overrun the federal tarrt* 
tory, would the United States treat them lu?' l-elli^'< i . iit^i ? In stich a nituation there is no 
question of international law, the question is inteiual, and the first duty of a govcrumeut 
wdi oigsnised is to maintain order tax the conntiy. 
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As to the Ttnri faniJIy. I liavp nothing to say to the reasons thnt inflnonced the spon- 
tMieoas dvcihiuu ui thti empiiror iklaxiuiiiiaa. lid might have desired to rawe the ouce illua- 
^ons nuM from obscarity, wad bis retolntkm might have been Ineplired hf « iMntimeot of 

henevolenre and respect for the historic recollections of the Moiir in nati >n I will say, by 
the way, that it lit untine that the righta of suoceafiioa have been cootcrred upon youog 
Itarbide 

MoieovfT, if cort.-iiii mcASiireB ftdriptrd !n Mexico provoke the rriticism of the i Mlunctat 
Wuithiiigton, they ou^bt sot to call m to acoouut for it. Aatoaomical and iDdc(>eDdeat| 
the Mexican goverammt Is raspodslble for Its own «ciB. True, our troops are still to. 
Hexioo ; but ti^e idd we lend to the emperor MsTfmtltan oonstitntes in no manaer • bond 

of vassal ii^m. 

In giving you this summary of my coDvereation with Mr. Bigclow, I desire, now that 

Congress is about to meet, to enable you to rectify the erromouti opiiiiuns that might be 
conceived around you, and I authnrize yon to make nsc of the present despatch in youc 
couverButious with Mr. Seward aud the poliLicul pcrbonagcB of the Union. 
Accept) &C., 

DBOUYN D£ LHUYS. 



T/u MinuUr qf Foreign Afain to the French Minitter in Washmgion. 

Paris, December 8, 18 Co. 

MoxsnvB LB Masquis: I have received the despatch in which you relate me the conver- 
sation which yon had with Ur. Seward In reference to the appointment of Genenl Logan 

nB minister of the United Statrs to the Mexican republic, and tbt^ t xplttoations which the 
t>ecretary of State thought uecet»sary ti> give you couoemiug that meatiure in order to atten- 
uate Its dimgreeikMe fmpression. We could not conceal our A^ret at the determination 
taken by the fi (K r:i] u'<n crnment, and the opinions pnblii ly expressed by 'It n. lal Logan on 
our expedttioa to Mexico make it appear to us litill mure iuopportuue. The Emperor's gov- 
eroment, in extending to Mexico the protection expeetrd from him by all bis subjects, has 
o!il\ ]'iiis\ied the fulfilment of an imperative duty ; ho ou^ht to secure for the Kn iuh sub- 
jects both legitimate reparations for the past aud guarantees for the future. When this 
work is Accomplished, his action will be iHthdrawn, for no second thought of oonqaest or 
domination will retain our arms beyond tlxe ocean. It would then be painful to see. in the 
moment we look for the means of hastening the end of our expedition, some misunder- 
standing, endangering our traditionul rtdations with the United States, aud that from a 
situation criseutially tnMMdtci7 there mtght grow a serious risk for the permanent intwesti 
which unite the two coontries. 

Btceive, &c., 

DBOUTK DE LHUT8. 



The French MmiUer m Wa^ing^on to the Minister of Foreign Affaire. 

WAsniNOToy, Deermbrr II, ISC5. 

UoxsntUR LI MniiBTRB : On the 20th of November I transmitted to the Secretary of State 
a copy and trsnslation of your excellency's despatch dated the 18th of October last. I 

have tlie lionor now to make you know the note just addressed to me on that subject by the 
Secretary of State. I have confined myself to answer him that it hail duly rejvched me, 
and that I should not fail to submit it at onco to the appreciation of the Kuiperor's govern- 
ment, whose instructions I would wait tO disenss its contents. 
Please accept, 

MONTIi<:)LON. 

(For note of Mr. Seward's to the Marquis de Montholou, dated December 6, 1865, see 



lU MinieUr of For^ Affaire <o the French MmitUr ta Wathiaglon. 

Paitn, December 20, 1865. 

M. LK Mabquis: I have read with interest the mesfwf^e his excellency President Jolinson 
has acidreKse*! to the Congress of the United States, of which you imve forwarded me a copy. 
My attention has been more aspeolally Erected to the portions of tUs doeument wbl^ 
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mlj^ht Vioar opon questions intorostin^ at once the policy of the cabinet at Wa'^hlngton und 
ours. Mr. Johnson, iu a piu-siiijc whic h vlmths to nlliu'd to our ex|xvHtion to Mexico, dwellti 
upon considtTiitions this is uot tlio phu t<i il'^cuss — upon the viris^-iMiden of moi>arcbic«l 
aod republican constitnti(in>; in X]u- (uo hcniit-pheres. I %vill mt r- 'V |H»iat out to ymi that 
the pursuit of our coaiplaiuts ii^iunst Mexico had no oonnexiua with the exii^teDcx; in that 
coanliy of thia or tbtt form of goTemment, and that it did not any more depend upon a 
l^lMBtion of geography. If at the time we required jnst reparation for our follow-puhject* 
the power which had refui^d it had b cn a monarchy, that circutndtance would certiiiQly 
not have caused iu to alxindon clairaini; our right; and in whatever part of tho mfflda 
nation mi^ht dwell wln'i h h id injured French tntirrests, the protection of the Emperor, dtie 
to all.his 8U>ject.s. would have been legitiniatelj «xteuded all the same I cannot think 
that the Chief Mafttsttate of th^ Union has entertained an Idea of miriBg doubts vpoa 
points BO evident. 

The same patisage of tlio presidential manifesto speaks of the provocation which would 
compel the American people to defend repttblloaniSm against foreltm Intervention. **of dadgnt 

hostile to the form of govertauent of the United StAles," and litstly. of a^ryjreiihiou u^>oa 
the part of tho European powers. We cannot feel oarseivea affected by these expresiiions, for 
they In no way apply to the policy we have followed. It wonld be soperflnons to remind 
you that the pentiiuents of constant friendship te-stitied by the Enii>eror towanis tlie Un'te-i 
States exclude every supposition of provocation or nt'trreHsioo upon our part. A8 tor threat- 
ening the form of government that country has adoi>t<.d, abd which France herself has ooo- 
tributed to establish at tlie price of her blood, nothing ooutd be more foreign tliao snchsft 
undertaking to the traditions and principles of the imperial government. 

I see, therefore, nothing in the language of Mr. Johnson really of a nature to arooM 
nneasiueHS U8 to the clurution of friendly relations between France and the United States; 
and if some ambiguity prevails in terms employed with rei:ard to tlie 'pit stions that pre- 
occupy the two peoples, other portions of tho me&-age, by settling the l>eariog of the 
Fresident's words, tiappily dissipate all uncertainty. The placing of the federal wrmyupon 
• peace f-)f>(iT;;,'. and the rotjsirh-rahh' reduction of its cadres, at the fcarae time with lh« 
diminution ol the naval forces of the Union, prove the peaceful iuteotious of the cabinet of 
Washington, and the announcement of these measnree bj'Fiesident Johnson Is a pledge lo 
US of the cedprocal oonfidenoe which mnstoootinM to animate our two governments. 

DliUUYN DE LHUrS. 



Fabis, January 25. 186G. 

Monrsinm u Havqois : Tlie United States minister desired that the oommnnicatlon which 

he made to me of \\\v Attorney General's letter fn Mr. Bewaid relritive t<> the tiecrees of the 
emperor Maximilian concerning immigration and colonisation in Mexico bhould be ocknowl- 
edgiod in writing. I consequently addiessed such an acknowledgment to Mr. Blgelow. He 
replied thereto In the 1< tti i of which a copy is ap{Hnded. It woiild have been easy forme 
in my tarn to continue the correspondence by discussing his reply. 1 did not consider it 
neoesBsry to do so. I confined myself, in the verbal explanations whidi I had on this tab- 
ject with the United States minhster, to dwelling ujwn two point* which I could not alloir 
to pass without olieervation. I said, first, to Mr. Bigelow that I did not admit the expres* 
slon ** planted*' applied to the part taken by the t'reuch government in the events which 
have modifie<l the p<ditica] system in Mexico. He wss tufliciently ac^^uainted with the 
causes which led us to that country to render it unnecessary for me to revert to them ; and 
as to the present organization of that state, the Mexican people bad theui;jelves settlc<i it 
according to their wishes and interests. 

In tho sefiTui jiljict!, I observed to the United States uiinister that I had declined all 
discussion witii him upon the decrees of the euiperur Maximilian in our interview, and that 
be was not, therefore, justified in attributing to me any opiiuon whatever upon the subject, 
as he appeared to do in the la.st sentence in his letter. I added that If he, however, wished 
to know my manner of viewing the quration, I did not hesitate to say that the measures of 
tho emperor Maximilian so strongly Incriminated had not, In ooroplaiont the character and 
object attributed to them. It appeared to me advisable that Jon dionld not be ignoiantof 
ibe manner in which this incident terminated. 
BeoelTei Ao- ^ 

DBOUTN DE LHUTS. 
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' Paris, January 25, 1866. 

IfomiKim iM Mabqitis : The American newspapers bring us extracts from dfplomatlo 

documents published iu the Unitt-d States, in which are related 8ome cuu verbal ioii;* thiit I 
have had with Mr. Uigeiuw on th»j subject of certain measures adopted l)y the enjperor 
Maxiniiltan'i< government. The observations of the United States mininter, and my replies, 
relate pnrticularly to the de cte ei of the Mexican goTcrnment conoeroing the admission of 
blacks a» coh»nist8. to the euppreitfion of brigandage, aod to thu p«>Hition m wliich tlic Itnr- 
bide family were placed. I have not the ofiicial and complete tc.\t of the Au;orican docu- 
ments before me, and it is therefore unJur the reservation of the ulterior rt tlcLtiutis w hich 
they m!iy sup:;?est that I deem it ex[XMlient to define fheseniseof tlie explanationtj to which 
the qucbtiuurt 1 hare just mentioned have jrivcn rise between Mr. Bigelow and myself. 
These explanations are, bcside><. stilted in the de>patch which I bad the honor to addreit 
to you on the 'I'.Hh of November la>>t, and I shall confine m ynelf, iu my referanOD tberetOf 
to reviewing that part of the det^patch relative to these (Questions. 

When the United States minister came to acquaint me witii the opinions of the Wash- 
ingtnn nibiiK't, I had to htate that I declined all official controversy up<jn the acts of a 
foreign goveritmuut acting with full inde{>eDdeoce, and that I oould ouJj recoive as simple 
information anjr oommnnication he might wish to make on the satilect. 

It Would til t b( cniiie US, in flirt, to iu( i']»t the rc8jK)nBibility for resolutions emanating 
from the free initiative of the Mexican government. To admit such a discussion would 
justify its b^ing said, contrary to all oar declarations and the attltode we have rigorously 
observed, that we consider our>eh>s iiive>tt d in Mexico with sovereign rightK. Now, the 
support we afford to the emperor Maximilian and the Mexican nation is precisely intended 
to aid them to oonstitnte, according to their wishes, an independent power responsible for 
its acts. This reservation very clearly established, I observed to Mr. liigelow, in the 
course of ordinary conversation, that the measures pointed out to hiia were of a purely 
administrative or«ler, and did not appear to me to constitute any of those exceptional de- 
rogations from gt iK-r d prirtciplcs which may sometimes, perhaps, authorize a government 
to intervene in the interior affaiis of a neighborintr country. Kvery Statt) rcgulat^-s as it 
thinks lit the admiKhion of eudgtiints upon its territory, whether black or white, and the 
conditions of the colonir. .tion of its soil. It is evident that tbe^ conditions, offered to 
strangers, only apply to the jK'rsons who have fn ely accepted them. So also the Mexican 
goveruuient has only exeicii^ed a right incontcptubly Wlonging to it in declaring that iu 
its ey< R civil war no longer existed on its territory ; and coising to recognise in wandering 
bands the character of belligfronts, it has promulgated against them the severe petittltiee 
which have been applied iu every country for tlie suppression ot brigandagu. btiil lens, 
In my opinion, can it be questioned respecting an act assigning In die state • particular 
raijk to A particular fimily. In any ca.-'e the effect of thtso measures did not go beyond 
the Mexican troutiers, and did not, therefore, appear to me to constitute any grievance of 
which a foreign govemment could complain. If, however, mi'<q>porite <^olon shonld be 
etit>^rtaini <l at WiUibiiigton. I ( m iinderst ind that soroe uncertainty might be felt as to the 
means of caubiug the reclamations it might be thought proper to draw np to reach the 
right qoarter. But, definitively, hteaum it den not tuit the/edavt government to rteog niu fAs A 
JicKto goirrt Tuuit r.f iJ.f tjirperor Mnitmitian as r/i.^t'n^/ In/ right, and as, upon the other hand, it 
would seem to it ridiculous to address itself to the power it considers as legal, but which has 
In fiwt disappeared, I oould not admit as a oonseqneooe that there was ground for finding 
isnlt with us to escai>e embamissment, and for demanding at our hands explanations of 
MU emanating from the sovereign autliority of a foreigu government. 
Beceive, \c., 

DBOUTN DE UBJm, 

Uabqcis ns Mo.\THoix)N, 

Minuter ^ Fruftu at Woihinyton, 



Mr, Romero to Mr. Seward* 
[IVanshition.] 

Mexican Lboation to the United States op Ambbica, 

Wcukingtoih February 37, 1866* 

Mb. Sbcbbtary : I bare the honor to transmit to you a statement of the 
foreign debt of the Mexican republic, and the pccuniury TesponsibilitieB the 
French goTemment wbhes to impose upon that republic, as a consc^neuco of 
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its iniquitous iotenrention in the internal ftfiain of Mexico. This stAtement baa 
been made out from eonect data hy an old employ^ of the Mexican tro.ii^iury. 
It al^o com])n>f:^ n comparison of the annual expenditures of tli»' national 
^overnmf'iit ut' the republic with those of the so-called empire of the usurper 
JSIuximilian. 

I avail mjaelf of thia occasion to renew to yoo, Mr. Secretaiy* the aasoraneea 
of my moat distingniahed consideration. 

M. &OMEBO. 

Hon. William H. SbwarDi 



AN IMPOUTANT ASPECT OF THE MEXICAN QUESTION. 

lli<- followinu; tn1>lf8, compil"! frotn authentio iiiformati<m ncently received from the 
city ol" Mt xicu, »liow the folio wi tig UcU ; 

Ftrtt. llmt Ihc French govurnrnent hii8 char^ri'il Mexico for the expense* of inv i-iMa of 
l)*T t*Tritory and otht^r arts of intervention, uj) t > July 1. 1**64, the sum fifty miliums of 
dUUm. Ot tbiti mm ten millious havu been piiid out of a loiiu 8uli(<cqueutly iua<ie, and 
the remalDder (fiorty millioos) has been funded as a claim due bj Mexioo to th» #V«Ne4 ^se- 
tmmenl itsdf. 

Second. That benicle* the above forty millions, lojina have been nexi-"tiat"<l for Maxituilian. 
•in Prauce, to the amouTjt of more than one hundred and fifty miU»«m of doHtirs, which Kkius 
Franco is seekiru' tu f ist on tlie Mexicifi people us a le^itiraat<' debt, althoiuh every dol- 
lar realiiiied theieiKJiu ti;w Ix'cu Ut-ed not for the wulliiro or bcoetit of Mexico, but to meet 
the expentie^ which have been incorrwl la this iniqaitons attempt to overthioir repabllcan 
institutions imd estiilili>li a monarchy on Ameri&in noil. 

Tntrd That while the claims of France against Mexic.*, tm a<hnitted by tiie coiistimtional 
government before the Intervention bepin. amounted to Ufs than tkrm mUUoiu of dollart, the 
claims of Fraiict^ now put forward tinder Maximilian, and iu» Tec<;»gui?^l by him, already 
amount to ovtr o'te hundred and twuiy ihrte millions of doUtrt. Thid is upart from what may 
still be otlded under General Porey's receot and very eififnlflcant reminder on the part of 
irrar4ce, that it may be necessary " to m.ike Airther pe( uni try outlays in Mexico " 

Fourth. That while the entire foreign debt of Mexico, hetore the French interventioa 
commenced, amounted to but a little over eighty miUioiu of dolltT$, that debt, if Maslmlliaa 
is allowed to succeed, will Ih^ increat'od, even If DO farther additioa is made to it, to over 
two huhd/ed and KVtnty nnUiont of doUart. 

f^th. That the annoal expenses of If ezloo nnder the repnblie were less than AmIm mStimt 
cf doUan, wliile under Maximilian they have alreaify r> i h< I the s-titn of f'rt,/ t,tu^ inUi4ai»» 
Of this sum over tm mdUam per annum iii due for inicrubt irom Alaxuuiilan to France. 



Compttralive ilutement of Uie legitimate /ore^n del4 <j/" Muico^ a» rtcognizti btj the constitutional got>~ 
cnmicNf o/ the reptUMe, wHh the annual erpewUlttm, «# eeteAHehai by act of Congrtu, Augutt 16, 
ISGI. and the dtU which the Frrii h mt<:'- v.ii-iu .«rrb fo isyioM ifpOR <Ae eoufilry, with thi emiimi 
ei^auiUurtt under the ao-called empire t^f JlazimUutn. 

FoaEioN D>urr as ucoaxttw Bt itts coasmonoxAt ooTiainfiaT nr 1863. 

To English subjects : 
JfimJed d^.—DMhli contracted in London £10,211,650, (interefit at S per 



cent, at $5 per £) $51. 209, 250 

En.!;lir<h onvention del t. (intercht at 6 jkm cent ) 4, 175,009 

Pendmg daime. — Back interest unpaid and other acknowledged claims.. •••• IS, 231, 793 
Varlons reclamations.... 696.614 



Total debt duo to Englbh subjects June 30, 1S62 .... 69,311, 657 



To Spanish subjects : 

/i«rf«rfdi(8<.— Admitted amventlon debt $4,205,481 

Additional amount in dtbpuiu............ ..... $,4S7,94S 

(InteteHt at S por Cent ) ........... $$, (33, 413 

reading daim —Ku k intere-^t tmpaid and other acknowledged daims...... . 1,549,563 

VariouB reelamationa....,, ••«..• •••• . 1, 27**, 000 



Total debt due to Spanish lublccts Jnne SO, 186S............ 9, 460, 98$ 
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» 

To FreDcb f objeete : 

FmM <^.— Balance of convention debt $190, 000 

iWiiy cfaiM4.*To Juan B. Jvcker for capital expended in bit ■cnndaloits 

claim, nnd intercgt 1,984, 000 

Other claims 686,917 

Total debt due to Frencb subjects 2 . h n . o 1 7 

mBOApmriATMm. 

Debt due to English subjects $69,311,657 

Debt due to Spaaish subjects.... « 9,460,986 

Debt doe to French sobjects. .2,^59,917 

Ibtal foreign debt ss leocgniied in 1862. •••••• 81, 6S9,A60 



AmoAii mnucn. 

Oa debt contracted !d London. ...... $51,208,250 at 3 percent $1,536,247 

On EiigliKh couveution debt 4, 176, 000 at 6 per cent. 25U, 500 

On other English claims, if cnpitullsed. ........ 13, 928, 407 at 3 per cent. 617, 869 

On Spiini>li convention debt 6. 63.1, 423 at 3 per cent. 199,002 

Ou ulLer Spanish claims, if capitalised......... 2, 827, 663 at 3 per cent. 84,826 

On Frencb elolnis, if oapltaliaed 2, 859, 917 at 8 per cent. 171, 695 



Total debt. 8 1 , 632, 660 2, 760, 022 



Totsi Interest to Etogllflli creditors • $8,804, 699 

Total interest to Spr\nish rreditors 283,828 

Total interest to French creditors •••• •••••• 171,695 

Total annual Interest 2, 760. 022 



AmOAL BXPSmiTOSB or IBB OOVCEXMF.NT OF mr. REPUBLIOt AS nVABLnnnD VT COHGBSSS 

AUGtdT 16, ih61. 

Interest on the foreign debt...... ...... •••• $2, 780, 022 

For foreign ndntioos. ..,,..,..,».,,,.....,,„,,......,..... $210,;SI0 

Forborne departnient«....... 1,798,059 

For finance 1, 673. 624 

For war 4,746,396 

8,327,418 

Total annual expenditures of the national government..... 11, <)y7, 440 



The interior debt of i^Iesico has been ncarlj exUn^^hed by sslesof pbnith proport7 
made nnder the constitutional govemment. 



OBDsm MAZumxiji.— miir whxob xhb nnoB onsKTBimoir suks 10 difosi vkui muoo. 



Indebtedness acknow lctlu'cd to France by Maximilian, ns part of the expenses 
of the intervention, to July 1, 1864, 270,000,000 of f nines, or $50, 000,000, 
of which $10,000. noo were out of the liiht loan, and the balance 

funded at 3 percent .viz $40,000,000 

' First loan put out for acooout of Uaximilian, 216,000,000 of francs, at 6 

per cent, interest.. 40,000,000 

To pay Fmnce the above $10,000,000, or 64,000,000 of francs, and 
18,000,000 of francs more on acooant <^ redamatloos to French sub- 
jects, further liontN, im additional loan, were put In droulation to the 
amottnt of 110,000,000 of francs, at 6 per cent.... 20,370,370 

Second loan put out for acconnt of Maximilian in Fisris, being tiM lotftry 
loiin of tv.o. iri> Kof In •ndH at 6 per Cent, interest, amounting to 600,000,000 
of froncii, ncgi^tiated at 340.. a..^.. .... ...... .... .....^ 92, 592, 592 



Total debt recognised by Maximilian In favor of Ftaiies*..**. 192, 982, 982 



Digitized by Google 



704 



DIPLOMATIC CORKESFONDENCE 



Brought fjrwaid •m.SSS.NI 

The debt in fuvor of Fnince as recoj^Miiyxd by the ooQhtitutiuual goTcrn- 

m«nt 18 .' 2,859,917 

Amonnt that Maximilian detixes to aogDent th« debt to Fnnoe. .... 190, lOS, 046 

The debt to English subjects remaius the same under Maxlmiliao as before, the back 
intemt only having bem capltaUaed. 
Tlie debt to Spaaiih soldects lemafau nearly as before, th« inteiert nopald. 

AKxuAi. ivmnr wraa maxdouav. 

Oq the debtfo the French povcrutnentfor accountof iutervention, $40,000,000 

at 3 p» r cent $1,200,000 

On tJio first lojin, $40,000,000 at C, per cmt 2,i00,0M 

On aUditiuuul HUiuuat isi^uc J to jniy French govc-rutueat and claims. $20,370,370 

at 6 per cent • 1«Stt,tn 

On seoond loan pnt out in Paris, or lottery loan, $92,692, 592 at 6 per cent. . , r . 5 i . .* ' 5 

Total annual Intemt on ttendk claims nnderHaadmlllan........... 10,377,777 

Aiteroet on debt due to English subjects, same as voder tlw consUtntlonal 

government.... ^ 2,304,599 

Interest on debt due to Spanish subjects, same as under the const! totional 

government.............. . 283,8tt 

Total annual interest on the foreign debt under UazUnllian .... .... . 12, 9€€, 204 

▲inroaA nnBiDiTOBts or mt so^tUDyxFiu ot maxiiouav. 

Interest on his foreign debt, (of which $10,877,777 is to France) $18, 986,104 

Annual cost of his lottery schi inc in Pari^ I, 391, 237 

FerBOnol expeoses and civil list of Maximilian, $10,500 pur day. paid iUnly.. 3, 832,&dO 
25,000.000 francs per annum on account expenses Prench contin^'ent, ac- 
cording to treaty of iliramar 4,629,621 

400,000 fraDos per voyage subvention to the 1< reach lio<$ of transport steam* 

era from 8t. Nasaire 888,886 

IflnlstSfa, l^atioDS, conBulal^'S, agents, ernploje^, pi^nsions, gift«. travellin? 
expenw«, military and civil ex(>eDse8, and charges of his foreign armed 

force 26, 220, 868 

Total annual expenditures under Usximilian.. 4!). \ri'}. ;;i6 



C<l.MrAltIH4tN8. 



Foreign <]t;bt as attempted to be recognized by Maximilian. .... .......... $271, 733. 605 

Foreign debt as recognfsiid by the constitutional government. 81, 632, 560 



Attempted incresse by Maximilian 190. 103.045 



Annual inter* st required to be paid by Maximilian $12, 966, 2^)4 

Annual interest under the government of the republic. .... .......... 2, 760, 022 

Attempted increase by Maximilian.............................. 10,206, \%l 

Annual expenditures nnder Maximilian.... $49, 929, 926 

Annual expenditures ss fixed by the national congress nnder the republic. 1 1, 087, 440 

Annual increase under Maximilian 38,841,886 



Annnal - l' iry of Maximilian, so-called emperor of Mexico.... $1,500,000 
Annual saUry of the President of the republic 3n ni)0 



WASBUMmnr, /Umory 27, 186$. 
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Mr, Seward to Mr. Romero, 

Department ok State, 

Watkimgton, March 14, 1866. 

SfR ; I bave the honor to aeVnofrledge the receipt of joor Bcveral commnni- 

cations, dated, rcBpectivily. July 12, 1864; Mny 10, June 12, 25, and 28; 
Auf^^iist 12, Octoh«:r 10, Novenil)*'!- 20, and December 7, l .'j, and 2 4, 1SG5; also 
of thos^e of Febni.ny 1 i, 21, 22, 2G, and 27, and March 9. ISGG. with their accom- 
panying docuineni::^, all of them relathig to the jiolitical condition ol the Mexican 
republic, and which have contributed largely to my knowledge of the events 
transpiring in that country. 

Th tnkitiir yon for tlu^ information thus imparted, I beg to assure you of my 
high appreciation of th<' zc.il and ability witli which, from time to time, you 
liuve imprcesed this guvernment aa to the actual couditioa of atfaira iu the 
Mexican lepublie. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to jon, sir, tbe assurances of mj 
highest consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Seuor Matias Romero, Sfc.t Washington^ D. C, 



Mr, Romero to Mr, Seward, 
[TmiMlatkm.1 

MbXICAN LsOATIOiV TO THB UnITBD StATES OF AmerIt A, 

Wasllngfoft, Man/i 12, 18G6. 

^Ir. Secretary : T have tho honor to send you the annexed copy of a con- 
vention signed in the city of Mexico, on the 29th of September iai*t, by the so- 
called assistant scerctiry of the treasury of the nsurper Maximilian and M. A. 
Dano, minister >f T r ance, for tbe purpose of fixing tbe condition of the French 

officials sent to Mexico. 

Two important facts arc phown by thid document : 

l8t. That the so-called government of Maximilian is not at all a national one, 
but essentially French, inasmuch as it is not only sustained by French bayonets 
and money, but even the minor officials are French ; and they are so numerous 
that it has been thought necessaxy to secure their interests by means of a diplo- 

matic convention. 

2d. That the arrangemcnta made by the French government with its agent 
iu Mexico, embracing several years to come, show it is not disposed to withdraw 
its forces nor its influence from that republic, as it seems to wish the United 
States to believe. 

I avail myself of tli«» o])pnrtuuity to renew to you, Mr. Secretary, the as- 
surances of my modt di:ituiguidhed consideration. 

^r. ROMERO. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, ^, 



CONVENTI0>T. 

The Mexican and French governmenls, dci>Uiog to fix tbe position of the French offioitils 
placed at the dispoeal of his mtijetty the emperor Mnxlmilian. tbe following diplomatic 
convention iM t-n airreed iijx-n lii t'Ti cii T'on rrancieco <le P Ce-nr, under S(<crelary of 
tbe treasury and public credit, and excellency Don Alfonso Dano, envoy extraordinaiy 
and mlnistfr plenipotentiary of France to Mvxioo, commander of the Imperial order of the 
Legion of Honor, ic. &c , both duly authorized I'V th -ir respective governments : 

AuTiOLi I. Tbo8;j agents of the adnUniatratioos of t ho Freucb empire who are or may be 
placed nt the dttpoeal of the g<)venunent of hU majesty the emperor HazlmUlin shall be 
a>.vi^iad to tfie ofHa s and gmdcs in which the minister under whoae directkm th^ may 
serve m ky4l<uik them most useful* 
45 D c * * 
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AbtiCUS. Tie governmout df his niajfhty reiemt the rij^liti^f dcterniining the number 
nnd tliL' qualificatioos uf Uut i!'r«aich odicials he may need in the diff«cea( public dejpMt- 

meutii. 

AbticlbS. llie ndd-agentf shall have the Tisbi to a salary equivalent to that wbkh 
they IK five in Frai-ce, nti'l to a daily compensiitioD nt the follow! ml: rales : Thice doUani 
per day to those who receive fixed 8alarie» of fifteen huudrcd fiuuca a }oar ; four dollaiii to 
those who gel from ifxteen hundred to tweoty-four hundred francs ; five dollara to those 
uLo huvf frotn twenty-five hundred to five thontia' d francs ; fix dollais to thofi: who get 
from five thoufiaDd one hundred to eight thousaiid ftaitcs, und 80 on, iucreauog one doltsr 
a day for every two thoiisam] ftaaes of fixed aalsiy ; but the French agents employed ift 
Mexico previou8 to the fiist of Jainmry, 1866, shall continue to receive the ealaries and 
ptfiquiaites they hud before tliat date. 

Aanoui i. The offlvlal Uexlcan salary ts ooasidered as composed of the European salary 
and the compensation mentioned in article 3. llio p ig ment of tht oulinaiy t-alary projwr 
iH cham d upon the Mexican tnosury, as well as the ooutiugeut expebfcea mentioned in 
articles 8, 10, and It. 

Ariicle 5 Whatever position the French ngents may have in Mexico, they shall con- 
tinue to ittiloug to their lonuer adminiatrations. Tb«y ainUl be entitled to gradual pco- 
motion, according to the rules of the service to which they belong. In csie aa agent if 
promoted in France, he shall immediately enjoy the emoluments correspooding to his new 
rank in Mexiro. acojrding to tirtitle 3 of the pre«tut convention. 

AfiTickB 6 The commiisxion or p^ttent glutted to a French agent by the Mexican goV' 
ernmeot shall i;ive him no right of met it in France. 

AnricLR I. 1 o entitle him to u ; en^ioti his term of service in Mexico shall be inoesasd 
fifty per cent, iil ove its actual duiiition. 

Article 8. French agents ^icnt to Mexico shall only n^^eive their European salary from 
the titri*' they li nve off duty in Fnmce till they land in Mexico ; l>ut they shall receive f'-r 
travelliiig expih>eHahum equal to half of their year'a pay in Kurope ; and in no ca.-^ 
shall it be Job than one thousand francs. Ihe half of thhs turn shall be paid Lim befoie 
he enil'urkn. and tlie other half after his ai rival in Mexico. The government shall al-o 
pay Lib travelling expenses from the landing place to his place uf residence in Mexitt). 
The Uexicnn government rerarves the mode of reoompensii^ the eerrioes of the nreodi 
igents, by incren.sinj; their salaries, or by honfuific distinctions. fi« it finds most convenient 

Abticls 9. Ihe ^alurioi of the French agent«, according to their grade in Kurope, shall 
be subject to the discounts ordered by the law of the 9th of June, 1853, on civil pcnistoBS 
in Frui.cc The Mexlcim trea.'-nry t^hall have th.iig'- of the sunif^ discounted iu the offio* 
at tbti lime the salaries are to be |iaid, and lihall deliver the amount to the Freucb tre&iurer 
at the end of each month, together with a minute account, certl6ed the chief a^'eot 
appointed for that pnrm -t , by the minister of the Mexican tre i^nry. 

Abtxcuc 10. Alter three yearii' residence in Mexico the French agent shall have a right 
to six months* leave of absence and a frve pastiage to and from France. Duilng ibe 
time i f the leave of absence and the voyage he shall only receive ihe eslaiy of his oflies 
in Europe 

Abtic&b II. The agent who wishes to return to France before the completion of his tens 
of five )eani shall contribute to the expenses of his return in proportion to the remuinioi; 
term ot service, except in ceee of delicate health or foi o;her ressons independent of the 
agent's will. 

. AhiicLB 12 Tlie Mexican government shrill place at the diRp<-)Sid of the Fivnch povero- 
meiit th( so .igeiits it deems unlit for the 8< r\iee in Mcxieo, iti which case they hIiuII have 
their travelling expen8<.'S back to France paid by Mexico, t:'gether with their European 
salary, from the day of thdr embaroitinn to their arrival in France. And they thaU slis 
have a li;4ht to compensution eqtiiv.ilent to thre*' months of tlieir pay in BttTOpe. 

Done in duplicate, in Mexico, on the 29th of ^>cptember, I8t»5. 

F. DB P. CESAB. 
ALFONIX) DANa 
[A wax seal with the motto, *• French legation in Mexico "] • 
[Another seal with the ltg«nd, Department of the treaenry and pubJio credit ] 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero. 

Dkfartmk.nt of State, 

Wtuhingion, March 17, 1S66. 
Sib : I hare tlie honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note oftthe 12lh 
uitaat, traiumitting a ci»p7 of a convention concluded at the city of Mexico 
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on the 29tb of September, 1865, between ttie mioifter of France and tbe 

a.'sistint socn'tmy of the treaijury of the so-called emperor of Mexico, for the 

Curpo8o of fixing tbe poaitioa and pay of such French agents as may hereafter 
e employed in 3Icxico. 

In reply, I bave to inform 70a that tbe anbjcct will reeeWe the attention of 
tbis department, and, while thanking yon for yoor conrtesy, I avail myself of 
t!ie occasion to renew the assurance of my bigb considerat ion. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

SeSor Matias Bomebo, ^c, Washing/on, D. C. 



Air. Romero to Mr. Seward. 
Lbgation of Mbxico i» thb Unjtki) States m- Amrrica, 

i\' (r Yor/:, Sorcmhcr 11, 1865. 

Mr. Skchktarv: T bavo tbe honor of traiifiTiiifliiig a copy of a note from 
the consul of the Me.xican republic in San Francisco, dated on the 17th of 
October last, which I received to-day, with tbe annexed documents. 

It appears from these that Gcii! ral McDowell, commanding the military de- 
partment of California, issued a (Jcneral Order, No. 17, on ibc llib of last 
October, containing a declaration in rej^aid to tbe exportation of arrns^ tbat 
will certainly cause a viulation of the neutrality the Luited States wishes to 
observe in the present war on Mexican territory. The order is contrary to tiie 
laws of tbis country, which allow ibc export of arms and munitions of war for 
belligerent nations, when tbe United State;? are neutral; and you F(nt me 
these laws in your communication of the Mtb of November, in reply 

to mine of the same month, informing your department that several French 
officers had visited New York and New Orleans for the purpose of pnrcbasiug 
articles contraband of war for the French array invading Mexico. And, more- 
over, I have no doubt tbat these laws or deelarations are the only ones now in 
force, as applicable to tlx' exportation of arni:* from tln>* country to ^fexico, 
since tbe revocation of tlie order piobibilin;^ tbe exportation of arm.H from the 
United Suites; for Mr. Hunter, in charge of the Department of State, told me 
so in the President's name, in bis note of the 12tb of May last 

Now, tbe instructions given l^y tbe Secretary of tbe Treasury* Mr. Hamilton, 
tbe 4;b of August. 1703, of wbicb yon sent me a copy with your note before 
mentiomd, aulborize the cxportdtum of tbose article?, and I undei ;?tanil rrjiort- 
ation to uu an sendiug out of the country, whether by laud or sea. So, it any 
distinction is made in tbe interpretation of tbis law to the injury of Mexico, 1 
sinenely hope the government of the United States will remove it, so as to 
preserve ilu; hona JifJe neutrality it intends to maintain in this war» of which 
the Mexican republic i.s now the st;i'_'-e. 

As General McDowell did not deem it. propc^r to revoke bis order on tbe 
representations of the Mexican consul in San Francisco, I am compelled to ap- 
pMi to your excellency, and ask yon to forward to tbat general the necessary 
instructions for the preservation of the neutrality proclaimed by his government 
in the department c<)nsigned to ]ii;i command. 

Tbii* appeal to you is the more urgent, as the papers of to-day publish a 
telegram, apparently from good authority, asserting tbat tbe United States 
government will extend tbe effect of General McDowell's order, intended only 
lOr his department, along the entire frontier. 

I cannot for a moment believe tbat tlii.^ is true; and I hope you will enable 
me tu give my goycniment the necessary cxplauationa to q^uiet apprehensions 
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in this particalar, and not shake tbe confidence it bu in the bonest intentions 

of tlie UiiitPil States as a neutral. 

I enibr.icc tliis occasion of rcnewiug to you, Mr. Secretarj, the aagurances of 
my distinguished consideraliou. 

H. BOMEBO. 

Hon* William H. Bbwabd, 



[Enclotura No. 1.] 

CoBSOLATZ or Mexico i?« S^x Fbascijico, 

Sm fronciKO, Odober 17, 18G5. 

Sir : After calling twice at Oeneral McDowelVa office, I had the good forlnne to meet 

hitn yesterday. 

I tuld htm his onier of the 11th inBtaot, pubIi>ihKl with evideaces of displeasure in tbe 
city papci«, had aMracted my attention ; that the order Higttirbed (Tiolated/ tbe strict Ben* 
trulity proclaimed by the Frmdent of the United StattK between belllgereot pttrtlct In 
Mexico, as it favortvi the Fri-m li, now holdiiiLC tin; I*<4cirtc fwrta. 

General McDowell said, as he always hm done, that he felt the profoundest sympathf 
for Uezioo ; that he wanted the republic to triumph in this sitnie^'le ; but tbe neatraUtf 
Jiiwa compelled him to act in thf manner he did. Hf «Mid I miiclit com {lain to his stipe- 
lior. I then told him I thought it be(>i to apply to him nrst, Wfore writing a note aboat 
the affair, and learn the reapons he had for isciiintr the order in qvceUon ; and allorwarda 
I would appeal to Grtieral llallitk, }iis Mipeiior. as he.idvispil me. 

In aoourdance with this understanding with Geueral McDowell, who, duiing our inter- 
view, wae most polite and oonrteont, I addressed him yesterday the note of which I food 
you a copy, and also A translation of the onler referred to ; and I now await hie reply to 
iorward it to yoa. 

I protest my esteem and dlstiognished oonddexiktlon. 

JOSfi A. GODOT, CbnmL 

Citizen Matias Bomnto, 

Em/aif EOnardimuy mi JfmkNr 



[Enclosure No. 2.] 

COXSULATB OP Mrxtro i!f Sax FRAXCi^rn, 

San Francuco, October 1865. 
The nnderfiipTied, constil of the Mexican republic in this port, haa the honor of ca: u, 
be attention of General Irvin McLU>well, cuniniunder-in-chief of the department of Call- 
fiirnia, lo h'va oider of the 11th instant, published in the papers of this city. By that crier 
the sending of arm« nnd munitions of war info Me.xico aciofss the United States border is 
prohibited, in rcgurd to the neutrality towards the beliigerents In Mexico. 

As t!ie pxportiifion of Brms U now allow. d by the goveniment in Washington, that 
order seems to tbe undersigned to favor one of the parties — namvly, tbe Fieucb ; for, as 
tbe porta on the Pacitic are held by the invader of Mexico, the oonetitutional goveromeot, 
the only one recnprnizf-d by tbe United States, has no other way than tlie frciili-. r. which i< 
now closed. Thus, general, the stiict neutrality, bo often announced by the govemmcQl 
at Wasliington, ceases; and the consequence Ik. the neorpiog party, which the brave 
people of this great republic are endeavoring' to drive out, is favor«Hi. 

The consul uuden>lgned hopes General McDowell wilt please revoke bis order of the Uth 
Instant, fn conformity with tbe declaration of the PresidfOt of the United States, permitting 
tbe export of nrm^: and munitions of WOT. This is what the undersigoed told Qeneval 
McDowell iu tbe iuterview to^y. 

The nndenlgned assures General McDowell of bis esteem and dbtfngiiislied consMera- 
tlon« 

JOSE A. GODOT. 

General IsTni McDownxi 

C^SMMMAr-iiMiyf rq^ Of Ptpartnmt ^ CbUfornia, 

Bam Faanoisoo, Oetober 16, 1865. 

A true copy t 

JOS£ A. GODOT. 
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[Enclosure No. 3.] 

Cauiorkia RnrrBALiTT a Muioah ArrAiaa. — A bpicuux or Butish msutrautt oh tbb 
PAOtno.— Tbb Ukrd dfAtm AVTHORiTin oomiTiiio at ram wmMuamQ ov aub to Mazi- 

mUAX.— TbR BBTOB XO allow ASIY «0 PAflt THS nORUB TO m LIWKAL PAim, Aa 

[Oar fiaa Fkmndioo oomtpondMiOA.] 

Sait FBAMUMn, OcMer 18, 1865. 

I have already informed yon of some of the ineasurcg taken by thi! libemlibis of Mexico 
tosnpply tlieiuselvts with arras from San FruTicisco, It wnnltl ^,;-m that the pnx;Iamatioti 
of the withdrawal of the prohibition of the Hliipnient of arms to other countries by the 
Unlte<l htiites guveroment was to be twisted, after all, 80 as to DiMO rflttlly nothing, the 
benefitH being all Lr-iven to thi> Frrnch, who are allowed to carry away what they pleiife. 
while the Mexicaue are, as uiiual, to havo no chance to help theoo^elTcs I ho western 
ooAst being fa tho hands of (he Freooh, of ooone no more «rme onn be iotroduoed hf the 
MfxicnnR by water, and tho ovorland route was the only one left them. The pmeenoe of 
Juares ut El Faso was £avorablo to tl eir plan of introducing arms through Arizona, but it 
would teem that the ocmiaumder of the depeHment of CalifomU, to which the district of 
Arizona is iittjicht'd. has arrived at the ooncluMon that it is his duty tointiTfcre and negii- 
tive the orders of the War Department, a course of action highly beneticial to the Frenth 
and rainoos to the Mesloaiuk Els order, which I have been permttled to cogf from the 
official document^ is as follows : 

[Gensia] Oideis Mo. 17.] 

HSADQUARTKBS DSPABTMBMr Of CaLTTORNIA, 

San Franmco, Qdt/omia, Ocl^ybrr 11, 1865. 

It is made the duty of the officers oommaoding the districts of Arizona and southern 
Ciallfomia— >while keeping in view the recent orders allowing the ezportaeion of arms and 

luuuition.>< of w.ir — to irjHtruct the comiuutidcrs on the fouiIu tii frontiors. within the 
departuieut, to take the necessary measures to prrserve the neutrality of the United States 
with rcfifiect to the parties engaged in the esistitig' war tn Mexico, and to snflSsr no armed 
parties to ().u»8 the frontier from the United States, or tuffer any arms or munitioru of war to ' t: 
unl over Uu JronUtr to evher beliigermu. This i» uot to prevent individuals from pasaiog with 
arms for their personal protection. 
Bj cmnmsnd of ICaioc Qe&eral IfoDowell. 

R. C. DRUM, 
Assittanl AdJutatU Gtneral. 

The words of the order are copied verbatim, the italics only being mine. 

It will he seen at once that this order strikes directly at Juares and 0tm<m« eU$. Maxi- 
milian can, of CdUise. grt all the Kuppli. r ho wants by soa, and we have already bad two 
of his ally's war steamers (the French frigate Victoire und armed steam transport Rhine) 
fitted up and famished throughout with everything required for ImmedJate servioe at the 
United States nary yard at Mare Island. 



Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward. 
{Translation.] 

Mbzican Lboation in thb Umtkd States op America, 

New York, Norcmhrr 18, 1SG.5. 

Mr. SF.rRKTARV : Referriug to tlic; note which T hiul the honor to address you 
ou the 14tU instant, in relatiou to Geueml McDowell's order of the 11th of Oc- 
tober last, prohibiting the exportation of Mrms over tho California frontier, con- 
trary to the laws of this conntryr I now find occasion to remit to yonr department 
the copy of a note I have just received from the IMcxican consul in Saii Fran 
Cisco, with nix accompanyin<^ dociimciit.'?, that your (l('j»ai trnt'iit may take them 
into consideration while arriving at a detenniiiatioii upon the subject, agreeably 
to the request contained in mj note of the 14tb instant. 

I avail myself* with pleasure* of this occa.slon to tender to you, Mr. Secre- 
tary, the assuraneea of my most distingalahed consideration. 

M. ROMERO. 

Hon. William U. Skwabd, lfc.t Washington^ D. C. 
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[Endomtte No. 1] 

MiUUCAM COKSl^XATE IX SaX FbAXC1M30, 

San Iruuitet, Odabm- 20, 1865. 

8fB : I have the hnnor of ■ending jtm copies of the notra. from 1 to 6, written to im 

l>y Genenil McDowe'l, commrtudt-r of the depj»rtiiient of rnllfurnia \n answrr tn one fr. ra 
lue, of whicli I bent you Dolke, and luy la^t, infuiiuiug bim that I bad uotilied my guv- 
erament and your Irgratinn. 

From tlic (11 1 T.nnMt- T ciiclo^e you -will pcrot ive that tlie or^ r of the Prfsi.lfnt of tin 
United titHtes prohibiting the exportation of armif and ronnitiouB of war has been dkxe- 
garded by the subordinate anthoritfrs. to the incalenlablc injury of oar oanee. 

Is it Klidwii.-,' iniparliiility to VitlliL'erents when one ie jH?rmitttd to Import all n<^ce8P»- 
rie«, by laud or sea, and the other denied importations, even by land, the only way they 
can get themf The French, baring po^sesdon of all the Mesicaa ports, caajntrodnoe 
arms, or wlmtc vt-r tticy please ; mc are denied the prlTll^ of carrying arms across the troa- 
licr, to repel the invadf^rs of our conntry. 

Ab you are acci edited to the goreruu«ent of the United States, yon will act as yon m*j 
deem it proper in this matter and to the greatest advantage to the holy causa whidi ws 

defend 

Eeteive, sir, the at»uraucea of niy high consideration. 

SOSt A. GODOr. 

CiUsan Matias Bomkro, 

Envoy EUravrdwary and Miuisler rienipo>tutiary 

Iff J ttxK o la WtiiMsipfMi, 



[Bnclosure Ko. 2.] 
Oonmd (retfey to Omuni MeDntttt. 

MSXIOAX CONSULATS AT 6aM FbAXCISOO, 

8am AmwtMe, OebOtr 19, 

The ondefdgned, consul of the republic of Mexico at this poit, has the honor to call ths 

attention of Gerieial Irvin MrDowell, military coniniundcr of the dLpartiiirnt of CnliforJiia. 
to tbe effect of the General Onier iHftued by biui on titc llth instant, wUicii ha^ been pub- 
lished In the dty papers. Tbe object of the order reftfrred to is to prevent arms and nn> 

nitions of war being sent through tlx- T'nitcd Stnfi s frontier, in fulfilmt. nt. ns it is expreaSHl, 
of tbe dutiett of a neutral power towards tbe two parties that aie uow waging tbe war is 
Mexico. 

As the poveinnient of Wash iri): ton has prrUiitttd hy ufTuial dccue the expi rfatfon of 
arms, the uudurt^igned b«g» to say that the order r^funed to, if carrie*! out by Ueaeral 
Dowell, mnst evidently work in favor of one of thetwobeIHgerents — that is to say, infkvor 

of the French ; for ud the Mexican ports on the Paeitic c(»aKt have Ixn^n taken possoj!»iou of 
by tbe latter, it closes the only cliaonel through which the consUtutioaul goverumeot vf 
Mexico, the only one recognised by the United Stat ex, can now get arms. 

Thus, general, the istiici neutrality proclaimed by the government of Wushington oodif* 
ferent occasions ceiisee. and the UKurpiug party, which tbe noble people of this great lepab* 

lie have no pyrapathy for, is directly favored. 

The nnd'r^ipned wonl.l sTiugest that Geoeral McDowell might withdraw his oiderof tic 
llth instant, if he tl;iT!k6 lie couM b- juslillf! in >o doin^r, coiifonniii^ t<> the derr, o of th« 
l^ieMdcnt of the I'uited StHt<8, whieh peiuiiLs tlie eApuitulion of mn^s uud Uiuuitions of 
war. 

At tbe irit. r\ itw he had with Get)' r il Mi ' >'\ve!l the uudeisignedexpressed the hope that 
his obfervatiuus would be duly talicn into tunuideralion 

The ttndet»igned protests to Qeneiat McDowell the assorancei of his most dititinguldiei 
oonsideratioB. 

jQti: A. Goix>y. 

General MoDowwl, 

CbMsaeKfar DeparimmL ^ Oa^fmuAf 8m Eranekco. 

8ax FBAiranoo, Odober 20, 1865. 

A true copy : 

JOSfi A. GODOT. 
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[Endomn No* 9.1 

Hbadquabtbbs Pkpartiikxt of Califorkia, 

Am FrmatM, Cbli/vmia, (kUbtr 18, 186ft. 

SrR : I Imvf! the honor to nclinowh dpe the r<ci'ii»t of yf>iir nok' of yt>(ei(lay, ciUing my 
atteiitioa to the effect of luy General Order of the Uth itistant with respect to tUe Deu- 
trallty to be observed towAtde the two pvtles at war with each other in the repobllo of 
.Mcxi' <>. and prohibitiDg the paeaage ci ansa aodDQiiltfoiiiof waracvoM the fnmtlerof the 
belligerents 

ToH conceive thts order to he at variinee with the orders from Wnfthingrton, allowtnfr the 

expttft of arms ntul munitionB of war, and the effect of it to In- advantjtjreoiis to the French 
ftir the reftfiori tlmt they have j)oi<fie^pion of all the ports, and the Mexiauin have no other 
channel by which to obtnin arms than over the frontier, which chunnel thin order now 
cloves to ^heui 

It h un lt>uli(ei1Iy true that the poyse^ston of th«» pcip^rtf! pivi s the French grreat advan- 
tage iii ttie war ; but i\iU is a miffnrtuue for Mexico tor which the Unitt-d States are not 
reaponfiSble, and it o rtainly rouUl not justify them In aanotioDiog the wt-f t>f their tenitory 
and frontier for the h< tM tit of the Mexicaa government In aconteat io wbich they have den- 

Clarc i theincK-IveH neutral. 

As It may he inferred from the tenor of yonr letter that you giippofc that, nnder the 
or ler perniittiii;? armt* to hr! exported from the United St ites. thi y ould he serit to the 
French at any of the Mexican poita now in their post^ossion, thus placing them on a more 
favored footine than the Mexicans, I beg toencloae yon copies of my correfpondence with the 
colK'ctor. l»y which yf>M will Kt-e that it i-* nut (»iily hy Jand tfiat arms and niunitinii'^ of n-ir 
are not allowed to go to the 6«rat of war, but by water hs well ; and that, so fur as thu 
United Rt4tes authorities are concerned, the Frendi In the seaports will be treated the same 
as tlie Mf'xi' ans oil the frontier. 

I regret dt:uply. Hcfi^r consul, that any oiBdal act of mine should he thought by yon or 
any one to work harm to your conntry, for which I have ao warm a Kympathy, and It ia 
widi t < il p;(in tli.'it ] have to say tli.it I do not feel that I would be Jui^fied in withdraw* 
iiiit thu order of which you complain. 

I have the honor to be, ». tl «r consul, with great respect, your most oliedlent servant, 

iRviN McDowell, 

Mycr Gtatr^, Qmmantling Dtpartmeat. 

ScBor J. A. Godot. 

8a« FiASCtsco, re'4^0,1865. 

A true copy : 

JOSfi A.GDDii. 



[Enclosure No. 4.] 

HtaOQtrABnaS DlPABTMrvr or Caufornia, 

^fln ffaneL*cc, 0.< ,f>rr 17, ISCj. 

Sir : I he.; to nuk if you would c^nsiiler it your duty, nnder existing instructions, to 
IMjrmit arms and munitions of war to leave this port for a port of the republic of Mexico, 
such iM>rt beioflT In the possession of the French forces, and you knowing that the arms and 
munitions «)f war wr-r(> for the use of th'>se forces in the existing WAT with liexloOi the Uui- 

ted States heitip at p -ace witli \t ith iH'lligerent^. 

Wouhi you pJfiuw let me know what has been yonr official action with respect tO tbOMIl* 
tralily of tiie l.'nited fitiites in the existini; war of thf Krciu h ni,Miii't Mtxico. 
1 have the honor to be, very retiiiccifuily, jour uioht dlniitnt 8« rvunt. 

lUVIN McKuWKLL, 
M«j9t Omerul, Oummandmg J)q>artmeHf, 

CnARLU J AUKS, Eiq , 

(Mhtfar ^fAs PdH ^ Sn .FVommss, CWsrmck 

Ban FiASCtsco, OdnAer 20, 

A true copy : 

J(J.S£ A. GODUV. 
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[Euclofcurc No. 5.] 

CutroM-norsK, San FBAxri«v>, 

(MUdor't OJUe, October 17, 1865. 

OsRniAi : In tbe case put in your note of tbia date. In respect to the shipment of wt 
and uiuiiitions of war to Mezko, I flhoald refuse deanuwe, andsnbmit tbe case to thafioo- 
retary of the Treasuiy. 

I encloiie coplea of two onfota, dated re(q|>eet{trely (he 15lh and S€th ultimo, >phlA 
indicate the policy which I have deemed it my duty to pursue in icq>ect to the subject of 
your inquiries. 

With great ret-pcct, your most obedient serraot, 

CHASLEB JAMES^ CblMr. 

IftViN McDowell. 

Major (jOHTotf Oonmanding De^arlmeiU. 

WAranoTOK, Xovmier 19, 1865. 

A true copy : 

IGIsO. MARISCAL, Secreiary. 
Sax F&AHCiSOo, Odobtr 20, 1865. 

A true oony : 

JOS£ A. GODOT. 



[Endoaure No. 6.] 

Cmnm-HOirsa, Sar TuAKonro, 

OaUKtart #ce, S^HmUr 15, 1865. 

?^IR : I h.ive iiiformntion flint n vct-sfl will loavo tliis port to-nij^lit with ami;; nnd nnuii- 
tioiis of Whr, iu violation of the act of Corigret^g of April 20, 1818. The vessel is described 
as a small conMer — ^oame not veported. Tou will take an advantageous position, and 
htiu'rs' tu niui s. ruch ri y su>i>ected Ttciel, aud If yoo find any armaand munitionaof war 
on board detain her aud report. 
Bespectfutly, 

CHABtES JAMES, OOMor. 

lieutenant H. H. Am>u&ws, 

Ommmimg Bmnm CvMat ShArkh 

6ak Faascoiwo, (kkUr 20, 1865. 

A true copy ; 

JOS)£ A. UODOY. 



[Enclosure No. 7.] 

CusroM-HOtniE, San Fba.sci!*co, 

ColUdor't OJk$, Stptanbtr 26. 1865. 

Sib : You will be vigilunt, and see that no warlike oxp'diiion or vesselsladen with arms 
and muoitiouA of war leave this puit in violation of the uc-utiulity law. 
Respectfully, 

CHARLES JAM£S, CoUtder. 

Lieut<.-uaiit G. W. Mortas, 

Otamtamimg JZcsonis Clstfsr J. Lam, 

Bam FBAKOiaoo, Oetoter SO, 1855. 

A true copy : 

J. A. GOIX)Y. 



[EndobUJe No 8 —Translation ] 

MfiXlCAJK CO.NfiULATS IN SaN FBA^CIS0O, 

/tai finmeiM, Odobir 19, 1855. 

The undersigned, consul of the Mexican republic in this port, has tlie honor of acknowl> 
edging the receipt of Qeueral Irviu McDowell's note of yesterday, with the accompanying 

documents. 

Fie tliiiik^ proper to lay hh correspondence with the commanding general of tbe depart* 
ment of California before liis gcivernniei)t nn'l the minister fdeoipotentiary of Ifeadooia 
WashingtoD, that both njay know how to act in the ca^e. 
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Befbre dotlnir tl^I* note, tbe tindentgned bslievet It bts doty to Infonn 0«nem1 VcDowell 

that he ban ii<-vei doubted for a moment liis f^ympathy for the repnlilic of Mt xuo, and for 
which he u thaakful,Mbe told bimftt tbe iuterviuw oo the 16th ioataat. Tbe rtfquest 
for the repeikl of ttie order of the 11th of tlib month wag made because he believed ft 
piejiidicial to tbo national cauiw in Mexico. 

I'he uriderttigaed protests to Qeneral Irvia McDowell the aasuiaaces of hia distinguiahed 
conBideration. 

JOSfi k. QODOT. 

Oeaeral Trvis McDowell, 

Commander (J the DqxirimeiU qf Cal{fortm^ in San Franei\co, 

Sax Fkakoisco, Oddbtr 20, 1866. 

A troeoopgr: 

JOSt A. GODOY. 



[Gnclosuro No. 9 ] 

[From the New York Herald of November 16| 1865.] 

Sah Fbaxcisco, Odder 21, 1865 

Tlio ontrncfons order Issued by Genci d Mi^Dowell, cutting off the last bopf of the 
Mfxicun liberals for obtuining armti fruni iIjIh siiic of the contii)eut,a copy of which I buut 
yju latit wtek, has called out a coire*pondonce between Consul Otnloy and Genetal 
5IcI)ovv.-ll, copies and traii.slations of whitb I encloHC. What addd to tho hardship of the 
case, although it does not appear on the face of the docnments, is the fact that the arms 
which were to leave hf tbe aobooiier refeired to 1^ Oolleotor Jamee were Intended to be 
laudfd at a point on the lower coast not occupiecl by the French, and were for Mexican 
Uhe, as tbe collector know, so that hm seeming impartiality is verily all on one side. You 
will see flrom tbe reading of thisoorreipondenoe that the removal <^ the restriction on the 
exportation of arms has been pnctloaUy nalliflod bj the War Department as represented 
on this ooast. 



Mr. Setcard to Mr. Speed. 

Dbpartmknt of State, 

Wathingloiiy Noremhcr 21, 1865. 

Sir : I bave the honor to submit for yonr coueideratioii two not('.-<, rcccivod 
from Souor Matias Komeru, the miuidtcr of iLc Mexicau republic, dated No- 
vember the 14th and 18th inBUint, with their aceompanioients, rektiTe to the 
Order Xo. 17» October 11, 18G5, issued by Major General Irviu McDowell, 
commanding the military departmour of Culiforuia, prohibiting the exportaUoa 
ol arms or munilii >tis ul' war, by tlir frontier, into Mexico. 

I will ihauk you, a» ^oou as praclicabli^ for your upiuiuu ad to whether the 
Order No. 17, above referred to, is in conformity with any laws, regulations, or 
orders now in force, bearing upon the subject 
I am, sir, voor obedient servant, 

WILUAM H. SEWARD. 

lion. Jamks Sfkhij, 

AUorney Uemertd* 



Mr, Speed to Mr. Seward, 

Attoanky Geaeral's Offick, 

December 23, 1865. 

■ 

Sib : I must ask pardon for my delay, occasioned by pressing engagements 
in court, in making reply to your letter of the 21.st ultimo, cuclo.-«ing for my con- 
sideration two notes received by your department from the niinir»ter of the Mex- 
ican republic, with their accooipauimeats, relative to au order, of date October 
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11, 1865, iB8iied by Oenenl McDowell, comnMnclliig the military department 

of Califoraia, proliibitin<r tbe exportation of arms or munitions of war by the 
frontier into Moxico. 'J'lic quostion flaked by yon is, wLcther. in my opinion, 
this ordt r in conformity with any laws, r<;gulatioQ£» or orders in force, bear- 
ing on the subject. 

Nd military officer has the right, in this conntiy, to iasue any order to whidi 

he cannot bnvfully compel obedience by the forces under bis command. Tbe 
tft^t, therefore, of tlie validity, in point of law, of this order of Gener;U ^[c- 
Dowell, ie, v.li( tli('r he could liwfuiiy employ the military force? gnl'jfct to his 
control to jtrt vi nl American citizens, and other persons within our jurirdictiou, 
from transporting arms and mnnitfons of war, as merchandise, aeroes the fron- 
tier into Mexico, in the present state of the affairs of that country. 

Tli*- .iTisM-cr to l)e f;;iven to tlii.-< (jut stion depends Tipon tlic rhnrncter of tbe 
acts a;rain.-^t which the order is dir< eted — wliefher they are lawful or unlawful : 
and, if unlawful, whether the military authoiity cuu take cognizance of them 
and prevent or restrain their commission. 

Some olfences arc cogniaable exclusively hy civil authonty ; others may law- 
fully be restrained or prevented by military power. 

Counterfeiting the current coin of the L nitrd Statrs made criminal by 
statute, but the law leaves the olTence to be dealt with by the civil authority of 
the United States. By the statute of 1818, the setting on foot any military 
expedition within the jurisdiction of the United States against tiie territory of 
a foreign state with whom the United States are at peace, is a high misde- 
meanor, but the statute expressly authorizes the President to employ the army 
and navy to prevent the carrying on of any such exped tion from our territory. 

It Is plain that if it shonld be determined that it is not unlawful for Ameri* 
can citisens, neutral people in the war now being waged on Mexican territory, 
to export articles ofNltrabaud of war, by way of merchandise, to either of the 
belligerents, the inquiry to the Jurisdiction of the military authorities over 
the subject need not be pursued. 

In that event any attempt on the part of those authorities to enforce obedi- 
ence to rules or regulations of their own in regard to that subject would be 
clearly a usurpation of power. 

Kow, I apprehend it to he well settled that "neutrals may lawfully >e]l at 
home to a belliu'erent purchaser, or carry themselveH to the bt lli<^«'rent power?, 
contraband arliclcs, subject to the right c f seizure in transitu. The ripht of the 
neutral to transport, and of the hostile power to seise, are conflicting rights, 
and neither party can cliarge the other with crimiual act." (KentV Coin., 
p. 142.) I state the dnctriuf isi tlie words of Chancellor Kcrit, of whose 
writings it may b() safely said," a late Eugliish author has remarked, " thut 
they are never wrong." 

In the case of the Santissima Trinidad, Mr. Justice Story, in delivering the 
opinion of the court, siiid, "There is nothing in our laws, or in the law of 
nation?, that forbid.'^ our citizr nj^ from sending: armed vessels, as well as muni- 
tion« of war. to fon i^ni pt)rts tor sale. It is a commercial adventure which no 
nation is bound to prohibit, and which only exposes the persons engaged in it 
to the penalty of confiscation." (7 Wheaton, 340.) 

Without entering into an extended exposition of the law on this subject, I am 
of opiiii' !! that if the order of General McDowell was intended to interfere with 
such tradf, conducted by our people, as the authorities to which I have referred 
have declared to be lawful, the order is not " iu conformity with any laws 
bearing upon the subject." 

I observe that a portion of the order to which my attention has been called 
was probably intended to be directed against military expeditions or armed 
(■iit. i ]>r'-j< « earried on from thi.-^ eountrv apainst the bellisn'rentf conti'ii-Iinir in 
iilcxico. iSuch expeditious and enterprises are, of course, violatioufi ol our 
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statntee ; and notliiog id this opinioo u intraded to impugn the validity of the 
order in respect to them. 

1 have the honor to be, with the greatest reapeot. 

JAMES SPEED. 

Atiorney General. 

Hon. William H. Sbwaed, 

Secretary ef S^fe* 



Mr, Seuurd to Mr. Romero, 

Dbpabtmknt of Statf:, 

Washirti^fon, December 24, 1865. 

Sir : I liavc had the Ijonnr to rccrive your coiuinuiiicalions of the 14th and 
IStb of Novemter \&Bt, with their respective accompaDimcnt£, which have refer- 
ence to the order issned by Major General McDowell, commanding the military 
department of Oalifomia, No. 17, nnder date of the 11th of October, 1865, pro- 
hibitinp: fin' «'xportation of arms or munitions of war into Mexico hy the frontier. 

Uaving j^uLiuitted the Hulject to tlie Attorney General of the United States 
for his ojiinion on the 2l8t of November last, I have now the honor to transmit 
to yon a copy of said opinion rendered on the S3d instant, and likewise to inform 
you that it will be officially commnnicated to the honorable the Secretary of 
War, with the renncpt to give «nch instruction to Major General McDowellas 
fthall conform to the decision of the Attorney General in tlie preniipes. 

I avail myself of the occasion to reiterate to you, sir, the assurances of my 
highest consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
&«fior MikTl A8 BoMBBO, Sfc, Waehingtcnt D, C 



Mr. Geofroy to Mr. Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Lbqation of Fbancb i\ ttif. Umteu Statks, 

Washington, March !!• 1864. 

Sir : According to information which has reached the Emperor's government, 
three regimenti* of tin- federal army have lately been sent to !Matamoras, under 
pretext of protecting the consul of the United States at that point, and have 
there re-established the Jnarist authority, by driving out therefrom General 
Cortinas, who had pronounced against it. This news, the ofBcinl confirmation 
of wliirli, liowever, it had not received, has fixed the attention of the Emperor's 
governincnt. Such a fact would constitute a vinlatinn of ihe neutrality, ou 
which the assurances of the cabinet at Washington have authorized it to rely, 
on its part, in regard to Mexico, and would lUso be entirely opposed tn the 
instructions addressed hy the D^uurtment of State to General Bank^^, ^^ li > has 
been directed to favor neither of the two partiof, and not to enftn* tin- Mexican 
territory, ' ven to protect the American consul and citiK* iis {Iserc 1 thert fure 
deem it my duty, sir, to point it out to you, and would be inhniiely obliged if 
yon could furnish me with exphuutious on this subject. 

Be pleased to accept, sir, assurances of my high consideration. 

L. DE GEOF&OY. 

Hon. William H. SfiWAfiD, ^ 
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Afr. Setcard to Mr, Geqfr&y. 

DSPABTMBNT OP StaTB, 

WaskmgUm, March 12, 1864. 

Sir : I have tbe honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 11th 
instant, in which you state that, according to information whicli 1ris roacliftl the 
Emjirrur's goveniiiH-nt, tlirce regiments of tlic United States army have lately 
betu scut to Matttuiuruii under the pretext of protecting the consul of the United 
States at that port, and have thero established the Juarist aathority by driving 
out therefrom General Oortinas, who had pronounced against it there. Yon 
proceed in your note to ob3er%'e that this newe, tlic oflicial confirmation of which, 
however, had not been received by the French government, has fixed the atten- 
tion of the Emperor's government; that the alleged proceedings constituted a 
TiolaUoii of the neutrality on which the assurances of^ this government has an* 
thoriied France to rely, and would also !h Mppoeed to the instructions which 
were addre8!*ed by this department to Mnj r General Bank;*, who command:' tlie 
United State? forces on the borders of Mexico, and therefore you ask proper 
explanation thereupon. 

in reply to your note, I have the honor to say that the attention of the Presi- 
dent was first directed to the transaction you have mentioned by a note which 
was written to this department by Don Matias Romero, the minister pl« iiijio 
tentiary of the Mexican republic residing nt this capital, on the 6th of F«4»iuary 
lust. Mr. Bomero, in that note, represented that the dispute at Mauinoras, 
which was the occasion <^ the proceeding of General Herron, now complained 
of, was a dispute between two military leaders, each of whom acknowledged the 
authority and acted under the orders of the Mexican republic. Taking that 
view of the suliject, Mr. Romero insisted that the proceeding of General Uerron 
was a flagrant violation of Mexican sovereignty, as well as a viol)|tiou of the 
before-mentioned instructions of this department to Major General Banks. 

Upon receiving these representations of BCr. Romero, 1 called upon the Secre- 
tary of War for such information concerning this transaction as he poseeeaed, 
and further rp(|ue8ted that a full investigation thereof mip:ht be inatitnted. I 
have received tiom the Secretary of War certain papers which bear upon the 
transaction in question, but not yet the full report which has been requested. I 
have now the honor to place copies of these papers before you, namely, a report 
of INInjor General Banks, with the documents annexed, and to add to them an 
extract from a despatch of the United States consul at Matamoras, which has 
been received at ihU <1( p;u tinent. 

A declaration of the views of this government upon the proceeding of General 
Herron is necessarily reserved until the result of the investu^ation which has 
been ordered shall have been ascertained. I shall be happy, m the mean time, 
to receive any information upon the subject which the government of France 
phall tind it convenient and desirable to submit in support of the views of that 
guverumeut, which coullict witli the representations ot ti»c Mexican government, 
as well as with the statements made by Uie military authoriUes and the consul 
of the United States. 

I will add that General Banks has again been spocially cliart^^nl to do what- 
ever is practicable to avoid any collision between the forces under his ctunmand 
and either of the belligerents in Mexico, and even to guard, so far as may be 
possible, against suffering any occasion to aiiae for dispute or controversy 
between his command or the authorities of Texas, and either or both of these 
parties. 

Accept, sir, the af^orances of my high consiib ration. 

WILLIAM n. SEWAllD. 

Mr, L. OB Obofboy, ^r., ^r., 4r. 
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Oment (bnbjf to Mr. Seward. 

D£PAaT)fBXT OF FtaTI, 

Waakii^kn, FVbnmry 10» 1864. 

Sm : n^e Secretary of War Instmcts mo to acknowledge tlw receipt of yoar letter of 
yt'>tcr«l»y, trunsmitting a translation of a nntt- aiJdrensed to you on the 4th instant 115- St fior 
Matius Koraero, envoy extnu rdinary and luiuiitur plenipotentiary of the Unitwi Mexican 
8t«t«e, Inviting attei'tion to a poblicatlon in the New YotIl Jonrnals, during the month of 
Jannnry In«t, purporting to be a commtusirntirm containing menace*, aild re-. -Jed from Hrowns- 
ville. on the Z6th of Dccemt)er hut, by Major General N. J. T. Dana, then commanding 
tlie United States forces In Texas, to the governor of Tamaulipos. in the Mexican republic, 
■nd alw) to the Mutamoras corr«';*;"«rideTirf , pnUliKheil in the daily papers, in which it I3 
stated that Major General Burnin, now commanding United Slated forces at Brownsville, 
has sent troops Into the dty of Hatamocu, during looal dbturbances ia that city, in viola- 
tion of Mexican soverelgiity. 

In regard to tbe alleged violation of the Mexi<>ia territory by United States troops actins; 
under tbe orders of Major General Berron, the Secretary iostructs me to transmit for your 
information the oridoscd copy of Ji cf)mmunication tMs day received, addrcji<»ed to tliegen- 
eral-in-cbief by Major Gooerai lknk«, couimandiog the department of tbe Gulf, with its 
aooompaniments. which present a detailed account of tha drcnmstances under which the 
temporary presence of tbf Uniteil Stiiteo troops in Mutnmoras was deemed Impentlve fur 
the protection of the United States consulate in that city. 

On the pubject of the alleged letter of mensee addrvsted by Major Oeneml V. J* T. Dana, 
from Dro\vn^ville, to the governor of Tdmjiiilipns. this department has nt present nolcnowl- 
edgd. Ab soon as any information on tbe subject is noeived it will lie communicated to 
you. 

I have the honor to he jom obedient fervaat» 

ED. R. S. P AN BY. 
Jingadier General, AuieiaiU Adjulant Otntnd. 

Hod. Smmsabt op Stats, 

Waakit^m, D. C, 



Qeami Sank$ to Oenmi BaXUA, 

[Extract.] 

JVhs O/iams, Jmuary 25, 1864. 

General : I have tbe honor to transmit to yon copies of despatches received from Major 
OenerHl V J. Horron, comraandinc: tbe forwn of the United Strito'i on the Uio Qnnde,aaU 

giving in detiUl an account of atluirs occurring on the 13th of January. 

oooooooaoon 

The movem^'nt of troope loto Matanont Meme to have been necessary to enable the 

consul to leave the city. 

N. P. BANKS. 

Uajcr General H. W. Hallrck, 

Qmni^m-Oa^ U. 8. A. 

Offidoloopy: 

J. C. KELTON. 
^MMtanl AdfMtmt Qetmal, 



GsMTst iZrrruN to QemrA Sbm» 

[Kxtraet.] 

HlAI)Q(;ARTiiBS UkfTSD STATES FOBOIS OV TOR RiO 0 BAWDS, 

BrmmitSkt flsss, Jemimry 1$, 1864. 

OrvrnAT. : 1 er.cloor' bcrowith my report in reference to sending troojw to the other side 
of tbe river for tbe protection of tbe Ouited States coneoiate, and believing it will interest 
yon, I add some other fbcts In connection with the matter. 

r[ion arriving heie I found Lerna eetub1!<li( 1 ;i-t f,'.)V( rnor of Tamaulipas, but Rn'/., who 
bad been appointed military governor by Juarea, was moving on Matamoms with 600 men. 
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Colonel Cortinaa was in comman-l of the lyrnn foiroi. Arriving near the t 'wn, commifi- 
bionorg fr<»ui the two jiarties met ant! settled thu lu.itri r in thiii w.«y : Leiim to retire to his 
rancho ; Ruis to take his seat m governor ; the tnx^ of both partiee to imito under Gca- 

c-rnl Cnfwi.-t' at), a Ruiz man, witli i 'iirtinas us Hccond in coniman l, and to ma^'ch against the 
French at laiuj.ico. Lcrria at once vacrttcd. lluiz took his bcat, and the truops of both 
parties were CRm)>ed in the town. 

A« nrar I cm learn the a'^r—'ment was violated in Fpvpral particulars by bitth parlic*, 
and considerable feeling was cieatcd. On the aftcrno >n of the 12th, about 4 o clocii, C"ar- 
dtfnas, an otHcer of Colonel Cnrtinan, rode to Governor Ruiz's hoiise and insulted htm : wad 
arrested \>y tlie i;x;ard, i irri.-d into a hark yiird, and shot within half an h inr '] hi-; <!■ tth'd 
the matter, and at 8 o'cloclv the same evening the parties opeueJ on eiich utiicr with artil- 
lery in the plasa. 

The fi>?ht continnrd tlir<">nt;hont the n!_'ht. and until 12 o'clock the nr-\t d ly During 
the night, at times, the muskt try wak severe, auti I Hliouid suy 230 ahoti were fired with 
artillery. Mr. Pierce was satisfied thit an attempt would be made to rob the consulate, 
and had <;t.^:iI ap[>r< licnslon for liis fanity. The j^ovt-rnor havinji oflkialfy n.ttitied roe fh it 
he could not protect him, und l>elieving that I could remove him without complicntin^ 
mntters, I seut troops oyer, feeling satfHfted that nndei the circumstanoes I was only doing 
my df.fy. 

Duriog the fight the town and the road !• O'iin;; to the ferry were filled with robbers doing 
a good baidnettii, and bad Bfr Pierce attempt«d to ernes without a gnard he would !»▼• 

l>een rolibed, if not murdered Both parti 'S are perfectly patistied with my action, although 
Ruiz complained somewhat that I did not aid him, claiming that the Meiican troops ODOS 
utdud the citizens of Browosville in re|)eIliDg an attack of this same Coitfnas. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

F. J. IIERHON, 
Mtjor (jrmcrai Commandmg. 

Brigadier General C. P. Broiii, Chiif ^ S^ff, 

HtAMiVAsnu, liAiuarjf S, 1864. 

Olllcial copy : 

J. C. KELTON, 
AuUtant A^jMnU GmtenL 



GtMnl Bmon to QMend SUm. 
HtatQiraBTna Uxxtbd Stat:^;^ Forci» on thb Rio Grandk, 

Jirotrnrvillf, Tritta, Jutuary 15, lS6t. 

GisntaAL : I have the honor to make the following report of circumiitancea that trans* 
pired on the night of the 13th Instant : 

A')Out 8 o'cloclv in tlie evening we were Btart!oil hy rapid cannonading and inu^ketrf 
firing evidently going on in the stie< t<« of HatHmuras. just across tlte liiu Grantle, which 
cootinned without ceaaatlon, sprea iiu^ over the greater portion of the town, until 10 

O'clo':-k. 

At this hour I received the following commmucaUon from Mr. L Fierce. Jr., United 
Statea oooral at Matamoras : 

"USITKD StaT.s r.iNSUtATa, 

".}fatamcririi, Muico, January 12, isil-t — Id o'clock p m. 

GutEBAL: A battle is now raging in the Ktreetji of this dty between the forces of Gov- 
ernor Manuel Rnis and Colonel Juan N. Oortinas. My pem» and family are in gf««t 
d itiu'cr, aK the road between Iutc and the fciry is said to Xhj infested with robh;?r8. I have 
uliH> utiout one million of dollars in specie and a la g t amount of valuable property uuder 
my charge In the oontalate. and, from the well-knowu character of t)ortioas and his fol- 
lowtTri, I ffiir the city will be plundered. I tli.M-foi'- f.uufstly mpirst that you will f^end 
ft suthcient force to protect myself and property, and to transport the money within the 
Umita of the United Stfttes at the earliest moment poailUe. 
**I am, tit, very n»p«ctfuiUy, your obedient Mrvant, 

"L PIERCE, Jr., 

**Uiiitti Sunn GmauL 

*' Major General F. J. Hrrbox, 

'* CmmmAng Uaittd St ttet I]frcts, It oKnmilU, lixu." 

Within a fery few momenfeg tho following, itom Qoremor Manuel Bnii, wa« handed to 

me ; 

" Matawaas, Jmmary IS, 1864 — 10 o'clock p. m. 

"Sia : Tiii- f< roes coramandoil by Colonel Corlinas have attacked my p>Hitii>n.s in thii 
place. As this town is very extensive, I cannot protect all, nor guanmtae the United SUtsa 
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consnlatf and the larpo property of Am' ricun citiz»m^, of ditTurcnt tiations, liv!n{f In Ibia 
town. i?'or thb reubou I shall end'-avi.r to repuIiMs tite tU' Uiy, mid auk you the favor to 
feml tomtt troope over to gaiud and protect Oa mid pi opcrtf , wLich it It ImpoMlble for 

tue to prutei t. 

" I iu>k yuu, general, to take this application of miQe Id high coa&i<ieratioD, and to admit 
icy profound respect. 

Yoor obedient Mrvmat, 

•* UANU£L EUJZ, Qomnor ^ TamaulipoM, 

** Mujor General P. J. Hnoov." 

I liml, imiue<liHtely after tlio firing CDtninonced, despatched an offic-r (Coloni-l Black 
37th Illinois infantry) to the Uuitrd .Stjiti^D consulate, with instrtictiong to inform me ftt 
once of tli«i con<iition of .liriir-.. unil liearioi; from him al>o tliat the roud wtis infi>fi'.| with 
i(>L>l>-is. who were takijii^ aJviiaUigc of the lif^htiii^f to rub and uiiirder, and tli it iht- family 
of thi^ ii n>ul cuuld u>»t ^i-t away wi-lliont a guard, and the lej^al goveraor, rec iiciiizc I by 
Prtt«i It lit .III ui z, IiaviiiL,' informed ni« «»ffi itilly that he coidd not protfrt liiiu, 1 docuu'd it 
not ituMosiKteut with my iuntructi<ti.-« to send a snoall force into the city of M itamoras for 
the purpoHc of r.-tuKvirif^ the fimiiy of Mr. I'ierce and the ppecie to this sldR of the river, 

I therefore oidi-rcd Cnlnru l H- tiry liertnim, 20tii Wis*- >n.siii infantry, to semi forty men 
to t^ike ch iri^e uf thtf ferry, Ui put one r> L,'iuient under ariU8 and call at my headquarters 
for further orlers Upon repotting, I iiist: uctod bim to take fo<ir corapaidcs of bitfrcglment 
acn*s ihe ri%er. and proceed to the ITnitcd States con-;u"a'c, and thi r<- to ni ik« propt-r di.->- 
josition of hiii force to proU-ct the United St iles citisul and his {»roperty, and to remove 
them at the earliest possible time to this hide of the river; iustructiug him, at the Mine 
time, in tiic m<i»t poiitiv« manner, not to ioteiforola the figbt. I then replied to Governor 
Buis m fullows : 

HsAitQVABTxss Unitto Statks Fokcf» ON Tin Rio Qbanpe, 

**Bfomim»tU, Taca»t Januari/ 12, 1864 — 10| o'elodc p. d. 
"Sitt: Tour note, ifated Uatamoras, 10 o'clock p. m., is at hand. Mr. Pierce, the 
United States coa>inl, wrote at 10 o'clock, nririni? me fo send a force to protct t the United 
hstates consulate, and a$ hi^ rtqut-^t I dcpatched I'oloucl l .'crtiam, with u suiuil lorco, to the 
Oonaal's honse, to protect him in moving to this .side < f the river. 

"The troops have p«;8itive instmctionf; not to iati ifcie with eitluT person or proper^, 
aud tu take nu part iu the tight. They will tuotcot the conisulate until t^afcly ri-moved. 

'* R^Ytettlug exoe«diui,'1y the troubles which surround jOtt. and wilb the hope that yon 
may soon quiet matieia, X have the honor to be, wiib. great respect, your obedit-nt servant, 

"F. J. HEKHON, 

" Governor Mairatt Ruia." 

At the same time I wrote to Mr. Pierce, informing bim of tln^ instmctlons giren tO 
Colonel Bortr.im, aud rc pie.^ting htm tu prepare for removal at onoe. 

I also sent the following uotlAcatlon to Governor £uis, sending a dmilar one to Colonel 
Gortinas : 

•* HnAIXirABTKRS TT.MTED StATFS FoBCtS ON TUB P»IO GUANDr, 

*• JirownmlU, Tttaa, January 12, 18(i4 — lUj o'clt lU p.m. 

"Sir: I have the lionor to state that, owing to a battle now raging in tlie streets of 
Mattimoras, between yonr troops and those of Cblonel Corifnas, and the danger exiRtIng to 
tlic p r-ou and family of Mr. t'irn e, United Sfate.s consul,! have ordereil t^oloiicl Bertram, 
with four compaides of United States troops, to proceed to the house of Mr. Pierce, at his 
request, for the sole and only purpose of conveying them within the territory of the United 
States. The dangenj from a.ssa>siii8 and robberd on tl.e road between ht-re and your city 
Feem imperatively to demaud ibis coutse, which I take reluctantly, with e%ery asburaoue 
to you that I shall commit no hostile acts upon Ifexloui territory, nor interfere In any 
manner with tbe tigbt now going on in >our city. I liave instructed Mr. Pieroo to remove 
as quickly as possible, that 1 may withdraw the troops. 

♦*I have the- hooor to be, with great re>poct, your obedlwit servant. 

" F. J. HKRRON, 
M jjor GmmaL Ommmdmg. 

" Governor ManueIt Run." 

Colonel Bertram proceeded without delay to the other side of the rivor, marching by the 
shortest route to the consulate, and placing his troops within the yard which Is attached lo 
tbe house, and such anangemeatt were then made as wonid prevent any iKwdbility of Inter* 
feienoe by our men. 
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At 12| o'clock I received the following note from Colonel Bertram : 

♦ "At Unitkd States Coxsulate. 

" Malamoraa, January 12, 1864—121 o'clock p. m. 

" GmnuL : I hvn arrived at the oonral's bouse, «nd Msara yon he wm very bappy to 
nee us I marched the shortcut route, the tiring having etoppod af? soon iw «c appoared oa 
the strect^i. 1 he conHul thinks CorUuas is gaining ground. I await further instructions. 

*' Very rcfpectfullv, 

«<H. BEBTBA1I, CUmmI awwifty. 

Major General F. J. Herrox, 

*' Coinmanding I'niUd Stales Force$." 

To which I replied as folio wh : 

" Ukam^uabtebs Usited Statxs Fobcis on tbk Eio Gbakdb. 

** AnewrnnUi, IkMS, Jtamary 12. 1M4. 

** CotomcL : Tonr note from the consul's Is at hand. Tow wfll mnaln fn yonr potdtion, 

giving' the consul Burticient time to reniovf his family and the valn-ililL-s in the con>-vi]:itc to 
this Hide. Again let me state that you will interfere in no way with the fight, but keep 
your men at iheir poets for the duty asdtmed them. Send a good officer with the troops at 
the ferry, and issue the moot ivsitive orders prohibiting gtraggliug from the ranks or inter- 
ference of any nature whatever with either person or property. Should a stray »hot come 
near or even strike one of yonr men, that will not be roneidered a suflScient reason for yonr 
firiog. I have notified l>oth Ruiz and CorUnasof your presc tue in Matamotas, and the pnr- 
pose, bhoii'd you see either of the persons named, state fully what |Ottr instructions anw 
** Your mif»ioti is a delicate oue ; be extremely careftil. 
**Be8(iectfiilly, ' 

^ F. J. HE&BON, Jfipsr Omend Obmmntdav^ 

"Colon. 1 H. Beetbam " 

At 12^ o'clock I received the follow log from Colonel Bertram : 

••At Uxitkd Statss Cox.«ri.ATs, 
"Matamont, January 12 — 12| o'clock p. m. 

** OBKntAL : T haT« received your letter. Tour Inehruettons are strtetly obeyed, and I bare 
tent the most 8tring».'nt orders to Lieutenant Colonel LaTiirhlin not to :<]].. v,- ;invthin.j to 
done that could be coobtrued into a violation of your orders. Ck)mmis8ioos from tnxh 
Rnfs's and Cortlnas's parties have been here to inquire Into tbe objeet of our oomlog over. 
I told them what my instructions were, and both partlcg went nway sati.-^fu'd. Tin- trnsnl 
liays he has about one million in specie in his possesoion, and that he cannot poevibly remove 
it or his family until morning. I have not been able to learn positively which party is 
^dning. Uuiz t^till holds the plun, end I think will h<dd it until morning. 
•'IHespectfttlly, 

•*H. BBBTBAM, CUond Ommmdv>if. 

" Mi^or General Herron, 

•• Ommatduig Utiikd Stat*$ /iron." 

The fi^lifing ceased for an hour after the appearance of ray troops; but learning th»t 
there wiui to be no interference, both parties went at it sgain, taking care, however, to 
keep Home distance from tbe United States consulate. Matters cootintied so until daylight, 
wheu I sent a sufficient number of wagons to remove the family of Mr. Pit ice and piojKriy 
from the consulate At 7 o'clcKk a. m. ot tl»e 13lh they were safely landed en this sivJe, 
aud the troops withdrew. The fighting iu the morning was carried on bitterly until 12 
o'clock, when the Ruis party retreat- I an 1 wi re scattered in every direction. The casual- 
ticK on both ^idcs were aliout fifty killcil and one hundred wounded. Among the killed 
was ex-Qovernor Alveus Lopes, a prominent Uuiz m;<n. 

Governor Ki^'e forces numbere d 800 men and four pieces of artillery, while Cortioas's 
force wiv COO nun and si.x p-' - < s of artillery. Considerable damage was done by theartil- 
lery to tbe town during the figbt, and by lawless bands plunderiog, &c 

Colonel Cortinas has alr&uly announced himself as governor of Tunanllpat, while Gov* 
crnor Ruiz, Geneml Rohez. and some Other prominent oAoen, escaped and cnssed to tbis 
side, uud are now here refugees. 

I have In this report given merely tbe facts In detallp end win not enter Into any argn* 
mont in jtistificntion of my courpe. Notified by the governor of the State that be could 
not protect tbe Uuited States consulate, uud with an appeal from the consul ditect for pro- 
tection for his fismlly and property, I felt that It was unqueEtionably my duty to fumbh • 
sufficient guaid to remove lilm from the dty, taking at the Mune Uom every pxeoantion to 
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prevent colHsinn with efthcr of the facttonf. T mit;ht here Rtatc tliat tl;« English consul 
nmaiQed during the night at thu.Uuit^ii btates consulate under our prutcction. o o a 
In eoncluiion, I would My thaA Colonel H. Bemun, of the tOth Witoontin infiftntry, who 
coniini\nJ''<i thi- tiding that crossed over, performed the delicate mi^giou in an admirahlo 
manner, and proved bimaelf an oflicer of more than ordinary judgment. His otficerd and 
soldiere we entitled to thiiniM for their oooduct 

I hftve the honor to he, geneml, with giMt rnpect, your <^hp i;, nf ^< rv mt, 

¥. J. Ui:;UEON, Jiafor Gaurai. 

Brigadier General 0. firoira, 

Ckitf 9f Staff , Nem Memi. . . 

* HiAOQDA&nM, Fibrmry 4, 1861. 

Official copy : 

J. 0. KELTOH, A, A* O. 



Mr, Pkm to Mr. Skuard, 
[BxtiMt] 

UWTin) States CossctAiE, 

3f'jtamor<rs, Junuirr/ 16, 18CI. 

SiB : Since tlic arrival of the federal troops (Gth November) utfiUXH on thiiiside of the Kio 
Grande have been In n most complete uproar. Immrdlately upon the strival of troopg at 

Browiihvilli-, GcriL'iul Cubos, the reiiccii>nario. cri>!»}iO(l over, and with a small force Heizt-d 
the governor (Kuiz) and other officials and placed them in confinement, making himself 
governor, R. Vila military oommnnder, and Colonel Juan N. Cortfnas, who created a dig* 
turbuncti and Hght in Brownsville several years ago, Fecoml iu command. After reigning 
twenty-four hours, Cortioas discovereti that Cohos and Vila were endeavoring to get up a 
pronunriamiento in favor of the French, and he accordingly ordered his men to take them 
ontand Khoot them, which was done. Cortina-s tlicn proclaimed Jetsiu dc la Lerna gover- 
nor, and rele»u;ed Ruiz from priKon, giving him two hours in wliicli to leave town, n ferring 
the whole matter to the general guvernment. In the mean time iiuiz went off to the iii- 
t' rinr, and tt8 I^ma had been the canae of the revolutiou two years ago, Ruiz w is sent 
back again to take his seat, with a large escort of regular troops. Lerna, who hiul arrived 
in town, supported by Cortinos, made preparations to defend the town, but after ten days' 
talk on the Rubject, on the firet day of January it Wiis agreed that Ruiz ehould talte tlie 
chair, and the troops of botli piirtics should ^;o to Tanipieo to ^i^:ht the F'lemh. and nntil 
they should be ready to start liuiz should hold one side of the town and Cortinati thu other. 
Everjrthing remained qnlet notll theafternotni of the 12th, when Octiviano CardenuM, who 
belonged t«) th<! Cortinas party, vrentto the palace, in company with two other oiticers, and 
insulted the governor. In arresting him he &red his pistol otf among Ruiz's soldiers. 
He was Immediately seised, led out, and shot to death. This agdn started a correspondrace 
b •t-.vrcd the contendiTi::^ parties,' and at 9 p m the same evening the fighting commenced 
in the streets, one party using six pieces of artillery and Ruiz using two. The battle lasted 
nntil 11 a. m. on the ISth, when Cortinas took possession of the palace and town, and Rnla 
and his frirnds tied to Browns-ville, an ) ;it prrsnit we are without a governor. 

During the night of the 12th, finding that robbing was being carried on in some parts of 
the town, and I having about a million of dollars in specie under my charge, at 10^ p. m. 
I applied to Major Gcuvral Ilerron, eoramanding the force.s on the Rio Grande, for sufH- 
cient men to protect our property from thieves and rubbers, and be immediately crossed 
over a large force, who remained by us until morning, when I sent all the money to Browns* 
ville, and the troops retired. • o o • • © o 
1 am, air, very respectfally, yonr most ol>edient servant, 

L. PIERCE, Ja., If. S. Ooruul. 

Hon. William H. Siward, 



Mr, Geofroy to JM^. Seward, 

[Translation] 

Legation of FaA*icE if) the TTmtrd St.\tes, 

WtuhiHi^'taH, March 20, 18G4. 

Sir: I have received the note you did mo the honor to write to uie ou the 
18th of the month, with the ▼arions docamentft vhich aceompanied it 

46 D c • • 
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It seems, hy those p.ii>( i s, tliat on tbe 12th of Jaoaary lost, n battle linking 
been commenced in the city of JIatanioras botwern the two Mexican chiefc, 
Kuiz and Cortinas, on the application of Mr. I'ierce, cont^nl of the United Statea 
there ret*idcat, who feaied for hid safety, Major General Herrou, commaudiDg 
the federal troops cantoned at Brownsville, Texas, sent across the frontier fonr 
companies of infantry, who canio and took up a position in the vicinity of the 
consulate, and there remained until next day, tlio 13th; that they took hack 
V'ith tlieni to the otlier s«idc of the river Mr. Pierce, his family, and the vaiimbied 
deposited at the consulate. • 

I remark that this temporary oocnpation had also been solicited by Rniz, 
chief of the .Juai i^ts, who wrote at the same time as Mr. Pierce to Genend 
Herron, to declare to him that lie was not in a condition to protect the United 
States consulate and the j)roperty of American citiz( ns fetth-d in the city, and 
who, under the pretence of providing lor the .^afcty of foreigners, wished prob- 
ably to get for himself tbe support, at least apparent, of the federal troops. 

Un the morning of tbe 13tb, when these were withdrawn, the Juansts dis- 
banded, and Buiz, with his principal officers, also crossed the river and took 
refuge at Brownsville. 

In fine, it is evident it is General Banks whose charge it is to point it out 
that in taking possession of his command General Uerron received a comrouni* 
cation of the instmctione prepared tbe S3d of November, 1863, hy the Depart- 
ment of State, and that in consequence he acted, as also did Oonanl Pierce, in 
full knowied^'-e of the Hvdjiect. 

k-^ncii are tbe facts established by the reports of the military commanders of 
the United States. It would be difficult not to recognize therein a violation 
of neutrality, and a positive breach of orders, although so clear, which had been 
given hy the Department of State, precisely for the accordance of such eventu- 
alities. 

I i*hall carry your excellency'.'' note to the knowledfre of th<^ Kiti])Pror'^i gov- 
ernment, and be prepared to transmit to it also the report of ^Mujur Geueral 
Banks, which you are pleased to announce to me, as well aa all other docn- 
xuents you may deem proper to cranplete the elucidation of the afhir. 

Please accept, sir, the assurances of my high consideration. 

L, DE GEOFKOY. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Geo/roy. 

Department of State, 

Watkingfon, March 23, 1S64. 
Sir : I have tbe honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 20th 
ini^tant, in which you assume that the sending a few troops from Brownsville 

to Matamoras to i)rotect treasure in the custody of the United States COnsol at 
the latter place, during the late civil conflict there, was contrary to the nen- 
trality prrifessed by this government, and which Geueral Bauks had been 
directed to obiierve in relcreuce to affairs in Mexico. Without meaning to un- 
derrate the force of your remarks on this point, I deem it proper to postpone 
further discuspiou of this subject until such views of your government as nuv 
he formed, after a fair consideration of the correspondence which has already 
taken place, shall be made known to this department. 
Accept, sir, the renewed assurance of my high consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Mr. L. OB Gboproy, 4«* 
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Mr. Geofiroy to Mr. Seward. 
CTraaslttUon.] 

Lboation oy Francs to thr Unitbd States, 

Wathington, AjirU 3, 1864. 

Sir: As I have the honor to iuform you, I have transmitted to my govern- 
inent the documents which your excellency !»ubniitted to me on the suhject of 
the uHair ut MatamoraH. The documeatd cau scarcely have reached Pariu at 
this moment. While awaiting the answer they will occasion, I this morning 
received a second despatch from M. Dronjn de Lhnje, pointing to new facts, 
on which I shall have the honor to confer with your excellency on the earliest 
day my health will permit me to go out; but there is a point which peeins to 
be of importance to bring immediately to your notice. It wouKi appear that 
on the news of the events of the mouth of January last General Bazaiue took 
the measures necessary to protect, in the direetioo of Matamoras, the Mexican 
territory against any nirther invasion. Whatever may be the opinion wo may 
form upon past events, you will comprehend, sir, how necesfary it h, to avoid 
all complication in the future, that General Banks, and the officpr.«» serving 
under his orders, may be again called to the strict observance of the instructions 
given the 23d November, 1863, from yonr excellencv's department. 

I should not, either, leave you in ^norancethat tne French troops must also 
have Ijecn diit rf d to Sonora, where, according to reports more or les< f'amded, 
a very cour^idcrable number of emigrants f'rnm California must lati ly have dis- 
embarked ut Guaymas, and have established themselves in the country in virtue 
of grants which were made to them by the cx>President Jnares. The mission 
of our forces is to prevent in Sonora all these takings of illicit possession, if 
tin y he really attempted, and, in any case, thr lawt'uhu .-^s of concessioii.s which 
ehall Ijnve emau.tted from Juarez will never be admitted. Your excellency will 
probably judge proper to make this kuown to American citizens who might 
allow themselves to be drawn into such speculations. 

I seise this occasion to renew to yonr excellency the assurances of my high 
consideration. 

L. DE GEOl liOr. 

Hou. William H. Sbwaro, !^c. 



Mr. Seteard io Mr. Getfroy. 

Department op Statb, 

Watkingtan, ji^ril 6, 1864. 
Str : I have the honor to ndtnowledge the receipt of your note of the 3d 
instant, in which you inform me that you have received a second despatch from 

Drouyn de Lhuys, pointing to new facts in relation, as I am left to infer, to 
the proceedings which took jdace at I^Iatamoras in the case of Mr. Pierce, the 
consul at that place, and which have been made the subject of recent cor- 
respondence, on your part, with this department. I shall with pleasure receive 
the promised information when the state of your health shall be such as to en- 
able you to visit me, and I sincerely regret the cause by which such a visit is 
delayed. Since my last note to you on the Matamoras affair was written, I 
have learned that (General Corliuas, with his forces, is certainly adhering to the 
government of the United States of Mexico. In view of this fact, it is not now 
apparent to this government that France — being in our view only a belligerent 
in Mexico, and having no forces at or near Matamoras when the transaction in 
regard to the consul occurred there — can reasonably expect explanations con- 
cerning it from the United iStates. 
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Ton infonn me In tbe note sow before me that* on hearing of that tranrae- 
tion in January last, General Bazaine took tbe measures neceasary to protect 
tbe Mexican territory in the direction of Matamoras againt^t any further inva- 
Bion ; and you euggeet that, in consequence of that proceeding, Maior General 
Banks, and the oflScere serving under his orders, may be again called to a strict 
observance of the instructions which I gave to that general on the 23d of 
November last. PaH>iii;L,' over the words " further invasion" as an accidental 
a.sfininption of a fact wiiich this government has not conceded, and ir^ not yet 
prepared to concede, 1 have had no hesitation in informing Major General 
Banks of die purpose of General Basaine» and enjoining the United States 
general to a strict and faithful observance of the Instructions of November, 
which require bim to forbear from anj form of intervention in the war between 
France and Mexico. 

Xou also inform me in your last-mentioned note that French forces have been 
dhreeted towards Sonora, and yon bring to my knowledge rumors that a very 
oon^erable number of emigrants fiom California have lately disembarked at 
Guaymas, and have eHtablit^bf themeelves in tbe country in virtue of granta 
which were made to them by i're!*ident Juarez, whom you describe as ex- 
Presideut j you lurtiier state that the midt!ion of the French forces is to prevent, 
in Sonora, the taking possession of estates under such grants, the lawfhiness 
of which, you say, will never be admitted ; and you .-^v;--! . <i to me the expedi- 
ency of making this information known to American citizens who might be 
destined to allow themselves to be drawn into such Hpeculationi^. 

While I appreciate the frankness and good will which the Emperor's 
government manifests in thus communicating its views and purposes on the 
subject mcQtioned, it nevertheless remains my duty to say that this government 
has long recognized, and Ftill does continue to recognize, tbe constitutional 
government of tlie United IStates of Mexico as tlie sovercijj^n authority in that 
country, and tlie President, Benito Juarez, as its chief. Tbi:^ government, at the 
same time, rqually recognises the oondition of war existing in Mexico between 
that country and France. We maintain absolute neutrality between the bel- 
ligerents, and we do not assume to judge, much less to judge in adrance, of the 
etVect of the war upon titles or estates. We have no knowledge of such an 
emigration from California to Sonora as you have described iu your note ; but 
if such an emigration baa ta^en place, those persons who thus emigrate will of 
course be regarded as subjecting themselves to the autliority and laws by which 
the rights of citizens of ^texico are governed ; nnd while it seem? unnecessary 
for the President to aassume that such emigrants will claim the protection ot ihi3 
government for any estates of whatever kind they may attain or attempt to 
attain in Mexico, it would certainly be presumptuous to attempt now to decide 
upon the validity of such claim. 

Peaceful emigration from tbo T'liitf d Stnteg is entin ly free from rostraint or 
influence of the goveroment. Emigrants themselves are generally well iutormed 
concerning ibeii' rights. Under these circumstances, any interference of the 
govemmrat concerning such emigration would be as inexpedient as it would be 
without precedent. The case would be different if the act of emigration was 
attended with preparations and purposes hostile to Mexico, or to eitlier ht Ih'srerent 
party, or to any other nation, and therefore incompatible with the laws of the 
United States or with the law of natiomL It is believed that the government 
of the United States has already snfficientlj indicated the views it must take in 
such a case if it should occur, which, however, th^ seems no immediate reason 
to apprehend. 

Accept, sir, the renewed assurance of my high consideration. 

WILLIAM H. S£WABD. 

Mr. L. DB Gbofroy, 4e* 
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JUr. Qtx^Toif to Mr. Seward, 
tTrmiMiUtIon.l 

LeGATIUN of TkAAC E to the UiMTED STATES, 

WtuhingUm, Aj^ril 7, 1864. 

Sir : Abont the end of December and bnginniug of Janiuuy lastt two bands* 

one of 200 men, the accontl < {' .'OQ, detached from the troops which are 
tinder the comniatul of < i( ?it ral Hanks in 'I'rxas*. went from Hrowiipville and 
Brazoa JSantiago, invailt d llie Mexican tenitury by takin;^: advantage of tlie dis- 
order which reignc<i at Matainorau, and went and carried off a cousidcrublti 
avmber of balee of cotton (K )M).^ited at Boca del Rio Bravo bjr merchants of Mon- 
terey* on the pretence that this merchandise belonged to Americans of the 
eouthern Statet^. The p«iv<'nirnent of hin Maje.^ty ha-! charged me to call the 
moiit scrioua attention of your excellency to tln-se violaliouri of territory, which, 
connected with that which I have alnkdy had the honor to point out to you 
previously, would constitute a combination of fiiets of which I have no need 
to develop tlie importance. I therefore beg your excellt ncy to liave the good- 
ness to give nie on this' pubj«'ct Home explanations, and 1 take this OOCasion tO 
offer to you the asburaucc of my high couiiideration. 

L. DE GEOFEOT. 

Bon. WiLLUM H. Sbward, jv* 



Air. Setcard to Mr. Geofroyt 

Dbpartmknt of State, 

^Va.s/iuigtun, Ajtril 9, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 7th 
instant, stating that about the end of December and beginning of January last, 
bodies of faroops from the command of General Banks' went Irom Brownsville 
and Brazos Santiago, in Texas, into ^r< xican territory, and carried off a consid- 
erable number of bales of cotlon lodged at lioca del Rio Kiavo. In reply I 
Lave the honor to acquaint you that thi.-? department ban no knowledge, oiHcial 
or otherwise, of the proceeding referred to. Inquiry will, however, at oncc be 
made in regard to it, and such farther proceedings «nll be adopted as the resnlt 
may call for, it being the disposition of this government to maintain entire 
neutrality between the belligerents in Mexico, and its determination not to 
authorize or sanctipu any invasion of Mexican soil. 

I have the honor to be* with high consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLLkM H. SEWARD. 

lir. lu DB Geofhoy* tfi. 

Mr, Gerfroff to Mr. Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Legation of ruA.NCE to the United States, 

WatUngton, AprU 26, 1864. 

Sir; Some months since a society was formed in the city of New Orleans 
the object of which is to make enrolments and purchases of arms and ammuni- 
tion destined for Mexico. This association, openly avo\ve<l and known under 
the nai:ie of club of the Dt fenders of the ^lonroe Doctrine, D. M. D., has its 
regular meetings, duly announced by means of the newsnupers, and employs 
all measures of propagandism for raising Bubscriptions ana making proselytes. 
At its head are some Mt xican refugees, and notably a Colonel de Borden. 
Sony number of federal officers also form part of it* and Governor Hahn himself* 
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wliose opinions are known, hss been reeeired as a member. Already transnis- 

Bioua of arms and muniti li ivr In < !i directed towards tbe froutior of the Kio 
Grande, and I am assured, altliough I do not. like to believe it, with the coiini- 
vanc*' of some of the authoritir-s of the United State.-*. It suffices me to point 
out Buch tacts to your excellency. 1 liave too many evideuces of the i^crujtulous 
care yon take to cause tbe obeerraoce of the most exact nentrality in the affairs 
of Mexico, not to feel certain in advance that the government of the United 
Statt < will take the most etrcetive meastires to repress tlu-fii, and that it will, in 
an exemplary manner, dt.al .severely with tho^ie of itd ageuts wLo ehall be coa- 
victed of having taken part in ihiti. 

I seize this occasion to renew to your ezcelleney the assnrances of my high 
consideration. 

L. DE GEOFttOY. 

Hon. William H. Sewaru, ^-c. 



Mr, Setoord to Mr. Gtofroy. 

Departme.vt of Statb, 

Wathington, April 30, 1864. 

Sib ; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr note of the S6tb 

instant , relative to the alleged formation of a society at New Orleans, the object 

of wliii'li is to make «*nrolnv<'nts and purchase of arras and ammunition destined 
for Mexico, and stating that already transmissions of arms and muuitious have 
been directed towards the frontier of the Kio Grande. 

I have the honor to inform yon, in reply, that letters have been addressed by 
this departBient to the governor of Looiriana and to Major General Baok8» 
requesting an inquiry into the matters thus reported, with a view to insure a 
strict observance of neutrality on tbe part of oiiiccrs and citizens of tbe United 
States. 

Accept, sir, a renewed assnrance of my high consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Hr. L. DB Gbopboy, Sfc, 



Mr, Geojroy to Mr, Seward, — (Received May 27, 1864.) 

[Translation.] 

It seems that Brownsville, on the liio tirande, is tbe very active centre of a 
traffic in articles contraband of war, a traffic which is carried on for account of 

the aj^ents of Mr. Juarez, and that tbe federal auihoritie.-i, who are accused of 
deiivin;,' large profits from it, favor, in place of liindering it ; that (Jeneral Iler- 
ron, who commamls at Hrownsville, is f>n the best terms Avith Mr. C'ortinas, 
whom he aids wiiii ail h'lA power, by luruishing him arms, munitions, and even 
recruits, and that he loudly avows bis sympathies with the pretended govern- 
ment which he still represents at Matnmoras. Tbe collector of the federal cus- 
toms at Brownsville must be also, as it is given out, in connivance with Mr. 
Cortlnas. 

It seems that at this moment a i'hip is being laden near Boston, which is to 
carpr (0 Mexico one or two batteries of artillery, carbines, swords, and bayonets. 
Contracts for these articles, contraband of war, have been made already, some 

we« ks since, and tlie vessel which will carry them Avill. to turn a.>ii«l(*snspic!on, 
be cleared from some small port in New I'nirland. Siie will be given Brazos 
bcir destination, which is ut a short distance irom the mouth of the Kio Grande, 
and from that locality tbe cargo will be sent on its way to a point occupied by 
the agents of Mr. Juarex. # 
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Mr, Seward ia Mr, Geofroy, 

Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 

Washington f May 28, 1864. 

Sir : On the HOth of April Ini^t T had tbcTbonor to receive your note, written 
on the 2Gtli of thnl inoiitli. in wliieli yon informed me tliat n society ]ia<i Ix en 
fornied in the city of New Orleans, the object of which is to make enrohnents 
and purchases of arma and ammunition destined for Mexico. You further in- 
formed me that this association, openly avowed, and known under tbe name of 
the club of the "Defenders of the Monroe Doctrine-, D. M. D.," has its regular 
meeting.^, duly aniioum ed by monm of the newspapers, and < in[>loys all means 
of propagaudism for rai.'^int: Hiil)-cnptiuus and making proi^elytot} ; that at its 
head are some Mexican ret ugeen, and notably a Colonel De Borden. Some num- 
ber of federal officers also form part of it, and Governor Hahn himself, whose 
opinions are known, has been received as a member; that transmissions of arms 
and munitir)ns have already been directed towards the Rio Grande, and that you 
were adsured, although you did not like to believe it. that such traudmission of 
aima and munitions were made with the connivance of some of the anthorities 
of the United States. 

I loft no time in bring;ing the compl iiiifs wbicli you thus preferred, in their 
full cflVct, to the knowledp'of Major General Hatiks, who i-^ in ccunniaiid of (he 
United States forces west of the Missitssippi, and also to the knowledge of hid 
excellency Michael Hahn, the governor of the State of Louisiana. 

I have now the honor to inform you that 1 h ive received from the governor 
of Louisiana an official comminiicatinn in nlatinn to ihc^r com[daints, of the 
effect foilowinj^. namely: that tlit rc a snci* ty or club in New ( )ilf'ans under 
the name of the "Defenders of the Monroe Doctrine;" that his excellency Michael 
Hahn is not a member of the club, or of any similar association ; that the pre- 
siding officer of the dub ij* Cnlonel F. N. D. S. Horden, who is understood to be 
a loyal citizen of the republic of Mexico ; that the only citizens of New Orleans 
who are known to the governor ar^ Ik longing to the club are a few young men 
t>f no considerable iulluence ; that the object of the club, eo far as the governor 
has been able to ascertain it» is to bring moral influences to bear upon tbe gov- 
ernment of the United States in favor of a maintenance of the Monroe doctrine, 
but not to act in violali 'ii i f the law, or of the well-understood {governmental 
policy of neutrality, in tlie war which exir^tt* between Franc*^ and Mexico; that 
so far 06 the governor has learned, there has been neither any enrolment of men 
nor any subacriptions of money by the club, or by any other association, for the 
purposes of war in Mexico. Nor have any arms, ammunition, or men been sent 
there through any as^^ociatioti of ])ersoas in the State of Louisiana, 80 far as the 
governor ktu)W8, or has even heard. 

I am further assured by his excctlcncy that he cordially co-operates with the 
Other public officers in Louisiana in carrying out the known instructions and 
wishes of the President and this department, and in observing and enforcing the 
]>roviHion!^ of the law relating to the neutrality of the United States in the wax 
between France and Mexico. 

It remains only to assure your excellency that this department reposes implicit 
confidence in tbe statements of Governor Hahn, and, consequently, that there 
have been no such violations of the neutrality of the United States in New Oc^ 
leans a?, through misinformation, your excellency ha.'» been led to represent. 

Accept, sir, a renewed assurance of my vcrv high consideration. 

WILLIAM n. SEWARD. 

Mr. L. DB Gbopboy, Sfc, 
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Seward to Mr. Ge^roy. 

Department ot State* 

Washington, June 21, 1 864. 

SfR: With reference to tlie raemorandum, without date, relative to an alleged 
tratlic in articles contraband of war, throujrh Brownsville, on the Rio Grande, 
with the agents of I'residcut Juarez, which was received from the legation of 
France on the 27tli ultimo, I have tbe honor to state, for yonr infonnation, that 
Major General Banks, to whom a translation of that paper was coniimuiicated» 
has apprised me that the subject hiii* n ceivcd attention ; tliat arrests have been 
made, and that good^ have Ix t n seized upon the su[)pOi*itioTi tliat they were des- 
tined for a contraband trade with Mexico ; that Major General McClernaod, 
commanding tbe 13th army corps, bein^ absent in consequence tsi sicknesf^ has 
requested that Migor General Uerron will b(> assigned to the command of that 
corpf, and hit« quarters will < -^faliliHlied in tin' State of Louisiana! 

Accept, sir, the renewed assurance of my high con^icb rat ion. 

WILLIAM U. SEWARD. 

L. DE Gbopboy, S[t. 



Mr* Seward to Mr, Cfeqfroy, 

DePABTMEXT op STATBr 

Washington, June 28* 1864. 

Sill: Referring to your note of the 26tb of A])ril last, and to my replies of 
the :jOth of that niontli and 2Srli ultimo, in regard to the formation of a pociety 
at New Orleans, under the name of the club of the Defenders of the Moun>e 
Doctrine^ and to the alleged objects and proceedings of that association, I have 
now the honor to acquaint you that I nave received information from Miyor 
General Banks corroborating tbe statements made by bi.'' excellency Governor 
ITalni, wbicb were imparted to you in my n(»to of tbe 28tli ultimo. General 
Banks i'urther reports that if there are any federal officers connected with the 
before-named society, they are not men influence or character. Officers may 
have been led, in some instances, to associate themselves with it out of motives 
of c'urio!<it\-, lint have abandoned the organization as soon as its unlawful char- 
acter and pur]iose8 became known ; that a Colonel Van Zandt, one of the per- 
bons lately arrested, has been dismissed from the service. If enlisted men are 
oonnectcd with it* they are without influence, and in manj instances of disrep- 
ntnblc character; that as a C()nd)ination this association is nnimportant in its 
influence upon international relations, but that there are some dangerous men 
connected with it ; that they had before and since ibc receipt of my communi- 
cation to Major General Banks, of the 30th of April, been under close surveillance ; 
that their objects are to enlist men, and, p^aps, to obtain arms and other ma- 
terials for offensive demonstrations in Mexico or elsewhere ; that it is quite as 
likely, Ijowever, to be intended to further tbeir owji ambitious personal projects 
and fortunes as to interfere in the aiiairsof Mexico or any other nation; thataa 
arrest of these parties was made at tbe earliest moment when proof could be ob- 
tained of that purpose ; that the steamer Crescent, upon which they had taken 
passage for Brownsville, was seized u few days since by Brigadier General 
j3owen, provost marshal general, and the departure of tbe expedition prevented. 

In conclusion. Major General Banks reassures me that every precaution will 
be taken to avoid any unlawful interference with the afeirs of Mexico, in viola- 
tion of the policy of this government, as defined in my instructions to him. 

Accepti sir» a renewt^ assurance of my highest consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Mr. L. DB GEOFao\. 
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Mr, Geqfroy to Mr. ISeicard. 
tTmulatioD.] 

Lboation of France to thr United States, 

Washington, June 22, 1864, 
Sir: T liave rocoivod tlir> note wliicli yon diM me the honor to nrldress to mo 
yesterday, to announce to me that the memorandum which I remitted to your 
excellency on the 27th of last month, on the snbjeet of shipments of arms and 
monitionB to Mexico by tlie frontier of the Rio Grande, having been commnni- 
cited to Major General Banks, that officer liad just informed your excellency 
tliat he had given his attention to the atl'air, and in consequence had cati'sed the 
eeizuro of dome articles tfui^pected of being contraband of war, de:itiued to Mex- 
ico ; and besidee, that Qeneral Herron hA been called to the position of (Gen- 
eral McClernand, in command of the 13th corps, who wonld have his headqaar^ 
ters in Louisiana. 

I hasten, pir, to tliank you for the new^, and am going to communicate it to 
the government of the Emperor, which will appreciate, no doubt, as i myself 
do, both the ppemptitode of yonr excellent in sending these orders to Neir 
Orleans, and the diligence of Major General Banks in exeenting them. 

Accept, sir, the assturaneo of. my high consideration. 

L. BE GEOEKOr. 

lion. William 11. Seward, 

Mr, Geofroy to Mr. Seward. 

[TransUtion,] 

Leuatiun of Fbancb to thk'Umtkd States, 

Washington, July S, 1S64. 

Sir : I liave the honor to communicate to you the extract from the despatch 
of his Majesty's consul at San Francisco, which points out to me shipments of 
powder and arms to Mexico, which wonld take place from Galifoniia, at the 

instigation of an agent of Juarez, named Vepa. and I beg your excel Iciicy will 
be 80 good as to addret^a to the authorities of that State orders analogous to 
those which stopped in Louisiana movements of the like nature. 
Accept, sir, the assurance of my high consideration. 

L. D£ GEOFBOY. 

JXon. WlLUAM H. SjiWABD, ifC, 



Mr, QttKtU to Mr. Geo/roy. 
[Tniaslatioa.] 

San Feancisco, Jmu 10, 1864. 

Since the <lepartnrc of Mr. James, oiUector of the customs at Sun Francisco, the deputy 
oollector, who replaceci him, Mr. Ciishiniui, h:iK tlie air of receiving %vith v,u-ixi earnestneas 

niy C'inirniinicati(»ria for hiieli rinc the 8hi[)T:i< ut of annn, gunpowder, auti articlcH contra- 
band of war, dwstiiicd for Mcxiaiu ports, but tin: sum ul it is, that he doea oothiug to »top 
th«m. 

There is h<^' re a Mr xican ppncrnl n«mcd Do Vega, who has conip with money to get 
ready aruiiuix ut* in lavor of ex-l'rchiiirut Juarez ; he purchases small vokcIs, loads tliem 
with arms and gunpowder, and applies at the cuttOOl- house, through hi8 agent«, to clear 
these v( «s< ls for the river Colorado, wliere there are Kcveral Aineriean settieiueiilK. Tn 
this ni niucr the vessels get away with the pormisyiioa of the custom house, and uuder any 
pretext touch at Boine points on the Mexican OiOf-t, where they land their cargoes. ThuBf 
quite lately, the American achoooer Potter, cleaied on these oonditions, pat ashore at 
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Guayamiia 2,500 tarrels of prnnpowder and fire-arms. I complain bitterly of these subter- 
fuges to the local authoritieti. I ask the deputy collector to exact securitj from the fittem 
out of v«fieels laden with articlei contraband of war, and cleared for the American porta on 
the bankK of tho Colorado ; ho prumises mc munntiiins un<I inimcles, but I do uot obtain 
from liim any positive result. The chief of police only, Mr. burke, actively 8eGond« my 
iuvcbtigations. 

CAZOITE, 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Qtofroy. 

DfiPABTMBNT OF StATE, 

Wa»hinqtim July 0, 1864. 

Sir : With reference to tbe memorandum, withmit date, which waa reeeived 
at this department from his Imperial MajeBty's lec^ation, and which related, 

among othor things, to a trade in articles contraband of war between l^rown.i- 
ville and Matamoras, and with reference also to my reply of the 2l8t uUiino, I 
now have the honor to enclose, in further reply, a copy of a communication of 
tbe 8th instant from the Seerc^ry of the Treasnrj, nrom which it appears that 
you have heen miBinformed. 
Aocept, sir, a renewed assuanee nimj high conBideratinn. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Mr. L. Db Geofroy. 

Ji^. Mlumim.to Mr, Saaard, 

T^UAnniT Ddakivkkt, July 8, IdSi. 

Rib : Tour commnnfcatfon of May 28, encloslnf translation of a memorandiim from Mr. 

L. de Geofroy, chnrcf^ <1"MT;iir(>s of Fnuuc. rel.ifivf to " ;in alleged trade \i\ articles contra- 
band of war with Mexico, through the port of Brownsville, Texas," was duly received and 
referred to the offloers of thls'departbient at Brownavttle for report. 

I now have the honor to trftiismit copy of tlir rof orto (if the acting: collector of tbe COS- 
tom8 at Browusville and the assistant special agcut for the district of Texas. 
Very reapeotfully, 

W. P. FF>S«^EXDEN, 

Sicrdary tht Tr«amrjf» 

Hon. Wiuuujc E. Sbwabd, Steretary qf iSlflte. 



Mr. Bnekinriigtto Mr, Om. 

Tnumttx Dkpartmcnt, 

IVashtn;jUm, June 2, 1864. 

Bia : I have the honor to acknowledge the reeeipt of ronr favor of the 1st. enclosing a 
communication from tho Hon. Secrctiiry of Stiite, t<.>;,'ctiier wilh the mcmoraudum from 
the charge d'atT.iir>-8 of France. 

I left Brownsville, Texas, ahont the 7th ultimo. Tp to that time no coods contraband 
of war had been sent into .Mexico or ttold i<> thf ni^nts of the Mexican govtrnmcnt. 

I do not know of a single article oontraliatpl < >t war Invini: come to the port of Brazoe do 
Santiago and feel Kiire tli it trade in contraband guods could not exist, even to a very 
limited extent, without my knowledge. 
Beveotfolly, ftc, 

a. W. BRK/'KINRinOR. 

AtaulaiU Specuii Age>U. 

Bod. 8. P. Cnaas, Seerdarjl qtOk fhnanfy. 

Mr. irer<A«vloR ta Mr, Chatt, 

TaiAsoaT DiPAanmrr, Jim 26, 1864. 

Sir : T have the honor to ncUnowle.^ir.' the receipt of communication dated May 28, De- 
partment of State, enclosing u memorandum fr<»m the French charge d'ailalvei oonceming 
a trade in munitions of war alleged to be carried on between BrownsTiller TesaB, and 
Matamoraa, Mexico. 
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In reply to the surmise, I have only to rrport that till the last of Hay I was daily and 

COnntaiitly nt BnnvnBville, in charpc of the cii^f<rin b use nlTairs, :m«l I am certain that no 
soch tnule t•xi^tc«i ; in fact, the sulc trade we \md was vtlLh ^'c\v Orlcaus, a city itself un- 
der martial law, and from whence no such supplies could lie drawn. 

As for the cotM.ivarice of the collector of the customH, it is im^lcK-' to Tr'fute, as he has no 
discretionary powers in Kuch muttert}. 8bonM munitions of war arrive at iLe port of 
Brasos de 8anti^i(o, they will come under the authority of the proi>er authorities ; sboald 
they net h;ivc ih<^<c nnthorizjitioDS they wnnld. of course, be neized as contraWuul 

As regards the heading of a vessel or vefisc-itj near liobton with munitions fur Mexico, I 
know nothing, nor have I ever heard of soch a scheme. 

I would aIi>o iK'g leave to refer you to the monthly reports of exports and iin]Mirts, which 
show «U the business of that dt-iMrtnieDt, to see bow fallacious are any such rei)orts. 
With the most high respect, Slc, 

CHAKLES WORTniNOTON. 
Special Agent and Acting C'oUtctor, 

Hon. 8. P. ChaHi 8ta4arjf ^Of Trtatmy. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Geofroy. 

Dki»aut.me.\t of State, 

WathingUnh July 14, 1864. 

StR : I have the honor to aelcnowleclge tbe receipt of your commtiiiieatioii of 

the 8tli inptnnf, n portiuj; contemplated shipmentH of powder and arms from 
Californiii ty> Mcxii i>, an<i, iii reply, to inform you that the attention of the prOper 
department?* %viil be immediately called to the matter. 

Accept, sir, a renewed assiuraQce ui'my high consideration. 

WILUAM H. SEWABD. 

Mr. L. DB Gboproy, tfe. 



Mr, Geqfrojf to Mr. iSeward.— (Received August 27» 1864.) 

[Trainlallon.] 

Recent advicee, brought from Mezieo to the government of the Emperor, have 
apprised him that very ^ravo events, the responHihility for which would fall upon 
the ^ovf-rnment of the United States if it ne;;lected to take them into serious 
consideration, would again be brought about at Matamoras. A great number of 
federals, after having evacuated Brownsville, have, as it seem^, passed the Rio 
Bravo and put tbemaelvea at the disposal of Mr. Cortinas. This chief would 
also have received a considerable supply of arms and munition, despatched from 
Amr nVnu territory. If these adviceg are true, aa it seem."? there is no ground to 
douht, there must Lave been there a violation of neutrality, which of itself alone 
would give sufficient ground for reclamation on tbe part of the government of 
the Emperor. But the life of French subjects has ceased to be respected hj the 
party dominant at Matamoras; two of tliem, .-is it seems, had been shot by order 
of ^Ir. Cortinas, It will, thiTcforc, hv the dutv of th<' jrovernment of the Km- 
per to prote.^'t the more energetically against the support given iu i]x\6 circum- 
stance to its advertiaries. 



Mr, Gefijroy to Mr, iSet0ar<Z^(Received September %, 1864.) 

nVanslatlon.] 

A firaudnlcnt shipment of arm.^. dc-^tined for ^lexico, took place at San Fran- 
cisco at the close of the mouth of July. A portion of it wad t^eized through the 
efforts of Colonel James, eolleetor of the customs at that city, upon the su^^gcra- 
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turn of his Majes^s eoQBiil; tlie residiie, ennnierated in the invoice annezedt 
was got out of the way and shipped on a small vessfl, which, by the latf?t ac-- 
counta, mupt be anchored, it i? f=aid, in one of the coves of the bay of .S.-m Fran- 
cisco. When prescribing to Colonel James the most active search upon this 
snbject, tbe Department of State is begged to recoromend to bim to cause con- 
Ftant watch to be kept on the conduct of 8 certain General Yega, wbo ii at San 
Franciscot tbe agent for tbia sort of operations. 



nVMUlaUoo.] 

^Moto^f MawAoRiMe m lib autam pMk tton to my order, {ord<r <^ Qmend Vega.) 
For the river Colorado : 

BMkafe. 

ouKvof Entield rifles 77 

79 

t« 

74 

76 



Hnrlied. 

Guadcliipr- Mining Co,, 
GiUijrtuuas. 



EBperanza Mining Co., 
Quayamas. 



Saa Jnan Mining Co., 
Ouayamas. 



do. 


» do. 


do. 


dOa 


do« 


dOk 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do 


do* 


do. ■ 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


«ilo. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


<!o. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


heavy carbines 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Field rides .. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


<lo. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


d.). 


do. 


do. 


do. 




Eofleld rifle.. 


do. 


do. 



120 
105 
U 
70 
70 



81 106 
8S 50 



89 

91 

92 



70 
70 

C4 



93 120 

94 S80 

120 

83 100 

86 80 

87 370 

84 56 

85 100 

88 60 
90 114 

106 400 

107 84 

108 69 

95 100 



97 
98 



70 
70 



99 120 

100 119 



101 
1U2 
103 
1U4 
105 

96 



120 
100 
70 
70 

r.o 

40 
60 



i^on — Tbe packages above CDumerated are now shipped on a small vcrael moored at 
some pt^t in the hay of 8a& FimnciMio. 

8av FaAifOuoo, Juiif f 1, 1864. 

Sxamlned: 

CAZOriK Cvruul qf J^anoo, 

[I. a] 
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Mr. Gtcfroy to Mr, Seward. 
[Tmnalfttion.] 

Montreal, Canada, Septemler 23, ISGi. 

T)bar Sib : I liavo no otlier information in relation to that >v]iich has just 
occurred at Brownsville than what is contained in the p.'»per. Whatever the 
causes which have led to it, it would seem, if we are to beiiovo them, that the 
Mexican chief, Cortanas, has entered the territory of the United States with a 
corps of troops, to which, it is said* he has even given, of his own authority, the 
flag of the Union. This last act shows a boldness for which be, no doubt, will 
have to account to the federal government. That which interests me is that ho 
be disarmed, and doea never leave the American territory to make some incur- 
sion with his men on the right bank of the Kio Grande. I am sure, in ad- 
vance, that npon the first intelligence of this affair yon will have sent to Texas 
the strictest orders, in orJt r tli.it tlio duties which vicinage and neutrality re- 
quire be strictly observed by tbc otficers of the federal forces in that part of 
the country ; and 1 have no need of insisting upon the grave responsibility 
which the latter might entail upon their government if, in contempt of their iu- 
BtrnetioDB, they should permit these reragees to station themselves upon the 
ficontier, and there to commit acts of hostility, directly <u indireeily; thereto 
prepare expeditions, transfers of men and munitions ; and, finally, there to ren- 
der aid in any manner to the party in arms in the interior of ^fexico against 
the troops of his Majesty. 1 will only remark to you that thid recent act, 
when i* shall he known in Paris, will make more pressing the demand for ex- 
planations, which I have recently been charged to address to you on the sub- 
ject of tbr I t lations, not very intimate, which previously exinted between Cor- 
linas and .some generals of thi; United Stntc-^, from one bank to the other of the 
Rio Grande, aud particularly upon the sale of arms belonging to the govern- 
ment of the Uniteii States which was made by these latter to that chief. I 
wonld therefore ihank yon to hasten the reply which you have been pleased to 
promise me upon this subject, at the same time that you will enable me to mako 
known to II. Drouyn de Lhuys the measures you may have taken respecting 
Cortinas and his band. 

If yon should think that my presence should be immediately necessary at 
"Wa-^hington, I would thank you to telegraph it to me at the consulate general 
of hi:^ Majc'^ty at Quebec, as late as Tuesd.iy next, the 27th, and after that at 
New York, at the Brevoort House, where 1 propose to remain until the 4th of 
October, and thence send oti' my mail. 

Accept, dear sur, the renewed assurance of my high consideration, and of my 
devoted sentiments. 

U D£ GEOFKOY. 

Hon. William H. Sbwaro, 4c- 



Mr. Seward to Mr* Geofroy. 

Dbpartmhnt ok Statr, 

\Va*hin^:(un, Sfpternbcr 30, 1SG4. 

Sib } Your note from Montreal, on the 23d, waa received here on the 26Lb 
instant. 

When I saw the earlier newspaper reports of an alleged entrance of General 
Cortiilas within the territory of the United States, I deemed them improbable 
and unreliable. The only official inf<irmntioa upon the sulject which has been 
received is a statement contained in a report made by Major General Cauby to 
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the Secretary of War. V\>'n\ receiving that atatcment I immediate! j trans- 
mitted to Mr. Dayton a dctijmtcli containing tlie ^nmc ^t tli'incnt. of wliu h I now 
givp yon a copy for yonr inform, it ion. Snljf<e(jucnt ncvv.-'itaper publicatiunt* di^- 
crcdil the original rumors in the moat esacDtial parts ; the latter, however, like 
the first, are ragne and ansatiefiictoi^. I have, therefore, addressed myself, 
through the War llr partraent, to Major General Canby, and requested a Ml 
etiitcmcnt of the frvt>. and at the same tinio, altiion^li deeming it »jni!o nnne- 
ccs.><ary, I have, by command of the Prei*id('nt, rfncwcd the injnnctiou ii« retoture 
given, that the military forces of the United IStates must neither commit, nor 
snfibr within the jurisdiction of the United States, any violation of the neutrality 
of this gOTernment in the conflict now going on in Mexico. 
Accept* sir, the assurance of my very high consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Mr. DK Geofroy, 4^. 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Oe^roy, 

Depaktmk.nt of State, 

IVas^tington, October 15, 186-4. 

Mr. Seward presents hiR compliments to Mr. Geofroy, and has the honor to 
communicate, for his information, a copy of a report of the 1 oth of Septemher, 

and of its accompanimentR, addressed to ^lajor General Banks by Major General 
Canby, relative to the recent events which have taken place ou the Uio Grande. 



Mr, DoM to Mr, Stward, 

DiPABTif NIT OF Stats, 
WaAii^tm CUy, Nrnxmber I, 18M. 

Sir : I trntiBmit, herewith, hy direction of the S^-cretvry of War, the ei>dt>«.'d ropr of 
the latest report received hy Major Ueneral Canby, commaDiling the military Uiviiuuu of 
the West MtmiMiiipi, onnoemlng iiff«in on the Rio Onmde frontier, and by him famiflbad, 
at your request, for your information. 

I have the hooor to be, sir, yuur ob«Uicot gervant, 

C. A. DANA, 
^Mml AcrtCory ^ Far. 

Hun. WuxiAX H. Sbwaju>, Secretary </ StaU, 



Qmmd Cbniy to Otiund Baukt, 

HBASQUAaTitBS Military TMvim i\ or West Misji^aipn, 

Xew OfUnns, Louisiana, ScyUmbtr 15, 1864. 

General : The correspondence of Colonel Day, in reltttion to the Mexiciia force untier 
Cortioas, has been received. Colonel Day's action, so for as it is known here, accunid 
with our neutral obligations, and is approvetl. The Mexican refugees are entitled to an 
asylum io our territ<iry when they deliver up th.-ir arms and mtmitionB, and restore any 
prisouers or Ixjoty that tliey may liavc taken from tlie French. 

They will not be received ii to the service of the United States for service on the Rio 
Gri»iii!t' front'cr, but may be pnli>ted for ih'* f^enenl ^''rviec In this ease they will bo heiit 
to thin city, either Ixfore or after enlistment, to l>e <>igimi/x?d, armeil, and tM^uipi>ed Their 
enli-tmcnt may be for one, tw,», or three years, but preferably for the shorter tenOf and 
their duty thereuffcr will W dctertninc-il )>v the rircumst.iiii i s of the i-ervice. 

An an armed enemy of Frauce, thid loreu will not bo tolerated in our territory ; and if 
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thU be the iuk'nlion of CortIna«, the commfttnlinj? officer will be instnicte l to regaid, and, 
ati fur as bis power extCDda, to treat liis force a« fueiiiies of the Uiiitcl Stat«,*8, 

Yoa will plenM lutriict Ooloncl Dny, or the comoiander at Bruos Santia:<o, accordingly, 
and in tlie continponcy of any of Cortinas's force ent«rin^ our scrvkv?, give the necessary 
Instructions in relation to enlistment, transfer to this city, and the dispotiition to be made 
of private property. The public property of the Mexican gOTeroment remaiiu, of OOaCM, 
in the custody of the l'iiit<-d Stut^ s nntil dis|v>«ie(! of bj pcopor antboiity* 

Very respectfully, your obedient aecvaut, 

ED. R. B. OAKBT, 

Major Goaeml N. P. Banks, 

Omumndtnff Dipartment if Uu Oi^f, Ifm CMmit, JwiWaiM. 

Official: 

C. T. cnillSTENSF.N, 
iMutemai^ Qtltmetf AmuuUhU A^uUaA OwhL 

k oop7 WM tranamlUed to tba A^jatant Geaenl of the anny, September 17, 1864. 



HBADQUA.RTKR8 UNITED SlAni FOROCS, 

BroM SanHa^^ Skeoi, October 9, 1864. 

Majob : I have the honor to transmit the following report of affiilrs at this poi^l : 

Kvf-rything ha« Ix rii <it!it't t-irV f the dat<' of niy last report— the enemy not liavlng been 
seen. I have retx-ived intormatiuu from Mr. ri<-rce, consul nt Matamoras, al^o fiom other 
soaroee, that the rebels are greatly diiafipaiiited at the turn whUAk Mexican allidre have 
taken at Hatamonw. They had cxt'crrod thit they would be nb!e to purchiwe or by pome 
means obtidn po(>.<)e:«ion of a part of the artillery, which was at that place, from Cortinas. 
The enrrender of Oorttnas to Mejia. and his acknowledgment of the authority of Max!- 
milifin, of courHC destroyed all mch anticipHtions. I have undtrsto.»il that many tempting 
proposals were ma^le by Ford to Coriiuas, with a view to obtain part of the artillery, ail 
of which were steadily refuned. 

On the 29th of September Mejia took por^esrion of Matarnoras on the foUowin.,' terms : 

No French were to be allowed to enter thec ty, and all French troops were to leave 
Bagdad, and the snrrender nude to Mexican troope alone. These terms were carried out. 
Tiif French troops at B.t;.ril!id have been withdrawn to their ves>* Is. and the pltu'.* occupied 
by Mexican forces. I am unable to determine whether this state of affairs is favorable to 
the interests of the United States or not. I have been informed by some Mexican refagees, 
lately from Matamoms, that a confederate flap wastlying at that phice, and th-it confe«lerate 
officers are recetve^I witli great cordiality on the part of Mejia. The instructions received 
by me through the <!t partment headquartors with regard to Mexican refugees have hoen 
earn: i nr, Thf refii:,'<e« appear to be very well plea.-- 1 v, il, ;!je manner in which they 
have bei-n treated, and many are enlisting in the Unitni St.ttej* service for the perio<l of 
one year. All the olhc»'rs, and most of the men, howercr, Lave a desire to return to their 
homes a8 peaceable citi/.cnsof Mexico, and I anticipate a request from Mejia that they bft 
pllowed to do 8o. If t<uch a requo.-^t ]>.• uuuie, I shall allow them to return unarmed, on 
condition that we secure some remuneration for the subiistence furnished. 

The health of the troops under my command Is steadily improrlng, and I am confident 
that ere loti,; ul! .-iyniptoms of sairvy will dinj^ppear. 

The bteumcr Alliuucu arrived here last Houday morning, the 3d instant. During; the 
night of the same day she experienced a severe ** norther," and was blown on shore. 
She not bvinj; able to get off until thi- morning accouDts for the del.iy of my dcsputchea. 

Hoping that this will meet with your approval, I am, very respectfully, your obedient 
savant, 

H M, DAY. 
Ookndt Commanding LiuUd Staita Forcet* 

MljOT QlOBOl B. 0BAKI, 

Auktant A-yvtrnt Omtntf IhftaimoA of C.nif, 

Brtuoa Santiago^ Duaa, 

Official: 

GEORGE. B. DRAKE, 
Mii^ md JmUad A4fuUuit OmmL 
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Mr. G^roy to Mr* Sewardm 
|lteiifllatioa.] 

Lboation of Francb to thb Unitbo Statbs, 

WtukmgUm, Odober 17, 1864. 

Sir: I have received tlie copy of the report addressed to Major General 
Banks by Major General Caiiby, which you did nn- tbc honor to send me the 
day before ycfJlcrday, and thank you lor the conimuuicatit)u. 

It appears to mc, from reading this document and accompanying papers, that, 
while reeoenising and understanding from the oataet what dutiea neutrality im* 
posed on them, the military authorities of the Gulf have not, however, entirdy 
resisted the application made by refugee Mexicati? to be admitted into the army 
of the United Stuter*. It mifjlit even be inferred from the report of Colonel Day 
and Major George 13. Drake, dated September 14, that the lirst idea of this en- 
listment came from him, and that it had been suggested to. them by his orders. 
On his part. Major General Canby, thinking to remove all inconTenienoe hj 
bringing to New Orleans thes^e refugees, who are held under amiB» has only suc- 
ceeded in opening the way for greater difficulty. 

Kew Orleans is (your excellency is not ignorant of the fact) the place where 
are prepared, and from which depart, clandestine expeditions bound for Mexico, 
which the United States government has been obliged to arrest not long since ; 
no place could, therefore, be more ill chosen to kerp togeth< r a body of Mexi- 
cans tranfsfornu'd into United States soldiers. The succor the Inderal govcra- 
meut will derive from such recruits is, to my mind, problematiuil ; the embar- 
rassments they may occasion are much more plain. 

I doubt not your excellency may be ^tituik with these remarks, which the 
government of the Emperor has offered on its part to the envoy of the United 
States at Tarit*, and I am gratified to hope that you will advise the adoption, 
by the military commander in the (jiulf, of measures which can give uo room for 
any objection. 

Accept, sir, the assurance of my high consideration. 

L. D£ G£OF£OY. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabo, ^ 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Geofrojf* 

Dbpartmext op Statk, 

Washington^ October 24, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 17th 
ini?tant, which relates to the proceedings of the military authorities of the 
United States in the department of the (julf, in regard to the forces of Cortina^, 
and, in reply, to inform you that your comments and suggestions on the subject 
will receive due attention. 

Accept, sir, a renewed assurance of my highest consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Iklr. L. DE Gbofroy, ifc 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Qeofroy. 

Dbpartmfat ok State, 

W asiungton, Octoher 25, 16(34. 
Bib : With reference to the informal memorandum, without date, which you 
left at this department on the 27th of August hiet, relating to reports that citi- 
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tens of the ITnitecl States, after evacoating Brownsville, have plaeed themtelves 
at the disposal of the Me xican G«>ti(;ral Curtinas, and that arms and aTnmiinition 
have siIao been fm nisliid to the Mexicans, I have the honor to enclose, in nply, 
a copy of a ooimnuuication on tlw 2l»t iii8tant from the War Department, from 
which it would bcem that, happily, the reports which had reached the imperial 
govornmentt which gave occasion for the menkorandam, were inconect. 
Acceptt sur, a renewed assuranoe of my high consideration. 

WlLLIAai H. SEWARD. 

21r. L. DK GeofroY) ^c. 



Mr, iXina to Mr. Sewtud, 

Wak Dktartmknt, 
Washington UUy, OctoUr 21, 1864. 

Sib : In reference to your communication of August 29, 1864, transmitting a complaint 
from Mr. Cieofruy, charg6 d'affiiire^t of Praaoe, to the effiict that citizens of loyal States 
bavd uuIi'^tiMl in the wrviro of ('ortinaa, and that arm?* and Hin'nunition have hern fur- 
nlftbed to the Mexicans. 1 am ilirecle 1 by the SecreLiry of War to resipe. tfully call your 
attention to the report of Major General Herron, commamlini; Unite<l .States forOBt on th« 
Rio (intiide, transmitted to thi^ dt-piirtmeut by Major Geticnil K U. S. Canbj« OOmnund' 
ing division ul wet>t Alueiit>t;ippi, and a copy which ib herewith euclotMxl. 

Krom thiri report it will appear that the statements referrvd to bj Gaofioy are entlrelj 
nefuunded 

1 have thu honor to be, sir, your obudieot servant, 

a k, DAKA, 
JjuklttHt Aarats y fFor. 

Hun. WuxiAM U. Ss^VAHi), ikadary ^ Siat4. 



OtntT'il Herron to LieuUnaiU Coiond CUruUnun. 

fiSADQUAnns DlSTBTCr or Baton Bocob and P irt I{iTn<<ON, 

MaUm Jioufft, Luuauina, H^u^nUr 24, 1864. 

Coiont : The letter of Hon. W. H. Bewan), Secretary of State, to Hon. B. H. Stanton, 

Becietiiiyof War, under date of August 29, 1884, covering traii^Ialioti of a communication 
received at Washington bj the reproMntative of the JSmperor of the French, in regard to 
oertaiD occorrenoes mid to have taken plaoe on the Bio Grande, and whidi has been 
referred to me for report, has been received. There id nJthingspecUle in the cfaarg«aand 
Statements made upon which to make a detailed report. 

With reference to the great namber of fe lerals Mid to have oroesed Into Matamoras after 
the evacuation of Brownsville, I would stale that there were not six citizens of the United 
states left in Brownsville when I witbdi'ew the troops from that place. I had Rent all 
persons, men, women, and children, to New Orleans. Some few Mexicans, wlio hod been 
livtDg on the eaut side of the Uio Grande, may probably have crosised into Mexico, but I 
know the number must tiave been small, fur i had previomtly shipped a great m ij>jrity of 
even the Mexicaos to Kew Orleans ; I mean such as resided on our side of the river. I 
have been conatantly in receipt of advices from Matamoras i*ince the evacuation of Browns- 
ville, and bad such ocottrreuces as the above taken place I would oertainlj have heard 
something of it. 

With reference to the aims and ammunition said to have gfliio Into Mexico from 
American territory, 1 would undertake to say, in the most positive manner, that nothing 
of the kind took place from January 1, 18G4, to August 1, 1804, the period of my admin- 
istration on the Bio Qiande ; nor did anything oocnr tiiat wonid warrant oven a nunor 

of such a thing. 

It seems to me that when such charges are made, involving, as they do, the reputation 
of officers of the United States army, some kind of proof should aooompaoy the charges ; 
but these statements being so general, I can do nothing mora than make a mere denial 
of the whole. 
Xlksre is neither tmth in the report nor ground for it. 

I am, with great respecti yonr obedient servant, 

F. A. HERRON, Mtgor QerureU. 

Llsnt. Colonel 0. 8. CHRi9rB?<sE.v, 
47 D C * * 
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Mr» Qtofroy to Mr. Seuard. 
[TnoBlation.] 

LfiOATiOiN OF France to the United States, 

New Ttork, N&vember 12, 1864. 

SiB: It would apiKor, agreeably to the information wbicli has reached the 

SOTerament of the kmperor from various quarters, that ex-Pl^sident Joarez 
as not abandoned the project of isi^niug^ h'tters of mar(]^u<' against our com- 

TTifrcp, and tha' fix lo nrc bcinp^ constructed in the ports of the United Stnfi J'. 
e.opeciallj at Mew Orleans uud ut ban Francisco, vessels destined to cruise for 
his account. 

I bring this fact to the knovledge of your ezcellencj, not supposing, how- 
ever, that the federal government, had It learned it from another source, would 
not have imnicdiatcly taken measHreg to prevent the departure of these vesselst 
which is announced ai* very near at hand. 

If, however, the good faith of the authorities of the United States being 
overreached, these vessels should take the sea, I must infonn jon that the 
government of his M^lesty oould not» in any ease, recognise in them the char- 
acter of privateer. 

Mr. Juarez cannot hereafter be Hcrion^ly conf^idered a chief of a government 
The supreme authority in Mexico has no lunger at this time, and fur those who 
are the least impartial, any other real representative than the sovereign called 
by events to the head of that country. Mr. J uarez, whatever may have been 
his former position. Itaf*, therefore, to-day, neither tlie title nor the character to 
issue letters of marque. Tlio?e witli l;e f^hould attempt to supply Ameri- 

can or other vessels, beiog henceturth without vahie, would expose these vessels 
and their crews to be treated purely and simply as pirates. 

In instructing me to make this declaration to your excellency, the government 
of his Majesty has, nevertlu h ^s, no other intention than that of enabling that 
of the United States to pyv this notice ajjain, in due season, to those of its citi- 
zens who may have entertained, or who are ready to entertain, propositions of 
Juarez or those of his agents. 

Accept, sir, the assurances of my high consideration. 

L. D£ GEOFROY. 

Hon. William H. Sswabo, Sfc 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Geofroy, 

Department of Statk, 

Washington, November 18, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of ronr note of the 12th 
instant, by which I am informed that the imperial government of France hns 
leariu d from various quarters that the President of the United States of Mexico 
(by you described as ez^President) has not abandoned the project of issuinsp 
letters of marque apiinst French commerce, and that there are oeing constructed 
in the ports of the United Stnte-<, esprcially at New Orleans and at San Fran- 
Xjisco, vessels designed to cruise for his account. 

In reply, I am at liberty to inform you tiiat this government has no knowl- 
edge of the design which is thus ascribed to the President of Mexico, nor has it 
any information that any such vessels are building, as ia supposed, in either of 
the two ports you have specially designated, or in any other port of the United 
States. The vi<rilaiice f>f ])nblic olTu-cis is such as to inspire a confident belief 
that the inlormatiou which the Emperor's government has received is erroneous. 
Kevectheless, for greater security of the present neuUality of the United States, 
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that iiifonnation will be ppecially pubraitted to tlif proprr ngonts in New Orleans 
and San Francisco, with renewed injunctions tor ilie discovery and prevention 
of the arming or tilting out of vesselb-of war to depredate on French commerce. 
Similar proceedinga will be adopted in relstion to other ports upon my receiying 
any infonnation of unlawful de.>«i^ns orenterprisea afoot therein. 

It peems unnecessary to di^cTi-'~> the question you have raised, whether the 
Pre.-*ideJit of Mexico has a ri^^ht, by the law of nations, to grant letters of 
marque, inasmuch as this government peremptorily exacts perfect neutrality 
from citisens of the United States in the Mexican war. 

Acceptf air, a renewed aBSorance of my high cont^ideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Mr. L. DB Geopboy, ^c. 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Geofroy, 

Department of State, 

Washington, November 26, 1864. 

Slit: I have the honor to Inform yon that on the 3d of September last a 

translation of the memornndnra and of the accompanying invoice, received at 
this department from tlic li oration of France, on the 2a of that month, in rela- 
tion to a fraudulent shipment of arms at San Francipco, California, which arms 
are said to have been destined for Mexico, was transmitted to the Secretary of 
the Treasniy, who was requested to cause the matter to be investigated with a 
▼iew to the adoption of proper proceedings in the premises. 

It now ajipears as the result of the investigation, that early in AngDst last the 
collector of customs at San Francisco was informed tliat the American schooner 
Haze, of about forty tons burden, had on board a quantity of arms, supposed to 
be fonr thousand stand, together with a laige supply of munitions of war, sol- 
diers' clothing, and other articles, and that she was moving from plaee to place, 
in the bay of San FrandsoOi apparently seeking an opportunity to evade the 
riprilance of the revenue cutter Joseph Lane, then on guard duty in that harbor, 
and get to sea, when she would transfer her cargo to the schooner San Diego, 
of about fifty-five tons burden. The collector thereupon immediately despatched 
two boats tinder the direction of Lientenant Selden,* the eommmander of the 
revenue cutter there, with a guard furnished by Brigadier General Mason, the 
proTOBt marshal at San Francisco, in qne?t of t he Haze. These boats returned 
on the 4th of August, after a ti uitlt ?e;u( li of twenty-four hours. At 9 
o'clock of the evening of that day tho collector was informed that a schooner 
resembling the Hase had been seen at anchor in Half Moon bay, about thirty- 
five miles south of the Golden GUte. 

The San Die<^o Imving sailed on that day, pursued by the revetine cutter 
Joseph Lane, in obedience to the collector's orders, under the belief fliat tho 
vessel reported as having been seen at the Half Moon bay was the Haze, he 
immediately despatched the steam«tug Merrimac, under the command of a reve- 
nue ofllct r, with a guard from the provost marshal's office, in pursuit. They 
fojinil the I!;!/e at the ])lace denignated, with the arms, mniiitionM nf war, and 
solilii rr^' clothing on Imard. Having ordered her to be detained, tln^ collector 
reported euch detention to Major General McDowell, the commander of the 
military district in which San Francisco is situated, to whom the arms and 
munitions of war were delivered. 

From this Hfat( ment of facts you will clearly perceive that none of the arms 

referred to were exported from San Frnncit^co. 
Accept, sir, a renewed afisurance of my very high consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWAKD. 

Mr. L. DB GBOFftoy, tfc. 
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Mr, Seward to Jir. Adanu* 

Ko. 856.] Dbpartmfxt of State. 

"Wit s/( i iioton, Ft brvary 25. 1864. 

Sir : I have boiore me your despatch of I ebruaiy 4, (No 690,) which i*pt'aka 
of the actual breaking out of Lostiiilieg betweeu Germany and Denmark, and of 
tbe perplexities which that act prodaces in the British oonncils. 

More recent infoimation shows that Austria and Prussia h a ve achieved a sne^ 
cessfful cam]iai;;n, and are in possespion virtually of all JSchleswig. It remains 
to be seen whether a foundation can now be laid for a peace that will be satis- 
factory to the greater states, who charge themi^elves with the preservation of 
the balance of power in Europe. Without pretending to the knowledge neees- 
Baiy for the formation of a reliable judgment, I may, perhaps, be ?afe in 
believing that the present condition of things in the theatre of the war is verj 
unsatisfactory to Great Britain. 

I observe statements in the continental papers that emigrants have returned 
finom this country with large promises to engage in the attractive conflicts of 
Europe. If this be so, and if these conflict- c •ntinuc, this government will be 
summoned to new duties in maintaining neutrality. Our re.-ponsjibilitii g in this 
way are already large enough. The war of Frmice agaiubt Mexico wears upon 
the patience of the American ])e<)]>le. Spain is watchful lest tbe insurgents of 
San Domingo receive aid from the United States ; and their iusnrgents are here 
seeking recognition, at least as belligerents. If our own unhappy civil war 
should come to an end in the midf't of a European war, it would be dithcult to 
enforce upon citizens of the United States tlie performance of iuteraatioual ob- 
l^gatiooa that Europe has refused to observe in regard to ourselves. 
I am* sur, your obedient servant* 

WILLIU£ H. SEWARD. 

Hon. CuABLBS Francis Adams, Esq. 



JA*. Seward to Mr, Adam». (Same to Mr. DajfUm, Ko» BOh) 

[Ki tract] 

No. 868.] Dbpartmbnt or Statb, 

WathtMglOH, March 8» 1864. 

SiB : We hear that the Canada was partially disabled on her way to Halifiiz. 

Owing to this accident I am without any oiiicial information of European events 
of a date more recent than the 13th of Tebiuary. 

The latest news received from Meiico gives us resscm to believe 1^ the 

already re luec d forces of the government arc to be further demoralised hy 

faction. It ij^ said that Vidaurri is dii*loyal to the republican government, and 
is demanding a renignation from the prej^ident, .Juarez, with a view to the insti- 
tution of Geueral Ortega iu hi» place, to be followed by a compromise with tbe 
French. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. ' 

CuAS. F, Adams, Esq. 



Mr. Adame ia Mr, Seward, 

Ko. 630.] Lboation op thb United States, 

LondoHt March 84, 1864. 

Sir : Tlie Archduke Maximilian came here for the purpose of getting a 
recoguitiou of his new position. His iather-in-law, Leopold, is here to favor 
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his oVijrct. The government declined to act on tlic 8u}»joct at present, hut f^ave 
reason to hope thut, so tio<)n as the action in Mexico would appear to justify it, 
tbey ironld acknowledi^t; bim. It is understood that Spain and Belgiam will 
follow in the wake of France, after whieh the othor powera are expected to 

accede. 

A loan lia.-< Item norrotiated for eight millions fterling, at 66 — , intcret^t at 6 
per cent, out of which a payment is to be made to France, in part, for the ex- 
pense she has been at. The rest is to be used to organize a proper support fbr 
the arcliduke nntil he can p't things going. The English creditors in the old 
loan, wlio iiave constituted the great support of this schemef are greatlj dis- 
turbed to find that no provision has been made for (liein. 
I huve the honor to be, sir, vour obedient servant, 

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAHS. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Steretary •/ State, WashingUm, D, C, 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Adam. 

No. 937.J DjiPAETMBNT np StaTE, 

M'uMldm^ton, May .'5, I'-'Gi. 

Sir : I thank you very sincerely for your despatrh of the 15lh of April, Xo. 
C69, which contains iulbrmatiou particulatly new and interesting in regard to 
the proceedings which have culminated in the departure of the Archduke 
Maximilian from Trieste, with the intention to establisli an imperial monarchy 
in Mexico. Every t]iiiikiii}i; observer mnsit be fully satisfied, even >vifhnHt special 
evidence, that tlio.-Jc cvpiit.^ had tlu-ir origin in a conspiracy of Mrxicuns ag.iinst 
the independence and freedom of their own country. Nevertheless, it will bo 
fortunate for the future of Mexico, and for the cause of republican goyemment 
there, if the history you have given me of the details of the eonspiracj shall 
soon become jT'-nerallv known. 

You have very clearly explained the motive;* and ?• ntinientM which have 
induced so mauy of the iuHueiiiial statesimen and authorities of Europe tu favor 
the subversion of the Mexican republic. All these motives and sentiments 
resolve themselves into a jealousy of the advancement of the United States. 
Their great pmsprrity and pfo;:^n'Ss have necessarily provoked this political 
antagonism. You very justly lament the pertinacity with which the American 
people continue their suicidal division in presence of the apparent overthrow of 
their influence in Mexico, but it is the same blindness of raction which led ua 
into the civil war. Only time and eventa can cure it, and these wc may well 
believe are doing their work. No appeal to the reason or to the patriotism of 
the insurgents is heard ao long as they entertain hopes of success in their des- 
perate enterprise. The loyal people of the United States seem to have no need 
for new or increased devotion to tne national cause. At all events, considera- 
tions of foreign and remote dangers can scarcely be expected to gun serious 
attention, wlien the imnj^-fliatt' doniestic jseiil-? of ihu conflict absorb the popuhir 
mind. I kuow no other way for us than to contemplate the situation calmly, 
do our whole duty faithfully, meet every emergency as it arises with prudence, 
fimme88,and force if necessary, and trust in God for a safe issue of the contest. 
I am, BUT, your obedient servant 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

CuABLfis Francis Auams, £s^., igc. 
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Mr. Daytem to Mr. Seward, 

No. 3S0.] • Paris, November 27, 1863. 

Sir : In the course of my conversation witli Mr. Drouyu de Lbuya yesterday 
I referred briefly to what be had some time since said to me in referenee to an 
early acknowleagment of the new government of Mexico. He said, pK-asantly, 
that he I'ojired he had been too Batijrnine. 1 toM him that our kind n Liiion^ M ith 
the Juarez p;overnmotit were unbroken, and that we did not anticipate an early 
and pennaueut establishment of a monarchy in Mexico. In the present con- 
dition of things, therefore, joa did not feel at liberty to consider the question he 
had propounded. I do not think that he was either surprised or disappointed 

by thi- nnswiT. 

He iul'urmcd me that the Kmperor had been inm h p^ratified by your recent 
action in forbidding the recruitment of men in the United States for Mfxico. 
This had been reported to him by Mr. Mercier. I reminded him, in passing, 
that this action seemed to contrast somewhat with tliat of tin French aatnorities, 
in permitting^ the pbipment of a crew for the Florida in a French port. It 
peenu'd to nie that the allusion was Jilt, He made a note of it, m I snp]io^( d, 
and the couvei*sation there dropped. I reminded him, however, that 1 had some 
time since sent him a copy of that despateh in reference to Russian prirateers, 
sent to us at the beginning of the Crimean war. He said that, owing to his 
absence, he had not yet sren it, nor my oommanication which accompanied it. 
I am, sir* your obedient servant, 

WM. L. DAYTON. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd. 

P. S. — Tlie proposition f )r a confrresa yet enfrropses all attention ; but each 
of the great powers is dietrui^tful of the others, and 1 am greatly mistaken if the 
proposition does not turn oat an abortion. 



Mr, Dayton to Mr, Seward, 

No. 389.] Paris, December 25, 1863. 

Sir ! I enclose a slip cut from a newspnper recently published here, the sub- 
stance of which has made the round of the French and English journals, and 

will duubtlops be re-copied in tin* journals of the Uuited States, i^fr. Drouyn 
de Lhuys says he knows nothing of it, and has never heard of the pretended 
envoy therein referred to. He says, further, that should he find that any such 
person has arrived, he will not fail to let me know it ; but at present he supposes 
the paragraph to be like all the other <* trash " of this character which is put in 
circulation. 

I refi-rred in this connexion to the supposed outline or schcJule of a treaty 
alleged to have been agieed upon, some two or three mouths since, between his 
Majesty and the rebel agents abroad, and communicated to you by Hr. Morse* 
our consul at London, a copy of whose communication was endosed to me in 

your roiifidi nfial def«patch. No. 438. 

Mr. Drouyn do Lhuys says tlicn- is no truth whatever in this statement, and 
that the Emperor has no such uegotiaLiou whatever with the confederates on 
fbot. 

I am, sur, your obedient servant, 

WILUAM L. DAYTON. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of tState, Sgc. 
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[From a Paris paper.) 

M Siiperviello, who h.is jn^t arrive.1 in Varh, in tlie dnroct^r of special envoy from the 
Confe-lerute States, in a Fiettchnian by birth, who wu« formerly an advocate ia the Bonth 
of FnuiM, tomewhere nrar Bordeanx He has been IMng ia Texas for the last seventeen 
years, and is now a naturali/z-d Aiin iicui lie Kot awity from M.itanioras on board a 
1*1 each »hip-of-war, which the tAwiid.1 lent him to ko to Vera Cruz, where he embdrkcd 
In the transatlantic packet Florida for St. NasMre. He is said to have a mlsdon to notify 
t'tthc French govorr)nj''iit the recognition by the Confftif r ite Sbttes of the ••emplr©" of 
M«xioo, and also to try to persuade Kapoleou III to recognize the south in return. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Day tern. 

No. 466 ] Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 

Watkingtan, January 26, 1864. 

BlR : I enclose a copy of a clei«patch of the 31st ultimo, from Mr. 'M. D. L. 
Lane, thf United .St iti consul at Vi ra Cruz, and of the protect of Jo.-*c W' lUace 
Braith roferred to therein, containiujj^ a narrative of the trciitrnent of which he 
alleges himself aud olherd to have been the victims at the bauda of the French 
antborities at MinatitUo. The eaee, as set forth, seems one of sach exeesnive 
eraeltj* that, without waiting further details* I have to reqaest you to ask for 
an examination into the factd, and, if they are truly Stated, to claim iademmqr. 
I am, sir, yoar obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

William L. Dayton Esq., ^. 



Cossoi>aiB or tea naiTKD Statrs of Amkrica, 

Vera Cna, DfctmlKr 31, 1863. 

8iB : I have the honor herewith to forward the protest of Jue6 W. Smith, a citizen of the 
United 8Ute«, taken prisoner at WnatltUn, bjr Freneh authorities, nad want lo this place. 

Mr. Smith leaven Iiltc for th<j Stale«, per Knulioh Hte tint-r. to-morrow* 
I have tile honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

U. D. L LANE, 

OnM 8ulm Omuk 

Hon. William H. Skwaro. 

Stcrdary qf Stale, f¥^Mhington, D. C. 



[Protest.] 

C0M8ULATK OF TU£ Unitku SfATsa OF Amkbica, 

Yw Onu, Dtetmlm- 17, ISeS. 

By this public inptrnment of a't.'st ition, declaration and protect, be it knowti nti-l n. i le 
manifest to all whom it may concern, that on thU I7th day of December, A. D. 1HG3. be> 
f .re me. If D. L. lAne. otmsnl of the United Stat'-g of America for the port of Vcia Cruz, 
and the dep^-ndencies tliereof. personally appeared Jo8^ Wallace Smith, who, being by me 
duly Mworu accoriinp to law, dir! depose and «vy as follows : 

When the French Hte^imer under comin;*tfl of t'otuiii mdant Conrad arrived at Minatitlan, 
Fine ruary laot, I was rehidincr in thnt Xnww un l f\<<\wi buxinetss there iw a mercbant. I was 
onld regldor of the nnInic^p)^l bi»'!v. <Mi;il>lt'd I s u ilt rrf'' of tin- M< xicHn trovt»rtmiiMit to 
hoel that poBiti'in without infrini(f(ueiit of niv noitiaiiiy. 'I Jie Mexican noJlioi aud 
niost of the native inhrtbit'intH of the town, tied at the approach of the Fren* h. i; d I was 
Ic t an tlie only neutr.tl in oftice U* reprei»ent tin- intt iests of tlic town, and if called tipon, 
to deliver it over to the iuvading force. lu thig ponitiou I was reorjv:Dized by Ck>mmaodant 
Cf'orad, who, when I effimd to resign my oflBce. expreenly dedred me to retain It The 
French did not oornpy Mioatitlan but anchored thrir Bteamcrs at thf* mouth of the river, 
and for about two muuUis I oontiuued to act, by rei^uest of the i>'rench, as temporarily In 
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change of the town, and wm raoognlied as mdi by Itoth purti«t, and need ■> a meaiif of 

Commnnicatinp with each other, 

borne tiim- in May, in const quence of (\ want of confidence rnanifestod in rae by the Mex- 
ican autiioritioii, uriRing from tny connexion «ith Commandant Conmd, I recigned my po- 
Rifion — :i Ciiptiiin Siinchf-z, of tlie Slfcxican army, htsinp appointed nis milit iry commuiulant. 
From that moment my connexion with the liberal partieti, innocent a« it was, couiplt-tely 
and entirely cenged. In July a French force took ponewlon of the town, and with Itcame, 
ari Frcuch political apent and collector of rn«tiiii>«, one of Walker's filihtmtcrs" -a tnan 
unfavorably Itnown to the iobabitantfi, by Uiuue of bruno Van Natxmer — who indirectly 
assumed and conc(«(mtcd In himaelf all dvil anlhority, and to a great extent the militarjr 
also. Tliis was easily arcMiTipii^ln d with the former, on account of their i^'tioranri and 
timidity, and it wati yielded to him by the latter, on account of what they supposed to be 
hii local knowledge and the sound new of his Intenttom ; and Immediately a system of p«-r. 
sedition and personal vengesBoe vas inaugurated aoch as people nerer tkooght to wi^eas 
in this nineteenth century. 

About the bcginniiig of September, while at the Americaa oonralate on botdneas, I was 
grossly insulted an«i threatened by one John Hnme, a resident of the town. Amoni? other 
things, bo SHid be bad me completely in his power, that be could count up(.»n the intlii- 
ence and ami^tarce of the principal authorities to carry out hio threats, which were by any 
and every means to have me 8ent away from Uinatitlan or t^liot. and if the authorities 
failed him, he would vi«-it the latter fate upon me himself. At this time Natzmer was llv- 
inpr at Hume's bouse, and on the moet intimate terms with him. and there is every reason 
t( > 1 . : irvr- they were omuiivlng together against me, as will be proved by what took place 

aft^TWiinls. 

A few days after the attack upon meat the consulate, Hnme came to my house, and after 
repeating his insults and threats, struck me three times. Idid not f tali at<- imtil kostmck 
mo the third time, and then I knocked him down ; as he was lisiu^ he drew a revolver, 
four barrels of which were loaded. cockr«l and snapped itatme, whereupon I again knocked 
bim down ; the same thing was three times repeated. Some people now came np and put 
an end to the f-tn!'-"J:le, nii<\ the polirc nrrivini; conducted nt«both to jail, where I wns plaerd 
in close confinement, and iiume iu a few minutes released by order of iiatsmtr, address- 
ing him through the judge. 

Nutznjcr then infuniu d the jndpe that it was the ord^r of th<^ conimnndnnt that an r ffi- 
cial communication should be drawn up, and addnsred to the commandant, sUiting that 
• Home bad gone to my house In a state of dmnkenness, and I availed myself of tiie Act to 
i iid' iivor to asK-iKsiniitc him 'Hie jiK' j' ri fusi d to niiilci ^rll h a statement, unless it was 
first substantiatid as tho result of an eaLomination, conduct* d in conformity to law ; and, 
notwithstanding Natsmer threatened to send him to Martinique, the judge, fortunately for 
me, wai* not intinddated. The case was fairly e.\amined and I wan releuKed, and the sen- 
tence that would have been otherwise passed on Hume was only withheld through fear of 
Katsmer ; thus the case remains on the archives, if tbcy aie not destroyed or tampered 
with, with the exception of what I State as having passed between Natsmer and the judge, 
whit h t«iok place liefore witnesses who will readily hear evidence, when they dare speak 
without fear of Natzmer's vengeance. His intentions towards me were thoroughly expo«e«i, 
when he told the jud^e the next day. If he had done as he told him, by timt time I should 

have been d< »ii>jit<:hed 

On the Irtth Lieuti nant Rollin came to my houvv- with two armed soldiers; he ordered 
me to put on my hat and follow him, and I wo.-^ conduclcd to the public j til, where I found 
Nicholas Lop« K, All itio Garcia, Luis Titrimon. W. were kept som»? Ajur dayn inftwrni/f i'-' 
On the evening oi the fourth day the ^uard received an order from Lieutenjuit Itolliu to 
take me out and shoot me at the sound of the morning bugle. I only knew the fate that 
was intended fur mo from the cnnvci-Siition of the guard, which I could not hflp nvorbcnr- 
iug, from their vicinity and the »>ligbt coustructiou of the jail, which consisted of only one 
mom. About fifteen minutes before the time appointed for my execntioo I heard that th« 
Older was suspended, Vnit frequently diirinq: tlie nextdl^ I waa led to faeilevei fpOCB th% 
talk of the guard, that I had but a few hours to live. 

On the afternoon of the fifth day we were marched olTbyaftifoefinderoommandofUea. 
tenant Rollin, and conducted to the river batii;, where Katz-ner was wuitiiiix with another 
force to receive us. We were placed by Natsmer on board the schooner Clara, put iu tiie 
hold, onr hands tied behind ns, and our legs attached with Iron rings to an Iron bar of 
about five feet in length. To this bar five of us were chained. The hatches were then 
nailed down, and every aperture closed, except a hole about si.xtceti inches square, which 
had been sawed out of one of the hatches for the purpose of letting down provisions to Qa. 
From the extreme pain < ansed hj the tightness of the bands and the constrained position 
of the arms, and all other physical and mental horror.s of our frightful sit iHtir)n, I rap- 
idly baeame delirious, and remained in tliat state eight or ten days. Under the iulluenoa 
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of tfe (1e1fr*iira I mwd someUmei to cry <mt of a night, when the eorpnral of the ^aid 

wou]<l coftie down and stamp upon me, and beat me in a timniK-r tliat has left marks upon 
my body that I will carry to my grave. Thia wa« an occuin nee of every night during my 
tfollHum The nerettritles of nature bad to be relieved as we lay, aod the filth was some- 
times It ft to accumulate for days ; we had no niot-q nto bars ; our food wa« eaten amidstaa 
amount uf tiltli and Htetu-h and pestilent atmosphere that must lie experienced to conceive. 
The band on our ann^ remuined Horactimes day aod uiKiit ; the effect on me has 1)eeQ to 
dfprive me tor life of the of my left arm. and the rij;ht i» Herioofily injured In this 
btite we retmiined thirty days— all exref)t AlViino Cmrrifi, flif previous wlU-cti^r of ru!.tomM, 
about sixty -live years of ape, who on tlie twenty-uiutb day di« d from fevt r, snpL-rinihued 
by the horrors of our situation. The body, which was In a most filtliy stat*'. was allowed 
to remain from 8 a. m. t<> 5 p. m., still chained to fh- bur, and tlie hands «■ till tied beliind, 
and tiau it was drawn up by a rope pa««Mni under tlie urus like a sack of corn. During 
these dreadful thirty daya Natamer fieqnently came on board the TeMwl to see that btt or^ 
deis for our treatment were cartie<i out, and it is to be presume<l they were, for he gave no 
Older for its alteration. On the I8ih of Novt mber Natzmer came on Ixnrd the schoon> r, 
and we wire taken from the hold and detlTerad hy htm to the commander of the war 
itearoer rierhe. I was in a wretched state of health- rc<!nc«d in les.s than forty days from 
• strung, fctout man to the merest shadow ; and as I dictate tbLi, unable to wtiie myself, 
after nenrty a month's rest, I am still the mere wreck of what I was before, and my con- 
Btitutiiiu lias n crived a siiock that time can never cure. 

On the Fiecbe we were again placed in irons, and forced to keep a sitting pottnre under 
deck for about sixty hours, ttntU we arrfred at Yera Cras, during which time we were de- 
nled all iKiurislirut i.t i \repting musty bi < nit and water. 

From the day of my atr<rst to my ariival in Vera Cruz I was in utter ignorance of the 
natnrs of the aocosations. If there were any preferred against me, or upon what grounds I 
had been cruelly treated. On the 28th of November I was placed in cnstody of the United 
States Consul at Vera Cruz, he becoming responsible for my appearance when called for, 
where I icmained till December 14, when I was siiunnoned before a conrt-martial, exam- 
ined. an<l disdiarged On the 17tb I was notified by tlif- commandant superior at Vera 
Cii.z that T was at liberty to go to the United States. Wherefore the paid appearer, in his 
own name, hatii declared to protest, as by these presents I, the said consul, at bis Kpecial 
instance ati(i request, do publicly and solemnly protest against the said Natsmer, us French 
agent ati<l t-olleetor of the port of Min itithtn. against the French jiovernmeiit, against the 
Fieucii Commander of the French forces, un land and water, at Minatitlao and Vera Cruz, 
rullug in the name of France, i^ainst all and every person and persons, against all author- 
ities and things, that have in nny way occasioned or pcnnitted my arrest, imprisonment, 
and cruel treament, holding each and all of them, in every matter, cause, or things con- 
cerned, liable aod responsible for all coets, loives, damages, charges, and expentes already 
BUtTeieil, or that may be hereafter sutT n d. in my health or property, In any manner, shapo, 
or form, on account of my said arrest and imprisonment and cruel treatment. 

This done and protested at Vera Cms the day and year first above written. In testimony 
wbere(«f the sfiid .b>R'- W Smith has herennto •nbsciibed his name, and I, the said oonsol, 
have athxed my iiond and seal of office. 

JOSlfi W. BMITR. 

[£. s.] IL D. L. LANB, U, 8. QmnL 



Mr Seward to Mr, Daytcm* 

[Extract.] 

No. 468.] Dkpartmknt op Statf, 

WasIii7iirfon, Fchruanj 1, 1864, 

Sir : I havo the honor to acknowledfi^e the receipt of your dc.-'patch of Jan- 
uary 15, No. 400. We learu from it the deteriniDation ot the French govern- 
ment to permit the Rappahaimoek to be completed and x^repaied for sea, though 

not anneid, at Oalaia. 

• eeeeeee 

Yc.-«tt'r(laj information was laid before me of a design of an adventtiroua party, 
now heyoud our jurisdictiou, to ohtaiu letters of marque from the republican 
government of ll&xico to harass the commerce of France. This government is 
eonstantly called upon to ^ve leave for the convoynncc of arms into ^fexico for 
the tue of the Mexican anUioritiea in the war with Irianee. It stands firmly and 
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fluthfiillj upon its seatnlitj, bat in doin^ ibis It wounds popular sympatbies 
which no human power could repress. The Emperor't* govern mcut has bad 
abund int occasion to oh.-^crvc that the Executive of tlie Uii't' .] States has prac- 
ticed prudence and forbearance in their relations witli the maritime powers which 
were not expected from a governuient heing so popular in its form as ours, be> 
caoBO it seemed impossible. Is it not inexpedient ror the government of France 
to continue indulgence towards our enemies such as we wholly refui^ed to her 
enemies ? The President thinks that you should invite Mr. Drouyn de Lbnja 
to bestow pcrious conBiderntion upon the Bul^ec^ 
I am, sir, your obedieut servantt 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

WiLUAM L. Dayton, ^sq*, tfc. 



Mr» Dayton to Mr, Sewmrd. 

No. 418.] Paris, February 6, 18G4. 

Sir : Dnn'no^ an interview with Mr. Drouyn de Lliuys, on Thursday last, he 
handed to me tlie memorandum of a contract, said to have been entered ioto be- 
tween the Juarist antborities of tbe State of Tamanlipas and the federal antbor- 
ities of tbe United States, in virtue of which tbe latter agreed to furnish a 
certain quantity of arms and munitions of war in return for delivery to them of 
many thousand Mexican mules. I herewith send you a traualation of this 
niemoraudum, which is without signatures. Mr. Drouyn de Lhnys said he found 
tbe memorandnm on bis table, without recollecting exactlv wbence it camOt and 
therefore call- d my attention to it. I told hira that I badno knowledge on the 
subject, but Iroin the orders which had b<'en ist^ued by my government forbidding 
the supply ot arm?? to eitbe'r belligerent in Mexico, and the fact that we needed 
arms ourselves, as I supposed, even more tlian mules, I did not believe such 
contract bad been made. I promised, bowover, to take the memorandum, and 
call your attention to it, as 1 now do. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WM. L. DAYTON. 

Hon. William H. Skward, 
Seentary of State. 



[Translation.] 

*' It {g affirmed thai a contract has been entered ioto between the JuariKt auth orities of 
the State of Dunaulipu and the federal antliorllie^ bi virtue of which the latter were to 
furniph a certain quantity of arina andmiinitions Of mur in vetum fior thedeUTeiyof fteveral 
thousands of Uexicaa mules." 



Mr, Dayton to Mr, Seward, 

No. m] PabI8» JMruary 19, 1864. 

Sir : Tour despatcbea, from No. 465 to No. 468, both indnsive, are duly 

received. 

No. 466, enclosing the copy of a despatch from Mr. Lane, TTnited States con- 
Snl at Vera Cruz, and tbe protest of Wallace iSiintli, reffrred to therein, 
were immediately communicated by me to .Mr. Drouyn dc Lhuys. Thetie com- 
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plaints, like that referred to in your No. 465, (the imDrisonment of Mr. Mans- 
field, <mr consul at Tabasco,) he edd must be referrea by him to the French 
authorities in Moxico before he could give an niK->wer. Bat he aasuredmc these 
mattert* should be promptly investigated. It will, of couipo, br pome coaaider- 
able time before a report on theBe ca^es can be received ^om Mexico. 
I am, sir« yonr obedient Bervant, 

WM. L. DAYTON. 

Hon. WiixiAM H. 8bwari>, 
Secretary ef State, 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Daytam. 

Ko. 490.] DSFARTMBNT OP StATB, 

Wathingtcn, February 87, 1864. 
8lR: Your despatch of February 9, No. 419, has been received. In this 
coratnunicMtion yon mention that the Art luluke Maxiinili.«in, of Austria. ex- 
pected in Paris, and tliat circunisfaiu-es may arife in which it will 1h- ik ci .-s;i;y 
for you either to attend or to decline to attend ceremonies which ujay be ob- 
senred in hts honor as a sovereij^ of Mexico, and yon ask instmctions. I have 
taken the President's directions upon the question. If the Archduke Maxi- 
milian appears in Paris only in his character as an imperial prince of the house 
of Ilapsburg. you will he expected to be neither demonntrative nor reserved in 
your deportment towards him. Jf he appears there with any assumption of 
political anthority or title in Mexico, yon will entirely refrain from intereonrse 
with hiin. Should yonr proceedings become a subject of inquiry or remark, yon 
wi 1 be at liberty, in the exerciee of your own diecretioo, to say that this govern- 
ment, in view of its riglits and duties in the present conjuncture of its affairs, 
has prescribed £xed rules to be observed, not only by this department, but by 
its representativea in foreign conntries. We acluiowledge xevolntions only by 
direction of the President, upon full and mature consideration. Until such r^liur 
authority for recognition, we do not hold formal or informal communications with 
political agents or representatives of revolutionary movements iu countries with 
which we maintain diplonuitic iiitei course. 
I am, sir, your obedient servaut, 

WIUJAU H. SEWABD. 

William L. Dayton, Esq., ^c. 



Mr, Seteard to Mr, Dayton, 

No. 496.j Dbfaetmrnt of Statr, 

Washington, JMarrh 2, 1864. 

Sir : Your despatch of February 6, No. 418, has been received, together with 
a cony of a memorandum which M. Drouyn de Lhnys has pkced in your hands. 

That memorandum is as follows : It is affirmed that a contract has been eu> 
tered into between the J uarist authorities of the State of Tamaulipas and the 
federal authorities, in virtue of which the latter were to forward a certain quan- 
tity of arms and munitions of war in return for the delivery of several thousands 
of mules. 

You very rightly expressed to H. Drouyn de Lhuys a disbelief of ihe fiict 

stated in the paper I have recited. It is uncertain whether by the term federal 
authorities " is meant the government of the United States, or 'only the agents 
of this government iu the vicinity of Tamaulipas. If the former is iutended. 



Digitized by Google 



748 



DIPLOMATIC CORBESPONDENCE. 



then yon arc authorized at once to declare tbat the allegation in the memorandum 
16 widiont any fmrndation in faet If the other eondition is to be assomed, y<m 
will in that cn^e iiifomi M. Drouyn de Lhnys that* go far ae the government, or 
any department of it, is informed, or has any reason to believe, the all< crntinn 
is entirely untrue. That if it were true, the procofMlinr^ would he in violation 
of the instructions of this government, and would be deuounccd and censured. 
Although no eyidenee of the allegation is presented, the attention of the Secre- 
tary of War has been called to the subject and due inqniriee will be instituted. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAKD. 

William L. Davton, Es^., Sfr. 



Mr* Dayitm to Mr, Seward, 
[£xtraet.] 

No. 430.] Paris, March 1 1, 1864. 

Sib: • • • • • • • • 

M. Drouyn de Lhnys infinrms me that there is nothing in Station here cal- 
culated to disturb the good relations between the Uiuted States and France. 

He says that the archduke has not asked the Emperor to acknowledge the south* 
nor doos he believe that hf Ii^s hnd anything of tlio kind on his mind. Certain 
English papers have been industriously prop.igaliug this ideA, but there is, he 
Bays, nothing in it. He informs me that he believes certain English and French 
capitalists, uready interested in Mexican loons, will, in the hope of saving a 
part, at least, of their existing investments, make a moderate adTance in addition* 
and that the archduke will, from these sources, be aide to raise a small lo m fo 
meet his existing wants ; but it seems to me this cannot carry biin far uuiuas 
France shall stand security, or give other material aid. 
I am, sir, yonr obedient servant, 

WM. L. DAYTON. 

Hon. WiLMAM H. Skward, 

iSccretary of 6tate, 4iv. 



Mr. Dayton to Mr. iSeward, 

Xo. 431.] Paris, March 11, 1864. 

Sir : I have again referred, in converpation with M. Drouyn de Lhuys, to the 
supposed negotiation reported by Mr. Morse, TiMtcd States consul at London, 
for the cession of Texas to France for certain considerations. The supposed 
negotiation for the cession of Texas M. Drouyn de Lhuys assured me is without 
the slighest pretence of foundation. He said that France would not take Texas 
as a gift, even if it were accompanied with a handsome douceur besides ; that 
she does not want it, and would not have it. That if the rumor were that she 
were about to part with some far-off or distant possession wq might give it some 
credence, but never, while he was minister and his Majesty Emperor, need I 
trouble myself as to the truth of any report which looked to the acquisition of 
distant territory. Their policy, he said, looked directly in a contrary way, 
Wlu tlu r thir) comports well with their existing action in Mexico may, perhaps* 
admit of a doubt. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WM. L. DATTOK. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary State, ^e. 
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Mr* Seward to Mr, Dayton, 

No. 50G.1 Dbpabtmbnt of Statb, 

* WaikktgUm, March 17, 1864. 

6lB : I herewith tranemit to you, for your information, the copy of a transla- 
tion of a note of the 11th hi^tant from Mr. L. de Ooofroy, the chargt? d'aff.iirea 
of France, an<l of tlie reply from this department of the 12th iu8taiit» relative to 
the pre.^cuce of Uuited iStates troops iu Mutamoras. 
I am, sir, Tour obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

William L. DAVTON»Eaq.* 4«* 

[For eneloiore lee correspoodence with the French legation.] 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Day torn. 

No. 610.) Dbpabtmrkct op Stats. 

Waehington^ March 23, 1864. 

Sir: For your hiformation I give you a further correspondence between Mr. 
Geofroy and this department on tlie 8ul)jt'ct of the proceedings of General Hfr- 
ron. I give you also a copy of resr>latiou8 coucerrjing the French in Mexico 
introduced into the Senate by Mr. McDougall, of California. 

It is not eaaj to understand here how anj earnest debate upon such a qnes- 
tion aB Mr. Gcmroy has rused can promote the interest of either France or the 
United States, or contributr> to n pnn\ undentanding between the two eonntnea. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM 11. SEWARD. 

William L. Dayton, Esq., ^v. 



JOINT RESOLUTION In relation to th« oecapatloQ of Modoo by Fnnoe. 

Be U Tiaototd by Uu S<naie and Uou^ qf ReprtmUalivts (/ th« United Statu qf AnmiiM in Omngrm 
anembUd. That tbe occupation of H«dco, or any part theroof, by tbe Emperor of Fraoce, 
or by I li ■ pcTKon indictited by bim n» emperor of Mexioo, Is an off^uoe to ttio peopls of the 
republic of the Unittd States of America. 

6io S. And be it furtktt mofverf, 'UmI tbs movemenls of the govennnoDt of France, iind 
the threatened muvt-ment of an empenir impravbed bf the B^perorof Frsaoe, demand by 
tbis republic, if insieted upon, war. 



Mr. Seward to Mr, DayUm, 

No. 519.] Dbpabtmbnt of Statb, 

Waehingtont AprQ 4, 1864. 

Sir: I tranemit herewith for your information a copy of a despatch of the 
4th ultimo, from the coni^nl of the United States at Monterej* relutive to the 
present difficuUies in Mexico. 

1 am, sir, jour obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

WtLUAM L. Dayton, Eeq., fv. 
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[Bitnct.] 

Ukvid StAns OoarmAta» VxamaMt. Hmoo, 

Jfordk 4, 18CI. 

Sir: TIip flifTirnUv botween the sreneral frov<>mn)cnt and Governor Vidnnrri is <]:iVy bc- 
oomiog niorti complicated. A decree from Pr«^dent Juares, sepatiiting the UtaXe* ot Naevo 
Le<»n ftnd Co«1iti{la, wm glT«n at teltillo on the 26th ultima Tbe following Is a tranilAtkii 
of the first iiriii !«i : "The State of Coahr.ilii will immediately renssume its chiir!ict<"r aa OHM 
of tUu free and sovereigo btateii of the United Mexican btaUM, iieparatiDg itm lf from Noevo 
Leon, in wlifch It wa« tnonrporated." The separation of the two States giree President 
Juiifez (otitT' I nf thr C'Hten HeURO or Pie trns Negnis Governor Vidaiirri refiirt«r» to leri.;;. 
niztf the atttboritj of tlie President^ and h m declared his intention of driting him from 
Kuevo Leon and Coabulla, and for that purpose la tailing all the forcei he able to arm. 

Anether dt creti from the President deposes Governor Vidauni. and declares thin Stite in 
open hostility to tbe government of Mexico. Commanication between this place and isaU 
tillo is almofft entirely cut off ; no provistons of any kind are alIow<xi to come this way, 
Ko ninilA p i8ft either way, and it in only by foreignen oomlfig In that m are able to leaum 
of the m- veraents of the jjovernmeut troi-pH. 

"I he President hag now, in addition to tlie troops be left here, a force of abotit two thon- 
Band mr:n from Durango, commanded by Governor Petona in person, w'nicb, with the volun- 
teers from SiUtillo and other puinta in Uie State of Goabttila, awella hia numben to not leap 
tlian live thousand men. 

Governor Yidaarri has about twelve hnndred men, but, with tbe artillery ho ha« belongs 
ing to the government, he irfU be aUe to protect bimMlf in the citadel againat » Jaiga 
force. 

An order waa teraed here on the let loalant to the troops to prepare thenwaWea to march 

in two day.s far Saltillo. The time was, to-day, further pc^stponod until the 7th instant. 

A man just in from Saltillo representi^ the truop« of President Juarez preparing to march 
on thifl place. An advance of five hundred men were twen^ mliea thla aide of Mtlllo. 

A dif^pntch from n, nf-ral IVizduf, of the P'rench foRM, to Govemof TldMXii, WM received 
a few days »\nce. The following is its substance : 

** In one hand peace is olTered ; in the other war. If yon accept the former, yon mwt 
adhere to tbe inttrventlon, fiankly iec<'j:nizinc: the ^'ovtrnment which is esfaVwiNhf'd in 
llexioo. If, on the contrary, you decide for the latter, you must expect to suiler all the 
oa1am1ti«« Incident to war." 

The fjovetnor marie, in subfitance, the followinp answer : 

" I have not the power to choi)«e between the two extremes which you propose, but will 
submit this vital qu^tlon to the people, as I have always done on grave subjects, and their 
determination transmit to you as a» obtained." 

No mlvance of the French army liiui been made since my la.«5t communication ; but, on 
the contrary, the report of their retreat to S>in Luis Potoei is quite generally believe*! 

The leoeeupat on ol the Gnadalajaia by General Urega, and the tailing by him of four 
thousand French and Beactleoania prisoners, has given new heart to the Mexicans of the 
liljeral party. 

The French army In San LnlsFtotcsi is levyin:; contributions on the cittnns for its sup- 
port, Hnd. instead of brining peace, an th< y < ITer in tveiy instaooein advance, they bring 
mitcry on the people wherever their army goes, 

ooeoo»n««o 

Your obedient servant, 

M. M. KIMME7« 

United SUi»e$ ObrntML 

Hon. Wm^iAif H Skwabd, 

Stentarjf StaUf WathinfiUm, D. C. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton. 

No. 521.] DiiPABT.MKNT OF Statk. 

WaA/ii/igtort, April 5, 1S64. 

SiB: I Ijave to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 2l8t ultimo, 
Ko. 438, giving me a slip nrom Galiguaui's Messenger, reprinting from the 
"Globe," of London, a statement in regard to an alleged wlllingneea of tha 
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UDited States to accredit a miniater to and receive one from tlie proposed em- 
peror of Mexico. We are well aware that there was tin fotindation for the 8t.ate- 
ment, and proper measnroa have Ix ^ n taken authoritatively to coutradict it. 
1 am, fiir, your obedient bci vuiit, 

WIUJAH H. SEWARD. 

William L. Dayton, Eaq., 4^ 



Mr, Setoard to Mr, Dayton, 

No. 62i ] Dkpabtmbnt of State, 

IVnithtngton, ApnlQ, 1864. 

Sir: Yonr despatch of March 25, Xo. 440, has been received. 

Yon allude therein to a report that reaches us through English jonmal? of 
eflect that it is arranged that the projected imperial guvernmeut iu Mexico shall 
Boon extend a recognition to the insni^nts at Ridimond. The eontradietion of 
ihifl report, upon the authority of the Emperor of France, as yon have commmii- 
catod it to me, is gratifying, altlion^rli no credit whatever has been given here to 
the statrnients referred to. On tht^ contrary, it hius not seemed probable that 
the Trince Maximilian could extend his guardianship to insurgents here while 
yet engaged in a stniggle with the existing aathorities of Mexico, unless, indeed, 
he was assured of support in that event by the government of France. Nor 
ha.^ it Beemed probable, in view of previon? explanations of M. Drouyn de 
Lliny>j, that the Empeior of the French would be anxinn.-^ to enlarge his re-jxtn- 
Bibiliiies concerniug American politics, at least before the Mexican problem 
should have definitely reached • lolotioiL 
I am, sir, yonr obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

William L. Dayton, Esq. 



Mr. Dajjfon to Mr. Seward, 
[ExtiacL] 

No. 449.] Paris, April 11, 1864. 

Slit : After pnndry impediments, which, it wnnld seem, have rendered the 
action of the Archdnke Maximiiinn Hnmcwhrit unc rt.-iin, and linve much delayed 
Lis departure, it would seem he haa at laat accepted the offered crown of Mexico, 
and to-day he starts on his most adyenturous career, going to that oonntry by 
the way of Rome that he may receive the benediedon of t)ie Pope. I enclose 
you a slip, cut from Galignani, giving the substance of his speech to the Mexi- 
can dej)Utatiou uprm accepting the crown ofiered by them, and likewipo another 
short slip, cut from the Moniteur, behig its only commeut of to-day on the sub- 
ject. The French papers say that his govemment will not only be pr omptly 
acknow It (Iged by the Catholic powers, but by all the leading governments of 
Europe, inclnrlin;^: Kii<:lan(i, Russia, Pmssia, and Fiance. For something like 
this you will, of course, be prepared. 

I. need not say what I have in substance said before, that I look npon this 
proceeding with intense anxiety. Nothing has ocenrred since my residence at 
this court which foreshadows fatnre difficulty with France so probably as its 
action in this matter. God grant that it may be long delayed, and, if possible, 
avoided; but I fear. • • • • • 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WM. L. DAYTON. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Swrefary ef State, 4^ 
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** Tixivn, VHk. —The «mpeTor anrivMl at WImmar jeiterday mornings at dgbt o'clodc 

Aft«r Ki'p:iiiiiK tli(j docuiuent8 aiul titkiiig liroakfaht, 1)18 iuuj»-hty returned to Vienna, at-com- 
paaied by tUe archdukes and Count de Kechbcrg. Their McxittiD majesties will leave to- 
Bumow at 4 p. m. The reception of the depntatioa takes place this day." 

'*Tbiest«, — This day, a little before noon, took place, at Miramar, the official re- 
ception of the Mexican deputation, an<l the ucceptance of the crown of Mexico by the 
Archdukt' Maximilian. M Gutierrez de Etttrada, the he^ui of the deput*tion, deliven-d a 
long adiiits^. in which he dwelt on thi- iniport ttice of the national vote uf Mi xi- «» The 
archduke. r<'|ilyin(i^ in SjiauiHh, said that lie lelt nut the sligbtebt doubt, fioiu liie act of 
adhesion ju8t presented to him, that the immense majority of the country were in favor 
of the imperial form of ^(overnment, anfi of liim.self as the bead of the Bt ite The choice 
of the couniiy had beeu laid down in his reply ot Uctobvr 'i as one condition of his ac- 
ceptance ; and atiotber ftaa, that full guarantees ahould be given of liis bdng able to 
(?evntp biuiFelf peaceably to the task of a Ivanriti:: (he pruT|)erity of the ronn»ry Thifse 
guarantees were now fully assured, thanks to the ma^auiuiity of the Kiui)eix>r of Uie 
Prettcb, who, dmlog the whole of tbe negotiations, had ghown a «tralgbt*for«nu<iiie«i and 
kindneM which he (th'' speaker) could never forget. 'The illustrious head of my fiimily,' 
pursued the archduke, ' having giveu his consent. I now declare that, relying on the 
aseibtanoe of the Almighty, I accept the crown offered me by tbe Mexican nation. Aa I 
ttatt d ill my address ot Octolier 3, I nhall endeavor to place the mon.iri hy uudt-r the 
authority of the cooetitutiooal laws as soou as the pacidcaUon of tbe country shall be 
complete. The force of a government is, in my opinion, more aaBtirod bf aonnd regolatioiM 
than by the extent of its limits, and I shall be anxious for the exercise of my goveniment 
to hx such hounds to it as may insure itn duration. I ahali hold tirmly aloft the ii^g of 
independence, as the symbol of oor future grandeur. I call for' the oo-o;<erattoo of all 
tike Mexiciinfe who love their country, to aid me in tbe acconlpIi^llnlent of my noble but 
miM difficult task Never shall my government forget the gratitude it owes to the illus- 
trious sovereign whose friendly support has rendered the regeneration of our noble land 
possible. I am now on the point of leaving for my new country, paying, as I go, a vilit 
to Korae, where I niiall receive frorr) the linly i ither that bt-niniiction which is eo predoM 
for all sovereigns, but above all to me, called, ua 1 am, to found a uuw empire." 

CTmndaiion.] 

PAin, Afrit 10. 

To-day. the 10th of April, at (. n o'clock in the niorninp, the Archduke Maximilian re- 
ceived at his palace of Uiramar the Uexiotn deputation charged with the duty of otferiug 
to him the crown. Mr Gutlenei de EBtnda, the head of the depatatioo, mnde a speeoh 
to his imperial and fojal highnesi on preewiting to him the vote of the people of the 
various localities. 

The archduke replied by a formal aooepCanoe. 

The head of the deputation thanked hfai Mijesty, and USd it Us liiet tiie fteitlmonlal of 

fidelity of tbe Mexican nation 

Immediately the Mexican flag was hoisted on the palace, and was saluted with twenty- 
one ^uns. A Te Deum was sung. 

I'o-inorrow, at four o'clock, the emperor and empreH of Mexico wUl set oat for their 

new dumiuious. 



Mr. DajfUm to Mr, Seward, 

No. 450.] Paris, April 14, 1864. 

Siu : I herewith enclose to jou a number of slips, cut from Galiguani of tbe 
IStb, 13th, and 14th of this month, in reference to the Arehdoke Maximilinn, 
and hiB acceptance of the throne of Mexico, which I have thought might be 
hitetesting to yon. 

1 am, air, jour obedient servant, 

WiLLiAil L. DAYTON. 

Hon. William H. Skwabd, 

Secreuiry qf State, life. 
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The Memorial Diplnmatiqite give* a long acconnt of the reception of the Mexican dt'puta- 
tioa at Miramar uu Sunday. As the arcbdulce always thruw« ojien bid paric to tiie public 
on hoUdays, an immenie crowd collected to wItoeM tbo arrlTal of the prooeadoa. The 

account 8Jty« : 

Four CMriiages belonging to bis im|>erial bigbuuis, preceded by ootriders, went to 
convey the de|Hitation from the hotel where they bad lodfted ftt the expense of the arch- 

»Uike 'I'ho (Itrpiitati in whk coDjposid of M Gutierre/i de Elntradii, the prtsidfrit ; ('nlnnel 
Vebttiques dti Leou, ex-minister ; M. Aguilar^ exK;baiig^ d'alDiires ; Ueneral Wuii ; M. 
ERandon, banker ; and H. tAnda. merchant. A nnmber of eminent Mexicans, among 
whom were M Arranciz. ex-mini^ter of finana.^ ; M. Murphy, formerly Mexican envoy 
at London ; Colonel Katio, M. Qutierrva de Estrada, jun., with several generals, colonels, 
and other officers, accompanied the depnta^n. All were in fall uniform, as were also 
the officers of the household of the ur«^ h<liil(e, uides-de-cntiip, aii<] the chanil)erl!iiuH The 
deputMtion, after Win^ reccive<l by Count Zicby, who tided the functions of Kraod master 
of the houi<ehold of his imperial higbnes8, were intnxluced into the grand drawing roum, 
into which the Archdulce Maximilian, wearing the uniform of an Austrian vice-a<lmiral, 
immediately afterwards ent<Mv.i. The Frt-nch and Belgian ministerH in Austria wer« 
prese nt at the solemnity. M. Gutierrez dc I'^truda tlien deliver« d a bpft ch iu the ^punitib 
Kinguone expi-vv-in^ the joy felt by tlio Mexicin deputation in huditi;,' themaelvea in 
pnsence of \\\> iii>iH;ii:d hiKhneris ; they ha- 1 erne iu tho UrtUie of tlie imperial refjency to 
auuuunce that tlie vote of the noUihle.>< \s hit ii had (XtiuVrred the crowu on hini ih heitce- 
furth ratifiod by the eothusi.istic adhesion uf the immense majority of tbe eountiy ; the 
tin.itiimotjH ac. I.unatioit of th>- nntaiilc^ of Mixii ,. ut mttiiici[Ml aaUMNritieSf and of 
tbe popular corpt/rations, \u\6 become a truly uatioudl vule." 

The ardiduke then made the reply whloh haa been tranimttted by telegmm. Tha ao- 
cotirit thi n fT it's on to Miy : 

"As i>oon as the arcbduke bad uttered the hist word, tbe deputation and all tbe Mexi- 
cans present aoclMmed their new sovvteign by crying out three times : * God aave the 
enip<Tor Maximilian I.' 'Gui sivti the euiptetcs Chailotlc!' At t!i.' Kiaii- ii.htint, Nilutos 
of artillury. tired from tbe bahtions of the castio, aonouuced to the public tbe accoaoiou of 
the Archduke Maximilian to the throne of Mexico, and were immediately followed hy other 
salttteHi from tlie p<)rt and town of I'lifhte. Then M. Gutierrez de E^trada, as prehident uf 
tiM deputation, returned thanks to bis majesty fur bia del&ailive aooeptauoe of the 2dexicaa 
crown. He said : 

*Sire, this complete and absolute acceptation on the part of your majesty is the prelude 
of our happiue^8; it is tbe consecration uf thn 8alvationof Mexico, of its appronchins; regene- 
ration, of its futvre greatnees Every year, on this day, our children will offer up their 
thank><givingri to heaven in gratitude for our uii aculous deliverance. As for us, sire, there 
remains a la>>t duty to perform, and tbat ui to lay at yonr feet our love, oor gratitude, and 
the homage of oui tidelity I ' 

'■On tuiying those words the prcbl lent of the deputation bent bin kuee and kissod the 
hixTrd of tlie new sovereign acc'mliiig to Spanish custom, as a mtrk of bom ige His ex- 
ample was followt'd by dl the Mcxioiu-i present A proc^t-cerbai of the nccopt4iuce of the 
crown of Mexico having been drawn up, ttie emperor Maximilian first afbxed his signature 
to it. after which tlif tm-mW-rH of the dcpuUition did the same, and lahlly the notable 
Mexicans. That (^lemony having been acuimpUbhed, the deputatiun proceeded into tbe 
apartments of the Princess Charlotte, whom they also proclaimed, and rendered homage to 
her in tln! s^imc niMtJuer. Wliik thost- thiius were taking place at Miraniar. the news uf 
tbe proclamution of the em^ieror of Mexico bad already reiicbed Trieste, and tbe bishop bad 
a solemn n Deum of thanksgiving oelvbrnted in tbe cathedral of Swn Giosto, at which all 
the a'ltln lilt: -s rif thi- town were present. Salutes from the batteries were fire l at the H-ime 
time. Uu the same day M. Zcla^qutis de Ixou, minuter without portfolio, and General 
Woll. chief of the milltaiy household, took poaseesion of their respective poets near che 
pers<;n »)1 the emperor. In the evening tliere was to be a grand dinner at Mir^tniur, when 
tbe new emperor was to appear for tbe first time in tbe uniform of a Mexican lieutenant 
general, modified on the model of the French arm^. His majesty Maximilian I will also 
wear the insignia of the order of the V'irgin of La Guadalupa and (*f the national order of 
Mexico. A grand repreKentation and a iull-dress ball are to be given at the theatre at 
Trietite by the municipality." 

Tbe same Journal likewise gives some information as to tbe settlement of the difference 
which has aritHin cx>ncemlng the Archduke Maximilian's position in the reigning fsmilj ia 
Austria. It nayH : 

To avoid dynastic (ptnrrels and obrlale the partition of the patrimonial property of the 
house of Austria, a 'ainily law imposes (»n every archduthes.s contracting murriai^o the obli- 
gation of signing an act of renunciation, by this engagement she undertakes not to raise 
for herself or for lier desceadanti of either six aaj preUmsions to thaoYvntuai gncoeiihHi to 
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the throne, nor to any jvirticipation in fM'thcr the I'li lowmeiits mistHi on the patrimonW 
property or the inht ritiiiicea which luijiht tall iu ab %tUr-Utto. The en ation of the |^Htr^- 
mooial property dates from the reign of MarlaTbereM ; a conKiderahk- iMirtion of th f.uuily 
property w.-is set asiilc for the cxtniorflinary n-qnirfnivntK of thf tlifT- vii.t mtmhers of the 
family. Tho Grand Duke of Tu«caDy and the Duke uf Moilcna. fur ox imple, now receive 
fram that aouice incomes which eoald not figure on the liud^ct of tlu- ntate Until now 
these acts of ronunciation had culy occurred on the marriage i)f art ^i'^^l lil•^sc.s Tlie oc- 
ceptntioD of a foreign crown hy an archduke is a fact withi>ut jv <><•( fi< iit in ih-- atjnuls of tfie 
honse of Hapeburg Waa it idvlMhhi to riuhjcct thearchdnkc fi> th. idKive-mentioned I.iw? 
A family council, which asw njhled diirit t; the last Ftay f'f tlie archduke in Vi'-nna. took 
the quei^tion into coDHid« rutii.u. Difl'ereut cuubiderations cauhctl the majority uf it«< niern- 
bent to decide in the affirmative lite Aichduke Maximilian is the first agnate. As tiuch, 
ir" l^vIlich Heaven forhidi the Empernr Franci-: Jo-c ph .sluxild die wittmiit a nia'f' heir, ho 
wuuhi be called on by right to the succcu^ion to the throne. There vviu> so little time after 
the reinni of the archduke to Vienna from BmaeelB. where he re>-elved the final vote of th*; 
Uextcan nation, that it was not possible t^^) make all the family nrran^'cmenti* I *-tnri- the 
time ttret fixnl for rec eiving the deputation. He whk tbeiefore called to give adhe- 
aton to • copy «>f the ac(« of renunciation which the arcbdochewes uiinally rig^n^ P^*'^ iouiiljr 
t*) their mairiaj^c, aii i v. ] Ii ):ud alway.s hithetfa) rem dne l in tlu- siine form. In the pre- 
cipitation whivh circumstances rendered necessary, the great ditference between an arch- 
duke acceptltijpr a forttign crown and an archdochcM marrying a foreign prince had been 
oveilo .kcd. K\cry jc uic, ^s hy her inarriape cea!»t H to h- long to the iinpcrin! family, and 
)06«6 her quality of agnate tu huth an extent that her heirs are only entitled to the title uf 
cognates. The Arcbduke Maximilian, on the contraiy. Mill retained h\* title of flrst 
ai;nato, afier acct jiti; :x ilf hceptre of Mont* ziiina. lltb considerition jnstifus tlu- o' jec- 
th>Ui« which tl)e urcliduke tai^ed against the document HUbmitted for his signature. Ni^<>> 
tiations were found n<>cessary to bring matters to an arrangement. As regards the former, 
the Wonlinj; of th-- iu t Inuj Ijeen completely ch intred. in order not only to n inove wliatcwr 
might wuund the prince's feelings, ljut aliio to mention tbe ^pontaneouMtetu of hiii re«ulu- 
tion. As regards tbe substance, the prinoe. having tirmly resolved to devote himself to the 
destinit.'; uf the [ euple which ha*< chcsen him, rcnuiiDC. .- f.>: hiin»< If .md his lieiis, uf h .th 
sexes, all right tu the eventual succestrion to tbe thiune of Au»tria ao long o« the new JMu'can 
dyruuty JuUl emOiime to nign. Tbe renundatton is therefore not absolute. In declaring that 
tlic elTt ctrt of his leuuncialion will coutituiepo lun^' iw hin djna*ity ^hall reign, he implicitly 
depri\ es Lini«elf of the right of alxlicating, except under the pressure of causes iodependeufe 
of bis will. He also encage« to respect acoompitsbed fiiets in the interior of tbe Austrian 
mooatchy. After leaving, if during his ahsence one of his hiotheis should he called on to 
succeed tu the throne, he would recognize him as legitimate sovereign. We have no need 
to point out tlie extent of the concetwion at the point of view of Mexican Interests. But 
that iri not all : the archduke has made other »^icrihce8 ; he ha8 abandoned the half of bin 
appenage, and the whole of his rights of Hucce^nion ab mteMaio. The future empress, ae 
archduebera, received a sura of 20,0UU florins (^.^u,t»uO fr ) as pin money ; wisbing tt» join in 
the dixinterestednetsii of iter august busland, she \n.» also reuoiincod that income. Finallr, 
the dillicultics of which we have just jointed out the origin and the conclusion will liavt-. 
on the whole, only (served to place more in relief the noble and generous character of tbe 
archduke." 

The late proceedings at Mirimar and the nmptatir.n of the Mc.\if an throne hy the Arcli- 
duke Maximilian are rt ni iiktd t>n hy fcevt rni of tiie Pari** journals, width fceeiii to draw a 
long breath ut -atisf.u lion at finding thi^ apparently interminable affkir at last liruught to 
a cl<'<^e '1 lie VottUtUitwuiid h is the .- ul ji ined ohj^ervations : 

" Lvery one is well aware to ul^ut a condition anarciiy, under the form of a republic, 
had tednced Mexico. Ikith France aiid Europe knew only t<xj well tli deplorahle i»tMto, 
as fur m ctmcems huth her material and her moral inteteets, into wl.' K thai unfortunate 
couutr> liad fallen, in coubequeuce of tbe epliemer^l and (>pohattiig ;;<>vernuients, scarcely 
iecogni7A-d at home and dcKpised abroad. What Is less known is that Nh xioo, already de- 
spoiled of half her teiritory, was the sure nrd ^{M•el^y cfntpiett of tin- United "states Tho 
word a»0(iuer>i, however, is t w Aohlo ; for Mexico wa.«i put up tu the highest bidder. If 
the disgraceful contract bad been realised, the consequences of it would have been incalcu- 
lahle ; the latin races would have n-ceived a check fnun which they would with difhculiy 
have recovered The principles of civilizatiou, which constitute our mortU iuducnce hi tno 
world, would have l>een deeply inU rft-red Wtth ; that le the Idea which the Emperor Na- 
pt>lt( II III expressed with t xtiaordiuary euer^;y in his letter to the commander-in ci,ie: .f 
tb« Fieiu h ez]>edition. Mexico, hy the re-establisbment of the muuarchy, returns into 
her traditional path, and again finds the true conditions of Older and pfoqperity withotit 
BacrificiT IT atiythiiig of lier independence What a n -hie mifsion fur the yunng prinr*- who 
accepts u so l>oldly, and comprehends it so well 1 If'raace will thus have once mure iueriw.vi 
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well ttnnj civifiz:ifion. Once more Bhurt-Fighted politicians will have been In the wrong, 
and, thanks to tlu; great pnidtnicu which prt^idcs over our (h\stinto:^, and to thHt pefaever- 
ance which trimnphHi over ol^tncles and nmirJH-s forward to it- ohject with r.d mini hie calm- 
ncKtj, tbirt r«'c;fnenitiua of Mexico which in hciu^ prepared will be one of the aoblest pago) 
of our civilizing minion in Ibe world." 

The Frill :cc also hfw some remarks on the same snVjpct, tho followinfi Iwing ati extract : 
**Tht' accept ^nce of the throne uf Mexico by the Archduke MiiximiiLui Is for France a 
complete polutlon. Her tank \» finisbed. Her army will now return home in sncoeerfon. 
with the prcsti;,"' of n frei-h trlory and the cOris< ioiwnesH of linvi:iL^ performed one of the 
moiit couhiderabie, works of the present age. The expenses which that great exptdltioa 
luw entailed are about to be relmbafMd witli all the lf*g1ttuiate lDd«mn1tiHi that Freach 
subjei ts c'.n rlaim. We have in the face of history the honor of having coD^titiitcii, ulone, 
in t«pitc of the dctjertjon of our allie», and notwithi^tHnding the diflicuUii-8 and peiiU of the 
nodertaking, in the regioDii'of Central America, an emplro, the stalillity of which Is im- 
portant to tli.> intert-Ht.-j of the whole world. It is not only a triumph f<»r the French flag, 
but alK> for our priuciplea. 'J he Mexican empire is established on the htmi* of popular 
mffrHire. which ie, in the new right of which France i« the exprewion, tho only legitimate 
foundation of govornmenta. It is also a triumph for th;it frr< at jwlicy which (xonpies itself 
before all with the general b^iloucc uf power of modern nations, and which, in establish- 
ing in Mexico a «trong. natirtoat, and regolar government there, defends at once the inter- 
ests of Europe and those of all the nationaliti- r* i f South Americn. Li-t'y, I'rench Inter- 
ests uiuiit there liud guarantees and particular advantages, which cannot fail to excite at- 
tention. There has been created on the other side of the Atlantic, by the Tictories of oar 
toliliei-^i, an empire which ow» a its exist-enct; to us ; which ih ' h ii.ils of the niu.st cordial 
frieud»hip and of the most kgitiroate gratitude munt unite to as ; which will give Irrsh 
strength and the straightforward Inflncnoe of onr po!i<-y In the Vew World, and op n the 
unexph)red treasures of its viuit territory t<» French commerce and industry. The dignified 
and elevated s|K-ech dclivere<l by the new emperor, on receiving the Mexican deputation, 
proTe9 how highly he appreciates and how much he desires to second the genrroU8 views 
of France He twice cxpre-sed, in the warmest terms, hiti deep gratitude and his lirely 
sympathy for the sovereign who«e firm policy has conquered for him a powerful tbrane. 
The work of Fr<inoe has tfrm{nat«-d. That of the emperor Maxlmltian now begins." 

The Nation expresses itself in thej-e terms: 

'ibere is above all a fact which ought to Ih; placed in the strongest light. In accept- 
ing the throne of Mexico, in virtue of p.>pular right, the Archduke Maximilian renders to 
that source of authority a Striking hcuuage, which is the more precious that it etiianates 
from a Hapsbnrg, and a meml)er of that dynasty which thus far haa the mo^t openly dU- 
daincd and outraged the principle of uutional soven ij^nty. We are about to witnetis the 
strange spectacle of two brothers, one of whom In Europe overrides tlwt principle of na^ 
tionality fiom which the other in Mexico demands the con«r<Tar!on of his sovereign power 
We shall, no doubt, he permitted to invoke thi.s prei edent when we are contending against 
the policy of Austria in Italy, Hungary and elHcwhere. The example of Maximilian T 
promiM'S, besides, other arguments to the di fenders of liberal causeB. The |irince proposes 
to inaugurnte a constitutional rigimf. which wdl WM)n leplace, in his handa, Uie constitu- 
ent power which has provb(ionally devolved on him. The fiict must not be concealed that 
In a country disordered and ravaged by civil war tho reiLrn of liberty will be difficult to 
estahliiiii ; in such a rfjime is, however, the only hope oi tuUeiy. A Bystem of govern- 
ment which has b<cn pieccnled by afordgn rule should more than any other invigorate 
and strength* n itself by the employment of the national n sources. An abuse of power 
could oul^ give the prince a U.*mporaiy authority ; by a liberal government only can be 
effieutod a reoondliatton and a pacitication of ail the oppoidng elements by which Mexico is 
disturlied. Arbitrary power will, K-Mides, not be t .i-ily iniphinte<! in a country which has 
thrown off the y«<ke of dictatvrbhips, and which has before it, around it, and every- 
where, the example of nations govemiug themselves and prasperlnf by liberty." 

••Lv tt'Ts fioin Vienna," says tho Patrio, ''state that the partitig of tho Emperor fifOtt 
bis brother, the Archduke Maximilian, was rather oool. Tho idea of a Mcxicuu empire 
with an Anstrian prince as sovereign met with decided reristanoe, np to the very last mo- 
ment, in tlie oltiri.il ( in 1( s of the Austrian c ijiit i1 The firinnes-s of character nf the arch- 
duke alone was able to triumph over that opposition, and now that the uselemness of all 
those efforts has been proved, the watchword in the regioos of Vienna is : * Heidoo and 
its emperor are stmngers to Austria and her interests.' " 

ToB luiPUioR or Mxxico — A telegram from Trieste to-day informs us that his Majesty 
Is now moch twtter, and intends to leave Miramar oo Thursday next.—- (Globe.) 

The future empress of Mexico has just tumfnl author, and Issuim! privately "Sonvcnlli 
de Vo^a^e a bord de la Faalaaie," and " Un Hiver dans I'lsle de Mad^re." — (Beader.) 
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Mr. Daytcm ic Mr. Seward. 

No. 452.] Paris, April 18, 1864. 

SiK : I herewith send you a printed translation of the *' Convention concluded 
between France and Mexico, to regulate the oonditioPB of the stay of the French 
troons in tliis last-named countiy lor the purpose of eBtablithing order and con- 

Bolinfitiiig the now oinpirc." 
The couventiou explains itself. 

I am, mr, roar obedient servant, 

WM. L. DAYTON. 

Hon, William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State, Ijfc. 



[Botilottttft.] 

The Monitetir. tn Its official pari, oontidiu the test of the oonventlon ooncladed betwesa 

France i\u(\ Mt xico. to rc^Miliitf thf ( ■ oiilitioi*.'* of th*' stay of tlic French troojw in this labt- 
nained country fur the purpoue of eutabliiiUiag order aod oonsoUdaiiag the new empire. 
Ihe convention rans thns : 

The ;:<'Vi.rtimt'nt of tlu- Emperor of the Frendi and (bat o*" the cmpi-ror of Mexico, ani- 
mated With sax equal desire to secure the re etttaUibhrneut of order iu Mexico aud to cou- 
■oUdate the neir empire, have resolved to regulate bjr a conrention the conditions of the 
Btny of the Fraodi tioops In thai oountiy, and have named thair plentpotentlariMs to that 
effect, vis : 

The Enperorof the Ptendi, M. Charles Herhet, minister plenipoti^otiary of the first dsn, 
councillor of state, director of the ministiy of foreign affidis, giaod oflker of the legtoo of 

honor, &c. ; 

And the emperor of Mexico, M. Joaqnin Velasqnea de Leon, his mIolstCT of state with- 

out portfolio, grand officer of the distin'^uislu d orler of our Luly *>{ Guadalupe, .Vc. ; 

Who, after iiaving communicated to each other their full powers, agreed ou the foUow- 
ing prnvisioDS: 

Ahi iclk 1. The French tnxjpfi at present in Mexico shall be reduced a« rooa as pos«ible 
to a corps of 25,000 men, iocluding the forci;;n legion. This corps, in order to satei^uard 
the interests which led to the interve ition, Hhall remain temporarily in Mu:tico, ou the 
conditioiiK hud down by thf^ fidlowiu;:: articles: 

AuT 2. The French troops shall evacu ite Mexico iu prop irt ion as the emperor of Mea* 
ico bhall be able to organize the tritopa neccsjiary to replace tii«m. 

Art. 3. The foreign legion iu the service of France, composed of 8,000 men, sh ill nev- 
erthelesa remain in Mexico six years after all tin- otli- r !>ench troopn sli.d! iiavc been re- 
called, in coiiforniity with article 2. P>oni thai nioiuc ut the «aid legion eli il! paso into the 
Horviec and pay of the Mexiain government, which rrKi i vt s to itself the right Of abridging 
the duration ol the employment of the foreign legion in Mexico. 

Abt. 4. The jtoints ol the territory to W cxrcupicd by the French troops, as well as the 
snlliUuy expeditions of the BlUd tfoops, if there be any, shall be determined in common 
concord direi tty between the emperor of Mexico and the oommaadant-in-chief of the 
French coi pn. 

Art. 5. On all the poloti where the garrison shall be exclusively composed of Hexicsn 

troops, the military eommand shall devolv • on t!ie French commander. In ca<?e of expe- 
ditions combined of French and Mexican troops, the superior direction of thobe tiOops shall 
also belong to the French OOmmander. 

Abt. 6. The JTrenoh commander shaJl not iaterCsre with any braadt of the Mexioan ad* 
miniht ration. 

Abt. 7. So long as the rsqnirements of the French eorpt d^mmie shall necearitate a tH* 

monthly service of trniisp^irts lu-twi-en Frmce and Vera Cruz, the exiwnse of the said «ier- 
vice, fixed at the sum of 400,000 francs per voyage, (going and returning,) siiaU be paid 
hf If esioo. 

Akt. S. The naval stations which France ni iintains in the 'West Tndi-'s and in the 
cific ocean shall often bend veMcis to bliow the Frtuuh Hag iu the ports of Mexico. 

AaT. 9. The ezpensea of the French expedltloo to Mezfoo, to be paid by the Ifextosa 
government, ore lixed at the 8um of 270 milliori.s for the whole duration of the cxpt. lition 
down to the 1st of July, 1864. That sum th&il bear interest at the rate of 3 per cent, per 
of^Maiioo.'^ the IstofJulyall tfaa ezpeiiMBof tho Uexltian amijrsbaU beat the cfaaige 
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Abt. 10. Tho indemnity to be paid to France by the Mexlcu gorernment for the paf 

and lUHinteniiiice of tbe trMipti of tbe eorpt d'armitiiitttt the 1st (if Jnlj* 1864, remidns fixed 
at the sum of 1,000 francs a year for eacb man. / 

Avr. II. The Mexican government shall hand over to the French government the snm 

of Mxty-Kix millioDK in bonds of tbe loan, nt tbe mt<- of mue, viis : fiTty-four millions to 
be deducted from tbe debt meationed in article 9, and twelve millions as an inetalmeat 
of the indemnitied due to Frenchmen fn virtue of article li of the present oonTention. 

Abt 12. for tbe paviueut of the Burpliia of the WMr expeuHeM, and for aoquitting tbe 
cbfirpfK In articIeK 7, 10, nnd 14, tbe Mexican govf-rnment enf:ii;:,'e« to p^y annually to 
Framcc the nxim of twenty-fivi' millions in specie. 'I but sum shuH bv nnputt-d. first, to the 
sums due in virtue of arth bw 7 and 10 ; and secondly, to the amount, inU rent and princi- 
pal, of tbe 8UU1 fixed in article 9; thirdly, to tbe iiiduunities which shall reoiain due to 
French snhjfrii* in virtue of urtiele H and following?. 

Akt. 13 The Hexiean government shall pay, on tbe last day of every month, Into the 
bands <>f tbe p:iym:ustcr getter t1 of tbe army, what shall l>o due for covering tlie expenses 
of tbe French tniop.s reujaiiiiij>; iu Mexico, in (onforiuily with article 10. 

Abt. 14. The M>-\iran government engager t'> indemnify French Sttb|ects for the wrongs 
they have newly sutTiTcd, and which were tbe original cause of the exi>edition. 

Art 15. A mixKi conitnis.siun, compused of three Frenchmen and three Mexicans, ap- 
pointed by tbeir respective reglnents, ehall meet at Mexico within three months, to exam- 
ine and deferiiiiiie iIk-sc claims. 

Akt. 1i» a coiiniiifhiou <»f ri-vihion, ctniiposcd nf two Frenchmen and two Mexicans, ap- 
pointed in the same uiainirr, sitting at Paris, shall proceed to the definite liquidation of 
tlie claiiits already admitted by the commis»i<>n designated in the pieoediog article, and 
lihali decide on thoee which have been received for iU« decision. 

Abt. 17. The French government shall set at liberty all tbe MsKlcan prisoners of war 
as sof)n a« the omp-ror of M xi' o sliall have enton-d bis states. 

Aet. 18 Ihe present couveutiuu shall be latiiied, and the ratifications exciianged as 
early as po»ible. 

Done at the castle of Mtfamar, this 10th day of April, 1884. 

HKRBEX. 

JOAQUIK TEEiASQUEZ DE LBON. 



Mr, JDayUm to Mr, Seward, 
[Extiact.] 

No. 454.] Pabis, April 22, 1864. 

Sir : I visited If. Bronyn de LhnjB yesterday, at the department of foreign 
affiaiirs. The first words he addressed to me on entering the room were, "Do 
yon bring nn pe icc or bring us war V* I af«ked him to what he referred, and he 
said he referred more immediately to those resolutions recently passed l)y Con- 
gress iu reference to the invasion of Mexico by tbe French, ana the cstablirih- 
raent of Mazimiliaa npoa the throne of that country. I said to him, in reply, 
that I did not think France had a right to infer that we were about to make 
war against her on account of anything contained in those resolutions. That 
they embodied nothing more than had beeu constantly held out to the French 
government from the beginning. That I had always re|)resented to the govern- 
ment here that any action on their part, interfering with the form of govern- 
ment in Mexico* wonld he looked upon with dissatufaetion in our country, and 
tliey could not expect us to be iu haste to ackunwlcfl^^e ,i monarchical govern- 
ment built upon the foundations of a republic whicli was our next neighbor. 
That I had reason to believe you had held the same language to the French 
minister in the United States. This allegation he did not seem to deny, but oh- 
▼ionsly viewed the resolutions in rpie.^'tion as a serious step upon our part; and 
I am told that the leading secessionists here build largely upon these resolutions 
as a means of fomenting ill feeling between tlii-' country and some others and 
ourselves. Mr. Mason and his secretary have gone to Brussels to confer with 
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Mr. Diulley Mann, who i? tln ir cnramissiouer at that plaoo. Mr. Slidcll, itis 
8aid» wai» to iiave gone to Auatria» oltboueh he has not yet got off. 

I am> sir, yonr obedient B6nrant» 

WM. L. DAYTON. 

Hon. William H. Skwarp, 

Secretary of iState, 



Mr* Stward to Mr. Daytem, 

No. 537.] Dbpabtmext op Statb, 

WathingtoH, Aprd 88, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose for vonr information a copy of a despatch 
of the 1st instant, No. 141. received at this dcpartni' iit frmn 'Miarh s A. Lea?, 
esq.t our commercial agent at Belize, reBuccting the arrival at iiiitihli iioudurad 
of a nnmber of eonthern refiigees from TexM. 
I am, tar, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

William L. Daytun, Esq., 



No. 141.] USITID SlATES CORStJLAE AOENCT, 

Betm, AprH 1, 18<4. 

Snt : By an turrlTal from HatanonM we haire added to the popuUtloa of this ootooy a 

nonibtir <»f B»>utliernt'ri<, who escaped from Texas, an<I have dett-rmhied to take »ip their 
reeidenue wilhin these pusseasioDs. TUey report that thute is uo hope left fur the couftd- 
ency, and that there are thooaands now fn Texas who are anxlotw to escape, hat caneot, 
it) C' list qn -nce of the 8triugon(. v of tht; MnckaiU-. That is to wiy, those arc p,»itios who 
either cuuoot remaio ia the suuth after tho rehelliou shall be clmted, iu consequence of 
their not bdng oompreheoded in ths aain«6tjr proeUmatton, or from a deep-seat^l hatred 
and anini>.>;t y will not ugjiixi. ooliseot Co vmlde among tu ae brother members of the same 
national family. 

The Indiyidnsis above referred to, as havtnir jiut arrived here, are the moond arrival of 

tho kind within (he just few weeks, all hringinR the same report. Now. if these reports 
be true, (and I doubi Dot they arc true,) then it seems to me that an important considera- 
tion is at once presented, namely, a» to whether it would not he hnmane as well iv'' \yo\\tSn 
to allow nome door to be opened by which such persons may es«ipe from our couutry. If 
their aoimo^itit^ are such that they are no longer willing to live with us in peace, then I 
Ktf^e that they are not worth having as cltlsens and residents Their places can soon be 
filled by a better clasrt of persons. When I write thtis, it must not bo presumed that I 
would have our government and nation ignore the punishing, even to the execution of a 
death sentence, the arch traitors, and to accomplish tliat end to carnfally dose all the ave- 
nnes by which such nntjht escape. I refer more particularly to th%t clasn of persons who, 
from bitterness of feeitug, are unwilling to take an oath of allegi'vnce, or to longer live in 
peace with ns. and hence prefer to seek a home in a forei^^n* land. The fact is, that tbe 
authorities and large landed proprietors of this colony im:igine that tliey ciin we in thnse 
persons the hops of this country; th^t, if they can be allowed to escape trooi the south, 
thousands would seek their homes in British Honduras, thus furnishing at once, an Intelli- 
gent, experienced, and producing p' pulation, particularly tn the cultiv;iti<Mi of cotton, 
sugar. t<)l>acco, &c , and I have made the suggestion herein contained at tiic direct request 
of some wealthy and influential gentlemen of this phvce. On yesterday Governor Austin 
gave his first dinner party, at which the B»li|sct.was OMivasscd, and I there pronii.sed to 
rommuni*nt'' with the Uiiit^Hl St-iites irovernraent in regard to the matter; hence, if yon 
deem the Kuggestioos worthy of consideriiiiou, I beg to ask, on behalf of the parties abova 
alluded to, at the head of which may be considered the governor, that you will be pleased 
to communicate it to the hooomble Secretary of State, through whom it may reaoh the 
President. 

With great tei^ect, I hava the honor to be yonr most ol>ed{ent servant. 

CHARLES A. I.EAS. 

Untud iSuiUt Lkumdar AgenL 

Bon. F. W. SswAin, 
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Mr, Seward to Mr, Dayton, 

No. 538.J Dbparthe\t of State, 

Washington , A pril 30, 1864. 

Sir: Your (Tospntcli of April 11, Xo. lia^i been received. 

I thauk you lor the inlbnuatiou it brings coucerniug the acceptance of the 
tendered crown hy the Archduke Mazimtlian, and his intended depnrtnre for 
Mexico. 

Events wliicli liave rocontlv occurred in the oaptrrn section nf tliat countrr, 
if they art' ( (.ircctly reported, »[iow that the JHexic.ui national authorities are 
not likely to be ioimediately suppretjscd. It is of course not impossible that 
new embamiBflmente for this government msj grow ont of the archdnks's m- 
enmption of authority in Mexico. Bat we uiul do all that pradenoe» joatioe* 
and honor rcqnire to avert them, at the Mune time we shall not foMgo the aaaer- 

tion of any of oiir naiionHl rights. 

If such prcc.'iuiione» fail to secure us against aggression, we uhall then, I trust, 
be able to rise without great effort to &» new duties which in that case will 

have devolved upon us. I remain now firm* as heretofore, in the opinion that 
tlw (hsfiiiies of the American continent are not to be permanently controlled by 
any political arrangements that cm be made in the capitals of JjiOrope. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

William L. Bayton, Esq., ige. 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Day torn. 

No. .')42.] Department of State, 

Watkingion, May 9, 1864. 

Sir : Your despatch of April 22, No. 454, has been received. What jon 
have said to M. Dronyn de Lhuys on the subject of the resolution of the 
House of Representatives concerning ^lexico, .ts yoti have reported it, IS entirely 
approved. The ret^^ilution yet remains unacted uj)on in the Senate. 

Mr. (Jorwin was to leave Vera Cruz on the 3d instant under the leave of ab- 
sence granted to him by this department on the 8th of August last. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

William L. Dayton, Esq., tgc. 



Mr, DayUm to Mr, Seward, 

No. 465.] Pabis, May 16, 1864. 

Sib : In a recent conference with M. Dronyn de Lhuys he complained se- 
riously of your late action in r^hsing to the French navy a supply of eoal 
bou;;lit by it in New York. He says France never has declared and never will 
declare coal contraband uf war ; that if tlie TJnited States should do so, it would 
be a retrograde move, inasmuch as its traditional policy had always been in 
lavor of neutrals and in limitation rather than in extension of the list of contra- 
band. He hopes that we will not retrace our steps, but in this matter adhero 
to our pai?t policy; that France has nlway? pfone with us, or we with her, on 
these qne-^tions of maritime law, and he does not think it for the interest of 
cithrr country to part company ; at least, that was the iufereuce from his lan- 
guage. 
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He infonnpd me, farther, that yoar opinion was nndmtood to be favorable to 
letting the coal go to the French vessels, but diiBealty was made bj the Secre- * 

tary of the Treju^ury. I told him if this were so there might be some quest on 
connecfccl with the revenue which had interfered, but he thought otherwise, and 
said that it was made to rest purely upou the (juedtion, is coal coatrabaud of 
var? This is a qaeBtian of deep interest to the French goTemment— deeper, 
perhaps, than to vi», she having a large navy and fifth 00a/, while Oreat Britain 
and the United States li ive an abundance of the latter article. 

He said, further, that if the United States should declare coal a contraband 
of war, it would place France iu a false position in reference to our country. 
That she, France, holding coal not to be eontraband, would be compelled to 
supply it to our enemies in time of war, and to the confederates, while denying 
it to ns because we denied it to them. That they would dislike much to be 
placed in a position indicating such apparent want of neutrality, yet that it 
would be inevitable if coal was declared by us contraband of war. 

There is a good deal of sensitiveness manifested here npon this point. M. 
Bonher, minister of state, refened to it, I obsove, in his late speech in the 
Chamber of !)i pntli'-^. 

I am, sir, your obedient aervaut, 

\s :sL L. DAYTON. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Secretary State, ^ 



Mr» Seward to Mr. Dayton* 

No. 561.] DEPAHTJvn NT of State, 

lVa.sJ,i/ig/on. May 21, 1864. 

8IS: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 3iay 
2, No. 461, and to approve of your proceedings tiierrin mentioned. We leani 
that Mr. Corwin, our minister plenipotentiary to Mexico* is at Havana, on his 
letmrn to the United States, under leave of absence. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILUAM H. SEWABD. 

William L. Dayton, Esq., ^. 



ilfr. Setoard to Mr, Dayton, 

No. 557.] Dbpartmrnt op State, 

Washington, May 23, 1SC4. 
Sir: I enclose a copy of a despatch of the 27th ultimo, and of its accomjMi- 
niments, addressed to this department by Mr. Chase, consul general of the 
United States at Tampico, from which it appears that that officer has been 
treated very rudely by the French military commandant there, and even 
threatened with imprisonment. You will make a proper representation upon 
the subject to the minister for foreign aft)iir« of France, and will state to him 
that due reparation will be expectea by this government. As the correspond- 
ence speaks for itoelf, no inquiry as to the fiicts of the ease would seem to be 
necessary. 

1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM il. SEWAIU). 

William L. Dayton, Esq., Sfc. 
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Ko. 18.] Oonoun GmtAi; or thb Vwrm BTAtm, 

Tampieo, Apnl 27, 1864. 

Sir : T hav<> the honor to niclogo l]^'^l•^vith a copy of n not'» {So. \) ufMressed to me by 
the Fretah HiijK-rior toiumaiidHtit d tlii* pluce on the 25tli instant ; Jilsoa cor>y of my reply 
thereto. (No. 3.) which wh<4 writtt n and oent to that oflic«r thirty minutes After thll reoeipl 
of hi« first note, (marked Nn 1,) altliough it was rccrivod at twilight 

My clerk went to and returned from the office of the coium^ndant three times, without 
finding him, for the purpose of putting him in po-'Vession of the above-mentioned reply 

At the hour of 9 SO p. m I rcc ivcd the j- ' Mud note, (No 2,) nionarins? me with impris- 
oumeiit, and, without knowing its conteuts, 1 sent him the reply, (No. 3,) after which I 
was not molested. 

The <»;ip(>t tune nrrival of the United States steamer Knnawha, Captain Taylor, off thin 
bar on the following morning, bad the effect to eoften the temper of this imperiouii 
anperior oomuandant ; stitt, I oomkler It my dvty to anbrnft this case to yoor decbkm, in* 

dulgine the hope th.it rf^dn-ss for fhi'^ ontriu'e will i>e s;.i.'<!iiv 1<-mand«d bjmy gOTerament. 
I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient surv^^nt, 

FBAKEUK CHA8B. 

F. W. Skwaro. Efq., 

AuitkMt Swrdary <^ Siak, Wathmg(on, D. 0» 



Ommmimi Oimtm to Mr, Cham, 
[Translatioa.} 

Tamhoo, JprU 25, \8GL 

The commandcr-in r!iirf nf Tmnpiro l>cps the consnl of the United States to be pK-astd to 
give bitu the names and ChriBtiau names of the individuals who have this day entered this 
dty. and who have not reported tbemwivesat our office He will be pleased to gnanuitee, 
under his re.-;ponsihility, thf ^'o(h1 conHnct of th-^s^^ pcn^ms. In case he should not dt) so, 
the superior commandant will have them ancsted as vagabonds. We rmiuini an imme- 
diate reply. 

The superior eon^mnndant, 

T. DS 0IVEBT0S8. 

Tho CoRsvL of th» UmhdSUkt, 

OmmmkuA Oitertm to Mr, Chm, 
Ko.S. 
fryaaalation.] 

Tampioo, April 25, 1864. 
It prr mr-d to me that T had nicked of the rnnnnl of the Unite*! States what were the 
nameii of the Americans who had this day entered uur city. Jjet bim be pleased to au;<wer 
immediately fiir the good condactof those IndlTidoals ; otherwise I shall 6nd myself under 
the painful necessity of making him penooally reapoaiible thereior, and to make him my 
prisoner. Keply immediately. 

The soperior commandant, 

Y. J>KGIYSBT08S^ 

The Unnso Statbb Corsov 



No. 3. 

Mr, Ckm to Oamnmdmt Okfertott* 

OOBMLAXS Gmsab of the UNiri^D Statk^, 

Tampieo, April 25. 1864. 

^ifi : In reply to yoor note of the present date, I hare the honor to state to yon that the 

only persons I am aware of who have arrived in this city are those that oame in on yester- 
d'ly, viz: (Mfar!*^ E .Tohntson, VVilliam Garret, and Lewis Davison, senraeo, and five passen- 
gera — the names of the latter I have not as yet ascertained — all of whom are from the 
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Atntrican schooner E. D. McClenahftn. G. R. Edijett, rannter. whidi veMSl was hitdy 
wrecked D«ar botu la Marina on her pa.'^e.ige from Nuw Orleans for thin port 

The«e peraons are doubtless petioeiible ; bnt if I should hear of (uiyihitig to the contrarj, 
they will not receive any counteDance or protection from this consulate. 

I bav« the honor to be, air, most raapectfally , your obedient aervnnt, 

FKANKUN CHASE. 

The SnvwoB Conumun^ftkkflaet, 4c> 



Jfr. Dayttm to Jfr. Seward, 
[BKtnok.] 

No. 4S4.J Paris, June 8, 1864. 

Sir : I thought M. Droayn de Lhujs was rather disposed to find fault with 
late proceedings of our government. He referred njjain to your rcftiBal of coal to 
their fleet, and to your giving up, as he said, to be haiifrcd the secretary of 
Vidaurri, who had fled to Brownsville for protection, although now there was 
scarcely a war against France in Mexico— nothing against them but some roving 
maraaaing batids. He said, too, after their military officers were on the ocean 
to visit oar country, with a viow to examine what wa» to be seen iliore, and 
with our assent and assurance of welcome, they wore then infomit'd that fhi)i line 
or that could not be examined. M. Drouyn de Lhuys said it would have been 
more agreeable if notice had been sooner given, &c., &c. I could not but fed 
that this qucrulouBness was in part the result of a consdoasness that we, and 
not they, really had just cause of complaint He was disposed to antidpate 
me in these matters — to comjdain rather than be oompkiined of. 
I am, sir, vour obedient servant, 

Wll. L. DAYTON. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwakd, 

Secretary qf State, 



Mr* Seward to Mr, DayUm. 

No. 573.] Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

W4uhiitgto», Jwme 8, 1864. 

Sir: Referring to my instructions of the 23d ultimo, No. 557, and to its ac- 
companiments, relative to the rude treatment of Mr. Chase, tin* United States 
consul at Tampico, by the French military commandant there, 1 now tran^^mit a 
copy of a further despatch from Mr. Chase of the 10th ultimo, No. 21, which 
gives a more detailed aeconnt of the matter. I need only fr> say that the ag- 
gression on the consul, for which yon can ask reparation, is the menace contained 
in the second note of the French commandant to Mr. Chase. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

William L. Dayton, Esq., Ifc. 



Mr. Cham to Mr. F. W. Seward. 

Kg. 21.1 COKSULA9l GaMBHAi. OF THK UxiTKD StATZS, 

fkmfiM, M^ 10, 1864. 

Sot : On the 27th altimo I had the honor to address a letter to you on the subj-ct of 
two notes sent to mo by the French superior commaodaat of thia place, with which I en* 
idoMd oopiea of the sold notea and copy of my reply to the first A preta of busioeMon tbte 
ooBiQlnt^ and tho pfonpt dMpatch of the Biltiah itaamer's naSl, prevented me etDding a 
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fall report and the reqaklte touislations. «d omtadoo which I oow heg Imvo to nipplji 

vitb til'- forowiriir explanations and enclosures 

From the uut^et of the Kreuch intervention with thirt country I have carefully pursued 
« strictly neutral ooaiw, aod every Ainerlean dtUnn redding Id this place haa followed my 
advicf nnd example; nnd tip to the pr«fent moment notona of them has l>een accnse*! 
of xnedilling in tbe political or military ailairii of the cooDtiy. lu the mean time I have 
flnnly defeoded their }iMt rights, but Invariably mantfesting a ooncUiatory disposition. 

You will plia-i- poifcive thiit in the first rmt.' of the French coniinrin<Iiint he demands tho 
named of certain individuals who, he alleges, euterod this city outliat day, (April 25,) and 
endeavored to hold merespoosfble for their moral coiidoct. That note was written in the 
Frencli Ian;rua^,'f. and nut ili li\vr<d to me until twi!ii?lit on the day of its 'fate; nnd, 
uotwithbtandiug the unsciuionahle hour, I uhtaineda verbal translation, and sent my reply 
to It In thirty minutes after its receipt ; but my clerk, not finding him in his oflBee. went 
and rotnined with it three c.r>nsr< utivo tiint s without finding iiim. At 9 30 p m I re- 
oeivifd the second note, and, not knowiu|; its conWnts, I again sent my reply to the liist. 

The seoond note was ao written as to leave me In doubt whether the threat of iuapris- 
otmnDt t xf :iid''d to n)e or not, nnd under tUat doubt I caile<l ivt an early Imvir on the 
conimar.da'jt, aud {Kiinted out the impropriety of bis attempt to hold me rospousuble for 
the conduct of any perHons ent^rln^' this place. He excused himself on the plea of alarm- 
ing reports tiiere were in circulation. 

In this tftate of Hil<urs Captain luylor, of the United States steamer Kanawha, happily 
arrived here, nnd, fearing that the i^tpearanoe of that vessel might excite aome teftl alarm. 
I lost no time in presoutlng that officer to the commandant, who ocmrteoosly reported thi> 
presence of hh vessel. 

On my return to my ofhoe. I had a careful perasal of the second note, and ascertained 
that the threat of impriHonmokt WM aotoallj made against me, and I felt much regret 

that I had paid thene virtits. 

The individuals who entered this city were those mentioned in my reply to the command-' 
ant, all of whom were duly reported to tlia captain of the poet. Among the pMseagera 

there was only onf^ Americiin citir/en. 

I did not tkiiiiii it proper to reply to the second note from the commandant, but I 
expressed my aatonlahment at its contents to the acting French consul at this port 
remarkinpr at the Kame time that no diltii nlty was p»ndiii;; hotweeaoor respective gOTOrA' 
mentrt, and that it belioove*l the authoiities not to provoke any. 

Shortly att r tlut conver>ation tlie consul wsasent t> me with a message from the 
OOmmau'Iiiit olfciridg to reiire hiH iiote>. In '"P y T stat • 1 tli it if the eotntnand im' felt 
any regret for his conduct t^jwards me, aud was willing to ouer an apology in writing, I 
WQOld taice much 8ati<<faction in forwarding it to my government, aa the aftiir was now 
too Berious to hr (\<'i \t\e<\ by (his consulate. 

This oti«;r was declined, and I now respectfully beg leave to submit this plain statement 
of the case to you, believing tliat you will oonrider it of sufficient importiiuce to uke 
meai'nrert for obtaining ledieM for this unprovoked wrong and Id security for my futoice 
protection. 

I have the honor to he, sir, with great esteem and reject, your m<»t oliedicnt servant, 

FBAJilKUM OHASS. 

Fato BRICK W. StWABJ), Esq., 

(The two notes and reply referred to in the above despatch, and which formed its aooom- 

paniments, are the &irae as those enclot-ed in Mr. Chawe's despati h of ilo- 27th of April 
hut, No. 16 J pabiished in despatch of the 23d of May, No. 657, to Mr. Dayton.] 



Mr. Dayton to Mr, Seward. 

No 489.] V\nis, June 13, 1864. 

Sir : I have tlie honor to enclose hnrowith an original Utter received a few 
days biuce irom certain individuals, lately officers of the Mexican army, now 
prisoQers of war In France, together with a copy of the answer returned ac- 
uowledgtng its receipt. 

I am, air, yoor obedient Ber7ant» 

WiL L. DAYTON. 

Hon. William ILSbward, 

Seerttary of State, ij/e. 
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TouBS, Dbpahtmk-vt or Inprk Loire. May 2fi, 1S64. 

Sm : As soon ns the blinfl apoloeiets of the t^>]>hipm(> and i rejudices of unotlior epoch 
rousfd the pa8-i(tn8 and inten'sU* of the government near which you are accnnJited, pro- 
rluiin;: the unjnstifinhle invasion of whicli the Mexican territory is at presi'nt the theatre, 
we cufitprcLeiidtd the new field which presented itt>elf to the human race to continue \H 
oonqut«t8 of progreas, of ImptoTement, Mtd of perftetion, to which ft InceraanUj aaphct, 
in c<iinpli;mre with Ihwa which n<>thiti£r can Impede. 

Alj'triicting our-elves from seitieii thoughts, we enter in troiwl faith on ihc pith oflD* 
▼estimation, peeking the rules of momlity, the dogmas of phila^iphy. the prcrepts ofjoi* 
tire, on which mif^ht hanjr the prelcxt for ovorthmwing onr indcp- nilerx c, (it>fr lyine fitir 
institutions, ^tiding our opinioixb, and castiog around our in cki* the clmins forced hefore- 
band In the workshofw of France. We must oonlvflB, Mr Mininter, that neither in mo* 
rality. nor in nason. nor in justice, nor in history, nor in the annak of h»imaTi:tv, do we 
find a single word which can justify so voKt an outra«;e, but without mucii effort we find 
thai it rested on our wretchednem and on our weakneaa, becanse we hare labored eanvgh 
in (it molishing tlio ancient edifice, whose si»ciat conditions were repnirnarit, to hiiry 
beneatit \u ruins the rights of the citizen, in order to build up a new edifice where mi^'bt 
etiYnally dwell the ilgbta of nan There was. therefbre, no room for hesitation ; the 
6wor>l not argument. In this Idea, gr;is|)in;;? ours in one hand, and beirin<^ aloft in the 
other tlie sublime tablet of the rights of man. convince 1 that an assault upou the oatioD- 
atitf of one people is an assanit npon that of every people, we gave a beginning to the 
Btrnpgle Victory smiled on awhile, notwithstandint; that our advers-iry, to hi** in(^JS« 
pntable knowledge in the art of war — knowledge very huperior to ours — added deception 
and perfidy in order to oonqoer na. At length, at Pnehia, we eoocnmbed to the snperlofltf 
of pli\ sic.il force, and cainc to thifl country in the charnctor of prisoners of war of France. 

We are in the firm conviction that, in proportion as we strip ourselvi^ of our prejudice! 
and of onr privileges, reason tesnmes her place and ctvilf cation is aggrandised — not tlwtcivi- 
lizition whose ricctric shock produces the shock of arms, but that whose torch i(< kindled 
in the couccieoce of the people We, in oonscqnence, think that wars of ambition and of 
cominest are no longer possible ; those of emnndpatlon and of liberty can idone take place, 
tmtil the time arrive in which there can be no material forces which can contend with 
moral force. Ihe enlightened and magnanimous American people thinks as we do, 
and, althon7h tormented bj a dvil war whose end will be the secnritiy of the rights Md 
immunititH of man, does nolf oo that nocoont, renudn indiffnent in n strife lASA 
affects ltd interests. 

Even here we have heard Its protest, and, considering it to be aa nnavotdaUe duty whi^ 

gratitude counsels that your government should know the sincere and profound scntuiunfs 
of admiration and re8j)ect with which we are inspiied by the virtues of the people of the 
United States of America, our position obliges us to address the present letter to yoa, 
begging you to think proper to become the ifit< r;iri ter of our fraternal affection. 

At the eame time we ask yon, Mr. Minli^ter, to deicn toacccpt the assurance of thetcij 
high cousidemtiun with which we arc your veiy humble and obedient servants, 

Colonel GOMEZ, PoriugeL 

Colonel Jt 'Sf: MONTKSESOF. 
Colonel LEWIS LKGONETA. 
Commodore JUAN URBINA. 
Lieutenant Colonel V H RUKERA8. 
Commandant PABLO REUTEVIA 
Commandant t'RANgUi'iX^M tUBTEZ. 

His Fxcellency Mr. DATTOir, 

Envoy Ejtrtifjriiinnry mid Minuter Plfnifofentinn/ 

the UnUed Statu <^ America near ihe French governtnent. 



Pabhi. /him 7, 1864. 

Grxtlfhto : As rep cpcnfativc of the government of iho Tnifed States at Paris, it i« 
my pleading duty to acknowledge the receipt of your b tter of the 26ih of May l»ti, 
to thank yvti for the kind sentiments and cnoooiajsing sympathies fbesda expresied. 
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It will ^ve me much pleaanra to forward yonr oommnnleaifoo to the gorennnent at 

WHShiDKtOQ. 

Accept, gentlcToen, the assurance of highest reepect with which I baie the honor to 
he, your very hutuble and very obedient servaut, 

WM. L. DAYTON. 

Colouc'l Jrst s QoMKZ, PorUig^ 

CoK'iicl Lkwis Lekuncta, 
ComiudiiilHnt JcAX Urbina. 
CuuiuiauUuut Paulo Rcutkvia, 
Commandant fzAnqoatm Uobtkz, 

nun, (litdn Lain,) Frmn, 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Dayton, 

No. 593.] Dbpaetmbnt op Statb» 

WathingUm, Jtme 27, 1864. 

Sib : In your despatch of the 8th of Jane, No. 481, which has already been 
ackuowledgt <1, yoii icniiirkod that you thought ^l.Drouyn de Lliuys was rather 
disjioscd to liud fault with hiLe proceoiliugf of this gov-cnimctit ; tlint he; rcforred 
again to our retu:»al of coal to the Freuch heet aud to our giving up " to be 
hangc d," as he said, the secretary of \ndaarri, who bad fled to BroirnsTille for 
TOOtectiou» although there now was scarcely a man against France in Mexico. 
You state that M. Drouyu de Lhuys further remarked, that after their military 
officers werf on tlie ocean to vinit onr country with a v'u w lo examine what waa 
to be seen there, with our a^jseut aud ai^surauce of welcome, they were then in- 
formed that thia line or that eonld not be examined, and that it wonld have been 
agreeable if notice had been sooner given. In ytmr def>patch No. 483 you inti- 
mate an appiehenaion that the Freuch government may not be unwilling to find 
UB actiiiL' as to enable it to asaume that it ia put on the defeasive9 and eutitled 
to vindicate its honor. 

The remai^a of K. Dronyn de Lhnys, althonefa not intrinBtcally grave, derive 
importance from the peeulUur position of the relationa between France and the 
United States. The executive government of this country h.H no .Mnch suscep- 
tibilitie? as to make it desire or favor any misunderistandiiig with tin govi-rti- 
ment of France. On tho contrary, it id an administration which, by itd very 
eonatitation, would be paeifie and friendly towards France, and towards all na- 
tion^^, evi u if it did not find especial and urgent persnasions to that policy In 
the distractions of our unhappy civil war. Neverttielc^s, it i.s not well to over- 
look the fact that a lar^c mass of the American people, owing to the war of 
France against Mexico, are not less open to alienating influences in rcgiird to 
Fhmee than the government of France can be in regard to the United States. 
It will be well, therefore, fbr yon to let H. Dronyn de Lhnys understand that 
you communicated his complaints to me, and to give him my answer to them* 
which is as follows : 

First. In relation to the supply of coals for the Freuch fleet : the same prac- 
tioe was followed in regard to FnuMe in that ease which is followed in regard 
to all other nations. Second. The restrictions on the supply of coals to foreign 
vessel.** were adopted for our own .«afety against a dangerous internal enemy, and 
for the gnarding of our neutrality, a.^ much in regard to Mexico as in rt L'ird to 
France. Third. That the difficulty about the exportation of the coals in (question 
was accommodated to the satisfiMtion of the French eovemment Fourth. In 
regard to the delivery of the secretary of Vidaurri to uie anthorities of Mexico : 
the French government has not complained of that transaction, nor has this 
government Incm officially called upon to express itself concerning tho afFiir. 
The proceeding was a military one ; it occurred on a distant and disturbed iron- 
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tier, without auy knowledfje ou tbe part of the Executive, aud, so far as this 
government has snbflequently received any knowledge or information, the oflend* 

ing- ^lexicau who was delivered up to his owu govcniiiicnt was an opou i'liemy 
of tho I iiitod States, and the general who delivered liira up had no knowledge 
or rea-Hii to holi^'ve that the ^^('xican anthoritii'- would deal with him other 
thau an H priffouer of war. Filtiily. As to the d< lay of the French officer* on 
their way to the army of the Potomac, after this government had aescsuted to 
their visit: the a»8eiit was giveu with no reservation, becauBe no occasion for 
any was anticipated. A military exigency of cxtn ine delicacy and importance 
8Uhse(]i!i iifly occurred, and the c ommanding general of the armies of the United 
State? det nicd it important to exclude, for the time, a\ll vi.-itors from the army. 
Notice was gi\ en to the French ae well ae to the British commiision at the first 
moment when this necessity was announced to thi.-* government. The French 
comm!^^Hion was receivt d here with all the hopj)italitiesi of the govornment, and 
as Hoon an the exigency referrc d to had pacned, tin y were .nent forward to the 
field of observation. You may make these explanations to M. Drouyn de 
Lhnys. Yon may say to him that this government cannot admit that in either 
of the transactions I have thus reviewed, it has been <!ither nnjust, didoonrteoQS, 
or unfriendly to the L'fVfrnment of France, "^i'liis government avoids with 
ecjual cnre the puriinj- unfriendly ronstructions upon the proceeding's of the 
government of France anrl on other foreign states, aud the giving of accidental 
offence on our own part to all foreign nations. 

Pursuing this conii;e, we calmly abide events which must determine whethert 
in spite of oar lievoiiou to peace, the field of war on this continent must be 
enhu-ged. 

1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

William L. Dayton, Esq., tfc. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Dayicn* 

No. 598.] Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

Watkington, July 2, 1664. 

Sir : Yonr despatch of the 13th of June, No. 489, has been received, together 
with the pa])ers annexed to the same. 1 have submitted to the President the 
correspondence which has taken place b( tween certain Mexican prifioners of war 
and vourself, aud liave the pleasure to inibrm you that while your reply to these 
gentlemen is approved, the President is deeply affected by the sentiments of 
rcepect and affection for the United States which the Mexican officers have 80 
thoughtfully nvA cbMiuently expressed in their oonununication« 
I am, sir, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

William L. Dayto.x, Esq., !fc. 



Mr, DayUm to Mr, Seteard, 

No. 5 1 6. J Paris, July 18. 1864. 

SiK : Herewith I beg to enclose to you the translation of a note received from 
M. Drouyn de Lhnys in reference to the complaint by Mr. Chase, our consol at 

Tnnn)iio, 

This note, like some other? tint M. Drouyn de Lhuy? has written to n»e, is 
uusign. il, and a jih-k' snbsritntr iur an iiitorrual verbal communication, but, being 
hi writing, ia the mure saiislactory as the less liable to be misunderstood. 
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Our cont^ul in this case may be, and doubtless is, right in his complaint of 
rndeDcss on the part of French oihciaiti, but it deed seem to me he would have 
shown more jadgmeQt if he had accepted the offered withdrawal of the notes 
complaini d of, (which waa an implied apology,) rather than made thismdeness 



Tlu' rainiHter of foreign affiiirtj of the Enjperor ha8 examined the two despatcbeti of the 
AroericHU crmsiil at Taiupicu, relative to tlie threats of impriHonoicut to which h« hasbvea 
sii1>; ' f ' 1 <lf -p.itclifs wluch M. the iniruster of the Unif> d Staten lius bt-fti dittictid to cnni- 
muuicuLe to thu ^;uvcraia«;ut of bit^ tnajet^ty. It is not possible to unswer Mr. Dayton dt;fiu- 
letvely upon thki aobjeot before roceiviaK the explanattoiM reqoested of tbo oanitoMider'fn- 
rhiif t>f the French lurces In Mexico. The attentive perusal of the second despatch of Mr. 
Chi\»i! (aunot fail, however, to bu^gest to M. Drouyu de Lhuys some rellections, which it, 
leems to him proper to ofl^*r at once to H . the minister of the United Statce. 1 he drcnm- 
htantin] •l- tails ;rivi'ti in re;:rar(l to ;itT;vir Ity tho American ooueul In hie Iwt rtport are 
in eflect of a nature to lesbeu very much it<! gravity. 

Aoooniing to the dectnration of Mr. Chase hiinsflf, he bad alresdj in his hands the two 
letters of the supLiior C'Miniiurid .nt of T iiupico, whidi now caii^e his (leumnd for ««tirtfac- 
tioo, when he went to thiA olllcer to repreeeut to Liui that bo could not answer for the good 
oonduct of nny one who might enter Tampioo. 

Tlif coin iijaii'l. Hit excuscil hiiiiselt for huvinir writt- n as he had done, in allegin}^ that he 
had bven lt;d into it by the alarming rumors which were at tliat time in circulation. 

A abort time afterwards Mr. Ohase made a second - visit to this same officer, to present, 
with a vi<:w to preventifig any <liHqiiieiin;; rciuarlcSf the Giq»taiu of an American sbip-of-war 
which bad arriTod, in the mean time, at TampiCO. 

The incident seemn) then completely void, when the FVencb commandant learnt fhna 
the niatiai^er of the imperial coiiMilato that Mr Chaw, haviii;; ro-iead hh second notv, had 
ma&ii'«btcd an eitremc dissatisfaction with it. The commandant of lampioo ha.stcued th^n 
to send bacic the Frenth agent to the American consul to offor to withdraw the letters by 
which he felt liinii<elf woiiiided. Mr. Chase answered to this offer by requiring wiitten 
apoU'gies, iu order to transmit them to bis goveromcnt, and the French othoer refused 
them 

'l'hi--K' are the fiicta, a8 Mr. Chase hiIn^clf states them. N<»w it appears from thii^recital 
that the misdoings of the superior comnianciant uf Tampioo would couMist in having written 
to the AtnericaD consul In terms aiwuie lly uioch to be regretted, but that he hastened, 
npon leiininfr the impre.s.»,itin which they had made upon this consul, to offer him spunta* 
nenurily the withdrawal of bis noteit. JHe no doui>t tliought that would butlicu Mr. t 'ha.se, 
since the two visits of the latter did not allow him to stupcct the inipnruvnce which thu . 
incident might take in the e>es of this tigent. it is not to be adiuittc i f<>r an iubtaat, w 
the litter ^'ives it lo be understood, lh*it it waa the appearance of a federal thip whiefi 
brought the commandant of Tampico to the more cwriect prweediugs, lor he had, beloic 
the arrival of thid vet^l, very courteously received the obscrvatioi^K of Mr. Chase, and, to 
speak the truth, it ii* rather sini^iilar thut it w..8 only after the (^atiifiu lory explaUHtions ex- 
changed, and after a second visit to tlie t rench officer, in order lo pi esenl to him the feileral 
Capt;uii. that Mr Chiue thought it usetul to re-read more attentively, or to c.iUMr to be 
more f lithlully translated, a note of six lines which bad been the cause of all his previoiu 
proceedings. 

So, by the very terms of the despatches of the consul of the United States, If there wore 

for a moment a fault in thi' proceeditJguon the pat t of tlic niiperiur ocmimnn laiit of Taiii{)ico, 
this otlicer seems to imve wii>hcd, by bis after conduct, to have effaced its impressions upon 
Mr. Chase. 




I am, air, your obedient servant, 
Hon. William H. Seward, Sfc, 



WM.L. DAYTON. 



[Tianstation.] 

ifetiKmnthtm — July, 1864. 
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Mr, Seward to Mr. Dayton, 

No. 628.] Dbpartmrnt of Statr, 

JVatMngton, August 8, 1864. 

Sir: I have recoived vour doppatch of the 18th of July, No. 51"), which 
gives ine your view:) of the couij^laiut of Mr. Chase, United States cuiisul at 
Tampicoi coneeniiis oertaia nfrtea addieased to Ilim by a French officer on the 
entrance of a French milttaiy force at that place. Your despatch ia accompanied 
by a memornndnm conceruing the case, which M. Droayn de IJiays has com- 
mitted to yon fur the infonnation of this government. 

This luemoraudum is written in a candid and liberal spirit* and induces an 
expectation that, when the minister for foreign aflaiia ahall have received the 
ezplanatiotis which be hae asked from the military anthorities, he will relieve 
\hi: caso f»f all \U g:ravity, l)y showing us that the French oflicer addressed hij 
oftengive notes to the cxmsul witliout proper coni<ideration of the respect due to 
that officer as an agent of the Uuitcd Suitetii, and that the rudeness of tbe note 
is disapproved by his Imp^ial Maje:<ty's government. I freely admit that I 
concur w ith yon in the opinion that Mr. Chase might, with entire propriety, have 
confented to the proposed withdrawal of the note of which he complains ; and 
I refrret that he did not do 80. You are quite at liberty to communicate this 
opinion of mine to M. Drouyn de Lbuys. This government attaches only as 
much importance to ceremonial questions as the prevailing state of publio aenti' 
ment on this class of national issues requires. It has no desire to lifi them to 
the dignity of diplomatic di bate. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAllD. 

William L. Dayton, Esq , Sfc. 



Mr. Seward (o Mr, Dayton. 

No. 635.] Dbpartmrnt of State, 

Washington, August 18, 1864. 

Sir : I enclo.se for yonr information a copy of a letter which I have received 
from his excellency Frederick F. Low, governor of California, relative to the 
rumor there that Mr. William M. Gwin is to he minister of finanee under the 
new government of Mexico, and also concerning the supposed policy the Em- 
peror of France in regard to indemnity for the expenses of the war. 
1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAKD. 

« William L. Dayton, Esq., s^e. 



Qvrnnor tm to Mr, Siward, 

8iAi9 ov Caihowia, Xnoonvi DiPAaviiiM*, 

Sin : T brj: to p.r1<n( vvledjre the receipt of your letter of the 20th .IiKir, t nrlisslni^ojiy of an 
extract from a letter received by you from i:'aris, giving informatiua couccraini{ tUe move- 
ments of Mr William U. Gwln. 

TJi* r(.' ii^ a Tunior here th it Gwin is to be minister of ftosncc under tbe new government 
of Mexico, l^ut I CHonet vuuch fur the correctaeEs of the report. Aly imprewiuut> are tbftt 
the Emperor of France will require indemnity for the expenses of tbe war, and in the ab- 
Kence of any revenne which c oiil 1 Ik- applied to that purpose, he will demand ai.d receive 
from Maximilian oertaiu territory which will comprlM the States of Souora and Sinaloa, 
prabaMy in lien of a money consldeiatloa. 
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OwIq has prolwibly been aent Man emissary to nliiipo (he publfc mind for inoli a state of 

tbings. In any event, the ports in the Gulf of California will most likt.ily be a sort of ren- 
dezvuiis for plotters of tie tjuti, bearing a s^imilar relation to the l'.idlic cosist thai Nutuau 
does to tile Atlantic. 

Tht! Mexican (jnention U one that is of eKpr-t i,tl import ince to the people of this State, 
and fur any itit' irniation coiiceruiug it which you uiiiy thiuk proper to comuiuuicato tome, 
I WOnhi t I <-i>. .. i,ihy iihligcl. - • 

1 have the honor to be your obedient Bervant, 

FREDEliICK F. LOW. 

Hon. WiuiAM H. Sbwaed. 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Daytom. 

No. 648.] Dbpartmbnt op State, 

Wathington, September 15, 1864. 

Sir: I give joa for your information a copy of a despatch wliicli has just 
been received from William II. Corwin, esq., our char^^.'; d'affUires in Mexico. 
Lafor nccounts than thi.s dt'spatch do iif)t ctiiililf ns to jud^c concerning tho 
probable results of tiie military movemeuLd uuw going on in that rq)ublic. Yoa 
vill, of course, observe what Mr. Gorwln relates of Br. Oiri&'s pnrposes in So- 
nora. It is not to bt; doubted that they are unfriendly to the United States. 
But I think I hazard little in saying tliat tliey forebodo oven morr' of inconve- 
nience to Avliatever government may exist in Mexico than of ultimate harm to 
our own country. 

It is hardly to be apprehended that the insnrgents will come out of the pres- 
ent eivi! war with any great capacity for establishing slavei^ in Mexico. It 
may, however, be well for you to ascertain how far snch Bcneiftes of his find 
support in tho councils of the Emperor of France. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM SEWABD. 

William L. Dayton, EUq.» tfc. 



' Mr, Seward to Mr. Payion, 

No. COG.J DKPART.MENT OP StATE, 

Washington* September SO, 1864. 

Sir: I append, for snch oso n^^ yen may deem expedient, a copy of a letter 
of yesterday, atl dressed to this department by llie Secretary of War, containing 
a (!< -ip 'tcli which ba.s ju^t b ■» n received from Major General Canby, who is 
ConiniaiKlin;; in the field west of tlie Mi.ssi.-^sippi. 

The proceeding of Major General Cauby has been approved. Tho despatch 
contains the official information thki govwnni«it has of tne ^ctraordinaiy eventu 
which have recently occurred on the Bio Grande. 
I am, sir, jour obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

William L. Dayton, Esq., Sfc. 
[Same to Mr. Adams.] 



Mr. Sicmion to Mr. Heward, 

Wab Departmsnt, 
WMigtw, SepkoAer 19, 1864. 

Sia: I endoKQ to you the fullowin:; extract from a despatch from Major General Canby, 
feceived last night, dated nt N« w Orlcuns, 3 o'chick p m., S. i»teiuber 12 : 

Cufliuiw hus crosjied the Kio Guiailc to ebUtpe the Fieuch forces opcratiug from Uatj'l.ul, 

49DC 
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and hiis been notified by the commandiDg ofllc-or nt Brazos Bantfaigo that, on snrreoderfn^ 

his army riixl amrannition, his pnrty would Ix- rccdvod as refnsjfvs ; and tliat his ]>r»*s4»nce 
in the tt rritory of the United Static, us aa armed euemy of a neutral power, wuulii not bo 
tolerated." 

Tonr obedient eenrant, 

EDWIN M. 81 AM ON, 
« Aereloty ^ War, 

U(m. WuUAM H. SKWArn, 

Hcctetary qf State. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Dayton* 

No. 669.] Dbpartmbnt op State, 

Wathimgton, October 3, 1864. 

StB: I transmit for your information a copy of a private note of the 23d 
ultimo from M. de Geofroy ; of my reply of the 30th ultimo, and of a letter ad- 
dn't»PO(l liy me to Major Oetioral Cauhy on tho '.l()*h ultimo, in regard to the 
alleged eiitiJince of the Mexican (u-neral Cortina.s, with an armed force, into the 
territory, of the United States, with an oflsumption uf military authority. 
I am, sir, yonr obedient senrantt 

WILLIAM h: SEWABD. 

William L. Dayton, Esq., S[c» 

For enclosates see correspondence with the French legation. 



Mr. Seu'urd to Mijur Gtiicnl Cauly. 

Dbtabtmknt or Statr, 

Waakington, Septmbar 30, 1864. 

Sitt : tFnnfficl«1 oewspeper fctatements conceming the alleged entnooe of the Mexicta 

General C' ltinaH, with an armed force, into the territory of Texa^, within the United 
btat«8, with aa assamptiou of military authority, have attracted the attention of this de- 
partment, as well as that of the mlniiter of Pmnoe at this capital. The report* are cob> 
tradictory and appatontly iinreli.iMe. Tlx' <iitiiity of thin povcnimetit and itw honor, as a 
neutral power iu the cooUict which u n^;iug in Mexico, render it neci^iwary that the Fresi- 
■dent rhor j be fully infbnned ai early as pomible of the proceedings to which I haTe thai 
referred I have therefore to request that you will asn rtnin tlie fucts and in.ike a report 
thereon to the iSecretury of War. In the mean time I have the pleiwurc to inform you that 
ihe proctfedinsr is approved, by which, on the occasion refsrred to, you g-we notice to tin 
gaid CortinaH that his prenenoe in ariuH within the United States, in an altitude <.f war 
■against a friendly power, with which the United States are at peace, would not be tolerated. 
Although that proceeding indicates that you have Mthfully adhered to the inetmctioas 
4jiven to your [)rcdecei>8or8, yet I think it proin-r to renew the injunction that on no tkccount. 
and in no way, must the neutrality of the United States in the war between France and 
Mexico be compromised by our military forces, or be suffered to he compromitted within 
jroar command by either of the belli};erent«. 

I have the lionor to be, general, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM n. SEWARD. 

H^or General E R S Cavbt, 

Oammemdmg IkparisnaU </ the Oai^, BeadguarUnt Nao Orkua, 



Mr, Dayton to Mr. Seward. 

'So.M5.] ' Taub, October 7, iSei. 

Sir j The copy of a despatch from General Oanby in reference to Oortinaa 

crossing the Rio Grande with liis forces into Texas, which you sent to me in 
your Ko. 656, to be used subject to my discretion, I read to M. Dronyn de 
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LHays. The facte had got into the newspapers vith Tariona comments, and as 
I well knew tbc attention of this government most have been called to the sub- 
ject, I thought it saft\-t at once to inform them of tlie prudent action of the gov- 
ernment of the Unitftl States in the premiscf?. M. Drouyn de Lhujs said this 
action ut our government was a matter of interetit, and begged me to let him 
take a copy of the extracti which I did» He remarked that it waf important to 
him to have the meand of explaining the &ct8 at ODoe, if the sabject should be 
referred to by hid Majesty. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WM. L. DAYTON. 

Hon. William H. Sbwasd. 

Secretary State, tfc 



Mr, Seward to SiLr, Dayton* 

Ko. 677.] Department of State, 

Waekington, October 10, 1864. 

SiB: I transmit a copy of a report of Mi^or General Oanhy, and of the ae* 

compnnying p.i|)er8, relative to certain proceedings near Brnwn>'ville, in Texas, 
in connexion with the United State?, Texan, and French force.-* in that quarter. 
The condition of affairs there does not seem to have been changed, but theao 

£aper8 will serve to explain it To that end you may commiuuGate them toM. 
^rottjn de Lbnys. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

William L. Dayto.n, E.^(|., 



6^. Ttmrnmi to Mr. SHMri. 

Wae DBPABraoMT, Amutamt GimniAL's Omoi, 

Wojifungkm, October 4, 1864. 

Sir : I am directed by the Secretary of War to trAOSinit to you the enclosed documenta 
in relation to the arrival in Texas of a Mexican force under Cortinas, with the request that 
after you have perused the mmti, they may be returned to this oflice for file. 
I ha?e the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obe lient sorvaot, 

B. D. 'I'OWNSEND, 

Hoa. WiuuM H. BswABSt Stenlary ^ SM»» 



OentnA CmSy to QenmA Btakt. 

HaaOQVAavSBS MlUTART nivi<4ioN or West Minjisarppr, 

iWtt- Or'-:ins, Jm., SepUmber 15, 1864. 

Gkj^'eral: The correspondence of Colonel Day, in relation to the Mexican force under 
Cortiuas, has been received. Colonel Day's actioa, so iar as fs kno«ra here, aooords with 
our U' utnil oMi - it'onp. f\nd ia iipproved. The Mcxir.m rcftiiZf''^s an; enfitlod to an n^iylnm 
iu our ti rriUiry, when they deliver up their arms and oiuuitioud, and restore any pritM>uer8 
or booty thai they may have taken from the French ; they will not be reoeiyed into the 
service of the United Stales for service on the Ilio ( JrAndc frontier, but may be orsiif^tt'd for 
the general service. In this case they will be Kent to thiti city, either before or after enlist- 
ment, to be organised, armed, end equipped. Tbelr enlistmeDi may be for one, two, and 
three- ycHnt, )»it {tr* f fKbly for the Hliorter term, and their duty thereafter wlU he diistennined 
by the circumstuucea of the service. 

As an armed enemy of France, this ibrae win not be tolerated in onr territory ; and M 
this bo the int<jntion o( Corttnas, th j commandinf; officer will bo instruct' >l t . regard, and, 
BB far as his power extendi, to treat this force as enemies of the United SiiitoH. 

Tott wilt pleaao instruct Colonel D.iy, or the commander at Brdsca Santiago, aooordln^, 
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Rnd, in the contingency of any of Cortinfts's force entering our service, give the necessary 
instnictions in relation to enlistment, tranfft-r to this city, and tho di.'j.M.sition to Ik- made 
of private property. T\ie public property of the Mexican government remains, of course, 
in the custody of the United states, until (lispoeed of by proper satboxfty. 
Yeiy respectfully, eir, yonr obodirat servaot, 

EDWARD R. S. CANBY, 

Jfitfor Omeral, Cm m m H u g , 

Ifi^or General N. P. Ranks, 

Commanding DqtarltnaU qf the Gulf, 

Official: 

C. T. CHBI8TBNSEN, 
AMoMMl CblMMl, AwukaA JtffvtaiU QtmntL 



HiAOQOABTns TTmrro Stk-na Foscn. 

Bnaot Santiago, Texat, Stptendier 8, 1864. 

Major : I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a letter received by me from 
tlie commander of the French forces at Bagdad, aIi»o my re'ply to the fiamc, in order that 
they may be oooeldered at the aame time with my report conoemifig the matter alladed to 
ia each. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient se rvant, • 

H. M. DAY, 
OoUmd, OaauTg U, S, Fona, JBrw$ SeaUk^f ibsos. 

Major Qbo. B. Drakk, 

QEO. B. DBAKS, 4., A. O. 

pndoxeement Nok 1.] 

HBAsqirABTSM DepABiwDiT OF TiTB Qour, 

NevD OrUam, SepUmber 15, 1864. 

BeFpfctfully forwarded to A<!jutant General of theanmy, through headquarten military 
division of Wetit Mifibissippii for informatioD. 

N. P. BANKS, 
M^or Qmmni, Cmmandmg. 

[Iiidonemeiit Ho. S.] 

H&A.ix|UAUlXB£ MlUTART DIVISION WfiST MlSSISBim, 

Jf0» Orlum$, Sfptember IS, 1864. 

Bcspectfhlly forwarded to the Adjutant OenemI, with copy of my letter to KajorOenenl 
Cauks, In refsience to this matter. 

EDWARD R. 8. CANBY, 



(TsMrat FSrai to Odmid Da^. 

OouiAiiDiB-ui-oniKr French Foncrs, 

Bagdad, Mrrito, September 7, 1864. 

Coi/)NW, : Yesterday, the Gth of Peptemlier, the liostil.- forces of General Cortinas (!]■»- 
played themselves before our lines an«i made a feint to Jittiick the place which wc hold. 
Qeneial Cortinas, who knowA the march of our nveral columns made ligain^t him, managed 
to move without onr knowledge, and with your powerful ud succeeded in passing his 
troops to your side of the river with arms and baggage. 

lite first squadron of cavaliy afi'onled you immediate aid to fight the confederates. 

Thi'^ morning, the pa.'5«lng of all tlii so forcoK 1m itr:: f ! '.cted, you gave tht tn provisions, 
all that they wanted. According to the lactn., and atcunling to the law of nations, which 
none can difltru.st, I am bound to consider the forces of General Cortinas as troops belong- 
ing to the Unit<' l States government, which government now hohis the respontsil'ility f-T 
tbeir future conduct. lu any onterpri^ I might uudettal^e I muet be certtdu not to co* 
counter them on my load, dther now cr later. 
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If perchance, cc-lonel, you Imvo Borm; objections to propose to the Tfew I have of the 
matter, be 80 good, colonel, as to luiikt' them known as tuxm j^msible. With this inten- 
tion I 8en<l you Ciiptain ViKcouti, my uiilo-de-cump. The Laiud Statea and France have 
been too Umg friend! y iiUics for M17 nnesqr or hootUe feeling to be produced between them. 
Pleaae to aooept, ouloneJ, the atfoirance of ray most dictiogoished consideration. 

A. VEIION, 
CbHMMfdiMV frmuh Fwm, Bagdad, JUm, 

Official : 

GEO. B. DRASB^ A, A, G, 

Bagdad, Mxuoo, S^tmbtr 7, 1864. 

CUomf l%f9 QmmA Vtnm* 

HiAMiVABinntB UmtiD 8rani Fownt, 

BrcoM SttHtiago, Tixeu, September 8, 18G4. 

Sir : I haye the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, dated Sep. 
temler 7, 1861, from the handit of Captain Vi«conti. In reply, I would respectfully sUite 
that yon are laliortDg Uod«r %n eiror with regard to tin- forces of Cieneral Cortinas receiving 
provi«:ionH from rae on tlie mornini; of the 6th of St ptember. Uii ii T^uull^ln•r thiit the 
enemy had a large drove of cattle at our front, I tient a small force of mounte I men with 
iuBtructiODS to (iipture and drive them into camp, if powible, for the 8UHt<unucu of my 
command. I wbuld further r.tnf.> .t5i!vt I have n('t hh yet been ofTKially informed that 
GcDcnil Cortinas i^ witbiii luy iiiic.-, and that I will at once send an ulhccr with a sufticieut 
edourt to him, and if he h witiiin my lines I will demand tliaft he sliall surrender all arms 
Bn<I niMnitioiis of war to th'- United States. 

I tiiko this occjusiuu to !ia.-uie the commander of the French forces at Bagdad that I shall 
not fur a moment countenance the occupation of United States soil by any armeil foiOO 
except our own, and < ^j'fci illy by a force hostile to the French government, which has so 
long been on friendly tcrui.s wiih tho UuiUxl States. Desiring that this bar muoy may long 
OOiktinue to exist, 

I baye the honor to sabscribe myself your most obedient servant, 

« H. M. DAY, 
Otimui, Otmfg V. 8*,Ihrmt Brant SmfkyD 3faut. 

Comuxm or TBI Fknon Forces, 

Bagdad^ Mexico. 

Official : 

GBO. B. DRAKE, A. A, Q, 



OtUrnd Daijf lo Majw Brake, 

Hbadqcartkhs T*?nTn> Statfs Forces, 
Brtuot Hantiajfi), J'exai, Htpltmber 8, 18G4. 
Major : I have the honor to report that an armed body of Mexican troops have landed 

OD the AmericAQ sliore of the Kio Grande river, about fifteen miles from thefte he^idquarters. 

Th' Ke troops are commanded by General Cortinas, governor of TamauUpas, whom I have 
seeu in pert^on, and from him learn that it is bis desire to receive protection from the United 
States authorities. 

An order h;vs been sent to him demanding an immediate surrender of his ordnance and 
*)rilnai.Cf stores to my command, after which I shall give him the protection that he de- 
sires. A copy of tbt) order it< iu-rewith tran^mittetl for yonr information. 

This letter will bL" -li vr-rt-.l by Major (i< or„ri^ .V. L);iy, provost Tn;irshal of this district, 
who will give you any inforujiilion you uiuy ilL>iii', as be is m full i)oKik.>Hioii of the facts 
In this case. 

I respectfully request tliat in ;t ructions h<- I'tirnUhed me for this class of refugees. 
Very respectfully, your ubcdieat servant, 

TI. M. DAY, 
Oolmdf Oammanduig I\trm» 

Major GfiOKOs M. Drakb, 

Amdmt A4f^taia Gmtni, Bt partmmt a» Qvitf, 

Official: 

GEO. B. DRAKE, A» A. 0» 
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Oabnd Dag to Q m m i Cbrlinai. 

Hkadqcartebs Ukitfd Statkb FoncRs, 

Jirmot Santiago, Tixiu, Sepfemljer 186-t. 

Genkbal : It ha» come to mj koowledge that yoxx have landed on the territory of the 
Unfied Sf ates wfth at) anned force. I have no donbt bni that you have done so on arcotint 

of tlif concent ration of the forces <»f tlie enernitM of the Mcxioui Republic on Miit.iiimi.is. 

If that is the case, jou are welcome, also your peonle that are with you ; your arms, 
ainninDlt1on, 'and warlike storefl must at once be sorrendered to the United Statea fbroea. 

When 3'ou hnvo complied with tlif aliovc requirements you can rely on beinp protected 
by the United Ktatea government. Any proposition you may desire to make will be cheer- 
fally forwarded by me to my commanding officer at New Orleans. 
Yeiy lespectfttllj, your obedient servant, 

H. M. DAT, 
CUoimI, Qmtg U. S. Form, Brazoi Santiago. 

General Oobtinas, 

QjTnmmtilmg Mexkcm Form. 

Official: 

GEO. B. DRAKE, A. A, O. 

Cblpnd Daf to M^for Drake, 

HEAixjrAHT> p'^ rvrTFTT' ^-^lAxr^* Fonrrj». 

Brazos ^>nrtii<j^;o, Texas, Stj'ltmhtr 8, 1864. 

Major : I have tlu» honor to trsnsnnt herewith the following report of a slight engaire- 
ment wliirli to«,k piece at "Palmetto rancho/* on the Rio Grande river, about sixti'en 
miles fntui Oioe Ik mhjuartors. I-earninir fr ^m my poout.s that the rebels had colUvted a 
large uumlHjr of c^ittle which they intended to to the F>ench troops at Ba;.'<lad, and 
that said cattle were in a bend in the river just above the " White rancho," I determined, 
after mature delibemtion, t'> try luid capture thero, find at the same time drive ba<:k tlie 
rebels from their position, tus they had been uDDoying us in various ways very much dur- 
ing the past few days. Accordingly, on the morning of the 6th I ordered a aqnadron of 
the Ist TeJSS cavalry and one piece cf artillery (12-pf>under howitzer) U> prtxeed tip the 
country and accomplii-h the object al>ove uauied. Major £. J. Nuyes (x>mmattded the ezpe- 
dltlon ; Captain P. J. Temple the cavalry ; Uentenant A. Hills, 1st Ifissouri artlllery, the 
uHUery. 

After crossing the Boca Chica Pass, skirmishers were thrown, out to the right and left, 
and as they advanced the rebels slowly retired, antil, reaching the " Fatmetto raoobo," 
a stand was ma«le and bri«»k firing enstjed. The main bcxly arrived poon after, and a fiiir 
prospect of a heavy engagonunt was apparent, as the rebels were having reinforcements 
from above, bntonr artillery (>{>ened a very effective fire with shell, which had tiie effect to 
disperse the enemy, and the laist seen of him he was flying in oonfosion in the direction of 
Brownsville. 

Word being sent me by the major commanding of his position, ladvanoed three miles with 

a detaclmient of the 91^t IIlinoiH infantry volunteers to re etiforce him in case of nereBsity ; 
it was not needed, however, and the whole force returned to camp on the morning of the 
7th. 

The expedition waB euccei^^ful !n itf? remits, for a lot of cattle Were Captamd and broQght 
in, ami the rebels forced to leave this section of the country. 

Hoping this report will prove lati^M^toiy, I nmrin, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

H. M. DAY. 

Major Obobor B. Drakk. 

AttiHaU A^fubKd Gma^, Jkfartmmd ^ Ai Old/, 

Official : 

GEO. a DBAKE. A. A. O, 

Oobnd JDqr to Mtffar Drafts. 

HiAnQVAims TJititid Srans Foams, 

OrosQI Smtkvo, Tera$, S^emf>fr U, 1864. 
Major : I have the honor to fnibmlt the following report of the nction tnV:. n by n)e rela- 
tive to the &ctthatan armed body of Mexican troops had croir6ed the Kio Lirunde, above 
on? lines, of which I advised yon in a racent report. 
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Tn the evi ninc: of the Sth of Septwibor, I ordomi Major B. J. Noyes, comtnarnlni:^' de- 
tachment l^t 'Vt-xna cavalry, to move with bis commaod ap the Kio Qrando, tho puiat 
irhcire the troops had cronaed the river, and Instracttfd htm to demand of them the tnrren* 

fin (if Jill arms and warlike storrs, and to ((fTi-r tliern th<' protfi tion of the rintr I Stiitos ns 
refiigetti ; I al^o iii&truct«d him that if he fuuud it uecebtiary, iu order to defend Iiimself 
agniriflt tihe rebels, to allow the refoireet to temporarily resume their arms. Major Noyes 
procetMlcd agreoaMy to the alx)vc iii.-tructions, ami the Mexicans willingly surrendered 
upon the demand being made. They were not commanded by Qovemor Cortiniu, as I was 
at flrat informed, and henoe reported to yon. but CTolooel Mi^el Echanrretta, Cortinas not 
liavitif^ iuo\ ( I li - heivlqnarUTs to this hide of the river Shot tly after the Burremler had b'>-eu 
etfvctuti, our t«^rceti were attaclied by the rebels with nearly double their numiier, and, 
Moording to my instructions, the refngees were allowed to resume their arms, and foiight 
bravt ly witli our men. After a phort enpafjenirut, in which one piecx' of MexicJin artillery 
was used, the rebcU were repulsed with great lo^s. They rallieti and again attacked, and 
were again repulned ; ko a third time ; after which Major Noyes, being short of ammnnl* 
tlou, fell I nek two miles and touk a stronger position. Fearing that the rebels would re- 
ceive re-enforceineut* from Bruwnsville, and would succeed in getting pottsesKion of the 
artillery which the refugees had surrendered to U8, 1 advanced, on the 11th, with two hun- 
dred of the 81«t Illinois and two pieces of artillery, as f.«r as White's raocho, and ordered 
Major Noyes to fall hack w^ith his command to that pliico. The rehels followed with a 
force of about six hundred, but I fioon routed them with my artillery. On the morning 
of the 18th I feturnt-d to camp, bringing with me all refugees who had cro(»iied the river, 
their arms and warlike utores. Aflix« d to this report is a statement (which I respectfully 
submit ius a part of the sjune) with regard to the number of refuj,'ees and the number and 
charai ter I'f their arms. No casualties attended u* in any of the above encounters except 
one I'nit d States soldier captured am! scvral refugees. Vie took no prisoners, but the 
killed and wounded of the enemy must have been great. The rufugecB have bceu very 
quiet and orderly since their arrival in camp, and I undetstand that many of them eviiiae 
a desire t.. ru\\-^t in the United States army 

Hoping luat thia will meet with your approval, I am, very respectfully your obedient 
lerraot, 

H. M. DAY. 
CjioTul, Chnmanding If. S. IWces, Braios SuUugo. 

tfajor OlOBOl E Dbak*, 

AuuUuU A^^'ukmt General, Dqnrtmmi qf Uu Ou^f, 



SuUemetU qf the numbtr qf Mtxiom r^gm at Brtm* Santiago, Texas ; the number and charadtr ^ 

Am oriM, OMMinf y orfiOffy, mimftcr ^ Aotmi, 9te. 



Kuhiber of offioeiS...... .... •••••• •••••• .... .... ....••••*• •••••• 13 

Number of men.- . 290 

Muskets, calibre .C9 ................................................ 27 

Entield riflen. calibre 58 195 

Whitney muskets, calibre .58 24 

Cavalry horses, with equipmeuts 22 

Mules 10 

Hix-pnunder rilled brass guns . 3 

IU>uuiis of cartridges, diUerent oilibre 1,200 

Bounds of asscNTted ammanition.... 76 



buAZOs Sastiaqo, Texas, Stplember 14, 16G4. 
I oertiff that th« shove ■totement fa oontct. 

H. M. DAY. 
Cbtaui, Ommanding U. S, Form. 

Official : 

GEO. B. imE.^JLA,0, 



HiasQUABTiM MiUTART Division Wm Mi.^isissirpi, 

New OrleaiUf StpUmher H, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant General of the army. 
The action of C!olonel Day is ai^proved. 

ED. H. S. CA\P.7. 
Mf^ar General^ Qimmanding, 



Digitized by Google 



T7G DIPLOMATIC COEKESrOXlJENCB 

Mr* Dayton to Mr, Sward, 

No. 550.] Paris, October 19, 1864. 

8iB : I Bend von Uie enclosed slips, (one cnt from & French paper of yester- 
day, and tlie other cut from Galignani of thi^^ morninp:,) tbc firt^t of uliii li an- 
iioTinct t1i»' pailinir of a fli.-t drfat hraoTit of >:x luuidred men of the Holo^ian 
legion destined to Mexico, and the other tlie conieniplnted conveyance to Vera 
Cruz of four thouimud two Lundred vohinieers eulisted iu Austria. The euUst- 
ments in Europe for service in Mexico, it would seem from thia and other notices 
I have observed, are quite prompt. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM L. DAYTON. 

HoQ. WiLUAH H. Seward, ^r. 



p-lxtmct. — Transliilic^n j 

In a dc^ipatcb from St. Nnsuiire wc noticed that the Louisiana, of the General Tnvn»iitlantic 
Couji>any, went to sen yesterday at three o'clock, bhe took the flrnt detAchment of (dz 
hundred men of the Ik l^i^oi legion enrolled for Mezic >. <<!i> hundre*! antl seventy-eiubt 
civilian pa^8engers, and a full caiigo of merchandise and mal«rtal exported for cairjiug oa 
of the war. 

[Evtraet from Guli^nuui.] 

General Count de ThuD hag arrived in Paria, chargeil by the Mexican Rovcrnmeut to 
come to an arraugement with the Transatlantic Steam Navigation Company for the ooa- 
veyaoce to Vera Crux of four tboufliod two hundred volttnteers, enlhted in Austria. 



Mr. ikward to Mr. Dayton. 

No. 685.] Dbpabtmk.vt of Statr. 

Washington, Oclohcr 20, 1S64. 

Sir : I have to acknowledf^e the receipt of your det^patcli of tlie 7th insurant, 
in ri tt-rence to Cortiiias crossing tlie ]iio Grande, with his forces, into Texa?, 
and, iu reply, to iuform you that your action iu laying before iJrouyu de 
Lbnys an explanation of the attitude of the government of the United States 
in this matter meets my approval. No further information on the subject than 
that contained in my instnietion No. 677, of the 10th instant, has yet been re- 
ceived. 

I am, isir, your obedicut scrvaut, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

William L. Dayton, Esq., ifc. 



Mr. Dayton to Mr. Seward. 

No. 552.] Paris, October 21, 1804. 

Ritt : 1 yesterday transferred to M. Drouyn de Lhny.«^ the answer of Mr. 
Bigelow, our consul at Pari.J, to the comment.-* which hi.-; excellency had some 
time since addressed to me ou the part of Mr. Bigelow, dated Gth of June last, 
on the movements of commerce between France and the United States. I do 
not a])pend to this despatch a copy of thi.< last communication of Mr. Bigelow, 
for the reason that you have, without doubt, received a copy of it from the con- 
sulate. 

M. Drouyn dc Lhuys, on receiving it, said ho would examine it with great 
care. This is all I could expect of him, as there is nothing practical expected 
to grow out of this correspondence. 
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M. Dronyn dc Limyg took oecMion, in the eotineof the inteiriew of yostcr- 

d^y, to say be had received from AVashingtnii very patisfactnry ex}il;in;itiou8 in 
refi reiice to the action of onr government in re;;nrd to the 31exican trocips under 
Cortiuaw which recently crossed tlie Kio Grande into Texas. That these ex- 
planatious were eonfirmatoxy, as he said, of what I have already told him. 
I am* sir, your obedient serrant, 

WILLIAM L. DAYTON. 

Hon, William H. Seward, 

Secretary of Siale, Sfc, 



Mr* Seward to Mr, DaffUm* 

No. 693,] Department ok State, 

WeMngton, October 31, 1864. 

Sib : I enclose herewith a copy of a despatch of the <5tih of October, and of 
its accompanyiDg protei^t, from Lewis S, Ely, esq„ onr consul at Acapulco, 
xelative to the seizure of the United States mail bag at that place, by order of 
the commandant of the French forces tlicre, \vho, it appears, in;?trncted the vice- 
consul of France to break the seal and take possession ot- the contents of said 
bag, which was done while in transit from the American steamer Grolden City 
to tiic office of Mr. Ely. Ton will at once make known the facts of the case 
to the French government, and ask that an explanation may be given of this 
unusual proceeding. 

I am, sir, your obedient scnrant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAKD. 

William L. Dayton, Esq^ 



Mr. £fy to Mr. Settard. 

CosBviiATa Ujixtkd Stat» of Amrrica, 

Aeapuko, Odobcr 6, 1864. 

Sta : I have the honor to inform yon tbst on the S(Kli day of September, A. D. 1864, 

the commaudnot of the French forcoj> in Acapulco onlured the vice-consul of ihe French 
to seise the United States mail kig, and to break the 8«al and take chiirge of tlie contents. 

The bag was talcen while in tnuiHit from American steamer Golilen City to my office. 
Had the commandant required the mail matter, atk r I bad opened the lw<g and fottod a 
public mnil therein, I should have given it to him without protest, nolwithstaiidinj^ I am 
acting under an arrangement Ix-tween the French consul and our conKuI at Panauja, which 
was that I shoald open all mails coming into Acapulco and distribute and forward to ad- 
dreft-% which arrnnirfment has not been disturbed until this Budden seizure of our mail bag 
and the seal violated. Ili-jice 1 tlecmcd it my duty to protest against the proceediuga. 

No plea of eontrahand matter or anything improiH r |)ius>-iiig: through the mails was set 
np, but iin a<s!4tiu)e(l arbitrary power was exercised in demolishing the lacredBesB of a gov- 
ernment Keal for civil purpoees. 

I have the honor to be, ilr, your chedlent servsat, 

LEWIS S. ELY, 

' UnUtd atatt* CktnnL 

Hon, WiuuM H. SivAan, 

Seenfary ^ Slale, YfrnjURvfea. 



COSSIFLATB UirmD 8TATR8 OF AmeBICA, 
Acnpulco, Odoher 1, 

Sia : I am informed, otHcially, that it was by yonr order that the United States mail, 
addreaeed under leal to the TToited States eonsal at Acapulco, was «elaed on the 80th day 
of 8eptemb«r, A D, 1864, the Ma2 inkm, and the contents removed beyond my leaeh. 
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Ah the lund and naval forces of his Majesty the Emponir of the Freiuli hou- liivi.' DO 
poet roads or post routes, and as tbey perforin no esiabli«b«d postal service, aud as the 
seizure of the United States msJI vnm not done under cover of military snrveillance, bat hj 
a civil oflkrr of the French ^,'overnment, acting uuiler your ordeis. and, mure ehi>. ciiilly, 
as this mail service is peiforiue<i by the United St4iU>8 of America, aiid the mails b«ing fur- 
warded to their legally coDStituted agent here, it be<y>me8 my duty to raonsr. In the name 
of my government, and in this hioloun manner, !«<;:uugt the seiaore, and a^pdnstall and 
every person or pcrRons whom it doth or may concern. 

r , Given under my hand aud the seal of this consulate the day and year above 
L'- written. 

LEWIS S. ELY, 

United S'jokt Consul, 

The CoMMANDAMT of the Land F^rm of 

hit Mqjvdif tint Emperor <^ Uu f^enek m Aa^co. 



Mr. Dayton to Mr. Seward. 

No. 557.] Paris, Norcmber 4, 18G4. 

Sir : I visited M. Drouyn do Lhuys on yesterday for the purpose of comma- 
nicating to bim more in detail the orders and proceedings of our goTerament in 
reference to Gortinas and his force which crossed the Rio Grande into Texaa. 

The papers which you forwarded to me on flii- subject were shown to him. 
I'licy (•niitaiiird, in Huli8tancp, little flint I liml ii'it already saiil to liim, and wiih 
which, when 1 coramunicatcd it to hiui ht retoi'ore, he seemed entirely i^ai ir^fit d. 
If, on reflectiou, he is dis^posed to complain, I Buppose I will hear from him in 
writbg. 

I am, air, toot obedient a^ant, 

WJX. L. DAYTON. 

Hon. William II. Seward, 

Secretary of State, Spc. 



Mr, Dayton to Mr. Seward, 
No. 665.] Paris, November IS, 1864. 

Sir : Yonr despatch No. 693 enclosed to mc the copy of a despatch of 6th. 

October last, and if.-^ accompanying protest from Lewis S. Ely, our consul at 
Acapulco, relative to ilic i^cizuro of the United States moil bag at that place by 
order of the commauduut ut the French forced there. 

I have immediately called the attention of Mr. Drouyn de Lhaya to thla anb- 
j( ct, and asked the necessary explanations. He has received from me copies 
of the above paper?, and says that he will at once take meannres to ascortain 
the facts, or their view of them, and make the necessary answer to our demand 
for explauation. 

I am, gir, your obedient servant, 

WM. L. DAYTON. 

Hon. Willi A m H. S i: w \ n d , 

Secretary qf State, S(C, 



Mr, Seioard to Mr. DaytoM, 

No. 704.] Department OF State, 

Washington, November 18, 1864. 

Sir: I give yon, for your information, a copy of a correspondence which has 

jnst taken place between )[r. Geofroy and this department.* 

• See oorrcspoudcuco with the French legation. 
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Ton wQl peroeive tbat in this eorreB^ondence I decline to dtaenss tbe question 
wbether the Piresident of Hejcico, in bis present red need ^ituatM>n» has, by the 

law «>t" n;i!inn?, a riglit to issue letters of marque. I think the orr ision n stiit- 
ahlc one tor bringing to the consideration of the imperial government the fact 
thut it IviA now for three years and a half, against the constant protest of tbo 
United States, recognized as a naval belligerent an insunreetion in the United 
States that has not only never bad areec^ized pulitieal existence* bnt also has 
never had a jtort in our country. Tl would simplify afV.iir? very mnch, and 
contribute to the security of French as well as ot American commerce, if the 
government of France sliould apply to our civil strife the principle it aRsumes 
in regard to Mexico, namely : that a military force which is destitute of ports 
or sbips-of-war cannot rightly be deemed a naval belligerent. 
I am, sir,yonr obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAIll>. 

William L. Dayton, Erfii., i^-c. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Day tan. 

No. 706.j Dbpartmknt of Si atk, 

W ashington, JSorvmber 18, 1SG4. 

Sir : Your despatt h of the 4th instant, No. 0.57, relative to the result of an 
interview with M. Drouyn de Lhuys, in which you communicated iu detail the 
. order and proceedings of tbie government in reference to Gortinas and his forces 
which crossed the Rio Ci < ande into Texas, has been received and is approved. 
I am, sir, yonr obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

William L. Dayton, Esq., Sgc. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton. 

No. 717.] Depart.mknt of State. 

\Va»hingt(m, Dcn/uLtr 4, 1864. 

Sir : Your despatch of the ISth of November, No. 565, iufonnint^ me that 
yon had received assurances from Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys that the application of 
this government for explanation of tbe seizure of the United States mail-bags at 
Acapulco, by order of the conimandant of tlic French forces at that place, would 
receive due consideration, has been received. Your proceedings in regard to tbe 
matter are approved. 

I am, sir, jour obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABB. 

William L. Dayton, Esq., ifc 



Mr. Setpard to Mr. Pike, 
CExtract.] 

No. 151.] Dbpabtment op Statr, 

Washington, Mar/ 6, 1864. 

Sir : T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
20th ot April, No. 129. * ♦ ♦ * . * 

Becent advices from the eastern Slates of Mexico represent that the national 
cause has revived in that region since the flight of Vidanni, the disbyal gov- 
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ernor of Goahaila and New Leon, Our attitude in regard to tLe conflict in 
Mexico remains nncliangrod. Wc Btill coutinue to see there a war V)etween 
France and Mexico, in repaid to which wo are, as in all other foreign couHictSf 
ueutralg. 

Our spring camptugn is open, and it may he expected that its events and 
Ticissituaes will for a time abate the interesta with which we have been watching 

the commotion of Europe. 

I am, eir, your obedient SQrrant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Jambs S. Pikb, Esq., 8fc. 



Mr, Koemer to Mr, Seward, 
r^xtiact] 

No. 83.] Legation op the United States. 

Madrid, March 20, 1864. 

Sir: • • • • • • • 

The Arcliiluke i\[axiinili;in lias just returned to Miramar, and in a few days 
will formally accept tlio ^ft xicau crown and assume the title of tlie ** Kniperor 
of the Mexicans." Ambu.ssadors and miuistera will be immediately sent to the 
European powers before he embarks. The name of the person designed to 
represent him here is already given in the papers. I wonld thank you for aa 
intimation as to the Tnaniit r in wliicli you desire mc to regulate ray ci>iHluct 
towards Iiim. Ho \\\\\, ot cinirse, make me an olliciai visit. Shall it be ro> 
turned oliicially, or only privately ? 
Your obedient servant* 

GUSTAVUS KOEBNEB. 

Hon. William H. Srward, 

Secretary qf State, Sfc, 



Mr, Koemer (o Mr. iSeward, 

CExtract.3 * 

No. 85.] Legation of the United States, 

Madrid, March 27, 1S64. 
Sir: • • • • • . • • 

It is tJtiited here in various journals, which are likely to receive information 
from ministerial circles, that Mr. Preston has gone to Mexico to establish com- 
mercial relations with the new empire, and to procoie its recognition of the 
Confederate States. It is also said in some of tlic papers that Spain ha!^ entered 
into a treaty with the new emperor, reserving' tin' throne of 3Iexico, in caso of 
failure of issue, to a Spanish prince. This would be an important fact if true, 
as it would secure the moral oo>operation of Spain in the estaUkhment of the 
new empire, and would have a tendency to place Spain in a somewhat antago- 
nistic position to the United States. That Spain, in the end, would be clH-ated 
of her exjieet.uions 1 have no doubt ; but still it is not altogether improbable 
that some uiducemeutd have been held out to her, which may have some prcduut 
effect. 

I have the honor to be> with the highest respect, sir, your obedient serwiut, 

GUSTAVUS KOEIiNKH. 

Hon. William li. Seward, 

Secretary of SUitCt ifc. 
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Mr, Koenicr to Mr. Seward, 
[ExtracL] 

Ko. 90.j Lboation of thb Umted Statts , 

Madrid, Aj^rU 2, 1864. 
SrR: • • • • • • 

The resolutions of tho House of llepreseiitativea at Washington, protesting 
against a monarcbj in Mexico, ander Eiuropeah auspices, has caused surprise in 
'diplomatic circles and a good deni of BenBution in tho prei^s. It is generally 
Fnp|>o^'f■d that the attitude assumed hy tho IIou?o will j»roduce complication?^ 
witli France, and may lead to a war. As far ni^ Spain i,>< concerned, there are in 
fact very few persons in favor of tho new empire under ^laxiinilian ; some, in- 
deed; who would otherwise have been in favor of French policy in America, and 
who genoi nlly take their ideas from France, being disappointed in this instance 
because a Spanish prince was not selected. 

I hayo the honor to be, with the highest respect, sir, vour ohediont servant, 

GU6TAVU6 KOi:ll^■EU. 

Hon. William H. Sbwaso, 

Secretary SttUe^ ^e. 



Mr* Seward to Mr, Koemer, 

No. 81.] Depabtment of State, 

JVaje/iington, April 7, 1SG4. 

Sir : In your despatch of March 20, No. 82, you mention the probahility 
that the Archduke Maximilian, on assuming the title of emperor over Mexico, 
will nc-rredit a representative to the court of her Catholic Higesty, and you ask 
directions how to regulate your conduct towards the person who may be so ac- 
credited. 

It is the policy of the United States to refrain ftom recognizing revolutionary 
governments. It has not recognized any revolutionary government in Mexico^ 
I while it has justly respected the belligerent rights of tho parlies engaged in war 
• in that country. You will, of course, follow the policy which prevails here ; 
and you will liold no ofiicial intercourt^e with any representative at Miidrid of 
any revolutionary government that has been or shall be established against the 
authority of the government of the United States of Mexico, with which alone 
the United States are maintaining diplomatic relations. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, - 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

GusTAVus KoERNER, Es(][., Sfc, Madrid* 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Koemer, 
[Extract] 

Ko. 82.] Dbpartmbnt op State, 

Waekiiiglon, April 18, 18G4. 
Sir: * * * * * * * 

It is true that Mr. Preston has gone to Mexico, as a pretended legate of the 
Insurgents to the so'^led regency of the empire. They arc very enterprising 
in diplomacy, but their success there is not {^n-atly to be feared, unless they 
should ti^trieve misfortunes sustained on the battie-fiekU Spain has heretofore 
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liad opportimity to uoderstand the slaveholders of the United States. It is not 
Ic li< r own interest tlinn it is our? tliat slie pliall not suffer herself to !)•> milled 
by ttii ui. Wliat n-Hi-^tance eouKl Mexico, now or at any future time, otTcr, with 
even European aid, against the Blaveholdiupj power of the United States, if it 
could escape destruction and attain independence in the present eivil war f 
I anil 8ir» yoor obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

GUSTAVUS KuER.NER, Ks^,. 4^., Madrid. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Kocmer, 

Ko. 92.] Bbpabtmbnt op Statb. 

Wtukingtom, May 17, 1864. 

Sir : Tour despatch of the 2d ultimo* No. 90, has been received, and that 

part of it which relates to the aH^umi>tion of impf-rial authority in Mexico hy 
the Archduke Maximilian has lu-t n n ad with much interest. For your mforra- 
atiou in regard to the course of iho United States iii connexion with this event, 
I herewith enclose a co{iy of an instruction addressed by me to Mr. Dayton, 
our minister to Paris, on tlie 30th ultimo. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

GuSTAVUS EoBRi\'BR, Es^., Sfr., Madrid. 



Mr* Seward to Mr. Koemer, 

^Coufideutial. — Extract.1 

No. 95.] Dbpabtmbnt op Statk, 

Wathingtoih May J 9, 1864. « 
Sir: * * * * * * * 

This government, seriously preoccupied with domestic affairs, has deemed it 
prudent and juat, and has found it possible thus far, to bold ittielf, as well as the 
whole Ameridin people, absolutely neutral in two warn which are waged by 
European j<tat( s iu portions of America. I refer tO the war of France ajj^ainst 
Mexico, and to the civil war to wliicli Spain is a party in the island of .*>t. Do- 
mingo. This government lias been able to practice tiiia neutrality and enlVtrce 
its observance upon American citizens, because all the maritime powers of 
Europe, while they have constantly assured the United States of their purpose 
to maintain neutrality in our own unhappy civil war, have also disclaimed designs 
of polilieal conquest in Amorioa. iSeveral of tlic .Snutli American republiean 
elates, however, naturally t^ympathizing, a» they must, with iIh' republic of Mex- 
ico, and with the revolutionists of Spanish St. Domingo, allege, on the contrary, 
that several of the European states, which once had colonies here, are now 
seeking to reduc ■ tlu in aj^ain to the condition of dej)endencies. These appre- 
hensions are not unlikely to be entert/ii»»ed by the whole j'eople of the United 
Slatei*. The proceeding!* of Spain in Pera give them color, which i:j deeply to 
be regretted. Indeed, a general discontent with the forbearance of the govern- 
ment is already manife.-r. Should the sentiment of this country demand are- 
consideration of the policy of nr uiralify which the government has 'hitherto 
maintained, it is very much to bo feared that new complications might arise* 
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vbich would not merely disturb the existing systems of commerce, but migbt 
endanger the general peace of nations. I need not enlarge upon the subject I 
have thus presented. 

I am, sir, your i^bedieiit servaut* 

WILLIAM H. BEWABD. 

QusTAVUS KOBRNBB, Esq., 9fc^ Madrid, 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Motley, 
[Sstxact.] 

No. 66.] Department of State, 

Washington, April 18, 1864. 
Sir: After prcparinp: r>r the onlfjoing mail very full despatches concerning 
i^Iexicm atiain-*, 1 have just now received your confidential despatch of March iiS, 
which iuforme me of the grave question that has arisscu in the court of Vieuna, 
concerning the effect of &e Arcnduke Maximilian's acceptance of a crown in 
Mexico upon hu presumptive rights to sueoeed to tho imperial royal throne of 
Austria. 

While I thank you very earnei*tly for this important information, T do not 
think it neccsttary to comment upon it. The ({uedtii»u thus raised will probably 
have been in some way adjusted before this despatch will reach its destination. 
The prcH< nt policy of this government in regard to Mexico would remain tho 
same whether the areliduke renounces or retains liir^ cl.iim to the fsnccfiSf^ion in 
Austria; and it does not t^eem probable here that the uhimate destiny of Mexico 
can be influenced by anything so merely individual and persoual as the character 
or relations of the person who at this new turn of the political wheel of that 
state may be liftf^d up by one of its factions* aided by foreign power, to the seat 
of Aloutesuma. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

J. LoTHBOP MoTLBT, Esq., dtc, Vtemia, 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Modejf, 
CExtnct] 

Ko. 78.] Dbpabtmbnt of State, 

WMingtan, July 14, 18G4. 

Sir : * * . • • • • • . 

I thank you for your snggestiona concerning Mexico, and the probable influ- 
ence of recent events in that country unon our relations with Austria. These 
are consequences of our civil war, and toey cannot be controlled. All that can 
be dune in regard to them is to practice prudence and good faith in our foreign 
relations, and at the ?ame time make preparation? for self defeiico. if, notwitlt- 
ptnnding our best ell'orts, we shall find ourselves involved in neir complicatioua. 
Xeiiiicr is our political system weak, nor does it stand ou an uncertain foundation. 
We must, indeed, do all that we can to fortify, as well as to defend it; but we 
may not unwiraly indulge an abiding confidence in its inherent strength and 
stability. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM U. SLWAUD. 

J. LoTHBOP MoTLBY, Esq., S^c, Fteima. 
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Jfn Mo^ey to Mr, Seward* 

No. 34.] Legation of the UiViTED States, 

Vienna, Sepiemher 21, 1863. 

Sir: Siaee tlie date of my despatcli of last week, K<v 33, 1 have had an Ih' 

terview with Gonnt Recbberg. Nothing, however, ha^ up to this moment been 
di citli il in reo;ard to the expected ofTt r nf tlio proposrd Mexienn throne to the 
Archduke Maxmilian. The atfair, so lar the imperial royal government ia 
concerned, remains as before. The deputation from Mexico is expected in the 
cotine of this week to arrive at Hiramar, the arcbdoke's residence, near Trieste. 

I could not leam from tbe minister what conditions would be laid down by 
the archduke as necesBnrj preliminaries to his acceptance of the crown, but I 
understood him to say that no binding arrangement would be concluded with 
this deputation, although it would probably be received. 

I understoud bira, also, to repeat, as often before, that the Austrian govern- 
ment considered the matter as a purely personal one, regarding the archduke 
liimsclf and his imperial brotlnT only, and that the imperial royal ;jo\cniment 
had not the means nor the iucliuatiou to send out forces to Mexico to maintain 
tbe new empire. 

I do not think it worth while to report any of .the observations which I un- 
officially made on the subject myself, and which were simply those which any 
loyal ATHfrican, belonging to any section or party of the l'nit<'(l States, would 
be always sure to make in regard to this overtuniing ui a n public, and the 
snbstitntion for it of a monarchical government on American soil, and upon cor 
frontier, by means of foreign armies and navies. 

It sefm.s to me that public opinion docs not need much enlightenment as to 
the ellVct likoly to be jiroduced upon the people of the United States by this 
European armed intervention in tiie affairs uf an American republic. 1 sup- 
pose that the French Emperor is hardly acting in ignorance of American 
opinion? and feelings, bnt in defiance of them, and that the arehdnke, in going 
forth upon this adventure to improVe imperial institutions upon the ruins of a 
democratic republic, can hardly have failed of wricrbing all the poiasibb' con- 
ecquencos of such a step, and that he is not likely to h:<v>> reckoned uu the 
sympatby and snpport of the United States government and p uple. 

I intimated to Count Kechberg that there were rumors of tbe impending 
recognition of the so-called southern confodoracy by the provisional govern- 
ment now cstjiblislud in the city of .Mexico. I underpfood him to reply that 
the Au:^trian government kuew no such provisional government, and that a 
commnnication which had been received nom that source had not been and 
would not be answered. 

I alluded, also, to the daily rumors in the European journals of intrigues and 
secret understandings between the agents of the itisurgent government in the 
seceded States and the Emperor Napoleon, in which recognition of that organ- 
isation as an indep^dent power by France was annonnced fur the immediate 
future, coupled with cession of territory so far as such agents had tbe power to 
cede if to tlie new Mexican empire, as the price of French recognition and 
French alliance. He said that the arclidukc lield himself aloof from all such 
intrigues. In regard to the expected recognition by tho new Mexican empire 
of the so-called eonfbdenicy, he observed that it wonld be easy for the United 
States government in a moment to make such a step impossible. 

If the United States should themselves recognize the new government of 
Mexico, of course such recognition by so important n power would be far more 
Valuable than any political relations that might be es'tablished with the s<tuthern 
States. He observed that everybody knew that the previous attacks npoQ 
Mexico and the disposition to extend the United States dominion over the soil 
of that country had always proceeded from the South. 
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I answered, that thn rocnizinition hy the Uiiitctl Pt ite? j^overnmont of tli'r? new 
empire ?( i'inr'cl to mc3 irnpo.^.-^ililc Iiir^trad, howevt-r, of uayini^ niiylhiiig more 
upou tliid topic luvf'clf, my jM;rson<il ouiiiiouH and fecliogcj haviuj^ beoii ofton 
enough and strongly enough cxpreasea. I proposed reading to him your de« 
spatch to Mr. I).iyn>n, of March 3, 18Q2, which, bo far as I knew, had never 
been puhHj«hed, but of which a copy had hcon forwarded to mo at tin? time, and 
whicli I hud bron;^lit with me. He readily a^.■^eIllt*(l, expro3r(ing at the same 
time a strong respect for yourself and your cliaracter aa a Btatesman. 1 thought 
it could certainly do no harm that the Austrian government should be in pos- 
• session of so wise and tcm})erate a i^tatenieut of Amoricau thought on that all- 
important <M)ijrct, and accor(liii<;ly, after reading; the paper, I took tiie re.-?pon- 
Bibility ot jn <>iiii-iii;j^ a copy, wUicli hoM 8abiie(j[uenlly been communicated to tiie 
imperial royal foreign oiiice. 

If I have done wrong in this you will let me know. I thoogbt it might have 
some eiTect in causing reflection at this critical moment, and I relied on an ob- 
servation in one of your despatches to mci that our government has no conceal- 
meut in tills matter. 

I think you will hardly wish me to enter into academic or prophetic specula- 
tions upon this grave incident in our history. You are informed of the exact 
relations between the United States and France, while I am necessarily in the 
dark. 

Knraor!', snj<picion9, and thrral;*, in rrp^ard to the tvtlitude of that j)uwer to- 
wards us, fill the atmosphere of Kurope. It ^eema ioapoasible to doubt that the 
tendencies and sympathies of the French government ^ve towards the slave- 
hold^' insurrection, and that a recognition of the so-called con^eracy is an 

ever-impendinp: event. 

SitKM" tlie revelation;* of the British Parliament by 3^e^?r^*. Roebuck and 
Lindriay, it W(juld be fully to doubt the feelings of the ruler of France. At 
present the see-saw of his policy between Poland on the one side and Mexico 
on tin < :]i>;r seems to incline towards our i^ide of the world. 

TIk- Poles are left to fight, Bingle-handed and naked as it were, ap:ainft tlio 
whole }»owerof llu5»ia, for a winter's campai'^^n in that direction on the part of 
France alone is hardly among the probabiUtied. The Gulf of Mexico seems 
more tempting at present, and you are better aware than I am how much or 
how little danger there is of that last chance of the insurgent-i, a forei^'u war 
against the L'nited States. I am Pure that the President will avoid such war 
with any power so long as tho national honor and the uatioual safety will 
permit. 

I observe this morning a single paragraph in a widely drenlated Vienna news- 
paper Av'hich is worthy of your attention. It is in an article defending the 

probal>]e acceptance by the archduke of the ^Fexican crown : "According to 
late-t accounts from Mexico it hardly to be doubted that all irmer discord in 
Mexico will come to an end so soou as the archduke shall tread its soil. * ♦ * 
Also, the French government is supposed to have arranged with the American 
sottthe. ti States for the cession of Texas. It is confidently assumed that the 
ovcrwhelniiiigly German jmpnlation of Texas would readily submit themselves 
to a Germ 111 prince. It is a]i{)arently not feared that, in consefjueTic of this 
cession, a \var would arise .between Frauce and North .f\jnerica; should, how- 
ever, the north of America, besides the still-continuing contest with the confed- 
erates, be willing to burden themseh ( s with such a war in addition, then France 
would not object, perhaps even wi.sh for it, in order at least te be able to inter- 
fere with armed force in favor of the south." 

This is in a journal which is generally supposed — I know not how justly — to 
be ''inspired" occasionally by government. Of what U8e» then, would be talk 
or argumentation on our side as to Mexican politics* if such views could find 
general acceptance? 

50 DC** 
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Whether the Germans in Texas, who prohalilv did not emiirrate from their 
fatherland because fanuticaily attached to monarchical institutiouB, ore grown 
80 disloyal to th^ adopted country as is liere Tepresented, yon can jndee oetter 
than I can. Hy impression has been tbat they were not only strong ana saneeie 
democrats, but on account of their warm attachment to the United States govern- 
ment they had suffered much persecution from tin- iii-jur;jcuts. But under whose 
authority has Texas been ceded to France ! Kvca were the iusurgeut govern- 
ment in as trinmphant as it is really in desperate drcnmstaneeSt on what theory 
and by what machinery is Texas to be ceded ? 

At least an ordinance of eecensiou out of the confederacy, on the part of the 
State gf)vernmeut, might be thought ueoesaary ; or is it auppo^ed that tiie govern- 
ment at liichmoud has spare troops enough at its disposal beyond the Midci:«sippi 
to deliver over Texas* bound hand and foot^ to the new emperor? Cessions in 
the Nice and Savoy fiishion are not so easily accomplished in oar hemisphere. 
Of course, the Emperor Napoleon, or any foreign potentate, is competent to at- 
tempt the conquest of Texas orof any other United States territory with orwithout 
"an arrangement with the southern States," but it would ccrtaiuly be Bomeihing 
new in the history of the world that the conquest of such a province, 237,000 
square miles in extent, and with a popnlation of 600,000, the acquisition of which 
has cost a war, besides SIO,000|000 in mi>ney> should be effected without the 
inconvenience of a new war. 

In conclusion, I should say, although I am uuable to give you authentically 
the conditions to he laid down previous to the acceptance of the transatlantie 
crown by the archdukea that this will uiuhuibtedly include a goodly iiuuiber of 
French bayonets fnr a considerable number of years, a recognition of the throne 
by Franco and England at least, and some more snbstautial manifestations of 
Mexican opinion in regard to the proposed revolution of the goverumeut than 
the shadowy phenomena which have thus far been visible. 

I should say, also* that this whole matter is an embarrassment to tlie impetisl 
royal government. Offence might be given to Franco should her fatal present 
be refnried. while accejitancc can bring no possible good to Austria. 

"Timeo Douaos etiam doua fcrcutes" is, I suspect, the secret tliought of the 
govemmrat. 

I have the honor to remaiut very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTUBOP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William H. Skwakd, 

Secretary of State^ Washington, D. C, 



Mr, MatUy to Mr. Seward. 
[Extiaet.] 

No. 36.] Legation op thh Unitbd States of Ambbica, 

Vieima, October 5, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, No. 41, 
of date September 11, marked confuh ntial, in which information is conveyed to 
me as to the attitude of the United States u;oTerumeut in regard to the war now 
existing between the onpire of France and the republic of Mexico. 

I understand from the latter portion of the despatch that the representatives - 
of the United States abroad are instructed not to eng;ig(^ in the political debates 
which the present unsettled asj)ect of the war in Mexico has elicitid. Hitherto 
1 have occasionally deemed it my duty, in my private and uuolficial capacity, 
to give expression to the almost universal American sentiment as to the events 
m question, an ! as to the misfortunes which have come upon a republic, our 
nearest neighbor, thmu^li flu iuv i^ion of a distant and powerful nation. Of 
course, I have never engaged in any political debates, as I am fully aware tbat 
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the United States government baa never, direeUy or indirectly, autborised me 

to tlmt effect. 

1 have thought, however, that it might ho usoful for th<^ (loj».'irtmcnt to he 
int'ormed, from time to time, of what might transpire as to the C4iu(lidacy of the < 
Arehdoke Maximilian for the throne which it is j^posed to ereet in Mexico, or 
in that part of the repnhlie which has been snbdued by the armies of the Preneb 
Emperor. 

I regyet that my last despatch, Ko. 35, convpyed incorroct intormation. 
AUItougii I stated that the source of that ioformatioa was uot official, nor such 
as I could Tonch for, while I relied myself on its correctness, yet I should not 
have transmitted it at all, except for strong reasons for my fiuth, not now neces- 
sary to indicate. 

At any rate, unless there has hecn ?omo anddeu change in the plans of the 
archduke, which I have no reason to i^npuu^e, it is obvious that the information 
was erroneous ; for it now appears from the answer of bis Imperial Highness to 
the deputation of "notables," a transilation of which is herewith tranf«mittod, 
that his ultimate acceptance of the offered crown is very problematical. The 
conditions laid down are such as have been iutiraaunl in all ray previous 
despatches, except No. 35, and would seem very difficult of fulfilment. One 
would suppose, for instance, although it is not distinctly stated, that among the 
guarantees that of England would M included, and it is difficult to imagine that 
this oonld be obtained. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHBOP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William H. Sgward, 

Secretary of State, Wa»hingtoih C, 



Tmtsvt, Od'J^r 3. 18C3. 

The Mexican deputation was received to-day by his Imperial Uoyal Uighucss tho Arch- 
duke Ferdinand Uaximillan. The archduke answered tiie address of the deputation : 

Gkstlkmo : I am deeply touched by the wishes which were expressed by tho ns»embly 
of notables at Mexico, nt tlieir sitting of the 10th of June, and which yon have been charged 
to biiiif? to me. It can ouly he li ittciitiL,' fur our house that, nt the first mention of the 
word monarchy, the eyes of your countrymen were at once turned to tho race of Charles V. 
Altliou_rh the 1 1 k n\ assuring the independence and wel!-l)eing of Mexico, by means of 
durable Hud tii.e institutions, U a very noble one, still I must ackaowle<l,i;e, in tall under- 
Standing with his Majesty the Emperor of the French, whose glorious initiative makes the 
rejrenenition of your beautiful country powible, that the monarchy cannot be restored, on 
]).'i;itimate and lusting foundations, unless t^ whole natiou, of its own free will, ratifies 
th'- ^vi^}l of the capital. Therefore, I most make my acceptance of the throne which i^i 
oiTered to me depend, first, on the result of a vote of the entire country. On the other 
hiiuil, my comprehunhioa of tho sacred duties of the ruler over the restored empire makes 
it neeeuaiy for me to ask for those guarantees which are indespensable to protect It from 
the dangers which threaten its integrity and independence. Sliould tlio a.-siinitices of a 
well-grounded security in tho future be obtained, and should the universal choice of the 
noble Mexican people &II npon me, I shall be ready to accept the throne, snpported by the 
arqniesoence of the high chief of niy f;Huily, and confiding in the protection of the Ahniu'hty. 
lu case that I should be called by Frovidence to the high mission of civilization con- 
nected with this crown, I must, gentlemen, declare to you, even noir, my firm determlna- 
tiou, following the wi>e examiyle of my imperial brotlicr, to open to the country the path 
of progress founded on law ^ud order, by means of a cou:}titutiuuiil ^{ovcrumuut, and aa 
soon as the whole realm has been restored to peace, to seal the fundamental fact with the 
nation by my oath. Only in this way conld a new anil truly natii n il policy be called Into 
life, in which all parties, forgetting their ancient enmities, would help to rai«e Mexico to 
that conspicuous rank among the nations to which she would seem to be destined under a 
government which held as its highest principle to let moderation and law govern. 

Gc ntlcmeu, will you communicate to your countrymen tbetie resolutions, which I have 
freely imparted to you, and strive that it may be made pobiiblo to the nation to dedare 
what govenuneat it withes to see established. 
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Mr. Motley to Mr. Seie>ar^. 

^0. 3S.] Leuation of thb U. 3* o^' America at Viexxa, 

Novanber 24, 1SG3. 

• Sir: I liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your degpatches, Nos. 
45, 46, 47> and 48, of dates October 9, 20, 23, and 23, together with a copy of 
your despatch of date 23d October, 1863, ad(lres.^cd to Mr. ]>aytrm. 

Tliif^ paper I took tlic earliest opportunity to place in the bands of Count 
Kfchberf^, at an interview a»fi'W day^ ago. He read it tbrough with great at- 
tentiou, and then observed that it seemed to him a very moderate and states- 
manlike despatch. 

He at»ked if I would leave it with him, but as you had only inftructod me to 
•'make the contents known" to him, I did not consider mypflf justifu d in BO 
doing, becau.se of the coniideutial nature of the document, and because it was 
addressed not to me, but to our minister in Paris. 

Oor conversation on the matter was brief. He repeated what he had often 
said before, that the imperial government held itself aloof from the whole affair. 
Aui?tria was a continental power, not a maritime powrr oj' ilie fir.-t iiiagniiude, 
and could, therefore, send uo ships or armies to Mexico to sustain the proposed 
empire. 

I onderstood him to remark that it was hardly to be expected that the people 

or government of the United States wonld regard with sympathy the reappear- 
ance of a monarchical form of government in their nei^liborhood, but tliat, on 
ihe other hand, the right of Mexico to decide as to its own form of goverument 
was not to be disputed. 

I replied that this right was the leading prindple of all our policy, but that 
a real decision of a nation as to its form of government could never be made in 
the presence of foreign armies and navies. 

The couverfeatiou then passed to other topics. 

I suppose that there is no doubt of the archduke's expectation to leave for 
Mexico before next ^^ummer. 

I have the honor to remain, sur, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHttUP MOTLKZ. 

Hon. WiLLiA.M H. Sewabd, 

Secretary of State, Waahingtont D. C, 



Mr, Setoard to Mr. Judd. 

No. 72.] DBPARTMEiXT t»F S TATE, 

Watihingtont May 9, 1864. 

Sir : I have to thank yon for your despatek of April 16, No. 62, which 
contains a very interesting exposition of the political situation of western Kurope. 
Since it arrived 1 have received new? of flio fall of Diipi rl. w!iic!i. doubtlesSt 
lend? a new complfxion to ll)e v.-nr b' twcf'n Denmark aiid (ierniauy. 

I am advi.^(Hi iijat Mr. Corwin, availing him.self of a leave of ab:ience granted 
itt August last,, expected to take bis departure from Vera Gnue on the 3d instant. 
The late accounts from Mexico show that the French forces have encountered 
peveral reverse?; Imt the statements are not very minute, and everything that 
comes from that ([Uirter, in the interest of either helligerenr, i? believed to be 
n\iieh exaggerated. Kothiug that has occurred there or in Europe ha.-> been 
thought to furnish sufficient ground for a change of the atttdnoe which the 
United States has hitherto held in regwrd to Mexico. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

AORMAN B. JtDb, Es(i., ^x;., Berlin. 
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Mr, Judd to Mr, Seward, 
tExtcaet] 

No. G2-] Leuation of tub Umted States, 

Berlin, April 16, 1864. 

Sir : Your despatches Nob. 69 and 70, dated 19th and 21 st of Mardi, lespect- 
ively, as also circular 48, hearing; date Gth Febniaiy, arc received. 

The new einj)ire of ^rcxico is esUiblighed, so far as it can be done ou tliiB side 
of tbe ocean. Maximiliau baa accepted the crown and as^^umed all the trapping.^) 
of roydtj. He has oi^anised his imperial and official household, appointed 
diplomatic representatives to the leading European courts, and mailed from Trieste 
in an Au^ilrian anit* d i?liip, accompanied hy French ships, and will call at Home 
for a bie!*.<'iii^ on bia way to bi.s fancied empire. 

The new Mexican loan bas enabled Maxiniiliau to pay his debts — bo was 
hopelessly msolvent— has given him, in addition, a few millions of francs for 
travelling expenees, and put in the French exchequtf the balance to pay past 
liabilities and f^nanuitee future re»<ponaibilitiefl. • • • ♦ 

I am, eir, your obedient servant, 

N. B. JUDD. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

' Secretary of State, WtuAington, D, C, 



Mr, F, W, Seward to Mr, Sanfard, 

No. 148.] DErARTMK.NT t)K Sl ATK, 

Washington, i£i'ptemhcr 26, 1SG4. 
' Sir ; I thank you for your interesting despatch of the 7th of September, No. 
1^14. 

Tlie wisdiim of allowinj^ Belgian Bubjects to take military service against the 
republic of Mexico is the q^uestiou which seems to discussed ia the iielgiau 
legislature. 

One important point was omitted, namely, bow long the fidelity of a foreign 

Jegion employed in Anu lica in such a cause can be 'depended upon. It will bo 
seen, I tbink, in tbe end, that European soldiers coming hither, ultimately be- 
come American republicans. 

I aiu, sir, your obedient servaat, 

F. W. SEWARD, 

Acting Secretary, 

Hbnby S. Sanfobd, Es^., ^„ Bnueelt, 



Mr, Seward ta Mr, Samford. 

Diii AHTMBNT OF StaTS, 

Washington, October 4, 1864. 

Sir; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
15tb of September, No. !iil5, wbicb mention^^ a probability that a special and 

extraordinary mispion will be eent by tbe I')' ];;! in government to tbe so-called 
imj)erial govcniniont in Mexico. I bave ab-^o received your private note, v. hicli 
mentions tbat Mr. Boudeel von Cuelebroeck, now minister pleuipoteuliary iicre, 
will likely be appointed to fill that eztraordinaiy mission. 
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• 

Tilts povovnineiit can have no right to qucs^tion such a proceeding by the 
Belgian government, but it is easy to perceive that if the representative of 
Belgium eball be sent to Mexico to recognize a foreign imperial revolationary 
goremiDcnt there, while the United States remain in treaty relationa with the 
native rrjjiiMirnn crovcrnment still cxi-'tinjr,' in ^ft-xico, and if that ropre«entativc 
should, immediately after performing' th;it function, be returned to tlie United 
St.ates to renew his mi.-siuu here, the truufaction would then be liable to popular 
misapprebension, which, even though it should not impair his usefulness, might 
at least render his residence le.^s agreeable than it is to be desired. 

Yon vnny \-erbally and unofficially suggest these considerations to Mr. Bogier 
for hid r' ilection. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, * , 

WILLIAJI H. 8BWABD. 

Hbnby S. Sanford, Esq., Bruueh, 



Mr, Sanford to Mr, Seward, 

No. 199.]. Legation of the Umted States, 

BnugeU, Jvly 6, 1864. 

StR: Lieutenant General Ghapelie, "chai^d by his majesty the emperor of 

Mexico with the mi:?j!ion of Organizing a body of troops destined to form part 
of the imperial ^lexican guard," han issued n notice nndt r date of yesterday, 
which 1 enclose heiewitli. touehing the condition, &c., of enli-tnient. The 
service ia for six years, with a bounty of from Bixty to one hundred francs, fox' 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers, and the same amount to be ^ren at the 
expiration of their service, with retuni passage to Antwerp. Those who renuun 
in Mexico as colonists will lif entitled, the common soldier to about ten acres, 
the serp^eant to abont thirty acres of land, and to certain advances for its im- 
provement; this grant of land to be doubled iu the evenly of completing a 
second term of six years' service. 

The pay while in Belgium is to be the same as that of the Belgian army. In 
Mexico it will be augmented in accordance with the needs of the soldier, and 
will be e(|ual to that given to the best paid corps. 

I have beeu told that the organization of this corps is complete, iu go far as 
the officers are concerned, and that leave has been given to omcera of the arm^ 
who have jnliK il i] i-^ ( ..riis. which will number two thousand men. 

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

H. S. SANFOBD. 

Hon. William II. Skward, 

Secretary of State, 4c?. 



Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward. 

No. 214.] United States Lfoatiov. 

BrvssfKi, S(j>f()))hcr 7, 1*^01, 

Sir : I enclosed to you on the Cth of July, in my despatch No. 199, a notice 
published by General Chapelie, iuvituig recruits for a Belgian legiou to serve 
in Mexico. 

Soon after, I called M. Bogier's attention, incidentally, to this notice, and 

fl'^kcd liini if the government \\n? a party tf) this organization of troops. He re- 
plud that it was not; thai, as a government, they had nothing to do with it ; 
that they had, however, given permission to Belgians iu their tservice, who de- 
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Bired to go, for without it they forfeited their natioiiality as Bt lj^ians. There 
Wftsnothiug ia their laws, he coutiuued, which preveute(i recruiting iu Belgium 
for foreign semoe, proTided it was not agunst a nation with which the^ were 

at peace. 

Thia Pu]jj''ct, coupled with tin* appearance in the streets of the recruits in 
Mexican uniform, has naturally excUed public attention, and in the »<ittin;^ of 
the 2df on a motion by M. GoomanH, he inquired of the minister of war if it 
was true that Belgian floldiem had received authorization from the government 
to take military service in Mexico, and upon what laws it was based. Tha 
minist»^r replied that it was in accordance with iinTiiernu"? precedents, and he did 
not see why exception should be made against tiio.-^e ]ielgian8 wishing to jserve 
a daughter of the King, who is a sovereign in another country. 

An animated and intereetliig debate followed, which I endose from the Monf- 
teur, and which shows considerable elIlb;^•ra^5?ment on the part of the govern- 
ment, and on the part of its friends, to deft nd its course, such as it is; for its 
effect would seem to tend to put the representatives of liberalism in Belgium in 
a false attitude before the liberal sentiment of £urope. 

The motion of Mr. Ooomans, expressing the regret of the house that the gov- 
ernment had authorized the promotion in Belgium of a Belgian military C')rpn 
for service in a foreign country, failed by a vote of 30 for and .OS against. A 
substitute, by M. Bara, declaring that *'the house, in presence of the formal 
decUrations that the government has remained and will remain completely aloof 
from the encouragement of a corps destined to serve in Mexico, proceed to the 
order of the day," passed by a vote of 50 for and 36 against. 

I have the houor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

H. S. SAX FUUD. 

Hon. TTitLiAM H. Srward, 

Secretary of State, 9(0. 



Mr, Sanford to Mr, Hetoard, 

No. 215.J Legatio.x op the United States, 

BnuseU, September 15, 1SC4. 

8iR ! I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches Nos. # 

14-3 and 143. 

TJie Beige-Mexican corps whu'li i? organizing here, and to which rffrience 
has been heretofore inad«', seems to progress but slowly. 1 am informed that 
but about one-half the number contemplated (2,000) has been enlisted. The 
cause appears to be the want of funds to carry out the original plan. There 
seems to be a good deal of fe< lin : 1^- linst this expedition on the part of a por- 
tion of tlie population here, which I would not be surprised to see take the form 
of some pul)lic manifestation. 

It is probable that this government will soon send an extraordinary miseion 
to Mexico, and that M. Blondeel de von Guelebroeck, the Belgian representative 
at Washington, will receive this temporary appointment. 

I have the houor to be, with great respect, vourmost obedient servant, 

li. S. SANFUilD. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, ife. 



Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward. 

No. 220.] Lboation of the Umted States, 

BrtueeU, October 24, 1864. 

Sir; 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches from 
No. 144 to 149, incluaive; also, your circdar despatch of 12th ultimo, and your 
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commnnicalioDH marked "private," wmler dato of Sfpternber 17, 19, and of 4th 
iuiiUiut. The latter, toucliing the appoiutmeut of the present Belginu uiiuic^ter 
to the United States on an extraordinaxy miBsion to Mezioo, will be acted upon 
in accordance with jour anggoBtion. M. Bogier is out of town, and will be 

absent for a week or so longer. 

T!m- Kin;; is ab?eut on a vi«it to Germany and Switzerland, to return early 
the coming mouth. 

A corps of Belgians, about 600, according to the journals, recruited here for 

p».'rvic(' in IVIcxico as " Empress Guard," have L ft liere for the country, ria 
Sf. Tsazairc, and haik d last v, vvk in the regular Fn iii h packet for Vera Cruz. 
"Wan! <>{' iuiids will probably hv an olxilacli? to tin- tomplt-tiou of the cnlir^lnieut 
proposed here. Apart from tlic (iibsatisfactiou which seems to be felt amung 
the soldicia and officers as well, the debates in the Chambers reported to yoa, 
and which will donbtlees be resumed at the next ne.^sion, have nho tended to 
make tlie Ber^•^(•(' mqit |nilar; and niy impression is that the xiean empire 
cannot iely count upon more eoldiers from Belgium, even had it the fuuOs to 
continue recruiting. 
I have the honor to be, with great reBpectt^yoor most obedient servant, 

H. 8. 8ANF0BD. 

Hon, William H. SRWAnn, 

Secretary qf iStaie, Spc. 



Mr, San/ard to Mr. Seward. 

No. 228.] - Umted States Leoation, 

Bnusefi, November 21, 1864. 

8iB: Another detachmoit from the depot of recruits for Mexico was de- 
spatched hence last week, via St. Naziiire, about 400 mvn, I am iuforiued. and 

the romaindrT are to forward, by tlu> ?;iino route, ])y tlie ?t( amer of Deceni- 
Ih t. A8 before stated, recruiting for Mexico Las, siucc some time, been practi* 
cully euqjended. 

The whole number recraited amonnts, I believe, to some 1,400 men. How 
many have Bailed or will sail from St. Nazaire, I know not. There has been 

considerable dissatisfaction nianif-sted, and I eufpect a pood many f!e-»ortion8. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedi( nt s. rvant, 

11. S. SA^FOHD. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd» 
Secretary of SkUe, 



Mr. Sati/urd to Mr, Seward. 

No. 230.] Lboation op tbb Umted Stated. 

Brusxehy Novt m/n'r 2S, 1SG4. 

Sir: The Inulj^et of foreign affairs Avas di:<cu?f'i 1 in tlu' liou^e of representa- 
tives on the 2otli and 26th instant, and was voted without exciting any dis- 
cussion of moment. The appropriation for the mission to Mexico was duly 
voted; one of the "liberal" memlK rs, M. Goblet, intimating, in reply to re- 
marks of Kerryn de Lettenliove in favor of the Mexican empire, that it was 
not fh( n the occasion to discuss that pulrject; that they would voti> the appro- 
priation asked for, aud reserve the expression of their opinion upon the charac- 
ter of the intervention in Mexico. To an incjuiry by one of the members why 
a full nii<-inn was provided for to Mexico and not to the United States and 
]5ra/.il, the minijtter of foreign affairs replie<l that they but returned tlio courtesy 
V hicli had been made to them. A& an envoy extraordinary and minister pleni-' 
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j)otonti;iry liad liorn accroditod to thcra by tlio onipcror of ^roxico, thoy pro- 
posed rc6poudiitg by the Bending of one of the same grade to that country. 
X have th« honor to be, with great respect, year most obedknt senrant 

H. 8. SANFORD. 

Hon. William H, Seward, 

Secretary of Slafe, ifc. 



Mr. Uarcey to Mr. JSetoard. 
No. 234.1 Leqatiow op thk United Status, 

IJshon, Orloher 17, l>(i3. 

1 have tho liotinr to aokiiowlcdf^c the receipt of your No. IIS, C' >vi riii;^ 
a copy of a conlidcntiul dL\-patch to our minister at Vieuua iu regard to the 
proceedings of the French government in Mexico. 

There can he no doubt of the [jrudcnoe and propriety of your instmction that 
wo should abstain from discussion of the inij)ortant questinri-^ connected with 
the pie.-ciit situation of ^lexico nulil a more aj>j)io{iriate time and opportunity 
fhall be presented by events which are now iUst taking shape and substance. 
In fact, the policy of oor eovemment in reference to the states of the Ameriiaaii 
continent ^^jM .iks so emphatically for itself, and is ^o generally known and 
iiudiT>-tn< id in Europe, as to require little of either explanation or lepxeaentatioii 
on the part of its diplomatic amenta abroad. 

That policy is founded upon justice and right, and involves various obligations 
.and duties. If fon ign powers deliberately assail and violate it, they cannot be 
ignorant of the results which nni.-t sooner or hiter attend any eucb infraction. 
It U only natural that the people of the United States should feel a deep concern 
for the I'.ite of ^fexico, from immediate neii^lihorlexid, from the nature of her 
poliiieal insliiutiuus, and from the common de.siiuy which may be regarded, in 
the not far future, as the hope and aspiration of both. 

An occasion may possibly happen when it will bo proper for that feeling to 
be affirmed formally and distinct ly.^and we will bo better prepared to exercise 
an eft'ectivo influence at the opjmrtune moment by a becoming restjrve until it 
occurs. Intelligent and candid opinion will not misjudge us for avoiding 
nnneccssary complications that might weaken our position, impair the value of 
our CO*operation, and, perliaps, injure the rightful claim of Mexico to the sym- 
pathy find ?u[iport of the IViiMul^^ ofliheral iustitutiouH and constituti<»tial govern- 
ment evervAvhere. I)e!^j)utic rulers and the champions of absolutism have always 
regarded us with jealousy, disfavor, and distrust. Their instruments will bo 
apt to pursue the work of misrepresentation until exhaustion succeeds to injustice. 
Init if we continue wi-e in our conduct toward Mexico, experience may serve 
to corn et some of tlu -.e Europe.-Tn errnrf, and to remove many ddusioUB COD* 
ccruiug the policy, purposes, and pi»\ver of the United States. 
I have tbc honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAM£S £. HABYET. 

Hon. William IT. Sbward, 

Secretary of State. 



^ Mr, Seward to Mr. Wood, 

No. 100.] Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, • 

WaehingtoH, November 30, 1864. 

Sir: Your despatch of the 24th ultimo, No. 173, was duly received. As yoti 
are aware that this government still maintains diplomatic relations with the re 
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ublicau goverumeut of Mexico, I regret to learn from your despatch that you 
ad thought it not improper to exchange risits with the envoy of the so-cal 
imperial government of that country to the oourta of St. PeterBburg, StoclJi' ^ rn, 
and Copenhagen, on the occ.i?ion of lii? recent vi.sit to tli ' 1 ittt r jilac. The 
error on ynnr part i? rpiii.' cxcufabk', becau.so 3'ou were without instructions 
upon, the .subject. You will be expected, however, hereafter to bear in mind 
that you can know no goTemmc^nt of any state but the one which is recognized 
by tlii.^ department, and that only agents of goyemments which are acknowl- 
edged here can be trenlr d by you as representatives of foreign powers. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM n. SEWAllD. 

Bbadpord B. Wood, Esq., 4r., Copenhagen, 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Campbell. 

No. 8.] Dkpartmext op State, 

\VaxInnzt'*yf' Kornnhrr V^, 1864. 
StR: Tt is understood hero, with sincere reprn t. th.it liaron Wetterstedt has 
been ordered to Mexico on a niisf^iun of some character before coming to this 
country as the diplomatic agent of Sweden. It is proper that von shonld, with- 
out delay, inform the minister of foreign nffiir:; diat the proeeecUng referred to h, 
for ol)viou3 reason.-?, far from sati.-^factory to this govcrnmfnt, and that if it should 
not prevent the baron's official reception here, it would certainly make him lees 
welcome. • 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIE H. SSWAED. 

Jambs H. Campbbll, Esq., ige., Stockholm, 



Mr, Fogg to MF, Seward, 

No. SO.] TInitbd Statbs Lboation, 

Berne, October 2, 1863. 

Sir; Tonr despatch No. 44, marked "confidential," of the date of S( j>t'Mnber 
14. and enclo.'^ing a copy of a dcnpatch dated September 11, tO Mr. Motley» 
United State? minister at Viciinn, is received. 

Having carefully read your despatch to i^Ir. Motley, permit me to say that 
the Bii^estions therein contained, and which seem to be intended as directions 
for all ^ United States diplomatic agents abroad, commend themselves to my 
judgment a.«? eminently timely and wi.'se. I cannot doubt that our government 
looks with intense interest upon tlte proceedingi? of the French government io 
Mexico. There can for a long time have been no doubt, in the mi odd of ia- 
telllgent observers of the events there transpiring, that the Emperor of France 
is now, at least, if not at the commencement of this invasion, bent on supplanting 
a republican form of govenimcnt by an imperial onei and that without«r«(ii/y 
consulting the Mexican people. 

That these proceedings will at some not very distant day demand and re- 
ceive the attenHon of the people and government of the United States, I firmly 
bdieve. That no recognition of, or consent to, those proceedings will ever Ire 
extorted ijrom our indifterence or woakne.^'p, T a.s firmly hope. Having, as that 
expedition nirain^^f Mexico did have, its ori2*in in a scheme against tin- j>eace and 
integrity of the United States, it i.^ due, not less imperatively to a sister and 
neighbor republic than to the dignity and character of our own government, that 
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tlie invaders receive no aid or cotintenance at our liaiid.-^. Tlrp:nn in conspiracy, 
and ]>ro.<ccuted uixli v f il-.' ]>r*'tf'nce.-^, I tni:?t to see no coriC( - ^iong or recognitions 
on the part of our authuniicd interpoeing to save this ^lexican enterprise from 
the disaster and disgrace it so ritbly merits. 

But it 19 not necessary tbat ve do more at prcnent than maintain a *'ma8- 
torly inactivity " ia view of events transpiring in Mexico. It may not be ad- 
vi.-^al'It' tliat ]>r(i((s( even, except by our silence. Our nation ba.s work of it^ 
own whicii cannot wait. li& present duty is to save itself. Its future may be 
to save its neighbor, and Tindicate the snpremacy of republican institutions upon 
tbc American continent. I trUBt in H<^1ven it will. But for that future we can 
afl'ord to wait, wliile we cannot now afiord to throw down the gauntlet to any 
new foe. 

With the highest respect aud esteem, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE G. FOGG. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State of the United States qf America. 



EVACUATION OF MEXICO BY THE FRENCH. 
Mr, Bigekne to Mr. Seward, 

Ko. 228.] Lboation op tbb XTn itrd Statbs, 

Pam, December 2h 1SG5. 

Sir : The message of President Johnson at the opening of Congre.'?s has been 
received here wiih almo.st unanimous expre.-<sionH of Mpjuoval by the jires.-J, not- 
withstanding the wretched trauslatiou in which it wjis swathed at its birth into 
the fVench tongue. A desire to tvanqutlize the publie mind at a moment when 
news from Washington was expected with great solicitude, no doubt, led many 
of the organs of public opinion to exnfrg:prate a little the pacific and friendly 
tenor of thi* President's language. Every allowauce made, however, for such 
. considcratious, you cannot fail to reniark the unexceptionable tone with which 
it has been generally greeted. It has phu^ed our government and policy, both 
foreign and domestic h^ore the world in an attitude which cballenges uniTersal 
respect. 

1 enclose cxlrncts from the repre.-^entative journals of Pari?, by which you 
can judge the spirit of all. My impression is that the passage which refers to 
onr relations with France and Mexico will involve an early change in the rela- 
tions between those two countries, or else a still graver change in the rr l.itions 
of France with the United States ; for, whatever may be the language held by tho 
pre^<s upon tho subject, it is impossible that the French government should not 
infer from the President's language that the policy of our government is not 
onlynnfiivorable to> but inconsistent with, a long continuance of Fr^h authority 
in Mexico. 

I am, 0ur» with great respect, your very obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

. HoA. William H. Skwaeo, Secretary of Siaie, Sfc, 



[From the ConstitutioDnel of December 17, 1885— Administration.] ' 

[Translation. 1 * 

Although we do not yet posseis flie text of President Johnson's message in exfento, the 
analysiD of it fuimished hj the t^egnph Is snffident to enable us alreadj to approdate its 
general character. 
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With r<'g;ird to the European powers, in parttctilar, the thoughts of the Chief Iftgll* 
tmte of thu American Uoion are clearly set forth. Mr. Johnson declares that it chall bo 
his c'oubtuut alia to maintain peace and friendly relatiooii with fureign nations ; and be addf 
that he beliovM tboM natiomi to tie aotoated bj a like dfapoeitioa toweide the United 

btati-s. 

The acts of the gm ciiiiiu'iit at Waehingtou lui'l bcforehunJ cuuGrmcd these declarations 
of the ProiJent. Since the close of the war the elTective force of the army and UttVy of the 
Unitcil States has constantly undergone exten6iv*c rtnluctions, and no later than yesterday 
the American news contained the announcement of the discharge of several Tolunt«jer regi- 
ments from the northern 8t^itei«, utul of a decraue of two>thirdji in the number of woikii^ 
men employt-d In the naval nr^ieiials. TLcge mea.*^MrfS ctmstitiitcd in therii«el ves an eift» 
phatic d< ))! tl U> the :i^^t-: tiuus uf certain American juurualn, who have at uU Luues madee 
trade of c.\< ilin^ jmblic curiosity by means of Bensation rumors. Tiie lanpoiiu''' i.f the Ptcs(> 
dent, therefore, is but the oDicial expreesicn of a thought already manifested in acts. 

Mr. Johnson haf*. moreover, i^n lit to lay down, with regard to foreign oations. nmle 
to none of the enlightened govemmeote of Europe will refuse to subscribe. He has 

(^etl.in. J. as did mo^t of his itrcilecessors, his purpose of maintaining the traditionary policy 
of the United States, cousibtiug in uon-interfereuce in the iutertuU affairs of Earo}ieaa 
natioDd, and demands that on their part Earopnn nations shall ofaeerre a similar conduct 
towanls the Anu riam Union. Tie inM.s : " We uM regard it us a great calamity to our- 
selves, to the cause of good government, and to the peace of the world, should auy Euro- 
pean power eballenge the American people to the defence of republioanism against forefgn 

iuterftn h :c." Thin p;is.vif:f was doubtless written with the .soK- oM •( t of ;_rivtn3 Fnn:e 
satisfaction to that over-excited portion of the Americao public who derive their political 
views from the newspapers above reiened to. We would seek in vain.-lndeed, to disoom 
which of ti.e nalious of Europe can ever have conceive*! the thoi!;_'lit i f interfering in the 
iutetnal all'airs of the United titates. We know of none against which American citiieas may 
one day be called upon to defend their Institutions. 

The l'i(^-iilt nt's nu'ssige could not remain silent on the di^rihssion created bftw.'<-n Eni:- 
land and the United States by thu arming of vessels of English origin, which, after leariog 
Eng!i.sh ixirta, hoisted the confederate flag, and inflicted serious damage upon the com* 

rce <>i' the Uiiiteil Statrs. The President suni nders none of tlie claims set up by the ■ 
cabinet at Washington on this point, but wisely contents himself with propounding a ques- ' 
tion of general Interest, the solution of which he deJms would he of importance for all 
nations. He acknowledges, moreover, that England entertains but kindly dis(K<?itioD8 
towards the United States, aud declares to be himself actuated by a sincere desire to main- | 
tain peace between the two countries. I 

So far a-s the telegraphic analysis enables us to judge, the message of the President of thr | 
United States contains, therefore, none but the most reassuring declarations concerning tb« 
coDtiuuation of friendly relatione between the great republic of the New World nn«l the « 
European powers. We shall soon have occ:ision to study this message in view of its inter- 
nal policy, and of what is conventional I}- called in America rteonitructlm, viz: the pt^ition 
of the late Confederate States towards the States which have victoriously upheld the caaas 
of the Union. 

H. MABDj; UAKIIN. 



[BVom the Journal des Debate of December 18, 1865— Orleanist.J 

[Translation. ] 

The history of the United States since the civil war, and in cousequfipce of that war, is 
destined to become more and more mixed np with that of Envope. The same fbroe whidi 
has saved the Union has the jxnvi r to make her expand by the unavoiilaM-' prosrefisf f \^ 
action and of its influence abroad, liefure the war, no ou& would have dared to i[ue«tiea 
the ngricultaral, commerdal, and industrial prot^perity in store for the American UnieB. 
Sine tilt war, a htill more ini{)ortant field apjH-ars to open l^efore the nation of which M. 
de Montiilembert said recently, '*the American iederation is, henceforth, replaced among 
the great powers of the world ; all eyes will henoeforOi turn to It; all niads will be tasgbt 
by the light of its future, for that futore Shall be more ov loss OUT «iwn, and its dsititty «iU 
perhaps decide ours."^ 

Let us not ffo so far. The rivalry of Inflaence and the reciprocity of action between the 
Auif li II) I'lii'.n and Europe are not a new thing. On neither ^ide have they yet assumed 
the character of a propagaud. America has not sought to aHect the customs or Jaws of 



• La Victoire dn Kord anz titats Unls, by Goont de tfoatslembeit. 
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■Europe, neither has Enmpo attempted to weigh upon the Instf tntlons of America. The 

famuns (lecliir.ition of Pt i-idont Mcnruf, uhoee true tljitc (1^23) haa recently bt-en restonxl 
to it by Mr. John Lemi ianc, who also detcrminod its meaoin:;, was a purely defciiBive de- 
claration. Intended to assign a Ifmtt to the attempts at legitimist reatonitjon then Mng 
aiiiifd out upou Spurn'sli Koil. To n fton tin liiviiie right upon tho tljrone of Si>aiii was, 
of iteeif, a heavy uudertakiug ; to restore it in Peru or Chili with tho aid of French vo^i^cl8 
was a pretenirfon which no one wonid have thought of Preiiident Monroe, nevertheless, 
laid down, in opposing visioniiry events, nn international doctrine full of vitality. 

France has always pretender! to act abroad through tho influence of her ideas and of her 
customs ; this is right. Tho genius of Franco inclines to proselytism ; it is generous, ex- 
pansive, often disintorcf^ted. But in the present stat* of tho world the door is everywhere 
open to liberal ideas, and contrary views obtain actes-i but by force. Tho Americans of the 
north are the greatest prodacers of liberal ideas in the world, and therefore, in the ixoblo 
intercli.inge uf them which is going on among nations, America seems called to a supei iuriiy 
which it will be easier to balance than to Oppose. The genefom emnlation of litierty will 
do nii're toward."* it than overt force. 

ThoM- wlio, like us, bend under the weight of nearly the whole of tho waning century, 
have but few lessons to receive fnnn t!i" ATticrican Union. What could they do with tlu iu? 
After being a sincere monarchist all through life, one remains so. It is too late to change 
one's ideas. OonsUtntional monaiehy, when one has pl.ieed in It one's confidence an<I faith, 
is, moreover, a great enonch progress compared with the governnnMit i)y divine right, to 
permit one not to wi.-^Ii fur more. There is, therefore, a wliolo generation wliose political 
opinions remain iminfluenoed by tiie sj)ectacIo of the triumph Of the republican principle 
in t!]i' Cnit' <1 States ; l ut Ix'w.in- of tlie inflnenre nf guch an example upon tho generations 
whicli follow us ; beware, cHi>CLiii]ly, of its inliuence upon the masses, animated and sus- 
tained in their forward march towards the future by the stimulus of eqaality— a iBi1<spIit- 
t»^'r. rus tlii'v say in spuiiking of Lincoln, a nelf-miwlo man, who frmn being an ooscnrp lawyer 
iu Illinois, became a representative of his country, then President of the Union, i. e., su- 
preme chief of the executive power of the most powertnl repnblio of the world ; and once 
upon t)iU snmmit, in the mi<lst of tiie most formidable dancrers, lofing neither his coolness 
nor his foresight, nor his respect for legal restraints — perserving in spite of all attacks his 
stoical good temper and his resolote philanthropy — carrying on a desperate war upon an 
innne)i><.? scili- iii provising armies provided with incxhauFt.ible reiioatcei<. and conni iii K d 
by generals whoso names arc now among the greatest in the world. What a sight, uvea 
though death has by » ftlon's hand added to it its sting 1 



[From Am Biede of Tuesday, Dscemher 19, 186ft— Dsmocratio.] 

[Trauslation.] 

Another difconrse was not leas impatiently looked for than that of tho King of Belelura — 
wo mean the mostsMge of the President of tho United States. This document is usually very 
long. We hasten to the part of it vhldi interests ns the most— that relating to foreign 
afiuirs. 

After referring to tlie good state (>f the relation'^ subsifting Ipctwtfcn the American gov- 
erunient and other powers, the message declares that since its founilation tlio republic of 
the 1 Kited htites bus niaile it a rule not to interfere in the revolntit)ns of which Europe 
wus the (ht atr.;, and to fuUow tlie advice of W;i,-<hington, to commend the republic only 
by the ciircful preservation and wise use of its benefits." By their own modemlion the 
TJiiito! St itcs have a right to exj>ect that we should respond by a similar moderation. They 
will not tleviate from the path which they have followed, un'ess they are forced to do so 
by the aggression of Rnropean powers. They count upon the wisdom and ju^iii-o of these 
jiowiMx to if-;{u'ct th>' syi*t<'m of non-intervention, wliirh dniiiig ho iMriir a p<'tiod was sanc- 
tioned by time, and which, owing to its happy results, was approved on both continents. 

This reciprocity, in truth, oonstitnted the entire Monroe doctrine. 

There is a passage in this ynxrt of the message which we will take pains to ilhistratc. It is 
that in which President Johnson — using a language wliich no ono will think exaggera- 
ted — praises the results of American institutions : 

" lit io is tlie great land of free labor, where intln-try i.<; lilt -je, d with nncxnmpled ^c^^-nrd.s, 
and tho bread of tho workingman is sweetened by tho consciousness that the cause of the 
country is his own cause, his own tofety, his own dignity. Here every one enjoys the free 
UfO of hi- f.K-uIties, and the choice of activity r.s a natuml right. Hero, undt-r the cnm- 
hiuod iullucuco of a fruitful soil, genial climes, and happy ins^titutions, population bos in- 
creased fifteen-fold within a century. Here, throogh the easy dcvcloi)ment of boundless 
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refiourct's, wealth has increased with iwo-fold greater mpiility tinui uumbera, go that trt 
bavA heccme secure a^inst the financial viciMitades of other counttioa, sad alik* in busi- 
ness and in Opinion arc si'lf-centrt-d aiul tnily in<ic'p< iidcnt. Hero more and mf>r«' care U 
given to provide education for every one t>oru on our soil. Here religion, ic liirved from 
political ooonexloa with the dvU government, rufosee to 8ul>8erve the craft of titutcsaien, 
ari'l Ix'comcs in itaindepenitcuce the spiiitr. i! lif" - I'f the pwple. Herf toleratitm is cxtcu<l?^J 
to every opinion, in the quiet certainty thai truth needi} only a fair field to secure the 
vietory. Here the hnman mind goes forth unshackled in the pnnmit of ecienoe, to collect 
stor.'s of knowledj^e, an<l acipiire an ever-inoreasin}; mnstery over the forces of nature. 
Xlcre the national domain lA olifercd and held in miiiiona of separate freeholds, eo that our 
fellow-citfasens, beyond the oocupanta of any other part of the earth, consUtate, In reality, 
a i'»-o[ili'. Here exists the dem>'< rati? form of irovfrnnuist. atid that form of poveriiiueiit, 
by tin confet^-^ion of Kiuopean btatetiuien, gives a power of whicli no other foroi is capable, 
because it incorporates every man with the state, and arouses 'everything that belongs to 
the Poul." 

^. Why tiliould we be astonished if the Ameriuin people be faithful to their institutioiii; 
and declare themselves willing to make every sacrifice to nudntein themf This sentiment 
ha!i uu uv>u\ uf th'j ti.ini.- of ;(ny tn.iii; it is known ^roQghout all tluM, sod is eveiywhere 
called by the same word, patriotism. 



[From the i:(K>que, 19th December, 1865— liberal.] 

The mcsRUK^" of rrcsideut Johnson to the Congre^* of tlic United States is to-day entirely 
known. Notwithstandlnga tiamilation hastily made, and in cvrtuin {^Kirtt; confiu^od. as 
ilt «i"n. til'- Ilavajj agency has < hhMmI Fr iiHcti) itMiland to c iii.-i'lri this long di?^K<'rtation. 
iu which the bucccjvsor of Abruliaixi Lmt<»lu proof of the hiKbc-t ijualitiea of tlic htate^- 

xuun, and the grandest virtues of the citizen. If we may judge hy what we liave felt is j 
leading this dix luiu-nt. gf it must have btt-u the emotion of tlic infmlvrs of Congrcfa s9- 
st'tnhlrd for tht: liist tiiut; hiiice the end of the rel»ellion, when tli> y heard the wordti of the I 
President. There are, indeed, ideas which can only be bom and strengthened in certaio 
laudH, where libeity, so to speak, f( rnis a part of the common air, and the members of Con- 
greiui mubt have been justly proud at the thought tbat they lived in a medium so privileged. 

What is especially striking in the message of Mr. Johnson is the contrast between the 
Prt pl lent, as hc appears to U9, and the man of whom m repulsive a portrait was hnt 
recently drawn bj^ certain slieets. We were shown a sort of denuigogue, thirsting tor sl>< 
solute power, eager fbr vengeance, ready to |>1nnge his country into all adventures ; and 
now we eee a eili/.n hearinir, withotit seeiniiigto l)end l)eneath, the weii^ht, the Imrden of 
a fearful respoDbibiiity, haviog accepted resolutely the heritage of Abraham Lincoln, ami 
coming fredy before the representatives of a free people to render an account of his stew- 
ardship. 

Ue has but one ruling thought, which may seem strange in Europe, after having in 1^ 
than one year restored the Union, reduced the war estimates firom five hundred and rfxteen 

niillionB of dolliirs to thirty-three million?;, ditnini'^hcd in an equivalent prop<i[tiou the 
navy estimates, provided for the extinguishment iu thirty years of the public debt, amounV 
, ing to $2,740,854,754^ taken measures to withdraw rapidly from drcnlation the paper 
money ; in one word, after having rendered immense services to tlK« republic, he thinks I'f 
bat one thiug — to show that the honor of all these reforms is due to the law, which he has 
always respected. 

The law and the Constitution: lliere is the proper, the just, the sovereign rcmefJy. 
Four days before the opening of Congreits, Mr. Johnson had restored almost everywhere the 
Aoflsoi coTfwa ; and yet, as stated by a New York jourtial, one would scarcely have imag- 
ined th.it til is guarantee was suspended. But it was still too much to have in po«is<*iiion 
an arbitrary iustrument, even when no use was made of it, for Mr. Johnson thinlis with 
the journal already quoted, a free govenuuMit is not defined by saying it is one which 
commits no act of tyranny. To complete the definition, it mtut be added that it is ons 
under which tyranny is impossible." 

Tiie presidential message comprises three principal points of great interest for ns. TbeM 
treat of the reconstruction of the south, of the negro question, and of the foreign questlocu 

In the first of these que^tiuus Mr. Johnson maintains that those istates included anim? 
the States tbat entered into secession were not in fact in rebellion as Stati'S. as, from ihc 
very first, the acts of secession of tiie .■>tutei had been by the terms of the Constitution ds* 
clared null and void. They should hence be considered ;w acts enpairifjL,' only t!i-- I'^non- 
slbllitj of the individuaht who hod committed them. This theory, wiiich ukes up and rt>- 
Bolves one of the most important qocstioos of Amerlean oonstltutionsl Uw, expUns mhj. 
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as a bkilful politician, Mr. JobnisoD bus not wbhc-d to subject longer to the military rule 
the ItiBtirgent portlont of the United States. 

Ad riiiiiiiij: to him, tlie military j.'dvcrnnit-ntiJ ostaM5i*hfd In the St:ito« ronhl only inrrf*i!W* 
tbe diiicuutcut of former rebels, dividti the people into conquerors aod couquuretl, create a 
fatal precedent, be a flonroe of rnlnood expense to the Unkni, and, finally, arrest eiBij|n«tioD 
towards the south, upon wliiclj the I'rt nt greatly relies to heal thi- ^^ounda of < ivi! war ; 
** for," says be, perhaps doiug too much honor, " what emigrant from abroad, wbatiu- 
dnstriotts dtiaen at home, would place himself wilUnglj tinder military nde V* 

He hivs, therefore, .-KU^'lit to rcurgnni/A! the Stiitrsdii a cotii*titnti«>nal Ijasis, cansinff them 
to enjoy at once and anew tbe benetits assured by tbe Union, tie recogniaee that this pol- 
icy is not without danger, as it implies the acquiescence of the States conoemed, and the 
tiikioK of a III w oath uf ullr^^iancc to the I'tiion on the part of ttl0i^e States ; bnt between 
two evils be bas chosen that wbicb may spriug from tbe generasity of tbe conqueror. Ho 
expects, however, that t£e States shall give a i>U>()K'e to the Union In oonsenting to ratify 
the {noject of amendment to the Con>titiiti"ii, uhi' h jirovi'I< > for th-- final abolition of 
slavery. Ue makes it known that tbe past can only be forgotten at that price. 

The part of the metxuif^e relative to the relations to be efttabltsbed between the freed 
blacks and the central povernment Ik not inspired by 1- k.h h^atrat ity and le^s reK|H'ct for law. 
If by bis words Mr. Johnson bas indeed shown that be was favorable to tbe project of 
making; electors of the frecdmen, he has not been witling to violate the Constitution, and coo- 
cetle, by a i.resi'k'utial act, the elector»d r'^iht to men cif color. Tlie Coiihtilution prer-i ril es 
tliat eacli btate shall be the sovereign dit^penser of its ri^'ht^ of suffrage ; and it is only little 
by little, it roust be remembered, that univetaal sufTra^^e has become ahnoit the general 
rule. It I'elon;,'.-!, therefore, to each State, accordin;^ to him, to resolve this question : and 
lie hopes that this motiiod will bacitea the period of equality more than the intervention of 
tbe central ^'overnment would do. 

On tiiis point, while rendering justice to the motives which have dictated the words of 
thrt Pre i-leiit, and while approving bin scruples, we cannot btit form a wish. We hope that 
Coni;rer.H, ull-powerlul in this mutter, should do what the I'ret;i<lent has done well in not 
Imposing. Two means, entirely constitutional, pret^ent themnelveH. in fact, for the attain- 
ment of the propn,f<d end. Int. t'onj^refis cim amend the ( "ot slitution, and without occu- 
pj iu4 iibelf Willi the organic laws of each Stile, can <it.Llatc by a vote, tliat no State Ciin 
introduce into its laws dintinctionH biuiod on race and color. 2d. It can refuse admlsrion 
(undt.T article four of the Constitution, which obligen the States to have a republican form 
of gcvernnientj to the senators and representatives ot tlu>se State's which shall not, in their 
new Constitutions, have recogni^A^l the eiiuality of the races ; for if, in former times, the 
word " rep iMi h is been oottpled with the word "alaveryi" this monstrous confauon of 
terms is initios.^ibl^ to-day. 

After the ex po66 of the domestic f^ituatlon which we have been only able briefly to re- 
view, Mr. Johnson pns-ie;^ to tin- fureiirn question, and it is somewhat surpti-xin;; to «ec him, 
by a trait of humor jx-culiar to the genius of Aiuericaa politicians, coninience by congrat- 
oiatlng himself Upon the friendly relationii entertained between th*' Itiit'd States and tbe 
emperor of China. After the Stju of Heaven came tlie Cxjir and the I'.rMperor of IUar.il. 
These are friends. As to England, tbe metisage dues not conceal tiie fact that in recog- 
nizing tbe insurgents as belligerents, in fnmishiug to the rebellion vessels constructed in 
Eutrlish porte, niannetl by Kni^lish ; '*p. -n, sho hn^ u'iv ii ocevsion for soriotis complaints, 
further aggravated by bur refubal to bubinit this qucbtion to iutcriiatioual arbitration. Tbe * 
government of Washington, however, is not in pursuit of pecuniary reparation. It wishes 
to have disnused by a tribunal <jf i: iti ii^ the ^'rave <piestion«of the ri'.:ht?( of netttmlfi. Tbe 
message, however, does not counsel to Congress any demand for satisfaction ; it limits it- 
self to warning Enp^land that in future " the fUendship between the two nations must re- 
poso u|>on the ba«is of mutual justice." 

If tbe English journals have appeared satisfied with this part of tbe message, as the semi- ' 
official journals declare themselves no less delighted with the reserve of Mr. Johnson, in 
what concerns France and M<:\ieo, w e are less disposed, for our own part, to such rejoicinc^. 

The message for any one who can read is a declaration very clear, very Urm, although 
very moderate, of the will of the government of the United States to maintain its tnidi- 
tionil policy — in other words, to sustain the Muuroi doctrine Tlie tiaiislation ^iven by 
the Uavas agency contains in this part a mistake so much the more to be regretted, as it 
is of a nature to prevent the public opinion from being ri^h tly informed. Thus this agency 
makes the President say that he would rejranl it as a calamity for the pe.ace of the world 

that uny European i>ower should throw tbe glove to the American people, as if for the 
defence of republicanism against foroign intervention,'* which signifies nothing at all *, 
while the text reads, "should any European power challenire the Americ.iu jtcop'e, as it 
were, to the defence of republicaidam against forei)];n interference." The formal reserves 
made by President Johnson take from this declaration little of ite gravity. 
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T1iK-< is not 111!' langua<?e of a man who Anshcs to Batiffy rnnconi, and aclileve an easy 
popularity by Iktteriag the bad iosUocto of uatioual VAuity. It i« the grave aod reiierTcd 
utterance of the most authorltatlTe repreRentathre of a people wlio wivh not to embroil them- 
selvea li»H;<lleiN'<ly, but who arc resolved not to sou comjjromiHicd in any ( a> •, a lil>oityfO 
well oon^ueied, bo dearly preserved, and to which it owea.ita happiue^a and btreogtb. 

^ H. PSNABD. 



\Wtom Um Gaaotto de Fiaoce, December 21— Legltlmlit.] 

[TrHiBl«tion.] 

The menage of hresfdeat Johnson begins «!th these words : My first 6ntf Is to ex* 
pre--:, in the name of the people, my gratitode to God for the pr e eo r ra tion of Um United 

This is ft public prayer. It Is n profession of religtons faith In the power of God over 

avrthly tjihifjfl. Atheists, frec-lhlnkers, and doctriiirurcs of moral in lepcndt-n <^ ni.iy Fay 
what they will on the usefulness oi the people ackiiuwkdKing a Supreme Buiiig, jiMt and 
good. Tliifl public aolcnowled^ent by the head of a great people Is of « nature to make 
a vivid inii>ri'?->it'n (<\\ tlic niiiid of tho-e to whom it h addr«'-.sfd. d(fi[ ite tin ir r.ii!Ierir<. 
There is uu more iaipu«ing f^pcctaclc than that of a sovereign bowiag before the Majesty of 
God in the name of the entire people. 

The cliic'f of the n piihlic cf the Tuit- d States did not believe himself guilty of a childish 
credulity in 8i>eaking as he di<l. On the contrary, he was convinced tliat he showed proofs 
of manlinem of spirit in referring to the ** intervention of Providence in hunuui al^rs." 
Th.kt wliii li his fn-ipifiitly misl'-l Kurope in tiir prcdiofii)ris which she has formed of Amer- 
icau utfuirs is, that in order to jud^e of the progress ut events, she does not talie into SO" 
ooant the reli^ous sentiment whiuh animates the American people. 

It wim for this rciison that ao nmny in !'i nice believed that the reaction ftfrainst the 
conquered would be followed up with an implacable and bloody spirit, and that liberty 
would succumb in the infinite calamity of dvil w:ir. The Americans powesfr passions more 
Intenhe. jni haps, th;ui ours, lint tlioy are certaiidy of a ditTerent kind 

In Kurope, the first movement of states, after a similar crisis, liad been to constituts 
what is called a Rtronc^ power, to surround it with all suitable material means to render it 
formidable, t. i tili!.-. In the United States, the tirt*t duty of th« head of the repuldic, who 
is called to the liend of affairs by an odious asstssioatioB, was to reduce all the apparte* 
nances of material force to their fiiraplci^t exproi^-sion, to re-e8t*»bliflh the universal laws of 
liberty, to cause to disappear every symbol which would recall the existence of arbitmry 
rule in the minds of tht- jieoplo. What the Pn sidetil fears above all is, tfiat tho princlplei 
of liberty, upon winch tlie CotiHtitntion rests, bo ujidermiued in the future. He Vtihemeutly 
recalls to Tuind the fdrewcll which the Fatlier of his Country ^'ave to the people of tlis 
United .States, when he was 5'et I'rci^i.lt iit. *' the free Constitution, which wm tlie one work 
of the natii>ii, must be maintaincil iuvifjinte and Siicred." lie s;iw in tiie maintenauce of 
a sttonp aiiny danger ; he reduces it to 5a.(H)0 men. "Military governments," he SSys, 
" estal'lished for an indi titiite ju ri'xl. would have olTered nosecurity for tin; early suppres- 
sion of discontent ; woidd have divided the people into vanquishers and the vanquibliod, 
*aud w l id have envenomed hatred, rather than restored affoetion. Once establiahed, BO 
precise limit to their C 'lifitiuarice was conceivable." 

"The wilful u^e of sm li iniwus, if continued through a period of yearn, would have Stt* 
dangered the juu ity of tie- i:> iieial adn)ini>tiation aod the liberties of the States which re* 
mained loyal. 15"-iilcs, tiie iv>li(y of inilitaty rule over a conquered territory wouM bSVS 
implied that the iStates whose inhabitant's m ly h ivi* Uikeu [art iu the rebeilioa ha i, by 
the act of those infaabltanto ceased to exist. ' ' 

" But if any State ne^^lects or ri ("u^t-s to p-tfirni its < ffi. es, there is the more need that 
the general g<>veromeut should maintain all it.s authoiity, and, as soon as practicable, re* 
sume the eserviiie of all its functions, On this principle I have acted, and have gradiially 
and q'.iit ti v, ;ni 1 In ;i!inost imperceptible steps, jK)ught to xcstoro the rightful energy oftbis 
general goverumeut au<l of the States." • 

We see the President fears but one thing : It Is, that the dvlc life be weakened, thattbs 
mind of the pi nph;, under the inllueiice of ex' i -s of confidence caused by victories, shoold 
assi^^n to ihc army a power which does not belong to it in a free country. 

To reanimate the civic virtues and the enei^ of local governments, such is the work 
vhieli tlie Presidi nt o'' the T'nited Slates assumes. And he [irrsenU this noble underbikina:, 
very iijituiidly, as the only means to revive prosperity in the republic. Ue believes in the 
eitii n( y of liberty as a safeguard to order In a nation of freemen, just as he believes In God 
and Che iuterpoettion of l*roridenoe in bnman affairs. * 
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Thfg In thestrikinc; chamcter of tbts document, and ft fs moat remarlcable in that re- 

ppt'ct. Now, inMoe<l, when the tla-oiyof ti'^Vtt as the ba.sis of onliT nixl prti^reKs iirc in such 
fnvor, it is intereatiog t<> reflect upon Uu« nolile defence uf tiie contmry th<ury, au<l tucare- 
fully notice that tbe«« ^re not mere words, but that it is a man struK^'IiuK with real fartR, 
and in the face of one of tlit' st foi iniil ihli; of political and tOcial crlKeH, who K»yi< that 
lil'crty is the bobt foiindatiun for order, and assserto tliat wh«a states low that faith it is 
the duty of their chielii to try to revive their euergiea. 

GUSTAYE JANICOT. 



[From Le Monde, I>Gceul>er 19, 1865. — Ultramontane.] 

rreviflt iit Johnson ha>i hi iti tl r.t li-niith the (ionio>tic qutNtlun of the Uiiit^.-fl S{;.(i h. The 
three (leiious pointti of tLi.-< qiu'Stiua urc, the beccdiug btatcs— the negroes^ the liuances. 
The Recerlinir or rettel States have been received to pardon. It Reenis even that the inten- 
tu.ris i.f tl:<- Pri'sidenf w> ri: frieniiiy In his inesHaj^e he allowH the partibans of tiji- >otitli 
to rc-tuter the Ui<ion, with all tiicir rights ; he details the inconveniences uf perpetual 
milittiry rule in a certain number of Btates ; he prefers, in replacing these States under tbn 
Jaw, to ojien the door to enruration. iiml thus to ^nh»titute fiUictM^ively free lab-.r fur slavo 
lab«>r. Tliis passage of the wess tge is a seductive appeiU to cini^ra'ion towards the soulb- 
prn States. It is to be refirretted that in practice the southern {tcoplc have not lx>en treati d 
so well as in words; the representatives of these stales have uotl>een adiuitlcd toCungle^s. • 
Tiie division which the Pre^i lent desires to obliterate by the exercise of hissovetci'^-u ri^jht 
of pardon exbts in it« entirety. Mr. Johnson may talk in vain of the Auicricaufi Icing 
bn-thers ; they are divided into conquerors and conquereil. 

The blacks, on their side, are the ol'jrct of the philanthropic theories of the Pioideut — . 
theorie>< which have scarcely any echoes in reality. Wc can hardly rero>;ni/.e iu thohe fain< 
ished ganK«, wandering ou the hiphways— in thoro h»)u.selc.s.s beggars whom our corrt-spund* 
ents de.s< tibe— free citizens of fn e America. Une is led to doubt whetlier Ihedreuirj of Mr. 
JohntHJU will ever be realized, wlion we .see the contenii^l in which these proud n-[)Ul)Iicans 
bold the Afriain race. Free laV)or is not or^anizt'd ; empirical or ra«lical pnjet Lh gain 
favor — such as the expul^ion of the bhickj*, their coloniavtion, Ac The President is evi- 
dently iiisquieted by this (juestion. It may be the cause of painful troubles ; it may, by 
leqniring severe measures, take from the United States a portion of their pidlaDthropic 
prestiu^t- In c<innexiM!i with this quest i- m , the IVi sidcut makes an a<hnissii>n wliicli is 
COidiruied by a remark ni;ule by him in ppcaking of the tiuauccs. The noutlmu htatei 
Were, uDder the old arrangements, clos<d to northen emigrants: free labor fuuiid no liccesa 
thefe — oomroeicial trans »i tions were greatly hampered. The northern States louj; bef >ro 
the war COVete«l tliet-c ricii conntricH ; they witched to farm lia ni, as it were, for tht; Itenelit 
of their industrial properties ; tliey intended to proiit by that wealth, both to increase their 
revenues and to iritTe;ise their maik'-ts Slavf ry haij been the tlag that covered tlii.- tratfic. 

We niil resume, in passing, the tiuancial bituatiou of tlie Uuite<i States — a debt uf two 
millions and a half of dollars (i2,500.000,000fr.,) regular taxes; an organisation of the 
debt so as to pay it in 30 years; a priu:uient army of Sf.OOO men, of whom y2,(M 0 form 
a rehcrve ; a tieet greatly increatk'd ; iui|x>rtaQt naval constiuctious ; a^Nirt of their toititory 
held as unsafe — a part of the population deprived of its franchises and public charges — this • 
is the gen<-t mI a-ptct. In what, h,'t ns ask, is thi.s situation an enviable one ? It is not 
lilte our old cumuiuniiice ; still less is it tree America. Debts, taxes, army priviUge, in- 
ternal diMefialons : in spite of the cheerfdl tone of the President, there Is more than one 
cloud u;i<tn the starry In avm that forms the 1 -inntT of the Union. 

The President has bi ought tlte same tuuu of moderatiuu to the treatment uf the foreign 
question. 

Tl.i- (]ni stlon has two objectives — England and France — t. e. the rccoi:nitinn of the bfl- 
iigeit uts and tlie .Mcxiciiu expedition. On this lust point the President siiys little— hO little 
that it is (li> iuiciing. 'ilic generalities which he expresses are, in our opinion, an evident' 
proof that theie is something gi.ing on at W'a-hiiigton or Paris relative to tlir Me.\iciiu 
question. One does not speak so brtetly of an expedition wliicli operates at your very door. 
Contrary to your proclaimed print. ip:<-s, unless there is something under the cards which it 
is desiral)le to hide. 

The Fiesideut is more explicit in regard to England, without i>eing more threatening. 
Heaflects a btill calmer tone, if potssible, and contents hlm«elf with a sort of statement of 
facts. These facts, it is true, conbtitute, according to the iiiti rprctation of .Mr. Johnson, a 
violation of neutrality. England, it is also true, lias rcfu^ed to bring them l>efore an inter- 
national commission. The President regrets this, but he does not hence conclude that good 
reUtions should cease bet weea the two powers. For the rest^ lias Mr. Johusonagood right 

51 D c •* 
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to deinarxl tn-day ihr r\s'-i 'r^l)lir)<: of an intenwtlornl coinmissiDn to conrider qnestions of 
tilts law ol' ijiiiion«, wljcii tUe Luitcd btutu« have alwHyis hitbertu claimed to bold them- 
selves aloof from what Europe was doing in that sense > If our memory fs exact, such waa 
their attitude at the time of tbe coitgr<M of Paris, when the rlgUs of neutrals were reg- 
ulated. 

The resume of the exposition of the foreign attitude of the United States seems to us to 

be this- « 
Tbe buur of actiuu has not arrived. 

H. VRIONAULT. 



Mr, Bigelaw to Mr. Seward, 

No. 235.] LEaATioN of thr Unitbd Statbs, 

Parit, January 5, 1866. 

Sir: I have received your instruction, No. 331, in relation to the levying 
of troop.s in Egypt to re-enforre the French army in Mexico. 1 invit' <1 tlie 
attniti'Mi of Mr. Dronyn dv Lhuys, ye!4ter(hiy, to the reports circulatini^ in 
American papers iu regard to the hiuding of large numbers of troops at W^ra 
Gmz, and asked if the policy of the government had undergone any change, 
einc«* niy hist coiiver.^ation upon that subject* in connexion with the k vy 
of Egyptians. He n plied that it had nf»t, po far aa he wa.-^ aware; that he 
believed the French f«)rce in ^lexico had bi t n undergoing a reduction, rather 
than an increase; but to make himself entirely sure upon the point, he would 
again make inquiries at tbe war office* and let me know their result as soon as 
possible. In reply to another question of mine, he said that the governuu nt 
had no intention to take KgyjHian troojit^ to ISIi-xico, bnt that it adhi red en!ir»'ly 
to the policy ln r( tot'ni e anii(iunc< d to iin> on that subject. On receiving this 
assurance, I did not think it my duty to read to him the iustrucliou to our 
consul general at Alexandria* which accompanied your despatch. 

X am* sir, with great respect* your very obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Skward, » 
Secretary of State, 



Mr. Bigdow to Mr. St irarJ. 

No. 840»1 Lboation of tiii: United States. 

r<tris, January 11, 1800. 

SlK: I enclose a memorandum, received last evening from Mr. Drouyn do 
Lhuys* in pursuance of a promise which I have already reported to you. I 
called upon his excellency this afternoon for the purpose of getting clearer Ideas 
upon some of its points, that no time should be lost by the two governments in 
eecnring an available l>asis of negotiation. 

I re.id over to him the memorandum aloud, aud as I proceeded, remarked that 
I presumed iny government would not deny to France the sovereign right of 
making war, which* <^ course, belonged to all governments; that France would 
be singularly fortunate if the end f(»r which she went to Mexico should be fully 
realized, for it alwavr^ took two parties to make a war, and one must be in the 
wrong; and history had preserved the record of few wars in which either 
belligerent attained folly the end for which it took up arms. I asked him if 
he could give ine an idea of the "guarantees** which he hoped to obtain from 
!Mexico. He said they did not, of course, expect to get the money owing 
them, but they ho|)ed for something which they might regard as an equivalent. 
That, however, was a matter of uegotiatiou betweeu them aud Mexico. Bat 
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he could not very well talk with me about tbosc guarantees now, for they must 
depend upon the rcBnlt of pending negotiations in Mexico, and wen- liable to 
bi- difTcrcnt fiom anything they might now be able to t^nggcft. I ilu n a.skcd 
what form hi.-* ( xcoll* lu v firopo.xcd that tho "a:^.-»urance8" he asked from the 
cnbinft at Washington sliould take. Ue replied that he had aa yet g^'cu uo 
thought to that*BabjecL 

I remarked that it seemed to me desirable, for obvious reasons, that our 
governinenfs should appear to act as independently of eacli other as possible in 
this matter ; that France could hardly enter with dif^nity into a formal cov enant 
with lid to make her retirement from Mexico depend upon our forbearance, 
neither could we covenant not to intervene without implying a di.-^position on our 
part to intervene but for Sttch a covenant. 1 exj»ressed a dtmbt, therefore, 
whether a formal covrii«nt was coiii^iHtent with the dignify ot « iilier nation, but 
I HUgge.>ited that it would tloubtlet^.s be perfectly agreeable to the Secretary of 
State at Washington to restate iu a det^patch to mc tlie policy of non-interven- 
tion in the internal affairs of other independent states which we bare hitherto 
pur!«ued, and to which it is our purpose to adhere, in terms that would be per- 
fectly pati.-jfactory to tlie Emperor. A copy of such an opinion in his hands, I 
said, would poseess all oi' the advautagcb and none of the disadvantages of a 
formal treaty. 

I also expressed my belief that yon would have no objection to make such 
a communication if it promised to favor an earljr and friendly solution of the 

questions pen«ling between us, 

Mr. Drouyn de Llnivs thought "well of flii;< sucjgestion; said he saw no need 
of a treaty; he preferred the separate and independent action of the governments, 
and he would be prepared, he said, in conformity with that policy, to show me 
hen I could give him the assurance spoken of — the results of negotiations with 
Maxinii'iaii which were already going on quite independently of that a9.<;urance. 
1 was ^lad to hear from hi.s mouth this fact, jjlanced a' in his memoratidiim. for 
it satished me that notice has already gone forward ta Max.milian, probably by 
Mr. Hidalgo, that he must prepare to dispense with the French flag avant peu. 

I t hen asked whether it wonld not be possible in some way to arrest the useless 
and demoralizing warfare that was carried on in Mexico between Ma.xiinilian 
and flic .Juaiisjs, at b-ust while these negotiations were going on, that, is, while 
the 1' rcnch occupation tihould last. He said he wi.-jhed there was; that the atro- 
cities practiced there were really too dreadful to speak of, but he did not know 
that he could do anything to discourage them, ana asked if I had anything to 
puggest, 1 paid, I supposed that if the Juarists were sure that the French were 
intejiding to leave Mexico withiii a time which seemed reasonable to tlieni, and 
that they would then have a fair chance of trying couclu.sious with Maximilian's 
party, they would be willing to leave him undisturbed, if undisturbed by him; 
and tliat if France or Maximiliaii bad any indirect means of coming to Sttch an 
understanding with Ji^ez, it might render the situation less embamssing to all 
parti' s. 

His excellency replied that he would be very glad if that were practicable, as 
it would enable them to leave the country so much the sooner; but tbcy had no 

means of communicating with Juarez, and lie asked me if I could suggest any 
mode of accomplishing what I proposed. I replied that we had relations, as he 
waa aware, with .S» n r Il<imero, and anything that he would authorize me to snv 
we should be vao&i happy to say, of course, that would have a tendency to termi- 
nate this brutalizing strife. 

His e\c( llency promised to speak of thif>, and also of the form of the "assnr- 
ance" which we had been discussing, to the Kmpeior. 

I then asked bis excellency if lie had heard of Santa Anna's project s, of 
w Inch 1 wrote you in ray private note of the 8th instant. He seemed to be fully 
infoTmcd*npon the subject 
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M7 object in ihi» conyersatioii witb Mr. Dronyn do Lhnys, as I havo rAvrndy 
stated, was to 1oj?o tio time in j^cttin^r "^r two govenimeiit? to a point wltcre ihoy 
can begin to act in concei t. How lar 1 have Hucceedcd 1 cau better judge when 
I gball receive your reply to this account of it. 

r # remain} sir, with great re^ptct, yotir yexy obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELO W. 

.Hon. WiLUAM H. SswABDk SfC, 



[Trantlatiou. — Metnoran<liim } 

The Washington cabinet recognizes the right which we have, like any sorereign uatioDf 
to make war on Mexico. On nur side we d««ire to otwerve the pi iuciple of non-interventloii. 

l). it s not the approximating of the.«ie two points off-T the l>i*f<irtt)f a common umlerstrtiidiug f 
To make war is not only to overthrow tortiftaitionH, and kill a certiiiu number of men; 
it is c»{)cc-ialiy to assure a right infringed upon, the vindication of which has rendertMl 
ncccKKary the employment of arms. Until this end is fully attaiiicil, the mean^ of execu- 
tion intident to •war remain legitimate. In Mexico we hope to obtain before K>ng the guar- 
antees which wc liave sought, and which are to complete our final arrangemeuUs with the 
emperor Maximilian. At that moment the mi^^ion of our troops will be accomplished, and 
they can return to France. I write in this sense to Mexico, l>y or.li r of tlie I'^mperor. 

This will then be a case for the application of tlie piiuciplc of non-intervention. Wo 
will conform our conduct to it, and we are confident that the people of the United States 
>vh<» invoke thi.s principle will respect it tliemselve*'. bv ol'Mrving towanls Mexico a i^crupu- 
luus ueuuidity. When we .-^hivll have received from the vabiitet of Washington this ut^bur- 
ancOt we will be able to make known to them, io our turn, the lesalt of oor final negotia- 
tioDS with the empire of Mexico. 



Mr. Hunter to Mr. Bigdnw. 

No. 369.] Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

Wathingtmh January 15, 1866. 
•SiB: Tour despatch of the 29th ultimo, No. 233, relating tlw? Rubstnnce of 

conversation reported to liuve tyikcn place between McssrH. Forcade atifl Ot-r- 
ini<^ny upon the ^^nbject of the purposes of the J'^nijieror in rcfjard to the pro- 
vieiou to bo made k)r the paymeut of the 5I,oxicau bouds, should lie conclude to 
withdraw his army from Mexico, has been received, and I have, in reply, to 
thank yon for the information. 

I am, sir, yonr obedient servant* 

W. HUNTEil, Acting Secretary. 



Mr. Bigelow to Mr. Seward. 

( LBatnol] 

No. 248.J Lboation op thr TTnitbd Statbs, 

Pari*, January S5, 1866. 

Sir : The legislative chambers were opened by the Emperor on the 22d in* 
Htant, with the u'lml ceremonies. Tlie Prince Imperial, for the firf<t time, as- 
serted his hierarchical rank, by taking the Beat on the right of the throne, the 
Prince Napoleon placing himself on the left. 

A cop\ of the impenal speech is enclosed. Tlie relations of France with 
tho United States proved on this occa.«ion a more fertile topic to his M ijesty 
thau on corresponding occaeions heretofore. His language betrays hisahigh ap- 
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preciation of the value of our friendship, and a purpose henceforth to cultivate 
it aSBidaoualjr. He says all that he could be expected to say about Mexico ia 
the present state of his infonnation. Besistance to the spread of the An-^lo* 
Saxon rrxro appears to have lo^t a ])ortioT» of importance in his eyes, and the 
w<»rld is (^i^;tillct1y notified that Maximili ui nui?t expect Boon to rely upi»n his 
own resources if be lemaiua in Mexico. The Emperor wisely left the time tor 
withdrawing his army from that republic undefined. He is, therefore, at libt i ty 
to retire as soon as he ph-a.-* s. Probably no part of the discourse gave snch 
frcH'T tl ' ifisfaction a.-^ tli.it which In-hl out Ijopen of an early release of France 
from her Mexican eiit.iiigh;ment. Tlie presrf of the metropolis reflects this feeling 
with jjingular unanimity. I enclose a few of the journals which are uot habit- 
nally received at the State Department, containing articles of more or less sig- 
niiicance upon this subject. In condtision, let me say that the lanp^uage of the 
Emp<'ror, and the reception it has met with from bin p<'ople, have left no doubt 
upon my mind of his iuteutiou to wash his hands of Mexico as soon as he pos- 
sibly can. ***♦»♦♦ 
I remain, sir, with '^reat rci^pect, your very obedient servant, 

JOUN BI6EL0W. . 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 4^., ^ 



The Mdr^itii de Montkciom to Mr* Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Legation of Fbancb to thb United 6tatb$, 

Waskin/^iOH, January 29, 1866. 

Sir : I have the happiness to hear of the return of your excellency to Wash- 

inj^ton at the very raom'Mit when I am in receipt of the note whicli Mr. Dronyn 
de Lhny!4 addresses to me, in answer to yours of the 6tU December last, after hav- 
ing taken the orders of the Emperor iu respect thereof. I hasten, Mr. Secre- 
tary of State, to place in the liauds of jonx excellency the answer of Mr. 
Dronyn de Lhuys, praying yon to be so good as to lay it before his ezcellencjr 
the President, Mr. Johnson. 
Accept, Mr. Secretary of State, the assurances of my high consideration. 

MONTUOLON. 

Hon. William H. Sbward» 

Secretary of State, ^ 



Mr, IhrouifH de Lhuyt to ih« Marjm MoathaUn, 
[Translation.] 

Ko. 2.] DspAmiMKNT OV FOBiWll Afraras, Diplomatic Brancu. 

I'arts, Jimmry !>, 1S6C. 

Mr. thk Mai'.qi'h nr. Montiiolon : I have alro.-nly clmrgcfl vitii, by onlcr of the Emperor, 
to make known to llic cabinetof W«8bin;rtiju the views u( his Majfrity's government OD the 
nflf.tir:* of Mexii"). ari'l yi'U h ive, confm m y with my in.st i m t in.f le known to Mr. 
bcwunl tbe dopaich 1 li.ui honor tn write to you under (iat«: of I8th October. Tlie 
Seeretarf of Stat« hius answered that despatch by a cniinmnicatirm which be irns pleased to 
a(I<h-ess to y<*ii on the 6th of December, aod from which I believe it to be my diity bore to 
rei'Tmluce the leading points. 

Acoordio^ to Mr. Seward, the presence of a foreign force in a conntry nelshbofInK to the 
I'niiin could not hut he a source of unrasintss nnd disijuitt. Tlii.s sstiife of lliints draws 
ahtn;; with it on the federal government embarriisKlng outlays, and may lead to cuUiiiiuus. 
At all events, the prlncipiil cause of the ditwatiKraction of the United States is not that there 
Ih in Mexico u forciirn nrniy ; much less th;xt stub army is French. The ra^in* t of Wii>h- 
pgtuu rccognizc^ii in every trovcreign natioa the right tu make war, provided the xxin of tbiji 



^ i^ - -. uy Google 



806 



DIPLOMATIC COIIKESPOKDENCE* 



ripht does not mentce 4be flecurlly imA lefrttlnmte Inflnence of the Union. Bot tb« French 

army li i-^ ir-irn- t'» Mi xitoto ovt rthn.w a u itii>»iiil t< j'liMicin ^overnnif^iit , aii i with the 
avowed aim of foumling on itn ruins a foreigo luonarcbicHl goverDinent. Mr. ncHurd states, 
on thin snlijoct. htm mnch the peopid of the United Stntes are attacfaed to the in8tituti<mft 
thi-v !:avL- ^;ivLri tliemsilvt-s. and. u-pfMinffan) iilt-a of proi'iitf-niillem in f^vor of l!j»>e in- 
stitulioos. be claims for the TuriuuH natioue of the New World the right to secnre tu tbeai- 
w}ven this foiro of urnvemment at thdr convenience. He wonid conrider as ina«linii««lble 
th it KtiropeHU jiowctv Hfumld infLrftTr' in tlns»- cNdnitri- s with {)•.>■ \ uf (Iffitrcviri!; the 
republicuu fonn in order subiititute kingdomit and enipireii. "Having thus frankly de- 
fli;ed onr poeition." adds Mr. 8<*ward. I submit th«» qne^tion to the jn«le»nent of France, 
f-iiK i'irly hoping that nrv:\t nation will find it coinp-vtibK- ifn \ru>- iiitt rcstj;, «!* wfll a_l 

with iU m idghly exalted honor, to abandon the aggressive attitude it h»» Ukeu in Mexico. 

Mr. Seward recaliitfn cloHnp, os a reason for ht« hope of arrfvint? at a happj solution, 
the ancient a(T( ( tion of the United States for Fr.uiti', and the value which oveiy AtuericAQ 
dtisu;n coobtantly Httnrhfd in paist time, and attachert in the future, to our friendship. 

I havo tiot fiiiled to place thix comaiunimtion l>f fore the Km[ieror. After having ma- 
Itirely examined the consider itioos set forth by Mr. s waul, the Kovcmmeut of his Maj'-hty 
TeuMkins convinced that the <liv(T(r' nee of views lietwcea the two cabinets is, above all, tliO 
resnit of an eiror.fous appreciation of our iutmtions. 

Our expedition— upod I say itf — h>id in it nothinc hostile to tlie inetitntiont of the na- 
tions of Th»' N'fw Worl'l, atid tissuredly still l(v.s to tho-c of the Union. France conl ! in.t 
ft>rf.'<-t thut hhv ha>; contiihutrd witli her blood to found then ; and of the nnml>tT of glo- 
riou?i incniorics which the a ricient monarchy h.x^ h« qucathcd to ns, tliere is not one of whicb 
Napoltr<)n I showjd liiniself more proud, and which Napoh'on III can V>e K >-js inclin» d t > re- 
pudiate. If, raon-over, we could have Ik-cu inllueuced by a nuiicvoifnt Ihoiu^ht towaul 
this republic, "wouhl wo have sought in tlie iieginuini; to obtain the eoncnrreiice t)f tht? fed- 
eral '..'overntnent, which hal, ns well as oiirsclvc!;, rt'ilntnutions to wake available? Would 
we hav(; obst-rvetl neutrality in the great ciihis which the Ui itt-d Stale* have pat!«ed th^cjo^h f 
And to-flay would we be diKpofted, as we declare with the urt-ati st frankness, to bat(tt-n. an 
muc h as it will be ^vls^.ibIl• for n-<. the moment for the recall of our tr<)0|>K? Our only aiia 
ha8 biH-n to follow up lilt: &ati^lat'tiuQ8 to which wk hati right, on recurring to coercive 
mensnn after having exhausted all others. It In known how numerous and legitimate 
the claims of l'f<'nch sulijecti> were. It was in preseiice of a series of flagrantly vexatiOlU 
measureii, and of glaring ili'uiaU of justice, that we took up orius. 

The wronff* to the United States were certainly lera nnmerous and lesii important when 
they vereh d- they also — some y»"us-i-... to employ fnrce iigainst Uesico. The French 
army did not carry monarchical ttiuiition.s in the foldti uf it^ tlag. 

The cabinet of Washington Is not ignorant that there were In that country for many 
years a nunilK-r of men of influence, who, rle<pairin>,' of <.ht lining ooh r <>nt of the conditions 
of the then existing rule, nourished the idea of fulhog buck upuu uioniuchy. 1 heir thougbls 
were shared in by ou« of the last presidents of that republic, who even offered to hm his 
poner t - f.ivor the re-e'-tiiMishinent of royalty. 

On witncafiiog the degree of anarchy into wblch the government of Juarez had fsllen, they 
deemed the moment luul arrived to make appeal to the ijpinion of ttie pei iple, tired oat as 
they Wi le w ith the >tate of <li.ssolulion in which their rfsources wt re U iiiLr exliausti d. 

We did r.ot think it a duty to di.scourage thin supreme, effort of a powt-rlui party, the 
origin of which dates long anterior to our expedition ; but fatthfal to the maxims of pub- 
lic ri^^ht whieh we h(>!<1 in e<.nii)ii*n with the United fitftteS, WO declared that qoestlon 
resteti solely on the suffrages of the Mexican pi^ople. « 

The ideaof the government of the Emperor has been, deftned by hfs Mtjestr in person In 
a lettf r addre.'^-e.l to the comniaieier-iii chief of our army after the taWini; of I'uebla. "Our 
object you know," wrote tiie Emperor, " i» not to impose on the Mexic:kns a government 
against their will, nor to make our snooess aid tike triumph of any |mrty whatever. I de« 
sire that Mexico may revive to a new life, and that, soon regenerated by a government 
founded on the national will, on principle-s of order and of progrei^s, on respect for kbe law 
of nations, she may acknowledge by her friendly relations that she owes to France her re- 
pose .iikI her prosperity." 

The Mexican people have Fpoken — the emperor M.iximilian has been called by the will 
of the country. The governnient has appeared to U3 to be of a natme to restore peace to 
the interior and good faith to international relations. We have given it our support. 

We went then to Mexi<M), there to exercise the ri'j;ht of war, which Mr. Skrward fully 
recoiitiize.-i in \u, and not in virtue of any ptinciple of intervention, about which we pruless 
the hunie doctrine the Ulited i^tatrs. We went there not to bring about a monarchical 
pro«clytiBm, but to obtain reparation and {ruarantees whii h we ouw'ht to claim, and we 
mistain the government which is founded on the consent oi the people becniisu we exjject 

fiom it the satisCwtion of our wrongs, as well aa the sactuilies Indispeamble to th« future. 



Digitized by Google 



DIPLOMATIC CORBESPOXDKXCE. . 807 
A« we do not Be«k the Mlisfuetiomof an ezclnfiiTe iDt«reit. nor th« realimiion of an ambl- 

ti>>ns tlrni_:!it, (Mir must >iti'-»Tf wi-h b tO btin? alKiiit, as soon :i.s {xKsililc. tli>* ininiifiit 
when we nhall be able, with ^iihty to Ottr countrymen uuil with dm* le^iMct l r nur»ulvt»i, 
to ri'call what remains in that conntry of the Army oorpe which we have sent there. 

As I havn told yon u». the dc^p^trli to h the rniiiniunirAtion from Mr. St-ward re- 
pliufi, it dtipeudti much un the fctiural {{ovcrtnueut to tacilitatu iu this ruspect tim accom- 
plishment of the desire which he expresnes to us. The doctrine of the United 8t«tes, rest- 
as ours AoeH on the princi|il<> of the tiatioml will. h;L< in it nothin^r iuc»»uipatii'le with 
the uxiHtence of monarchical iuttitutiuns; and I'rfsidetit Johnson in his mc»isiige. hh well 
as Mr. Beward tn his detpatch, repels all thought of proosfraodism, even on the American 
corititi' iit. in favor of r. ]»uti;ic;in infititutions. The cahint f if Washington holds friendly 
reluttous with the court of Uriuil, ami did uut retuiie to form rclaliouii with the Mexican 
empire in 182t. No fundamental maxim— no precedent In the diplomatic history of the 
Union, therefore, creates any necess;iry ant'mouism Initwecu the United States uu 1 the 
form of ((overument which has replaced iu Mexico a power whoise reign was nutliii>K bat 
a continual and systematic violation of its raoMt positive oblipatioos towards other nations. 

Mr. Sew4r<i seems to make a donhle reproacli to the poveinnjent of tlie eiujieror Maxi- 
milian of tite difticultiort it encounters, and of tho aj»ititance it borrows from foreii^u fuvi es, 
but the r>^8i«tancct which It has been obliged to wrestle with have in tbcm nothing espe- 
cial against the form of the iustitutiuus. 

It undergoes the lot quite ordinary to new powers, ami it in, above all, its misfortune to 
have to bear the con^^equeocos of dii>or<]er8 producetl under previous governments, which 
lot is in effect that of those gov.miu -utH which have not found armed competitors and 
have enjoyed in |iearc an uncontetited authority. 

Revolts and intestine wars were, therefore, the normal flondltlon of the conntry, and 
the opt)o«ition made l>y M>mc military chiefs to tho uBtablishmcnt of the em|)ir<! i^t only the 
natural se<|nencn of such habitudes of want of dlrtciplioe and ot anarchy of which the 
powers to wliom thin suex'eeds have b*;cn victiuitt. 

As for the support which the Mexican government receives from oar army, and what la 
nl.so lent to hira by Ilelijian and .A.astriAn voltuiteeis, it c^iuiios no hindrance to the fr.-edom 
of its resolutions nor tlie i>erfect imlepen<h;tKe of ilM actions. Wliat .state is there that 
needs not allies, whather to form it or to defend it / And the great powers, such a** France 
an<l England for exaunde. have tliey not constantly almost niaintained {orv'Vfiu tro, ps in 
their armietj ? When the Uuited SUttes fought for their cu.antipation, did the aid ;;ivi u 
by i^rance to their efforts cause that great popular movement to cease to lie truly national ? 
And shall it 1>« said that the ront-st with the »5outh was not in like manner a nan'onal 
war. lK*cause the thousands of Iriskmien and UormanK were ti^^hting undrr the Hair of tho 
Union? The charscier of the Uesican government, therefore, cannot be c«»nte8tctl, nor 
the resistance which it must overcome t^) coni«nlid*te it^i lf, or the foreign troor.n which 
iihall have aided iu btingiiig forth ag.iiu safety uud order in a country bo ionx and deeply 
distracted, be considered a reason for disaffection toward it. Such ai\ undertaUin;; is surely 
worthy to W appr> ' iat' 1 by a natioo 80 enlightened as' the United States^ espeuiatiy called 
on to gather the advanUtge. 

In place of a country unceasingly In trouble, and which has given them so many sub> 
jects for complaint, and ai:.»inst which they have themsclvt!s been oblij^fd to n.ake war, 
they will hud a pacihc country, otf :ring henceforth pled^^es uf oecurily and vast openings 
to their oommeroe. Far from liOuring their rights or hurting their influence, they, above 
all, are tbore who must profit by the work of reoigaalaation whidi is being accomplished 
In Mexico. 

In reca{Htu1atlon, marqnis, the United States acknowledges the right we had tomaka 

war on Mexico. On the other part we admit, as th»*y do. the principle of noti-iiit' rvea- 
tioo ; this double postulate includes, as it seeuu to me, the elements of an ii^rccmcat. TiiO 
right to make war, which belongs, as Mr. tieward declares, to every sovereign nation, im- 
plies the riijht to secure the results of war. Wo have not pone acros.s the ocean merely 
for the purpose of showing our power, and of iutlictiug chastisement on the Mexican gov- 
ernment ; after a train of fruitless remonstrances it was our duty to demand guarantees 
against the recurrence of viol«-uC'- froni which our countrymen had sulTi red sociuclly, uud 
those guarantees we could not look fur from a government whose bad laiUi we had piovuu 
on so many occasions. 

We find them now en^^agod in the oitibllshment of a rejrular government, which show* 
itxelf dispihied honestly to keep itn enra^ementH. la thin relation we hope-that the legiti- 
mate object of our expedition will soon be rciched, and we are striving to make with th» 
emperor Haximllian amngemente which, by satisfying our interests and our honor, wiU 
permit us to consider as at an end the service •)f our army oiv Mexican soil. 

Tlie Kmperor has givcu me orders to write in this sense tu hLi miuiiiter iH.Mcxico. 

We Ml back firom that mooient on tha principle of noorlnterrentioB, and from, that mo- 
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iDeot accept it as the rale of oar conduct ; oar interest, no lew than oar honor, commanib 
«8 to cl.'iini frnm all the uniform iipplication of it. TruWin^ In the (iplrit of equity which 

Oiijiii it > (iiH caWinet at Wjvsliingti/n. we expect from it thr a- - rruK . tliat the American 
peoi>ic will theniBttlves conform to the law which it inv(>k«'!«. by observing, in regard to 
Mfxico. a strict neutrality. When yuu Kimll have inform '<1 me of the resolution of the 
fedf'Tai covcrnnx-dt on this Hti1>i<-<-t. I t^lnill .i< I' ( > ii.ilir.iie to yott the resulUof our 
oe^otiatiunB with the emperor Slnxiiijilian for i\v n turn of our troops. 

I re<|uei!it jou to remit a copy uf this «jt;i<|)it« h to Mr. Seward, in an^Mcr to his comnian{> 
cation of the 6th December last, betrgint; him to have the gocidnew to lay it before Preai* 
•lent J( hiif^on ; luul I n ly with conlidt iu e for the exaTiiit)iition of tho conw-lenitioK it em- 
bnti'fs ill the truditii iiul hcntimctitji rtcTiili-d to notice in the note of the Sccrciary ol btatc 
of the Union. 

Accept, marqnis, the attaraaoes of my high oontideratioa. 

DKOUYX DE LHL VS. 

Monsieur le Habqcih dg Moxtboivon, 

MaaMer Franct, near WoMku^finn, 



\ Mr. Seward to Mr. Bigdow, 

No. 378.] Dbpartmbnt op State, 

WoMhingttm, January 29, 1866. 

Sin : I li.ive to acknowledge the receipt of yow despatch of thr insrant, 
Ko. 2'-j'>. relating to a rrcont intorvicw betwren yourself and Mr. Droityn de 
Lhuyri tij on the £*ul>jcct of levying of troops in Kgyjit to re-enforci^ tlio French 
axmy in Mexico. The views expressed by you ou that occa^ioii are appruveJ. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

John Big slow, Esq., IfCt Sgc., ifc. 



Mr, Bigelow to Mr, Seward, 

tExtract.] 

No. 253.] Lkgatio.n of thi: Umikd Statks, 

Pari*, January 30, 1866. 

Sir : I bave still notbing later from the State Department than the 5th of 
January. France is a prey to the wilde.'^t i kim r , and to a sort of .solicitude 
which hat* been compared in my prest'iu c by i 'n nch people to I bat wbicb pre- 
vailed in 1789. This is j);\rtly ovsinj; to tb'- itrni ianoe of wliat baf octuired 
between tlie two governmentt* ^iiice the apparently critical munieut at wbicb ibe 
corrc(«poiidence sent by the President to Congress closed. In spite of the pa- 
cific and friendly tone of the Emperor's d ^^course,the public per^i.^t in belii ving 
that the actnal situation i.s repre?onted by tbat correspondence. To rt-licve tbis 
anxiety a little, tiie otbcial pre.ss has atmonticed the doparture of M. 8iiillard to 
Mexico and ^ilr. Faverney to Washington with cnnimnniaitions. designed to pre- 
pare the way for the retirement of the French army from Mexico, and to satisfy 
i*re8ident .T«din?=oii ofilir- Emperor's loyal intentions towail- the United States. 
Yon will find in tlic l'ari;< corroppondence of tbe London 'i'inies a curioni* ac- 
count of Snillard'8 inisucc'',s?ful ( iVorts to procure -fune b fter?* of cre ieuci'. lirsr, 
from thft Emperor, then tbe iuini.ster of foreign afiaii .-. and linaily from Wakw- 
ski. Though his name is not given, he is the tl>ir«l ji n ly referred to. * • 

To enable you to ecc how completely tin ( rrlaii<ii)s of France with the United 
►Stales bave PwalloM-ed tip all otber fnn'stions. I send yon a number of journals 
ot a more or less representative cbaract« i*. You will be struck, no doubt, m I 
have been, by the fact that tbe propriety of oiu- reijj^uiriug the Empcrur to wilh- 
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draw his army from ^Fexico is not qnestioned by any of them; nor do I re* 

motnlx r to li.ivp Iicard it rpusf ioncd hy ajiy ono with wliom I bavc converged. 
It Tiiiivcr.-ally conccdi-d that tlie moment tlic indcninity, for which the Km- 

J)eror prol'cs.><eH to have gone to ]Mexico, ccaaed to be attaiuablc by aims, it wjis 
lie duty to leaTe, in order not to have oiber motivefl, which coahl not be justified* 
assigned to his ex[it'dition* 

1 am, sir, with great respect, yonr very obedient ^< rvnnt, 

JOHN J3IGEL0W. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, ^c, ^v., S^x. 



Mr, BigeUna to Mr, Setoard, 

[Extract.] 

No. 255 ] LuuATioN OF THE Umted States, 

Parist February 1, 1866. 

Sir: In the diplomatic circle la^t evening at the palace the Emperor asked 

me bow my country peopb; would like bis spercb at the opening of the corps 
b-gi.-^latif. T rf |ili<'d thai I IkuI id (l-mlit i* would be read with general pntiffac- 
tiou. lie then said lie hoped ve would :-(>on have good news fjoni the United 
States. 1 said I thought we might expect good news as soon as possible after 
jonr return to Washington. His Majesty asked If it was true, as the papers 
8tat( d, that yon would touch at Vera Cruz during your absence. I replied that 
I had not reccircd a sin-rle line from Wasliington in reference to your trip, but 
that I bad no reusou to think it even probable that your voyage had any other 
purpose than recreation, which you could hardly obtain witliin reach of the tele- 
graph, and that you probably thought the moment choaen the most propitious 
tiiat was likely soon to offer for a brief absence. 

******* 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbiyard, 

Secretary of State, 



Mr. Bigdow to Mr, Seward. 

No. 257.] Legation of thb Ukitbd States, 

Partt, February 1, 1866. 

Sir : I have ilie honor to transmit herewith a copy of the Docnmcns Diplo* 

matiqups communicated to tbo corps legislatif on Monday, the 29th instant. 
You will learn from a note on the first paj^c that if wn?j oripnally inf'-nded, and 
80 Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys stated to me this day wet k, to defer the publiciitiou 
of the correspoadence relating to Mexico until the ponding uegotiationa upon 
tliat subject should reach maturity. A subsequent note, at page 174, states 
that, in con?<oqaenc(' of the comtniujication to Conj^rfss of corrcfipotuleiice upon 
this riuhject by the PreHidcnt of the United States, it was thon^^ht be>l to with- 
hold it no longer from the corps legislatif. The desnatch ou page ZiQ is iti re- 
ply to yonr note addressed to the Marquis de llontholon, bearing date the %ih 
of December last, and gives an official version of the proposal which I bad the 
honor to transmit to you in my despatch No. 240, of tlu( 11 tb ultimo. I also 
invite your attention to the communication on ])n[r^' addr<'ss('d by Jfr. 

Drouyn de Lliuys to the Marquis de Montbolon, in rell'ieuce to a note addressed 
by me to the former on the 16th ultimo. It is true that Mr. Drouyn de Lhuya 
did say, in eonvcnation with me, laughingly, that he could have replied to mei 
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if disposed, that Franco had not " planted " any political organization in Mexico, 
and til at he did not believe Maximilian's decrees in reference to emigration con- * 

templated any puch purpo.<ei< or results as I atti iliutcd to them, but he left me 
to un(l( r>«taiul that hf did not think it worth while to write alxmt it. I con- 
cluded that if he did not think it of consequence enough to uudwer in writing, 
he did not care to have a record made of his remarks. Thii will explain why 
jovL first hear of this conversation through a letter to the Marquis de Moatholon. 

I also iiciid hy the bag to-night a bundle of journalri whowing the impreaaioa 
left upon tlie public mind here by the appearance of this corn'.-jpoiidciice, and 
of that su^uuitted to (jungretiiti hy the Prci«ident. It id easy to perceive tliat 
those publications have not been grateful to the government. 

I am, sir, i^ith great respect* toot very obedient ^'ervant, 

JOii^ BIGELOW. 

Hon. Willi AM 1 1 . S R \v A R n , 

Hccrclary of Slate. 



Mr, Snmrd to Air. Bigelow, 

No. 382.] * Dkpartaiknt OF State, 

W,ishingUmt February 6, 18G(l. 

Sir : I have received and tJubinitted to the President your despatches of the 
4th of Jamiarv. X<i. :.*:M, and of the .')th of January, No. 236, also your conti- 
deiilial despatch ol January 11, No. 240. These papers contain much valuable 
information, and some useful suggestions concerning the mode of adjusting the 
difficulties of Fr* Ml ]i intervention in Mexico. You will accept ^e thanks of 
the government. The Kmperor seems to have matnn d his project on the 0th 
day of January. Tlie M.iri|ui8 df Motitholon submitted to me an elaborate 
ominuniciUiou from Mr. Droiiyn dc Lhuys, which is supposed to have been 
prepared in execution of that project. My reply to Mr. Droujm de Lhnys is 
now under consideration here. A copy of It will be sent to you for your in- 
forniatioti, nt the same time that the paper itscdf is di livi rrd to tlie Marquis de 
l^[ontlnd(m. i'he French govertiment having transferred the discussion to this 
capital, you will be relieved of further direct action in the premises ; but your 
advice and co«operation will be constantly desured, and when received wUl be 
highlj valued. 

I am, BUT, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H SEWARD. 

Joii.\ BiuELuw, Ks^ , !^x., S^., !fc. 



Mr, Bigclutc fa I\Jr. ISeward. 
[KxtracUJ 

Ko. 264.] • Lboation op tbb Umtbd Statks, 

Paris, Fcfjruart/ 8, 

Sir : You will find in the ^fonitonr of tli(> 7th instant tlie nddre>js repoi ted 
by the senate commissiou in reply to the imperial discourse at the opening of the 
cor()s legislatif. 

The passages of chief interest to the people of the United States are the fol- 
low ing: 

" You are, sire, the natnrnl gnanlian of the interests of the annv. It is not 
your Majerily who, after huvinj; led it to victory, would forget its glori«)US ser- 
vices OA the fetom of peace. Besides, it is not always the safeguard of French 
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honor and the bnlwark of order and law 7 It is the army which now gives on 
the distant territory of Mexico an example of disciplinet constancy, and of all 
military virtues, which it drops like a fruitful peed on it^ inarch. 

'* Your ^r:ijH.-ity lias announced that di\s rnomoialilcj rxpodition to Mexico 
toucbet^ it;j teiiUt and that you are coming to an uuderstaudiug with the em- 
peror Maximilian for the recall of your troops. That ia the same as to say to 
satisfied France tliat the protection of her commercial interests will be assured 
in this vai<t and rich nmrkct made safe by our aid. 

"As to the United States, if thiouj^li any niij^iiiirleriBfaijflin'^ tlic jjresence of 
the Freucli tiag on tlie American coutiueut appears to them less Beasouablo than 
it did at another very illustrlons epoch in their history, the firm communications 
of your government have shown that it will not \h: imperious and menacing lan- 
guage that will dAermine ns to return. France has not the habit of marching 
except to her own time. [Very well ; very well ] Hut slie loves to reini mlirT 
her ancient inc'udi<hip for the United States. What yuu demand of litem id 
neutrality and the right of nations. By this they may see that a war for the 
80 often declared purpose of protecting oar country people against a faithless 
government doen not become, Decause successful, a war of conquest, of domina- 
tion, or uf propagandidm." 

I am, sir, your very obedient and veiT humble servant, • 

. JOHN BI6EL0W. 

Hon* William II. ISkwaku, 

Secretary of State, 



[Mr, Bigelow to Mr» Sewcurd, 

Ko. 268.] Lrqation op tbb United States, 

Pam, February 9, 1866. 
Sir: You will find at ])age 206 of the Docnmens Di))lomatiqne.s. Iran.-jmitted 
"witli my de!«|iatch No. 2'>7. a note adilrepf^ed liy ^Ir. Drouyn tie l.linyB to the 
Marqui:^ de 3Iontholon, wliich is calculated to have an incorrect impression of 
what passed at the interview to which it relers. For the purpoise of rectifying 
that impression I addressed to Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys, on the 7th instant, a 
letter, which, with his reply, dated the 8th instant, I have the honor to enclose. 
It is at present my intention to request him t<» ]uiblir'h liDtli letter? in the 
ConHtitutiounel and La France, where the det'patcli in (jj^uestion has been repro- 
duced. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant* 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. St; ward. 

Secretary of State. 



Mr. B^ehm to Mr* Drouyn de Llmyt,' 

Lboatiom or tub United States, 

Fari»t flAnmy 1, 1860. 

Fir : T find at ]inre 2ftfi of thr Do< iimms TMplonintiipus. U>r coiiics uf which I huve to 
tbauk your fxcolicucy, a letter to the Marquis de Moutholuu, Urariug date October 18, 
1865, in which your excellency my a : **En vous ^rirant," &c. 

[rranslation of extract.] 

** In «r ritin;; you this despatch 1 have entered into a path opened by Mr. Bigelow himself 
soveral duy>< ago. In a oraTonation la relallon to other matters, this mioister asked me, 
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in his own nanif>. and without prt-jnflpn^' (he opinion of hi« fjovcrnment, if I did not think 
thnt the re<x>Kiwtioii of tbc Mcxicin empire by the United iSttiti:t> might f<idliU^te and 
hasten the reoall of oar troopa. Th« lostrncUoDS which I eend you are in answer to this 

An neither the language which I reiueniber to have used, nor the iuiprt8»iun which I 
intended to convey in that oonTersation, correspond entirely with the veraion wblcfa your 

exri'llerif y h isyiven of it in tlie fnn going citation, T de;«ire to ncall t(^ y.nir excellency tho 
circuiu.->tiuceii under which it occurred, for the purpose of bliuwiug tlmt tho coittidence 
which I have In my own Teoolleetloo, and in my memdranda made at the time, is not 
mii^plsiced. 

Your excellency, in reply to ray inquiries, bad been expicsi-ing your meamire of faith ia 
the nltimate conaoltdation of the power founded nnder the ampices of Fmnoe in Mexico. 

An ! upon that faith rested ynnr !iM|>es of foon recrxllint; your troops. Yoii tccupitiilated 
sumo of the difiiculties a^ainiit whiclt it would require a little time to provide ; but all of 
which, you seemed to think, would diminish in magnitude, if the adarerflaries of the new 
order rx f-iv.d no encouragement from the Unilt d States. It was in view of >ueh ropro- 
seuUitious thnt I askeii whether, in your excellency's opinion, Maximilian would be able 
to sustain himsrlf without the aid of Fmnce if hlR authority were recognised by the United 
State?, nmt in<iuiry led to ii ( onvi r-^itiou, in whirh I had (>< cm<i(jn, at lea-^t twictj, toKtato 
to your excellci'Cy tliat our tecognition of any govenunent in Mexico so long as it was sus- 
tained 1^ foreign arms was Impossible ; that the logic of the situation ivqnired the inde- 
pcn»lfnLe of M( xiro to \<o e«tHl>lished hy the withdrawal of all foreifjn wddiers Ik loie our 
governmeut could formally recognize a goveiument accused of owing its cxhttence to their 
presence. 

I atn t^orry to tronMe your cxccllein y wifli a rectific itioii of a iii't-.-jopr- lier ^inn wl)ich 
may eeem triliing, but which also mav acquire im|H>rtaoce from the circumstauccai under 
which it has been submitted to iha puhlia 

I wall myself of this ocoarion to lenew, &c., &o. 



Sn: I have received the letter wliich you have dutje me the honor to write me. dat<Nl 
the 7lh February, on th-- n(ca>ion of a «lespatciJ recently publish. d, in which I made allu- 
sion to a convertiution which we had to:;ether upon tlie .<^ui jett of Mexiran nlT.kirs. Hetall- 
inj; that cimversation, you have thought proper to deline it.s termt* The report (>f it wliich 
you giveisin ennsouanee with my own recollection, and, as I construe it, dt>es not contain any 
fact in contradiction to tlie despatch to whi< 'i von refer. It is exact tliat. in the opinitm 
which you then expre»«i«ed, the recoguilion ot ttie emperor Maxindiian hy the feiieral gov- 
ernment should be prsoeded by the evacuation of Mexico by tho French troops; wtiile, 
ncconhiit: to wy view, thii* evacuation should not taki' {p|aei> until after tho recognition of 
the Wa.shington cabinet, which, l>y contributing to the cont«olidatioa of tiie new sUito of 
things established in Mexico, would have precisely the effect of fadlltatlnir and hastening 
the recall of our troops Yon ohj t ter! that your government conid not lii'dde to recog- 
nize an authority subtaiued hy the piei^ence of a foreign army, hut, you tuldcd, it might be 
possible, on the one hand, that the government of the Emperor, seeing the United States 
ready to enter into regular relatitins with Mexi'oif tli it ( .>nntry were ev.\Mi;it-d by th-; 
French tr<Mi{>!i. might determine to pn-^ the return of hit> t^uldiers ; on the other hand, 
thnt the United States, iielng Informed of the intention of the government of the Km- 
peror. iniul.t (<lio\v tnote dih]>o(jition to entertain the idea of reeo'^rdtii n. In th)is ^ls^oeiat- 
ing the cuuditiuitb from which an agreement might retiult. it was to he hoped that our 
cabinets might find in them the elements of a solution equally satisfectory to both. 

I carwiwt but render h in rj-e. sir. to tbe spirit ^>f loy.ilty and c ik iliation wliit b dictated 
this language to you. Uut tlie hypothchi8 which we wxamined together reiuained subject 
to the appreciation of your government, whose judgmeat you reserved. The cabinet of 
Washington oicupyititr a dii'e t tit point of view, the suggestions npon which our convcisa* 
tion turneil have been without icAult 

Accept, sir, the assurances of my high CMUidsmtiOQ. 



JOHN BIGELOW. 



His Exodlsttcy Moniietir Bsoirnr m Lbvts, 

JfiMUto* Iff Fanign Aff<idr$, 



Mr, Drwjfn dt Uuiyt to Mr. Digdow. 



Pabis, ItJruary 8. 1866. 



DROUTN DE LtlUTS. 



JoaN BiQCLOw, £^., i(c.f Sfc^ tfc 
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Mr, Bigel^rtc to Mr. Seward, 

No. 270.] • Lbgation op the U.mti.d States, 

Fan's, February 12, 1S66. 

Sin: Tlio difcnssif)!! of that portion of tlic scimtc .nlilrcss wlili-li iclatcd to 
tlie T^iiitt-d .States was di««po?f d of on Saturday without debate. Tlic para- 
graph relating to Mexico was voted after a brief epeech from Marshal Forey, 
a report of which will be foaod in the Monitturoi the 11th inBtant. The 
part which the marshal took in plautin*; the imperial flag in Mexico makes him 
its nntural protector everywliere. He proved, however, rather more iiiijx i iali.st 
than the Emperiur liim."*(df. He f^aid tbnt. iustead of dimiuii^liiuj; the I'rejuli 
force in Mexico. U Bhould rather be increased, iu order to lui^teii tlie moment 
when the withdrawal of ihe French flag wonld he possible. When he had 
closed,* the mini^^tor of state took occai^ion to say that the policy of ;lu> goyem- 
mcnt, aa given in the discourse from tlie throne, wouhl not be modified by any- 
thing that liad fallen from the marf«hal. There is either a difference of opinion 
among the intimate counsellors of his Majesty in regard to whut is to bo accuin* 
plished before the withdrawal of the French troops from Mexico, or there is a 
difference of opinion in repird to the means ncccssary for its accoioplishment 
Time will !?ooii diseln-r w hich. 

1 am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient j^ervant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State, S(C., IjfC 



Mr. Seward to the Marquis de Montliolon. 

Department of State, 

M'ds/i l/iirfon, lu-hri/ari/ 12, ISGG. 

Sir: On the Gfh of December I had the honor to submit to you iu writing, 
for the iuformiition of the lOnipt nu-, a commuuicatiou upon the subject of affairs 
in Mexico, ns affected by the presence of French armed forces in that country. 
On tho :2^.)[h of January thereafter you favored me with a reply to that cum- 
nlunicatiou, which reply had hei n traii^^mitted to you hy Mr. Drouyn de I.huys, 
nnd» r the date of the Otli of the ^anie month. I have submitted it to the 
President of the United States. It is now made my duly U> revert to the inter- 
esting question which has thus been brought under discussion. 

In the first place I take notice of the points which are made by 3Ir. Drouyn 
de Lhuys. 

lie declarerJ that the French expedition into ^lexico had in it nothiujjf hoptilo 
to the iuHtilutions Of the New World, and still less of anything hostile to tho 
United States. As proofs of this friendly statement, he refers to the aid in 
blood and treasure wliieh France contributed in our revolutionary war to the 

causae of our national independeiiee ; to the ]»i(1iiuiitary propf)«ition that France 
made to u.s that we should join her in her expediti n to MfX'co ; and, finally, to 
the neutrality which France has practiced iu the painlul civil war through 
which we have just sncceflsfuUy paused. It gives me pleasure to acknowl- 
edge that the assurances flms given on the present occasion that the French 
expedition, in \i< original d.-.-igu, had no piditical obji'crs or raotivefi, harmotii'/e 
entirely with expr< -sioii> whieh aljound in the earlit r com spotulenee of the 
minister of foreign ali.iir^, which arose out of the war between France and 
Mexico. 

We accept with especial pleasure the reminiscences of our traditional friendship. 
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Mr. Drouyn de Lhnys next a&snrea ns that tli(> French {government is dia- 
posed to li.istcn.aH mueli a^^ ]>os?il)lc, the rrcjtll '>t it'^ trof)])** from ^foxico. We 
nail the aniumiict iueut as Ik inp^ a virtual J)roIui^t■ ol relict" to this govt-nmient 
from the apprehcusious and anxieties which were th^ harden of that commuui- 
cation of mine, which Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys has had under consideration. 

Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys procM-cd.'* to (Uclare that the only aim of Franco, in 
pursuing her enterprise in M( xim, lin8 h» cii to fiillow np the itir^fnction to 
which sht' had a ri«;;iit after havinj:: re-sorted to coercive mea.^urcf, wiien measures 
of every other form had been exhansted. Mr. Drouyn de Lbuy^ eayB that it 
is known how many and legitimate were the elaims of French subjects which 
caui>ed the resort to arms. lie thai remindB n.>« how, on a former oeeatfion. the 
United States had wajjed war on ^fexico. Oa this poitit it peeras equally 
necessary and proper to say. that the war thus referred to was not made nor 
Bought by the United States, but was accepted by them under provocations of 
a very grave character. The transaction is past, and the necessity and juatioe 
of the proceedings of the United States are questions which now rest only 
within tlie province of lii^tory. France, I think, M'ill ai lniMw l< fl;r»', tli.ii im it1i»*r 
in the Ix ginning of our Mexican war nor in its prosecution, nor iu the terms on 
gwhich we retired from that successful contest, did the United States assume any 
position inconsistent with the principles which are now maintained by us in 
regiird to the French expedition in ^lexico. 

We are, as we have been, in rclatioiis of amity and friendship equally with 
France and with Mexico, and tlx r< (ore we cannot, consistently with those 
relations, constitute ourselves a judgt- of the original merits of the war which ia 
waged between them. We can speali concerning that war only so far as we are 
affected by its bearing upon onrsetves and upon republican ana American insti- 
tutions oil tills continent. 

Mr. Drouyn do Lhuys declares that the French army, in entering Mexico, did 
not carry monarchical traditions in the folds of its flag. In this connexion he 
refers to the fact that there were at the time of the expedition a number of iuflu- 
ential men in Mexico who de.<j» ur ■<! of olit linii ir nul' r out of the conditions of 
the republican rule then exi.-tiiig there, and who, tlien iore, cherisht d tin- id»''a 
of falling back upon monarchy. In ihis connexion, we are further reminded * 
that one of the later pix'sidents of Mexico offered to use his power for the 
rC'establishment of royalty. Wc are further informed that at the time of the 
Fretich invtision the persons before referred to deemed the moment to have 
arrived for making an apjieal to the people of Mexico in favor of motiarcby, 
Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys remarks that the French govt rnment did noi deem it a 
duty to discourage Uiat supreme effort of a powerful party, which had its urlgiu 
long anterior to Uie French expedition. 

^Ir. Drouyn de Lhuys observes that the Emperor, faithful to mnxiius of 
public riirht, which he holds in common with the United States, declared on 
that occasion that the question of change of institutions rested solely on the 
suffrages' of the Mexican people. In support of this statement, ^Ir. Dronyn de 
Lhuys gives us a copy of a letter which the Emperor addressed to the com- 
mander-in-chief of the French expedition, on the capture of Puebla, which letter 
contained the following words: "Our object, you know, is not to on the 

Mexicans a government against their will, nor to make our success aid the 
triumph of any party whatsoever. I desire that Mexico may rise to a new life, 
and that soon, regenerated by a government founded on the national will, on 
jiriiM jjil'S of ordrr and of progress, and of respect' for the law of nations, ^he 
may acknowledge by her friendly relations that she owes to France her repose 
and her prosperity." 

Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys pursues his argument by saying that the Mexican 
l)ooplc have spoken ; that tne. Emperor Maximilian has been called by the voice 
of the country ; that his government has appeared to the Emperor of the French 
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to Ix' of a nntnre acloquato to ro-storo poaco to llio nation, and, on if- p irf. poaoo 
to international relations, and that he has therefore given it hit* Mippori. Mr. 
Drouyu de Lhuv's thereupon pre.-<ents the following as a true statement of tho 
present case: France went to Mexico to exercise the right of war, which is 
exercised by the United States, and not in virtue of any purpose of intervention, 
concerning which she recogniz' s the same doctrine with the United States. 
France Mcnt tliere not to hring ahout a monarch leal proselyti^ni, hut to obtain 
reparations and guarantees which she oui'ht to claim; and, being th4!rc, she now 
sustains the govemment which is founded on the consent of the [)eople, because 
she expects from that government the just patisfietion of her wrongs, as well as 
the securities indispensable to the future. As .-^lic doi -s n- r -^cck the .satisfaction 
of an exeluf^ive interest, nor the realization of any ambitious schemea, so she 
now wi.-'hes lecall what remains in Mexico of the army corps which Franco 
has sent there at the moment when she will be able to do so with safetj to 
French citizens and with due respect for herself. 

T ;un nware liow delicatr flu- di.-cnssion is to wliioli ^Ir. l^ronyn de Lhuys 
thu-i in% ites me. France is entitled, by every consideration of respect and 
friendship, to interpret for herself the objects of the expedition, and of tho 
whole of her proceedings in Mexico* . Her explanation of those motives and^ 
objects is, there fore, accepted on our part with uie eonsideration and confidence 
^vhich we expect for explanations of our own when assigned to France or any 
other frietidly power. Nevertheless, it ia my dnty to insist that, whati'ver were 
th(% intentions, purposes, and obji-cts of France, the proceedings which were 
•adopted by a class of Mexicafas for subverting the repnolican government there* 
and for availing themselves of French intei vent ion to establish on its ruins an 
imperial monamliy, are regarded by tlie I'nited 8tate.«i as having bi-en taken 
without the authority, and prosecuted against the will and opinions, of the 
Mexican p* uplc. For these reasons it seems to this government that, iu sup- 
porting institutions thus established in derogation of the inalienable rights of 
the people of Mexico, the original purposes and objects of the French expedi- 
tion, tliough tli' v have not been, as a military demand of sati.-faetion, aban- 
doned, nor lost out of view by the Emperor of the French, were, nc verthclesa, 
left to fall into a condition in which they seem to have become sabordioatc to a 
political revolution, which certainly would not have occurred if France had not 
forcibly intervened, and which, judging from the genius and character of the 
]^Ie\ican p' ople, wouM not now bi' maintained by tln^m if that arnn-d interven- 
tion should cease. The United iSfJites have not seen any .-^alisf.ictory evidence 
that the ]ie»ple of Mexico have spoken, and have called into being or aeceptcd 
th' so-called empire which it is insisted has been set np in their capital. The 
United Imitates, as I h.ive remarked on other occision-, a • of opinion that such 
an accejitnnce could not ha\e been freely procured or lawfully t ikfii at any 
time iu the presence of the i rench army of invasion. Tho withdrawal of the 
French forces is deemed necessary to allow such a proceeding to bo taken by 
Mexico. Of course the Fmperor of France is entitled to determine the aspect 
in which the Mexican situation onirht to be regarded by him. Nevertheless, 
tlie view which I have thus j>res( nteil is the one which this nation has accepted. 
It therefore recognizes, and must contituie to recognize, in Mexico only the 
ancient republic, aud it can in no ctise consent to involve itself, cither directly 
or indirectly, in relation with or recognition of the institutioa of the Prince 
3Iaximilian in Mexico. ' 

Tliis position is held, I believe, without one dissenting voice by our country- 
men. 1 do not presume to t-ay thai this opinion of the American j)eople is 
accepted or will be adopu cl generally by other foreign powers, or by the public 
opinion of mankind. The Emperor is quite competent to form a judement 
tipnn this important point for himself. I cannot, however* properly exclude the 
observation that, while this' question affects by its bearings, incidentally, every 
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lepnbliean state in the Ameriean bemisphere, every one of tliose states has 

adopted till- iu(l2;iTi( nt which, on the behalf of the United Statc:^, i.-' herein 
cxprof j*c(l. I'udi r thefc* circnni(<fancc'8 it has liappcnrd, either iig;htfun3' or 
wrongfully, tliat the prcseuct; of European armies in Mexico, maiiirainiug a 
European prince with imperial attributefl, without her consent and against her 
▼ill, is deemed a sourec 6f apprehension and danger, not alone to Uie United 
States, but also to all the independent and sovi k igu republican Statep founded 
on the American continent and its adj.ui i/t island.-;. France is acquainterl with 
the relations of the United States towards the other American States to wiiich 1 
have referred, and is aware of the sense that the American people entertain in 
regard to the ohi locations and duties due from them to tho^c other States. We 
are thus hrouj^lit liaek to the f-ingle qne.-stion which formed the .-nhject of my 
coramunieation of the Gth of 1) ■ccinber la«t, namely, the dr.-irableness of nn 
adjuiitmeut of a question the continuance of which must be ucceasarily prejudi- 
cial to the harmony and friendship which have hitherto always existed between 
the United States and France. 

Thi:< govenunent does not undertake to say how the claims of indemnity and 
pati^f;l{•tion, for whidi the war wliich France h wjipn;; in Mt xicn w;\s orij]^inalIy 
instituted, shall uow be adjusted, in dii«contiuuing what, in its progre;>ti, has 
become a war of political intervention dangerous to the United States and to 
republican im^titutiona iil the American heuiit>phcre. Becognizing France and 
the republic oi" Mexico as belligeientfi engaged in war, we leave all quesiions 
ennct rning tho^c i lniinf* and in.h ninilies to them. . The United 8tJiles re-^t con-, 
tent with submitting to France the exigencies of an cmbarnmsiug situation in 
Ifexieo* and express^ing the hope that France may find some manner which shall 
at once be coni^istent with her interest and honor, and with the principles and 
interest of the United States, to relieve that situation \s itliout injurious delay. 

Mr. l>iouvn de Liinvs n itrats on tin's occasion wh.if he lias heretofore writ- 
ten, namely, that it dejiends much upon the federal govcrnm?nt to lacililatc their 
desire of the withdrawal of tlie French forces from Mexico. He arguea that 
the position which the United States have assumed has nothing incompatible 
with the exi tence of monarchical in.^titiitions in Mexico, lie draws to his sup- 
port on this point the fact that the Frcsiilciit oi' the Unite fl States, as well nfi 
the Secretary of State, in oflicial papers, disclaim all thought of propagandism 
on the Amencau continent in favor of republican institutions. Mr. Dronyn de 
Lhuys draws in, also, the fact that the United States hold friendly relations 
with the Kmpcror of Brazil, as they held simiLu* relations with Iturbide, the 
Mexican Fnijx-ror, in 1822. From these j)09itiHns Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys niakeit 
the deduction that neither any iuudamental maxim, aor any precedent in the 
diplomatic history of this country, creates any necessary antagonism between 
the United States and the form of government over which the Prince Maxi- 
milian presides in the ancient capital of ^lexico. 

I do n<it think it would be ]>rHfitalde, and therefore I am not desirous to 
engage in the discussions which Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys has thus raised. It 
will be sufficient for my purpose, on the present occasion, to assert and to give 
reassurance of our desire to facilitate the withdrawal of the French troo}>s ti< !n 
Alexico, and, for that purpose, to do wliat-inever shall he compatible with the 
positions we have heretofore taken U|)on that .sni'ii ct. and with our just regard 
to the soveieign rights of «thc republic of Mexico, i ni ther or otherwise lhao 
this France could not expect us to go. Having thus reassured France, it seems 
necessary to state anew the position of this government, as it was set forth in 
my letter of the Glh of December, as follows: Il< publiean and domestic institu- 
ti(»ns on this continent are deemed most cong< nial with and most benetici d to 
the United States. Where the people of any country, like Brazil now, or Mex- 
ico in 1823, have voluntarily established and acquiesced in monarchical institu- 
tions of their own choice* free from all foreign control or intervention, the United 
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States do not reftise to mamtain relatione witli encli gorenmentB, or eeek 
throngh propagandienit hy force or intrigue, to ovcrtUrow' those institutions. 

On the contrary, where a nation has established institutions rr-puhlican and 
doraej^tic, eimilar to our own, the United States asisert in their behalf that no 
foreign nation can rightfully intervene by force to subvert republican institu- 
tions and establish those of an antagonistical character. 

Ur. Drouyn de Lhnya seems to tltink that I have made a double reproach 
against the Prince Maximilian's alle<r( il government, of the difficulty it en- 
counters ami of the a^^.^ij^tance it borrow:* I'rom foreign powers. In that respect 
2i\i. Drouyn de Lhuys contends that the obstacles and the resistance which 
Hazimflian has been obliged to wrestie with have in themsdyes nothing es- 
pecial against the form of the institutions which Iir is supposed by Mr. Diouyn 
(le Lhuys to have cstahliHhfd. Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys maintains that Maxi- 
milian's gov< rnment it* undergoing the lot quite common to new powers, while, 
above all, it has the misfortune to have to bear the consequences of discords 
which have been prodnced under a previous goyemment. Mr. Drouyn de 
Lhuys represents this misfortune and this lot to be in effect the misfortune and 
lot of governments whicli have not found armed competitors, and which have 
enjoyed in peace an uncontrolled authority. Mr. Drouyn de Lhny? alleges * 
that revolts and intei^tine wars are the normal condition of Mexico, and ho fur- 
ther insists that the opposition made hj some military chiefii to the establish- 
ment of an ( mpire under Maximilian is only the natural sequence of the same 
want of discipline, and the same prevalence of anarchy, of whidi his prcdeces- 
sors in j»ower in Mexico have been victims. It in not the purpose, nor would it be 
cousisteut with the character of the United States, to deny that Mexico has 
been for a long time the theatre of fiietion and intestine war. The United • 
StiiteH confess this fact with regret, all the more sincere, because the experience * 
of Me.xico has been not only painful for her OWn people* but has been also of 
unfortunate evil influence on other nations. 

Uu the other hand, it is neither a right of the United States, nor consistent 
with their friendly disposition towards Mexico, to reproach the people of that 
country with her past calamities, mnch less to invoke or approve oi tin inflic- 
tion of punishment upon them by strangers for their politic il errors. The Mex- 
ican population have, and their esituation has. some peculiarities which are doubt- 
less well understood by France, iiurly in the present century they were iiorced, 
by convictions which mankind cannot but respect, to cast off a foreign monarch- 
ical rule which they deemed incompatible with their welfare and aggrandise- 
ment. They were forced, at the same time, hy convictions which the world 
must rei<pect, to attempt the establishment of repuLilican institutions, without the 
full experience and practical educatiou aud habits which would render those in- 
stitutions all at once firm and satisfiictoiy. Mexico was a theatre of oonffict 
between European commercial, ecclesiastical, and political institutions and dog- 
mas, and novel American institutions and ideas. She had African slavery, 
colonial restrictions, and ecclesiastical monopolies. In the chief one of these 

Sarticulars she hud a mit^fortune which was shared by the United States, while 
le latter were happily exempted from the other misfortunes. We cannot foi^;et 
tiiat M^oOf sooner aud more readily than the United States, Jlbolished slavery. 
We cannot deny that all the anarchy iu Mexico, of which Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys 
complains, was m cessarily, :\ud even wisely, endured in the attempts to lay sure 
foundations of broad republican liberty. 

I do not know whether France can rightfully be expected to concur in thia 
view, which alleviates, in our mind, the errors, misfortunes, and calamities of 
Mexico. Uowever \hh may be, we fall hack upon the principal that no foreign 
state can rightly intervene in such trials as those of Mexico, aud on tin ^nound 
of a desire to correct those errors, deprive the people there of their natural right 
of domestic and republican freedom. All the injurieB and wrongs which Mexico 
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can Lave committed against any other state liavc found a severe punishment ia 
consequences which legitimately followed their oommiBsion. Nations are not 
aothonBcd to correct each other's errors except so far as is in c( ?t*ary to prevent 
orreclres!^ itijuries* nfTt'cting tlienifelvcs. If one state has a rif^ht to intorvone in 
any oilier 8iate, to e.<t;il)lisii (li«(Mjilinc, constituting^ itnelf a judge of tlic occasion, 
then every Ktate has the same right to intervene in the atl'airs of every other na- 
tion, being itself alone the arbitert both in regard to the time and the occasion. 
The principle of intervention, thus practically carried ont, would seem to render 
all Bovereis^nty and independence* and.eTen all international peace and amity* 
nncertain and fallacious. 

Mr. Urouyn de Lhuys proceeds to remark, that as for the support which Max- 
imilian receiyes from the French army, as well also as for the support which 
has been lent to him by Belgian and Austrian volunteers, tho.->e supports caose 
no hindrance to the freedom of his resolutions in the affairs of his government. 
Mr. Drouyn de Lliuys afkr? what state is there that doe? not need allie,-*, either 
to form or to defend. As to the gri iii powers, such as France aud England, do 
they not constanUj maintain foreign troops in their armies ? When the United 
States fought (or their independence, did the aid given hy France canse that 
movement to cease to ho truly n iiimial ? Shall it be i^-Aul that the conte?*t be- 
tween the United States aiui the rcernt iui-urgents ■wiif' Tiot in a like manner a 
national war, because thousands of Irishmen and Germans were found ligliting 
under the 6ag of the Union t Arguing from anticipated answers to these aues- 
tions, 'Sir, Drouyn de Lhnys reaches a conclusion that the character of Maxi- 
milian V frovemment cannot he conte.-^tod, nor can it-* cfTorts to consolidate itself 
be coute.sicd. on the ground of tin; employment of foreign troops. 

Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys, in this argument, seems to us to have overlooked two ' 
important facts, namelv : first, that the United States, in this correspondence, 
have assigned definite limits to the right of alliance incompatible with onr assent 
to his argument; and ( (.Tidly, the fact that the United State.-* have not at any 
time accepted the suppot-i d government of tin' I'rinee Maxiniilian as a constitu- 
tional or legitimate form of goverumenL iu ^iexico, capable or entitled to form 
alliam^. 

^{r. Drouyn de Lhuys then arranges, in a graphic manner, the advantages 

that liave arir*en, or are to arise, to the United States, from the successful estab- 
lishment c*f the supposed empire in Mexieo. Instead of a country uucea.singly 
in- trouble, aud which has given us so many subjects of complaint, and against 
which we ourselves have been obliged to make war, he shows us in Mexico a 
pacific country, under a beneficent imperial sway, offering henceforth measures 
of f>ecnrity and vast openings to our commerce, a country far from injuring our 
rights and hurting our iutiuences. And he assures us that, above all other na- 
tions, the United States are most likely to protit hy the work which is being 
accomplished by Prince Maximilian in Mexico. These euggeHttons are as nat- 
ural on the part of France as they are friendly to the United States. The 
United States are not insensible to the desirableness of political and commercial 
reform in the adjoining country; but their ectthd pnncipleH, habits, and con- 
victions forbid them to look lor such changes iu this hemisphere to foreign, 
royal, or imperiaF institutions, founded upou a forcible subversion of repnblican 
institutions. The Uuited States, in their customary sobriety, regard no bene- 
ficial results whieh couhl come from such a change in Mexico as suftioi» i!t to 
overbalance the injury which they must directly Buflier by the overthrow of the 
republican government in Mexico. 

Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys at the end of his very elaborate and able review, re- 
•capitulates his exposition in the following words: "The United States acknowl- 
edge the right we had to mak.- w,ir in Mexico. ()q the otlit r part, we admit, as 
they 'do, the principle of non-iuterventioii. This double pot'iulate includes, as 
It seems to me» the elements of an agreement. The right to make war, which 
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bclon;^!'. HP ^fr. Seward declarofi, to every povoreifrn n.itioii, implies the ri^lit to 
«ec»ire the ret*ultrt of war. We have not p^one acrn?j« the oeenn merely tor tiie 
purpose of ehowing our power, and of inflicting chastiHement on the Mcxicau 
governmelht. After a traiti of fruitless remonstnuiceB, it was our dutj to demand 
gnarantees against the reearrenee of violence from which our comtiy had suf- 
fered po crueTly, and those guarantees we could not look for from a government 
whoise bad faith we had proved on .«o many ocea?ionf. We find them now i n- 
gaged in the eetablij*hment of a regular government, which showd itself di.><posed ■ 
to honestly keep its engagements. In this relation we hope that the legitimate 
object of onr expedition will soon be reached, and we are ><triving to make with 
the emperor Maximilian arrangement-^ '.vliirh, liv -■•iti-it'yiiig nnr 5iit' re<ts and 
our honor, will permit to cuiL-ider at an end the service ot the arni^ upon 
Mexican soil. The Kmperor has given an order to write in this i<ame i*ense to 
onr minister at Mexico. We fkU back at that moment on the princinle of non* 
intenrention, and from that moment accept it rb the nde of our conauct. Our 
interefJt, no h'^a than our honor, eoinnKMu!-- ns to claim from all the uniform ap- 
plienfinn of it. TruHfing the spirit nt eipiity which animate? the cahinct ef 
Wa^iiington, we expect from it the assurance that the American people will 
themselyes conform to the law which they invoke, by observing, in regard to 
Mexico, a strict neutrality. When you [meaning th* Marquis de Montholon] 
shall liave iiifurnu'd me of the n'f'olutinn of flie fcilt government, I fhall be 
able to indii-.ite to you the nature of the rcriults of our negotiation with the em- 
peror Maximilian for the return of our troops." 

I have already, and not without much reluctance, made the comments niion 
the arguments of Mr. Droujm de Lhuys which seem to be necessary to guard 
against the inference of concurrence in questionable positions which miirlit 1)6 
drawn from our entire filence. I think that i can, theretore, aftord to leave his 
recapitulation of those arguments without such an especial review aa would 
necessarily be prolix, and perhaps hypercritical. The United States have not 
claimed, and they do not claim, to know what arrangements the Emperor may 
make for the adjustment of claims for ijidemnity and redress in Mexico. It 
M'ould he, on our part, an act of intervention to take cognizance of them. We 
adhere to our position that the war in question has become a political war be- 
tween France and the repnblic of Mexico, injurious and dangerous to the United 
States and to the republican cause, and we ask oidy that in that aspect ami 
character if th^w he hrf)nght to rui end. It would be illiheral on the part of the 
United States to suppose that, in desiring or pursuing preliminary arrangements, 
the Emperor contemplates the establishment in Mexico, before withdrawing his 
forces, of the very institntions which constitute the uMtterial ground of the ex- 
eeptions taken ogainst his intervention by the United States. It would be still 
more illiheral to suppose for a moment tliat he exj)ects the United States to 
bind themselves indirectly to acquiesce in or support the obnoxious institutions. 

On the contrary, we understand him announcing to us his immediate pur- 
pose to bring to an end the service of his armies in Mexico, to withdraw them, 
and in good faith to fall back, without stipulation or condition on our part, upon 
the princijric of non-ijitervc tioti npofi which he is herueri»rth agreed with the 
United Siate.'j. We cannot unck'rr^tand his appeal to us for an assurance that wo 
ourselves will abide by our own principles of non-intervention in any other sense 
than as the expression, hi a friendly way. of his expectation that when the people 
of Mexico sball have been left ab><dutely free from the operation, effects, and con- 
sequences of hi.*? own political and military intervention, we will ourselves ?-f'^|irot 
their self-established sovereignly and independence, in this view of the subject 
only can we consider his appeal pertinent to the disc. Regarding it in only 
this aspect, we must meet the Emperor franklv. He knows the form and char- 
acter of this government. The nation can be bound only by treaties which 
have the concurrence of the President and two-thirds of the Sena^ A formal 
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treaty would be objectionable as aoneceasaiy* except «B a disavowal of bad fahb 
on our part, to diBarm suspicion in regard to a matter concerning which we have 
given no cause for quc;^tioning our loyalty, or qUc such a treaty would be refused 
upon llio ground that the application for it by the Emperor of France vviU un- 
happily a suggestion of some sinister or unfiieudly reservation or purpose ou hia 
part in withdrawing from Menco. Diplomatic assnranoes |^ven by the President 
in behalf of the nation can at best be bat the expressions of confident expecta- 
tion oil his part that the perj<oual administration, ever changing in conformity 
and adaptation to the national will, does not misunderstand the settled principles 
and policy of the American people. * Explanations cannot properly be made by 
the President in any case wnerein it wonld be deemed* for any reason, objec- 
tionable on grounds of pnblic policy by the treaty-making power of the govern- 
ment t& introduce or entertain negotiations. 

With these explanations I proceed to say that, in the opinion of the President. 
France need not for a moment delay her j^romisi d withdrawal of military forces 
from Mexico, and her putting the principle of non-intervention into fall and 
complete practice in regard to Mexico, throngh any apprehension that the United 
States will prove unfaithful to the principles and pulley in that respect which, 
on their behalf, it has been my duty to inaiTitaiii in this now very lengthened 
correspondence. The practice of this goverumeut, from its beginning, is a 
guarantee to all nations of the respect of the American people for the free sover- 
eignty of the people in every other state. We received the instmction from 
Washington. We applied it steridy in our early intercourse even with France. 
The same principle and practice have heeu uniformly inculcated by all our 
statesmen, interpreted by all our jurists, maintained by all our Congresses, <ind 
acquiesced in without practical dissent on all occasions by the American people. 
It is in reality the chief element of foreign intercourse in our history. Lrx ikiug 
simply toward the point to which our attention has been steadjly confined, the re- 
lief of the Mexican embarrassments without disturbing our relations with France, 
we shall be gratified when the Emperor shall give to us, either through the 
channel of yonr esteemed correspondence or otherwise, definitive information of 
the time when French military Operations may bo expected to cease in Mezioo. 

lit re I might perhaps properly conclude this note. Some obscurity, however, 
might be supposed to rest upon the character of the principle of noii interveiitiou, 
which we arc authorized to suppose is now agreed upon bctweeu the Uuited 
States and France as a rale for their' future government in regard to Mexico. 
I shall, thi refore, reproduce on this occasion, by way of illustration, Bciuf of the 
forms in which that jjrinciple has been maintained by us in our previous int«-r- 
course with France. lu.iStJl, when alluding to the post-ihility that the Em- 
peror might be invoked by rebel emissaries from the Lulled States to intervene 
in our civil war, I observed ; ** The Emperor of France has given abundant proofs 
that he considers the people in every country the rightful source of authority, 
and that its only legitimate objects are their sntVty, freedom, and welfare." 

1 wrote, also, on the same occasion, these wurds lo Mr. Dayton: "I have 
* thus, under the President's direction, placed before you a simple, unexagg crated, 
and dispassionate statement of the origin, nature, and purposes of the contest in 
which the United States are now involved. I have done so only for the pur- 
pose of deducing from it the arguments you will liud it necessar}- to employ in 
oj>pnjjini^ the apj»lication of the so-called Confederate States to the government 
ot hi.s Majesty the Emperor for a recognition of their independence and sover- 
eignty. The President neither expects nor desires any intervention, or even 
any favor, from the government of France, or any other, in this emergency. 
Whatever else he may consent to do, he will never invoke nor even admit foreign 
intertVrence or influence in thi.-< or any other controversy iu which the government 
of the United States may be engagr;d with udy portion of the American people. 
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"Foroign intorvrntinn Trnnlil rtblij::;o ns to tror\t tlrns-p who should yield it. as 
allies of the iosurrectionarj party» and to carry on the war ogaiust them as 
enemies. 

"However other ISnropeaa powers may m!8ta)ce» his Majesly i# the lut one 
of those Mverei^s to misapprehend the natnre of this controversy. He knows 

that tlip rt^vohitinn of lllG. in tin's co'intrv, w.if a ."iicco^i^fu! content of the "[rcat 
American idea of free, popular p;overnmriit against resi.-^ling prejudices and errors. 
He knows that the conflict awakened the sympathies of mankind, and that ulti* 
mately the triumph of that idea hi^ been nailed by all Eoropean nations. He 
knows at what cost European nations for a time resisted the progreB.^^ of that 
idea, and, perhaps, is not unwilling to confess how much France, especially, has 
profited by it. He will not fail to recognize the presence of that oni' gn at id* ,! 
in the present conflict, nor will he mistake the side on which it will be touud. 
It is, in short, the very principle of nniveisal suffrage, with its daim of obedience 
to its decrees, on which the government of France is bnilt, that 'is put in issae 
by flie insurrection here, and is in lliis emergency to be vindicated and more 
effectually than ever established by the government of the United States.'* 

In writing upon the same subject to Mr. Dayton, on the 30th of May, 1861, I 
Bsid : "Nothing is wanting to that success except that foreign nations shall leave 
ns, as is our right, to manage our own affairs iu our own way. They, as wAl 
as we, can only suffer by their intervention. No one, we are sure, can judge 
better than the Kmperor of France how dangerous and deplorable wonM be tlio 
emergency that should intrude Europeans into the political contests oi the Ameri- 
can people." 

In declining the offer of French mediation, on the 8th of June, 1861, 1 wrote 

to Mr. Dayton: " Tlie present paramount duty of the government is to save tho, 
integrity of the American Union. Absolute, ^^elf sustaining independence is the 
first and most indis|iensable element of national existence. This is a republican 
nation; all its domestic aflkirs must be conducted and even adjusted in consti- 
tutionsl fonbs, and upon constitutional, republican principles. This is an Ameri- 
can nation, and its internal affairs must not only be conducted with rrfcreuce tO 
its peculiar continental position, but by and through American agencies alone." 

On the first of August, 1SG2, Mr. Adams was instructed by this government 
in the following words: " Did the European states which found and occupied 
this continent almost without effort then. understand its real destiny and pur- 
poses? Have they ever yet fully understood and accepted them? Has any- 
thing but disappointment upon disappointment and disaster upon disaster r« - 
Bulted from their mi3a|)preheu8ion8 ? After near four hundred years of such 
disappointments and disasters, is the way of Providence in regard to America 
still 80 mysterious that ^ cannot be understood and confessed ? Golnmbus, it 
was said, had given a new world to the kingdoms of Castile and Leon. What 
has become of the sovereignty of Spain iu America ? Richelieu occuj)ied and 
fortified a largo portion of the continent, extending from the Gulf of Mexico to 
the straits of Belle Isle. Does France yet retain that important appendage to 
the crown of her sovereign ? Great Brit^iin acquired a dominion here surpassing 
by a himdred-fold in lenrtli and breadth the native realm. Has not a large 
portion of it been already formally resigned ? To whom have those vast do- 
minions, with those founded by the Portuguese, the Dutch, and the Swedes, 
been resigned but to American nations, the growth of European colonists and 
exiles, who have come hither, bringing with them the arts, the civilization, and 
the virtues of Europe? Has not the change been beneficial to society on this 
continent ? Has it not been more beneficial even to Europe itself than continued 
European domination, if it had been possible, could have been ? The American 
nations which have grown up here are free and self>goveming. They have 
made themselves i*o from inherent vigor and in obedience to absolute necessity. 
Is it possible for European states to plunge them again into a colonial state and 
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hold thcrn there? Would it be desirable for them and for Europe, if it were 
poesiblet The balance of power among the nations of Europe \a malnuined 

not without numerouB strong armies and frequent coufliets* while the sphere of 

political ambition there i& boniidtd by tho ocean which stirroundB that continent. 
Would it lie poSf^iblo to maintain it at all, it' {h\^ vast continent, with all its 
population:*, their reiiourccs, and theii' force;^, bhuuld once again be brought 
within that sphere 1 

• ••••• 4c 

"On the contrary of nil tlie^so ?nppo3ition?, is it not ninnifi'^^t llip.t tho?e 
Anicrican nations were called into existence to be the Imine ol' iVrc-nieu ; that 
the statea of Europe haye been iutrudted by Providence with their tutelage, but 
that tutelage and aH its responsibilities and powers are neoes^arilj withdrawn to 
the relief and benefit of the parties and of mankind, when these parties become 
able to choose their own system of <;overnment, and to make and administer 
their own laws ? If they err in this choice, or in the conduct of their afi'airs, it 
will be found wise to leave them, like all other states, the privilege and respou- 
sibilitj of detecting and correcting the error, by which th^ are, of course, the 
principal sufferers." 

On the 8th of May, 1SG2, ^h: Dayton was instructed to exprcfs to Mr. 
Thouveuel the dcbire of the United States that peaceful relations may soon be 
restored between France and Mexico upon a basis just to both parties, and favor- 
able to the independence and sovereignty of the people o£ Mexico, which is 
equally the interest of France and all other enlightened nations." 

On the Slst of Juno, 18G2, Mr. Dayton warf nnthori7,e<i to speak on behalf 
of the United States concerning the condition of ^lexico in lhec«e words : " France 
has a right to make war against Mexico, and to determine for herself the cause. 
We have a right to insist that France shall not improve the war she makes to 
raise up in Mexico an anti-republican or anti>America& govemm^t, or to main- 
tain such a government there." 

Accept, sir, a renewed assurance of mr high consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

The MAuavis db Montholon, tfCn if^^ ^ 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Bigelow. 

No. 388.J DBPAitTMRNT OF State, 

^Vash^ngton, February 12, 1866. 
Sir: I onclofip for your information a copy of a note of this date, which I 
have addressed to the lyiarquis de Montholon, in reply to Mr, Drouyn do 
Lhuys' communication of the 9th of January, upon the subject of the Fk«nch 
intervention in Mexico. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM U. SEWARD. 

John Bigblow, £s(^., !fc. 



Mr, Setpard to ^Ir. Bigelow, 

No. d90.] • DBP.^H'r^IKNT OF Statb, 

Washington, February 12, 1866. 

Sir: Your despatch of January 16, No. '}\?,, \v,\^ been received. It 
accompanied by a copy of a corre^jiondence which took place b« iwt^en you and 
Mr. Drottju de Lhuys, on the subject of certain decrees which iiave been 
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maclo hy tlie aiitliorities now eaasting in the city of ^fexico, concerninp^ emi- • 
gration and colonization in that conntry. We arc not aMe to agree with the 
French government in the opinion which it has expressed, that the subject does 
not fall properly within the province of the Emperor of France. The Presi' 
dent hopeBp however, titat the anticipated rdlef of the embarrassing situation 
in Mc'mVo, which is the subject of another correspondence between the two 
powers, will facilitate a solution of the Bpccial matter which has arisen out of 
the before-mentioned decrees. You may make this expectation known to Mr. 
Drottyn de Lhnys. 

I am, Bir, your obedient eerrant, . 

* WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

JOBiN BiGBLOW, Esq^., S(C. 



Mr, Bigelcw to Mr, Seward, 

|T:xtnict,] 

No. 272.J Legation op the United States, 

Parie, February 15, 1866. 

Sib : I learn from an vnoflSdal eonree that Grcgorio Barandiran, the diplo- 
matic representative of the Archduke ^[axtmilian at Viennat formerly secretary 

of legati'in under Sefior Robles at Wasliington, is now at Paris, for money to 
fit out 10,000 AuHtrians, which, he pays, are ready to embark from Tricr^te for 
Mexico. The ^lexicaa commissioner informed him that there was no money in 
his hands. I am not sore of learning the result of the minister's snit here, as 
the mon^, if {nmished, most come t&ongh indirect and concealed channels. 

I am» sir, with great respect, voor obedient servant, 

JOHN BIOELOW. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Secretary State, ^fCi 4^>t 4v* 



Mr, Seward to Mr, B^etow, 

No. 402.] Department of State, 

Waekington, March 1. 1866. 

Sir s Tonr very interesting despatch of the Ist of February last, No. 257, and 
it? accompanimentf', by wbicli T nm informed of the conteiit.-i of the Documens 
Diplomatique, communicated to the corps b 'lii-l itif on Monday, the 29th of Jan- 
uary, by the French foreign office, and the popular impression in France con- 
cerning the Mexican question as aflfected by the publication of these papers, have 
been received. I thank you for the complete information you have placed at 
my disposal upon this important subject. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

John Bioblow, Esq., Sfr., ^. 



JIfr. Seward to Mr, Bigelow, 

No. 404.] Dbpartment op State, 

W(u?ii7igtoa, March 2, 18G6. 
SiH : Your (It^spatch of February 8, Xo. 26 i. hn^ been received. If n citcs 
the passages which are of chief interest to the United States in the reply pro- 
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poBed by tlip F^onate commii^sion in France to the diteoime wliicli tlie Cmpttor 

pronounced at llio opening of the Ir^Mslatnro. Yonr conimoiil? upon those pas- 
eagOH arc dtM-mcd ju?t ana proper ; nevcrtlicl«'H.><, the paj^Kager* tlit-mselves arc not 
regarded as requiring especial remark from this department at the present time. 
I am, sir, your obedient Benraot» • 

WILLIAM H. BEWABD. 

John Bioblow, Esq., ifc. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Bigdow, 

No. 405.J Dbpartmfnt of Statk, 

Washln^tojit March 2, 1S6G, 

Sir : I have received your despatch of the 9th of February, No. 2GS, aud I 
have placed it with pleasure upon the recordg bf the department. It hhows that 
you have compromised no part of the position of this government in your con- 
versation with Mr. Dronyn de Lhuys, and I notice with eatiefaction the friendlj 
apirit with which he aeceptt^ your explanation. It 18 hardly neceaaary to say- 
that the misapprehensions which you have now corrected excited no particolv 
nneasiue8s here. 

I am, sir, your obedient scrvauL 

WILLIAM H. 8EPV7ABD. 

John Bioblow, Esq., ige. 



Mr, Saeard to Mr, Bigdow, 

No. 408.] Department of State, 

* Woihington, March 5, 186^ 

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr despatch of the 
15th of February, No. 276, and I approve of the manner in which yon have ex- 
ecuted my instruction, No. X\6. 1 feel, a." Mr. Drouyn de Lliny? !*eems to feel, 
that it is* a painful thing to contemplate even the poeaible occurrence of vk'ar be- 
tween oiu' country and France. Let us hope that the negotiations in which w© 
are engaged will remove the ground fbr such apprehension. Should this hope 
' fkil, you may in your discretion revert to the matter of our special arrangeaient 
respecting postal steamers'. 

1 am, sir, your obedient servant* 

AVILLIAM IL. SEWARD. 

John Bigblow, Esq., 4r. 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Bigdow, 

Mo. 411.] Bbpabtnbnt of Statb, 

WMingtonf March 5t 1866. 

Sir : Yonr despatch of the 15t1i ultimo, No. 273, together with its accompa- 

nimentp, a copy of y.ur coniinuiiication to ^fr. Drouyn de Lhuy?, and of his 
reply thereto, relativ< to the authenticity of the published letter of Marshal 
Bazaine to the republican general in Mexico, has been received. 
Your inquiry seems to have been discreet, and it is approved. 
I am, sir, yonr obedient servant, 

WILLLAM H. SEWABD. 

John Bigelow, Esq., tge. 
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Mr, Bigelow to Mr, Seward, 

No. 282.] Legation of the United States, 

Paris, March 6, 1S66. 

Sir : On tlic 2d of March, in the corps lepislatif, tho prc-^ident, Count Wa- 
lewski, after reading the parafp-aph of the addresri to the throne relative to 
Mexico, gave the floor to Mr. Rouher, niinijjter of state, who asked in behalf of 
the gorernment that the parai^raph shoiild be voted withoat diaeusBioD, alleging 
that* Gonaideriog the present state of diplomatic negotiatiow abeadj initiated 
with the emperor Maximilian, the di.>'C'ussion of Mexican questionFi was at tlii*' 
time inopportune. This proposition was adopted, hut not without a spirited 
debate, in the course of which Mr. Rouher repeated, in language rather more 
emphatic than the goTenunent has fonnerly used, that the Firench troops were 
soon to be withdrawn from Mexico ; and, in addition, gave podtive assurances 
that a fntrire opportunity would be a£forded £or the thorough examination of the 
Mexican que-stiou in all its aspects. 

The paragraph was then adopted, and the amendment of the minoritj rejected, 
the members or the opposition protesting that the opinion of the assembij was 
not to be prejndieed hj this merely formal vote. 

T tranpniit a copy of the pamfrmidi ndr.pted, the amendment of the opposition, 
and an extract from the remarks ot Mr. Rouher. 

I fim, sir, with great respect, vour obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

. Hon, William H. Seward. 

Secretary of SiaU, WathingUHh D,Jj, 



[Bodoeore 1 to deqwteh 283.] 

'* Our expedition to Mexico approaches its close. The conntrj has received this assu- 
nuwe with satisfaction. Led to Mexico by the imperious daty of protecting our oonntryr. 
men egainst odious acts of violence, and to obtain the redress of legitiraato p:ricvanccs, onr 
soldiers and our sailors have worthily fnl&Ucd the task which your Majesty has contidcd to 
tbelr devotion. This expedition has attested once more, in those distant lands, the disia- 
terestedness and the power of Franco. The people of the United States, who have loug 
known the loyalty of our policy and the traditional sympathies by which it is inspired, have 
DO cause to take umbrage at the prewnoe of our troops apon Hezioan soil. To wish to 
guNirdinate their recall to asiy other convenienc«'8 than onr own, would be to attack our 
riglitrt and our honor. You have these in charge, sire, and the legislativo body knows 
that yon will watch over them with a lolicituric worthy of France and of yonr naOM*" 
(Fangnph of the addren to the thnm^ adopted 2d iMarch, 1866.) 



[Eodosore 3 to despatdh S83.] 

** We ooMdemned the escpedltlon to HmcIoo, at lie onteet, Id caning attenflon to Hie em- 

barraiyiraontd and sacrifices which it would impose iii> ii Kmnce. 

" Last year the return of our soldiers was solemnly announced ; we regret that we should 
have eoooontered a delay not justified by Wench IntereitB. 

" 7 he country ha.s not forgotten the early declanition of Vnp frnvornnKxit in ref^ard to 
the causes of the expedition. It is astoaished to see our army devoted to-day to the de- 
fence of a Ibveiiipi throne." 

(Am, iidnjoiit proposed by MM. B<-thmeout, Oamier-Pagci?, Jules Favre, Felltttan, Oao 
de Mamdnj Picard, Qlais-Bizoin, Javal, and others \ rt^ected March 2, 1866.) 
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[Eociogiini S to daapttcb 282.} 

[Bstract ftvok the fenunlu of Ur. Bonlier, mlniiter of lUto, in the IcgUUttvo bo^Tt on the 

2doflfM«li.] 

•* Bat the speech from the throne expressed to you a thought — that of the e^irl y cl<*e of 
oar expedition ; it declared that the expedition approiu^lied its tt rraination. That thought 
ifi the comuioQ thought of the governmeDt and the corps legi>slatif, and here I have not to 
dMinguish between the minority and the oppusitiun. It is th« thought of the pohUct^in- 
ion. TiiiH thouglit is expressw! in the project of the addrees, 

Is there a certain 8hade of differences i Be it bo. Let it be reserved. ' 

" What objection Aottld there be, then, genth men, that the commi.sgion and the corps 
le^isl itif shmild exprens tlicir sentimcntrt immediately upon this 2:re.it th.MHf^ of the early 
{jtrixham) leturn of our tiuuiici from tbe Hhoro8 of the Atlantic and ot Mu^lIcu, oiakiug all 

resiTve^ in regard to the conduct of the expedition, its.reiiilta, and iti iel»tlons with the 
United States, for » later diacuadon." 



Mr, Seuard to Mr» Bigelow, 

No. 425.] Dbpartmbnt of State, 

Watkmgton, March 20, 1866. 

Sib ; I bave to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 15tli oltiiiia. 

No. 272, in regard to the reports which have come to your ears coacerning the 
attempts of the nnjont^j iji Europe of ^Inximilian's government iu ^Mexico to pro- 
vide for the departure from Trie.ste of 10,000 Austriaus for that country, and to 
enclose, for jom infonnation, a copy of a communication which I have addressed 
to Mr. Motley, the repreeentative of this government at Vienna, upon the enb- 
joct. I will thank you to apprise that gentleman of any farther information 
that you may receive concerning this matter, in order that he maj govera his 
proceedings accordingly. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

John Bioblow» Esq,, i/c,, ^ 



Mr, Bigdow to Mr, Seward, 
[OomfidentM. — ^Extracts.] 

Leuatioa of the United States, 

Pari$, March 92, 1866. 

Bbab Sib: The Monitenr of the Slst histant amurances that a military con- 
vention was Bi^ed flt Vienna on tbe 15tb between the Austrian government and 

the representative of Maximilian — supplementary to a convention of the same 
nature which hud been previour-iy concluded between the same parties. The 
purpose of this engagement, says the Moniteur, is to insure the enrolments 
necessary to keep ML tbe Austrian corps in Mexico. 

In another journal, which I regret that at this moment I am unable to lay mj 
hand upon, I have seen it stated that a line of steamers is to be started from 
Trieste to Vera Cruz, to ply regularly, from the IH of April next. The Con- 
Btitutionnel of the 21st contains also the following paragraph : * 

** We learn from tbe Frcudenblatt, of Vienna, that the enlistments for Mezioo 
wfllbeghiimmediatoly ; that the funds bad been received from Parts two months 
since. In general," adds the Vienna journal, *'our volnntcprn in Mexico seem to 
have made very fair savings, aa Colonel Leiaer has him.selt receiveil more than 
800,000 ftancs, to be sent to their friends in Austria. This proves that thdr 
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wages are ooid regularly, and tbaft prieea are not as high in Mexico as has been 
representecL" 

The Paris conet<ponfl('ut of tlic London Vn?t ptated a few days Bincc that 
IHdalgo, who ia expected here iu a few daya, would bring the convention, signed 
by Bfaximilian, providbg for the withdrawal of the Freneb troops from Mexico. 
The paragraph waa generally copied, but finally received a qualified contradic- 
tion in two or three of the (ifVrtous jonrnaltJ, wliicli stated that what Hidalgo 
would brinp^ 'could not ho known till he came, and that when he leftf Air. Sfidliard 

had not had lime to comniiuiicate with Maximilian, &c. 
• ••*•)» 

I presume the consul at Trieste and Mr. Motley will inform you of the objects 
had in vicv/ in the eBtaltli^^hment of a line of steamers from Trieste tO Vera Cms* 
They ci'itainly can hardly be of a commercial character. 

I am, air, with groat respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN BI6EL0W. 

Hon. WiLUAH n. Seward, 

Secretary ^ State, fgct tgc 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Bigelow. 

No. 426.J Dbpart.mknt of State, 

Washington, March 23, 1SG6. 

Sir: Your despatch of the 6th instant, Xo. 2^52, informing me of the remarks 
of Mr. Ronher in the*'eoips legislatif '* upon the amendment proposed by a 

minority to the address to the throne, has been received, and I have, in reply, to 
inform you that I consider it interesting, as information of a part of the 1^^ 
lativc j)roceedin<r? ot 1 ranee iu regard to French iuterveutiou iu Mexico. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. 8EWABD. 

John BiobloWi Esq., t/en ^ ^ 

t ————— , 

Mr, Bigelow to Mr. Seward. 

[Extr.-K t.] 

No, 29V.] Lboation of tub United States, 

Paris, April 6, 1866. 

Sir: The Monitour of yesterday morniuc announced that, as a seuucuce 
to commnnicatious exchanged between ** M. Dana, minister of Franoe, lua ex- 
cellency Marshal Basune, and the Mexican government, tlie Emperor has decided 

that file French troops shall evacuate Mexico in three detachments; the first 
to leave in November, 1866> the second in March, 1867» and the third in 
November, 1867." 

At H. Brouyn de Lbnys' reception yesterday afternoon, I remarked that I 

supposed the paragraph in the Moniteur might be regarded as an official 

statement of the result of Baron Salliard's miH.-*ion. lie said it nii;;ht. and then 

added that it was substantially what he had prefigured to me in our convirsatiou 

last fidl. Ue went on to say that the seasons for the debarking of the troops 

were selected fiom climatic and samitaiy considerations. 

»«*4ie««a4t 

I am, nr» widi great respect, your Tery obedient servant, 

/ JOHN iJIGELOW. 

Hon. William II. Seward, 

Secretari/ of State, S^c., ^x., igc. 
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The Mar^ttu de MontAolom to Mr* Seward. 

rThuuIatloii.] 

Lbqation of France to the United States. 

Washington, ApriJ 21, 1866. 

Sftrrtary ok Statf — Sir: T hasten to remit lirn with to your oxcfl- 
Icncy copy of a <1« -jiat* h which I nt tho moment receive from his excelh-ucy 
Mr. Drouyn de Lliuy;^, and which answers the despatch you were pleased to 
address to me» relative to Mexican affiun, on the 12th of February last. 
Accept* Mr. Secretary of State^ the asraran'cea of my high conr^ideratioo. 

MONTHOLON. 

Hon. William H. Seward, ^v., ^i;.* ifc. 



Mt. Dmtifn tk Lhuy$ to the Marq^Ht de Monthdotu 
(TmntliitioD.] 

Pabis, April 6, 1866. 

8iB : I hare r«ad, with all the attention which it desenres, the answer of the Secretary 

of Stiite to my deHpatch of the 9th of January liunt. The ecriipulom care with which Mr. 
Seward hag pleased to analyze that despatch, and the extended oonsideratioos upon which 
he has entered to define, in regard to the expoe^ which I hare made of the oondact of 
France in the atTuirs of Mexico, the doctrlaes which are the basis of the interuational policy 
of the United States, bear witne>8 in our eyeg of the hiterest which the cabinet of Washing- 
ton attaches to putting aside all misapprehension. 

We find therein the eTidence of Its dr^ii < \<^ caose the MDUmentB of ami^ whldi the tra- 
ditions of a long alliance have cementitl lu tween our two countries, to prevail over tho 
accidental divergencies, often inevitable, ia the movement of afTiiirs and tlie relations of 
governments. It is in this dis[M)8ition that we have appreciated the communiaition which 
the Secretary of St ite has addres^t d to yon, tho 12th of February lii^t. I will not follow 
Mr. Seward in the developmentt? he hart given lo the expoHition of the principles which di- 
rect the policy of the American Union. It d(M« not appear to me O p p o r tu oe or piofittble 
U> prolntvr, on points of doctrine or of history, a discuwiion, where we may differ in opinion 
from the ji^overoment of the United Stntt-s, without danger to the •interest li ot the two 
countries. I think tt better to servi^ tlioiie interests by aMstaining ftem dtocmring eMer* 
tions— in my o]«inion verv contest. ible— la order to take actUm OB aieaiaaoee wbidi may 

OOntribvite to Ih" ilitiite uur uuderhtauding. 

We never hesitate to offer to our friends the explanations they ask from as, and we heaten 
to give to the c«l)inet of Washington nl! those which may enlighten it on the purpose we 
are purhuing in Mexico, and on the loyalty of our intentions. We have said to it, at the 
tame time, that the certainty we riunild acquire of its lesolotion to observe in regard to 
that country, after onr departure, a policy of non-intervention, would hasten the moment 
when it would lie possible for us, without compromising the interests which led us there, 
to withdraw our troops, and put an end to an occopaUon, the dnratloii of whidi we are 
sincerely desirous to abri'lire In his despatch of the 12th February last Mr. Sewani c-alls 
to mind, on his part, that tho government of the United States has conformed during the 
whole course of its history to the role of conduct which it Teoeived from Washington, bf 
practicing invariul)ly tiie principle of nnn-interventi-in, and adds that nothing justifies the 
apprehension that it should show itself unfaithful in what may concern Mexico. We re- 
c^ve this aKoraaoe with entire.confldence, and we find therein a safBdettt gnarantee not 
any longer to debiy the adi>ption of nn nstires intended to prepare fir the return of our army. 

The £mperor has decided that the Freucb troops siiall evacuate Mexico in throe detoch- 
mente ; the first being Intended to depart in the month of November, 18--6 ; the aeoood la 
Marrli. isr? ; and the third in tlie month of Novrnilipr of the same year. 

Yuu will please to communicate this decision officially to the Secretary of State. 

BeeeiTe, llarqois, the aeraiaoce of my high oonsldeiatioii. 

DBOUTN DfB LBUT8. 

The MASQLis ns Montuoloh, 

JWimitar ^tfs Bmptror, <g Fadkov*"*. 
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Mr. Seward to Mr. BigeIo7a. 

, No. 43S.j Department of State, 

lVas/n//gfon, A/^ril 21, 1866. 

Sib : I have the houor to acknowledge the receipt of jour despatch of the 
6th of April, No. 297. It is aeeotnpanioi by a copy of the Monitenr, the offi- 
ciil organ of the government of France, to the cdSbet following: "That the 
Kmperor has decided that the French troops shall evacnate .Nfcxiio in three de- 
tachment.^: the first to leAvo iu November, 1866; the second in March, 1867; 
the third in November, 1867." 

You inform me that you learn from Mr. Dronyn de Lhujs that the decision 
mentioned in the Munitcur may be regarded as an official statement of the result 
of Baron Salliard's mieaion in Mexico. 

Presuming that wo may expect very soon to receive a direct communication 
of the Emperor's views on the subject of the proposed evacuation of Mexico, I 
think a discussion on our p art of the newly presented points in the snlgect of 
the French intervention would at the present moment be premature. 
I am, lar, yoor obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAUD. 

Jou.\ BiobLow, Hec., l^v., ^v., Faru. 



Mr. Seward to the Marquis de Monthdm. 

Department of State, 

Washington, April 23, 1866. 

My Dear Maruuis; I hasten, in advance of the departure of the mail, to 
acknowledge the receipt of yoor note of the Slst instant, together with the copy 
of a deppatch you were pleased to give me, which was addressed to you on the 
5th instant by ^Ir. Drouyn de Lhuys, in which tlic Tuinir^ter for foreign alfairs 
of the empire of France replies to the commiitrKation 1 ii ul tlie liouor to address 
to jou, conceruinj'^Iexican affairs, on the 12th of Fubruai-y last. • 

The subject wiU early receive the considerate attention of the President of the 
United States. 

I am, my dear Marquis, very fisdthftilly yours, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

The Marulis ub Mo.vtholon, 4^-., 4rc., ifc. 



AUSXm^ lHOOfS FOB MEXICO. 

Mr, Motley to Mr. Seward, 
[Exiract.] 

No. 138.1 United States Legation, 

\'n/i/i<i, DcrernUcr 18, 1865. 

Sir : I think it proper to send you herewith appeuded, marked A, a transla- 
tion of a paragraph recently published in the semi-ofiBcial papers and in the 
official Gasette of Vienna in regard to the enlistment in Austria for Mexico. 

I have the honor to remain your obedient son ant, 

J. LOTHfiOP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William H. Sbwakd, 

Secretary of State, WaskaigUm, 
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A. 

Bdrad frm At " OmenA Qtru^pondet," and eopifd into th* VimM GoMdte {9ffltUI) DtetnAer 

15, 1865. 

[Tnuifllatioo.3 

We hare nlreadf taken ocoadon loon: atro to contntHict in the roo§t dedrfve manner ih» 

reports, ftpi)<ir«*ntly spread with (li-iL-n. in regard to pn-teriflotl a.'r- t au nts for the (i«MuIing 
of troops to Mexico on the part of Austria und th*- Hrniri'^fmeDttf thereto appertaining. 

Similar reportu are once more irilUntrly sproa<J, and may have orlfdnated In an article of 
the Patrif. wliicli pa|nT iircii-nd* d to know that in<>\ . nit-Dts of iui|irri;il royal Austrian 
troops and Bubaitern ofiicera to Mexico were imprndiug, a iakI which uuUoubledlj would 
bave the character of a nendingr of Austrian auxiliary troopn. 

Tlie manner in which this newn has lately, and p n ticiilarly l»y the Paris rorrt s-.K.n !. nt 
of the Cologne Gazette, been made uee of Rgainf>t Aotittia, prompts ua once more to refer 
to tfaia affair, and to affirm in the most poRttive manner that these reporta are nothing bat 
inventions made fur a purpose. 

llie truth in the whole questif>n is limited to this, that It \» proposed to permit mch {>er- 
sons w, have aheaily fnlfilled their military duty to Austria, but only such, to eu1i«t in the 
Mexican st rvic<*. in the snme manner and with tlie same conditions aawas the cat* wh«-n 
the liifet year's tirst enlistments for the Austrian -Mexican volunteer corps took place. l"he 
object of these uewly pertniMed enlistments, as has already Invn explicitly stated, wonM 
only be to provide sulistltules for the nurnerons vacancies in the Au>trian volunteer corp« 
{servinp in M>'x!ro. The newly enlisted, like those who enteretl the volunteer corps in the 
year X^CA, take the military oath to the emperor of Mexico, and pledge thcinselvt-s to him 
for a six years' serrioe. '1 heir flap is not the Austrian, but the Mexi<^n, and the j>ower of 
Austria is in nowise enjraced throu;;h them »>r for them. Also, it is entirely false when 
the Palrie puts the number of those voluntt-ers at 10,(100 m« n ; the luteet enlibtments ia 
■Austria for Mexico, concemit:}; the permission for which uet>otiitioD* a*e now in progieai, 
WOuM in any event not exceed yearly the tot 1 numher of 2,000 men. 

Whilst we are eudeavorinp to pive a true and cotrert statement of this atLiir, we haTtO 
to remark that no binding' res<dves h:ive been taken ill res:»ir<i to tbis afEair, bot tbat, oa 
the coiitntry, the nepotiutiotis on tin* su1*jt < t hiivc ctily ]\\>{ 1h'l"1!j. But m^Vt bow- 

ever, \. iy pioh.iltiy lead to the roni lu-ion ot a .-uj.j.Ii uienUil convention to the agrcenient 
rn'tnd into last year, of which tlir i lik't ol j c I w as to plare as Pecurely as poKhible tho 
rigUU oC those enlkting, who, after all* remain at the same time Austrian aubjecta. 



Mr, Motley to Mr, Seward, 

No. 150.] Umt£o Statks Legation, 

Viennut February 87, 1866. 
8fB: I ttiink it is well to state, referring to my confidential despatch No. 

148, of datf rebriiary 20, 186G, that I have beoti informed that efforts are Diall- 
ing to induce the Austrian government to conHci.t th.it 4,000 vohmteers may he 
levied here this year lor Mexico, on tlie ground that the i^upplemeutary article 
to tbe conyention of Miramar permitted two tbousand each year, and that none 
were forwarded in the year 1865. 

I h am that this consent will jirobaldy he accorded, 80 that if the funds can be 
obtained for jiayiiig, eqnijijjing, and transporting tliera, 4,000 Aii.-^trian vohm- 
teers \s ill be louud and may be expected iu Mexico this year. 1 believe that 
the fonds have not yet been famished. 

I have the honor to remain yonr obedient servant, 

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William 11. Skward, 

SSccrctary oj' tlaUf Washington. 
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• 1 

Mr. Seward to Mr. Motlty* 

No. 167»] Dbpabtmkxt dp State, 

^ • Was/ungton, March 19, 1866. 

Sir: Mr, Bi<;clo\v' informs ino, by a dc^pritch of ihf^, 15th of Febniary, that 
lie learned from an uiiotiicial source that " Grej;orio Baraudiran, the diplomatic 
repretjcntalive of the Archduke Maximilian, formerly secretary of Icgatiou uuder 
Befior Robles at WaBhingtoif , is now in FariB for money to fit out 10,000 Aoa- 
triansi wko» ho Bays* are ready to embark from Trieste for Mexico. The Mex* 
ican conmiissioner iiifonnt'd him tli.it there was no money in his hatidn. I am 
not fine of learning the result of the minister's suit here, 08 the muucy, if fui- 
nidheil, must come through indirect and concealed chaunels." 

Yon are instmcted to inquire coneecning the facts, and if th^ justify the re- 
port/ to bring it to the knowledge of the Austrian goYemment seasonably, and 
Ray that the I'^nited States cannot regard with unconcern a proceeding which 
would bcem to bring Austria into an alliance with the invaders of Mexico, to 
subvert the domestic republic, and build up foreign imperial institutions. 

It is hoped Austria will give us frank explanations. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAKD. 

J. LoTUBOP Motley, Ks(j[ , ^r., Vienna, 



Mr* Seward ia Mr, Motley. 

No. 169.] Dbpabt.ment .of State, 

Washington, March 19, 18G6. 

Sir : I have your despatch of the 27tli of February, Xo. 150, by which we 
learn thai efforts arc now made to induce the Au.-*trian government to consent 
that 4,000 volunteers may be levied within that empire this year for Mexico, 
on the ground that the supplementary article of the convention of Miranuur per- 
mitted 2,000 each year, and that none were forwarded in the year 1SG5. 

T^pon this statement of facts you expres'^ th" opinion that tlie consent desired 
will probably be accorded by the imperial government, so that if the funds can 
be obtained for paying, equipping, and transporting 4,000 officers and volunteers, 
they will be founo, and may be expected in Mexico diis year. At the same time 
you state that it is your opinion that the fimds have not yet been ftunished. 

Tlie cn^^e thus presented rend(M-s it proper that I t»lionM call your es»pecial 
attention to my despatch No. 167, which bears the date of, and id gent forward, 
this day. 

In preparing that despatch I anticipated the case substantially which your 

conmuiiiication now presents. Yon cannot, while practicing the courtesy and 
reppt et \s ]iich are due to the Auftrian government, be either too earnest or too 
emj)iialic in the proferit you liave been directed to make. 

In performing this duly, you may be assisted by information of the actual 
State of the question eonceming French interventbn in Mexico at the pre.-'ent 
moment. With this view, I give you, confidentially, a copy of my note ad- 
dressed to llic ^fanjuis de Montliolon on th(* 12th day of February last. As yet, 
no reply has been received to this note, nor have its contents become public. 
You will, therefore, Bee the j)ropriety of being discreet in such use of it as you 
may find it necessary to make. 

After reading that paper you will be justified in saying that the American 
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goremmtnt and people wonld not be Ukelj to be pleased vitb Beebg AoBtrar 

at tliif< juuctuie anpiime the character of a protcftor to the forcip^n miliriry power 
which, claiming the form of an empire, is attcm})lcd to he set up upou the sup- 
posed Bubverted foundations of the republic of Mexico. 
I am, Bir, your obedient seirant* 

WILLIAM H. 8EWABD. 
J. LoTUBOP MoTLBY, Esq., 4^., Viettna, 



Mr, Motl^ to Mr. Seward, 

No. 155] United States Legatiun, 

Vienna, March Tl, 1866. 

Sib : The military supplementary convention between that government of . 
Mexico which is here recognized as the legiUmate one and tiie Anatrian govern- 
ment was signed on the 15lh of thit^ month. 

As the nature and coiulition.-; of this agreement have already been fully stated 
in my despatches of Jauuai-y b, February 20, and February 21, (Nos. 142, 14b, 
and l^u.) the matter can be no novelty to you, and tfaore 8eem*8 no necessity for 
repeating what ban already been said. 

It ia expected that about 1,000 volunteers will he shipped vary SOOn from 
Trieste to V^era Cruz, and at least as inany more in the autumn. 
I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Secretary of State. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Motley. 

No. 173.] WAsni\nT<»N, April 6, 1866. 

Sir : An informal note has just been rrceivod from Mr. Hipchnv, the United 
States minister at Paris, lu this note Mr. ^igelow writes, iu substance, as 
follows: 

**The MonitciA' of the 21st of March announces that a military convention 

was signed at Vienna on the 15th, between the Austrian government and the 
repreH<'ntntivo of Maximilian, supplementary to a convention of the same nature 
which had been previously concluded between the same parties. 

** The purpose of this engagement, says the Moniteur, is to Itasnre the enrol* 
mcnts necessary to keep full the Austrian corps in Mexico." 

Mr. Bigelow further writes as follows : 

" I have seen it stilted iti another journal that a line of steamers is to be 
stai led from Trieste to Vera Uruz, to ply regularly alter the lat of April." 
Again, Mr. Bigelow fomishes an extract from the Paris Constitutionnel of the 

21f^t of March : 

"We learn from the Freudtiiblatt, of Vienna, that the enlistment for Mexico 
will begin immediately ; that the lands had been received from Paris two months 
since." 

Yonr despatches of dates almost as late as that of Mr. Bigdow's note are 

silent upon the rumors which he brings to the notice of this government. It is 

possible that more authentic information mIiIi li you may por^^egs concerning 
tin' (li>po^iiion and proceeding.- "f tlic Austrian j;ovcruuieul may enable you tO 
tieut the matter mentioned by Mr. Bigelow with iudiil'ereuce. 
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Loolcin^ at the matter, howeyer, from our point of obsenratbo, the ramors 

referred to arc deemed sttfficiont to entitle ur* to ask a friendly and jl»t expoBt- 
tioii iiii]M rial royal •rovci'nuient of the rclatioDS which it proposes to assume 

or maintain lientv forth in re^^ard to Mexico. 

Yuu arc expected, therefore, to execute tiie instruction.-* w IiLh have heretofore 
been sent to you to that c£fcct; and it is tlion^ht proper that yoxi should state 
that, in the i vmt of hostilities hci il: e irriod on hereafter in Mexico by Austrian 
ptiltjecf^, under the command or with the sanction of the government of Vienna, 
the Unitt d Statr s will feel tie ir.-' lve- at lilt, r'y to re<::ard those hostilities a.H 
coiisitituting a elate of war by Austria a<^aiu^l the republic of Mexico ; aud iu 
regard to such war, waged at this time aud under existing cirenmstances, the 
United State.-^ could not en^'a;re to rernain as silent or neutral spoctiitors. 

The I're-iilent in iv desire to call the attention of Conjrress to this interestinfr 
Bubj<'ct. Yuu will si.c the imjjortaiu-e, therefon.-, of (djtainin^: the information 
which is desired as early as may be practicable coufiibteutly with the courtesies 
due to Austria as a friendly goverument. 

Should you, however, find iTuj. >rtimt renflona, now unknown to us, for dcfer- 
rinii- the execution of this instruction, you will be at liberty to exerciso yottf 
diacretion and rep..rt those reasouB to U3. 
I am, t^ir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

J. LoTOROP MoTLBY, Esq., I^., Vienna, 



Mr, Motley to Mr, Seward, 

No. 15S.j Legation of the United States, 

Vienna, April 6, 1866. 

Sis : I had the honor to recdve yonr No. 167, of date March 19. In lliit 

despatch it is stati d that Mr. Bigelow informs you, under date of February 15, 
from an unofVu ial source, that Gregorio Barandirau, the dijdomatic repre- 
sentative of the Archduke Maximilian, formerly si'cretary of h^gation under 
Kenor Kobleu, at Wabhingtoa, is now iu Parid for money to fit out 10,000 
Aostrians, which, he says, are ready to embark from Trieste for Mexico. The 
Mexican «ommis;-^ioner informed him that tliere was no money in his hands. 
1 am not ?ure of learning the re.-uli nf the ininistfi 's suit here, as the money, 
if furnir-Iii'd, must come through indirect and concealed channels." 

In conseijuenco of ibis information funiirihcd by ^Ir. lii^elow, you instruct 
me to " inquire concerning the facts, and, if they justify the report, to bring it to 
the knowledge of the Austrian goyemment searonably, and say that the 
United St,! res cannot re-gird with unconcern a proceeding which would seem 
to bring Au-liia into alliance with the invaders of Mexico to subvert the do- 
nieslio repnldic aud build up foreign imperial iu.-tilulious. It is hoped that 
Aostria will give as frank explauations." 

In reply, 1 have to observe that Mr. Bigelow, in a private note to me of the 
same dat" as his d( .-patch .above cited, mentioned thifl report of the " 10,000 
Austrians re;aly to embark at Trieste fa- Mexico," but the story was so entirely 
at variance with everything well kuowu to mc hero that 1 attributed very 
little importance to it In ordor to make assurances more sure, however, I 
took pains instantly to vrrify the ficts in the mostexncl and authentic mauner. 
I le.arned, accordingly, tiiat, instead of there being lO.UOO -Vuslriaus at Trieste, 
there wu.s not one Austrian soldier ready to embark at that port, or at auy 
other point in this empire. 

'i*his intelligence, from the most unquestionable sonrce, was transmitted bpr 
mo in a private note to Mr. Bigelow, but I confess that I did not consider it 
M u o 
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worth wbile to tronble 7011 with a matter which seemed to be mere newspaper 
gosi^ip. I ft'lt that, eo lono: as I wa< iIccuumI worthy of my preflont po«t, you 

•>voiil(l fuel confident tliat 1 should ahvay.s turnisli y(»u witli accurate intelli- 
griu-e n.'^ tn inijiortaiit events occnrriii:::: in Austria, and that the coucentrrition 
and Liuburcati 'U iV»r Mexico of lU.OUO Austtiaus at Trieste were I'actd uofc 
likely to CBcnpc my notice. 

You will (lonliiles.-, renicmbor tliaf in niy despatch of the 8th of January I 
stated, on official authority, tliut the Austri m {government had consented that 
volunt(-er.^ should h<- ]i \ ii-d in this empire, from mi n who liad fulfilled their 
term of j-ervice in Austria, hi numbers auflieieut to keep full the oriijiual legion 
In Mexico of 6,000 men. 

Aa the su])|)lementary convent!' u tn that effect had not then been Bigned« it 

Was .not pns:?il)h! to |:i\ e you more tieliiiite information. 

k5ubse([uently, on the "^liih of Fehruary, 1 inf"rnied you that the stiji|d('nient- 
ary articled ^lermitied the levy of 2,000 men each year for a certain period; 
and on the 29th of February I added that, as no volunteers had been sent 
iu 18G5, it wa.^ now permitted to send two quotas of 2,000 men each during 
the y- ar ISGG. 

1 also s'lated that the cquippinp: and tran.eporting of these troops, and all 
other expenses, were to be defrayed by that government at ^lexico which baa 
been recognized here as the legitimate one, and not in any proportion by the 
Austrian government. As you have especially instructed me not to engage in 
ofiicial or political discussions on the ^lexican suhj' ct with the government to 
which 1 am accrediieJ, and as that injunction, to which 1 have repeate-lly and 
very lately alluded iu this correfpondcnec, hae never been removed, 1 should 
have thought myself violating my duty had I taken the responsibility of en- 
tering any protest on the part of the United States government against these 
proceedinus. 

My personal opinions iu regard to this attempt, by means of foreign armies 
and navies, to set up a foreign empire on the ruius oi an American republic, arc 
perfectly well known here and at home. 

What is f)f infinitely more importance, every goveinment in Europe, that of 
Anstri i indudf d, knows the position of the United iSlates govern nii at, and h 
aware that it will uever, so long as a foreign power occupies the territory and 
waters of Mexico with its military and naval lbrc<78, rccoguize the existence of 
an empire which that power has sought to establish, nor accept it as the crea- 
tion of the Mexican national will. 

But I am now somewhat embarrassed by the iustructions contained in your 
desjjaich 2\o. 107. 

It set'ms to me that if I should intimate now (as instmcted by you, on re- 
ceiving the rum li s containt d in ^Ir. Bij^dow'n d( spatch) that Austria is in 
alliance with the invaders of Mexico," and ^hMul(l express the hope that *• ."^he 
will '/\\'c ns frank exj)lanations," I should ap|>ear to sui:_'est that the imperial 
royal govcrnmeut had uot hitherto been frank in her dealings on this >»ubject. 

Now, it is my duty to say that I believe the imperial government has been 
perfectly sincere, straight roi'\\ ard, and loyal towar(is the United States in this 
matter, and ui every other, since I have had the honor of holding my present 
post. 

There have been no concealments, as I firmly believe, as to her position, in 
regard to what is called here the Mexican empire. 

It has been uniformly stated by the imperial government that it h.id nothing 
to do witli tiie attempt to esfaldish that empire; that it had neither a military 
nor mercantile navy, nor sup. 1 lliu u- land join s. adi(|uate to sustain, by force, 
the guvernmeut which the Archduke Maxiiniiian ^ought to CHtaldij-h in 3iexieo; 
that his acceptance or rejection of the offer made to him in 1863 was a matter 
which personally concerned only himself and his brother, the Emperor of Aus- 
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tri.i, and tliat the imperial royal govcrnnioiit w:i3 in ao alliaaco^f direct or iudi- 
rctt, with the pn>|M*f»fcd new goveriiiiieut ot Mexico. 

The Auetriiui govumment had allowed a certain ttamber of Tolnnteers to be 
rai.<e<l for service ia Mexico by the Emperor's brother, a proceeding which 
wuuld, of cour.^e, linvc been a violation of Austriaa sovereigntj, had it been 
done without permission. 

What would have been the answer to a protc-t by the United States govern- 
ment against the ori<;inaI convention of Miramar granting that permission, or of 
a similar protest to the (Supplementary convention signed here on the 15th of 
lai?t March, 1 cannot tell. 

1 suppo.'**', huwever, that if the United States jroveriinK-nt had permitted, or 
were now to permit, the republican government of ^Mexico, recognized by the 
United States as the legitimate one, to r^se volunteers within the territory of 
the United States, in whatever noinbers, the Austrian government would not 
Con^<idcr it.-^cdf authorized to pro?e-t np- iinst such a measure, or to resent it. 

It would, I suppose, con.>*ider that a mearfure incident to the sovereignty of the 
United blates, and whatever might be the cliect produced upon the various bel- 
ligerents in Mexico by such a step, Austria, as a neutral, would not be alfected 
by it. 

My embarrap?ment is ?omcwhat ii:en ns< d by th<' perusal of your No. I (SO, 
b('arir.<r the Hame date {idth. of March) uti your 2io. J67, both r«;acbiQgme under 
the Hanie envelope. 

In this latter despatch, which acknowledges receipt of my No. 150, giving in- 
formation that the supplementary convention thereafter to be signed would al- 

low a double yearly (juota, viz., 1,000 vt>luntcers, 1>> „' > to M* xieo tliis year, on 
the ground that none were forwarded in the year ibti5, you call my ctfpeciai 
attention to your No. 1G7. 

You observe that in preparing that despatch yon anticipated the case substan- 
tially which my communication now presents. You in.-^truct me further that 
while practicing the courte.^yand re?pcct which are due to the Austrian govern- 
ment, 1 I- uinot be either too earnest or too emphatic in the protest which I have 
been dir* eled to nuke. 

Yon farther send for my guidance a copy of the note addressed to you by the 
Marquis do Mont Ik don on tlu ]2th of rebmary, by which I learn the actual 
state of tlie question conceriiin^i; French inlerventioa in M' xico. 

Vou al.'-o ( It-' r\e, that alter riMiiing that paper I shall be Justified in saying 
that the " Ann rican government and people will not be likely to be pleaded 
with seeing Austria at this juncture assume the character of a protector to the 
foreign military power which, claiming the form of an empire, is attem|ited to 
be set up upon tne sjippo^ed subverted f't ii'idations of the repul)Hc of ^lexico." 

As a matter t»i faet, MtVicially published here, only 1,000 volunteers are to go 
this summer. WhetJu r thia reatrictiou is in order to avoid the unhealthy season 
ni Vera Crna, or because funds have not been provided for e(j[uipping and trans- 
porting a larger number, I know not. 

As soon as the supplementary convention wag signed last m'liitli, T instrncted 
Mr. Thayer, United States consul at Trieste, to send me acemate intellig< nee as 
to the number of troops, dates of sailing, and other particulars of intercirt in ihisj 
connexion, so that you may rely upon my keeping you duly informed on the 
subject. 

It is my anxious desire to perform my duty to the United State? government 
with the utmost fidelity in this most serimis aiVair. 1 think that if 1 could have 
the advantage of direct conversaliou wiili you 1 should cae*ily convince you that 
there is no intention on the part of Austria to succeed the t^rench government 
in the position of protector to the foreign military pow( r m IjIc h it is attempted 
to set up in Mexico, and that it would be difficult for the imperial royal goV' 
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enimcnt to disavow anj sucli iutcution more frankly and lojallj tlian it has 
ttniformlj done. 

If your effDrts to brin^ alMuit tlu' cvanintion of Mexico by tlic Frencb anny 
are sticct^i^sful, I do not tliink that the Austrian volunteer-^ in that country will 
be sufliciontly numerous to prevent a free ('xj»r<'Hr*i<^n of (lie national will as to 
the fomj of goveruiueut thenceforth to be adopted. I also consider it indis- 
putable that, wbatevor be the result, tbc Austrian goverDment will never deem 
Itself either directly or by implication called npon to sustain the cause which 
tho^^e volunteers have endeavored to support. 

After making tlie.se preliminary oli^^ervatiou,-, at no greater length, I tnif«t, than 
is jurftified by the import.ince of the subject, I proceed to Bay that, in view of 

Sotir decided and un(>qni7ocal instnictions just received. I deem it, of course, my 
uty to break the ofllrial t^ilence hitherto imposed upon me, and to bring th.- 
opinion<« of the I'uited States government to the direct notice of the imperial 
ro\al iT'ivennnenf. 

At?, however, 1 consider frankness and sincerity the beat rule in diplomacy, 
and especially on this occasion, I have decided to reouest the imperial royal 

minister for foreign afTairs to read this despatch before isend it to you. 

Should lii:4 exe' lleiu-y find in it any iiiis.-tatemr'nts or wrong inferences, or if 
lie should favor mc with any fngcrestions or e'»nun'Mits, I nhall have the honor 
duly to notify you thereof iu a auLdec^uent despatch, probably by the same post 
that will take this one. 

P. S.— The Moniteur of yef't-rday faiferms ug as to the terras fixed for the 
evacuation of ^lexico by the French army — whether to the satisfactioDt or not* 
of tin- T'liitcd States govi'nimeiit I know not. 

1 Lave the honor to remain, sir, most respectfully, your very obedient servant, 

J. LOTHBOP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William TT. Sewaud. 

Secretary of State, 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Motley, 

No. 174.] Dbpabtmbnt op State, 

WoMhingtoih April 16, 1866. 
Sir : I have had the honor to receive your despatch of the 27th of March, 

No. l.*)/;, which brings tlie important ntinonnrement that a treaty, called a " mil- 
itary Hupplementary convention/' wa^ ratili* d on the l.'ith of that month betw. '^n 
the Emperor of Austria and the Priuce Alaximilian, who claims to beau emperor 
In Mexico. 

You inform mc that ft is expected that about one thousand volunteers will be 
shipped {und' r \V}^ treaty) from Trieste to Vera Orus veiy S00n» and that at 
least as many more will be shipped in the autumn. 

I have heretofore given you the President's instructions to ask for explana- 
tions, and, conditionally, to inform the government of Austria that the despatch 
of military expeditions by Austria under sm h an airangcment as the one which 
eeem? now to have beon consummated would be regarded with serious concern 
by the United States. 

The subject has now been further considered in connexion with the ofiiciul 
information thus recently received. The time seems to have arrived when the 
attitude of this govenimcni in relation to Mexican affairs should be once again 
frankly and di?itiiietly made known to thf^ Emperor of Austria, and all other 
powers whom it may directly conerm. Tlie United Stattf, for ^en^^(lns which 
seem to them to be just, and to have their foundation iu tlie laws of natious, 
maintain that the domestic republican government with which they are iu rela> 
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tion^ of frinndly commiinicatton is the only legitimate gOTerameiit ezistiDg in 

]^Icxico ; th:it a war ha« for a period of several years been wap J against tli it 
r('itul>li<- hy \\iv njovt-rnniciit of Franoe, which war Ix-gan with a tli.-^clitiiin'r tA all 
political or dyuudtic dcdi^utj; that that war hat^ i3ubdei|ueutly Lakea upon itcclf* 
and noir dia^netlj wears, the eharaeter of a European intcnrentton to over- 
throw that domestic republican government, and to erect in itn^ stead a Etiropeaii 
imperial military ih^putism hy military force. The United Stati\s, in view of 
the character of tln ir own puiitieal ins' itutinn^. tlu'ir prDxiniity and intiin;ito 
relaiious towards Mexico, and their juit inliuencc in the political aHairs of the 
American continent, cannot consent to the accomplishment of that purpo.^c by 
the mcai Id described. Thv. United States have th» itfore addresised th< inriclves, 
an tht-y think, seabonably to the government of France, and have a.<ked thai its 
military force?, en„'- ;i'< (I in that oltJcctitniaM"- political iuvoStOUt may deaidt from 
further iuiervention and be withdrawn fiom J\lexico. 

A copy of die last commuuication upon this subj( et, which was addressed by 
ns to the government o( France, is herewith transnuttt d for your special ini< rm- 
ation. I'liis pap< r will ;:ive you the true situation of the question. It will 
al>o enal)le you to riati.-ly the ;xovernmeut of Vienna that the IJnitr'd States 
mu«t be no Iciss opposed to miliuuy intervention for political objects herealier 
in Mexico hj the goTemment of Austria, than thcj are op])o.scd to any further 
intervention of the same character in that country hy France. 

You will, then lore, :\t as early a day as may lif convenient, i»rin{^ the whole 
case, in a heconuHg manner, to the .attention of the imperial royal {government. 
You arc authorized to btate that the United Slates tiineerely desire that Au:>tria 
may find it jn^t and expedient to come upon the same ground of non-interven- 
tion in ^1 xieo which is maintained hy the United States, and to which they 
have invited France. 

You will cummuuicate to us the answer of the Autstrian government to this 
proposiliou. 

This government could not hut regard as a matter of serious concern the de- 

spateh of any troops from Au.-tria lor Mexico while the suhject which you are 
thus directed to pres' nt to the.\ustrian government remains Under consideration. 
I am, sir, your obedient aervaut, 

AVILLIA.U IL. ISEWAUD. 

J. LoTiiftoP Motley, E^-cj., Vienna* 



Mr» Settxird to Mr, Mtahy, 

No. ISl.J Depaktme.xt of Statb, 

Wathington, April 30, 1866. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of your despatches of the 
6th of April, No. l/>8, and the lOth of April, No. l.'iO. 

Therse papers inform mo that you have brought my denpafelies Xng. 107 and 
10?) to the notice of the imperial government, although not without some 
hesitation and embarrassment. Subsequently to the time when that dnty was 

Serformcd you must have received my despatch of April C, No. 17:J,my further 
espatch of April IG, No. 171. and also my confidential despatch of April 16» 
No. 176, nil of which (h spatches ndate to tlie situation of Mexico. 

I trust that these several cornmunications w ill have cleared away whaicvcr 
uncertJiinty you may heretofore have felt concerning the views of this go\ertt- 
ment in regard to that subject. 

In your No. 158 you have assumed that this government could not justly 
regard as a departure from neutrality by the Austrian government the authority 
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vhich it lias given by entering into a recent treaty with tbe Prince Maximilian 
for the recruiting of volunteers by him in Austria and theur despatch hy him to 

Mexico. 

In support of this assumptuni yon argue tliat the United States would not be 
willing to admit tliat it would be a violation of neutrality on their part to permit 
the recruiting of volunteers within their Jurisdiction for military service under 
the republic m banner isi >Icxico. 

Your as!»tmiption, and tlie arjrnmcnt upon wliicli yon built it, wore ftibmittorl 
byyoutoUount Menir^dortV, and it is not unlikely that he may have interred that 
the assumption is consistent with the views which are entertained by the United 
States* and would thwefore l o approved by them. It becomes necessary, for 
this reason, for me to pay that I do not acquiesce in your position. 

"While any cifiz";: nl' the T'nited States is at liberty, under municipal and in- 
ternational lau;*, lo expatriate himself unarmed, and to engage individually, 
when abroad, in any foreign service that he may ^oose, yet, on the other band, 
the law.s of the United States and the law of nations, as they are understood hy 
us, forltid this government from autli -rizhig or permitting the eidi-<tmi nt or or- 
crupz ition on Americjin ground, or the drpnrture from our territory, of armod 
niiiiiary forces to carry on hostilities against any foreign state, except in a war 
against that state duly declared by Congress. 

The rrinc(^ Maximilian is either a principal or a subordinate belligerent in 
IVfexico. Tlu> treat}- which ha^ h*-cn made betwe -n An-tria atwl that bellifrerent, 
by which the former authorize.^ the orgaui/. ition witiiin the Austrian dominions 
of two thousand (»r more volunteer.-*, manife-^tly to be engaged in war agaiust 
the republic of Bfexico, is deemed by the government inconsistent with the 
principle of neutrality, and an engagement with Maximilian in bis invasion of 
that rt'puMic. 

1 give you herewith a copy of a nofo which wa."* rec" ivcd on the 2 1st of April 
instaut from the Marc^uis do Mouth don, t(»gether with a copy of the despatch 
which was addressed to that minister by Mr. Drouyn do Lhuys on the 5th of 
April instant. 

I give you also a copy o£ the reply which I have made to the note of the 

Man|uis. 

These several papers, together with my aforementioned despatches, which you 
will now have received, will put you fully U\ posse!»8ion of the opinions of this 
government, and of the duty which it has calh-d upon yon to perform. 

It will bo an occasion of sijic< re satisfaction if you shall be able to obtain 
from the imperial government an n.--urance that Austria \^ ill \un hereafter inter- 
vene, by sending or by giving permission to the de,-<patch ot mditary forces Irora 
within her dominions to make or continue a war against the republic of Mexico. 

I refrain from di,-cnssing the question you have raised, " whether the recent 
in!=tructtons of t!ii> department hariivmi/e en'indy with thej)olicy which it put* 
sued at an eariit-r period of the Kuiopi an iMl' r\ ention in ^Iexico." 

Your d< -patch is calcuhited to piiMiuce an impression that, notwithstanding 
our protest, you exj^ ct the Austrian government will still permit the departure 
of the volnntei uii !• r the treaty, without waiting to give us an Jinswcr to that 
protest, and without atloidiii!;- us time fo consider and reply to such answer as 
that govermnent shall ;- proj)er and cooa mient t > make. Should the Austrian 
government persist in proceeding in thai manner, and to the extremity thus 
indicated, then this government will expect you to retire from Vienna, as directed 
in m v ;ir..re.-;;iid despatch No. 176. 

I forlie ir also from discussinp- the que tiou which you have raised of tbe pro- 

?riety of j^eiue of the proceedings whicii have been taken Ity Mr. Bigehnv in 
'ari.s, nor do I think it necessary to enter u])ou the consideration of the expla- 
nations which you have given of your own views in regard to these subjects. 
The European war against the republic of Mexico has been from the begm* 
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ning a continual nicnaoe against this goverament. and even against free institii- 

tinufi tliioiij!:hout tlie American continent. I feel very sure that no friend of 
encli in.^titiiii'Mjwi, eirlicr at lininf or .'iIii Kad, will over well qn'-stinn the necep.sity, 
the wisdniii. (ir the juritico of the jjulicy which we li;ive r?t< adily pur.sucd and 
are gtill pursuing iu regard to that war. It would be unprotitable for U8, under 
eneh circumstances, to op < n personal discussions about that policy among our- 
selves. 

I am, sir, your obedieat servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

J. LoTHUur ^lo i LiiV, Kriq^., Sfv., !^v., Vienna. 



Mr. Moflcy to Mr. Seward, 
No. 167.] ' Unitbo States Lbgatiox, 

Vienna, May 1, 1866. 

Sir : ]\rariy of the Vienna paperf of last week published the IbUoitriug para* 
grapht^, wliieli 1 have rca-^on to heliijve accurate : 

••The shtpnieut of the newly levied recruits for the Austrian volunteer corps 
in Mexico is fixed for the 15th May. 

"Accordiii;^ to an ndviMtisement fi>tcned to t]i<> conncil-honse door, tlie last 
enlisinuMits fur Mexico t.ik<- place on the :i7th, 2Ntli. and .lOih April. A.s linnd- 
money, 3U, and ^J.O tlorin^^ are otiVred. According to telegraphic accounts 
received to>day at the war department, from the various districts, the recruiting 
for the Mexican volunteer corps is taking a favorable course. The greater part 
of the nowly enlisted men have already arrived at the head depot io Laybach, 
and arc fully uniformed. 

"Some of them have received a furlough until the momeut of sailing, uud are 
seen in their new uniforms in Vienna. 

"The. number levied in Vienna, and in the provinces, up to yesterday, (26th 
April,) is 850 men." 

1 have as yet received no notification from Mr. Thayer, at Trieste, of the 
arrival of auy of tliese volunteers in that city. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William H. Skward, 

Secretary of State, 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Motley, 

No. 182.J Department op State, 

Wathingfon, May 3, 1866. 

SiK : ^ our .confidential despatch of the 17th of April, No. 161, has been 

received. 

It i:* a matter of .some relief tliat only ^'o sm.ill a nnniber of volunteers as si.^ 
hundred have been gathered at Layh icli, with a view to shipuieut from Trieste 
for Vera Cruz, and that the recruiting for that service is becoming very languid. 
It is to he hoped that a scheme obviously so unpopular iu Austria will not be 
])ersi.'Jted in by thr I-'mperor. My lato communications leave DO necessity for 
dwelliujr upon tli*; sii1)j»-ct at the pr<*>ent moment, 
i am, air, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
J. Lothbop Motley, Esq., 4v., 4v>, Vienna, 
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Mr. Moiley to Mr, Svward, 

No. 169.] United States Legatiov. 

Vienna, AJai/6, 1SG6. 

Sir : I Imvo ilic lienor to ncknowloflfjf' llio n-cf ipt <»r your Xo.>j. 17.'i, 174, 
175, aud your IvG, marked coulidential, oi dales Aj>ril o and April IG, rcapect- 
ively, all reaching me under die same envelope on May 3, in the evening. No. 
17518 in answer to my 156, and relates to ihv. afTuir.s of Au:>iria and Pi lu-.^^ia. 

No. 173 contains certain extracts from Paris journalt^, and translation? in 
Paris Jnnrnals from Vienna newspapers, sent to you by Mr. lii^n lttw, U: it«'d 
States minister iu Paris, buch iulelli^ence as was accurate iu those extracts 
has already been indicated by me in advance from anthentic sources ia my 
despatches of January 8, February 20, and February 27. 

The permi^>ion of tlio so-calle-d imperial <rovernment in Mexico to levy troops 
to ?iij)ply vacancies in the volunteer corps raised in this empire in 1^04 was 
accorded iu the beginning of this year, aud mentioned iu my dcdpalch of 8th 
January. Of the i^iguature of the supph mentary convention I havo subse- 
quently apprised you. The statement that a liue of steamers was to be started 
between Trieste and Vera Cms, to begin to ply on April 1, basi 1 believe, no 
foundation in fict. 

I have undcrtsiuod that Mr. I.oosey, Au.-^triau consul-geueral at New York, 
has long had the project of starting a line of steamers between Trieste and New 
York, and that latterly there had been .-'une liupc of causing Fm li steatners to 
stop at V( ra Cruz. 1 ut I have ascertained that the project has been for the 
pitisent, at Irast, alKui'Inncd. 

1 seut this inlurmatiuu to Mr. BigeIow» in reply to bis in(]^uiry made some 
five or six weeks ago. 

The remainder of your No. 173 I shall have the honor tn answer in connexion 
with your Nos. 171 and 17(;, in a Separate despatch, which will go by the 
saini' ji'iHt as does tlic pK-sriit mie. 

-Meantime i have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedit nt servant, 

J. LOTHKOP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William H. Sbwasd, 

SeereUtryqf State, 



Mr, MtOley to Count MtnnBorff, 

Legation op the United States of America, 

YiMUi May 6, 1866. 

Yoi R ExcF.LLKXCY : It Will be doubtless within your recollection . that on the 
7th of A])ril I had the honor to lay before yoti, for confidential porUBal, a despatch 
of my own to Mr. Seward, Secretary of State of the United States. 

This paper was iu answer to a communication from the Secretary of State, 
instructing me to make as earnest and emphatic protest as was compatible with 
the profound respect entertained liy the United States for the imperial royal gov- 
ernment agaitiPl the departure of ;ii;y a(Miti'.nal soldiers from Austria for "M<'xieo. 

The language of the protest whiei) I was thus instructed to make was fjuoted 
at length in the despatch which I had the honor of submitting to your perusal 
before sending it to Washitigton. In returning that dc.<%patch, I understood your 
excellency to observe that it contsined a just and explicit statement of the posi- 
tion of the Austrian government in regard to the afiairs of Mexico, aud that 
you had no further observations to make upon it. 

Since forwarding that paper to Washington, I have received despatches of a 
grave nature ftom my government in regiwd to the same Ailjeet. 
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These despatches are not* of conrset m answer to my communication ahov 

mentioned. For this, suflScient time ha? not yet elapsed. 

'The iiiHtnu'tions jn?t r* c ived hy ni<- from Mr. Seward are in an<\ver to my 
etatement to Ijim. under dafr of 27lli March In-^f, that tlie uidiiary .•inujih ineut- 
arj convention between tbe Aurftriuu government and tbe jjoverument of Mexico, 
recognised here as the legitimate one, had been signed on the lUh March, and 
that it wag expected that about one tlioufjand volontcers would be shipped very 
soon from Trie.-te to Vera Cruz, and at least as many more in tbe autumn. 

An im{)erative duty is now pbiced ujion me of n;^ain most respectfully culling 
your excellency's attention to the general and growing uueasinesa throughout 
the United States on the subject of foreign troops in Mexico. In so doing, I 
wi^li to use the moi^t coum out^ and becoming tenn^ that are consistent with a 
faithful exectition of tlie tar»k just committed to me by my governmfiit, 

Recognizing the right of one independent nation, for rea.-ontf deeine I -ullu'ient 
by itself, to make war upon another independent nation, and not feeling called 
upon to be a judge of the ouarrel between the belligerents, the United States 
have scrupulously maintained neutrali^in the war exi.-^titig during the pa.st frw 
years betw( (»n tbe empire of l^ uicc and the republic of IMexico, with \vbich 
power the United StattiB govcrumcut has uut ceased to maiutaiu friendly rela- 
tions. 

Thi^ preservation of neutrality has been rendered the more difficult in proportion 

to the growth of the conviction among the )»( ople of the United States that iho 
war begun by France for tbe purpose of r jdre.-^r^ing grievances, and with a 
disclaimer of all political iuf^ ntions on the part of France, was continued, as it 
were, indefinitely for the ])urpo.se of establishing and perpetuating on the borders 
of our own territory a foreign imperial government by meaus of European 

tX'OOp?. 

It is hoped tbat at laf^t an arrangement has be< n efl"ect(Ml by w^bicb the Fr<'!ich 
troops, heretofore preveuting a free expressiou of the national will iu Mexico, 
are to be withdraws. 

The appearance of fresh troops arriving firom Austria at exactly thi.^ moment, 
then fore, Would almost inevitably increase tbe general excitement in tbe b nited 
States which the recent understanding with the French government hud begun 
to allay. 

It would be thought erroneous^ as such a supposition f«a11y is, that the 
government of Austria was about to succeed that of France in an armed and 
pioK eiive alliance with the new government which it wishes to see established 

in Mexico. 

A thousand volunteers, many uf them, perhaps, veterans, having served their 
time in the Austrian army, will be regarded as the precursors of an mdefinite 
number sufficient to supply the void left by tlie retiring French forces, and to 
overawe for a pei iod of years the free action of the Mexican people in regard to 

their foini of government. ♦ 

The United iStates government has from the beginning neither acquie^iced iu 
nor intimated the possibility of a future acquiescence iu the substitution of an 
imperial foreign and military government in tbe place of the nati(tiial republic 
of Mexico, unlesH it should satisfy itself that such was unquestionably the will 
of the Mexican people. 

iiiat w ill, in the opinion of the United States government, can never bo 
manifested in the presence of foreign fleets and armies. It has, therefore, during 
its very protractca di|domatic correspondence with the French imperial govern- 
mi nt, been nnable to admit the validity of tbe rf^ ohition t*npj»o.<ed to have been 
effected in tbe government of Mexico cbielly by tbe meaii> of Kuroj)ean forces. 

In its la.-it note addressed to the French government it expressed itf?clf aa 
understanding the Fmperor of iJie French to announce to the United States hia 
immediate purpose to bring to an end the services of his armies in Mexico* to 

■ 
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vitlulmw thorn, and in good faith to fall hack, without stipulation or condition on 

tlic ]) irt of the United Stato^, upon the principle of non-intervention, bs to which 

he in liciK-cf'ortli nfrrcnl with thf* I'nitcu Slat*'?. 

T]) - jtriK ticc the l'n!t< (1 St.itc.-j frovermucnt, fii\yii tho Sfcretaiy of State, 
ii* 11 1. Ill iio bc'^inuiug a guarantt c to all nations of the respect of the Americ«m 
]K ojilij for the free eovercignty of the ]>( ople in every other state. It is the 
chief element of forcic^u intc icourso in our lii-tory. 

Thr.s much of infoi mati-in I !iav»? thought it not ?=uperflnou8 to pive of the 
latent i xprcr^.-ion hy the United States },'ov('rnmeut to that of France of ita sett- 
timcnts iu regard to the afiaira of Mexieo. 

I am now instructed to Bar to the imperial royal government of Austria, that, 
in the oplni' n of the Unitea State:*, the time f^ecnis to have arrived \vli< n tlie 
j)o<iti')n their g<i\ ( riiment in n-latinu to Mexico -honld he frankly and di:^- 
tiuetly made known to the imperial govcmmeut, and to all others whom it may 
directly concern. 

The United States, for reasons which seem to them to he just and to have 
their fonndal ion in t!i<- laws of nations, maint tin that the domestic repuhllean 
gi)V» 1 iiinent is the only 1< -irim.ito one exi-tiiif^ in Mt xico. They crtiinot. ia 
% !t \v til** character of their own political ius?i;ntioii-i. tin ir j»roxiniiiy and 
intimate relations towards Mexico, and tln ir just intluence m the alTaird of the 
American continent, consent to the suhversion of that government br forei^ 
armies. Having ur;r< dupon the French pov(>rnnient their strong and, as they 
think, rea.-=onahle desire for the withdrawal of tin; Fn'nch troops en!j!^jrod in that 
ohj< ciionahle invasion, it now hccfTnes jtrojier for the Ignited States to announce 
that they are no less oppojjed to military intervention for political object."* here- 
after in Mexico with the sanction of the Austruin government tliaii they are 
opposed to any further intervention of the same character in that country by 
France. 

1 apii accoi diiiL'ly in.^tructed to state lliat the United States sincerely desire 
that Au.-tria may lind it just and expedient to couie upon the ground of uon- 
intcrvention in Mexico which is maintained hy the United States, and to which 
they have invited Franco. They could not but rep trd as a matter of nerious 
concern the despatch of any troops from Austria for Mexico while the .•*uhject 
which I nm thus directed to present to the Austiian government remains under 
consideration. 

I have now faithfully laid before your excellency, as briefly as the importanee 
of the subject would permit, die position of the United States in regard to 

Mexico, 

Until reconflv I have heen instructed liv mv ijfivernment to abstain from 
formal political discussions here of the im])ortant events occurring in that couik- 
try. On repeated occasions, however. I have felt it appropriate to express in 
courteou.s language, without Aumality, but in all sincerity, the • i i::: n- of the 
Unit' d States frovernment ami jxtople as to the attempt to estaldish a foreifni 
and impel ial t^ox ( lament by means of European military foices upon the ruins 
of an American republic 

Those opinions nave been no secret to those with whom I have had the honor 
of conversing, but it is only now that I am instructed by my government to 
speak in its name, and with th*' whole AV(Mi,'ht of whatever influence it may Ik? 
tfioufiltt tn possess over the ^^eiieral .--eiil ine nt of th*' World. The: ■ has been no 
doubt, 1 .suppose, as to the almost unanimous opinion of the American people 
on the subject. 

From time to time it has been my duty to place hefore tlie imperial royal gov- 
emmeut documents omanalintr from the cabinet at Washinp:ton relating- to the 
affaire of Mexico. 'File diplomatic correspondence of the I nited St iio- gov- 
ernment with that of Uraucc, from the beginning of the hostile expeditions 
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agninfit Mexico down to a very recent period, bae been regularly printed, and 

"Willi in the reacb of all \y]\o wish to read it. 

PuMic Pfiitiincnt in thv I'liiti-fl Statt-s as to iiitorvontion on tlio ])ait of 
Kuropcan governments anfl ^snMiei:^ {or tlic purjiose of" rcvolutinni/inp; tlie jiolii y, 
eubvorliiig tlu; exiKtiug iiij<tilution8, and controlliug the dt't^tiuy Ainericau 
repitblicfl, has been manifested in evei y way in which it was possible to make it 
known, by solnrau repolutions of Congress, by tliC titt«'rances of fjreat juiblic 
in( ( tings without distinction of party, and by uie general voice of the American 
press*. 

The feelings of the American people and itd eucccsBive govcTumcnts, as 
exhibited tbron^b the whole of their national career, and pnblicly manifested on 
many soleinu > < ra.^ions, in rej^ard to forcible and armed interference by European 
pdwers with estiihlislird instittifions on the westrrn continent, aro, wliether tlioy 
nay bi' deemed rrnsun.ilili' or not, and whatrv< r wi i'^dit may he affachcd to 
them by Kuropean opinion, a matter of history and known to mankind. 

Such interference was long n^o proclaimed, on the highest official authority, 
as of nee( >sity to ]>o considered a manifestation of an nnfriendly disposition 
toward.^ the L'nited States. It is hardly expedient, tlienfore, on tlii-^ occasion, 
to CiUf-nme more of your cxccUcncy't) time by the cxpoeitiou of a subject »o 
familiar to you. 

1 1 our excellency to believe that the frankness and sincerity with which 

I have thus set forth, in obedience to the insti uctiona of the President, the scnti- 

meiit-5 of the f^ovemment which I have the Iionor to represent at the court of 
liis imj.( rial royal Majesty, are not inrornpaiible \\ itli iIm- most entire res|!ect 
for tin- imperial royal government and with the Ausuiau naliuu, and with the 
warmest and most sincere desire for their welfare. 

In conehision, I feel it my duty, in this most f:::ravc aspect of affairs, to repeat 
the (> M-n( >t liope that it may l)e foiuid exj)e(1i> ut to pn-tponc the dejtarturc 
ot fre.-h troops from Austria to Mexico until such ;i!i-\v< r to tins connnnnicatiou 
as your excellency may be pleased to make ghall ha\ u been candidly and de- 
liberately considered by the United States gr>vemmcnt at Washington. 

]^Ieantime I pray } our excellency to accept the expression of the highest con- 
pi'h r itiim with which 1 have the honor to remain yonr excellency's veiy obe- 
dient ^servant, 

J. LOTimor lilOTLEY. 

His Excellency Count Mbnsdorff, 

Imperial Royal Minister of Foreign Affairtt k^t ^-t 



Mr. Canisins to Mr. Seward. 

[Extructii.] 

No. 57.] CONSULATB OP THB UnITBO StaTP.S OP A.MF.nirA, 

Vk una, May 8, 1SG6. 

Sir: * * * * new? received lu re per telejrraph that 

you have demanded of Austria tlie dir-continuation of sending any more vohni- 
teers to Maximilian, of Mexico, had created here (^uite a sensation. The people 
of Austria feel now, in their distress, more than ever, that this enterprise of 
Maximilian, and the subsequent agreement made by this government to aid him 
by s( nding eoMirrs to that distant country, of no value to the people of thia 
empire, was a gieat mistake. 

I found in thia uioruiug'g paper the fullowiug item: 
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[TrauhlatioD .] 

• "Latbach, (near TrI.'stc, ) Mm^ 5. 

*' Jht Mtx can /rte eorpa. — The recruiting fur the Mexican tree cor))s will dcOnitvly be 
cToeeil to-duy. All the recruits have to be ready on the 8th of thin month at the prind- 

pal ())'p<*t ;it L;ivl>ii' h. as tiu- enil).tii.i.tli>ii coTniiM-ito'n in Trieste on thtt lOth instttDt. ThO 
Mt'xi< au ( oIoiR-l IA i^M■r will perbonaily atteud to Ihv eiubaruaion." 

Wliat tilt' Austrian {government will decide now, after your pr. ti ;^!, will aoon 
be seen, as llie einl'areation was to tak<' ))laco on tlie lOth of" this niKutU. 
1 Lave the honor to bu, vtry ie;<L)i.ciiully, your obetlieui :?ervanc, 

T. CANISiUS. 

United StaUt ConttU. 

Hon. William IT. Skward, 

Secretary of iState, 



Mr. Motley to Mr, St ward. 

No. 174.J Legation op thb United Statbs, 

Vienna, May 15* 1866. 

SiR! Referring to my No. 173, of date "ilny 12* I faave the honor to state 
that 1 have received no answer as yet to my note to Connt ^fiMit'dorff, of May 

6, a c«ij)V of w hich was enclosed in my No, 170, of date May S. 

As 1 have already been informed oiiicially, but cojilideutially, that tlic de- 
j|»artnre of the volnntccrs for Mexico has been prevented, (information which I 
nnmediatdy eonyeyed to yon in my above-mentioned No. 173,) this delay has 

nofhin<r in it Kurpjisiiif;^. 

On llie eve of a trimendous war. ?n<h as this, in wliicli all (lerniany is almost 
immediately to be idunged, it is natural that there j^hould be great press of 
business at the imperial royal foreign office. I have reason to suppose, more- 
over, that a desire on the part of the imperial royal government to know what 
reply y<tu may he jdeased to make to my di sjiatch No. l-'S, oiuifid. ntialiy eom- 
Lumicaled to the imjierial royal minister of fon iL-'n afV.iirs before it was for- 
warded to Washington, may, iu part, account for the delay. 1 have, of CMiirso, 
not intimated that there was the slightest probability of any cbaii<:<' iiaving 
been effected in the emphatic opposition on the part of the United States }.'ov- 
eniment tr» tlie sending of volunteerf from Austria to Mexico. On the other 
band, T 'l-iiik that y<>n may consider it certain, as u matter of fact, that no sol- 
diers will !<ail a;rain from Austria to Mexico. 

I shall be p;Iad to be infonned officially of the state of the negotiations be- 
tween the Unite d States government and tliat of France. 

FroMi till- Amcri<'an n'-w^^p,! pens I ir;iihor tliat lie- "iceree of the Fieiich Em- 
peror coiicerniiif^ the evacuation of 31exico bad been communicated to the 
United States p)vernment. 

I know not whether the United States government has expressed its concur^ 
rencc with that dccifiou. 

My lati st aufln'n!ic iiit< lli-_'r-nce as to tlie nefjof iations with France is con- 
tained in v'Mir note to tin Manjuis A<' M'»iit!iolt)ii (»f Fchrnary 12. 

I would altio ob.-jerve, iu pa.ssinj;, that the two last published volumes of the 
Diplomatic Correspondence, parts 3 and 4, for tlie year 18G4, containing tho cor- 
respondence with France ana all other countries excepting England, has never 
been eent to me. 

llappeninj; to he in Limdon at the close of lost year, however, I procured • 
copy at the United States legation. 
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I think it not superflaoas to state thnt, according to information received from 
Hr. Thayer, United States consnl at Trionto, the transport in wbicb the rolun- 
tecFB were to have been conyejed from that port to uexico was the French 
merchant ^bip Tainpico. 

I have the bouor to remain sir, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY. 

Hon. WiLLfAM H. Srward, 

Secretary of State. 



Mr* Mothy to Mr, Seward, 

No. 177.] United Statks Lkcatidn, 

Vitnna, May 21, 1SG6. 

Sir: I have the honor to state that I have just received a note from Count 
Mensdorff, in answer to my note of date May 6, a copy of which was forwarded 
witli my despatch No. 170, of date May S. 

I li.ivo prepared a careful translation of the mini.^ter'.s note* which» together 
with a copy of the original, I transmit with this de.'^palcli. 

I cannot doobt that both the contents and friendly spirit of this commnnica- 
tion from the imperial royal government will give sincere satisfaction to the 
United States government. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. LOTHilOP MOTLEY. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary State, 



Comi Meiutdorff to Mr. Motley, 
[Translation.] 

Mtxiarar of tub IvrsBiAL House aso of Foueigx Afkairs, 

FimfM, Jlf«y 20, 1866. 

The undersigned, minister of the iTuprri il homo, and of foreign alfiiin, has hod th- honor" 
to rceiv.- tlv uot- whitli the lion. Mr. Lothrop Moll' .v. eMvoy cxtraordinnry an<l mir ister 
pluiiilMjlcfitiiiry ot tiie L'liiWd Stutes of Is'ortli America, addn'S^ed to him on tlie (Uh of the 
current moutli, in which expression is given t') tho reprcst-utations which liis i?ov<.-rument 
hns ^•'rii it- 'If i <illf<l upon to mukc in regard to the volunteers enlisted in the Austrian 
stj4ifs for niili:,iry soivice in Mexico. 

Tho iiiid<Tsi;;uoii liiM already bad repeated oocarion:^ to give verbal explanations lo the 
envoy of ih.; Uiiit< d StaU's corH 'Trnti-r the ntturo and extent of tlie enrolments in question 
wliivli have Liken pliico in very liuiiU' i meaBiire,'', both u.s t'> numbers and perio'l of ei)li*<t- 
tni at— explanatioDS which wore intiuded to remove every doubt whicU could have arisen 
in the eyes of the trovernmout of the United States iu reijitrd to the intentions of Aiistri.i in 
thiii mailer. As, however, it appears irom the latest camnuinications of the envoy that 
the said explanations have not hitherto had the effect to entirely tranquillize the North 
Arae'ioan ir iV'jrnmcnt in this respect : as that p:<'vernmetit feds oblij^ed to see in the e:diKt- 
meuts in qii>.:;jtion an «x«rtioa ot iutiiience on the part of Aut^trin in the internal afTairH of 
Uexico which ml^ht become a motive for the United States to come oat of the neutral 
position wliich it his hitherto maintnined in re^.ud to tho>e atfairs ; a**, finally, aceordinp: 
to thu ul>.servutiou contiiiuud in the note of .Mr. Lotiuvip Motley, the uxcrtiou of an iniiuunco 
of the nb-»ve-menttoned character would be regarded as well by the government as by 
I ' ;i p.inn in the Utiitcd Stjvte.s aft an un fricnd'y prccvediiii; towards tlu-iii, ivhicli would 

be enUieiy uut of h iriuouy with the iutcntions of the imperial government, the undersigned 
finds himtwlf in the pottition. without, therefore, being able to agree with all the views 
t\c\' I.»i). d in the mnny-tini^s r.t -d note, to malie liUown to tlie tiivoy that, in eonsid ra- 
tion ot ail the abuvc-mfDtioLicd circumtiitanceis, thu necoatiaiy iucaburc6 Lave bet.-a takvu to 
prevent the departure of the voluutuers latt-ly oniistod Ux Mexico. 



Digitized by Google 



846 



DIPLOIIATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



In tlie confident cxpei tation tint tlio caliinct at Wnsliinston will feel itself on tills Re- 
count the mure ioduceU to ullow no cbMiiie to bike place in tbe neotral pcsition hiibeito 
inaintaiDe<i bj it tmvards ttexfoo. and that the government of the United State« witi recog- 
ni/e in this pnn culiii;^ of lli<* iinju-riiil c ibiiit t a new prowf of its sincere wish to reiaove 
evcrytbing that might be cai>.-ible of ex«rrcihi»g a p>ejuiiiciul iutlucnce upon the relations 
between tbe two oountrirs, the noden^ncd makei use of this occasion to renew to the 
honorable Mr. Lothrop Motley the asauranoe of his hi^h and distiDguUlied n)ti>!il. r aion. 

MEN.SiiOKb'F. 

Mr. LUTUBOP MOTLST, 

Envojf JExtracrdmary and MmUster PUmfolentiarjf^ D. 8, A, 



Mr, Seward to Mr, Motley, 

No. 184.] Departaiknt of State, 

Washingion, May 26, 1866. 

Sir : Your despatch of Maj 6« No. 169, lias been received, and I thank yon 
fur the information which it commanicates concerning the relationa between 

Auatria nntl Mexico. 

I am, t»ir, yuur obedieut dcrvaut, 

WILLIAM U. ;SLWA11D. 

J. LoTHBOP Motley, Esq., VimHa, 



Mr. SeicarJ to Mr. Motky. 
No. 185.] Depabt.mk.nt of r atr, 

Washiiiiifon, M-iij 26, IStiG. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ot' your despatch of the 
8th inetant, No. 170, which p.iper is accompanied by a copy of a uoie which, 
on the Stli iti-tant, jou addressed to Count Mensdorff in execution of my in* 

Btrnctioii.s Xo.s. 17:j, 171, and 17G. 

I have great ph.'a.^uie in f-ayitig that tlie IVesident apprnve* entirely of the 
proceedings on your part which are related in your despatch, and equally ap- 
proves of your note to the Aostrian minister for foreign affairs. 
I am, sir, yonr obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

J. LoTitBur MoTLBY, Esq., tfc., lfc,» Vienna, 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Mollt y, 

No. 186,] Departmrnt of Ptatk, 

Washiiti^fon, Mat/ CO, IsiUj. 
Sir : 1 have tlie lioiinr to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
loth iui'taut, No. 174. In that paper 1 lind the following parug!a])h*j : 

** As I have already been informed, officially, but confidentially, that the de> 
parture of the volunteers for Mexico has been prevented, (infonuation which I 
imnir di iTely conveyed to you in my above*mentioncd No. 173,) this delay has 
Qotbiug iu it eurpri^iug. 

« * * * * 4t 

** I think that you may consider it certain, as a matter of fiict, that no soldiers 
will sail from Austria to Mexico." 

• Yonr So. 17:3, referred to in tlie first paragraph, lias not yvt reached this de- 
pariiueut. Ihc paragraph;^ extracted, however, arc budicieot to sali^iy the 
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President that otir wishes in regard to the Mexican question are receiving joat 

conj'idcraiiou by the iin})' rial royal government. 

if it tiliall ^o m to you ti> be cxix-dii'iit, you will s;>y tliis to Count ^fcns^dnrflP, 
and at the t^nuic time expre:f.s to iiim our caraci^L aud siacere wi:jtius to remuia 
always in peace and cordial friendship with Austria. 

In compliance with your requedt» I t-oud herewith, for your information, a copy 
of so much of th<; corr* Hpoudeuce with France concerning Mexico as has not 
heretofore hocn l'uniir-ln il you. 

1 au), sir, vour obedleut servant» 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 

J. LoTHROP MoTLBY, Esq., Sfc^ S[c., Vienna, 



Air. Seward to Mr. Mothtf* 

No. 189.] Department of State, 

Waskingtont June 9, 18G6. 

Sir :*I have tin- lionor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatt U of the 
2l!^t ot" ^^ay, No. 177. It is .'.coomp uiicd by a copy <»f a note which wua ad' 
droi^sotl to you by Count Meusdorll' ou the 20lh of May V.x^l. 

Count Meac»tloi'iY anuouuced to US in the e>i\\A uuto that the departure of the 
volunteers lately enlisted in Austria for service in Mexico will not be allowed 
to tak<> place. Plits decision of the imperial royal govern uicnt is received by the 
l^c.-»i(b'nt with .-incero ;?afi.-faetion. It i:^ in harnioiiy witli iIk; spirit which has 
g<»vt:'rned the prociroiliuj^s of Austria in her intercourse witli the L aited Slated 
throu'^hout the whole period iu which political disturbance.^ in America have 
been the subject of discussion between the United Statos and the ICni[>eror. 

V' M I autbori^vd to eouununicate these sentiments to Count Mensdnrir, and 
to as.-ure hiui that tlw [ir.'?; -iit ju-t, liber.al, and iViendly j^roceedinj^ on tlie part 
of Austria will not laii to i;nhance the ^ood will and cordial lVirndshh> wiiich 
the United States so habitually cherish ior the government and jieople or An:>tria. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

J. LoTUUOP MoTLiiY, Esq., ^c, ige., Vienna. 



[From the Debats of the 18th Uay, 1866.— tTorwarded by Mr. Bigelow.] 

[Traaslation.] 

Wo have irood reason to cnll in qntstion tbe new«j of tlie tltparturo of Aostrian volun- 
teera for o. pulili-vluil in iliu Memoviitl Diplomatique K^thin;^, in fact, ( o\ilil be 

more uolikciy uftor the dft;p.it< hos from the govwrnmeitt of the Uiiitod states which wa 
have laid butoie our readers. ( V.ntvspondt ufs at Trieste annouacenut lucroiy that the Aus- 
tro*Mcxicau detnchmenl has not emlmrkcd, but that it will bo digliandt'd. and thnt the 
nicu who coniposo it li.iVf l(»r the most j>!i!t rc<iu> stt-d to lake s irvice in tin; rorjx of vol- 
Uiitcuib whitii is ^^^i^uniziIig iu vicsv of the a{)p;oii Uiii^ war. The Au.-ttiiati K 'vcrunii iit 
(they writu from Triestr* was under the ^^rcatcr obli:<itiun not to withdraw its forces iVom 
ihe service of the couriti v, Ik fnif^c it iil tiie same tinif avnidcl •X'^snniinp ftu ofTi-nsiv.' atti- 
tude tuwaidfi the United States of America. Tlius our own pievioui* iinprej'sious are cuu- 
firtncd, DotwiUistaadiog the pretended infonnatloa of the Meoiotial Diplomatique. 
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Mr. Btgelow to Mr. Seward. 
[Eztmet.] 

Ko. 32').] Leuation op the Umtkd States, 

Parit, May 25, 1866. 

Sir : TIic followiiig semi-official aiinottne«ment appeared in La France last 

evening: •* The return to France of M uvlml B.i.: liuc uith the first detachment 
iTtnniiit<!; from Mexico is nnrlor cousideratioa. In this case the marshal will 
turn ovt r his eoiniiiautl to General Douai." 

Should nothing occur to change the present programme, I think Marshal 
Bazainc will return with the fir^it det ichment of French troops in October next. 
I am told that the contract with the Tranf>;Ul:intic Steamship Company, for thWT 
transp'irt frnm Vera Cruz to 8t. Naznire, wa8 signed on Monday ln:<t. 

I have as yet received no reply from Mr. Drouyn dc Lliuys to my inquiry in 

reference to the contract supposed to have been signed at the ministry of marine 

for the shipment of troops from Trieste to Vera Cnis. Hb silence leaves little 

room to doubt that my suspicions were correct 

• • • • • • 

I have, &C., 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Bigdow. 

Xo. 4G9.] Department of Statk, 

Wa*?nngton, May 31, 18G6. 

Sir : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 16th instant, 

No. ;riO, containing a translation from La France of the 15th, in regard to the 

disposition of Austrian troops which had bi en intended for the ?erviee (»f tlic 
imperi ili-ts in ^I.'xit'f), and enclosing translation of extract^! f'ntm the Memorial 
li;piouiaii(jue and the Uebats relating to thifi aud other brunches of the Mexicun 
question. 

I euclo:'e. e'lifidentially, for your information, a copy of an instraction of this 
date, which 1 liave addn lo Mr. Motley. 
1 am, air, your obedient aervaut, 

W1LL1A.M U. SEWAKD. 

John Bioblow, Eh^., 4r., Sfc., Sfc. 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Bigdow, 

No, 474.] Department of State, 

WasAington, June 4, 1866. 

Sir : Your despatch of the lOfh ultimo„No. 316, was duly received. The 

poeitiMii whieh you int'orm me tlierein that you propose to take in regard to the 
forwarding: ot troops to Mexico is approved. Thanking you for your attention 
to the subject, 

I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAH H. SEWARD. 

John Biublow, Esq., Sfc., ^. 

Digitized by Google 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



849 



Mr, Seward to Mr. Bigehw. 

No. 47C.] DfiPAHTMKNT OK StATE, 

M^ashington, June 0, 1S66. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of May 
25. No. 325. 

The information which it contains seems to justify in aasaming th u the 

French government h-\< inrulc .tvriTi^rpm -nts for witlidrawing ono-third of its 
forces now in Mexico from tli it coutitrv in Ortohor. The knowledge of this 
fact will have a tendency to (|uiet the public mind in the United States. 
I am* sir* your obedient Bervaot* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

JoH.v Big BLOW* K^iq.* 4iv., 9fc., tfc. 



EUROPEAN TKOOPS IN MEXICO. 
JIfr. Bigehw to Mr. Seward. 

No. 330*J Lboation of the United S i a i es. 

Paris, June 4, 1866. 

Sir : I waited upon his excolioncy the minister of foreign affairs on Saturday 
last, in pursnance of a previons appointment, to confer vitH him upon the subject- 
matter f>f your instruction, No. 459, marked confidential. A» he had been 
alro.uly a[))jrised of the cnntcnt.-* of that despatch, through the I'^k lali minister 
residing at Washington, I was spared the neco«!<ity of rei^tating thera. He eaid 
that the imperial government proclaimed its iuiention to retire from Mexico be- 
cause it suited its conTenienoe and interests to retire, and for no other reason. 
When, therefore, it announced formally, not merely to the United States, but to 
all the world, that the army would be withdrawn from Mf xico within a specified 
term, he thought it should he deemed BufBcient The government made its 
declaration in good fuiih, and means to keep it. It means to withdraw its army 
within the time prescribed, and it does not intend to take one or two hnndied 
troop.s in the fir.^t dt tachment, and one or two hundred more in the second*^ 
leavin;r tlie great body of them to the last; though it had not deemed it neces- 
sary to specity with minuteness dei ails of this kind, which depend upon hygienic 
and climatic considerations, of which it was the best and the only competent 
judge. This* his excelleney said, he wished I wonld say to my goremment. 

I ai^ked his excellency if I had ever intimated to him, whether in writing or 
orally, any suspicion of the Eraperor'.s intention to withdraw his army from 
3Iexico in unequal proportioni?. He replied that I had not. I then asked him 
if any other person authorized to speak in the name of my government bad done 
eo. He said no ; but he had read imputations of that kind in one of our papers. 
I replied, in substance, that the press was a law unto itself, but that we had 
better not accept it as a law unto lis; and as he asked me to communicate to 
my government a formal answer to what sounded like an accusation of insin- 
cerity and bad faith on the part of the Emperor, I wanted his authority for 
(Stating that no such accusation had reached him through any official channel. 
He replied that he only had read of it in a newspaper. 

I then went on to say that the purpose of your instruetion, as I understood 
it, was simply to obtain an explanation, which waa sure to be require.d of you* 
of the shipment by France ^ large bodies of troops to Mexico after the pur- 
pose to withdraw her whole army had been officially proclumed. To this hia. 
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exedlency repliedt that sinee seeing me he had gotten from hw colleagaes of 
the marine and war departments information to the purport- 
That no tronpf* bolonging to the Corps Expeaifionairc had been sent to 
Mexico this year, uuleBt« for the sake of partly replacing soldiers midaing, but 
at any rate without augmentation of the niuuber of standing troops. 

That the ihipment of troope referred to in the pnblie prints* and in jonr 
despatch* was most likely that made in the transport Bhdne about the b^n- 
idng of the year. 

That this Ebonc touched at Martiaiq^uc, but not at St. Thomast as wa^ 
stated. 

That she carried 916, and not 1,200, soldiers, 

That they belonged to the Foreign Legion, and not to the Bxpeditionary 
Corps. 

That they con^i^tod of troops which had her n waiting transportation a long 
time in France and in Algeria to join their regiments. 

That no new troops had been enrolled for the Foreign Legion since the 
Emperor proclaimed his purpose to withdraw his flag from Mexico, and that no 
more, for what he knew, were intended to be enrolled. 

In regard to the phipments of troops from Austria, he said that that wa?! an 
affair entirely between that govenuueut and the Mexican, with which France had 
nothing to do; that since I had spoken to him upon the subject he had verified 
his own convictions by a reference to the ministers of war and of marine, and 
had ascertained that no engagements of any sort had been entered into by either 
for the enrolment or transport of troops from Aut^tria to Mexico. He went on 
further to say, that it was the intention of the government to withdraw the 
amy entirdy from Mexico within the time specified in his dispatch to yon at 
the very latest ; Fnnner if climatic and other controlling considerationB permitted, 
and it was not its intention to replace these with other troops from any quarter. 

At tlic conclui^ion of a long conversation of which I have given the important 
results, I expressed my satisfaction with his excellency 's explanations, and the 
pleasure I should have in commcmicating them to my government. 

This despatch has been submitted to Mr. Drouyn do Uiuys, and the forego- 
ing version of the repultB of our conversation ha« licen approved by him. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN BIGELOW. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 

DeparHnent iff State^ WaiAington, D. C- 
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